
ANNUAL  
REPORT 

OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Each year our highly committed and energetic leaders and volunteers face the challenge of sustaining an    

ever-changing community. With our mission to ensure Jewish survival and enhance the quality of Jewish life, 

we touch thousands of lives each year, and together, we mobilize our resources to make a difference. We are 

a vital link to Israel, our tradition, our past and our future. Together, we are Federation. In a year marked by 

uncertainty, instability, rising anti-semitism, and an ongoing global pandemic, Jewish Federation again  

demonstrated our community’s exceptional organizational strength, resources and impact. As you know, our 

fundraising efforts (and our annual campaign specifically) are the lifeblood of our Federation – the resources 

we need to enable us to continue to execute our mission. I am very pleased to report that, since 2018, our 

total campaign dollars have increased each year.   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I am very excited to serve our community as President of Jewish Federation. I am honored to follow in the 

footsteps of so many of the great past leaders of this Federation – Jonathan Sigel, Abby Averbach, Toby     

Richmond Z”L, Natalie Rudolph and Howard Fixler.  I’ve been fortunate to be the recipient of great mentorship 

from across the community over the years and I am delighted to be leading the next generation of Federation 

as your new President.   

With that in mind, I wanted to share a little bit about my Federation journey.  In 2010, as relative newcomers 

to Central Massachusetts, my wife Cara and I were introduced to Federation via the Young Adult Division led 

by Mindy Hall.  Mindy worked hard to create a community of young Jewish professionals who were interested in social and philanthropic 

activities in the area.  The group started small but has expanded to hundreds of young professionals and students in the area, and it’s 

been a pleasure to see that part of our community flourish.  When Mindy asked if we would be interested in the JFNA YLD Summer     

Mission to Israel in 2011 my wife and I said “a trip to Israel paid in part by Federation?  Why not!”  I never knew that this trip to Israel 

would play such an impactful role in my life and truly be my introduction to everything Federation does.  On that trip, we met so many 

young leaders from communities across North America, learned first hand about the major programs Federation dollars support – JAFI,  

Ben Lyons 

A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Thank you for cherishing our community and supporting the work of Jewish Federation. This annual report  

highlights the programs, projects and priorities of this past year. The activities of Federation look different     

because of COVID, we adapted and responded through the evolving challenges and opportunities of the        

circumstances we’ve faced during the pandemic. Through it all our commitment to strengthening, securing, and      

stabilizing our community and Jewish communities around the world has not waivered. In addition to             

addressing today’s concerns we have been working hard to ensure a strong future- we have worked to get 

young people to take on leadership roles and to give to campaign, we have sought to get more families involved in 

the community, we’ve coordinated the activities of our institutions and organizations, we’ve worked to better reach all of the Jewish    

families in our area, we’ve ensured the security of our institutions, we worked to build our donor base and a stronger campaign, and 

worked creatively to grow fundraising and a better endowment. And I’m very pleased to report that by nearly every one of those 

measures our community is on the right track. Of course we aren’t there yet, plenty of work is still yet to be done, and we must aspire to  

Steven Schimmel 

2021-2022 Leadership 

JFCM Officers/Executive Committee 

Ben Lyons, President 
EJ Dotts, Vice President 
Jeremy Lurier, Treasurer 
Carol Sleeper, Secretary 
 

JFCM Governing Board 

Anna Ben Moshe  Barbara Rossman 
Cari Lynn Fisher  Karen Rothman 
Elliot Honig  Marcy Shuster 
Carol Kaufman  Jonathan Sigel 
Dan Margolis  Michael Smith  
Jeff Narod  Steve Sosnoff 
Rebecca Pins  Jodie Yoffie 
Josh Robins   
 

2021-2022 Committee Chairs 

Allocations Committee 
Steve Sosnoff, Chair 
Community Impact Partnership 
Rabbi Michael Swarttz 
Foundation Investment Committee 
Wayne Ushman, Chair 
Kehillah School-wide Programs  
Ziva Rosenhand 
Latino Jewish Dialogue 
Stephen Sadow, Co-Chair 
Hilda Ramirez, Co-Chair 
Nominating Committee 
Jonathan Sigel, Chair 
Passport to Israel 
Fred Shuster, Chair 
Personnel Committee 
Jonathan Sigel, Chair 
Rachel’s Table 
Nancy Spitulnik, Chair 
Security 
Mark Shear 
Torathon 
Bernie Rotman, Chair 
Worcester Jewish Cemetery Improvement Assoc. 
Dana Levenson, Chair 
 
Other committee chairs will be selected at future 
Federation Board meeting 
 
JFCM Staff 
Steven Schimmel, Executive Director 
Edie Ryan, Controller 
Lisa Thurlow, Office Manager 
Stephanie Lyon, Admin Assistant 
Mindy Hall, Outreach Director 
Leah Shuldiner, LIFE & LEGACY Coordinator 
Debbie Fruchtman, Torathon Coordinator 
Rabbi Michael Swarttz, Cotton Leadership Coordinator 
Liz Baker, Young Emissary Coordinator 
Carla Szymanski, Rachel’s Table Director 
Lissa Kasakoff, Rachel’s Table Coordinator 
Jeff Narod, Clark Hillel Director 

Have you checked out…. 

