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INTRODUCTION 
Jewish Community Services and the Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation have determined that a 

Needs Assessment Study needs to be performed to get a clear understanding of the current needs and 

priorities of our members. This is particularly important since our demographics have changed and the 

world population is adjusting to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Jewish Community Services organization has volunteered to undertake a Community Mapping 

exercise to develop preliminary data to be used by a consultant as the basis for their study.   

It was determined that there are seventeen entities (congregations and organizations) in Hawaii which 

have stakeholder status in our Community.   Each of those stakeholders was contacted and all agreed to 

participate in the community mapping exercise.  

Telephone interviews were held between October 14 and November 5 and the information gathered 

through each interview is available in APPENDIX A.   

 

FINDINGS 

JEWISH POPULATION IN HAWAII 

The estimated Jewish communal population is in the 8,000 – 10,000 range, based on the 2010 Decennial 

U.S. Census that identified 8,000 Jews in Hawai`i (Appendix B).   However, it was determined that more 

recent data was available from the Jewish Virtual Library project of the American-Israeli Cooperative 

Enterprise (AICE) showing that the Jewish population in the USA in 2020 was 7,153,065 and in Hawaii it 

was 7100 individuals (APPENDIX C). 

Although the data from 2010 and 2020 were compiled by different organizations, it is assumed that both 

entities have performed a reliable study and data collection, making any adjustments (or calibration) 

unnecessary.  

Based on the latest information 0.5 % of the State of Hawaii population is Jewish.  There are eighteen 

States having a lower percentage.  In 2010 0.6% percent of the population in Hawaii was Jewish and 

twenty-one states had a lower percentage than Hawaii. 
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In 2020 the Jewish population in the US represented 2.2% of the total population.  In 2010, 2.1% of the 

population was Jewish.  This demonstrates that in the United States the Jewish population is growing in 

absolute as well as a percentage of the total population.  However, in Hawaii their numbers have been 

decreasing. 

 

MEMBERSHIP DATA 

Membership data collected through the seventeen interviews has been catalogued and analyzed in Table 

1.  It should be noted that the membership numbers from the congregations are based on different 

definitions.  Most congregations define memberships as membership units (the unit may be an 

individual, a couple or a family).  Therefore, we determined the number of their members by multiplying 

the units by the average number of individuals per households in Hawaii (3.42/household).  The 

Orthodox Congregations define any individual with whom they have made contact and collected any 

type of contact information as a member.   

Membership information from the organizations were not considered to have a direct impact on the 

number of Jewish people in the State with the exception of Hillel (student organization) since HILLEL 

members are usually less likely to be members of any local Congregation.  Most of the organizations 

have members who have already been accounted for as members of Congregations.   The only 

exception to this assumption is the membership of JCS.  By definition JCS supports all Jewish people in 

the State (including visitors) and therefore based on the 2020 data, we will consider the total number of 

community members who may benefit from the services provided by the organization to be 7100 

people. 

It is a fact that some individuals belong to more than one Congregation.  Some Hawaii residents may 

have lived in other states (or Countries) and they continue to maintain a relationship and/or financial 

support with their current as well as former Congregation.  Others may be eager to support more than 

one Congregation.  Nevertheless, it was determined that making any type of adjustment to remove 

duplicate counts was not feasible since none of the Congregations was able to provide factual data 

addressing this issue.   

It can be observed in TABLE 1 that the writer of this report has calculated the number of affiliated Jewish 

people to be 4,306.  Therefore, the number of unaffiliated Jewish people is 2,794 (about 39%).   This 

calculation is based on a basic formula and it is only meant to describe the writer’s perception.  It is 

hoped that the consultant developing the Needs Assessment will have the ability to obtain more precise 

data.  It was also determined that approximately 28% of the affiliated Jewish people in Hawaii are 

considered active participants in their Congregations.  
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 TABLE 1

ISLAND CONGREGATION

MEMBER 

UNITS MEMBERS Active

MAILING 

LIST

EMAIL 

LIST Facebook

Hawaii Ahava Aina 60 30 N.A. 800 1100

Hawaii Chabad Jewish Center of the Big Island 375 125 N.A. 500

Hawaii Kona Beth Shalom 36 30 N.A. 840

Hawaii Subtotal 96 375 185 2140 1100

Kauai Chabad Kauai 355 35 250 650

Kauai Kauai Jewish Community 45 10 N.A. 200

Kauai Subtotal 45 355 45 250 850

Maui Chabad of Maui            700 1
600 N.A. 700

Maui Jewish Congregation of Maui 43 4 N.A. 512

Maui Subtotal 43 700 604 1212

Oahu Aloha Jewish Chapel 40 25 N.A.

Oahu Chabad of Hawaii 650 150 1500 5000

Oahu Oahu Jewish Ohana 93 44 93 240

Oahu Sof Ma'arav 108 98 108 160

Oahu Temple Emanu El 220 50 220 800

Oahu Subtotal 461 650 367 1921 6200

Total from Congregations 645 2080 1201 2171 10402

-------------------------------------------- ----------- ----------- --------------------- ------- --------

ORGANIZATION

Oahu Hadassah 168 30 176

(Mail & 

email)

Oahu Hawaii Jewish Seniors  43 43 60

Oahu Hillel at the University of Hawaii 20 10 320

Oahu Jewish Community Relations Board 8 7 60

Oahu Jewish Community Services 7100    86 2 490 308

Members
Non Orthodox 3 2206

Orthodox 2080

HILLEL 20

--------------

Affiliated 4306
 

Unaffiliated 2794

(1)Adjusted since by definition number of members must be no larger than their contact list

(2)Number of new/reopened Clients Served in the previous 12 months (Oct 2019 - Sep 2020)

(3) Using Average Household size in HI: 3.42 individuals/household
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

NEEDS and PRIORITIES  

Based on the responses from individuals representing a Congregation or Organization, we can describe 

a high-level overview of their priorities/needs as being fairly similar.  This is across different types of 

Congregations and geographies.   

The common threads were: Services, Life Cycle Events, Community Engagement – Socialization, Torah 

Study, Jewish Education (child and adult).     

Another finding was the realization that everyone described their priorities based on their current 

resources.  The responses were pragmatic, only a Congregation having a full time Rabbi stated that the 

congregation deemed a priority to have a full time Rabbi.  It is assumed that the members of all 

congregations would like to have a Rabbi to meet individual member needs (bereavement, counseling, 

Bar/Bat Mitzva education) if they have sufficient resources. The needs assessment survey should include 

questions to elicit responses addressing their aspirations if they have a larger budget or even if money 

was no object (visionary goals). 

There were multiple responses suggesting the pooling of resources to obtain a final product or service 

offering a benefit to a larger audience (lower cost/benefit ratio).  For example the establishment of a 

Burial Fund for indigent Jewish people or web based training with students residing in multiple islands.    

Once a detailed needs assessment is completed, it may be useful to plan for the development of one or 

two statewide programs addressing two separate tracks (Orthodox and traditional) which may be 

implemented throughout the islands. 

The size of the unaffiliated Jewish population was determined in a perfunctory manner and a more 

sophisticated attempt (possibly through sampling techniques) should be performed to obtain more 

accurate data. 

