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Federation board meeting 
open to community

The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Wednesday, December 
20, at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending 
should make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough 
materials will be available.

Happy Chanukah

At right:Students from the 
Temple Concord Religious 
School gathered near the 
temple’s outdoor menorah 
to celebrate the opening of 
Hanukkah House Museum.

Spotlight

By Reporter staff
Jonathan Karp, an associate professor 

of history at Binghamton University, 
notes that his scholarly interests center 
on Jewish cultural and economic history, 
and Jewish-Christian relations. His most 
recent work focuses on two unrelated 
eras of Jewish history as shown by the 
publication of “World War I and the Jews: 
Conflict and Transformation in Europe, 
the Middle East, and America” edited by 
Karp and Marsha L. Rozenblit (Berghahn 
Books), which appeared in September, 
and “The Cambridge History of Judaism: 
Volume 7. The Early Modern World, 1500-
1815” edited by Karp and Adam Sutcliffe 
(Cambridge University Press), which will 
be published in January.

Karp believes that people underes-
timate the changes caused by World 
War I and that includes the way the 
Jewish world was transformed. “This is 
a neglected, but major, topic in modern 
Jewish history,” Karp said in an e-mail 
interview. “Understandably, the First 
World War has been overshadowed in 
Jewish history by World War II and the 
Holocaust, which is one reason for its 
neglect. But another though less obvious 
factor is that there’s no simple, single 
takeaway that conveniently summarizes 
the war’s great importance.”

He sees World War I as a crucial event 
for several reasons. “First, it shifted 

Hillel Academy announced 
that Dr. Caleb Conklin will 
be the school’s new principal. 
Conklin received a master’s 
of science in counseling from 
Summit University in 2016 and 
a doctor of education in educa-
tional leadership from Bethel 
University in 2017.

“After a rigorous search, we 
are excited to welcome our new 
principal, Dr. Caleb Conklin,” 
said Dr. Daniel Sambursky, president of 

BU Professor Jonathan Karp edits two volumes of 
Jewish history

ultimate sacrifice for their country and 
thus to dispel the canard that Jews were 
unpatriotic and unmanly shirkers.” 

Karp notes that though other books have 
looked at how the war affected Jews in 

“World War I and the 
Jews: Conflict and 
Transformation in 
Europe, the Middle 
East, and America” 
edited by Jonathan 
Karp and Marsha 
L. Rozenblit

“The Cambridge 
History of Judaism: 
Vo lume  7 .  The 
E a r l y  M o d e r n 
Wo r l d ,  1 5 0 0 –
1815” edited by 
Jonathan Karp and 
Adam Sutcliffe

Jewish populations from living under 
the protective umbrellas of multinational 
empires – the Ottoman, Austria-Hunga-
ry and (more dubiously) Tsarist Russia 
– into fighting to maintain their rights 
and identities in a host of newly created 
states that were based on the principle 
ethnic nationality, which often made 
Jews appear even more anomalous and 
vulnerable than before,” he said. “Second 
– though conversely – in many cases the 
war gave Jews their first opportunity to 
demonstrate their readiness to make the 

See “Karp” on page 3

Hillel Academy appoints 
new principal

Dr. Caleb Conklin

the school, in an e-mail. “Dr. 
Conklin’s responsibilities at 
Hillel Academy include – among 
others – supporting our teachers 
through training and enrichment, 
reviewing lesson plans and 
developing curricular mapping 
for all grade levels. He is highly 
motivated to continue the tradi-
tion of excellence in education 
at Hillel Academy – and will 
contribute greatly to the success 

of our students.”

Europe violently protests Jerusalem changes as 
Netanyahu visits the continent

By Adam Abrams
JNS

Anti-Israel and antise-
mitic demonstrations per-
vaded Europe over the December 10 
weekend as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu visited the continent days after 
the Trump administration’s December 6 
recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
The civilian protests, as well as widespread 
opposition to the White House’s Jerusalem 
policy changes within the European politi-
cal establishment, may serve to deepen the 
chasm between Israel and Europe. 

Hundreds of anti-Israel protesters 
convened at the Place de la République in 

central Paris on December 
9 ahead of Netanyahu’s ar-
rival in the French capital; 
they chanted “Netanyahu 

war criminal” and called for the prime 
minister’s arrest. The French demonstrators 
also called for Palestinian terrorists Hassan 
Hamouri and Marwan Barghouti to be freed 
from Israeli prisons. 

