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We are building

the future.

andour heartsWITH WITH

Some names and other identifying information 
have been changed in the real stories found 
throughout this report to protect the privacy of 
our community members.



the future.

our hands. WITH

Dear Friends, 

You’ve probably heard this before: The Jewish Federation of 
Southern New Jersey cares for those in need, enhances Jewish 
life, and ensures the continuity of a vibrant Jewish community 
locally, in Israel, and around the world.  But what does that 
really mean?

It means that we as a system provide support to vulnerable 
populations. We provide programming for the whole family 
– children, adults, and seniors. We advocate for our global 
Jewish community in Israel and in 70 countries worldwide. 
We connect our South Jersey community, both Jewish and 
secular, to one another, and help people find and grow their 
Jewish identity. We provide emergency support to those in 
crisis, whenever and wherever disaster strikes.

A vibrant Jewish community is more than a building, an arts 
program, a food bank, or a Hebrew class. It’s a combination 
of all of these - and more. Each day, we are planning for 
the future while we address the needs of the here and now. 
Each day, we are engaging new ideas and new people, 
creating strong leaders, convening our colleagues across the 
community, and strategically cultivating growth.

Throughout the Jewish Federation system, we see lives 
touched each and every day. Lives changed by programming 
that impacts an individual or brings the community together 
as a whole.

This is all possible only with the support of our donors, our 
volunteers, and our lay leaders. And for that, we want to take 
this opportunity to say THANK YOU. Your commitment to 
build a better tomorrow is what makes this community shine 
and makes it our home.

Together, we are building the future with our hearts and with 
our hands. 

All the best,

Jennifer Dubrow Weiss 
Chief Executive Officer

Vicki J. Zell
President, 2014 - 2015
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48%

15%

15%

65%

of Jewish children, 
ages 5 – 18, are 

enrolled in a Jewish 
day school or 

religious school

of Jewish adults 
identify as “Just 
Jewish,” with no 

religious affiliation

growth in the
South Jersey Jewish 

community since 
1991

of Jewish adults
are empty nesters

County Demographics
There are approximately 56,700 Jewish individuals 
living in the tri-county area: 

 61% live in Camden County – most residing  
 in Cherry Hill, Voorhees, and Haddonfield

 28% live in Burlington County – most   
 residing in Marlton, Mount Laurel, Medford,  
 and Moorestown

 11% live in Gloucester County – most   
 residing in Swedesboro, Woodbury Heights,  
 Mullica Hill, and Glassboro

Synagogue Life
Affiliation follows life stages – peaking among 
those in the 45 to 59 age range. Opportunities for 
growth are strongest among unmarried couples, 
families with young children, and those under the 
age of 45.

Life Challenges
While many live comfortably, others face 
challenges – disabilities, financial issues, and 
social/emotional stressors. Jewish agencies tend to 
be the first line of defense for caring for the elderly 
and coping with dementia.

Religious Affiliation
There are more than one dozen Jewish 
denominations/movements in the tri-county 
area. While the greatest number identify with the 
Reform and Conservative movements, others are 
seeing growth – most notably Orthodox and those 
who identify as “Just Jewish.”
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Emergency Response
In times of crisis, communities 
facing hardship will always have 
the worldwide Jewish community 
to turn to for support, no matter 
where they are or what the 
situation. In times of rocket attacks 
on innocent Israelis, escalated 
anti-Semitism, or natural disasters, 
emergency response provides 
respite and relief for those in 
harm’s way, trauma counseling 
for victims and relief workers, 
activities and supplies for children, 
and financial assistance to rebuild. 

Vulnerable Populations
The most vulnerable populations in 
our community – seniors, individuals 
with special needs and their families, 
victims of domestic abuse, the 
unemployed and underemployed, 
and more – should have access to the 
supports and services they need to 
achieve and live a full and meaningful 
life. Tikkun Olam (repairing the 
world) is one of our most important 
Jewish values.

Family & Youth
Family and youth programming is 
just the start of building a strong 
and vibrant Jewish community. 
Educational, social, cultural, and 
recreational programming enriches 
the mind and the body – from 
6 weeks to 60+ years old – and 
comprehensive, caring social services 
strengthen the individual, the family, 
and the community. 

Israel & Overseas
Israel and the Jewish communities in 
70 other countries around the world 
need our support to ensure that 
Jewish identity continues to thrive 
and that the safety, security, and 
well-being of Jews is maintained. It 
is our job to be advocates for every 
Jewish community, both near and far. 

