
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL
15 Jamesbury Drive, Worcester, MA

5:15 P.M. – 10:00 P.M.
Registration begins         Refreshments to follow.

“Defining My Jewish Identity”

Purchase Torathon tickets
and view classes online at

jewishcentralmass.org/torathon
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Sponsored by

Once again this year, Torathon will
begin with a joyous one hour concert
starting at 6pm.  Sit back and enjoy as a
cadre of noted Jewish cantors and musicians
led by Ellen Allard share the stories and music that
helped shape their own Jewish identity.
Following the concert, our wonderful evening of learning 
will begin. From 7pm to 10pm you can choose from 25 
one hour classes, lectures, discussions, and workshops led 
by the region’s distinguished rabbis, cantors, Jewish edu-
cators, Jewish community and organizational leaders.
A dessert reception and social hour will close the evening. 



Refreshments in the Social Hall.  Dietary laws observed.

ONGOING from 5:15PM

Registration
•   People will be available at registration tables
    to assist you with all the room assignments.

•    Some classrooms will have limited seating.
    Please be prepared with alternate choices.
•   New courses may be added following this printing.
•   Your Torathon ticket includes concert, and all classes.

Please check for any changes at the registration tables, or 
online at jewishcentralmass.org/torathon

5:50PM • Havdalah Service - Sanctuary

6:00PM • Concert

7:10PM -10:00PM • Classes

10:00PM -11:00PM • Social Hour

A1 THIS WEEK’S ELECTION RESULTS: GOOD FOR THE JEWS? ISRAEL?
Join us in analyzing the results of this past week’s elections in the House and Senate.  
Democrats?  Republicans?  Independents?  How will the new president and the new com-
position of the Congress affect the interests of Israel and the American-Israel alliance?
JACK GOLDBERG, Area Director for AIPAC (The American-Israel Public Affairs 
Committee)

A2 HOW THE MUSIC OF DEBBIE FRIEDMAN MADE ME THE RABBI I AM TODAY
My journey into the Rabbinate began with Jewish music, specifically the inspiration of 
Debbie Friedman z”l.  Through personal biography and song, we’ll go on a journey with 
a particular focus on the music and spirit that Debbie brought to thousands through her 
healing services.
RABBI RACHEL GUREVITZ, Congregation B’nai Shalom, Westboro.

A3 WHAT IS “JEWISH TIME” AND WHERE DID IT COME FROM?
The major ideas of the Jewish religion, even though they are intangible, are made acces-
sible by being embedded in time.  The Jewish holidays have a richness and tradition that 
goes back as far as creation. Join us as we look at the calendar and how Jews celebrate 
and mark time and attempt to control events totally out of our control.
RABBI AVIVA FELLMAN, Congregation Beth Israel

A4 WHAT CAN JUDAISM TEACH US ABOUT PARENTING?
Together, we will explore the role of the father through different Jewish civilizational 
periods and think about how we might envision the role of the parent for the emerging 
generation. We will look at classic texts, as well as contemporary readings, that will aid our 
discussion. And, we will share stories of important parenting moments through a Jewish 
lens of spiritual values. 
RABBI JAMES GREENE, Assistant Executive Director at the Springfield Jewish 
Community Center.

A5 AZAMRA: SPIRITUAL SELF-TRANSFORMATION THROUGH FINDING ‘DOTS’ 
OF GOODNESSS
We will read and discuss ‘AZAMRA’, the foundational lesson about spiritual growth of 
Hassidic Master Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav (1772-1811). Topics likely to arise from the 
text include: the challenges of judging others favorably, how behavior can change your 
feelings and/or beliefs, transforming a ‘wicked’ one, and creating a melody of YOUR good 
points.  A niggun (melody) you can take with you,will be taught.  No knowledge of Hebrew 
or Hassidism is necessary.
RABBI CAROL GLASS has served as a Hillel and pulpit rabbi, and is a Healthcare 
Chaplain, a Jewish spiritual Director, and a Mussar teacher. 