Anti-Israel protests also occurred in Swe-
den, Italy, Austria and Germany. Demon-
strations in southern Sweden turned violent 
when a group of men hurled firebombs at a 
synagogue in Gothenburg. Pro-Palestinian 
protesters in Sweden chanted antisemitic 
slogans encouraging the murder of Jews.

ANALYSIS
“We have announced the intifada from 

Malmö. We want our freedom back and we 
will shoot the Jews,” demonstrators chanted, 
reported Sweden’s Sveriges Radio.

In Vienna, a violent anti-Jewish mob 
marched down the city’s streets screaming 
in Arabic, “Jews, remember Khaybar, the 
army of Muhammad is returning,” referenc-

ing the seventh century massacre of Jewish 
tribes in the town of Khaybar, in what is 
now Saudi Arabia.

Italian anti-Israel protesters marched 
with Palestinian flags and held signs calling 
Jerusalem “the eternal capital of the state 
of Palestine.”
See “Protests” on page 11
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In My Own Words

Social Security
In every paycheck I’ve received, a certain amount was 

deducted from my salary for Social Security. That money 
was given to the United States government in trust for when 
I retire. Despite what is being said now, Social Security 
is not an entitlement. It’s something I paid for. The idea 
that the Federal government may raid Social Security to 
pay for anything else is horrific. If that does occur, I’ll 
be looking for a good lawyer in order to sue the federal 
government for those funds. I did not donate that money 
to the government; it was given for a specific purpose. If 
that purpose is void, then the funds should be returned. 
While I’m at it, I think I’ll have The Reporter Group sue 
the government for its portion; after all, every business 
sent an equal amount of its own funds for Social Security. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if a large number of people 
and businesses sued the government if Social Security is 
cut? Maybe a smart lawyer can even find a way to hold 
government representatives liable for defrauding American 
citizens and make them return the money from their own 
funds. Of course, I’m hoping it won’t come to this. How-
ever, when the government makes a promise to its citizens, 
it’s the responsibility of current and future representatives 
not to betray our trust.

Houston flood plain
Now that several months have passed since the flooding 

in Houston, I think it’s time for that Jewish community to 
consider moving out of the flood plain. I know there is a 
tight-knit community in Houston that wants to remain to-
gether. I understand and admire that. In fact, I’d be willing 
to help them and the members of their synagogue if they 

would consider moving their building and homes to a new 
area. The reason for this is simple: When an area has been 
flooded three out of the past four years, people need to face 
reality and do something permanent. 

I sent money to help those impacted by the flood. That’s 
part of my responsibility as a Jew. But the community can’t 
expect to receive funds year after year if nothing is done 
to improve conditions. Yes, some people are raising their 
homes to help prevent flooding, etc., but I have to wonder 
if that’s really enough. It would be a major expense to help 
people move from this area, but it makes far more sense to 
have them do this one time than to expect people to send 
funds if the flooding continues to occur at this rate. After 
all, when something happens three out of four years, it’s 
time to think seriously about the problem.

Interests of the client
Someone recently gave me a really interesting article 

about Tamar Frankel, a 92-year-old law professor at Boston 
University. She’s behind a regulation – due to be imple-
mented in July 2019 – that will require investment brokers 
to put the interests of their client first. Wow, what a radical 
thought: an expert you pay actually being required to help 
you! Yes, I’m being sarcastic because it’s obnoxious to 
think of a person doing anything else. This is not a store 
selling you a refrigerator. This is an expert who is paid for 
their expertise specifically to help you.

Think of it this way: A doctor deciding your treat-
ment based on how much money he/she will make. 
Gee, think they might want to keep you ill or hooked 
on drugs? At least doctors can be sued for malpractice. 
People sometimes get new trials if they can prove their 

lawyer was incompetent. A lawyer who has a conflict 
of interest can be disbarred. Thinking of the good of 
your client should be the norm. This requirement for 
brokers is long overdue.

