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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It has a been a pleasure to serve the Central MA Jewish community as the Federation President over the last
12 months and as a member of the Governing Board in different capacities over the last several years. One
of the characteristics of this community that makes leadership roles tremendously satisfying is the
engagement and dedication of so many volunteers in organizing activities, solving problems, lending
expertise in administration and finance, and providing endless hours of effort to keep our community
humming. I am also very grateful for our exceptional professional staff under the leadership of Executive
Director, Steven Schimmel. Every day, they accomplish so much to understand and address the needs of our
community, build lasting partnerships, and work in concert with other Jewish institutions and volunteers to
achieve our shared goals and maximize the community’s resources.

Jeff Narod
Josh Robins
Barbara Rossman
Marcy Shuster
Michael Smith
Steve Sosnoff
Jodie Yoffie

Jonathan R. Sigel

Highlights of our programming over the past year are provided in this Annual Report. I am very proud of the Federation’s work towards
achieving our strategic goals in financial resource development, including the Annual Campaign, and endowment development through
the LIFE & LEGACY Program. We have continued to work on initiatives for education and enrichment, including the Young Emissary
program, annual Torathon, Hillel at Clark University and other campuses, and PJ Library, and we have made leadership development a
priority with members of our Board and emerging leaders from YAD, Chaverim and PJ Library. I’m also very proud of our outreach
efforts throughout central MA, with fun and exciting programming for all age groups, visibility in local press and the Jewish Ledger, and
efforts geared at building relationships outside the Jewish community.
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We fulfill our mission of “tikun olam” (“repairing the world”) in many ways, one of which is through our annual allocations process to
organizations locally and abroad to address gaps in services or to stimulate new programming. Likewise, under the Federation
umbrella, Rachel’s Table distributes large quantities of donated and purchased food to hungry individuals and families throughout
Worcester every day.
These efforts, and many more too numerous to list here, are what enrich and sustain our Jewish community and ensure a safety net for
individuals and the community at large. This could not be accomplished without the generosity of our donors. A healthy financial base
and promising financial future are what enable the Federation to invest in ideas and achieve the strategic goals set by our community.
Thanks so much to all of you have contributed your time, money, efforts, and talent to the Federation over the last year, and thank you,
in advance, for your continued support and participation in 5780 and beyond!!

Jonathan R. Sigel

Have you checked out….

JFCM President

Our Jewish Connect site:
www.jewishcentral.org

Our website:

JFCM Staff
Steven Schimmel, Executive Director
Edie Ryan, Controller
Lisa Thurlow, Office Manager
Stephanie Lyon, Admin Assistant
Mindy Hall, Outreach Director
Leah Shuldiner, Life & Legacy Coordinator
Debbie Fruchtman, Torathon Coordinator
Rabbi Michael Swarttz, Cotton Leadership Coordinator
Liz Baker, Young Emissary Coordinator
Carla Szymanski, Rachel’s Table Director
Lissa Kasakoff, Rachel’s Table Coordinator
Jeff Narod, Clark Hillel Director
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A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

www.jewishcentralmass.org

https://www.facebook.com/
JewishFederationCentralMass
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Steven Schimmel

The Talmud teaches, “The world is too heavy for anyone to carry alone.” With these words we are
reminded of the importance of our collective responsibility and the shared values of tikkun olam (repairing
the world), tzedakah (charity and social justice) and Torah (Jewish learning). These are the values of
Federation, and the values that guide our work to ensure a safe and vibrant Jewish community today and in
the future. This evening we look back at the past year, highlighting the impact of your generous support
and all that we have accomplished -which is truly a testament to the power of working TOGETHER. Thanks
to the spirit of partnership that exists in our community, we have helped thousands of people locally and
globally. Federation supports programs that enhance Jewish life and build Jewish identity, bringing
together the dedicated individuals and institutions that make our community strong. TOGETHER we
support educational initiatives and help our youth and future leaders form strong connections to Jewish
heritage. With our network of beneficiary agencies and international partners who are
Cont’d on page 3
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS, INC.
KEY FINANCIAL RATIOS
FOR THE YEARS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

