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I  moved to Hawaii in 1981 and worked as an attor-

ney in the area of abused and neglected children. I 

also taught at Windward Community College, 

Chaminade and UH Manoa. I was active at Temple 

Emanu-El including serving on the board. But life 

can be surprising. I never expected any part of my 

current situation. To be living in Hawaii permanent-

ly, to be an animal person, to be disabled after a se-

ries of strokes. I think Hawaii is the best place for 

me to be and the reason may surprise you: I can go 

anywhere and everywhere even though I can’t walk 

any more but I can go on the bus. Folks here are hap-

py to help, whether it’s negotiating a curb on my scooter or reaching groceries on a high shelf. 

I ’m uncomfortable needing to be on the receiving end of acts of kindness; my self image is that I’m sup-

posed to be the benefactor, and here I am, of necessity, being the benefactee. I would like to find some 

way to serve.  I wish I were still working and earning, but again, being in Hawaii helps because people 

like JCS are here to lend a hand. JCS has helped me in so many ways. A temple member was the first to 

realize I was having difficulty walking and went into Longs and bought me my first cane. That was the 

first in a long list of help you’ve provided. Prescription eyeglasses, shower chair, necessaries I would oth-

erwise do without, all very welcome gifts. My rent in this HUD subsidized building is set at 30% of in-

come, after deducting medical expenses. That’s a modest amount, but considering how little social secu-

rity amounts to- and that’s my only income - what would be left for discretionary expenses (like clothing) 

would be minimal. I have been greatly helped over recent years by JCS covering my housing (editor’s 

note: through the Jeanette Levine Fund). I only ask for things that I absolutely need. For example, I get 

around my apartment using a used wheelchair. But I can’t use it for general transportation because my 

entire right side is paralyzed. So I now have a 7 year old, beat up scooter. Medicare pays 80% for a new 

scooter every 5 years and I am hoping JCS will cover the 20%  co-pay ($300-400). I wouldn’t be able to 

replace it otherwise. Because JCS covers my rent, I have enough left for a weekly helper, utilities, laun-

dry, food, birdseed and other necessities. JCS also pays for my disabled bus pass 

which Jodie just renewed for me. 

W hen envious acquaintances ask what charity is helping me, the usual re-

sponse I get is “Wait… you mean there are poor Jews?” And disappoint-

ment that they don’t have access to any similar assistance. I am happy here, I feel 

safe and secure. I hope assisted living remains only a bad dream. My life would 

indeed be bleak and difficult without the manifest help of Jewish Community Ser-

vices. Thank you. 

Disabled client lives independently with the support of JCS 



J ewish Community Services of Hawaii (JCS) was founded 21 years ago and brings to-
gether representatives  of Jewish congregations and organizations in Hawaii. In April, a 

dedicated group of current and former JCS board members, along with staff, met for a Strategic 
Planning Retreat. We looked at where we have been, where we are currently and what we need 
to do to sustain and grow the organization. We were fortunate to have Carolann Biederman, a 
former board member and member of our fund development committee, as our facilitator.  
 

I n reviewing our mission statement, we reaffirmed our commitment to providing social ser-
vices and support to needy Jews as our priority and discussed other ways we can nurture and 

support our Jewish community. We are already doing this through 
activities such as coordinating the Singer Camperships and hav-
ing our case manager support the Jeanette Levine and Arthur 
Murray Funds. Moving ahead, we will be identifying  partnership 
activities and opportunities with other Jewish organizations. 
 

W e will be reaching out to neighbor island congregations in 
Hilo, Kona and Kauai to ensure they are aware of what JCS 

has to offer their members and begin a dialogue about building a 
relationship with JCS, similar to what we have done on Maui. We 
plan to increase our outreach to individuals so they know about 
JCS. If you know of someone who may need our services or who 
may want to be put on our mailing list, please let us know.  We 
will continue to look for ways to increase our visibility and com-
munications to  provide more information to our supporters. 

Pictured L to R - Alice Tucker, Harvey Rackmil, Sandy Armstrong, Carolann Biederman, Lorraine Gershun, Evelyn Davis, 
Gail Marcus, Judy Goldman, Jodie Gerson, Judy Lind, Andrea Snyder, Sue Brown, Robert Nehmad, Steve Guttman,   
Harvey  Gordon, Eve Shere and Richard Kersten - missing, George Apter, Mark Fridovich, Brian Field and Claire Link 

STRATEGIC PLANNING RETREAT TO MAXIMIZE JCS IMPACT  

“JCS was far more helpful than we anticipated, and we are SO thankful!” 

"JCS has helped me and my baby in critical time to rise up, we are both very grateful forever” 

“Appreciate all you have been able to help with” 

“Please thank the committee for my new glasses! They're awesome. Thanks for all your help in getting them too. Without 

your help, I don't think I would have any. I'd forgotten what the world looks like when you can see” 



I ndividuals are our most important source of 

support. In 2018, when you add the individual 

donations (57%) and the annual dinner (13%)  gen-

erous members of the community provided 70% of 

our income.  The rest came from Jewish organiza-

tions (2%), foundations and grants (21%) and in-

vestments (7%). 