CONCLUSIONS 

This report provides information addressing the need to learn more about seventeen Jewish Communal  

Organizations and the people they serve. 

The responses received from the key informant for each entity are included in Appendix A.  They could 

serve as an overview and broad scope of the area to be analyzed.  It is expected that all of these 

organizations will be willing to provide more detailed information to the consultant hired to develop a 

Needs Assessment.  Although it is unlikely that any of the Congregations will be willing to provide 

contact information about their members, it should be possible to have their members opt-in to complete 

a survey through a designated secure website.  Gathering information from unaffiliated individuals will 

be challenging but it is hoped that a resourceful expert will develop an innovative plan to obtain this 

data.  
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APPENDIX  A   

 

CONGREGATION: Ahava Aina  

CONTACT: Rabbi Rachel Short    DATE: Oct 23, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: Currently not doing 
memberships meetings. Congregation has 60 members 
  

o Active: 30  
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 30 sporadic 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: Unknown 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: 150 total 90 are unaffiliated (three events) 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): Email 800. (1100 facebook). No 
printed mailings.  

 

o Known member priorities: first COMMUNITY engaging with one another, 
TRADITION, SPIRITUALITY 
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
through conversation. Have done some surveys through email 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: just today got a call (low end 150 – 200) On average gets 1- 2 
calls a week from individuals not aware that Ahava Aina exists.  

 

o Organization Partners?  Links?  Really active with Interfaith Communities in 
Action Alliance (Big Island). With local restaurant does coffee talks and Passover.  
Also a few events with the County of Hawaii.  
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 

Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: just Rabbi 
  

b. Job titles: Rabbi 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers:  everyone is volunteer. Treasurer and Accountant are 
volunteers 

 

d. Number of Board members: five (usually six - Secretary just resigned) 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: monthly meetings 
 

f. Number of Committees:  
 

i. Descriptions: Finance, Events Management.  
 

g. Board governance:  
 

i. Terms: No term limits 
 

ii. Expectations:  attendance to Board meetings, donations in addition to the 
yearly dues. Just flat fee.  Congregation has scholarships for people that 
have financial constraints.  
 

iii. Average length of service: most are original members (4 – 5 years). Will 
be replacing secretary.  

 

 
COMMENTS: they are a very small congregation with no physical location.  Looking to find out 
through the needs assessment how congregations can help each other.  
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CONGREGATION: Chabad Jewish Center of the Big Island (Kailua-Kona)   

CONTACT: Rabbi Levi Gerlitzky   DATE: October 26, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: Chabad does not 
charge membership.   Estimated on the list 1000 individuals. 
  

o Active: 125  
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 250 (Not included Tourists - One time participation: 250)  
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: Kona Beth Shalom many 
Also a few from Ahava Aina (Hilo). 100 – 150 (25%) 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: (the 250 tourists to one event are unaffiliated). 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): email 500 names weekly basis.  
(generally from Big Island).  No printed mail. 

 

o Known member priorities: 1st people want Shabbat and holiday services and 
meals 2nd life cycle events 3rd Events for the Jewish community (fair, paint night, 
barbeque). 4th Torah Study (classes, speaker series). Desire to have a 
Synagogue/Jewish Center. 
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
feedback from participants. General conversation.  

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: 500 not involved. 

 

o Organization Partners? Links? A few events jointly with other Chabad 
Congregations. A few neutral events (Acting Consul of Israel with Kona Beth 
Shalom).    
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 

Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: two Rabbi & wife,   
  

b. Job titles: Rabbi, Director (pre-school). 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: No, but has volunteers which are not consistent and 
only for a specific project. 

 

d. Number of Board members: 3 members 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: Six per year. Two meetings before high holidays, then 
additional four meetings 

 

 
f. Number of Committees: None 

 
i. Descriptions: N.A.  

 
g. Board governance:  

 
i. Terms: perpetual until there is a change.   Plan to expand the Board once 

they start working on a Synagogue building. 
 

ii. Expectations: None  
 

iii. Average length of service: three years.  
 

COMMENTS:  He is Rabbi Itchel Krasnjansky’s son in law.  In 2009 established this 
Congregation.   Has plans to build a Synagogue and a location has been selected and the land 
has been purchased.  Currently has outdoor area where they do services during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Mikvah being built and architect selected.  Would be helpful if they had more steady 
(consistent) financial support or funding for a specific task or program so they can do better 
planning.  
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CONGREGATION: Kona Beth Shalom   CONTACT: Vic Greenspan   

DATE: October 27, 2020 Established between late 1970’s and 1982 

 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 

 
o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: 36 units (24 families, 

12 singles). 
  

o Active: before pandemic 30 attended monthly service.  For Torah Study had 12 
Board of Trustees and another 12.   Biggest hurdle long distances to Waikoloa 
took 1-hour from South Kona.  Now Virtual with participation from Virgin Islands, 
Mexico.  Virtual 20 – 30 some connect with picture, but many Facebook 
connections.  High Holidays all members attended 50. Special Hannukah party in 
2019 had over 50.   That gives the handle on how many snowbirds brought 
talent.    

 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 6  
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: maybe five or six. 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events:  attend regular services about 6, High 
Holidays 20 - 30 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): 840 email.  634 subscribers 
(confirming receipt and opening emails).  

 

o Known member priorities: top priority: available services (always monthly), Torah 
Study in conjunction with candle lighting.   Rabbi from Oahu Daniel Lev has 
performed some services (last 3 -4 years).  Their Torah found in Prague on loan 
in perpetuity (since 1984).  There is a connection, during Itzkhor services they 
name the individuals from the European Congregation (some descendants are in 
Australia and Canada).  Have a cemetery in Hilo (Jewish section in Homelani 
Cemetery).   Has a teacher for Bar Mitzvah.        
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
subjective based on what they do; and everybody gets involved. 
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o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: believes in the hundreds.  

 

o Organization Partners? Links?  Does some services with Chabad Rabbi, when 
the Attache from Israel visited in 2017   
 

2 Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: Two P/T  
  

b. Job titles: Rabbi, Teacher (stipend) 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: One - Treasurer  
 

d. Number of Board members: thirteen 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: monthly  
 

f. Number of Committees: varies 
 

i. Descriptions: Facilities, Education (Trina), Zoom arranger, 
Cemetery, Tikum Olam (support of the food basket), spontaneous 
establishment of a committee as needed.  

  
g. Board governance:  

 
i. Terms: 3-year terms (attempt to stagger) 

 
ii. Expectations: Board participation as well as in all events (services) 

 
iii. average length of service: some close to 3 years.  Assume 15 – 20 

years. 
 

 
COMMENTS:  None 
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CONGREGATION: Chabad of Kauai   

CONTACT: Rabbi Michoel Goldman   DATE: October 29, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: they do not charge 
dues.  Chabad consists of 4 demographics.  People the Rabbi knows personally: 
local year-round over 300, second home owners 25, people with time shares 30, 
and tourists at least 200.   
  

o Active:  30 – 40 core and committed members 
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: about 500. For example during Hannukah had 100, High 
Holidays another 100, had an event for HS graduates - barbeque 40.  

