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Cutlers Honor the Community with Search for Joint Executive
Director of JCC and
$100,000 Pledge to Federation
Federation Underway
The 2012 Distinguished Service Award and
Columbia Jewish Federation campaign kickoff
will be remembered as a magical evening,
but not just for honoree Shep Cutler’s (a.k.a
The Great Sheppini) magic tricks. Shep and
his wife Joni topped off the evening with
a $100,000 pledge to the 2013 Federation
campaign. In addition, many of the Cutlers’
friends who came in from all over the country
contributed another $6,000 to the campaign.
And many others from the Columbia Jewish
community made their campaign pledge that
evening in honor of Shep and Joni.

Executive director vacancies at both the Katie
and Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center and the
Columbia Jewish Federation have resulted in both
boards joining forces to search for one Executive
Director who will oversee both operations. A national
search is underway, conducted by JCC Association Vice
President Janet Elam in association with a local joint
and Andy Safran.
Until two years ago the boards operated under
one executive director, but upon Steve Terner’s
retirement, the boards voted in favor of each
organization having its own director. Following
extensive community discussion, the boards decided
to return to the former arrangement of sharing one
director.
Former JCC president Howard Weiss has been
serving as interim director of the center on a
volunteer basis until a director is found. CJF president
Shelley Kriegshaber has been overseeing Federation
operations.

See Cutlers, page 10

Open your hand

to your needy kin
in your land.

We had a rockin’ good
time with Rick Recht!
See page 11
for a photo recap.

Tzedakah is not just a charity box.
Our homeless need a warm bed, too.

Help Columbia’s Winter Shelter provide a safe,
warm haven for our community’s homeless.
Donate clean sheets and towels today!
See page 5 for details.

Page 1

Columbia Jewish Federation
Gerry Sue & Norman Arnold Jewish Community Campus
306 Flora Drive
Columbia, S.C. 29223
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PAID
Columbia, S.C.
Permit No. 48

COLUMBIA

November/December 2012
COLUMBIA

Published by the Columbia Jewish Federation
306 Flora Drive
Columbia, SC 29223
803.787.2023
crc@jewishcolumbia.org
www.jewishcolumbia.org
November/December 2012, Volume XXXIII, Issue 6
Shelley Kriegshaber, President
Elaine Cohen, JFS Director
Melissa Roof,
Columbia Jewish News Editorial Staff
Cheryl Nail,
Contributing Writers
Robyn Bader, Jerry Emanuel, Heidi Lovit, Pat Lovit, Rabbi Levi Marrus,
Rachel Miller, Emily and Howie Scher, Rabbi Leah and Adam Doberne-Schor,
Meridith Goldstein and David Shure
Production Services by WNI Print Division
The views and opinions expressed in the Columbia Jewish News are

WE BELIEVE
IN

EACH

OTHER.

Columbia Jewish Federation or the editorial staff of this newspaper.
The deadline for articles, life cycle announcements, photos, and
advertising for the January/February issue of Columbia Jewish News is
December 10. Email articles to crc@jewishcolumbia.org. Photos should be
words.
We welcome all voices from our community. If you would like to contribute
to Columbia Jewish News, contact Cheryl Nail at crc@jewishcolumbia.org.
The editorial staff has the right to edit all articles submitted for publication.
Articles should not exceed 500 words. It is not guaranteed that all submissions
will be published.

We believe that no child should go to bed hungry. That every
senior in our community has the right to live with dignity. And
that all Jews should be able to live without fear of persecution—
anywhere in the world. That’s why the Jewish Federation’s annual
fundraising campaign is so important. With your support, we
can help people in need, rescue people in danger and keep
our Jewish community vibrant and strong. Together we can
do extraordinary things to make the world a better place.

CJF
Directory

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

jewishcolumbia.org
facebook.com/jewishcolumbia

Contact CJF at 803-787-2023
Cohen, Laney........................jfs@jewishcolumbia.org, ext. 220
Nail, Cheryl.........................crc@jewishcolumbia.org, ext. 219
Roof, Melissa.............cjfoffice@jewishcolumbia.org, ext. 204

Go Digital!
In an effort to “go green,” the
Columbia Jewish News is now
offering a digital subscription.
Enjoy the same great news
about the Columbia Jewish
Community in your inbox.
As a digital subscriber, you
will receive an email when
the newspaper has been
posted online for viewing.
Sign up at
www.jewishcolumbia.org.
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What Will Be
Your Legacy?

For a complete and up-to-date listing of community events, visit our calendar:

Giving (tzedakah) is at the core of Jewish
life. For millennia, Jewish dreamers have
passed on that tradition to their children
through their words and deeds. They have
left their legacy in the organizations and
services that have nourished us, strengthened us, guided us,
and taught us during our lifetimes.

THANK YOU FROM THE COLUMBIA JEWISH FEDERATION
TO THOSE WHO HAVE DONATED!

You learned well from their example. Through your
generosity of spirit and resources, you have continued the
sacred work of repairing our world. You have fed the hungry,
educated the young, uplifted the lonely, protected the
persecuted, and cared for the elderly. You have fought for
justice and fairness and furthered scientific understanding.
Whatever you have done, you have done with passion.

So how will you turn that passion into your
legacy?
It’s never too early to share your dreams and your passions
with future generations. Call the Columbia Jewish Federation
today.

Contact
the Erica
Columbia
Jewish
Federation
Contact
Serbin,
787-2023
or
ericas@jewishcolumbia.org, to start a
to start a conversation
howjoin
you others
can join
conversation
about howabout
you can
in
others
inCreate
the Create
a Jewish
Legacy
effort.
the
a Jewish
Legacy
effort.

Your dreams...your passion...
your legacy.

www.jewishcolumbia.org/calendar

General Donations
Kimberly Richey and Alex Filler in honor of Bruce and Lilly Filler
Raymond Mintz in honor of Bob Wiener
Marjorie Russ in memory of Joseph and Naomi Russ, Lila and Martin Russ
Sheila Adelman in memory of Sigmund Friedman

It’s not too late to give to our 2013
Campaign or send a General Donation!
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Your Jewish
community is
rockin’ and rollin’!

By Shelley Kriegshaber,
President
Columbia Jewish Federation
If you attended the Federation’s annual Distinguished Service Award/Campaign
Kickoff or the Rich Recht Jewish rock concert two nights later, you saw the best
of our community – community members of all ages enjoying being Jewish in
Columbia! It’s what the Columbia Jewish Federation works hard to achieve building community, bringing people together and improving our quality of life.
In the next couple of weeks, the Columbia Jewish Federation is co-sponsoring
two national speakers about important Jewish topics – the Holocaust and Israel/
US Relations. On Sunday, November 4 at 7 p.m., Dr. Bernd Wollschlager, author
of “A German Life” shares his story of transforming from the son of a decorated

JOINT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA
Columbia Jewish Federation
and
Katie and Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center
The ColumbiaJewish Federation (CJF) and the Katie and Irwin Kahn Jewish
Community Center (CJCC) of Columbia, South Carolina are looking for a Joint
Executive Director to provide professional leadership to our Jewish community.
We seek an experienced leaderwith solid management skills and a successful
background in fundraising as well as the ability to inspire and motivate both staff
and lay leadership.
The Columbia community has a growing Jewish population of 3,000 individuals
with astrong commitment to Jewish life and many accomplishments, including
a $500,000 annual Federation Campaign and a prominent, new JCC located in
suburban Columbia, SC. The new JCC is 50,000 sf and includes a state of the art
membership units, and has an annual operating budget of $1.8M.