JFCM Annual Meeting

71st Annual Meeting

The 71st Annual Meeting of Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts was held on October 9,
2018 at Worcester JCC. The community welcomed new Federation board members Elliot Honig,
Carol Kaufman, Josh Robbins, and Michael Smith. Rabbi Yaakov Blotner of Shaarai Torah West
gave the opening blessing. Worcester Community Hebrew High School Director, Wendy Wong
was awarded the Grinspoon Award for Excellence in Education. The LIFE & LEGACY Visions of the
Future Award was presented to Barbara Rossman, and the Toby Richmond Z'L Memorial
Leadership Award was presented to Sharon Krefetz. Young Emissaries Matan Kupervaser, and
Chen Zabatani were introduced to the community. The Annual Meeting kicked off Campaign
2019 and was well attended with community members from all of our community's agencies and

2018
AMOUNT

1) UNRESTRICTED OPERATING PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
Public support:
Grants, contributions and fundraising
$ 1,299,778
Revenue:
Program income
Investment income appropriated for operations

Annual Fundraising
The community generously gave $783,609 this past year to the Annual Campaign and other
fundraising programs which was part of a total of $1,299,778 for all of the programs that are part
of Jewish Federation of Central MA's consolidated operations. Super Sunday was held on
November 4 where callers raised $10,391, and a second Super Sunday was held on March 31
where callers raised $13,122. Thank you to Super Sunday volunteers Abbie Averbach, Anna Ben
Moshe, Debbie Fins, David Heller, Steve Heims, Joshua Robins, Emily Rosenbaum, Natalie
Rudolph, Marcy Shuster, Jonathan Sigel, Mike Smith, and Richard Spool. And thank you to our
dedicated Campaign Ambassadors Robert Adler, Abbie Averbach, Liz Baker, Joel Baker, Elaine
Baskin, Anna Ben Moshe, Mark Cutler, EJ Dotts, Debbie Fins, Merilee Freeman, Carol Glick,
Super Sunday Campaign Workers
Edward Glick, Steve Heims, David Heller, Ben Joseph, Carol Kaufman, Dennis Lindenberg, Ben
Lyons, Judy Markowitz, Jeff Narod, Marlene Persky, Barbara Rossman, Natalie Rudolph, Marcy
Shuster, Jonathan Sigel, Richard Silver, Carol Sleeper, Michael Sleeper, Steve Sosnoff, Sheila Trugman, and Wayne Ushman, your
hard-work and dedication made Campaign 2019 a success.

Foundation

2.1%
6.2%

1,417,479

100.0%

608,759
221,579
239,369
105,204
128,049
82,764
1,385,724

37.6%
13.7%
14.8%
6.5%
7.9%
5.1%
85.6%

Supporting services:
General and administrative
Fundraising
Total supporting services

123,260
109,836
233,096

7.6%
6.8%
14.4%

Total operating expenses

1,618,820

100.0%

646,763
487,853
56,211
427,993
1,618,820

40.0%
30.1%
3.5%
26.4%
100.0%

2) OPERATING EXPENSES:
Program services:
Federation
Foundation
Rachel's Table
Clark Hillel
Life and Legacy
Other programs
Total program services

Contributions, grants and allocations
Salaries and related, net of contract labor
Occupancy
Other

There are many in our community who have had the foresight and commitment to establish funds with Federation to ensure a steady
flow of dollars in perpetuity for specific and general programs. Examples include funding for senior programming, family education,
and upkeep of cemeteries. It’s easy to set something up for a small amount of money. We encourage you to contact our LIFE &
LEGACY Coordinator Leah Shuldiner at Federation for more information on how to set up a fund. The current value of the Endowment
Fund is $13,049,366.