 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: most second home 
owners are not affiliated with mainland.   About 15 people also belong to JCK 
(Jewish Community of Kauai) including some Board members.  Approximately 
ten additional members belong to other Congregations. 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: almost every big event see new faces 
(unknowns).  Yearly from local Community 25 and tourists about 50. 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): collects names of every Jew.  
Tourists, Locals, all.  CRM from Chabad 650 names.  Some may be non-Jews. 
(media person).  No solicitation through mail, once in a while postcard (to 
announce Holocaust speaker).  Mail (post office) about 250.  This Congregation 
is the only affiliate of Jewish Learning Institute.  Wife does Hebrew,  Judaism, 
and courses with major ideas that have Universal Values.  Holds courses lasting 
six weeks.  Sessions are 1.5 hours/week.   
 

o Known member priorities:  over all, serving community biggest need is education 
(that is why he is focusing on Jewish Learning Institute, considered scholar in 
residence,.2nd social get together (elderly no spouse) and now with Covid-19 
younger participants.  Young professional social get-together 20 – 40 year. For 
large scale events, most people feel a need for a Center.  Had rented school 
facility or hotel (now renting a 1500 sq ft space).  It is not sufficient, needs 
property in a building they can call a Jewish Space.  When they rented 
previously, hippies moved next door.  Believes whole community will come if they 
have a communal space.  Would like to own some land and have a garden.  In 
regards to money, needs to engage every Jew in the island since physical 
distance makes it impossible to bring others. Considered bringing Chabad 
couples.   
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o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
subjective based on the perception of the Rabbi 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: people say there are definitely several 600- 800 unaffiliated. 

 

o Organization Partners? Links? Tried one event with JCK.  Now working 
w/American Heart Association (from CA) on a CPR training session.   With 
Surfrider Foundation did a beach clean-up, delivered food addressing the impact 
of the landslides.  When he arrived on a vacation, realized that there was no 
Chabad, lived for a few months, With JCK looked for common grounds and 
suggested they do something cultural tried Purim party, he would read the 
Megillah, also asked about a joint Passover seder, but they did not agree.  An 
asset is his personal connection with people in the community.      

 

2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: One  
  

b. Job titles: Rabbi  
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: Spouse teaches online and does food 
preparation,  

 

d. Number of Board members: Three on the Board which needs to be 
expanded.  

 

e. Meeting Frequency: quarterly. 
 

f. Number of Committees: None 
 

i. Descriptions: N.A. 
 

g. Board governance:  
 

i. Terms: to be defined. 
 

ii. Expectations: participate I the board meetings.  According to the 
vision.  Ensure that everything is done legally.   

 
iii. average length of service: 10 years 
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COMMENTS: visited in 2006 and had a Congregation but it did not work out and left after two 
years.  Returned in 2009 and found the right people to set up this Congregation.  Bottom line 
for Kauai is the only Jewish Organization that has a full-time staff for the Kauai people. If 
anyone wants to invest in Kauai in the most powerful force for change on Jewish life in Hawaii.  
It would be a good legacy for Weinberg Foundation to have a Weinberg building in Kauai.  He 
welcomes a meeting to determine how they could engage in meaningful discussion.  If they 
have suggestions, he is willing to consider ideas on how to reach the community.  
 
He then added: I forgot to mention about the establishment of the Kauai Jewish Cemetery 

which is a separate non-profit we established on Kauai and I manage. 

It wasn't in any of the questions, so it didn't come up, but it is worthwhile discussing or 

including this in the assessment.  Why? Because one of our priorities is providing Jewish 

Burial to every Jew in Hawaii including those who cannot afford it. 

We have in fact buried Jews from Kauai and from Big Island who couldn't afford the full cost of 

a burial. 

We have a special fund for the burial of indigent Jews. This is something someone studying 

Jewish life or community in Hawaii ought to know about. 
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CONGREGATION: Jewish Community of Kauai   

CONTACT: Jeff Tucker, Former VP   DATE: October 14, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: 45 members (some 
singles and some families) 
   

o Active: 10  
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 35  
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: None that we know have 
memberships in other Hawaii Congregations. A few (Treasurer has membership 
in MD Congregation).  Probably 5 members maintain membership in their 
previous mainland Congregations  
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: For Shabbat services 2-3, High Holidays as 
many as fifty. 

 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): about 200 
 

o Known member priorities: Primary: to attend services at High Holidays, Second: 
a place for the community to congregate for Shabbat. Third: other Holidays 
(Hannukah, Sukkot). 
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
Subjective, has done this for better over fifteen.   

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals. This relates to the understanding that large percentage of 
Spanish and Portuguese residents have Qs about former practices (believe 
descendants of Jewish families) recently there were at least two individuals who 
contacted Rabbi Kvidt.  In Kauai there are 500 – 1000 Jewish people most 
spread across the island. Knows two Drs who were founding members of the 
Kauai Jewish Community but do not participate in any Jewish events nor are they 
members of this Congregation.  
If you want to Practice Judaism you do not move to HAWAII and certainly not 
Kauai!  
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o Organization Partners? Links? Temple Emanu El – (joined some of their remote 
services due to COVID-19). This was never done before. Possible because 
Jewish Community of Kauai joined URJ two years ago.  It is conceivable but not 
likely that they will try to form other partnerships. 
 

2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff:  NONE 
 

b. Job titles: N.A. 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers Only Board members. (Has had volunteers for special 
request or scenarios).  

 

d. Number of Board members: eight.  Active only 2 and three a little, other three 
never (nebbishes) 

 

e. Meeting Frequency: Pre-COVID, 4th Tuesday of every month.  Now calls or 
email. 

 

f. Number of Committees:  NONE 
 

i. Descriptions: N.A. 
 

g. Board governance:  BY-Laws  
 

i. Terms: (undefined)   Elect officers annually.  One person has over 25 
years another (Jeff) over 15. 
 

ii. Expectations: No expectations (only warm – blooded is sufficient).  He 
would change the bylaws, not acceptable to not have made a financial 
pledge if you are on the Board.   
 

iii. Average length of service: A 25 yrs,  B 15 yrs C 5 – 10 yrs, D under  
5 years .  AVG 15 years. 

 

COMMENTS:  
Honestly, does not have anything else to share.  Believes it is more problematic to have a 
viable Congregation in Hawaii.  A Rabbi friend who visited Kauai mentioned that 
Congregations everywhere are having issues.    
 
Looks forward to the Needs Assessment work to be performed by a consultant. 
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CONGREGATION: Chabad of Maui   

CONTACT: Rabbi Mendy Krasnjansky   DATE: October 26, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation. 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: As you know 
Chabad has no membership (tries to help all Jews). About 1000. Previous Rabbi 
thought that there are at least 2000 Jews in Maui.  
  

o Active: 600 (all local)   
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 500 tourists throughout the year.  They provided Kosher food 
to about 100 tourists before COVID-19.  In 2019 for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur had 150.  This year for Hannukah had 40 (previous year had 150). During 
Yeshiva week (January is when Yeshivas have a break) this year they rented a 
room at Wailea hotel and had 100 the first Shabbat and 75 during the second 
Shabbat service. 

 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: there is Jewish 
Community of Maui and believes 100-150 belong to both.  In addition, all 500 
tourists belong to mainland Congregations. 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: 200 – 250 20% - 25%  of them are unaffiliated. 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): 700 email (no hardcopy mail) 
 

o Known member priorities: 1st Jewish life, environment, and education; 2nd Child 
and Adult Education; 3rd Community building.   
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
Deduced from what the Rabbi does, gets feedback from the participants. After 

being questioned about elder needs, he confirmed a few have asked (not a 

significant number). 