November 12 at 7:30 p.m., Gil Hoffman, the chief political correspondent for
the Jerusalem Post, will discuss how the outcome of the U.S.election will impact
Israel. We have invited a local church to join us as part of our community outreach.
Community professionals and volunteers work hard to arrange interesting and
informative events. Please do your part to take advantage of what is offered.
These events are being held at the beautiful Katie and Irwin Kahn JCC, the
centerpiece of our Jewish community. The center is a hub of activity all hours
of the day. JCC president Keith Babcock will proudly show you an impressive
list of all of the Jewish activities offered to our community in the last year. It’s
important that you continue to support the “J” every way you can.
Joni and Shep Cutler’s recent donation to the community is so exciting (see
page 1). Their generosity and kindness are such a blessing to all of us. As I’ve
said before, we have about 10 – 12 families who give the majority of our gifts.
We ask them for so much, and they usually respond very generously. Please take
time to thank them because our community could not be where it is without
them. In addition, I am also very excited and encouraged about all of the new
and increased pledges we have received this year. Thank you to everyone who
gives to the Columbia Jewish Federation campaign.
I am very happy about our growing numbers of young leaders – they are
beginning to take leadership roles in our community. We welcome them with
open arms!
As my term comes to an end, I’ve had the unique situation of not only serving as
Federation president, but also as interim executive director the last six months. I
am excited that within the next few months we hope to have a new joint executive
director of the Katie and Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center and the Columbia
entire community.
I offer very special thanks to my executive board for its hard work and
compassion and to our dedicated Federation staff. All of you have helped me
through the last two years. I wish Dr. Naomi Farber all the very best as she takes
over as the next president. And to my husband Rob, all my thanks and love for
your advice, patience, and understanding during my term as president.
Finally, what would our community be like without the Columbia Jewish
Federation? Please visit www.jewishcolumbia.org and click on the “It’s a Wonderful
Jewish Community” video. It’s a lighthearted look at the important work your
Federation is doing in Columbia.

Columbiais a vibrant, welcoming, friendly city that is home to both the South
Columbia’s Jewish community has three synagogues, a day school and offers a
wide variety of religious, educational and social opportunities.
The executive director will be responsible for the day to day management of the
CJCC campus and facility, as well as working with lay leadership to identify and
achieve community priorities. The executivewill serve as a leader for Jewish life
in Columbia, coordinating the efforts of many local Jewish organizations including
Jewish Family Services, Hillel at USC, the Federation Young Adult Division, BBYO,
the Columbia Jewish Film Festival and the Holocaust Education Commission.

management abilities. They should have a record of organizational development
and achievement, including at least three years in a leadership role. Experience
with facility management is preferred.
Competitive salary and compensation package offered. For consideration, please
submit a resume and cover letter with salary requirements to Janet S. Elam, Vice
President, JCC Association, janetelam@jcca.org.Responses by November 5, 2012
preferred.

2013 Proposed Columbia Jewish Federation Executive Board
President: Dr. Naomi Farber
Treasurer: Dr. David Lovit
Immediate Past President: Shelley Kriegshaber
Secretary and V.P./President-Elect
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Great start for Federation campaign!
Increased donations, a successful telethon, an organized campaign, and a surprise $100,000 donation by Joni and Shep
Cutler have kicked the 2013 campaign into high gear! “This is such a great feeling to see the community respond so generously
this year,” said Columbia Jewish Federation president Shelley Kriegshaber. “I think the theme of Power of Community is
resonating with our community. Our organizations are all working together, we have more collaborative programming, and
there’s a great sense of community.”
Special thanks go to campaign co-chairs Jackie Dickman Babcock, Dr. Naomi Farber, Dr. Henry Miller, and Harvey Helman
Adult Division are working on the campaign, and they are bringing in support from their network of friends.
Donors as of October 25 are listed below. Those who are new to the campaign or increased at least 10 percent are
highlighted. Those donors also receive a coupon for delicious cookies from Ally & Eloise Bakeshop on Forest Drive.
Donors who gave in honor of Shep and Joni Cutler are noted with double asterisks.

Columbia Jewish Federation
2013 Honor Roll of Donors
Men’s Division:
ZAHAV KING DAVID ($60,000+)
Shep Cutler
JERUSALEM ($10,000 - $29,999)
Jerry Kline
Fred Seidenberg
PRIME MINISTER ($5,000 - $9,999)
Bruce Filler
David Lovit
BEN GURION ($3,000 - $4, 999)
Keith Babcock
Robert Berger
Sam Elkins
Emmanuel Farber
Andrew Safran
Rick Silver
Gerald Sonenshine
Peter Stahl
Jack Swerling
Howard Weiss
MEN’S CHALUTZIM ($1,000 - $2,999)
Michael Arnold
Harvey Belson
Harold Friedman
Jay Friedman
Karl Goldberg
Joel Gottlieb
Harvey Helman
David Jacobs**
Hyman Karesh
Harold Kline
Jay Kline Jr
Robert Kriegshaber
Philip Levin
Howard Levy**
Neal Lourie
Henry Miller
Ian Scott Picow
Stephen T. Savitz
Brian Schroeder**
Joe Sharnoff
James Speed, Jr.**
Michael Tucker

Page 4

MEN’S MENSCH ($500 - $999)
Frank Baker
Samuel Baker
Marvin Bienstock
Allan Brett
Bernard Fleischman
Carl Freedman
Sam Friedman
Ira Greenberg
Pierre Jaffe**
Melton Kligman
Richard Kline
Sol Kline
Paul McCadam**
Marvyn Milman
Marc Rapport
Walker Rast
Ezra Riber
Jeff Selig
Steve Terner
MEN’S HaTIKVAH ($250 -$499)
Gerald Breger
Gerald Euster
Arthur Levy
Miles Moriarty**
Howard Nankin
Larry Needle**
Steven Rosansky
Howard Robinson
Joseph Rosen
Jeffrey Silver
Sherwood Stark
MEN’S CHAVERIM ($100 - $249)
David Albenberg**
Kenny Berger
Sanford Daniel
Ronnie Frank
Jerry Gibson
Daryl Giddings
Joseph Golson
Stan Gomberg
Gregg Helman
Edward Hertz
Jeffrey Miller
Ben Pearlstine
Gerald Polinsky
Harvey Rosen
Don Rutherford**
Ned Strauss

MEN’S SHALOM ($26 - $99)
Michael Babcock *new
Garry Baum
Michael Brown
Jerry Emanuel
Jonathan Leader
Bernard Levine
Frank Lourie
Frederic Medway
Harvie Nachlinger
Donald Portnoy
Jerry Rothstein
Gary Rudman
Sid Sasiene
Robert Scully
Alvin Steingold
Neal Sutker
Joseph Weiss
MEN’S BRACHAH ($1 -$ 25)
Herb Drucker
Steven Langer
David Polen *new
Women’s Division:
RUBY LION OF JUDAH ($10,000+)
Joni Cutler
Sue Kline
LION OF JUDAH ($5,000 - $9,999)
Barbara Blau**
Laurie Walden (in memory of Pat and Lee Baker)
POMEGRANATES ($2,500-$4,999)
Jackie Babcock-Dickman
Heidi Lovit
Nancy Sonenshine
GOLDA MEIR ($1,000 -$2,499)
Toni Elkins
Esther Greenberg
Peggy Jacobs
Helene Kligman
Patricia Lovit**
Sandra Poliakoff
Ruth Rast
Hannah Rubin
Jeannie Rubin
Ellen Seidenberg
Helen Silver
Rachel Silver

(Golda Meir continued)
Katherine Wu
Anny Zalesne
WOMEN’S KADIMA ($500 - $999)
Beth Bernstein**
Thalia Birch
Debbie Brett
Joanne Epley
Ferne Kantsiper
Claire Kline
Frances Levin
Tracy Miner**
Nancy Nankin
Mandy Riber
Alice Terner
WOMEN’S HaTIKVAH ($250 -$499)
Amy Berger
Carolyn Conway**
Sandra Euster
Lois Gibson
Bluma Goldberg
Annette Goldstein
Ina Gottlieb**
Reberta Karesh
Eleanor Levy
Minda Miller
Betty Watts Moriarty**
Heather Norby**
Marilyn Picow
Ella Schlosburg
Amy Scully
WOMEN’S CHAVERIM ($100-$249)
Nancy Adams**
Lory Bellino
Arlene Cherney
Meredith Engler
Roberta Friedland
Sandra Friedman
Faye Miller Goldberg
Lycia Golson
Nancy Gottlieb
Lyssa Harvey
Saundra Hertz
Beryl Jaffe**
Belle Jewler
Gerda Kahn
Blanche Kaplan
Gail Kinard
Faye Levinson
Barbara Levy

