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TRAGEDY BRINGS COMMUNITY TOGETHER:  
FIRES ON MAUI AND HAWAI‘I ISLAND

The tragic fires on Maui and Hawai‘i Island sparked sympathy from all over the world. People and founda�ons 
contacted JCS wan�ng to donate their money or �me to the Maui community at large, and the Jewish 
community specifically. Only 2 days passed before The Harry and Jeane�e Weinberg Founda�on sent us 
$100,000 to directly help those who lost their homes and businesses. The Jewish Federa�on of North America 
immediately raised more than double that for the Maui Jewish community, and for Maui nonprofit groups 
helping on the ground. And although not as widespread in the news, JCS reached out to the Hawaiʻi Island 
Jewish congrega�ons to see If they needed support.

JCS immediately turned to the Maui Jewish congrega�ons for guidance in dispersing the funds. We partnered 
with:

• Maui Kosher Farm
• Jewish Congrega�on of Maui
• Chabad of Maui
• Maui Jewish Ohana

JCS is doing what we have done for 25 years - case management, financial assistance, and crisis interven�on. 
As of this wri�ng,  

▶     JCS has assisted about 40 individuals and families with $19,000 in rental assistance, and gi�   
 cards for essen�al supplies and food
▶     Our JCS case management intern from UH School of Social Work is busy contac�ng survivors to   

  assess their con�nuing needs,
▶     JCS con�nues to be a central contact for those unaffiliated with any Jewish organiza�on 
▶ In total, $114,000, so far, has been directly given to those impacted by the fires

Please contact us if you could use support. 808-258-7121

JCS MEETS WITH MAUI ASSISTANCE PARTNERS

Mimi Lind, Jewish Community
Services of Hawaii

Johnathan Schrag, Jewish Federa�on 
of North America

Rabbi Mendel Zirkind,
Maui Kosher Farm

Rabbi Mendy Krasnjansky
Chabad of Maui

Elana Broitman, Jewish Federa�on of 
North America

Ed Finkel, Jewish Federa�on of
North America

Rabbi Ranaan Mallek,
Jewish Congrega�on of Maui

Ellyn Mor�mer,
Maui Jewish Ohana

Kalo Yujuico, Jewish Congrega�on
of Maui
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE:
JCS EXPANDING THROUGHOUT HAWAI’I 

Thanks to The Harry and Jeane�e Weinberg Founda�on, JCS was awarded a 
three-year grant to take a giant step in expanding our reach and impact. It is 
a stunning vote of confidence in JCS and provides an even stronger safety 
net for the Jewish community of Hawai‘i. 

Marisa Hayase, managing director of Hawai‘i programs and communica�ons 
at The Weinberg Founda�on, adds, “The Founda�on is proud to partner with JCS to grow its direct services 
and promote thriving Jewish communi�es in Hawaii. JCS’ expansion is happening at an important �me of 
increased need for mental health resources, food security, housing and other crucial services that keep us 
healthy and whole during challenging �mes. As Hawaii’s only Jewish nonprofit organiza�on with a core mission 
of providing services to those in need, JCS has a vital role to play in strengthening our islands. It is also 
wonderful to see JCS expand its role in fostering connec�ons within the Jewish community, cul�va�ng vibrant 
spaces in Hawaii for the diverse range of people that iden�fy as Jewish.”  

The grant will supplement the emergency funds, already provided by JCS, for basic needs such as rent, food, 
medical care, counseling and other urgent needs.

Much of the grant, however, will pay for addi�onal case management staff based on Maui, Kauai, East Hawai‘i 
Island and West Hawai‘i Island. The Oahu case manager will work full �me, a significant improvement over the 
part-�me staff who have struggled to keep up with increasing demands. A part-�me therapist will also be hired 
for addi�onal mental health care. 

Because of The Weinberg Founda�on grant, JCS will also be be�er posi�oned to support statewide community 
collabora�ons that decrease social isola�on, fight an�-Jewish hate and encourage a thriving Jewish 
community. We are excited to partner with all of the statewide Jewish communi�es in this effort. Exci�ng 
�mes at JCS!

JCS SUPPORT GROUPS AND COUNSELING
JCS can offer individual counseling and support groups for various life experiences such as grief,  
in�mate partner violence, and crisis interven�on. Groups are facilitated by a licensed mental health 
clinician and are not religiously based. Groups start when at least three people show interest in a 
specific life experience and usually run 6 – 12 weeks. All groups are free of charge. For more 
Informa�on, please contact 808-258-7121 or admin@jcs-hi.org. All communica�on is strictly 
confiden�al.