Getting caught was the crime
One of the short video clips playing over and over 

on the news two weekends ago was of Michael Flynn, 
the former national security advisor to President Donald 
Trump, shouting to a crowd, “Lock her up!” The person 
he wanted to lock up was Hilary Clinton. Instead, it now 
looks as if Flynn may be going to prison. I’m not going 
to discuss what he actually did during the conversations 
he lied about. That is still under investigation and debate. 
However, you would think that a person in his position 
would know better than to lie to the FBI. The idea that he 
didn’t realize the FBI would able to track his movements 
is really scary. This was the president’s national security 
advisor. This is a person who should have known what 
our intelligence communities can do. Instead, he acted as 
if he was above the law by lying.

People, especially those in power, now seem to think 
that something isn’t a crime unless you get caught. It’s 
OK not to list all your assets before taking a govern-
ment job – unless someone figures out that you haven’t 
listed them correctly. Then it’s a “mistake.” Excuse me? 
Government work is a serious undertaking and, if you 
don’t follow the rules, then you should be in trouble, no 
matter what party you belong to and what legislation you 
support. Unfortunately, too many people think the rules 
don’t apply to them. Perhaps some time in jail will cure 
that sense of entitlement.

Miscellaneous considerations

By Steven Woolf  
FedCentral

From the Jewish Federations of North America: Year-
end tax planning for donors may be more important this 
year with major tax legislation pending on the horizon. 
This article  outlines a number of steps that donors may 
wish to take – and some ways to jumpstart the philan-
thropic conversation with donors. It is for informational 
purposes only and should not be construed as legal, 
tax or financial advice. When considering gift planning 
strategies, you should always consult with your own legal 
and tax advisors.

Year-end is often the most opportune time to consider 
financial and tax planning strategies. As this article is being 
written, Congress and the White House are negotiating 
significant changes in the tax laws that could, if enacted, 
impact financial strategies and tactics. This makes it more 
important than ever to meet with your advisors to review 
your investment portfolio and consider tax, financial and 
charitable giving strategies before December 31. Things 
may become clearer as year-end approaches but this will 
require you to be flexible and prepared to act in a short 
time frame. For example, it appears that most changes 
in the tax code would be effective after the start of 2018.

 � Income taxes: If comprehensive tax reform (or even a 
slimmed down “tax cut package”) is enacted, both marginal 
tax rates (the rate you pay on “the next dollar” of income) 

Year-end tax planning: time to act
or the effective tax rate (your average rate on all items of 
income and deductions) is likely to change. Current think-
ing is that the top tax rate of 39.6 percent will continue to 
apply for those with incomes in excess of $1 million. The 
mix of changes to specific tax deductions and credits by 
any tax reform plan will also have a dramatic impact on 
your overall tax situation.

Observation: Tried and true year-end tax strategies 
generally revolve around shifting some tax burden to a 
future year. Deferring receipt of a bonus payment to 2018, 
accelerating deductions into this year by prepaying a de-
ductible expense, or making larger charitable gifts all can 
lower this year’s bill, which leaves those saved tax dollars 
in your pocket rather than the government’s. Keep in mind, 
however, that you need to factor in the application of the 
alternative minimum tax (“AMT”) to determine if shifting 
income and deduction strategies provide maximum savings 
in your financial situation.

Observation: It is expected that comprehensive tax 
reform will repeal the AMT for future years but it will 
most likely remain in place for 2017 and needs to be 
addressed in your calculations. And if tax reform cuts 
back or eliminates other deductible items, such as state 
and local income tax or property taxes, it again may make 
sense to consider accelerating the payment of these items 
after factoring in the application of the AMT. 

Observation: Keep in mind that for those who itemize 

their deductions, gifts of cash are fully deductible, up to 
50 percent of adjusted gross income. Any excess can be 
carried forward and could be deductible for up to five 
years. Tax reform could increase this AGI limitation 
for cash gifts to 60 percent starting in 2018. Federation 
philanthropic advisers remain available to work with you 
to determine the best strategies in your situation.

 � Investment assets: With the stock market at an all-
time high, year-end is an opportune time to review your 
investment portfolio and consider timing the recognition 
of capital gains and losses for assets held long-term (more 
than one year) and short-term. Under most tax reform plans, 
it appears that most capital gains sales will remain “tax 
advantaged” with a top rate of approximately 24 percent. 
Part of your capital asset review could be consideration 
of a gift appreciated securities to charities. For example, 
you can avoid paying any capital gains tax on the value 
of securities transferred to a Federation and may be able 
to receive a charitable contribution deduction for the full 
fair market value of the securities at the time of the gift.