Our Jewish Connect site: 

www.jewishcentral.org 

Our website: 

 www.jewishcentralmass.org  

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/JewishFederationCentralMass 

https://www.facebook.com/jewishcentralmass/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/centralmassyad/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/JewishCentralMass/ 

https://www.facebook.com/PJLibraryCentralMA/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaverimcentralmass/  

Connecting with our Federation family in so easy and can be done in so many 

ways including through our wide social media presence that has continued to 

help people find us and engage our community: Jewish Central.org Face-

book; Jewish Federation of Central Mass Facebook; PJ Library Facebook; Jew-

ish Central Mass Community Facebook group; Young Adult Division Facebook 

group; Chaverim Facebook group; and Meet-Up Sites for Young Adults and 

Young Families. Since its beginnings several years back, over 3,000 people 

from our Central Mass community connect with Federation and its communi-

ty members on multiple social media platforms.  

Social Media 

Jonathan R. Sigel 

Continued on page  6 
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A YEAR IN REVIEW 

2020-2021 

Our community generously gave $789,127 to Annual Campaign 2021, this is a modest increase of 

around $5,000 from Campaign 2020. Through the ups and downs of the pandemic our Campaign 

Ambassadors worked very hard to reach out to our community’s generous donors. This year our 

total Federation fundraising closed at $822,611, a nice increase of $40,367, and the total amount 

raised from all of Jewish Federation’s departments was $1,407,244 an increase of more than 

$41,079 from the previous year. The work of our volunteer fundraisers and your support are greatly 

appreciated, especially during these uncertain times.  
Super Sunday Campaign Workers 

There is a special group of supporters who have had the foresight and commitment to establish funds with Federation to ensure a 

steady flow of dollars in perpetuity for community programs, for those who are part of Central MA’s LIFE & LEGACY program they are 

our L’dor V’dor Circle. The current value of the Endowment Fund is $13,329,000 with future promises through the LIFE & LEGACY      

Program estimated at $11 million, from 415 LEGACY promises. The long term stability and success of our community will in large-part 

rest on endowment. We urge you to contact our LIFE & LEGACY Coordinator Leah Shuldiner at Federation for more information on how 

to set up a fund- anyone can do it and everyone should!  

Annual Fundraising 

With Dana Levenson’s leadership substantial work has taken place to beautify and improve our three local Jewish cemeteries; B’nai Brith, 

Chevra Kadisha, and Worcester Hebrew. GPS mapping and way-finding marker placement are in progress, and security measures are also 

planned. All of this should culminate in beautifully improved grounds at our three cemeteries which we hope to celebrate this year. This has 

been a massive undertaking and one that was a long time coming.  

Worcester Jewish Cemetery Improvement Association 

Through our Allocation’s Process chaired by Steve Sosnoff Federation is able to provide substantial support in every area of need. In     

recent years we have refocused our priorities to ensure that local needs are met and that our congregations and institutions have the  

resources they need. Funding is provided for the entire array of Jewish communal activities in Central MA, from substantial funding for 

our congregations’ religious schools, to programs at the JCC [our largest single recipient of allocations], our Outreach Program, Hillel at 

Clark University and WPI, Central MA Jewish Theater Company, Shir Joy, Torathon, The Club, the Young Emissary & Shaliach Program, and 

the Jewish Ledger, along with other one-off smaller programs that we also fund. Of course the funds raised also support the direct work 

and operation of Federation which includes our partnership with Rachel’s Table and their vital work. These local allocations account for 

approximately 80% of the total dollars allocated. The remaining 20% is allocated to national and overseas programs including JFNA, ORT, 

JAFI, P2G [Afula/Gilboa programs], Birthright, Colel Chabad [for food insecurity assistance], JCPA, FIDF, and Hadassah. The impact of the 

hundreds of thousands of dollars that are given so generously by our community members is felt around the world, helping to positively 

impact the lives of Jews everywhere. 

Allocation 

Foundation 



Carla Szymanski 
Rachel’s Table Director 

Rachel's Table is a hunger relief organization helping those in need in Worcester.  Rachel's Table 

uses volunteers to  transport donated excess unsold and unserved food to 30 food pantries, group 

homes, shelters, day programs, and soup kitchens in our area.  The Children's Milk Fund program 

purchases milk for children at 21 of these agencies. It's the only regular source of donated milk in 

the city.  Rachel's Table buys fruits and vegetables for Worcester's summer meal program for        

children at sites throughout the city during the months when school is closed. Last year Rachel's  

Table provided over half a million pounds of food and milk for the community and provided milk for 

25,000 children. Since Covid 19, pickup and delivery of food continued, milk purchases increased to more than 1,000 gallons every week, 

and produce was purchased for food pantries to help them meet the increased need. 