COLUMBIA

November/December 2012

2013 Honor Roll
of Donors
(Women’s Chaverim continued)
Rebecca Lourie
Abigail Magaro
Beth Maris
Claire Meltzer
Peggy Miller
Arline Polinsky
Carrie Raines
Roselen Rivkin
Sara Schecter Schoeman
Susan Scouten
Sara Spotts
Julie Strauss
Sue Sussman
Meira Warshauer
WOMEN’S SHALOM ($26 -$99)
Margie Arnold
Ann Barry
Helen Bellah
Sandy Cowen
Sylvia Crèmer Friedman
Rhena Denberg
Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor
Dorothy Eisenstadt
Meri Gergel
Gail Ginsberg
Connie Ginsberg
Carol Hansen
Ina Rae Hark
Lisa Helfer
Suzy Herzog
Susan Hitt
Carolyn Hudson
Paula Karesh
Ethel Miller
Gerri Lynn Miller
Annabelle Mischner
Arlene Pearlstine
Linda Price
Irina Plotkin
Karen Potnoy
Jewel Rotholz *new
Anne Solomon
Bethany Sorenson *new
Risa Strauss
Beatrice Weinberg
Leatrice Weiner
WOMEN’S BRACHAH ($1 - $25)
Stephanie Alexander
Laura Becker
Rae Berry
Shelli Charles *new
Renee Cohen
Helen Coplan
Ronnie Drucker
Blanche Feldman *new
Carol Glass
Sheila King
Basya Lesov
Marlene Roth
Charlotte Schonfeld
Evelyn Scott
Joan Tucker *new

Open your hand

Family Division:
Leeds & Katherine Barroll
Lindsey & Matt Bennett
Robert & Sherrill Blenner
Calvin & Hiroko Bowen
David & Jill Carr
Rabbi Jonathan & Rivke Case
Dennis & Pamela Cohen
Keven & Laney Cohen
Richard & Debra Cohn** *new
Pat & Nina Contino *new
Stanley & Melissa Dubinsky
Michael & Marilyn Ehmke
Barry & Jennifer Feldman
David & Lyssa Fischbein
Daniela Friedman & Michael Dojc *new
Ron & Terry Garber
Charles & Gaynelle Geffen
Mark & Dena Gelman *new
Terry Ross & Stan Gomberg**
David & Deborah Greenhouse
Steven Grosby & Naomi Farber
Karen & Russell Haber
Bobby & Barbara Kahn
Steve & Charyl Karelitz
Ariel & Maria Kattan-Mondino
Talap & Liza Khasiyetov
Paul & Hannah Kirschenfeld
Joseph & Vanessa Kligman
Peter & Sheryl Kline
Fred & Susan Kunik**
Gad & Bobbi Matzner
Richard & Diane Mellitz
Douglas & Irene Milliman
Sam & Kim Moses
Meir & Sheindel Muller
Rachel & Dan Noyes *new
Michael & Kelly Owens**
Michelle & Justin Peterson
Shmuel & Carolyn Playfair
Ron & Melissa Port
Marc & Ann Posner
Feliks & Sarra Rabinovich
Tom & Linda Rodgers
Boris & Natalya Rozin
Herman & Adele Salzberg
Howie & Emily Scher
D. Jack & Helene Selbiger
Todd & Erica Serbin
Meridith Goldstein & David Shure
Aaron & Betty Small
Bethany & Steven Sorenson
Hyman & Natalie Steckman
Sol & Mimi Stein
Jon & Debra Stombler
Harry & Sandy Strick
David & Debra Tedeschi
Steve & Marlene Tuchten
Frank & Barbara Volin
Jack & Sandra Whitton

Thank you for your support and demonstrating the Power of
Community! Thoughtful gifts of all sizes make a tremendous
difference in our ability to care for our fellow Jews – from our
children to our seniors. To pledge to our 2013 Campaign, please

to your needy kin
in your land.
Tzedakah is not just a charity box.
Our homeless need a warm bed, too.
Help Columbia’s Winter Shelter provide a safe, warm haven for our
community’s homeless. Donate clean sheets and towels today!
Most of us take clean sheets and towels for granted, but, to a person with no home, being provided
with fresh sheets and towels means a great deal. Your donation of a sheet or towel is a seemingly
small but surprisingly meaningful way to personally impact someone’s life.
This collection is an interfaith initiative with the support of the entire Jewish Community: Tree of Life
Congregation, Beth Shalom Synagogue, Chabad, the Columbia Jewish Day School, Jewish Family
Service, the Columbia Jewish Federation, and the Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center.
White sheets and towels are preferable, but any color is acceptable. The sheets must be twin, flat
and towels regular bath size. Collection boxes will be located at Tree of Life, Beth Shalom, and the
JCC.

The Columbia Jewish News received the following letter to the editor:
Dear Columbia Jewish Federation,
I am so disappointed that I cannot be there to share this very special night
[the Distinguished Service Award presentation] with Shep. He and I have
shared so many fabulous moments together as friends and as business
partners, but this award is so special and speaks so much to the man that
he is and his character of loving, giving, and sharing. I am so thankful that
Shep walked into my life over 30 years ago and can assure you that my life
of him. I say this knowing that there was a roomful of people there who
each have similar stories and whose lives and the lives of their families
and friends have been impacted because of Shep’s caring and generosity. I
have had the privilege of meeting many successful people in my life, but I
don’t know of any with any bigger heart and with any bigger “love of life”
important, is his generosity of taking time with people of all walks of life
and ALWAYS having an encouraging, positive, and uplifting comment for
them. Although he may not know it, Shep’s encouraging, positive comments
are remembered by myself and all the people he touches for the rest of
their lives.
Shep Cutler, I am proud to have you as my business partner, but much more

Page 5

COLUMBIA

November/December 2012
The Columbia Jewish Federation is working with many organizations to bring in two fabulous speakers. We hope to see you there!

ATES

RED ST

BLUE
STATES

and th e jewish state

Monday,
November 12 at 2:30 pm
USC Carolina Coliseum
CEO Room
FREE!

(You can enter from the outside, from the
Coliseum parking lot at the corner of
Assembly and Blossom. Email
PARDUNC@mailbox.sc.edu
if you have any questions)

Monday, November 12
at 7 pm

Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish
Community Center
306 Flora Drive | Columbia SC
FREE!

The USC Jewish Studies Program in the
College of Arts & Sciences and The USC
The Columbia
Jewish Community Center

PJ Library enjoyed celebrating Sukkot with some of our community’s youngest
members at the Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center Deck the Hut
program on September 30.
Participants decorated the sukkah with pipe cleaner chains and leaf cutouts
that they made themselves. They then listened to Sadie’s Sukkah Breakfast
during PJ Storytime. Finally, they made sock animals that they could celebrate
Sukkot with in the sukkah.

programming, email crc@jewishccolumbia.org.
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Jacob Deutschmann, who Deck the Hut attendees welcomed Sukkot in the JCC
participated in our PJ sukkah with their new sock friends.
Library read-a-thon and
read just shy of 17.5 hours
in the month of September,
celebrated Sukkot with his
sock bunny.
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Here are a couple of ways your generous gifts have helped the Columbia Jewish
Community:

JEWISH
FAMILY
SERVICE

By Laney Cohen,
Director
In thinking about this issue of the Jewish News, I tried to think about what
I would want my message to be. I want to share what I wrote last year, as I
don’t think that my feelings have changed any since, and I really want people
to remember what the true meaning is about. This year, like the years before,
continues to be a battle for families everywhere to make ends meet, while making
sure that children remain happy and healthy. I want to remind the community that
it’s not about “the latest and greatest” but about the quality and the memories.
Here are some thoughts from last year:
the kids that this isn’t the year for the greatest Lego set ever created?
Let us remember our ancestors, not that long ago, who upon coming to
this great land, had nothing. No money, and many no family or home. It

To_:

Certificate of Honor
The Columbia, South Carolina Jewish Community
Thank you for joining with us in the 2012 Spring Feinstein National
Challenge to fight hunger.

Together we raised a record total of $230 million- with over 1850 agencies and
schools participating from every state in the country.
You are a partner in what has become the most successful campaign of all
times to combat hunger in America. Thank you for helping to make it happen.
Hungry people in America are eating today-thanks to you.
With deep gratitude,
July 1, 2012

The Feinstein Foundation

holiday so special. It was the time of family gathering and the smell of
latkes that made the memories. Not the buying of the latest thing to come

thank you for it later.
I want to also take this time to introduce Sabrina Ceballos. If you see her,
please say hi!

and I have the great privilege of being the
JFS intern for the 2012-2013 school year. I
Work program at USC (and can now say I am

to drive, and I am not driving now. We need your tickets to go to rehab
and the doctor for both of us. Without this service and the savings to us,

will provide this service again, as there is a great need for all seniors in
the Jewish Community in Columbia, SC. As transportation is not good,
busy working or taking care of children and cannot take us to doctors and
shopping for food.

meeting and working with everyone this year.