Observation: Remember that gifts of appreciated assets 
are fully deductible up to 30 percent of adjusted gross in-
come. Again, any excess can generally be carried forward 
and be deductible for up to five years.

Observation: Donating appreciated stock, either to create 
a donor-advised fund (“DAF”) at a Federation or adding 
See “Tax” on page 5

I am sure we have all been receiving much information 
about the possible new tax code. In light of the proposed 
changes that may be made to the tax code next year, you 
might want to send in all outstanding commitments to take 

Hello, this is Sima
the charitable deduction in this tax year. Be sure to check with 
your financial advisor about the potential value of doing so.  

If you wish to give your gift to Federation in this tax year, 
please ensure that your check is in the Federation office by 

Tuesday, December 26, to leave time for making the bank 
deposit. Call me if you have any questions at 724-2332.

Wishing you a Happy Chanukah (and no latke weight 
gain).
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TI Sisterhood created Chanukah 
decorations for Shabbat dinner

Temple Israel Sisterhood members made dreidels for the Chanukah centerpieces that were 
to be used at the Shabbat Chanukah Family Dinner scheduled for December 15. L-r: 
Arlene Osber, Beverly Rozen, Bobbi Markowitz, Maxine Rosenberg, and Sandy Paston.

specific countries, he believes his work is 
“the first to cover the topic broadly, dealing 
with Jews throughout Europe, Asia and 
North America.”

He also sees the latest volume of 
“The Cambridge History of Judaism” as 
a first: “It’s the first book to deal with 
the early modern period in Jewish his-
tory in a truly comprehensive fashion.” 
The work is comprised of 41 individual 
essays by 39 scholars. In addition to his 
editorial work, Karp co-authored the 
introduction and translated two of the 
chapters from Hebrew. 

Karp notes that many people are un-
aware of what historians now call the early 
modern period. “The early modern is part 
of a new periodization scheme in general 
historiography,” he said. “There has long 
been uncertainty about how to categorize 
the period between the end of the Middle 
Ages and the French Revolution. It’s a 
period in European history that encom-
passes the Renaissance and Reformation, 
the scientific and commercial revolutions, 
as well as the 18th-century Enlightenment, 
and that makes it both continuous with and 
distinct from what preceded and followed. 
And so, while no one is really happy with 
the confusing designation ‘early modern,’ 
it is now widely accepted as a convenient 
label for describing a broad period that does 
possess unifying features.” 

Karp Continued from page 1

It is only recently that the term has been 
used to refer to Jewish history. “It used to 
be the case,” Karp continued, “that histo-
rians described the Jewish Middle Ages 
as an incredibly long period extending 
from the destruction of the Second Temple 
(in 70 C.E.) or the rise of Islam (in the 
seventh century) right up to the period 
of the Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment) 
and emancipation in the 18th [century]. 
But that’s an untenable and misleading 
approach. This volume will help make 
the case that there was an ‘early modern 
Jewish world,’ encompassing not just 
northern and western Europe, but Poland 
and Russia, the Ottoman Empire and the 
Western Hemisphere, as well. Jews in this 
period changed in profound ways, but 
many of these changes, such as large-scale 
migrations, the wide expansion of printed 
works by Jews, and the proliferation and 
popularization of Kabbalah, were expe-
rienced simultaneously by Jews across 
great distances.”

“The Cambridge History of Judaism” 
took 10 years to complete and Karp is now 
focusing on other interests. “It was a massive 
organizational effort, but I’m both relieved 
and proud that it’s finally completed,” he 
said. “I now have some time and space to 
complete my monograph on Blacks and 
Jews in the making of American popular 
culture. After that, we’ll see!”

Thinking of moving to Tel Aviv or Jerusalem? 
These Israeli towns want you instead

View of residential neighborhoods in the southern Israeli town of Arad, located in the 
Negev Desert. (Photo by Miriam Alster/Flash90)

By Andrew Tobin
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Many Jews who 

move to Israel only have eyes for Tel Aviv 
or Jerusalem. Whether it’s Tel Aviv’s wealth 
of startups, sunny beaches and culture, 
or Jerusalem’s history and religious life, 
newcomers want to be where the action is. 
But neither city is cheap. Tel Aviv is one 
of the most expensive in the world and 
Jerusalem, increasingly crowded, isn’t far 
behind. Tel Aviv’s housing prices have risen 
faster over the past decade than any other 
city in the world.