JCS AND JCRB ADDRESS ANTISEMITISM WITH THE ADL

Being a parent can feel isola�ng, especially when you live on an island. In 
response, we started a group called Oahu Keiki Havurah where Jewish 
parents and children (0 to 10 years old) can meet each other for 
playdates and ac�vi�es. 

For Ashley Cameron, co-founding Oahu Keiki Havurah was a full-circle 
moment:

“I wanted to give back while also helping others who might’ve just moved 
here or are looking for community,” she says. “I’ve benefited from a 
variety of Jewish groups in many ci�es that I’ve lived in, and I wanted to 
create that sense of community with other families who might be looking 
for the same thing.”   

Parent volunteers organize each get-together. Recent events included dying challah covers and pain�ng 
menorahs. A popular meet-up was the Passover potluck at Kapiʻolani Park organized by Adva Yacobovich and 
Leah Kaplan, which included songs and matzah house making. For Rosh Hashana we will join with the Jewish 
Community of Hawaii Facebook group, also founded by Leah Kaplan, to organize Rosh Hashana in the Park. 
This has become an annual event that started during Covid and has seen approximately 50 a�endees each year 
from all age groups. This year's park event will have a cra� ac�vity for children led by Jewy Hui, the Jewish 
young adult havurah, and a community-wide potluck. 

“We are grateful to JCS of Hawaii for their support in organizing, marke�ng and helping us create this 
community. The great turnout at our events just shows that there are many families who also want this kind of 
connec�on outside of religious organiza�ons,” says co-founder Leah Kaplan. 

All families with young children are welcome! Join by filling out the form at the link below: h�ps://�nyurl.com/
3F8RRYH2
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OAHU KEIKI HAVURAH CONNECTS JEWISH FAMILIES

JCS was grateful to be contacted by the An�-Defama�on League Central Pacific 
regional office during their Hawaii visit to learn more about how they can help 
address hate crimes in Hawaii. Regional Director Teresa Drenick and Policy Director 
Kendall Kosai visited Hawaii to meet with various leaders in the Jewish community 
and local poli�cal officials to talk about Holocaust educa�on in the schools, and met 
with both the FBI and police chief to bring awareness about an�semi�sm and hate 
crimes in general. 

Together with the Jewish Community Rela�ons Board (JCRB) co-presidents, Ma� Gorodenchik and Paul Gracie, we 
brainstormed ways that our partnership can address an�semi�c incidents in Hawaii. We specifically want to ensure that 
vic�ms’ needs are met, that the community is made aware of incidents and that we engage local poli�cians to work on 
interven�on and preven�on. JCS and JCRB will ask for input in crea�ng a protocol that works for the various Hawaii 
Jewish organiza�ons and synagogues — so that we are all on the same page about who is alerted and how interven�on 
happens, in a consistent way. It takes a village, and no one should feel alone when they feel vic�mized. 

If you want to report an incident of an�semi�sm, please contact JCS at 808-258-7121 so that we can work with the JCRB 
to help you navigate the experience. The ADL keeps careful tabs here: www.adl.org/report-incident.

By Ashley Cameron and Leah Kaplan 



“Lyn Zukerkorn and I knew that when the Hawaii chapter of the Jewish Federa�on closed in 1998, that was also the end of the social services they 

provided. We invited the leaders of the Jewish organiza�ons exis�ng at that �me to meet with us. The outcome was the crea�on of Jewish 

Community Services. We could not have imagined where we are now: s�ll providing for Jews in need but expanding to support crea�vity and 

connec�ons for Jews of all ages, to enrich and strengthen Jewish life across the islands.”

— Judy Goldman, co-founder and current board member of JCS of Hawaii

A fes�ve celebra�on of our 25th anniversary was held on August 27 at the Pacific Club, a�ended by over 130 supporters from throughout the state. Governor Josh Green had to cancel at the last minute because of the Lahaina tragedy, 
but he sent a live recording congratula�ng JCS on 25 years and acknowledging our work. It was a busy night! The Lucky Draw brought in prizes from local businesses including miles from Hawaiian Airlines and a two-night stay at the Kona 
Outrigger Resort and Spa. We listened to local entertainment by the Sherele klezmer band of Hawaii, singer Teri Garrison and comedian Billy Sage, who all donated their �me and performance. 

Most important, we honored our founders Lyn Zukerkorn and Judy Goldman. Judy delivered a beau�ful speech about the origins of JCS and how important it was to con�nue serving those 
in need. Lyn was unable to make it to the event, but her beau�ful photo and spirit filled the room, and Alice Tucker (board member from the start) read her touching comments out loud. 