Sabrina will be with JFS for the year, and we are very lucky to have her!
Shalom, Sabrina!
Thank you to Tree of Life Congregation for donating 254 lbs of food to the
Jewish Family Service food pantry and 189 lbs to Harvest Hope!

THANK YOU TO OUR 2012 DONORS! JFS could not do it without your generosity!

Ronald McDonald House and Jewish Family Service Needs You!
JFS is looking for people to help staff the Ronald McDonald House during the
Christmas Holiday so that the staff may enjoy the holiday with their own families.
Ronald McDonald House is a place where families find strength, and hope
among each other while dealing with what is sometimes the most difficult
situation of their lives.

3 days for volunteer opportunities!
Monday December 24, Tuesday December 25, Wednesday December 26
JFS needs volunteers who can stay at the house two hours at a time starting at 8
am on the 24th and ending at 5 pm on the 26th. You may reserve two shifts at a
time, and overnight shifts are from 10pm-8 am on December 24th and 25th. This
is a great way for students to earn volunteer hours while providing a Mitzvah at
the same time! Please contact Laney Cohen 787-2023 ext 220 for more
information.

Finally, thank you to all our vendors, participants, and attendees
for making the Head to Toe Extravaganza a huge success!
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Ask a Rabbi

Ask a Bubbie

Q

Q

Rabbi Levi Marrus
one I don’t know how to answer. What should I say when
asked this?
The First Law of Thermodynamics is that no energy is ever “lost” or destroyed;
it only assumes another form. If this is the case with physical energy, all the more
with the soul whose existence is not limited by time and space.
The spiritual energy that is the source of our sight and hearing, emotion and
intellect, will and consciousness does not cease to exist merely because the
physical body has ceased to function; rather, it passes from one form of existence
to a higher, exclusively spiritual form of existence.
From the Talmud to Maimonides, from Kabalah to Chasidut, a universal theme
in Judaism is that life does not begin with birth nor end with death. The Torah
makes this clear in Ecclesiastes 12:7, “And the dust returns to the earth as it
was, and the spirit returns to G-d, who gave it.”
Heaven and hell is where the soul relives its experiences on another plane, and
experiences the good it accomplished during its physical lifetime as incredible
happiness and pleasure, and the negative as very painful.
This pleasure and pain are not reward and punishment in the conventional
sense—rather we experience our own life in its reality—a reality from which we
were sheltered during our physical lifetimes. We experience the true effect of
our actions; it can be intensely pleasurable or incredibly painful—depending on
how we lived our lives. (Ethics of the Fathers 3:1)
The truth hurts. The truth also cleanses and heals. The spiritual pain of
gehinom—hell—cleanses and heals the soul of all the stains and blemishes that
its failings and misdeeds accumulated. Once freed of this negativity, the soul is
now able to fully enjoy the immeasurable good that its life engendered and “bask
in the Divine radiance” emitted by the Mitzvot that it brought into the world.
For a G-dly soul does far more good in its lifetime than evil. The core of the

Gail Ginsberg
a memorable Chanukah?

family to your Chanukah celebration so that your child will learn to connect
the holidays with family! Making a big deal out of our traditions for each holiday
that we celebrate will help inspire and encourage your child throughout his
lifetime and continue to inspire generation to generation. Reading special books
about Chanukah, singing Chanukah songs, and talking about the holiday will give
Chanukah added meaning.
A menorah just for your child will make him/her feel special. In our family, as
we light each candle on our menorahs, we say something meaningful and special
for each candle. Of course, some other usual Chanukah traditions such as cooking
latkes, playing dreidel games, opening a present each night, and eating chocolate
gelt make the celebration even more fun.
Happy Chanukah!

TZEVET LOMDIM
Sharing a meal at the Mediterranean Tea Room
Learning Together at the Solomon - Tenenbaum Lecture
October 4, 2012

So even the most wicked of souls experiences, at most, twelve months of
gehinom, followed by an eternity of heaven. Furthermore, a soul’s experience
of gehinom can be mitigated by the action of his or her children and loved ones,
here on earth.
Reciting Kaddish, Mishnah, and engaging in other good deeds “in merit of”
and “for the elevation of” the departed soul in effect, continues to act positively
upon the physical world, thereby adding to the goodness of its physical lifetime.

Have a question?
The rabbis of the Columbia Jewish Community write columns in response to
questions submitted by the readers. We encourage you - whether or not you are a
member of the Jewish community - to submit your queries on theology, morality,
ethics, religious observances, etc. for response by one of our rabbis.
If you have an issue you would like to see addressed, please email it to
crc@jewishcolumbia.org, and put “Ask a Rabbi” in the subject line of your
email. (It may take quite a while until your question is answered; there is also
no guarantee that your question will be selected for publication.) You will not be
that you cannot specify which rabbi should answer.

Todah Rabah to a generous grant from the Columbia Jewish
Federation .....for making this opportunity for the BSS and TOL
Religious School staffs possible.
Trenz Pruca

Milestones

Intern at Top Companies in Israel with Career Israel

Mazal Tov to...

program in Tel Aviv or Jerusalem open to international college graduates.
Over 700 internships are available at leading Israeli companies and

* Rachel Weissman, daughter of Sharon Weissman and David Reddy, on her
Bat Mitzvah
* Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor for delivering the invocation at the football
female Rabbi bless this occasion at Williams Brice stadium!
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politics, public relations, education, social work, engineering, and more. A
professional internship in Israel is an impressive and prestigious addition to
your resume and will make you an attractive candidate in the job market.
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Community Voices
It’s a Schor, Shure, Scher thing
Rabbi Leah and Adam Doberne-Schor, Meridith Goldstein and David Shure, and Emily and Howie Scher
we asked them to introduce themselves and send in a family picture.
The Doberne-Schor Family

We are Adam, Rabbi Leah, Micah (4) and Ella (1). We are natives of California (Leah) and Seattle (Adam)
and have lived in Columbia for two years. Adam is a professor of history at the University of South Carolina,
specializing in the ancient Mediterranean. Rabbi Leah serves as one of the part-time rabbis at Beth Israel
Congregation in Florence, SC. Micah and Ella go to CJDS. Although Schor is a part of our last name, we as
a family go by the combined Doberne-Schor (fyi Leah is the “Doberne” and Adam the “Schor”). This photo
was taken last summer while visiting the Schor grandparents in Seattle, WA. We were at the Ballard Locks,
watching the boats go up and down between Lake Washington and Puget Sound.

The Shure Family

In August 2010, the Shure Family relocated from Great Neck, New York to Columbia so that
David could practice Nephrology with the physicians at Columbia Nephrology Associates. With
the family’s move, Meridith began to work remotely, so as to continue her position as a senior
community made us feel right a home, so we purchased a house in Woodcreek Farms, making
our move to Columbia a permanent one.
It is important to us as parents to three young children (Ethan 5, Liam 2 ½ and Abigail 5
months) that we be involved in our children’s Jewish education and to be active members
of our community. Meridith, following in her parent’s footsteps, sits on the Board of Jewish
Federation, and David on the JCC board. Additionally, we belong to Beth Shalom and feel a
strong commitment to support the various organizations in the Jewish Community. We are
thrilled with our decision to relocate to Columbia and grateful to the Jewish Community for
the warm welcome that we received.