So, nearly 400 new and newish immi-
grants, mostly religious Jews from North 
America, turned up at a recent Jerusalem 

conference to explore moving to Israeli cit-
ies and towns farther afield. Representatives 
of 40 locales offered spiels and deals. The 
overarching message at the “communities 
fair” run by the Jewish immigration pro-
moter Nefesh B’Nefesh was simple: Life 
is cheaper and better elsewhere.

“We did this in order to expose the olim to 
the fact that there are numerous opportunities in 
Israel,” said Rachel Berger, Nefesh B’Nefesh 
post-aliyah maven. “There is so much more, 
and it’s greater than what you know.”

Last year, 76 percent of the immigrants 
her organization worked with settled in the 
populace center of the country, with easy 
See “Move” on page 9

SUZANNE L. KRAUSE

Cell: 607.760.3366
O�ce: 607.772.1177
Fax: 607.772.2435

suekrause@howardhanna.com

howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services

Licensed Real Estate Broker

SUZANNE L. KRAUSE

Cell: 607.760.3366
O�ce: 607.772.1177
Fax: 607.772.2435

suekrause@howardhanna.com

howardhanna.com

Licensed Real Estate Broker

SUZANNE L. KRAUSE

Cell: 607.760.3366
O�ce: 607.772.1177
Fax: 607.772.2435

suekrause@howardhanna.com

howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services Real Estate Services

Licensed Real Estate Broker
SUZANNE L. KRAUSE

Cell: 607.760.3366
O�ce: 607.772.1177
Fax: 607.772.2435

suekrause@howardhanna.com

howardhanna.com

Licensed Real Estate Broker

Real Estate Services

SUZANNE L. 
KRAUSE

Cell: 607.760.3366
O�ce: 607.772.1177

Fax: 607.772.2435

suekrause@howardhanna.com
howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services

Licensed Real Estate Broker

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844
parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

Happy Chanukah



December 15-21, 2017Page 4 - The Reporter

Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Do I ever get tired of reading novels whose plots are 
related to World War II? To my surprise, that rarely happens, 
even though I read numerous books with that theme each 
year. Sometimes, it’s because novelists find an intriguing 
aspect of the war I never heard of before. Other times, they 
offer an original take on a story that would otherwise seem 
familiar. This two-part review offers some very different 
views of life before, during and after the war.

“The Orphan’s Tale”
Some books draw you into the plot immediately. For 

example, the prologue of Pam Jenoff’s powerful novel, 
“The Orphan’s Tale” (Mira), left me wondering not only 
who the unnamed narrator was, but what experiences 
led her to this moment. The book combines two real-life 
events from World War II – a boxcar filled with babies on 
its way to a concentration camp and a circus that hid Jews 
– to create a suspenseful work filled with well-rounded, 
interesting characters.

The narrative alternates between two women: Christian 
Noa and Jewish Astrid. After the Nazi invasion of Holland, 
Noa becomes pregnant by a German soldier and moves 
to Germany to give her child up for adoption. After the 
birth, she finds a job as a cleaner at the railway station. 
It’s there she discovers the boxcar filled with half frozen 
babies. Noa runs away with one of them, but gets lost in the 
forest. After she’s discovered by members of a circus, she 
is invited to join them. The Jewish Astrid is one of the stars 
of the show, although she must keep her religious identity 
secret. While Astrid loves appearing before a crowd, she 
has her own sorrows – wondering about her parents and 
brothers, who disappeared after the Nazis took control of 
the government. Astrid is not pleased when told she must 
train Noa to use the trapeze. The many changes in their 
relationship form the core of the plot.

Jenoff does a wonderful job creating a fictional world 
that feels real. Her characters succeed because their imper-
fections are as interesting as their virtues. Noa and Astrid 

try to protect themselves physically and emotionally, yet 
their clashes force both of them to reconsider what they 
need to do with their lives. The plot was absorbing and 
contained some unexpected twists and turns. This is a per-
fect book for book clubs and anyone looking for a moving, 
and tearful, experience.