Irving & Beatrice Fins Philanthropic Fund 
Robert & Elizabeth Frem Philanthropic Fund 
Harry Goff Family Foundation 
David & Sylvia Glick Philanthropic Fund 
JFCM General Unrestricted Fund 
Nancy & Michael Leavitt Fund 
Dorothy & Howard Lurier Family Philanthropic Fund 
Melvin Rosenblatt Family Fund 
Bernard Rotman Family Fund 
Sheftel Philanthropic Fund 
Lisa & Jonathan Sigel Charitable Fund 
Saul & Reena Slovin Philanthropic Fund 
Stoll Family Charitable Trust 

 
Supporting Foundation 
B’nai Shalom Endowment Fund 
B’nai Shalom Investment Fund 
Beth Tikvah Endowment Fund 
Leo H. Rudnick Family Trust 
Shaarai Torah West Endowment 

 

Other 
Ethel & Harry Chaifetz  
Doug Cutler 
Michael & Carol Sleeper 
Elizabeth A. Tapper 

Jewish Community Foundation  
We Thank all those who have established funds with us. 

Debbie Fruchtman 
Torathon Coordinator 

The Afula-Gilboa partnership has been in existence since 1994. Our partnership with Afula-Gilboa through the Southern New England 

Consortium [SNEC] strengthens our living bridge with Israel by funding organizations and programs locally like the celebrated Young 

Emissary Program [which was temporarily replaced this year with a Shliach because of COVID,] and in our sister-city Afula. This year's 

partnership projects included funding for: Emek Medical Center. Women for Women - Haifa Rape Crisis Center - Afula Branch, Home In 

the Valley: LGBTQ Leadership Group, Maagal & Summer Camps, Jewish-Arab Teen Basketball Team for Girls, Virtual P2P, Rhythm    

Station / Shehakim - Afula Crowns, Dream Doctors: A Medical Clown Program, ZUG. Federation allocates $25,000 annually to support 

these programs along with more than $40,000 to support the Shaliach program. 

Rachel’s Table collections 

Rachel’s Table 

SNEC / Partnership2Gether 

Through allocations made from our Annual Campaign, a generous grant from the Freelander Family Foundation, and a grant from the 

Schwartz Foundation, children are awarded scholarships to attend camp, Israel programs and other Jewish experiences. These          

scholarships are essential in providing aid to families in our community. Studies show that these experiences are vital to cultivating 

strong Jewish identities in our young people. We had 50 requests for scholarships this past year and we distributed $34,455 to aid these 

families.  

Scholarship Programs 

Total Designated Funds 
Dorothy Benjamin Women's Leadership Fund 
Sulamith & Irving Blackberg Fund 
Joseph & Miriam Casdin Charitable Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Cemeteries Fund 
Clark Hillel Endowment Fund 
Samuel M. Cooper Memorial Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Samuel M. Cooper Restricted Fund 
Harold Cotton Memorial Endowment Fund 
Harold & Phyllis Cotton Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Melvin S. Cutler Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment Fund 
Allan Farber Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Merrill & Lillian Farber Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Harriet Feinberg Memorial Fund 
Saul & Bea Feingold Fund for Seniors` 
DFA Fund for Elder Care & Support (Debbie and Dan Fins)  
Edith Fisher Lion of Judah 
Freelander Family Charitable Trust Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Joseph & Edith Freilich Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment Fund 
Haskell & Ina Gordon Charitable Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Gotz Family Fund 
Henry & Rita Grace Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Barbara Greenberg Lion of Judah Endowment 
Miriam & Burte Guterman Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Barry Jaffe Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Circle Fund 
Landgarten Fund 
Lockwood Family Charitable Trust Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Howard & Thelma Lockwood Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Marion & Isador Lubin Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Sidney & Florence Medlinsky Philanthropic Fund Perpetual Annual Cam-
paign Endowment 
Sidney & Jeffrey Medlinsky Memorial Fund 
Dr. Adolph & Pearl Meltzer Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
David A. Persky Campaign Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Marlene Persky Lion of Judah   
Presidents Leadership Endowment Fund 
Toby S. Richmond Lion of Judah Endowment 
Norman Robbins Fund 
Martha Rosenblatt Lion of Judah 
Rosenblum Family Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Barbara Rossman Lion of Judah 
Barbara & Paul Rossman Youth Fund 
Allen Rubin Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Jules & Blossom Saide Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Senior Adult Services Endowment Fund 
Samuel Shanberg Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Siegel Family Cultural Fund 
Carol J. Sleeper Lion of Judah Endowment 
Myra E & Harold W. Slovin Memorial Fund 
Bernard & Nita Trugman Educational Fund 
Rosalie & Wallace Wolf Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Irving J. Yarock Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment 
Samuel & Evelyn Zaritt Fund 

 
Total Donor-Advised Funds 
Bailin Philanthropic Fund 
Chaifetz Family Fund 
Lois & Bernard Edinberg Philanthropic Fund 
David I. & Elaine C. Feingold Charitable Fund 

Torathon 2020 was a familiar yet unique evening, as the Corona Virus Pandemic forced a zoom event instead of the usual in-person  

experience of learning and sharing.  Our community truly came together in a special, albeit virtual way, and continued our tradition  of 

enjoying a fabulous evening of Jewish education.  Nothing daunted the exploration of Jewish topics, and many people both in and     

outside of our community were able to participate. 