The Scher Family

Our family moved to Columbia in November of 2008, so I cannot introduce my family as
newcomers to the area; however, the theme used for introducing new families (Scher, Schor,
Shure) in this issue of the Jewish News appealed to our appreciation of alliteration. I will
provide an example that summarizes our feelings towards our new-ish home in Columbia:
Jews jumping joyously, juggling jobs.
After moving around the country for several years (Florida, New York, and California) we
settled in Columbia when Howie was offered a faculty position in the Department of Earth
and Ocean Sciences at Carolina. Emily, trained as a nurse practitioner, recently took a job at
Lexington Medical Center as a clinical applications specialist in the information technology
department. Our children, Elliot and Spencer, are in second grade and kindergarten at the
Columbia Jewish Day School. We chose to live in downtown Columbia to be close to the
cultural and intellectual heart of our city.
Emily and Howie met at the University of Rochester as undergraduates as the incoming and outgoing, respectively, president of Hillel.
and Howie is honored to be able to serve the Carolina Jewish community as faculty advisor for Hillel.
With small children in our home our lives are very tightly connected to the Columbia Jewish Day School. We are thrilled that our
children are able to spend their formative years in this warm, nurturing environment. Each day when we sit down to dinner the question
is, “Who wants to start?” Then we go around the table and share what we learned that day. One of our family goals is to learn something
new each day, and the Day School surely helps with that.
This week we joined several families at Beth Shalom synagogue in a rousing celebration of life, Torah, and family. We feel lucky to be
part of a community with so many people willing to invest their time and resources for Jewish life. Thus we feel fortunate to reinvest
the interest paid. Thank you for welcoming us.
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Rockin’ with Rick Recht!

Rick Recht, the top-touring musician in Jewish music, visited the Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center
on Saturday, October 20 to celebrate Havdalah and PJ Library with our community.
Thank you to John Mood and Fred Davidson for capturing the night with these amazing photos!
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For more pictures, visit us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/jewishcolumbia.
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Distinguished Service Award
Cutlers
The record breaking crowd enjoyed a wine and hors d’oeuvres reception with
a live jazz ensemble and a delicious dinner catered by Southern Way. The evening
was chaired by Dr. Lilly Filler and Jane Kulbersh. Wine was donated by Dr. and
Mrs. Eric Jablon and Mr. and Mrs. Josh Lieb in honor of Shep. A graduate of the
Columbia Jewish Day School, Itai Almor, sang the Hatikvah in appreciation of
everything the Cutlers have done for the Day School. Rabbi Hesh Epstein paid
tribute to Shep, and last year’s recipient Dr. Lilly Filler presented him with a
beautiful Shofar award. Fox News anchor Heather Norby spoke about the support
and respect she has for the Jewish people and Israel. CJF president Shelley
Kriegshaber produced a video starring Shep and Jerry Emanuel, showing what
the community would be like without the Federation.
campaign and Young Adult Division leader Carrie Raines talked about the active
young leaders in Columbia. The Cutlers gave everyone in attendance a silver
Special thanks to Penni Nadel for arranging table seating with assistance from
Gail Lieb. Beryle Jaffe and Marcie Baker created the fabulous magical top hats
for each table. Heidi Lovit, Laney Cohen, Cheryl Nail, and Melissa Roof worked
the welcome table. Thanks to everyone who served as table captains and to
friends of Joni and Shep who made appetizers. Special thanks to Kay Gross for
embroidering the supersized check!
To view all pictures from the evening, visit the Federation’s website at
www.jewishcolumbia.org.

Copyright © 2012 Kimberly Campbell

Pictured clockwise from top L: magical centerpieces created by Beryle Jaffe
and Marcie Baker; the “Great Sheppini” performs a dangerous magic trick
on his wife Joni; Joni Cutler and Ina Gottlieb; campaign chairs kickoff the
Federation campaign; the JCC social hall held a record crowd; many young
leaders were in attendance; Fox News anchor Heather Norby came to support
her friend Shep; Rabbi Sherman delivers the invocation; Risa Strauss and Carla
Davis; Dr. Manny Farber; Charlotte Kahn, Gail Lieb, and Barbara Blau enjoy the
evening; Rabbi Hesh Epstein paid tribute to Shep; Ken Cutler and Joel Gottlieb;
Columbia Jewish Day School alum Itai Almor dedicates the HaTikvah to Shep.

For more pictures, visit us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/jewishcolumbia.
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The Columbia Jewish Community enjoyed a very special Rick Recht
concert on October 20. Thanks go to CiCi’s Pizza at Sandhill Station
for the pizza dinner they generously provided prior to the concert.
Thank you to Best Western Plus Columbia Northeast, Jay King Music,
John Mood, Fred Davidson, the wonderful staff, volunteers, and
board members of the Columbia Jewish Federation, Katie & Irwin
Kahn Jewish Community Center, and Jewish Family Service for
making the concert possible. A special thank you goes to Debbie
Cohn for all her help with publicity; to Debby Mullen for organizing
security; to Teresa Kelly for staying late on a Saturday night to staff
the front desk; and to Federation president, Shelley Kriegshaber,
and JCC president, Keith Babcock, for their support.
Special thanks are extended to Risa Strauss, Alon Segal, and Rabbi
Meir Muller for organizing participation of the Religious Schools;
to Zach Roth, Michelle Peterson, David Greenhouse, and Abby
Magaro for mobilizing our youth groups, college students, and young
professionals; to Rabbi Daniel Sherman, Rabbi Jonathan Case, and
Rabbi Hesh Epstein for supporting community-wide programming;
safe night. Thank you also to the countless others who helped serve
drinks, move chairs, hand out programs, and otherwise chipped in
during the event.
Finally, a huge thank you goes to Baker & Baker Foundation and
Sue & Jerry Kline for making PJ Library possible in Columbia for
three years!

CiCi’s Pizza
A PROUD COMMUNITY PARTNER

$

5

49 $

5

$

LARGE 15”

VISIT THESE GREAT COLUMBIA LOCATIONS!
6120 St. Andrews Rd

803.750.5900

Garners Ferry Rd
at Woodhill
next to Target

715 Fashion Dr.
Village at Sandhill

803.419.8982

803.776.8900
2 CAN DINE FOR $10.99
Includes 2 Adult Buffets
& 2 Soft Drinks

Expires 12/31/12. Coupon required. Valid only at:
6120 St. Andrews Rd., 715 Fashion Dr., & Garners Ferry Rd.
at Woodhill. Not valid with any other offer.
Limit 1 per person, per coupon.

FREE KID’S BUFFET

With the Purchase of an Adults
Buffet & 2 Drinks
Expires 12/31/12. Coupon required. Valid only at:
6120 St. Andrews Rd., 715 Fashion Dr., & Garners Ferry Rd.
at Woodhill. Not valid with any other offer.
Limit 1 per person, per coupon.

$14.99 VALUE PACK!

2 Large 15” 1-Topping Pizzas &
Choice of Garlic Bread or Dessert
Expires 12/31/12. Coupon required. Valid only at:
6120 St. Andrews Rd., 715 Fashion Dr., & Garners Ferry Rd.
at Woodhill. Not valid with any other offer.
Limit 1 per person, per coupon.

3 Medium 12” 1-Topping Pizzas
Expires 12/31/12. Coupon required. Valid only at:
6120 St. Andrews Rd., 715 Fashion Dr., & Garners Ferry Rd.
at Woodhill. Not valid with any other offer.
Limit 1 per person, per coupon.

Thank you to the generous sponsorship of

Baker & Baker Foundation
Sue & Jerry Kline
for making PJ Library possible in the Columbia Jewish Community.

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous support of the Rick Recht concert:

Jay King Music

E
6120 S

$9.99 PIZZA DEAL!

celebrates its THIRD birthday in Columbia, SC!
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Community Voices
Our Trip to the Ukraine
Heidi and Patricia Lovit