Jewish Identity 
& Community Engagement
With the changing face of the 
Jewish community, individuals 
today often struggle to feel 
connected to their Jewish identity 
and relationship to Israel. Through 
community engagement, we can 
create lasting and meaningful 
ways for Jews to connect and 
strengthen their Jewish identity. 
Looking beyond the Jewish 
community, fostering relationships 
between people of all faiths and 
cultures helps us build a better 
tomorrow. 
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the impact

When a preschool teacher came to one of the JFCS Betsy & Peter Fischer Food Pantries, 
she broke down in tears - tears of happiness and gratitude. One week prior, she was 
denied assistance, because she did not live in the county in which the other pantry was 
located. Devastated and embarrassed, she was not going to make the same mistake 
twice, until someone told her to try JFCS. She took their advice and was given bags of 
food with kindness and consideration. She was told to come back the following week 
for more. She was treated with dignity, which not only provided peace of mind, but also 
ensured her two little girls had the food they needed.

“On my first day with Aleph Home Care, I was told I would be starting my first 
companion care case that evening. I had no idea how to prepare a kosher meal at that 
point, but with my new client’s guidance, it didn’t take long to figure it all out! At one 
point, he became ill and had to be hospitalized. I was with him when he was admitted and 
one of the nurses asked him if he was okay with his friend being in the room while she 
examined him. He looked at me, then at her, and said, ‘My friend. He is my BEST friend.’ 
I realized then that I was doing something I hadn’t been able to do for my own dad 32 
years ago. As it turns out and continues to be, I need my new friend just as much as he 
needs me.” – Gary Connell, Companion & Home Care Coordinator for Aleph Home Care 

the stories

17,000 1,850

$889,000
worth of support services were provided 
to Holocaust survivors in Camden, 
Burlington, Gloucester, and Cumberland 
Counties by JFCS, enabling these seniors 
to maintain their independence and age 
in place in their own homes. 

hours of job placement and job 
coaching services are provided 
each year to individuals with special 
needs through the JFCS Supported 
Employment program.

18,000
kosher lunches were served to seniors 
at the Katz JCC, providing both a hot, 
nutritional meal and an opportunity to 
socialize with friends.

children with special needs have 
attended the JCC Camps at Medford 
as part of the Open Hearts/Open 
Doors program since its inception in 
1993.

V
ul

ne
ra

bl
e 

Po
pu

la
tio

ns

4



the impact

“When my son was four, he became afraid
of swimming and refused to go in the water. 

That spring, I heard of the JCC Camps at 
Medford and signed him up. He is now six. This 

is his third summer and he received the most 
improved swimmer award this year! When I 

asked him if he wanted to go again next year, he 
said, ‘Duh. I’m going every year even when I am 

a CIT and a counselor.’” – Parent of a JCC camper

the stories

$352,000 21

$20,000
was awarded to scholars and 
community leaders by the Jewish 
Community Foundation, Inc. (JCF)
to help them achieve their 
educational or career goals. 

worth of counseling services were 
subsidized by Samost Jewish Family 
& Children’s Service (JFCS) so that 
local residents could afford crucial 
mental health treatment. 

10,000+
Jewish storybooks and music CDs 
were distributed to children in our 
community this past year through our 
free PJ Library program. 

volunteer leaders were honored at 
the Young Adult Division’s Yad b’Yad 
event, reaching as far as Mullica Hill, 
Moorestown, Medford, and more to 
bring young leaders together for
unity and cooperation.
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In the very near future, all of the Survivors 
of the Holocaust will not be around to tell 

their stories. The impact of hearing about the 
Holocaust from a witness is immeasurable. 

The JCRC’s Goodwin Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center (GHMEC) brings together all of 

the generations following Survivors to preserve 
the stories of their parents, grandparents, and 
great-grandparents through the “Generations 

after the Shoah” group, encouraging Survivors 
to share their stories with their families and for 

their families to share those stories with others.



The Jewish Federation of Southern New Jersey,
collectively with Federations across the country, supports a network of national

and overseas partners to provide direct services to those in need. 

Our partner agencies include: The Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA),
The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC),

The Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), and World ORT. 

the impact

Though he’s been in Israel for less than a year and is far from his family, Thibault 
already feels more at home there than he ever did in his native France. In Paris, he felt 
like an outcast. Though his grandparents are Holocaust Survivors, Thibault grew up in an 
assimilated household with little connection to the Jewish community. Yet his Jewish last 
name still left him a target for rising anti-Semitism. Looking for a new path, he turned to 
JAFI. They assisted every step of the way, offering: pre-departure counseling, arranging 
travel, providing him with temporary housing, Hebrew courses, and more to jump start 
life in his new home. Thibault now lives in a JAFI-run absorption center near Tel Aviv. 
He’s surrounded by fellow young French Jews eager to begin new lives. It’s a diverse 
and supportive community that – with the support of the Jewish Federation – is growing 
stronger every day. 

the story
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15,000
seniors and 8,000 children were able 
to survive a bitter winter through the 
JDC’s Winter Relief program – like 
the Petrov family’s five children who 
live in a small Ukranian village with 
no gas supply or running water. 

