
Torathon Course Descriptions:

Session 1

KLEZMER MUSIC IS DANCE MUSIC!
Rebecca Mac, Violinist, Composer, Folklorist

Together with klezmer fiddle player Rebecca Mac, we’ll de-mystify the world of Yiddish
dance by learning to identify different klezmer rhythms and their associated dances.
We’ll dive into the history and cultural context of different Yiddish dance forms, and the
meaning of a “Jewish Gesture”. We’ll discuss what makes a tune danceable, and what
makes it look and sound distinctly Jewish. By the end of the workshop, you’ll be able to
tell the difference between a “zhok” and a “bulgar”, just by hearing the band play—and
we might even dance a “freylakh” ourselves!

“SINGING ISRAELI SONGS TOGETHER”
Cantor Gitit Shoval, Temple Emanuel Sinai, Worcester

This class will concentrate on a few of the most beautiful Israeli songs of all time. You
will learn about the stories behind the songs, and we will also learn a light and easy
arrangement for one of the songs. Every participant will get a transliteration of the lyrics.
Please join us, as this class promises to be interesting, educational, and most
importantly, fun!

LEONARD COHEN: THE MAN, THE MUSIC, THE MYSTERY
Rabbi Michael Swarttz, Congregation Beth Tikvah, Westboro

We will explore the great Leonard Cohen’s relationships with his Jewishness, with Judaism, and
with Israel, and how they are expressed in his music. Particular attention will be given to the
fascinating story of his “concert tour” in the Sinai during the Yom Kippur War.

A HEALING AND SELF-CARE CIRCLE
Rabbi Aviva Fellman, Congregation Beth Israel, Worcester

While our hearts may be heavy and aching, our minds racing and disorganized, and our
eyes and ears pained and overwhelmed, we are going to hold space to just be. To
ground ourselves in the words and wisdom of the Jewish tradition and create
opportunities to let our feelings wash over us and to breathe.



Session 2

THE LEGACY OF DEBBIE FRIEDMAN z’l ON COMTEMPORARY JEWISH
LITURGICAL MUSIC
Rabbi Dr. Rachel Gurevitz, Congregation B’nai Shalom, Westborough

When Debbie Friedman started setting the liturgy of the Shabbat service to a more
contemporary style of folk-rock music in the early 1970s, she could not have imagined
the lasting impact and legacy she would leave the Jewish world. Together we’ll explore
some of the milestone moments in the development of her own music, and the influence
she had on those who followed her. As someone who had the privilege of working with
Debbie, and accompanying her to many of the healing services that she led in
Westchester and the JCC Manhattan for a number of years, Rabbi Gurevitz will share
some personal insights and stories along the way.

WHEN DRUMMERS WERE WOMEN
Mitch Gordon, Adjunct Faculty, Hebrew College, Spirituality & Sacred Drumming

Much of the historic iconography of drumming from 3,000 to 5,000 years ago
demonstrates that in many cases tribal drummers were the women of the community. It
brings a lot of credence to the idea of Miriam as drummer and spiritual leader through
drumming. After all we remember her every time we sing Mi Chamocha. In this
interactive, multi-media session, we will explore drumming as a communication tool,
spiritual tool, and put drumming into some historic context looking at places where
instruments, including drums, are mentioned in Psalms, Torah, midrash, and
stories/history that cut across religious and ritual practices.

THE BROADWAY MUSICAL: A JEWISH-AMERICAN TRADITION
Les Blatt, Professor Emeritus, Clark University

From its Tin Pan Alley roots to “Fiddler on the Roof, and from Irving Berlin to Stephen
Sondheim, the Broadway musical has always been a Jewish-American enterprise. From the
early composers to the modern-day mega-hits, Jews have been a prominent part of the scene.
Join me on a whirlwind tour through the history and glories of the “Great White Way,” featuring
some of the great songs, scenes, and stories that have kept us visiting the stages and movie
houses since the turn of the 20th century. I will play a selected set of audio and video clips that
should remind us how powerful a role Broadway has played in our history, and how important
Jewish composers, lyricists, and impresarios have been to the success of the entire scene.

WHAT EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CHASSIDIC NIGGUNIM
Rabbi Moshe M. Liberow, Associate Rabbi - Torah Center, Worcester and
Director - Boston Rabbinical Court

“If words are the pen of the heart,” taught Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, “then song is
the pen of the soul.” Join us as we explore the background of timeless Chassidic
niggunim and the crucial role they play in our service of g-d.