Torathon
Torathon 2018 was a wonderful and successful evening of Jewish learning and community
togetherness. Celebrating Torathon’s 30th anniversary, almost two dozen classes were offered by
as many educators in the Central Massachusetts Community with over 250 people attending. The
evening began with a beautiful Melaveh Malka- ushering out Shabbat and beginning our evening
with song and joy. During the next 3 hours, participants chose several classes to attend, covering
a wide variety of genre presented by rabbis, cantors, educators, musicians and Jewish leaders in
the community. The response to the evening was very positive and the air was electrified by
2018 Torathon
feelings of community and shared learning. The uniqueness of Torathon really shines through and
the evening culminated with a widely attended dessert reception.

Debbie Fruchtman
Torathon Coordinator
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91.7%

30,128
87,573

Total unrestricted operating public support and revenue

congregations represented.

RATIO
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Jewish Community Foundation
We Thank all those who have established funds with us.
Total Designated Funds
Dorothy Benjamin Women's Leadership Fund
Sulamith & Irving Blackberg Fund
Joseph & Miriam Casdin Charitable Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Cemeteries Fund
Clark Hillel Endowment Fund
Samuel M. Cooper Memorial Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Samuel M. Cooper Restricted Fund
Harold Cotton Memorial Endowment Fund
Harold & Phyllis Cotton Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Melvin S. Cutler Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment Fund
Allan Farber Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Merrill & Lillian Farber Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Harriet Feinberg Memorial Fund
Saul & Bea Feingold Fund for Seniors
DFA Fund for Elder Care & Support (Debbie and Dan Fins)
Edith Fisher Lion of Judah
Freelander Family Charitable Trust Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Joseph & Edith Freilich Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment Fund
Haskell & Ina Gordon Charitable Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Gotz Family Fund
Henry & Rita Grace Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Barbara Greenberg Lion of Judah Endowment
Miriam & Burte Guterman Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Barry Jaffe Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Circle Fund
Landgarten Fund
Lockwood Family Charitable Trust Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Howard & Thelma Lockwood Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Marion & Isador Lubin Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Sidney & Florence Medlinsky Philanthropic Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign
Endowment
Sidney & Jeffrey Medlinsky Memorial Fund
Dr. Adolph & Pearl Meltzer Fund Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
David A. Persky Campaign Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Marlene Persky Lion of Judah
Presidents Leadership Endowment Fund
Toby S. Richmond Lion of Judah Endowment
Norman Robbins Fund
Martha Rosenblatt Lion of Judah
Rosenblum Family Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Barbara Rossman Lion of Judah
Barbara & Paul Rossman Youth Fund
Allen Rubin Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Jules & Blossom Saide Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Senior Adult Services Endowment Fund
Samuel Shanberg Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Siegel Family Cultural Fund
Carol J. Sleeper Lion of Judah Endowment
Myra E & Harold W. Slovin Memorial Fund
Bernard & Nita Trugman Educational Fund
Rosalie & Wallace Wolf Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Irving J. Yarock Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment
Samuel & Evelyn Zaritt Fund

Total Donor-Advised Funds
Bailin Philanthropic Fund
Chaifetz Family Fund
Lois & Bernard Edinberg Philanthropic Fund
David I. & Elaine C. Feingold Charitable Fund

Irving & Beatrice Fins Philanthropic Fund
Robert & Elizabeth Frem Philanthropic Fund
Harry Goff Family Foundation
David & Sylvia Glick Philanthropic Fund
JFCM General Unrestricted Fund
Nancy & Michael Leavitt Fund
Dorothy & Howard Lurier Family Philanthropic Fund
Melvin Rosenblatt Family Fund
Bernard Rotman Family Fund
Sheftel Philanthropic Fund
Lisa & Jonathan Sigel Charitable Fund
Saul & Reena Slovin Philanthropic Fund
Stoll Family Charitable Trust

2018-2019
Rachel’s Table
Rachel's Table is a hunger relief program helping those in need in Worcester. We use volunteers
to transport donated excess unsold and unserved food to 33 food pantries, group homes, shelter,
day programs, and soup kitchens. The Children's Milk Fund program purchases milk for children
at 23 of these agencies. We buy fruits and vegetables for the city's summer meal program for
children at sites throughout the city during the months when schools are closed. We provide
individually wrapped food and drink items for the homeless helped by the Homeless Outreach
Rachel’s Table collections
and Advocacy Program. In the past year Rachel's Table provided over half a million pounds of food
and milk-at no charge. We bought almost 40,000 gallons of milk for 12,000 children with our weekly milk deliveries.