Our participants were able to delve into many genre of Jewish exploration including Bible, Hebrew, history, literature, ethics,              

environment, music, and more. Exciting courses were presented, such as why climate change is a Jewish issue, learning about what  

Chasidism actually is, an introduction to the Hebrew Bible, the legacy and life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, a Tel Aviv lesson in prayerfulness, 

the intersectionality of anti-Semitism and racism, the value of silence in Jewish tradition, (looking at Kings I, 9:12), transmitting our    

Jewish values through stories, and much more. We are very blessed in our community to have truly exceptional rabbis and educators 

who are passionate about both their topics and their students!! 

 The Central Mass Community is blessed to have Bernie Rotman, with his love of and passion for Torathon, dedicating so much of      

himself to ensure its success. Torathon is also successful in large part due to the dedication of the Jewish Federation of Central Mass, 

including the hard work and genuine caring shown by Executive Director, Steven Schimmel.  Lisa Thurlow, Stephanie Lyon, Edie Ryan 

and the rest of the staff are always ready, willing and able to help and we really appreciate each one of them. This year we were very 

grateful to EJ Dotts, who took the helm of all the virtual logistics and was a masterful navigator! 

Torathon 



The Worcester Black-Jewish Alliance, a partnership of the Federation and the Worcester 

NAACP,  is entering its fifth year. In March the Alliance sponsored its second Unity Seder, 

with participation from a number of public officials and community leaders, including Con-

gressman Jim McGovern, State Senator Michael Moore, Mayor Petty, Fred Taylor 

(President of the Worcester NAACP), and Reverend Clyde Talley (President of the Worces-

ter Black Clergy Association). A number of students from Clark University Hillel also partic-

ipated. The Alliance continues to be a vehicle for strengthening the relationship between the Jewish and Black communities. A few 

new initiatives are planned for this coming year.  

This past year (May 2020) we made the difficult decision to postpone the Young Emissary Program in Central MA because of COVID.  

Instead, we contacted all of our Young Emissaries from the past 18 years and asked them to help us keep our connection with our sister 

city/region, Afula/Gilboa by working with us virtually. 

We received greetings from our past Young Emissaries through 

their articles, videos and zoom sessions. They were asked to 

share anything they wanted with us! 

Some of the classes and videos included a tour of the Carmel 

Market and a class  teaching us how to make Shakshuka with 

the ingredients that were purchased in the Shuk. We were  

given a tour of a spice farm in the Gilboa.  We caught up with 

our emissaries currently serving in the IDF, telling as much as they could about their jobs in their units. We were updated on laboratory 

research and we also participated in a great Zoom class during Purim on the meaning of Mask wearing. Many of our emissaries wrote 

articles catching us up on their lives since their Shlichut and telling us how their current situations were, during this most difficult year of 

Covid.  If you missed reading any articles during the year, please click onto our website below and catch up with some of our former  

emissaries: https://jewishcentralmass.org/programs/young-adults/young-emissary-program      

This past winter when we realized that we would still be dealing with COVID indefinitely, and wanted more than a virtual experience, our 

Federation decided to be proactive and bring in a Shaliach for 2021-22. Having the advantage of knowing our own past young             

emissaries, we would be able to bring one of them, Aviv Jerbi (2014-15) back to our community as a Shaliach. At 25 years old and living 

in his own apartment in Worcester, Aviv will continue to build and strengthen Jewish identity among our community members by      

representing a diverse and vibrant Israel, promoting Israel experiences, fighting the delegitimization of Israel, teaching Hebrew,          

promoting Jewish social activism and much more.  Most importantly, he will play a leading role in shaping what Israel and Jewish      

identity can mean for individuals and our community.   SHLICHIM DON’T JUST TEACH ISRAEL, THEY ARE ISRAEL! 

Liz Baker 
Young Emissary Coordinator 

Worcester Black-Jewish Alliance 

Israeli Young Emissary Program 

Rabbi Michael Swarttz 
Cotton Leadership Coordinator 

Central MA Jewish Historical Society 

The Central MA Jewish Historical Society was established by Jewish Federation to document 

and preserve the rich Jewish history of our community. The group continues plans for     

establishing a permanent location at Shaarai Torah West to display historical items.         

Post-COVID the group plans to hold more programs periodically including film screening, 

excursions and presentations. The group is chaired by Melody Friedenthal. Items related to 

local Jewish history have been documented and stored with assistance from Worcester  

Historical Museum.  

Tapper Charitable Foundation Righteous Gentile Award 

 

We are pleased to announce that the inaugural recipient of the Tapper Charitable Foundation Right-
eous Gentile Award is Worcester Police Chief Steven Sargent. Chief Sargent has been extraordinarily 
supportive of Worcester’s religious institutions, ensuring that safety and security measures are coordi-
nated with the assistance and guidance of Worcester Police Department. In particular, his attention to 
addressing the rise in incidents where religious institutions are targeted has been of great help to all 
religious communities in Worcester. He has dedicated countless hours and attention to this issue and 
his commitment to this work is deserving of the Righteous Gentile Award which is planned to be pre-
sented in-person this Spring. 