“Mandelbrot the Magnificant”
Reality and fantasy collide in Liz Ziemska’s novella 

“Mandelbrot the Magnificent” (A Tor.com Book). Vichy 
France is not the safest place for young Jewish Benoit 
Mandelbrot. Although his family successfully escaped 
from Warsaw, they worry because some of their French 
neighbors favor the Nazis. Benoit escapes into the world 
of mathematics – formulas become more real than the 
world around him. In fact, when he is introduced to the 
mathematics of Kabbalah, he feels as if he has entered 
a different dimension. That experience makes him 
wonder if it’s possible to protect his family through a 
mystical formula.

It’s difficult to write more without giving away too 
much of the plot of this charming work. Those who aren’t 
interested in math can still enjoy the novella since it’s not 
necessary to understand the formulas to appreciate the plot. 
The real mystery is that of Kabbalah – and whether or not 
its study can create an alternate reality.

“The Kaiser’s Last Kiss”
In 1940, the former German kaiser, Wilhelm Viktor 

Albert, lives a quiet life in Holland – that is, until the 
Nazis invade the country. Are the German authorities in-
terested in having the kaiser return home as part of its new 
government? Rumor has it that the British would like to 
whisk Wilhelm to London so he can condemn Hitler. And 
what does Wilheim think? To discover that is SS officer 
Martin Krebbs’ assignment in Alan Judd’s “The Kaiser’s 
Last Kiss” (Touchstone). 

Krebbs, a staunch supporter of Germany’s war, is not 
eager to spend time with Wilhelm. However, he soon finds 

himself liking the crotchety old man, in addition to being 
drawn to a new household maid, Akki. When Krebbs learns 
Akki is Jewish, he is forced rethink his belief in Hitler and 
his country. This conflict creates interesting dilemmas for 
all the characters.

“The Kaiser’s Last Kiss” left me wondering how much 
of the story was based on fact. In a postscript, Judd notes 
that he played “fast and loose with history.” That didn’t 
detract from the novel because, in Krebbs, the author 
created an intriguing character who discovers life is not 
quite as simple as he once thought.

“The Velvet Hours”
Two disparate stories form the plot in “The Velvet 

Hours” by Alyson Richmond (Berkley). One tells of 
courtesan Marthe de Florian’s rise from poverty to a rich, 
cultured life. The other focuses on Solange Beaugiron, 
a half Jewish woman living in a France on the brink 
of World War II. The connection between the women 
is family: Solange’s father is Marthe’s illegitimate 
son; he was given up for adoption and only met his 
birth mother later in life. Although Solange’s father 
and grandmother never became close, Solange’s visits 
to her grandmother are more successful as the aging 
Marthe seeks someone with whom she can share her 
life story. At the same time, Solange wants to learn 
more about the Jewish books her late mother kept as 
reminders of her former life. That leads her to a world 
she never knew existed.

While each story was interesting on its own, together 
they didn’t make a cohesive novel. Solange’s story felt 
more suspenseful simply because most readers know what 
happened to Jews who didn’t escape from France before 
the Nazis came. On the other hand, Marthe’s rich history 
– and how she used what few resources she had to create a 
beautiful world for herself – will enchant some readers. In 
addition, what ties the two tales is romance: each woman 
learns how love can change a life.

Before, during and after the war – part 1
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Attention 
Attorneys

______________________

Notice of Formation of Vestal Dental 
Associate, PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/26/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 533 Clayton Ave., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: to practice the 
profession of Dentistry.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Zacharias 
Funeral Home LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/27/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 78 Second St., Deposit, 
NY  13754.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Moonbeam’s and Dolliewinkie’s, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was November 9, 2017. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against 
the Company, to Hinman, Howard 
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of a Limited 
Liability Company. Name: Vrushiv, 
LLC. Purpose is to engage in any 
lawful activity. Office location is 
Broome County. Articles of Org. filed 
with NY Secretary of State (NYSS) on 
August 29, 2017. NYSS is designated 
as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served; NYSS shall mail 
service of process against the LLC 
served upon it to: 2409 Charleston 
Ave., Vestal, NY 13850.
______________________

mail process to 102 Bevier Street, 
Binghamton, NY 13904. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________

HQW&S, LLC -  NOTICE OF 
FORMATION OF LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of HQW&S, 
LLC filed with the NYS Secretary of 
State (NYSS) on 11/06/2017. Office 
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent for service of 
process against it. NYSS shall mail 
process to 210 N. Nanticoke Avenue, 
Endicott ,  NY 13760. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: AATHC, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
October 3, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