  

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: estimated 1500 not connected.  

 

o Organization Partners? Links? Chabad of Maui organized joint event with Jewish 
Community of Maui.   Has done other virtual events with Chabad Congregations 
in other islands.  
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure.  
 

a. Number of paid staff: Two (Rabbi and Spouse)  
  

b. Job titles: Rabbi, Co-Director  
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: None.  Does have volunteers for some events.   
 

d. Number of Board members:  Four  
 

e. Meeting Frequency: Quarterly 
 

 
f. Number of Committees:  Not yet.  Developing an Advisory Board and will set up  

procedures (i.e. Board member selection and terms)  
 

i. Descriptions: NA 
 

g. Board governance:  
 

i. Terms: not set yet. 
 

ii. Expectations: N.A. 
 

iii. average length of service: 2.5 years. 
 

 
COMMENTS:   This Chabad congregation was established in Kihei on Feb 2018. There was a 
previous Congregation with another Rabbi a few years earlier. 
Since arriving 2.5 years ago (without considering COVID-19) appreciates that they have had 
so much to do and received support from the community.  Working to find the funds and then 
look for a permanent home for Chabad and maybe a Pre-school.  He hopes to receive more 
financial assistance.    Jewish Community of Maui just started a Zoom online for kids.  
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CONGREGATION: Jewish Congregation of Maui    

CONTACT: Ellyn Mortimer    DATE: October 29, 2020 

 
1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 

affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: 43 units 
  

o Active: 4 
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 39 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: 30 all mainland 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: parties 120, major Holiday 160, services 
about 8, adult classes 15. Do not have Sunday school due to COVID 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): 512 email only.  
 

o Known member priorities: Community (discover customs/traditions), anecdotal 
hire a Rabbi (almost 2 years), offer lifecycle events (Bar Mitzvah, have kids/youth 
programing including Bar Mizvah and a place of community.   

 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
Literally, has personally discussed most of the questions 
 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: one thousand in Maui.  

  

o Organization Partners?  Links? Had done events with Chabad of Maui some a 
lecture series with Voice for Israel (not a Jewish group).  Also asked if interested 
in having a discussion about the Synagogue shooting in New Zealand.  
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 

Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: 1 Executive Director. Has considered a paid Rabbi. 
  

b. Job titles: Executive Director and in the future the Rabbi 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: 4 lay leaders (for services) and to hold classes 
 

d. Number of Board members: nine 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: monthly 
 

f. Number of Committees: five 
 

i    Descriptions: Development, Finance, Education, Governance, and              
Membership  

 
g. Board governance:  

 
           i.   Terms: Director 1-year, Director at Large 2-years 

 
ii. Expectations: participate on Board meetings, expected to chair or co-chair 

a committee.  
 

    iii. Average length of service: one since founding 20 years.  average 4 years. 
 

 
COMMENTS: Organizations and Synagogues are in danger of not being here (particularly with 
COVID-19). They have taken a $150K business loan to remain open.  
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CONGREGATION: Aloha Jewish Chapel   

CONTACT: Dan Bender,   DATE: Oct 18, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation:  unknown 
 

o Active: All active duty US service men and women (Navy, Air Force, Marines, 
Army, Coast Guard, reserves, DOD employees/contractors, retired military, and 
100% disabled veterans.  After clarification responded 20 – 30 participants (all 
unaffiliated). 

 

o Sporadic/Inactive: unknown 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation:  We encourage all 
participants to join Hawaii Jewish Congregations 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: Most not locally affiliated 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list). USN forbids collection of personal 
information outside of the US Navy system. 
 

o Known member priorities: socialization during shore visits to Honolulu, ability to 
find places to purchase and immediately obtain Kosher/Religious items, links to 
other Jewish resources on the islands.  
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
we provide religious services for up to 50 individuals at each Friday evening 
Shabbat service. Since COVID, we can only service 50% of our capacity. 
 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: Over the past 40 years, the total has been approximately 500 

 

o Organization Partners?  Links?  
Office of the Chaplain, Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hawaii (JBPHH), Hawaii 
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of Paid staff: none  
 

b. Job titles: Jewish Educator, Special Education Advisor 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: Five 
 

d. Number of Board members: (we fall under USN, No Board) 
 

e. Meeting Frequency:  N.A. 
 

f. Number of Committees N.A. 
i. Descriptions 

 
g. Board governance: We ultimately follow the orders of the Chief of Chaplains, 

Pacific Region, USN 
i. Terms: N.A. 

  
ii. Expectations: N.A.  

 
iii. average length of service: N.A.  

 
COMMENTS:  
 
Many of our “members” retain contact through our web page on Facebook “Aloha Jewish 
Chapel.” 
 
Stated that many in our community are retired and held good jobs.  There is a mandated 
distribution of assets that must be made out of the IRA accounts and JCS should have 
guidance (or request contributions) from those disbursements to be made to JCS.   
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CONGREGATION: Chabad of Hawaii  

CONTACT: Pearl Krasnjansky, Vice-President  DATE: November 5, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: they are a non-
membership organization and have 650 members 
  

o Active: 150+ members 
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: up to 500 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: less than a dozen 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: 50% of event participants  
AVG yearly attendance = 250 + 80 +150 +70.  Therefore, the average number of 
yearly unaffiliated participants is 275.  
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): encompasses 5,000 accumulated 
over 30 years, guess in Hawaii approximately 1500. May be duplicated by other 
Chabad Congregations. 

 

o Known member priorities: 1st get closer to God. 2nd practice Judaism, teach 
Judaism to children, Kosher food availability (locals & visitors), 3rd Services,  
4th Holiday activities, and experiences.  
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
Subjective talk and email.  They do not do surveys. 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: from 9000 – 10,000 in Hawaii.  In Oahu 80% of that number.  
When the US Census Data and the AICE report were mentioned,  
Ms. Krasnjansky stated: We are on the ground and these are our estimated 
numbers.   

 

o Organization Partners?  Links? Not for a while. They have previously partnered 
with the other Chabad Congregations.    
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff:  Five  
  

b. Job titles: Rabbi and President, VP and Programming Director, office Manager, 
office Secretary, Maintenance and Kitchen Help  
 

c. Number of staff volunteers:  Lawyer Pro-bono. For events or tasks about a dozen 
volunteers. 