The Righteous Gentile Humanitarian Award sponsored by Tapper Charitable Foundation will be pre-
sented annually to a righteous gentile in the greater Central MA region who has made meaningful and 
substantial contributions to the betterment of communities outside of their own heritage and faith. 

Jewish Federation is leading efforts to secure our Jewish community. Under the direction of Community Security Liaison Mark Shear 
each of our congregations and institutions have undertaken security assessments, have successfully applied for and received several 
thousands of dollars in grant funding for security initiatives, and we have developed a strong and supportive relationship with law-
enforcement. In light of rising anti Semitism and attacks on Jewish institutions around the United States Federation has prioritized  
security needs and we work very closely with all of our communal organizations to ensure that our community members are safe and 
our institutions are prepared. In recent years Federation has provided direct funding for security upgrades at Worcester JCC,   has given 
security tools to our congregations as needed, has arranged both webinar and in-person trainings, and provides leadership with   
emergency information through email alerts. Under the auspices of Secure Community Network Jewish Federation of Central MA 
plans to participate in a nationwide fundraising campaign to ensure that community security needs continue to be met.  

Security Initiatives 

https://jewishcentralmass.org/programs/young-adults/young-emissary-program


Jewish college life is thriving despite it all.  A year ago, Clark University Hillel launched the   

Jewish New Year with a festive outdoor celebration attracting 250 students.  Throughout the 

year students baked hundreds of challot to help feed the hungry and support Rachel's          

table, took part in Jewish study, led special Shabbat and holiday services, held huge late 

night  bagel brunch gatherings, and built a strong, inclusive center of Jewish life on campus. 

Shabbat dinners fed up to 120 students in a warm inviting Jewish atmosphere. Our Israeli 

young emissaries along with our Israel coordinator, found Hillel a great place to connect      

students with Israel, many of whom traveled to Israel on Birthrite, internships and study      

semesters abroad. Students reached out to seniors at Worcester Senior Center and fed hundreds 

of those in need in the Main South neighborhood with monies raised from the community.  

The Pandemic changed so much but did not destroy the ruach, or spirit, of Hillel. During the rapid evacuation of campus in 

March, Students at Clark U Hillel instantly created Zoom University Hillel, a new innovative cloud computer platform which connected 

students in every area of Jewish interest. More than 15,000 College students from every college in the U.S  quickly  signed up and joined 

together online  to share their Jewish journeys, including  make new friends and connecting with  old ones,  trading favorite Israeli    

music and food recipes, and making sure that no one felt alone while isolating at home.  Now, back on campus, Hillel continues to be 

the most active and well attended student organization, and has become a model for continuing tradition and building community while 

staying safe. Thank you to Federation and the community for the support that makes Jewish life on campus possible.     

ClarkU Hillel 

Clark Hillel 

Steven Schimmel 
JFCM Executive Director 

Jeff Narod M.S. M.H.S.A. 
Executive Director, Clark University Hillel 

Executive Director’s Message Cont’d 

do more, we are headed in the right direction. Here are the highlights in numbers: we’ve increased the number of new donors to         

campaign- 75 people, almost 10% of the donors to our Annual Campaign hadn’t given the prior year, the families involved in PJ library 

nearly doubled in past five years, the number of young adults giving and involved in YAD nearly doubled, and we’ve significantly increased 

overall fundraising and financial resource development- which including the $789,000 from the Annual Campaign rose to well over 

$822,000, up significantly from just a few years ago. This in in addition to over $100,000 raised for COVID relief, and special campaigns like 

the successful effort to beautify our cemeteries. We also had 209 people increase their donations to the Annual Campaign. Through Life 

and Legacy our community will someday receive close to $11M which will be placed into the endowment to help secure our future. We 

are also a growing community- the number of names in our database has increased by nearly a 1,000 in the past five years. Our campaign 

may not be where we want it to be yet, but we certainly are building and growing. This is only possible because of you, you have           

entrusted and supported our efforts and work, and I hope you’ll do so again this year. Please continue to give generously and we will   

continue to work hard on your behalf and on behalf of the Jewish community together as your partner. Thank you to Aviv and to Shaliach 

and Young Emissary Coordinator Liz Baker, Thank you to the Federation Board, to our knowledgeable and caring staff, to Jeff Narod and all 

those who support our Hillel, to those board members who completed their term: Carol Sleeper, and Alan Shriber - tremendous board 

members and leaders. to all involved at Rachel’s table, to Dana Levenson for his work on WJCIA work that has resulted in significant     

improvements at our cemeteries, and to Mark Shear who has committed himself to ensuring the safety and security of our community in 

a way that has put us at the forefront of security efforts. To Bruce Wahle who never says no to serving as our resident photographer. To 

city councilor Moe Bergman who has assisted with countless city related needs, and to our rabbis who continue to advocate for           

community. And thank you to everyone who has helped our seniors and most vulnerable through the pandemic- helping with groceries or 

housing issues or rides. Thank you to all who have supported and partnered with us. Todah Rabbah.  