17,000
Jewish teens have attended school 
in Israel since 1992 through JAFI’s 
Na’ale program, which grants 
Jewish teens from around the world 
full scholarships, and covers room 
and board and living expenses.

300,000
lives were enhanced by World 
ORT, the world’s largest Jewish 
vocational training and educational 
organization, which operates schools 
in 59 countries around the world. 
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From the conflict in the Ukraine to natural disasters, 
such as the earthquakes in Nepal and Hurricane Sandy, to the crisis in Israel

last summer, the Jewish Federation is there to help in times of crisis 
through our partner agencies. 

the impact

“Completely alone.” That’s how Anna Kushnir has felt since the fighting broke 
out in eastern Ukraine. Amid constant gunfire and mortars, her beloved husband 
of over 50 years died unexpectedly. Every house in her town has been destroyed 
and replaced with flimsy bungalows. Anna is one of the tens of thousands of 
elderly Jews in conflict-torn eastern Ukraine who rely entirely on the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) to survive - providing food, clothing, 
medicine, home supplies, and financial assistance to Ukraine’s Jewish community in 
its time of crisis. This support is the one constant source of comfort in an otherwise 
nightmarish situation. 

the story

13,000
prospective olim attended JAFI-
sponsored aliyah fairs in France in 2014. 
JAFI expects 9,000 French Jews to 
make aliyah by the end of 2015, a 28% 
increase over the previous year. 

170 million NIS
(approximately $42.5 million) has 
been given to date to small business 
owners in Israel through JAFI’s Small 
Business Loan Fund to help them 
build and grow – and rebuild in 
times of crisis. 

$5 million
has been raised to date by the
Jewish Federations of North America 
to help Jews affected by the conflict 
in the Ukraine. 
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the impact

As first-time parents, Robyn and her husband 
Gary weren’t sure how best to link their 
daughter Danielle to her Jewish heritage. “We’re 
not a religious family, but we’re definitely 
connected to Jewish culture, history, and 
traditions, as well as community.” PJ Library, 
funded in part by the Jewish Federation, fits 
the bill perfectly by sending vibrant, engaging 
children’s books on Jewish topics and themes to 
more than 175,000 families around the world – 
entirely for free. Some books, like Sadie’s Sukkah 
Breakfast and Red, Blue and Yellow Yarn, weave 
Jewish holidays and teachings into neat little 
tales. Others, like Mendel’s Accordion, bring 
Jewish history to life. At holiday celebrations, 
their curious little reader knows just what’s 
going on. And when Danielle falls in love with a 
new book, she brings it to school for story time. 
“She’s proud of the information she’s learning 
and sharing with her friends!”
– Robyn, a PJ Library parent

the story

732 22,000

35
Title 1 schools in South Jersey 
participate in BookMates, a 
department of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council (JCRC), making it 
one of the largest interfaith reading 
literacy programs in the country. 

Hebrew school students participate 
in Gift of Israel, a matching savings 
program between the Jewish 
Federation, the family, and the
synagogue, to enable them to afford 
a trip to Israel.

$1 million
has been awarded since the early 
2000s by the Jewish Community 
Foundation, Inc. (JCF) to 
organizations that serve the South 
Jersey community – both Jewish 
and secular. 

people are touched each year 
through the JCRC Goodwin 
Holocaust Museum and Education 
Center’s programs and personal 
interactions with Survivors.



the financials 10/1/14 - 9/30/15

ALLOCATIONS
$3,577,307

Overseas
& Israel related 

programs

Local agencies

$749,848
21.0%

$2,278,260
63.7%

National 
agencies

Jewish
education

Reserves for 
capital repairs
& furnishings

Use of
reserves

$146,871
4.1%

$169,240
4.7%

$210,000
5.9%

$23,088
0.6%

Sources of Revenue  
Tuition, fees, dues   $15,058,334   58.7%
Donations, fundraising,
    sponsorships   $ 6,023,239   23.5%
Saltzman Foundation grants $  2,241,785     8.7%
Other grants   $  1,515,636     5.9%
Advertising & subscriptions $    687,460     2.7%
Investment earnings
    & endowment distributions $       91,857    0.4%
JCF grants   $      54,270     0.2%

 Total Internal Agencies    $25,672,581         100.0%

With JCF & JSHHS  
Tuition, fees, dues   $43,625,895   79.5%
Donations, fundraising, 
    sponsorships   $   6,185,773     11.3%
Saltzman Foundation grants $   2,241,785     4.1%
Other grants   $   1,665,636     3.0%
Advertising & subscriptions $     687,460      1.3%
Investment earnings
    & endowment distributions $     447,979     0.8%
JCF grants   $       54,270     0.1%