A6 ISRAELI TEENAGERS WEIGH IN ON “WHAT MATTERS TO THEM.”
Every year our Jewish Federation brings two young Israeli emissaries to our community to 
live and learn with us, to interact with our adult community, our children and our grandchil-
dren, even college students. In this session they will share with us how they and so many 
other young Israelis view their Jewish identity as shaped by their unique Israeli experience. 
What about Jewish observance, fear of assimilation, and their plans to enter the IDF (Israel 
Defense Force).   Join in the discussion as we learn from these amazing young people. 
SAHAR DAYAN, Talmey Elazar, Israel.  YOAV LUXENBOURG, Holon, Israel.
Moderator, LIZ BAKER, Young Emissary Program coordinator

A7 “ENOUGH ABOUT ME”
What is the essence of Judaism all about?  Is it doing what makes me feel good, or is it 
doing what G-d wants from me?  With text and power point we will discuss two mitzvot that 
were performed each morning by the Kohanim in the Holy temple, analyze a perplexing 
Talmudic story, and then discover that these are the keys to answer some very fundamen-
tal questions about our relationships with G-d and with each other.  No previous Hebrew or 
textual knowledge needed- only curiosity!
RABBI MICHOEL PHILLIPS, Central Mass Chabad

A8 EXPLORING THE BDS PHENOMENON
The acronym “BDS” (Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions) refers to an international move-
ment aimed at either delegitimizing the State of Israel, or, as a means to pressure Israel to 
change its policies toward the Palestinians.  We will explore what it is, who’s behind it, and 
what is being done to counteract it locally and elsewhere.
RABBI MICHAEL SWARTTZ, Beth Tikvah Synagogue, Westboro

ALEPH   7:10 PM – 8:00 PM
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In addition to Ellen you will be entertained by
Cantor Jeri Robins and Cantor Rachel Reef-Simpson, 
along with Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz, Rabbi Suri Krieger, 
and soloist Sharon Brown Goldstein.

Noted singer and songwriter 
Ellen Allard will once again 
lead a number of noted
Cantors and Jewish Musicians 
in presenting a very special 
concert in which each of the 
participants share the story and 
music that helped shape their 
own Jewish Identity.   