 

d. Number of Board members:  Five 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: as needed  
 

 
f. Number of Committees: considered confidential  

 
i. Descriptions: N.A. 

 
g. Board governance:  

 
i. Terms: until they retire, 

 
ii. Expectations: Help Chabad achieve their goals,  

 
iii. average length of service: 25 years 

 

 
COMMENTS: informant asked what is the purpose of the Community Mapping and was 
informed that during the two Convenings of Jewish Leaders in which she participated, it was 
determined that a Needs Assessment of the Jewish Community was needed.  The Weinberg 
Foundation agreed to fund a study and determined that JCS was in best position to manage 
the project (since it was the organization who has been supporting the community and is highly 
regarded by all).   
Pearl believes that the money could be better spent by giving grants to various Congregations. 
She also was concerned that JCS has been Oahu centric (JCS has not had Board 
representation from neighbor island Congregations since their travel expenses to attend the 
meeting would have been a financial burden).  Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, JCS has 
been doing virtual meetings and we are now considering adding neighbor island representation 
on the JCS Board.  
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CONGREGATION: Oahu Jewish Ohana   CONTACT: Chris Gerson    

DATE: October 23, 2020     

Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of affiliated 

Jewish population by organization/congregation 

 
o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: 93 member units 

  
o Active: 44 

 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 49 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation. Many support others, 7 
mainland congregations, 20 local (Sof Maarav & Temple Emanu El) 
 

o Unaffiliated -participants to events: about 7- 10 / month. Holidays 10 - 20 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list):  hard copy 93, email 240 
 

o Known member priorities: demographics like fellowship, priorities like to meet in 
person.  Recently started new programs book club, movie club.  Connection and 
participation in different events to address the opportunities.  
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
have done surveys and phone campaigns asking what are your priorities?  A 
suggestion was: candle lighting then trivia night. It was successful. 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: hundreds in Oahu.  Maybe over a thousand in Hawaii.  Hillel 
students and military. 

 

o Organization Partners? Links? Has not had any recent events with a partner 
organization. Two years ago, they held a joint event with Sof Maarav.   
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: Two P/T  
 

b. Job titles: Rabbi, Cantor 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: one person not on the Board does the web-site.   
 

d. Number of Board members: eleven 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: monthly 
 

 
f. Number of Committees: three 

 
i. Descriptions: Nomination, Finance, and Community Outreach 

 
g. Board governance:  

 
i. Terms:  Pres and VP one-year, Treasurer, Secretary and at large  

2- year terms.  
 

ii. Expectations: attendance to Board meetings, be part of Community 
Outreach or other Congregation events and programs.  Fiduciary 
duty to spend the $ wisely.  

 

iii. average length of service: 4 – 5 years.  
 

 
COMMENTS:  our standpoint If they had more funds there are more things we could do.  
Rabbinic School not just for one social level group.  Help is needed.  Aging in place so that we 
can remain here.  Figure out a way to meet under distancing rules.  
Has many ideas such as use of vacant space in City & County buildings to held 
services/events. 
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CONGREGATION: Sof Maarav    CONTACT: Sandra Armstrong   

DATE: Oct 26, 2020 

 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: 108 members 
(individuals or family) 
  

o Active: 98 
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 10 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: 16 belong to other Oahu 
congregations, and 9 to mainland congregations.  
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: about 10 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): strictly confidential 108, email 160  
 

o Known member priorities: weekly Saturday AM services 10:00 – 12:00, reading 
Torah, High Holiday and Festival Services, alternate between Torah & Talmud 
Study. Beginner, Intermediate, or Advanced Hebrew classes,  Children classes 
during the Services  (everything that is important to the members is performed) 
D’vor Drash every week, weekly presentations led by leader/member of the 
Congregation. Services all are egalitarian, lay led, and triennial Torah Cycle 
reading.   Oneg, Shabbat 12:00 13:00 (dairy pot-lucks). Shmooze during that 
time.  Many of the founding members agreed to purchase funeral plots at 
Abraham Gardens since they felt it was important to have an area designated for 
Jewish burials. Currently, there are few plots available and an option to purchase 
a contiguous area in the cemetery is due to expire in September of 2021.  There 
are limited funds to exercise the option and there are no funds allocated for 
indigent funerals.  There are 100 plots in Kauai.   
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large):  
Sof Maarav was organized 49 years ago.  The members have established the 

model and have adapted it based on member’s needs and desires at different 

times. 
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o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 

outreach goals: all islands 8000 Oahu 2500.  
 

o Organization Partners? Links? Congregation is a member of  Pacific West 
Region of United Synagogue. Umbrella organization for conservative 
congregations.  Held some joint events or services with Temple Emanu-El and 
some with OJO (Simchat Torah).     
 

2 Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: Two  
  

b. Job titles: Baby Sitter (cares for children during services) and Kitchen Help  
 

c. Number of staff volunteers:  all members are volunteers  
 

d. Number of Board members: 15 officers or Board Members  
 

e. Meeting Frequency:  three times per year. 
 

 
f. Number of Committees: Nine 

 
i. Descriptions:   Welcoming Committee, Book Club, Family Promise, Oneg, 

Building Facilities, Sof history, Library, Cemetery,  Havra Kadisha,  
 

g. Board governance:  
 

i. Terms: no terms limit for President and treasurer. No specific term for 
others.  
 

ii. Expectations: will volunteer for some of the needed tasks and areas of 
interest/responsibilities 
 

iii. average length of service: 3 – 4 years. 
 

 
COMMENTS:   looking forward to providing feedback to the consultant once hired.    
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CONGREGATION: Temple Emanu El    CONTACT: Jackie Lau   

DATE: Oct 26, 2020 

 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: 220 family units.  
 

o Active: 50 people before COVID, now 40 virtual.  High Holidays over 230 in 2019.  
Online some services over 2000 and all High Holiday Services had around 6000 
views. Shabbat Services get 400-800 views by end of the weekend.   
Some viewers are past members that have moved away and still like to tune in to 

Ken's services, some are new folks that chanced upon us or were curious what 

services in Hawaii are like. Some local viewers may have difficulty attending in 

person, so like the online format. We intend to continue that even when in person 

is available. 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 130 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: about 10 (with local 
Congregations) 10 (with mainland Congregation). 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: 100 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): 220 mail eblast: over 800 
 

o Known member priorities: 1st main reason to be affiliated is they like having a full 
time Rabbi, having a gathering place, having community.  The Library is valuable. 
Would be nice to have a Cantor.  Expand the Library to include a reading room. 
Some Jewish families appreciate having a pre-school and the School of Jewish 
Studies (currently 90 students), and a leadership development program. 
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
each year they make calls just before the Holidays and ask for comments.  But 
priorities are from casual conversations.  

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: believes there are more unaffiliated (3 to 1 ratio).  
 

o Organization Partners? Links? Some of neighbor island Congregations as well as 
Interfaith Council. Lecture series is open to the whole community.   Kauai and 
Maui Sunday school teacher has connected with her former school (students 
have pen pal connection).  
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2 Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff:  Full time: four.  Part time: six. 
  

b. Job titles: F/T: Executive Director, Administrative Assistant, Rabbi, Building 
Caretaker.    
P/T: Sunday School Director (P/T) five teachers (P/T) 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers:  three teachers (P/T)  
 

d. Number of Board members: Fourteen (Executive: 5 - At-Large: 8 and Sisterhood 
Representative).  

 

e. Meeting Frequency: monthly (Executive also monthly) 
 

f. Number of Committees: nine 
 

i. Descriptions: Standing: Nominating, Executive.   At large: Ritual, 
Education, Fund Raising, Governance, Membership, Building & Grounds, 
Caring Communication Connection (addressing Pandemic). 

 
g. Board governance:  

 
i. Terms: Executive yearly, everyone else 2-year terms (staggered). No term 

limits. 
 

ii. Expectations: attend Board meetings and stay awake, make phone calls 
during the holidays.  Would like them to attend the weekly services.  Need 
to participate in fund raising, be nice to members and listen to their 
concerns, be collegial with other Board members.  
 

iii. average length of service: about 4 years some 6years. 
 