On Sept. 26, 2012, we left for Yalta, where we toured the peninsula along the
Black Sea from stem to stern. The most interesting part of Yalta was the visit
to the Livadia Palace, the summer retreat of the last Russian tsar, Nicholas II
where The Yalta Conference was held in 1945. President Truman, Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, and Stalin secretly met on Feb.10-11, 1945 to discuss the
tour of the city, known as the greenest capital in the world with gardens, parks,
and wide, tree-lined streets, we boarded our own river boat to start our ten
days down the Dnieper River. One of the highlights of our short stay in Kiev was
a concert by the National Men’s Choir of the Ukraine.
We then headed down the river to Kremenchug, Zaporozhe, Kherson, and
renovated Opera House. On the way to Odessa, we passed through the town of
Nikolayev where Heidi’s grandfather, Louis Kligman was born and left in 1925.
It was a major shipbuilding city on the river at that time and is now a thriving
port city. Then back up the river to Dniepropetrovsk, Kaniv, and back to Kiev.
After a full day of sightseeing in Kiev, we hired a private guide and driver to
visit the Jewish sites. Kiev is a very large city with 4,000,000 people and very
spread out with approximately 80,000 Jewish residents today.
We went to see the beautiful Podil Synagogue, which was built in 1895, now
operated by Chabad. The Synagogue was closed, but a security guard unlocked
the building so we could see the sanctuary. One of the amazing things was
that the guard trusted us and didn’t even ask for our passports. The Synagogue
was lovely inside and it had gorgeous chandeliers. In 1929, the synagogue was
closed, and the building was converted into a stable. The building was further
a synagogue again n 1992. They have a Jewish Center of Learning and a hotel
adjacent to the complex for visitors and congregants to stay in during the
holidays when they need to walk to services.
From there we went to the Brodsky Synagogue which was built in 1898.
The building was devastated during the Second World War by Nazis and was
renovated in 2000. This is the Orthodox synagogue with a membership of many
of the wealthiest families in Kiev. It was also closed during the communist
regime and used as a puppet theatre for a long period. The Synagogue also had
a marvelous Judaica shop and gorgeous chandeliers. An old man stopped us to
From there we saw the statue of Shalom Aleichem, pen name of Solomon
Naumovich Rabinovich, a leading Yiddish author and playwright who wrote the
musical Fiddler on the Roof. He married a Jewish Ukrainian woman, and in 1905,
as pogroms swept through southern Russia, he resettled in New York City where
he wrote most of his stories. He died of TB in 1916.
Our next stop was to Babi Yar where there was a large bronze Menorah
the Jews to commemorate this tragedy. During the Nazi occupation in 1941,
and 30th and pushed into the natural ravine – a mass grave. Approximately
200,000 Ukrainians including Jews, Soviet POWs, communists, and Gypsies were
all slaughtered during the two-year occupation; this is considered the largest
single massacre in the history of the Holocaust. The Ukrainians built a monument
in 1976 a little further away from the actual site, but our guide wouldn’t let
us see it since it is considered propaganda and controverserial and does not
acknowledge the loss over 100,000 Jewish lives. The last leg of our trip really
meant a lot to both of us. It was so interesting learning how our forefathers
lived. The Ukrainians are now living in a peaceful environment, and our guide
told us that there was no anti-Semitism in the Ukraine and all religions can live
there in peace.
The Ukrainians have had a hard life over the years. They were in the middle
of all the wars – Tartars, Cossacks, Turks, Greeks, Russians, and Germans. They
have had their freedom since 1991 and are trying very hard to bring their country
into the modern world. Hardly anyone spoke English, which could really be a
problem, but we seemed to manage okay.
We both enjoyed the trip very much. We learned quite a lot about their
history and culture. But, in the end, we were glad to be home and appreciate
all the comforts that we are fortunate to have.
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Clockwise from top L: Podil Synagogue; wash stations at Podil Synagogue; Pat
in front of the Bimah at Podil Synagogue; Heidi and Pat in front of the Babi
Yad Menorah; Torah blessings in Ukrainian and Hebrew; Pat in front of Brodsky
Synagogue

5209 Forest Drive, Suite B
803.708.2982
www.allyandeloise.com

Invite us to bring dessert!
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Tree of Life
The Jewish month of Cheshvan has been designated as
“social action” month, and through various programming events
and facilitations, our Temple and Religious School students will
be quite busy “repairing the world.”
We are honored to be helping the City of Columbia Winter
Homeless Shelter by participating in the community-wide
collection of sheets and towels for the facility. Collection tubs are
in the foyer of our congregation. We will, of course, continue to
support the food banks at Jewish Family Service and Harvest
Hope, which are desperately in constant need of food stuffs. Tree
of Life is thrilled, as always, to be participating in the annual
Community Thanksgiving Dinner and Turkey Drive, which this
year will be on Sunday evening, November 18 at Rehoboth United
Methodist Church. For more information on any of our
programming, please go to www.tolsc.org.
Tzedakah, our Hebrew word for November, is the
perfect example of a word b’Ivrit that means so much
more than any one-word translation. More
ubiquitous than possibly any other Hebrew word in
Judaism, the letters tzadee, dalet, kuf, and hey come
together to form the following “concept”: that it is an
act of justice to give to those in need and an
obligation on all of us, as well as a responsibility.
Tzedakah, often incorrectly translated as charity, is
the Jewish way to pursue social and economic justice–and, as a
means to an end, a way to create a more perfect world. Though in
Hebrew, Tzedakah only has 4 letters–3 vowels and 3 syllables–its
meaning is extraordinary!
Hebrew words with the root letters tzadee, dalet, and kuf are associated
with righteousness and justice. Common expressions include “Lirdof
Tzedek”–pursue justice–which is also the name of the URJ’s National
Social Action Program.Between two people (especially shopkeepers
in the middle of Jerusalem), it would not be uncommon to hear “Ani
Tzodek!”–I am right. “Lo, Ani tzodek!”–No, I am right!

”Ani Tzodek!” “Lo, Ani tzodek!”

TOL WRJ Book Club
The TOL WRJ Book Club focuses on books with
a Jewish or Israeli theme. We meet at 7 p.m. on
the second Thursday of every other month. Here
is the current schedule:

CHANUKAH HAPPENINGS AT
TREASURES FROM THE TREE

Thursday, November 8, 2012 All Other Nights
by Dara Horn, meeting at Devine Foods
Thursday, January 10, 2013 Kosher Chinese
by Michael Levy, meeting at Miyo’s on Forest
Drive
There is no charge to attend and no registration
– just show up! New members are encouraged.
All are welcome.
Questions? Contact Amanda Hamilton or Ilene
King.
Coming Soon!
CPR/AED Training - November 18th @ 10 a.m.
Watch the TOL website for details!
Important Dates in November-December, 2012
11/2: Kidz Shabbat, 6:45pm with childcare; Regular Shabbat Services,
7:30pm
11/4: RS Pancake Breakfast, honoring Lt. Col. Pat Contino: Husband,
Dad, Teacher, and “Army Doc”
Adult Education: Sundays, 9am-10am: Beginning Hebrew with
Rabbi Leah Doberne Schor and 11/13, 20, 27, and 12/4,
6pm-9pm: classes with Rabbi Sherman, Rabbi Marcus, and
Risa Strauss
12/02: Sunday School for Adults: Keeping December in Perspective,
11:45am-1:00pm, Grade 7 Family Life
12/07: Kidz Shabbat, 6:45pm with childcare; Regular Shabbat
Services, 7:30pm
Chanukah Excitement
12/9: Religious School Chanukah Happening
12/14: Chanukah Dinner and Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Sherman
with the help of Kitah Hey (5th level Hebrew)
12/15: JET-Jewish Education for Tweens Programming; Grades 4-6
from BSS and TOL…Maccabiah Competitions and Last Night of
Chanukah Celebration! 6-9pm at Beth Shalom Synagogue
12/16: Tzevet Lomdim ( Jewish Teacher Education), 1:15pm-3pm at
Tree of Life Congregation, Chanukah Lunch and end-of-semester
celebration for all BSS and TOL Teaching Staffs.

Chanukah will be here soon (Dec. 8th),
and Treasures from the Tree Judaica Shop
has all your needs to help make this
a special holiday!
menorahs...Chanukah candles...gelt...dreidels...
jewelry...Chanukah pins...puzzles...wooden
boxes...key chains...cookie cutters...plastic and
wooden dreidels...Chanukah straws...men’s
Chanukah ties...mezzuzahs...cards...picture
frames...wine bibs...mah jongg carrying bags
and soaps...Bar and Bat Mitzvah gifts...wedding
gifts...tallit sets...and much more more!

Need an electric menorah? We have
several to choose from!
Open during Sunday School,
9 a.m.--1 p.m.,
or you may call Donna Magaro at 781-9791
for an appointment

MORGANELLI’S
PARTY

STORE

“Great Parties Start
Here”
803.787.5651

3155 Forest Drive
Columbia, SC 29204
John Morganelli, owner

For Sale
3 Acres

Gesher

Jewish Outreach

2005 Smith Rd., Newberry, SC
Listing Price: $79,000
MLS Number: 311369
Desirable corner of Smith Road and Glenn Street at 4-way stop intersection.
Cleared and leveled, it is an excellent investment opportunity for multifamily, duplexes, single homes, or senior housing. Adjacent to Newberry
Academy and within blocks of Newberry College and new Piedmont Tech. Also

t,PTIFS8JOFT
t'JOF$JHBST
t#BS.JU[WBIT
supplies & etc.
t#BU.JU[WBIT
supplies & etc.
t#FFS8JOF
t-JRVPST

Lutheran Hospice’s Gesher Program
helps Jewish patients reaffirm life,
enjoy the life they are given, and
accept the reality of death while
maintaining hope to live each day
fully. Our healthcare professionals
are specially trained and sensitive
to Jewish traditions and values.
Working in partnership with the
patient, caregivers, physician, Rabbi,
and synagogue, our team ensures
coordinated and collaborative care
that embraces each unique patient.

established neighborhoods.