BET  8:10 PM – 9:00 PM GIMEL  9:10 PM – 10:00 PM

B1 JEWISH IDENTITY AND THE POLITICS OF SEX AND GENDER IN THE TALMUD
The Talmud, a primary source for Jewish identity, records stories about many kinds of women including 
some who were Torah scholars. Often teaching the Torah of compassion, their perspective adds an 
invaluable aspect to our tradition. Within small circles their wisdom is revered, but what if a woman’s 
scholarship exceeds most of the men of her day? Come discover the story of Beruria (2nd cent. Pal-
estine), her extraordinary scholarship and the sexual scandal that destroyed her and sent her husband 
Rabbi Meir into exile. 
RABBA KAYA STERN-KAUFMAN, Congregation Agudat Achim, Leominster
B2 GENE WILDER: A COMIC WONDER
Jerome Silberman known as Gene Wilder, was a world renowned Jewish actor.  This session will look at the 
role that his Judaism took in shaping his comic acting and the roles he played such as Victor Frankenstein 
in Young Frankenstein, Rabbi Avram Belinsky in the Frisco Kid, and Leo Bloom in The Producers.
EJ DOTTS, Beth Tikvah Synagogue, Westboro
B3 NAME THAT NUSACH!
The music of our varied Jewish traditions is among the most prominent ways in which Jewish identity 
has been culturally defined over the ages.  Just consider how we have evolved from the traditional 
Torah Trop Nusach to contemporary Jewish music of today.  Join us as we compare and contrast the 
music of our ancient liturgy and how we sing it today.
RABBI SURI KREIGER, Spiritual leader of Chavurah Beth Chai, Westchester, N.Y.   Teacher at 
Sacred Heart University.
B4 ELIE WIESEL:  THE RECENT PASSING OF A JEWISH HERO
A survivor of the Buchenwald Concentration Camp, Wiesel became the reluctant though powerful 
spokesperson for both a generation with no voice and the conscience of his generation.  His commit-
ment to telling the story of The Six Million, and his dedication to the pursuit of justice has informed the 
Jewish identity of all who have studied his memoirs, read his novels, and heard his words.
MARCIA TANNENBAUM, attorney, mediator, educator
B5 A SCIENTIST IN A SYNAGOGUE: AN OXYMORON OR AN OPPORTUNITY?
Many say that science and religion are at odds with each other in understanding the world.  In this 
session we’ll take a look at some preliminary survey information about the ways Jews express their 
identities with regard to science and their faith. We’ll explore some of the innovative approaches that 
will be highlighted in a new national “Scientists in the Synagogue project.” Congregation B’nai Shalom 
is one of ten congregations to have received a grant to explore the impact of technological innovation 
on the human experience through a series of upcoming events.
RABBI RACHEL GUREVITZ, Congregation B’nai Shalom, Westboro
B6 ISRAELI DANCING
Learn traditional and some not so traditional Israeli dances.  Dances from the days of the first Israeli 
pioneers consists mainly of circle and partner dances of Eastern Europe with Arab and Yeminite influ-
ences.  Maybe we’ll mix in some contemporary steps as well.  Let’s have fun!
REENA AND SAUL SLOVIN, Congregation Beth Israel
B7 HELPING JEWISH STUDENTS NAVIGATE ANTI-ZIONISM
(ANTI-SEMITISM) ON THE COLLEGE CAMPUS
Come learn about the current atmosphere on college campuses, challenges facing not only the pro-Is-
rael student but also the Jewish student in general. How do we help prepare our students to face the 
current college campus climate? How do we prepare our students to begin to change the conversation?   
Students, parents, and all those interested are welcome to come and discuss.
JACK GOLDBERG,  Former Student Director and current Area Director of the The American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)
B8 CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM’S APPROACH TO JEWISH LAW
Conservative Judaism is much more that just “a middle road” between Reform and Orthodox Judaism.  
It actually follows the approach of our great Rabbinic tradition which always strove to balance the 
sanctity of The Law with the realities of contemporary existence.  It is this commitment to a dynamic 
Judaism that is learned and passionate, authentic and pluralistic, joyful and accessible, egalitarian and 
traditional that creates conditions for a powerful and vibrant Jewish life.  Let’s take a closer look and discuss!
RABBI AVIVA FELLMAN, Congregation Beth Israel
B9 THE TWO INGREDIENTS TO PRESERVE JUDAISM
The Jew is the eternal wanderer. Today, as much as ever, as we continue journey and our 
passage through history, we must ensure that we are taking the necessary precautions, and 
that we are wrapping ourselves with the two essential coverings which will enable us to lead 
and not follow, to inspire and not assimilate, to survive, and even thrive in the vast desert.  
This class will examine the two alternative interpretations and philosophies presented by 
Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik and the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of righteous memory.
CHANA FOGELMAN, Co-Director of Central Mass Chabad

C1 YOGA WITH A JEWISH TWIST
Experience meditative yoga as we learn breathing techniques and soothing yoga pos-
tures.  We will connect Jewish values of love and compassion and learning meditation 
that connects us to the world, building on the concept of Tikkun Olam (Repairing the 
World).  Wear comfortable clothing.  If you have a mat or towel, bring it along. 
MONICA WOLF, local yoga instructor and teacher at Flagg St. School 

C2 THE RABBIS IN THE TALMUD: THE FIRST LIBERAL JEWS?
Following the logic of Talmudic rabbis is sometimes like going on a rollercoaster ride: 
many twists and turns, often doing things – and making decisions – in the most unex-
pected ways. One generalization about their rulings on Jewish law and ritual is to say 
that when faced with a strict option and a lenient one, they almost always chose leni-
ency. Come explore some Talmudic conversations (in translation with explanation!
and discuss how their struggle to balance Judaism and the demands of the day
match our own.
RABBI VALERIE COHEN, Temple Emanuel Sinai