Thanks to Janie and Mark Davis, Howard Merl and an anonymous donor, who served as event sponsors, we were able to raise needed funds at this cri�cal �me in our growth.
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JCS Founder - Lyn Zukerkorn JCS Founder - Judy Goldman

JCS Board of Directors 2023

CELEBRATING OUR FOUNDERS AT OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

WWW.jcs-hi.org  CHECK IT OUT! 

Community directory — Where is the Reform synagogue on 
Maui? Conserva�ve shul in Honolulu? Chabad on Kauai? 

Jewish life in Hawaii — Where are the bagels? Where is the 
klezmer band? 

Calendar — Where can I do Israeli dancing? A movie with the 
movie club? A Jewish book club?  

Help from JCS — I am in crisis, where do I call? How can I meet 
people? I am a newcomer — where do I start? 

 We want to hear from you if you 
a�ended or didn’t.
Please go to this link….
h�p://�nyurl.com/JCS-DinnerSurvey



By Josh Michaels

Jewy Hui is celebra�ng our first (lucky) 18 months together and 
excited to be partnering even more closely with JCS. We are a dynamic 
group of young Jewish post-college professionals, ranging from ages 22 
to 40, and first came together two Purims ago for a JCS-sponsored 
party in Waikiki. Since then we have grown to almost 200 people and 
have celebrated all the major holidays, completed impac�ul 
community service projects, hosted Shabbat potlucks (a.k.a. 
“Shabbatlucks”) all around Oahu, and much, much more.

We are a welcoming, pluralis�c and enthusias�c group, and 
new members are always welcome. If you are interested in 
joining, please email JewyHui@gmail.com. 

Shanah Tovah!
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS

JEWY HUI - A GROUP FOR AGES 22-40

◆ Socializing with isolated seniors
◆ Food delivery from food banks to those  
 in need
◆  Day of event help (e.g., keiki events, our  
 annual  gala, etc.)

◆  Emergency non-medical caregiving   
 and/or cleaning
◆  Teaching basic technology (e.g., Zoom,  
 email)
◆        Unique volunteer experiences

Interested? Contact us at admin@jcs-hi.org to see if this is the right mitzvah for you. Thank you!

Throughout September you have the opportunity to donate (up to 
$249) to JCS at any Foodland using your Maika'i Card when you 
check out. No Maika'i card? You can get one at the register at check 
out. It gets be�er – Foodland has a MATCHING program, so your 
dona�on goes even further. Thank you to Foodland and YOU!

Our code: 77215 - Email or Call JCS to let us know!

SUPPORT JCS WHILE YOU SHOP



It’s the High Holidays, and it is the �me we ask for your support for the parts 
of our opera�ons that are not 100% grant funded: our case management 
services on Oahu; support groups; ac�vi�es that provide community for young 
families, teens and isolated seniors; and the consulta�ons to those just 
needing a one-�me helping hand. You can send us a dona�on in any of these 
ways:

1. Use the enclosed envelope to send us your dona�on.

2. Website dona�on page:  h�ps://www.jcs-hi.org/how-to-help/dona�ons
3. Send a check: JCS of Hawaii     
      PO Box 235805                         
    Honolulu HI 96823

4. Call us at 808-258-7121 for help.
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WHY NOT START THE NEW YEAR WITH A DONATION?

ONCE AGAIN, JCS AND THE SINGER CAMP 
SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT HAWAI‘I KIDS

A note from Sasha: 

“It (was) so cool to be at a place (Camp Tavor) where there 
are other Jews my age, since I have never lived in a place 
with a large Jewish popula�on. I truly had the �me of my 
life at camp this summer, and I am so grateful I was able to 
go, thanks to the scholarship.”

Check out the Community Calendar
To see what’s happening in the
Hawai‘i Jewish Community

www.jcs-hi.org/community-calendar



Contact us!
www.jcs-hi.org
Phone: (808) 258-7121

Email: admin@jcs-hi.org
PO Box 235805 Honolulu, HI 96823
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Steven Gu�man, President
Robert Nehmad, Vice President

Mark Fridovich, Treasurer
Sara Izen, Secretary

Sue Brown
Brian Field

Lorraine Gershun
Judith Goldman
Peter Grossman
Richard Kersten
Jackie Mild Lau

Judy Lind
Eve Shere
Bob Sigall

Sara Silverman
Alice Tucker

Aviela Weltman
Ari Wong

Win an Amazon gi� card!
We are a small staff, and no ma�er how many people proofread this newsle�er, 
there are always more mistakes. Find the MOST mistakes in this edi�on and win 
a prize! Send your list to admin@jcs-hi.org!

Working to keep the Hawaii 
Jewish community safe, healthy 
and connected!

Jewish Community Services of Hawaii
PO Box 235805 Honolulu, HI 96823