President’s Message Cont’d 
JDC and World ORT – and the dedication that they all have to improving Jewish life in Israel and beyond, PLUS acting as a safety net for the 

Jewish people.  I returned home excited and energized with my cup overflowing.       

In 2012 we attended JFNA’s Young Leadership Program’s Tribest in Las Vegas where we were reunited with many of our friends from the 

Israel mission the year prior.  Again I left with the cup full and I was energized.  I was first asked to join the Governing Board in 2012 and I 

accepted the nomination to serve the community.    

The next several years were filled with opportunities to be mentored by many great leaders in our community – serving on the strategic 

task group to bring the LIFE & LEGACY Program to Central MA with Sharon Krefetz, to serving on the Israel Action Committee with Jeff 

Narod, to being nominated to, and joining, Jewish Federation’s prestigious philanthropic and leadership program for young adults –       

National Young Leadership Cabinet.    

Each step I take in my Federation journey furthers my commitment to Federation and to our community.  Since joining Cabinet I have 

attended two international missions and one domestic mission with Federation and have also served as board Vice President.  My         

commitment to Federation and to serving this great Jewish community is strong and unwavering.    

As a young leader taking over Federation, I want you to know that I am very enthusiastic and intend to bring a positive and fresh lens to 

our community.  I look for opportunities to collaborate with you all to bring big ideas to the table around revitalizing our campaign back to 

its prominence, and creating more excitement about what we’re doing as a community, to bringing nationally recognized programs like 

Moishe House to Central MA.   

When I was asked to take over as President for Federation, I knew that between a busy work schedule and three kids that it was going to 

be a tall-task.  But as I’ve learned over the years, if you wait for the perfect time to do something you will miss your opportunity.  I am 

blessed to be serving as President with a talented Governing Board, leadership team, and the best professional staff out there. My wife 

Cara and I, along with our three children Rosie, Sam and Theo, call Central Mass home and we are excited to be part of the great things our 

Jewish community has ahead of it. 

Outgoing President’s Message Cont’d 

LIFE AND LEGACY has 5 active partner organizations that have worked to secure more than 415 pledged gifts with an estimated value of 

$11 Million for 10 organizations in our community. Through our allocations process, we distribute hundreds of thousands of dollars, with 

over $90K in funding allocated to the JCC. And early on during the pandemic Federation provided emergency financial assistance to ensure 

that the JCC remains strong. Hillel, supported by Federation, has expanded and now reaches hundreds of students - and we renewed and 

strengthened our relationship with Clark. We ensured the safety and security of our institutions and built a strong relationship with law 

enforcement through Mark Shear’s work as Community Security Liaison. We are in the final stages of the successful cemetery improve-

ment work led by Dana Levenson - ensuring that the final resting place of our loved ones is cared for and looks dignified. And so much 

more… 

There are many who feel that our community’s best days are behind us, but I promise you that that’s not the case. We are growing and 

adapting and we have a bright future. In fact, as someone who has been involved with Federation for many years, I can say that I haven’t 

felt this optimistic about its future in a long time. We managed difficulties of the pandemic and other challenges with care and thoughtful-

ness. We continue to work tirelessly on behalf of our community- whether it’s allocating hundreds of thousands of dollars to ensure the 

strength and vitality of our local community or advocating in support of Israel, Jewish Federation is there, and we couldn’t do it without 

you.  

My three years as Federation’s President were fulfilling and challenging, but they were also fun. I so enjoyed working with our Executive 

Committee and Board members, and our terrific Federation staff, led by our rock star Executive Director, Steven Schimmel. Thanks to our 

board and staff for all of your hard work and dedication to this organization and our special community. Thank you, Steven, for making my 

job so easy and enjoyable.  I am also very grateful for our many generous donors and for the campaign solicitors who work tirelessly on 

behalf of Jewish life. Thank you all for allowing me to have this experience and helping to ensure that Federation remains strong and vital 

for years to come. Jonathan R. Sigel 
JFCM Past - President 

Ben Lyons 
JFCM President 

LIFE & LEGACY 



With an Outstretched Arm… 

As we came through another year of Covid uncertainty, I am still convinced that our Jewish community is genetically        

engineered to face adversity from thousands of years of practice. Our community certainly stepped up to the plate again 

and did anything but stand still despite it feeling like we were at times. We spent most of the past year virtually, continuing 

to find new ways of welcoming and connecting. We celebrated holidays in ways we have not before. We reached out to 

help those who were in need so that no one was left behind. Our community foundation stood strong. As the weather 

turned milder, we seized the moment safely to connect outdoors and in person. The gratitude and the smiles on everyone’s 

faces was priceless. We were finally able to meet newcomers in person for the first time who had joined us during virtual 

events. Although we do not know for sure when this pandemic will be behind us, we remain committed to helping be the 

glue that keeps our community together. As the weather turns colder, we will see more virtual events again, however, we 

will continue to support one another and rise above together. Jewish Federation is here for our community any way we can.   