Carla Szymanski
Rachel’s Table Director

Supporting Foundation
B’nai Shalom Endowment Fund
B’nai Shalom Investment Fund
Beth Tikvah Endowment Fund
Leo H. Rudnick Family Trust

Other
Doug Cutler
Michael & Carol Sleeper

SNEC / Partnership 2Gether
The Afula-Gilboa partnership has been in existence since 1994. Our partnership with Afula-Gilboa through the Southern New England
Consortium [SNEC] continues to grow as we strengthen our living bridge by funding organizations and programs locally and in our
sister-city. This year's partnership projects included Teen EITs, teen leadership programs, Sandwich Club, Afula Community Center,
HaEmek Medical Center, Home in the Valley LGBTQ Project, Pluralist Kabbalat Shabbat Program, Haifa Rape Crisis Center, a joint
Jewish- Arab Basketball Girls Team, and Beit Singer.

Scholarship Programs
Through allocations made from our annual campaign, a generous grant from the Freelander Family Foundation, and a grant from the
Schwartz Foundation, 64 children were awarded scholarships to attend camp, Israel programs and other Jewish experiences this past
summer. These scholarships are essential in providing aid to families in our community.

************************************************************************************************************
Executive Director Report: continued from page 1

on the ground 24/7/365, we support a vital safety net that quickly identifies emerging needs and life threatening emergencies. We
live in challenging times. We continue to see spikes in anti-Semitic incidents across our country manifesting itself in many ways, big
and small. From the Tree of Life and Chabad synagogue shootings in Pittsburgh and Poway, to harassment and bullying of Jewish
students in school, it sometimes feels harder to be a Jew today than any time in recent memory. Yet it’s under the backdrop of this
darkness where Federation accomplishes some of its most important work. Through the efforts of Jewish Federation, we have
established new community-wide security measures and have provided important trainings with law enforcement experts. We are
the voice of the Jewish community. We strengthen our connections to elected officials, and administrators at local schools, colleges
and universities. We work with local and regional leaders to identify and address anti-Semitism in a collaborative and strategic
fashion; we are working fervently to reframe the narrative and assumptions about Israel, moving beyond the narrow lens of “the
conflict” and embracing the complexities of her land, history, culture, food, and art and the vast beauty and energy of the Israeli
people; Federation funding has expanded to include unique aspects of Jewish life and an impressive diversity of Jewish programming,
representing the truly rich tapestry of Jewish expression that exists in the Jewish world today. All of which brings us back to the
Campaign (yes, it always comes back to the Campaign!) – none of the work we do would be possible without the support and
generosity of you, our donors. Thanks to each of you, we can sleep soundly at night knowing that, even in the midst of troubling
changes and events, we have the strength, resilience, and resources to withstand the challenges ahead and thrive in the process.
We have much to be grateful for.
Steven Schimmel
JFCM Executive Director
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Community Impact Partnership

Young Adult Division (YAD)

The Worcester Black-Jewish Alliance is entering its third year. It is a partnership of the Federation and the Worcester NAACP, and was co-founded by Rabbi Michael Swarttz, the Coordinator of the Harold Cotton Leadership Center of the Federation, and Pat Yancey, who
was the President of the Worcester NAACP chapter. Over the past two years we have
sponsored a concert, a documentary, and a Black-Jewish Seder. This year we are planning
Songs of Hope II, a second concert by popular demand, a trip to Washington, D.C., to visit
the African American History Museum and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, and
another Seder.