COMMENTS:  concerns for seniors under tough circumstances who do not have family in 
town.   Want to renovate the building, desire for senior housing, children’s camp. Immersion 
school in their culture. Opportunities for concentrated Jewish experience, for children and 
adult. 

 

 

 



Page 31 

 

 

ORGANIZATION: Hadassah   

CONTACT: Andrea Snyder    DATE: October 29, 2020    

 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: approximately (all 
individuals) 148 in Oahu 20 neighbor islands.  Eight Associate members (mail) 8 
  

o Active: 30 active 
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 138  
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: N.A. 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events:   approximately 20 attend events 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): 170 (combination of email and 
postal mail). 

 

o Known member priorities:  Social women’s health, supporting Hadassah in Israel. 
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
no recent survey, anecdotal information 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals:  during normal tourist season at least 10 very active people. At 
least 1000 in Hawaii. 

 

o Organization Partners? Links? National Organization (a part of Southern CA 
region).  They have staff but not in this Chapter. 
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2 Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: None 
  

b. Job titles: N.A. 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: None 
 

d. Number of Board members: Eight 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: every two months.  But much less during COVID-19 
 

 
f. Number of Committees: Five (very Informal) 

 
i. Descriptions: Fund Raising, Membership, Events, Book Group, Programs 

 
g. Board governance:  

 
i. Terms:  Yearly  

 
ii. Expectations:  participate in the monthly meetings, member in standing 

committees and do participate financially with contributions. Majority of 
members are Lifetime members.  
 

iii. average length of service:  six years 
 

 
COMMENTS: N.A. 
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ORGANIZATION: Hawaii Jewish Seniors  

CONTACT: Evelyn Davis    DATE: Oct 15, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation:  40-45 
 

o Active:   all 
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: N.A.  
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: Yes, multiple 
Congregations. 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events:  A few once in a while, mostly friends or out of 
state.   
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): 60 most email.  
 

o Known member priorities: 1st like to eat (what is for lunch?); 2nd interest in the 
speaker topic. Likes to keep members happy and involved in light conversations.  
They love Bob Sigall, Honolulu Advertiser Reporter.   When asked re: housing, 
financial concerns the response was NO this is strictly a social organization.  
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large). 
Just what they like to talk. 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals.  Knows a few, sees at the gym, they practice celebrating jewish 
holidays but no organized religion, no financial issues.  Probably a few.  

 

o Organization Partners?  Links? No, right now. They are trying work with SJS 
Director to do pen pals with students. 
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 

Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff:  NONE 
 

b. Job titles:  N.A. 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: one person, assistant to make lunch arrangements. 
 

d. Number of Board members:  used to have a Board. now a dictatorship  
 

e. Meeting Frequency:  Events (not BOARD Meetings) second Thursday of every 
month  

 

f. Number of Committees: NONE 
 

i. Descriptions: N.A. 
 

g. Board governance:  N.A. 
 

i. Terms:  N.A. 
 

ii. Expectations:  N.A. 
 

iii. Average length of service: based on what the Dictator wishes.  
 

COMMENTS: None 
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ORGANIZATION: HILLEL Hawaii  

CONTACT:  Joshua Lazarus     DATE: October 29, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation: 
15-20 (board included)  
 

o Active: 10  
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 5-10 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation: no data 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: no data 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): Facebook: 320+ members (via 
two community pages)    

 

o Known member priorities: (1) Cultural enrichment: Shabbos meals, holiday-
themed activities, relevant talks, Torah study, etc. (2) High Holiday contacts and 
connections on Oahu 
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
During Covid-19 pandemic, exclusively online via social media. 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals:  Unknown 

 
To serve any and all (UH students, young professionals) that are interested in 
Hillel  

 

o Organization Partners?  Links? 
Hillel International: www.hillel.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hillel.org/
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff:  NONE 
 

b. Job titles: Director 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: 3 students comprise the student campus life 
organization  

 

d. Number of Board members: 5 
 

e. Meeting Frequency: usually 2-3/month 
 

f. Number of Committees: 0 
 
i. Descriptions: 
 

g. Board governance: NA 
 
 

i.  Terms: 
 

           ii.  Expectations: 
 

iii. Average length of service: 
 

 
COMMENTS: N.A. 
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ORGANIZATION: Jewish Community Relations Board    

CONTACT: Peter Hoffenberg  DATE: Oct 15, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of members of the organization/congregation : Organization was 
established in the Fall of 2017 and does not have members, it has participants.  
Most are members of other Congregations/organizations. Goal is to try replicate 
a Federation’s Jewish Community Relations Council. A spokesperson is needed 
for the entire Jewish Community. To be fair, it should allow for all the Jewish 
organizations (17) to select a spokesperson.  Hold informal meetings (whoever 
has time).  Board meetings have around 10 people.  
 

o Active: 6 – 8 Active  
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: about 2-3 
 

o Any members belong to more than one Congregation.  Yes  
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events: each meeting has had a few   
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list): 60  
 

o Known member priorities, First. most recent breakup of Temple E affected lots of 
people and many will not attend a meeting at Temple E (repeatedly stated) 
ideally neutral site.  No Jewish building (will not attend because it is a Physical 
building.  Organization has tried to bring temperature down. Does not mean we 
need to be dove lovey.  Second calendar (JCS is taking care of that).  Third.  
Speakers in some instances subject would raise concerns in the community. Prof 
invited Palestinian / lesbian group an individuals raised issues. This Organization 
tries to get people to understand the role of a university. Outside events believes 
Yom Hashoah should run every year.  Obviously, considered Weinberg help to 
get a building.  Currently, it is rough but using Zoom. Once this is over, some 
people not a lot; would not be willing to attend at Temple E   
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
Determined through discussions with participants. 
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o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals.  Out of 60 on email list, most are members a couple are 
unaffiliated. Feeling at UH transient students, does not know what the statewide 
number is. University /colleges some pass through a fair number of prof (at most 
100 – 150).   

 

o Organization Partners?  Links?  All Congregations and organizations being 
included in this mapping exercise. 
 

2 Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 
Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure. 
 

a. Number of paid staff:  NONE 
 

b. Job titles:  Only one volunteer:  Facilitator  
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: NO 
 

d. Number of Board members: NO  
 

e. Meeting Frequency:   Every two-three months  
 

f. Number of Committees:  Before the pandemic they would establish a committee 
for each upcoming project 
 
      i. Descriptions: for example Jewish Themed Sunday at BOH 

 
g. Board governance: 

  
i. Terms: NONE 

 
ii.   Expectations: NONE 

 
iii.  Average length of service: N.A. 
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COMMENTS: 
 

The Jewish Community Relations Board is a rather loose, organization. We do not have any 

legal or corporate standing, or any officers. I started it and serve as the Facilitator, but that is 

really it as far as any responsibilities. 

Meetings were held for about one year or so, every other month, primarily to share common 

issues -- advertising events, community concerns, helping with the Yom Ha Shoah Community 

Memorial Service. Members were affiliated and non-affiliated, and came from all of the 

congregations, but were not official representatives. We did not have a formal structure. 