H&B RENTALS, LLC -  NOTICE 
OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of H&B 
RENTALS, LLC f i led wi th the 
NYS Secretary of State (NYSS) 
on 11/08/2017. Office of LLC is in 
Broome County. NYSS designated as 
agent for service of process against 
it. NYSS shall mail process to 210 
N. Nanticoke Avenue, Endicott, NY 
13760. Business purpose: any lawful 
activity
______________________

Notice of Formation of 607 Rentals, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/26/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
18 Timberland Dr., Binghamton, NY  
13903.  Purpose: any lawful activities.

to: The LLC, 3630 Montebello Street, 
Santa Ynez, CA 93460.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY  
The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is: TONY’S LAWN CARE 
& SNOW REMOVAL LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of 
State was November 27, 2017. The 
County in which the principal place of  
business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been  
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the Company 
to 3571 Smith Drive, Endwell,  
New York 13760. The purpose of 
the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Albany, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/20/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: J & 
P Khamken Industries, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/10/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Popcorn 
Realty, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/28/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Firehouse Holdings, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of 
State was November 21, 2017. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. 
Mead, 80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Lewis Gray, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 11/07/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 325 Death Valley Rd., Johnson 
City, NY 13790.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of RPE Homes, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 11/09/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: P.O. Box 343, Johnson City, NY 
13790.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

G & B BREWING, LLC -  NOTICE 
OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of G & 
B BREWING, LLC filed with the 
NYS Secretary of State (NYSS) 
on 11/29/2017. Office of LLC is in 
Broome County. NYSS designated as 
agent for service of process against 
it. NYSS shall mail process to 72 
Lewis Road, Binghamton, NY 13905. 
Business purpose: any lawful activity
______________________

Notice of Formation of 3310 East 
Main Street, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/10/17.  Office location: Broome Co.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 

      

 

  

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Jeffrey L.
 McKinney LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 1, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 3849 Gardner
 Road, Binghamton, New York
 13903.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Oak Tree 
Capital, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/06/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Wednesday Night Games, LLC 
filed Art. of Org. w/ Sec’y of State 
(SSNY) on 9/12/17. Office in Broome 
Cty. SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to PO 
Box 902, Johnson City, NY 13790. 
Purpose:Any lawful purpose
______________________

The Eleventh State Properties 
LLC -  NOTICE OF FORMATION 

OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of The 
Eleventh State Properties LLC filed 
with the NYS Secretary of State 
(NYSS) on 10/30/2017. Office of 
LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent for service 
of process against it. NYSS shall 
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such securities to an existing DAF, is an excellent way to 
maximize tax savings from such gifts, as well as provide 
you with a vehicle from which you can make recommen-
dations for future charitable grants.

Observation: Remember, however, in cases where the 
current fair market value of the stock remains below your 
cost basis, it most likely makes sense to sell the stock first, 
recognizing the tax loss, and then gift the proceeds to charity.

 � IRA charitable rollover: Over the past 10 years, many 
individuals over age 70½ have utilized the IRA charitable 
rollover to transfer up to $100,000 each year from their 
retirement accounts directly to public charities, such as Fed-
erations. (Note: transfers to DAFs, supporting organizations, 
and private foundations do not qualify for this tax benefit.)

Observation: The IRA charitable rollover was made a 
permanent part of the tax code several years ago and this 
important charitable giving incentive can also be used to 
designate the distribution directly from your retirement 
account for a specific use at a Federation, including the 
annual Campaign, a Lion of Judah endowment or some 
other special endowment fund.

 � Estate taxes and life-time giving: It is expected that 
any comprehensive tax reform plan will make significant 
changes (including potential repeal) to the estate tax, the 
generation-skipping transfer tax and perhaps the gift tax. 
Such changes, if enacted, could dictate modifications to 
your estate and bequest planning, as well as lifetime gifting 
strategies. Again, the watchword here is: keep a close eye 
on Washington to see how tax reform could impact your 
current estate plan.

Observation: Federation endowment professionals 
remain available to work with you and your other profes-
sional advisors to maximize the benefits of these and other 
tax planning strategies for you and the Jewish community.