Rabbi Michael Swarttz
Cotton Leadership Coordinator

Israeli Young Emissary Program
The Young Emissary program participants are high school graduates from the Afula/Gilboa
region who have deferred their army duty to do a year of national volunteer service by
working in our communities as young ambassadors of Israel. They provide a variety of
Israeli programming to educate the people in our communities about Israel and bring our
communities together in support of Israel. The Emissaries (Shinshinim) are trained as
experiential, hands-on novice educators, working toward creating meaningful connections
and living bridges between the partnership communities in the US and Israel. They spend
most of their time with our synagogue religious schools, youth groups, Jewish Community
Center (JCC), Clark University Hillel, elderly homes, and with other local community
organizations. They also represent Israel at public schools. We, in Central MA, have two
YEs in our community, and they are housed with local host families.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the host families who so generously and
lovingly opened their homes to our Young Emissaries this past year. Sue Miller and Gary
Keilson and Cara and Ben Lyons hosted Matan Kupervaser. Rabbi Aviva and Ari Fellman
2018-19 Young Emissaries: Matan & Chen
and Deb Martin and Dan Shertzer hosted Chen Zabatani. I would also like to thank our
Executive Director, Steven Schimmel, our mentors, Rabbis, and those who worked closely with our emissaries throughout the year to
help make this program a great success.
For the past 3 summers our community has also participated in a pilot program
called the “Emissary in Training” program. We choose 2 qualified 16-year-old
students from the Afula/Gilboa region who are interested in becoming Young
Emissaries when they are 18. They live in our community for 2-3 weeks and
volunteer at our JCC Summer Day Camp. Thank you to Tali Mugg and Jeff Narod
for overseeing the 2019 summer program.

With the help and support of our YAD Leadership Council, some of the year’s highlights
included our monthly Shabbat Dinners hosted at homes throughout the community,
concluding the summer months with our wonderful Annual Summer Shabbat Backyard
YAD BBQ
BBQ hosted at the home of YAD Council members’ Sara Kreisel and Alisa Lando. We
picked peaches and apples, hiked, picnicked, shared Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah and Passover Seder together; we played games, went
bowling, ate in the Sukkah, tasted some cider and beer, and discussed Judaism, religion and life at a rabbi-led Torah on Tap program.
For the 3rd year, we co-sponsored the Worcester Public Library Yom Hashoah Program partnering with WPL Librarian and YAD Council
Member, Amy Klein. And most important, friendships were expanded and surrogate families created.

JewMass (program of YAD)
We have moved into our 10th year of partnership with JewMass, the Jewish Student
group of UMASS Medical School as an extension of our Young Adult outreach. We
kicked off the new school year with our annual welcome reception. Over the the past
year, we shared Hanukkah lightings, Sukkah building and dinner, and offered support
and guidance in building and sustaining a Jewish student campus outreach while
connecting to the greater community. We also launched a Jewish-community-wide
tikkun olam project branded through PJ Library, JewMass, the UMASS Pediatrics
Department, and our community synagogues and JCC with a clothing drive to help
needy children in our community. We have also planned a few programs/speakers for
the coming year where Med Students, Residents, Attendings, and non-UMASS medical
professionals from our Fed community can attend.

JewMass

LEAD (program of YAD)

Shinshinim are young, vibrant and “cool”. They come with great spirit and
energy that is infectious and inspirational. Their love of Israel is pure and
genuine and their desire to share their love by creative and informal methods
makes it accessible to all. They become the reason a reluctant student might
choose to go to Hebrew high school or an ambivalent Jewish college student
can speak openly against others who challenge Israel policies. Our emissaries are wonderful role models as community-minded teens.
Their decision to spend a year of service illustrates an important lesson not only for us but for our children. Through the emissaries, we
and our children begin to understand the true wonder of Israel, and I am certain we will be forever touched by this program.
For more information about the Young Emissary Program or to host an emissary please contact me: Liz Baker, Young Emissary
Coordinator lizkbaker58@gmail.com.