 

T he vast majority of our 2019 budget  is for di-

rect client services including  for rent, food, 

utilities, medical expenses and other costs of daily  

living. The highest need is for rental assistance 

(56%) followed by food ((18%). It might surprise 

many people that we have Jews in Hawaii who are 

barely surviving and for whom JCS is their prima-

ry  means of support. When you add  the cost of 

our wonderful service provider, Jodie Gerson, JCS 

devotes 70% of our budget to direct client services. 

And the needs are increasing. For 2019, we have 

increased our budget for direct client assistance by 

32% to ensure that we can help those that need it 

most. 

 

J CS is a dynamic volunteer organization. We do 

a lot with very little, utilize part time staff, 

and keep our overhead low in order to devote 

our resources to our clients. We are always 

looking for people who would like to help as 

a volunteer, committee member or on the 

board. Please contact us at jcs-hi.org to learn 

more. 

Individual Donors are our 
most important asset 

T he Jeanette LeVine Fund was established 

by a longtime member of the community in 

her will as a gift to Temple Emanu-El with the in-

tent of helping low income and elderly Jews stay in 

their homes. The homes could either be private res-

idences or senior housing. When a recipient no 

longer needs assistance and funds are available, 

another person is added to the list of those receiv-

ing assistance. Currently there are 8 Hawaii resi-

dents utilizing the Jeanette LeVine Fund. Some 

recipients work part-time and others are unable 

due to physical or mental concerns.   

 

T he Arthur Murray Fund is available to as-

sist Jews in need in Hawai‘i. It was estab-

lished by world-famous dance instructor and long-

time Hawai‘i resident.  Its purpose is to provide 

one-time only substantial grants. The grants may 

assist with such large needs as first and last 

months’ rent, extensive dental work, air transpor-

tation for relocation to supportive family members 

on the mainland, burial expenses and other sub-

stantial financial needs. More than 200 cases have 

been aided by this committee.  

 

E very case is different, and every approach is 

different. The JCS coordinator works with the 

individual or family for the best outcome and help 

the individual or family be self-sufficient.  

JCS - HAWAII continues to reach out to the communi-

ty including local hospice facilities, nursing homes, 

senior living, and local hospitals to find people who 

need our services. Thank you to all of the supporters 

of JCS for their ongoing referrals, resources, and sup-

port. If you know someone who needs assistance, 

please contact Jodie Gerson at 808-258-7121, 

jcs.jodie@gmail.com or admin@jcs-hi.org  

JCS partners with two 
community funds 

“Thank you so much. I am eternally grateful for you all you do. I cannot believe JCS has been so generous 
and helpful. If there is anything I can do, please let me know. I cannot thank you and JCS enough” 

“Thank you for going above and beyond to help my parents while they were stuck in the hospital. It was 
such a relief to know that they could get clothes and toiletries. Your personal care and attention was be-
yond expectations and made them feel supported” 
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Our Mission: 

To support and enhance the quality 
of life for those in need of help in 
the Hawaii Jewish Community by 

providing appropriate  

social services. 

To learn more about the important 
work that JCS does in our communi-
ty or to make a donation online, vis-

it us on the web at: 

www.jcs-hi.org 
Phone: (808)-258-7121  

Email: admin@jcs-hi.org  

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE-PARTY WITH JCS 
 ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17 

Jewish Community Services is having a 

21st BIRTHDAY PARTY  
to celebrate our mutual accomplish-
ments! We will be acknowledging ALL 
Jewish congregations in Hawaii who 
have supported us throughout the 
years. The evening will be full of great 
pride, laughter, joy, dinner and dancing 
as we continue to stand together to 
support those in need among us. See 
you at the Pacific Club on November 
17th! 

Mark your calendars NOW. More infor-
mation will be forthcoming.  

JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 

 

September 1-30 please visit Foodland 

stores to donate to the Give Aloha Com-

munity Matching Program. At the regis-

ter ask to donate to Jewish Community 

Services #77215 

Give Aloha, Foodland's Annual Community Matching Gifts Program, was 
created in 1999 to honor Foodland’s founder, Maurice J. "Sully" Sullivan. 
Each year, Foodland contributes more than $250,000 to match customer 
donations for all organizations combined. Since the program began in 
1999, a total of more than $30.9 million has been raised for Hawaii’s chari-
ties including Jewish Community Services. 
Learn more at:  https://www.foodland.com/our-community/give-aloha  

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support               

JCS - HAWAII  every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 

at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection 

and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bo-

nus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to JCS-

HAWAII your favorite charitable organization.   

“Thank you so much for helping us while we were in the hospital.  

We really appreciated your compassion and support in buying us 
some clothes to enable us to get through the week” 

“Your simple act of kindness allowed me to get necessities that 
helped me feel comfortable to work in” 