L'Shalom 

Coffees and conversations have been shared as we strive to build meaningful relationships with newcomers, and old comers, working to 

connect and involve people within the community. Although many of our meetings this year were held virtually, our JFCM ‘concierge’ 

service continues to help people of all ages who desire information and guidance within our Jewish and secular communities. Our work 

extends from assisting out-of-towners looking to move into the community; helping newcomers settle in and connect once they arrive 

here; sharing information about Federation and our partner organizations and synagogues; and letting them know there is a caring com-

munity here for them. Our work also serves our existing community, helping create bridges wherever needed, and to create bridges with 

organizations outside of our Jewish Community. This past year, we welcomed over 206 new households into our Federation family.  

Jewish Community Concierge/Shalom Newcomer 

Mindy J. Hall 

JFCM Director of Outreach and Engagement  

Our 40’s plus group came together for fun and community-building with our annual Night 

Out at the Film Festival with Hadassah and the JCC. This year we were virtually watching 

“Here We Are” which was followed up with a post-film discussion on zoom. This past 

summer we kicked off with some outdoor events including a “Welcome Back Outdoor 

Havdalah and Dinner Poolside” and a “Sweet New Year Dessert Reception”. Throughout 

the summer, Café Chaverot (for women) met for various daytime events including an 

outdoor picnic lunch, coffees at a café, and a swim social. 

Chaverim Welcome Back 

Chaverim (40’s and up)                          

We have moved into our 12th year of partnership with JewMass, the Jewish Student group 

of UMASS Medical School as an extension of our Young Adult outreach. We kicked off the 

new school year (5781) with a virtual welcome reception; shared in a virtual Hanukkah 

“Vodka and Latke” demonstration and lighting; hosted another Physician-led speaker     

program with Dr. Michael Hirsh attended by both JewMass and YAD members; and         

continued to give support and guidance in building and sustaining Jewish student campus 

outreach while connecting to the greater community. They have a stronger presence today 

on campus and now collaborate with other Jewish organizations within our community.  

JewMass (program of YAD in partnership with UMASS Medical School ) 

JewMass 

In efforts to keep the glue of our community strong, we started off the 5781 new year with a community-wide partnership called a 

Taste of Rosh Hashana, a contactless drive-thru to distribute Rosh Hashana gift boxes serving approximately 300 families. This event 

was funded by the Jewish Federation and Torah Center. Concurrently, PJ Library Rosh Hashanah 

craft bags (sponsored by our Federation’s PJ Library Parent Council) were distributed to families 

with children, and to the JCC Pre-School. 

We also completed 2 community covid support programs, “Coping During Covid-19” and “How 

Covid has Impacted Special Education, to help families navigate during this difficult time. 

Despite Covid and masks, Hanukkah was very festive with 2 Community Drive-In events. The       

Boroughs-area community enjoyed a celebration in the  

parking lot of Congregation B’nai Shalom with a candle-

lighting, song, celebration and goodie bags for the families. 

Approximately 100 cars came through to celebrate together in 

2 shifts with thanks to our community sponsors and clergy at Congregation B’nai Shalom and 

Beth Tikvah Synagogue. 

Up at the Worcester JCC parking lot, we celebrated with another Drive-In with a dinner pick-up 

then cars parked for a candle lighting, a music video on a big outdoor screen, and dancing in the 

lot. Thank you to Torah Center for partnering with us and thank you to our community sponsors 

which included the Worcester JCC, Temple Emanuel-Sinai, Congregation Beth Israel, Shaarai Torah 

West, Congregation Agudat Achim, and Metro West Jewish Day School. We maxed out space with over 100 cars that came through to 

celebrate in one night. 

March rolled around and while still in quarantine, we had a blast at “Legacy of the Grape: A Virtual Wine Tasting” to celebrate our    

Federation Donors and Life and Legacy members. A selection of 3 different kosher bottles of 

wine were shipped to each of our participants to share in a wine tasting with our wine expert 

Brad. Zoom was never so much fun! 

For the 2nd Passover in a row, we spearheaded another Seder in a Box Gift (all the tools needed 

for a Seder) and Seder Dinner Drive-thru with The Torah 

Center. Some of our community synagogues pitched in 

and took on the cost of dinners for their congregants 

who were unable to leave their homes. At the hub of it 

all was an amazing crew of community volunteers 

helped put these gift boxes and Seder dinners together in 

just 3 hours. Truly an unbelievable effort of 300 boxes each, 600 combined. Talk about the 

strength of community! 

Following Passover, our community came together for a Tikkun Olam project, “Fill the Fridge” 

designed to help battle food insecurity that had drastically increased during Covid. With Federation 

partners including the Worcester JCC and Clark Hillel, volunteers from throughout the community shopped and delivered food to one of 

the Worcester Community Fridges that have popped up all over the city and surrounding areas. 

Additionally, Federation created a donation link so that anyone who wanted to help, but couldn’t 

do the legwork, were able to support Clark Hillel students who made it, and continue to do so, 

their weekly mission to fill the fridge that is housed right next door to campus. 