We have an email list and I would say that as the dust settled, 6-10 folks attended regularly. 

Ability to talk about Jewish issues with other organization of unaffiliated members. How best to 

advertise events, before JCS organized a calendar to ensure there were no scheduling  

conflicts. Has participated in Harvey Gordon’s session re: JCS Statewide calendar.  Plans to 

send info soon to Harvey and hopes everyone uses it to minimize or preclude conflicts.    

Discussed senior Elder Care Building (should be in town).  Discuss with Weinberg, commercial 

space to be rented.  There is no Jewish Pentagon (term used in Los Angeles). No traction due 

to lack of an office.  It would be the place to go for Jewish information.   

Being at home, Zoom has been valuable. 
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ORGANIZATION: Jewish Community Services    

CONTACT: Steven Guttman   DATE: October 29, 2020 

1. Work with key informant to get updated information about size and distribution of 
affiliated Jewish population by organization/congregation 
 

o Total Number of community members of the organization/congregation: 7100 
(since JCS supports all Jewish individuals in Hawaii, the entire Jewish population 
in Hawaii is supported by JCS).  Approximately nine percent of this population 
has been served by JCS during the last twelve months.   
 

o Active: During the last twelve months, we have provided services to 86 clients. 
 

o Sporadic/Inactive: 7100 – 86 = 7015 
 

o Any community members belong to more than one Congregation: NA 
 

o Unaffiliated participants to events:  very few 
 

o Number of names on mailing list (or email list).  Mail: 490 – Email: 308  
 

o Known member priorities: NA 
 

o Methods for gauging member priorities (to be shared with Community at large): 
NA 

 

o Estimates for unaffiliated Jewish community members in the region and any 
outreach goals: NA 
 

 

o Organization Partners?  Links? All Jewish Congregations and Organizations in 
Hawaii.  Through recently modified website, plan to provide information about all 
Jewish events to preclude or minimize event conflicts and serve as a single 
source of information about Jewish events in Hawaii.    
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2. Work with the board/staff of the 17 Jewish communal organizations in Hawaii, Maui, 

Kauai and Honolulu counties to get updated information about organizational structure 
 

a. Number of paid staff: Two P/T 
 

b. Job titles: Social Service Provider, Administrator 
 

c. Number of staff volunteers: Board members (16) 
 

d. Number of Board members; sixteen.  Goal is to have representation from all 
Jewish Congregations. 

 

e. Meeting Frequency: Monthly 
 

f. Number of Committees: Six 
 

i. Descriptions:  Annual Dinner; Board Development and Strategic Planning;  
Communications and Marketing; Finance and Investment;                     
Fund Development; and Programs. 

 
g. Board governance:  

 
i. Terms: 2-year term (except 1-year when first inducted into the Board).  

The Board selects a President, Vice-President (up to two), Secretary, and 
Treasurer. 
 

ii. Expectations: attend most Board meetings, serve in at least one 
Committee and make a yearly contribution to JCS 
 

iii. average length of service: 5years 3 months.  Two current members have 
been on the Board since inception. 

 

 
COMMENTS: N.A. 
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APPENDIX  B   

US CENSUS JEWISH POPULATION BY STATE 

 

Table 77. Christian Church Adherents and Jewish Population - States 

[133,377 represents 133,377,000. Christian church adherents were defined 

as "all members, including full members, their children and the estimated 

number of other regular participants who are not considered as 

communicant, confirmed or full members." 1990 data on Christian church 

adherents are based on reports of 133 church groupings and exclude 34 

church bodies that reported more than 100,000 members to the Yearbook of 

American and Canadian Churches. The Jewish population includes Jews who 

define themselves as Jewish by religion as well as those who define 

themselves as Jewish in cultural or ethnic terms. Data on Jewish 

population are based on scientific studies and informant estimates 

provided by local Jewish communities] 

State 

Christian adherents, 

2000 Jewish population, 2010 

Number 

(1,000) 

Percent of 

population 

\1 

Number 

(1,000) 

\2 

Percent of 

population \1 

  United States  133,377 47.4 6,544 2.1 

Alabama  2,418 54.4 9 0.2 

Alaska  210 33.6 6 0.9 

Arizona  1,946 37.9 106 1.7 

Arkansas  1,516 56.7 2 0.1 

California  14,328 42.3 1,220 3.3 

file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A61
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A61
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A61
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A62
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A62
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A62
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A61
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A61
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Colorado  1,604 37.3 90 1.8 

Connecticut  1,828 53.7 119 3.3 

Delaware  299 38.2 15 1.7 

District of 

Columbia  331 57.8 28 4.7 

Florida \3 5,904 36.9 613 3.3 

Georgia  3,528 43.1 128 1.3 

Hawaii  431 35.6 8 0.6 

Idaho  624 48.3 2 0.1 

Illinois  6,457 52.0 278 2.2 

Indiana  2,578 42.4 17 0.3 

Iowa  1,698 58.0 6 0.2 

Kansas  1,307 48.6 18 0.6 

Kentucky  2,141 53.0 11 0.3 

Louisiana  2,599 58.2 11 0.2 

Maine  450 35.3 14 1.0 

Maryland  2,012 38.0 241 4.2 

Massachusetts  3,725 58.7 282 4.3 

Michigan  3,970 39.9 87 0.9 

Minnesota  2,974 60.5 47 0.9 

Mississippi  1,549 54.5 2 0.1 

Missouri  2,813 50.3 59 1.0 

Montana  401 44.4 1 0.1 

Nebraska  995 58.2 7 0.4 

Nevada  604 30.2 74 2.8 

file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A63
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New Hampshire  571 46.2 10 0.8 

New Jersey  4,262 50.7 505 5.7 

New Mexico  1,041 57.2 11 0.5 

New York  9,569 50.4 1,625 8.4 

North Carolina  3,598 44.7 30 0.3 

North Dakota  468 72.9 (Z) (Z) 

Ohio  4,912 43.3 148 1.3 

Oklahoma  2,079 60.3 5 0.1 

Oregon  1,029 30.1 48 1.3 

Pennsylvania  6,751 55.0 295 2.3 

Rhode Island  646 61.7 19 1.8 

South Carolina  1,874 46.7 11 0.2 

South Dakota  510 67.6 (Z) (Z) 

Tennessee  2,867 50.4 20 0.3 

Texas  11,316 54.3 130 0.5 

Utah  1,659 74.3 5 0.2 

Vermont  230 37.8 5 0.9 

Virginia  2,807 39.7 98 1.2 

Washington  1,872 31.8 44 0.7 

West Virginia  646 35.7 2 0.1 

Wisconsin  3,198 59.6 28 0.5 

Wyoming  229 46.4 1 0.2 

SYMBOL:  

Z Fewer than 500. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A59
file:///C:/Users/Hale%20N/Documents/My%20Documents/Jewish%20Community%20Services/Weinberg%20Foundation/2020/Community%20Mapping/US%20Census%20Jewish%20by%20State%2012s0077.xls%23RANGE!A59
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FOOTNOTES: 

\1 Based on U.S. Census Bureau data for resident population enumerated as 

of April 1, 2000 and April 1, 2010. 

\2 Jewish population of the United States is believed to be between 6.0 

and 6.4 million. Over count is mostly due to a significant number of Jews 

who live in more than one State. 