Contact Agent Linda Renwick today!
O: 803.276.3676
C: 803.924.0148

803.461.0456
www.lutheranhospice.org
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Beth Shalom
Columbia Center
for
Jewish Learning

Sponsored by Beth Shalom Synagogue

Courses:
Fall 2012
Ten Events that Affected the Arab- Israeli Conflict
Instructor: Dr. Josef Olmert, USC
Jews in the Arts
Instructor: Dr. Federica K. Clementi, USC
Instructor: Dr. Alan Weinberg, Columbia College
Instructor: Mr. Larry Needle

Spring 2013

Columbia Center
for
Archeology and the Bible
Instructor: Dr. Jonathan Leader, USC Jewish Learning
Kabbalah and our Daily Lives
Instructor: Rabbi Jonathan Case, Beth Shalom Synagogue

Sponsored by Beth Shalom Synagogue
Each17,
course
is $100 for
1-hour
Spring 2013 (January
24, February
14,ten
21,
Marchclasses
7, 14, 21, April 4, 11, 18)

Courses:

Columbia Jewish
Day School

Call
For 2: 7:45-8:45 p.m.
Course
Course 1: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Fall 2012
Registration
Ten Events that Affected
the Arab- Israeli Conflict
Instructor: Rabbi Jonathan Case, Beth Shalom Synagogue
Instructor: Dr. Jonathan Leader, USC Information
Instructor: Dr. Josef Olmert, Today!
USC
Jews in the Arts(803) 782-2500
Call forInstructor:
Registration
Information
Today!
(803) 782-2500
Dr. Federica
K. Clementi,
USC
Instructor: Dr. Alan Weinberg, Columbia College
Instructor: Mr. Larry Needle
Bethshalomcolumbia.org,
5827 North Trenholm Road, Columbia, SC . 29206
Spring 2013

Students at CJDS are currently
exploring the election process. The
third through fifth grade class each
have a particular role. The third graders
are tasked with voter registration.
The children are studying who has the
right to vote in our country. They are
attempting to decide which classes at
CJDS should take part in voting (can and
should toddlers vote?) As we get closer
to the election, they will “register” each
school voter.
The fourth graders will represent different candidates. They will carefully
read stump speeches, party platforms, and candidates’ remarks. They will use
this information to inform other students in the school about “their” beliefs and
goals. Unlike the general election, at CJDS there will be no negative campaigning.
Fifth graders will run the entire election. They began their work by exploring
the role of the Electoral College. They will read about polling places and decide
how the CJDS ballot will look. Election years have traditionally afforded the entire
school to learn and take part in the democratic process and this year promises
to be no different. Most school children will enter a voting “booth” (created by
students) and cast their ballot.
We have found that children invariably vote the way their parents do. Great
pains are taken to present a balanced view of both candidates in hopes to ensure
that every student can feel proud of his or her choice.
At CJDS the topic of social studies is much more then just memorizing facts.
Social studies is a hands on process where children learn history, civics, economics,
anthropology and a host of other topics.

Archeology and the Bible
Instructor: Dr. Jonathan Leader, USC
Kabbalah and our Daily Lives
Instructor: Rabbi Jonathan Case, Beth Shalom Synagogue

TUESDAYS WITH FRIENDS

Senior
Program
Each course is $100
for ten 1-hour
classes
Everyone
Welcome
Call For
Come enjoy
the Fun, Food & Friendship
Registration
Information
AllToday!
for only $4
(803) 782-2500

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m
Bethshalomcolumbia.org, 5827 North Trenholm Road, Columbia, SC . 29206

Beth Shalom Synagogue
5827 North Trenholm Rd

Tuesday, November 13, 2012
(program to be announced)

Tuesday, December 4, 2012
Featuring Lyssa Harvey
(creative hands-on activity)

Fun Fitness & Birthday Celebration!
To RSVP call 782-2500
This program is funded in part with a grant from
the BJH Foundation for Senior Services, the Columbia Jewish Federation,
SC Respite Coalition, and Day Break Adult Care Services.
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Stay Warm this Winter at the JCC!

The days may be getting shorter, but we still have lots going on here at the Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center! From quality adult
programming like special guest speaker Gil Hoffman and (almost)Live from the 92nd Y to great kids events like our Havdalah Hootenanny, we
have something for everyone. Please join us at one or more of these events this winter. Our Jewish programming is for YOU!

Check o
ut
great No our
vember
and
Decemb
er event
s!

Red States, Blue States, and the Jewish State

Guest speaker Gil Hoffman, Chief Political Correspondent and analyst
for the Jerusalem Post, will provide an insiders perspective on the US
election’s impact on Israel.
Monday, November 12 at 7 pm - FREE!

Hanukkah is just
around the corner!

Holiday Bazaar

Support your local artisans by shopping at our first annual Holiday
Bazaar. We’ll have something for everyone on your list.
Sunday, December 2 from 10 am to 4 pm - FREE!

Almost Live - Madeline Albright

December 5 | 8 pm

Madeleine Albright

Hear Albright’s story along with her
interviews with contemporaries and
newly available documents about the
enormously complex events that took
place during World War II.

$8 single ticket (advance);
$10 single ticket (door)
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT JCC
FRONT DESK

Come enjoy a pre-recorded broadcast of the amazing Madeline
Albright as the last of our 2012 92nd Y Series.
Wednesday, December 5 at 8 pm - $8 advance; $10 door

Community Menorah Lighting

Join us each evening as we light our community menorah.
December 8-15 at 5:15 pm (5 pm on Friday, Dec. 14) - FREE!

Havdalah Hootenanny

Come jam with us this Hanukkah! We’ll sing, dance, celebrate
Havdalah and light our Hanukkah candles. Perfect for kids of all ages!
Saturday, December 15 at 6 pm - FREE!

Give it a TRI!
On Sunday, October 14th the JCC presented Give it a TRI kids triathlon on
the Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center Campus. Nearly 60 youth
triathletes participated in the afternoon’s events. Participants 5-10 years of
age completed a 100-yard swim, 1.5-mile bike, and ½-mile run. Participants
11-14 years of age completed a 200-yard swim, 3-mile bike, and 1-mile run.
Award winners included:
13-14 Girls
1. Tori Agostini
2. Breland Green
3. Cassidy Green

9-10 Girls
1. Caroline Agostini
2. Helen Barthe
3. Tori Powell

13-14 Boys
1. David Munn Carstensen
2. Joshua Rose

9-10 Boys
1. Mark David Wild
2. Dan Todd
3. Thomas Livoti Jr

11-12 Girls
1. Lauren Schwarz
11-12 Boys
1. Tomas Robertson
2. Aaron Stark
3. Will Cason

Sunday, December 2 | 10 am - 4 pm

8 & Under Girls
1. Madi Powell
2. Anna Todd
3. Lauren Black
8 & Under Boys
1. Wesley Black
2. Caleb Welsford
3. Colby First

JCC Kids Triathlon Proudly Thanks
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina
DaVinci Financial Designs
Ram Clutches
Zvejnieks Foundation of South Carolina
Ameris Bank
Mabry Engineering
Northpoint Heating and Air
Rita’s Italian Ice at Village of Sandhills
Publix
Road ID
Smitty’s Printing

Interested in being a vendor? Contact Laurie Slack
at lauries@jcccolumbia.org

Columbia Jewish Film Festival
February 9-14, 2013

The Columbia Jewish Film Festival celebrates its 13th year at the brand new
Nickelodeon Theater, located on 1607 Main Street. A wonderful selection
of movies for all ages will be showcased.
and to learn about sponsorship opportunities. There is also a direct link to