Liz Baker

Young Emissary Coordinator
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It was a busy year for YAD with more young adults either relocating or coming back
home to the area (and, sadly, we also had to say “see you soon” to several of our
friends who moved away for job opportunities). There were many YAD celebrations
during the year including weddings, engagements, and new babies. Along with these
simchas, many holidays, Shabbats, social events and learning opportunities were
shared. Joshua Robins, YAD Council Member, accepted an invitation to join our
Federation Board of Directors.

Throughout the years, YAD has held leadership programming to educate and inspire
engagement in the greater community to help prepare our next generation of leaders.
This has also been accomplished through the creation of the YAD Leadership Council
over the past 8 years. To further cement this effort, we have branded and revitalized our
leadership program under the name LEAD. LEAD has its roots from the last generation
of young leaders from which our current Federation President, Jonathan Sigel was an
active member. Over the past year, we have had several events including a Hillel
collaborative dinner and program featuring Israel expert Neil Lazarus; a tour of City Hall
with a discussion on Jewish leadership, politics, values and history with Community
member and Worcester City Councilman Moe Bergman; a dinner and discussion on the
LEAD
work and growth of Federation-funded World Ort Russia with National Director, Misha Libkin.
This fall, we will welcome Rachel Fish, Senior Advisor and Resident Scholar, Paul E. Singer Foundation, previously Associate Director of
the Schusterman Center for Israel Studies at Brandeis University, talking about how millennials can become change agents in our
greater community.
9

PJ Library & PJ Our Way / Young Jewish Families
PJ Library continues to help connect and engage new families into our greater community. Over the
past year, we have continued to welcome more new families as well as see our existing Young Adult
group (YAD) create their own expanded families here in the community. This is a wonderful sign for us
knowing that there is a vibrant group of Jewish young families moving to, and living in Central Mass. To
date, over 600 families with multiple children have become part of JFCM’s PJ Library family since the
program’s inception here over 10 years ago. PJ Our Way, chapter books for children 8 ½-11, continues
to grow in its subscriber list, nearly doubling since we launched it here less than 2 years ago. As a
result of these programs, and the numerous opportunities to engage in our events, members have
joined synagogues and the JCC, while others have created their “chosen” family. With the continuous
support of the PJ Library Parent Leadership Council and our community partners, we held some great
programs throughout the year.
Highlights from the past year included ongoing PJ Library branded and partnered programs
with our local synagogues and JCC including PJ Library Mini-Minyan with Beth Tikvah; PJ
Library Bagels ‘n Books with Beth Israel; PJ Library Goes to Pray ‘n Play with Temple Emanuel
Sinai; PJ Library Tu B’Shevat Tot Shabbat with Congregation B’nai Shalom; The Tribe and
Good Deed’s Day with the Worcester JCC; and PJ Library Pajama Havdalah with Beth Tikvah
and Congregation B’nai Shalom.
PJ Library also launched PJ Library Playmates, a weekly, free-play meet-up for parents and
their children 3 and under. PJ and PJOW moms enjoyed a few nights out together which
included: “Caffeine for the Soul”, an open discussion about Jewish women and feminism
facilitated by Sheva Liberow of the Torah Center; and dinner out at El Basha, schmoozing,
laughing and sharing mom secrets.
Hanukkah was de-“lightful” when PJ Library and PJ Our Way had a “Magical Hanukkah” with Dan the
Magic Man at Tatnuck Booksellers in Westborough. Then PJ Library made a visit to Whitinsville Library
to share some Hanukkah stories, games and latkes with the kids in the neighborhood.
The entire community was invited to join PJ Library and PJ Our Way for a night at the Worcester
Railers Hockey Game and JFED Day at the Bravehearts. Both teams donated back some of the sales to
help support our PJ Library program here in Central Mass. And, PJ Library in conjunction with
JewMass, UMASS Medical School, and our community synagogues, launched a clothing drive for needy
young children in our community which started August 23rd and will end October 23 rd.