                $ 54,908,798       100.0%

Expenses by Agency/Department
Katz JCC      $ 15,366,627      61.9% 

JFCS       $ 4,725,477      19.0%

Fundraising      $   1,265,223       5.1%

JFED administration     $   1,158,264       4.7%

Aleph       $   896,400       3.6%

JCV       $    724,308       2.9%

JCRC       $   430,204        1.7%

DJE       $   266,660        1.1%

Total Internal Agencies     $24,833,163   100.0%

With JCF & JSHHS  
JSHHS       $ 29,441,613    53.6% 
Katz JCC       $ 15,366,627     28.0%
JFCS        $ 4,725,477       8.6%
Fundraising       $ 1,265,223        2.3%
JFED administration     $ 1,158,264        2.1%
Aleph        $   896,400        1.6%
JCV        $   724,308        1.3%
JCF       $   634,022        1.2%
JCRC        $   430,204       0.8%
DJE        $   266,660       0.5%

       $54,908,798   100.0%
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The Jewish Federation of Southern New Jersey thanks our dedicated volunteers, 
committed leaders, generous donors, and corporate sponsors who touch, change, 

and save lives each and every day. 

Your support cares for those in need, builds a stronger, more vibrant Jewish community, 
and ensures our connection to the people of Israel and Jews around the world. On behalf 

of our agencies and the members of our community whose lives you have touched, thank you.



Administration 

Aleph Home Care

Education, Engagement & Planning

Finance

Human Resources 

Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC)

Jewish Community Voice (JCV)

Jewish Senior Housing and Healthcare Service (JSHHS)

Katz Jewish Community Center (JCC)

Samost Jewish Family & Children’s Service (JFCS)

Jewish Community Foundation, Inc. (JCF)

Jewish Community Properties (JCP)

Raymond & Gertrude R. Saltzman Foundation

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)

The Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI)

The Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA)

World ORT

Departments

Agencies

Supporting & Affiliated Organizations

National & Overseas Partners
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We are building the future with our hearts and with our hands. 

We are building shelter for those in need.

We are building community our souls to feed. 

We are building a homeland so all can be free. 
We are building for you & me.

Jewish Women’s Foundation

JFund & Funds Development

Mobile ReSale Boutique

Women’s Philanthropy

Young Adult Division (YAD)

“We Are Building” by Jay Rapoport, copyright Maxfun Music 2014
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Iris Morrow Snyder 

Janine Sobel, M.D.
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   Controller
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Lana Sudakova, Bookkeeper 
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   Database Manager 

Tonia Harmon Lloyd
   Human Resources Director

Marie Liautaud, HR Assistant 
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   Human Resources Coordinator 

Finance

Deena Sherman, Director
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Jennifer Goodman, Office Assistant 

Joyce Carlino, Office Manager 
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   Director of Mobile ReSale Boutique 
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   Director of Information Technology 
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Operations

Ronit Boyd, Director

Michelle Nussbaum
   PJ Library & Early Childhood
   Coordinator

Jacqueline Sutnick
   Administrative Assistant 

Lauren Williams
   Jewish Family Engagement    
   Programmer

Education,
Engagement & Planning

Karen Bray, Director

Joni Brennan, Graphic Designer &    
   Website Administrator

Mathew Passy
   Social Media & Web Designer

Marketing
& Communications
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Our Federation Family of Agencies

AND OUR FAMILY OF AGENCIES

Katz Jewish Community Center (JCC)
Promotes and enriches Jewish culture, heritage, values, and lives by 
providing outstanding educational, social, and health and wellness 
programs and experiences for our community.
katzjcc.org

Samost Jewish Family & Children’s Service (JFCS) 
Brings help and hope to those in need through a comprehensive array of 
social services – services for seniors and individuals with special needs and 
their families, counseling, family assistance, and food pantries.   
jfcssnj.org

Jewish Senior Housing and Healthcare Service (JSHHS)
Provides the benefits of quality housing and compassionate healthcare 
services to senior residents and their families.
jshhs.org

Jewish Community Voice (JCV)
Informs and educates the Southern New Jersey community about 
events locally, in Israel, and around the world.  
jewishvoicesnj.org

Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC)
The voice of the Jewish Federation of Southern New Jersey on issues
of public policy, social advocacy, and community outreach.  
jcrcsnj.org   

Jewish Community Foundation, Inc. (JCF)
The planned giving and endowment arm of the Jewish Federation
of Southern New Jersey.
jcfsnj.org

Jewish Community Properties (JCP)  
Acquires, owns, operates, and manages real estate on behalf of the 
Jewish Federation of Southern New Jersey. 

856.751.9500   |  jewishsouthjersey.org

Main Office 
1301 Springdale Road, Suite 200

Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

Jewish Federation Annex
1721 Springdale Road
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003