\3 An additional 76,000 Jews live in Florida less than 8 months out of 

the year and are not counted here. 

Source: Christian church adherents-Dale E. Jones, Sherri Doty, Clifford 

Grammich, James E. Horsch, Richard Houseal, John P. Marcum, Kenneth M. 

Sanchagrin, and Richard H. Taylor, Religious Congregations and Membership 

in the United States: 2000; Glenmary Research Center, Nashville, TN 

<www.glenmary.org/grc> 2002 (copyright); Jewish population-Ira M. Sheskin 

and Arnold Dashefsky, University of Miami and  University of Connecticut, 

"Jewish Population of the United States, 2010,”  published by the Mandell 

L. Berman North American Jewish Data Bank in cooperation  with the 

Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry and the Jewish  

Federations of North America. See also www.jewishdatabank.org 

For more information: 

http://www.ajc.org/ 

http://www.glenmary.org/grc  

Internet Release Date: 09/30/2011 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ajc.org/
http://www.glenmary.org/grc
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APPENDIX  C 

 

Jewish Population in the United States by State 

(1899 - Present) 

Table of Contents|World Jewish Population|Israeli Population 

State 

Jewish 

Population 

(1899) 

Jewish 

Population 

(2020) 

% Population 

Change (2019-

2020) 

Overall 

Population 

Change since 

1899 

Overall 

Population 

Change since 

1980 

Percentage 

of State 

Jewish 

Total 1,043,800 7,153,065 2.6% 6,109,265 1,232,170 2.2% 

Alabama 6,000 10,325 0.0% 4,325 1,490 0.2% 

Alaska -- 5,750 0.0% 5,750 4,790 0.8% 

Arizona 2,000 108,075 1.3% 106,075 66,790 1.5% 

Arkansas 4,000 2,225 0.0% -1,775 -1,170 0.1% 

California 35,000 1,187,990 0.4% 1,152,990 434,045 3.0% 

Colorado 10,500 98,400 -4.1% 87,900 66,635 1.8% 

Connecticut 6,000 118,350 0.0% 112,350 16,315 3.3% 

Delaware 3,000 15,100 0.0% 12,100 5,100 1.6% 

Washington 

D.C. 

3,500 57,300 0.0% 53,800 17,300 8.2% 

Florida* 2,500 657,095 2.1% 654,595 202,215 3.0% 

Georgia 7,000 128,720 0.0% 121,720 94,110 1.2% 

file:///C:/vital-statistics
file:///C:/jewish-population-of-the-world
file:///C:/jsource/Society_&_Culture/newpop.html
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/alabama-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/alaska-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/arizona-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/arkansas-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/california-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/colorado-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/connecticut-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/delaware-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/washington-dc-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/washington-dc-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/florida-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/georgia-israel-cooperation
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Hawaii   7,100 0.0% 7,100 1,475 0.5% 

Idaho 2,000 2,125 0.0% 125 1,620 0.1% 

Illinois 95,000 297,735 0.0% 202,735 31,350 2.3% 

Indiana 25,000 25,145 -0.4% 145 1,660 0.4% 

Iowa 5,000 5,475 3.8% 475 -2,740 0.2% 

Kansas 3,500 17,425 0.0% 13,925 6,670 0.6% 

Kentucky 12,000 12,500 11.6% 500 915 0.3% 

Louisiana 20,000 14,900 0.0% -5,100 -1,440 0.3% 

Maine 5,000 12,550 0.0% 7,550 5,750 0.9% 

Maryland 35,000 238,600 0.8% 203,600 52,685 3.9% 

Massachusetts  20,000 293,080 0.0% 273,080 43,625 4.2% 

Michigan 9,000 87,905 0.0% 78,905 -2,295 0.9% 

Minnesota 6,000 65,900 44.5%** 59,900 30,910 0.8% 

Mississippi  5,000 1,525 0.0% -3,475 -1,675 0.1% 

Missouri  35,000 64,275 0.0% 29,275 -7,515 1.0% 

Montana 2,500 1,495 7.2% -1,005 850 0.1% 

Nebraska 2,000 9,350 0.0% 7,350 1,445 0.5% 

Nevada 2,500 76,300 0.0% 73,800 59,100 2.5% 

New Hampshire 1,000 10,120 0.0% 9,120 5,640 0.7% 

New Jersey 25,000 546,950 0.3% 521,950 104,185 6.1% 

New Mexico 2,000 12,625 0.0% 10,625 5,470 0.6% 

New York 400,000 1,772,470 0.1% 1,372,470 -368,220 9.1% 

North Carolina 12,000 45,935 0.0% 33,935 32,695 0.4% 

North Dakota 1,750 400 0.0% -1,350 -685 0.1% 

Ohio 50,000 151,615 2.6% 101,615 6,945 1.3% 

Oklahoma   4,425 0.0% 4,425 -1,640 0.1% 

https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hawaii-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/idaho-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/illinois-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/indiana-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/iowa-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/kansas-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/kentucky-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/louisiana-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/maine-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/maryland-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/massachusetts-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/michigan-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/minnesota-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/mississippi-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/missouri-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/montana-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/nebraska-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/nevada-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/new-hampshire-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/new-jersey-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/new-mexico-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/new-york-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/north-carolina-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/north-dakota-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ohio-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/oklahoma-israel-cooperation
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*Excludes 65,000 Jews who live in Florida for 3-7 months of the year and are counted in 

their primary state of residence. 

**New figures became available in 2020. 

 

Source: Ira M. Sheskin & Arnold Dashefsky, “United States Jewish Population, 2019,” in 

Arnold Dashefsky & Ira M. Sheskin, Eds., American Jewish Year Book, 2020, (Cham, SUI: 

Forthcoming Springer, 2021).      

 

Oregon 6,000 40,650 0.0% 34,650 29,815 1.0% 

Pennsylvania 95,000 434,165 45.8% 339,165 14,435 2.3% 

Rhode Island 3,500 18,750 0.0% 15,250 -3,250 1.8% 

South Carolina 8,000 16,820 0.0% 8,820 8,160 0.3% 

South Dakota 1,750 250 0.0% -1,500 -345 0.0% 

Tennessee 15,000 22,800 0.0% 7,800 6,035 0.3% 

Texas 15,000 176,000 -0.3% 161,000 103,455 0.6% 

Utah 5,000 5,650 0.0% 650 3,350 0.2% 

Vermont 1,000 7,865 10.2% 6,865 5,400 1.1% 

Virginia 18,000 150,595 0.0% 132,595 91,235 1.8% 

Washington 2,800 75,350 2.6% 72,550 56,965 1.0% 

West Virginia 6,000 2,310 0.0% -3,690 -2,030 0.1% 

Wisconsin 10,000 33,455 1.2% 23,455 3,705 0.6% 

Wyoming 1,000 1,150 0.0% 150 840 0.2% 

Total 1,043,800 7,153,065 2.6% 6,109,265 1,232,170 2.2% 

              

https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/oregon-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/pennsylvania-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/rhode-island-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/south-carolina-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/south-dakota-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/tennessee-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/texas-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/utah-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/vermont-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/virginia-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/washington-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/west-virginia-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/wisconsin-israel-cooperation
https://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/wyoming-israel-cooperation