Clark Hillel
Jewish life at Clark University continues to thrive. Shabbat dinners, monthly late night
bagel brunches and a wide variety of cultural programs are well attended and there is
always something Jewish going on on campus. There are four student run committees
under the umbrella of the Coordinating Council (COCO), Social Arts and Culture
Committee, Israel-Zionism Committee, Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) Committee,
and Religious Observance Committee. Some of the highlights of the year were the
ClarkU Hillel
Emissary Shabbat hosting the 18 Emissaries throughout the Southern New England
Region, monthly Challah for Hunger bakes raising hundreds of dollars for Mazon, and a "Bar Mitzvah party for Freud". Besides the
weekly Shabbat services and dinners, Hillel hosts meals for the High Holidays and Seders for Passover, celebrates other holidays, and
hosts programs and workshops throughout the year. Clark Hillel also coordinates with WPI Hillel on many events and provides WPI
students with services related to Jewish life on campus. Under the Hillel umbrella is an IACT and Birthright Coordinator, we welcome
the new coordinator Roy Buchler who oversees Israel events and recruits for Birthright trips. Jeff Narod is the Director of Clark
University Hillel.

Kehillah Community High School
This past year we began Kehillah, a revamped, renewed, and re-energized Worcester
Community High School Program. This program brings together students from Beth
Israel and Temple Emanuel Sinai for school-wide activities throughout the school year
while providing vital funding for high-school level Jewish education at Beth Israel and
Temple Emanuel Sinai. Ziva Rosenhand coordinates the school-wide activities
program.

Central MA Jewish Historical Society
The Central MA Jewish Historical Society has been established by Jewish Federation to
document and preserve the rich Jewish history of our community. This past year the
society held several events including partnering with the Worcester Historical Museum
for discovery days to identify items of historical significance. The group also organized
a day to commemorate poet Stanley Kunitz. This coming year the group plans to hold more programs and to establish a permanent
location at Shaarai Torah to display historical items. The group is chaired by Melody Friedenthal.

Worcester Jewish Cemetery Improvement Association
The Worcester Jewish Cemetery Improvement Association (WJCIA) was formed this year to achieve the goal of beautifying,
dignifying and repairing the three Worcester Jewish cemeteries– B’nai Brith, Chevra Kadisha, and Worcester Hebrew, where more
than 10,000 Jews are buried. The estimated cost of bringing all three cemeteries into a state of good repair is approximately
$400,000. To date just under $100,000 has been pledged for this project. The WJCIA Advisory Committee, a committee of lay people
from Worcester has been formed. The committee is directly involved with the maintenance of the cemeteries and will guide where
our contributions to this effort will be applied at all three cemeteries. This program is chaired by Dana Levenson.
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“With an Outstretched Arm…”

Life & Legacy

LIFE & LEGACYTM is a partnership of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation (HGF) and the Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts that promotes after-lifetime giving to benefit local Jewish entities. Through training, support and monetary incentives, LIFE & LEGACY motivates Jewish organizations to integrate legacy giving into their philanthropic culture in order
to assure Jewish tomorrows.
Central Massachusetts is now in year three of the LIFE & LEGACY program. 10 partner organizations continue to participate. This translated into 371 pledged gifts from 257 donors with an estimated value of over $10 Million!
We celebrated Year 2 in April with a Gala reception for donors and volunteers at Mercantile Center.
The LIFE & LEGACY program has hosted nine workshops for volunteer solicitors as part of supporting our partners in this
important work.
Community Partners
Beth Tikvah Synagogue
Clark University Hillel
Congregation Beth Israel
Congregation B’nai Shalom
Congregation Shaarai Torah West
Jewish Federation of Central Mass
Jewish Healthcare Center
Temple Emanuel Sinai
Temple Israel
Worcester JCC