The Festival weekend will kick off with a B’nai Mitzvah Party on Saturday
night, February 9, at the Nickelodeon, followed by a special documentary,
Hava Negila.
Watch your mailbox and email for more information.
Mark your calendar NOW and make plans to attend!
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BBYO
Summer 2012 NEWSFLASH!

and friends as we celebrate the New Year and ask for forgiveness. As a college
Hillel at the University of South Carolina is ….
student, this is a time when we remember we are away from home during one of
the
most important
days in our faith. As Hillel, we wanted students to feel like
…..ACTIVE
ON CAMPUS…..
they were home again during these important days. Hillel decided to bring Rosh
Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor has developed relationships across the USC community.

in Summerton, SC the weekend of October 5-7 for their AIT/MIT newcomer’s
convention.
New AZA and BBG members from Augusta, Charleston, Columbia, and
Savannah spent the weekend meeting the council board and special guest,
Sarah Minion, the International BBG president. Sarah is deferring her freshman
cities and chapters throughout the world. The 19-year-old hails from Cherry
Hill, New Jersey and is a member of South Jersey Region BBYO.

were given the opportunity to go to a host house to observe the holidays, but this
year we wanted to do more. We wanted to incorporate traditions that students
were used
to seeing
back
they observed the holidays. We once again
Students
had their
first home
sukkahwhen
on campus!
offeredHthe opportunity to go to a host family’s house for Rosh Hashanah, but on
a Shabbat
Dinner
at the Tree
Life!
top of USC
that,Parents
HillelWeekend
hosted featured
a catered
dinner
on campus
inofthe
Capstone Campus
Room. New and old members from varying grade levels came out to celebrate with
their peers. Before dinner, students were able to mingle and meet new people,
…accessing
RESOURCES,
and
after dinner,
students carpooled to neighboring synagogues to go to services.
the connection
to the
campus
Tree of Life Congregation and Beth Shalom rovided
Congregation
opened
their
doors to
students during this time. Rosh Hashanah was a big success so we knew that we
Rabbi helped students access other Jewish resources such as how to become a camp
should do
something
campus
observance
of Studies
Yom Kippur.
this
counselor
at the on
JCC,
find outinmore
about Jewish
courses,For
andthe
learnholiday
more about
year Hillel
hosted
a
break
the
fast.
We
had
bagels
driven
down
all
the
way
from
summer opportunities
Maryland,
and
enjoyed
the company
of resources
our fellow
Gamecocks
while
we talked
Rabbi
haswe
connected
Jewish
students with
at Hillel
International
to obtain
and
about all
theresources
food we had missed in just 24 hours. Hillel was so happy to have a
share
great student turnout to both events, and it was wonderful to enjoy the company
……….and
in thethe
COMMUNITY!
of
our peersstaying
whileconnected
we observed
high holy days like we did back home. We are
Rabbi
andsuch
the students
took partJewish
in Mitzvah
Day!
lucky to
have
a wonderful
community
that opens their doors to us
during these holidays, and we are thankful that we were able to observe within
Rabbi Leahathas
been the
point of contact for parents of prospective students!
the community
school
andfocal
in Columbia.
-Rachel Miller, Secretary
New and improved website (www.hillelatusc.com

This month we take some time to meet Hillel at USC’s Religious Chair: Jesse Totten
Federation, 306 Flora Dr, Columbia, SC 29223. Be sure to specify “HILLEL” in
(2015)

to a nice

Hometown: Charlotte, NC
towardInternational
a catered holiday
dinner.
Major:
Studies
and French
Campus activities: Hillel at USC Religious Chair; Honors College; Gamma Phi

Acting as spokesman, Columbia AZA member
Harrison Lapin displays his team’s project.

During the last 30 years at least 11 international presidents have visited
Columbia and/or a Dixie Council convention, which shows that, even though
our council is one of the smallest worldwide, it attracts the attention of the
international youth leadership.
Billed as the Dixielympics, the AIT/MIT conventioneers divided into teams
and competed in a number of exciting and challenging events. Among the
other programs during the weekend were Friday night, Saturday morning, and
which 11 Israeli athletes and coaches died at the hands of Palestinian terrorists,
and a social Saturday night. They were also able to watch the second half of
the Carolina-Georgia football game.
Members are planning for their annual Beau / Sweetheart dance scheduled
for January 12 during a BBYO weekend.
BBYO is a youth-led, adult-supervised program which programs in a variety
of areas. For the girls, BBG, it’s community service, social action, creativity,
Jewish heritage, sisterhood and recreation. The boys, AZA, plan programs
in community service/social action, Judaic, athletic, social
and education. Membership is available to all Jewish rising
ninth-graders through seniors. For more information contact
Grant Kilgore or Bethany Smith.

BBYO now has a program for middle school students called,
BBYO Connect. For more information, contact Rona Goldstein
at rgoldstein@bbyo.org.
- Jerry Emanuel
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How did you get involved with Hillel at USC?
“I was active in my high school youth group and I only considered colleges that had
a Hillel… [Freshman year] I enjoyed the activities I did come to.” Later in Jesse’s
freshman year, “I saw that Hillel at USC had a Birthright trip. It was a way to meet
people and I wanted to go with USC students.”
Tell us about that Birthright Trip:
“It was incredible.” A special moment for Jesse was Shabbat in Jerusalem: “Nothing
was open; no one was driving. I loved the concept that the whole country can
shut down to celebrate a Jewish holiday… and that we all joined together and
celebrated together. The trip made me feel so much ore connected to Israel… I
didn’t feel like it was my homeland until I went there.”
Tell us about your plans as Religious Chair:
Jesse was thrilled that this year Hillel was able to have Rosh Hashanah dinner and
Yom Kippur break-fast on campus. She noted that “there were a lot of freshmen
at the Rosh Hashanah dinner” – what a great way to engage new students! She is
also hoping to continue Hillel’s tradition of Shabbat dinners and to work on holiday
celebrations throughout the year. There was a sukkah on campus again this year,
and Jesse is looking forward to the Passover seder on campus. Jesse notes: “I really
liked Passover [on campus] because I couldn’t go home.” There was “so much
socializing [at the seder] we almost forgot to do the end of the service… we were
all excited about celebrating the holiday together.”
“In high school I was really involved in my youth group.” Coming to USC, where
so many people come from other backgrounds, Jesse adds that it is meaningful
small size of the Jewish community on campus “makes it more special because the
people who are there really want to be Jewish, and so they seek it out.”
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YAD Break the Fast
By Robyn Bader
Young Adult Division
of the Columbia Jewish Federation
Yom Kippur is a time to remember
past love ones and to repent for our
sins. We observe this holiday by going
to temple services, fasting, and then
breaking the fast with family and
friends. As a young adult living in the
Columbia area, I have little family in
the Carolina’s to spend such a solemn time with. Being a part of the Young Adult Division
(YAD) group has become a wonderful way to continue to stay involved in the Jewish
community and have a different kind of family to celebrate with for the High Holy days.
A wonderful part of Yom Kippur is the Break the Fast (BTF). This year, I had
the joy of hosting the BTF with the YAD group. It was a great way to celebrate
Yom Kippur that ends the celebration of the Jewish New Year for times of new
beginnings, health and happiness. The lovely spread of bagels and lox was
adjoined by new friends and old, sounds of Rick Recht, and Jewish stories.
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The Columbia Jewish Disaster Response Team is a Jewish community organization
dedicated to serving those in need of assistance during special times. Our disaster
membership to anyone. The Disaster Team partners with the American Red Cross
to assist and respond to emergencies in local, regional and national disasters.
We have invited all of our Jewish community to become a part of this disaster
team and at present we have over 50 who have volunteered.
We are assisting the Red Cross in Mass Care that includes Feeding, Sheltering,
Disaster Mental Heath, Counseling and Communication Ham Radio Operations. The
Tree of Life Temple has approved the Temples kitchen for preparing the food for
Red Cross emergencies and the kitchen has been approved by DHEC.
When Hurricane Isaac hit the Gulf communities 20,000 were put in overnight
shelters and 400,000 meals and snacks were served.
Our disaster team will be made up of volunteer members who will be trained
by the American Red Cross .
If you are interested in helping our organization meet the needs of these people

Advertise Your Business!
The Columbia Jewish News is published six times per year
and is distributed free of charge
to over 1,200 local businesses and households.

Call 787-2023 x. 219 for rates and info!
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