C3 IMMIGRATION:  PARALLELS TO THE JEWISH AND LATINO EXPERIENCES? 
Build the Wall?... Or ...Open the door? 
The immigration debate has loomed large in this year’s presidential campaign.
How does the Jewish experience with immigration compare with the issues faced by 
Latino immigrants today? Where is the Jewish voice in today’s debate?  
Join our panel discussion with new and established immigrants.
Panel  led by DR. MATTIE CASTIEL, Worcester, MA Commissioner of Health and 
Human Services
Moderated by Dr. Aaron Mendel

C4 THE ANCIENT ART OF HEBREW CALLIGRAPHY
In this hands on class, you will begin to learn the ancient art of forming Hebrew letters, 
and a little about the mystical and rabbinic interpretations of the letters.  Resources to 
help you continue to practice what you have learned will be provided.
Limited to the first 12 students. 
ZIVA ROSENHAND, local Hebrew and Judaica educator

C5 SHOAH: THE NEED TO REMEMBER WHAT WE CAN’T FORGET
The 2013 Pew Research Study on Jewish Life reported that “remembering the Holo-
caust” is considered by American and Israeli Jews to be the most important aspect of 
Jewish identity.  This workshop will examine the Holocaust, focusing on the rise of Hitler 
and the various psedo-scientific movements that contributed to Nazi ideology which ulti-
mately culminated in the  murder of 6 million Jews.
STEVEN SCHIMMEL, Director of the Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts

C6 “MINDFULNESS” IN MYSTICAL JEWISH THOUGHT.
We will learn how to live a life free of stress, worry, and anxiety based on what we learn from the 
ancient wisdom of the Torah, all the way up to Comtemporary Chassidic masters.   Session will 
include some insights into the upcoming holiday of Chanukah as well, and end with some mindful-
ness exercises.  Come and enjoy!
RABBI MICHOEL GREEN, Chabad of Westboro

C7 KUMSITZ – LET’S SING ALONG
A “kumsitz” is a social gathering in Israel ‘round a campfire, which usually happens at 
night on the beach or in a field, inevitably with a guitar present along with coffee and 
food to cook on the fire.  While our kumsitz will not have a campfire, come join Ellen 
Allard and our community of musicians for this fun time of singing old favorites and pop-
ular Israeli songs.
ELLEN ALLARD, musician, educator and songwriter
joined by the other Concert Musicians.

C8 Jewish Pride in Prophetic Times
Throughout the ages certain individuals in Jewish history have risen to the occasion 
“to make the difference”   If not for them in that particular time and place, we would not 
have the Judaism we know and cherish today.  In this session we will explore key Jew-
ish leaders of the past, the communities in which they lived and the impact they made 
on society.  Come and learn!
RABBI LEVI LIBEROW, Director, Central Mass Torah Center      



For Additional Information and Transportation Assistance, call

 The Jewish Federation of
Central Massachusetts
(508) 756-1543

Advance Tickets

$20

on or before
Thursday, November 10, 2016

High School &
College Students

 $5 in advance
$10 at the door

Tickets

$25

Agudat Achim
268 Washington St. Leominster 

Beth Tikvah Synagogue
44 Oak Street Westboro

Chabad of Westboro 
54 South Street Westboro

Clark Hillel
950 Main Street Worcester

Congregation Beth Israel
15 Jamesbury Dr.  Worcester

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
117 E. Main Street Westboro

Jewish Federation of
Central Massachusetts 
633 Salisbury Street, Worcester

Brochure and tickets are available
at these locations

TORATHON2016
Get your tickets today!

Don’t miss this exciting event!
Discounted Advance Tickets

now available!

Shaarai Torah West
835 Pleasant Street  Worcester

Temple Emanuel Sinai 
661 Salisbury Street, Worcester

Temple Israel
107 Walnut Street Athol

Worcester Jewish
Community Center 
at the Frances & Jacob Hiatt Bldg.
633 Salisbury St. Worcester

Yeshiva Achei Tmimim 
22 Newton Avenue Worcester

View Classes and Purchase
Torathon tickets online at

jewishcentralmass.org/torathon

Generously supported by
The Rotman Family Foundation

in memory of
Murray Rotman

at the door