Peter Herman and Stefanie Bradie
Benjamin Joseph
Carol Goodman Kaufman
Joel M. Kaufman, MD
Elliott Krefetz
Sharon Krefetz
Nancy B. Leavitt
Howard & Thelma Lockwood
Benjamin and Cara Lyons
Robert Mack
Judith K. Markowitz
David A. Persky
Marlene Persky *
Mary Jane Rein
Toby Richmond Z”L *
Harriet Robbins
Jordan Robbins Z”L
Suzanne Robins
Martha Rosenblatt *
Barbara Rossman

Mindy J. Hall
JFCM Director of Outreach and Engagement

Jewish Community Concierge/Shalom
Newcomer/General Community Outreach
Many coffees and conversations have been shared as we strive to build meaningful relationships with newcomers, and oldcomers,
working to connect and involve people within the community. Our JFCM ‘concierge’ service continues to help people of all ages who
desire information and guidance within our Jewish and secular communities. Our work extends from assisting out-of-towners looking
to move into the community; helping newcomers settle & connect once they arrive here; sharing information about Federation and our
partner organizations and synagogues; and letting them know there is a caring community here for them. Our work also serves our
existing community, helping create bridges wherever needed, and to create bridges with organizations outside of our Jewish
Community. This past year, we welcomed over 110 new households into our Federation family.

Social Media

The Jewish Federation of Central Mass would like to honor our local community members who have committed to leaving
a legacy gift to JFCM. This list indicates donors who have informed JFCM of their legacy intentions by August 29, 2019.
An * indicates a Lion of Judah endowment.
Myra & Jay Aframe
Anonymous (11)
A. Averbach
Elizabeth & Joel Baker
Alberta Chase
Douglas Cutler
Melvin S Cutler
Michelle V. Cochran
EJ Dotts
Shelley Dubin & Dennis Lindenberg
Victoria Dubrovsky
Donna & Joel Elfman
Deborah Fins
Jody Fredman
Edith Fisher *
Jody Fredman
Norman Glick Z"L
Barbara Greenberg *
Gary Gurwitz
Steven & Debra Heims Family

The mission of Federation’s community outreach is to provide a warm and welcoming community
for Jews of all backgrounds and ages. It serves to build bridges within our Central Mass Community providing resources, connections, programming, volunteer and leadership opportunities for
both newcomers and existing community members within our greater Central Mass Community.

Bernie Rotman
Ruth Rubin
Steven Schimmel
Allan Shriber
Carol Sleeper *
Michael & Carol Sleeper
Bradford A. Smith
Lauren P. Smith
Michael & Susan Smith
Steven Sosnoff
Alan & Nina Stoll
Lisa Thurlow
Dr. Sheila Trugman
Wayne Ushman
Brenda Verduin-Dean
Bruce & Ellen Wahle
David Wilner
Steve & Lori Winer

Connecting with our Federation family in so easy and can be done in so many ways including through our wide social media presence
that has continued to help people find us and engage our community: Jewish Central.org Facebook; Jewish Federation of Central
Mass Facebook; PJ Library Facebook; Jewish Families; Young Adult Division Facebook; Chaverim; and Meet-Up Sites for Young Adults
and Young Families. Since its beginnings several years back, nearly 3,000 people from our Central Mass community connect with
Federation and its community members on multiple social media platforms.

Chaverim (40’s and up)
Chaverim toasted in the secular new year at Holiday Jewbilation, a fun and festive party hosted at the home of Janet and David Lavine.
In what’s become an annual tradition, Chaverim partnered with the Boroughs and Worcester Hadassah Chapters, as well as the Latino
-Jewish Roundtable for a Night Out at the Film Festival with the Central Mass International Jewish Film Festival in a screening of “The
Last Suit”. Following the film, our community gathered together to schmooze at a dessert reception.

Chaverim Jewbilation

Chaverim Film Night
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