Lastly, the first official Jewish Heritage Night at the new WooSox Stadium came to fruition. Game 

hats and kosher food vouchers came with the ticket package. It was a fun evening to see our  

Central Mass Community, and those from further east and west, show support for this event. 

Plans are in the works already for our next event. 

Community-Wide Events and Celebrations  

Passover Wine Tasting 2021 

Rosh Hashanah Drive thru 2020 

Passover 2021 

Boroughs Hanukkah 2020 

Jewish Heritage Night at Woo Sox 



PJ Library continues to be part of the fabric of our outreach program helping to connect and 

engage new families into our greater community. Over the past year, we have continued to 

welcome more than 100 new subscriptions as well as see our existing Young Adult group 

(YAD) create their own expanded families here in the community. This is a wonderful sign for 

us knowing that there is a vibrant group of Jewish young families moving to, and living in 

Central Mass. To date, well over 700 families with multiple children have become part of 

JFCM’s PJ Library family since the program’s inception here over 12 years ago. PJ Our Way, 

chapter books for children 8 ½-11, continues to 

grow in its subscriber list, nearly doubling since 

we launched it here less than 3 years ago.  

As a result of these programs, and the numerous opportunities to engage in our events, 

members have joined synagogues and the JCC, while others have created their “chosen” 

family. With the continuous support of the PJ Library Parent Leadership Council and our 

community partners, we held some great programs throughout the year. Highlights includ-

ed: Apple picking and hikes; virtual hamantaschen cooking demonstration; and a virtual trip 

to Israel for Yom Ha’Atzmaut. We also collaborated with many partner organizations       

including bi-monthly Storytime, and a “Rockin’ Havdalah” 

outdoor concert with Josh Shriber with Congregation B’nai 

Shalom and Beth Tikvah;Tu B’Shevat and Purim              

celebrations with Metro West Jewish Day School; and Generations of Friends, a project of holiday cards 

made by our families for the residents of the Jewish healthcare Center. This past summer, we held 3 

parent-led meet-ups to get families together while the outdoors beckoned. We also created PJ Library 

Rosh Hashanah gift bags for our community-wide Rosh Hashanah Drive-thru (5781) and kicked off this 

new year (5782) with a   Newcomer Sukkot Celebration at the Worcester JCC. 

Last Spring, PJ Library also spearhead a Tikkun Olam project by collecting over 600 pounds of food for 

Rachel’s Table that was distributed to South Worcester Neighborhood Center to help combat food   

insecurity. 

 

 

PJ Library & PJ Our Way / Young Jewish Families 

Despite the setbacks of Covid again, YAD was as busy as ever. We have welcomed over 35 

new young adults to our YAD community from all walks of life. Last new year (5781) was 

kicked off with a socially distant Rosh Hashanah Picnic and Sukkot Hike. As the days were 

cooler, we went virtual with monthly Shabbats, game nights and schmooze-fests always on 

the calendar. Hanukkah was very festive with gift bags that enabled 3 nights of celebrations 

together. YADs showed off their culinary skills in virtual cooking demonstrations. We also    

co-hosted a comedy night with our Springfield Federation; held a Virtual Seder; Havdalah/

Winemaking with Congregation Beth Israel; a masked-Purim party as well as other smaller 

holiday celebrations. This past summer, we came together in person again for an ice-cream social 

outdoors, Havdalah, more hikes and picnics, and a very well attended outdoor Rosh Hashanah Dinner. Many newcomers braved their 

first introduction to YAD virtually and keep coming back. YAD kept the momentum going with no shortage of opportunities to connect 

despite quarantine with a committed YAD Council team that worked hard to keep our efforts going. 

Several YADs also served on the Federation Board this past year and others will be serving this upcoming year including our newly      

inducted President, Ben Lyons, whose roots began in YAD and Federation Young Leadership. Some members have added to their       

families and branched out to PJ Library while others took positions in other organizational boards. And, as in past years, several of our 

YAD Council members joined together with our PJ Parent Council in helping with our Federation fundraising efforts.  

Young Adult Division (YAD) 

YAD Rosh Hashanah 

LEAD Leadership, Education and Development (a program of YAD) 

Over the past 11 plus years, YAD has created leadership positions and special              

programming to educate and inspire engagement in the greater community. This past 

year was no different with virtual programs being made available for our YAD Leadership 

that were also opened to the greater community. Our YAD/LEAD group hosted 3 virtual 

speakers including “Combatting Anti-Semitism” with Dr. Rachel Fish; Steven Weil, CEO of 

FIDF; and “Journey into the Light” with Hussein Aboukbar from Stand with Us. YAD also 

held a discussion group on “Life in Israel Today and on the Ground’ as a response to the 

most recent conflict between Israel and Hamas.  

LEAD 

YAD Hanukkah 

YAD Comedy Night 

YAD Chauncey 

PJ Generation of Friends 

PJ Library Food Drive 2021 

PJ Library Sukkot 2021 

PJ Library Hanukkah Cards PJ/PJOW Hamantashen Making  

PJ Rockin' Havdalah   