Steven Woolf is the senior tax policy counsel at the 
Jewish Federations of North America.

Tax Continued from page 2

A scene from the New Yiddish Rep’s staging of  “Awake 
and Sing!” featuring (l-r) Ronit Asheri, Moshe Lobel, Lea 
Kalisch, David Mandelbaum and Eli Rosen. (Photo by 
Pedro Hernandez)

By Andrew Silow-Carroll
NEW YORK (JTA) – Everything I love about the 

playwright and screenwriter Clifford Odets is found in the 
opening line of his 1935 play “Awake and Sing!”: “Where’s 
advancement down the place?”

The line is said by Ralph, the thwarted son in a struggling 
Bronx Jewish family in the heart of the Depression, in that 
wonderful, weirdly Yiddishesque language Odets created 
for Broadway and Hollywood. It means something like “I 
can’t get a promotion at work!” – but there’s no music in 
a sentence like that.

It’s the music heard in Odets’ 1957 screenplay for “The 
Sweet Smell of Success,” in which the sleazy denizens of 
New York’s nightclub society sound like they’re speaking 
Shakespeare translated into Yiddish then back into English.

“My experience I can give you in a nutshell, and I didn’t 
dream it in a dream, either – dog eat dog,” says Sidney Falco, 
the hustling PR man played by Tony Curtis. “In brief, from 
now on, the best of everything is good enough for me!”

And if it takes you a minute to figure out what a char-
acter like Ralph or Sidney is saying, that was part of the 
point: Odets created a version of English that sounded both 
familiar and alien because he wanted his working-class 
Jewish characters to sound both familiar and alien. Odets 
made his name in the ‘30s in the proudly left-wing Group 
Theatre writing kitchen-sink dramas that transformed 
his own poor Jewish upbringing into a universal call for 
justice and fair play. When plays like “Awake and Sing!” 
and “Golden Boy” opened on Broadway, they thrilled 
and scandalized audiences with their risque content and 
occasionally radical politics.

So what happens to “Awake and Sing!” when you lose 
Odets’ conceit, of characters speaking English as if they 
are speaking Yiddish? That’s the challenge of a new staging 
of the play by New Yiddish Rep at Manhattan’s 14th Street 
Y, where a 1938 translation of the play by Chaver Paver is 
being staged through December 24. Performing Odets in 
Yiddish might sound both redundant and self-defeating, 
but it works. Thanks to an excellent cast and a sudden 
relevance for the play Odets couldn’t have dreamed of, 
something is definitely gained in the translation.

I don’t speak Yiddish, but know enough Hebrew and 
Leo Rosten that I can hear how a Yiddish sentence gets 
from here to there. (The New Yiddish Rep production is 
presented with English supertitles projected above the 
stage.) Characters wail, flatter, gripe, coo, criticize and 
crow in the mameloshn. It’s a music all its own.

You do miss cockamamie Odets lines like “In life there’s 
two kinds – the men that’s sure of themselves and the 
one who ain’t! It’s a time you quit being a selling-platter 
and got in the first class.” (What’s a selling-platter? Who 
knows – but you get the point!)

But you gain something else: a connection to the Jewish 
past – and the political present.

First person

A classic play sounds more American when it is 
performed in Yiddish

The Jewish past is coded into Yiddish – not just because 
it is the language that Bubbe and Zayde spoke, but because 
it is a river that swept up and grew swollen on the history 
of the Jews going back to the Israelites. When Jacob, the 

fiery Marxist grandfather in the play, slips from Yiddish to 
quote Isaiah (and gives the play its title), the Hebrew recalls 
how Cynthia Ozick once described a similar moment in 
Sholem Aleichem’s Tevye stories: “the six scant Hebrew 
syllables instantly call up... the full quotation, the tremor 
or memory aroused by its ancestral uses.” The Bergers 
have always been a Jewish, if highly assimilated, family; 
the Yiddish reminds you how Jewish they are.

As for the present: No play about immigrants can avoid 
sounding topical in this age of travel bans and deporta-
tions. The Bergers may speak Yiddish at home, but let you 
know they speak English out in the world. They’ll lapse 
into English when they need to, as when Ralph is on the 
phone with a girlfriend, or when they want to, as when the 
conniving boarder Moe delivers his tag line, “Don’t make 
me laugh!” An “insurance policy” is an insurance policy, 
and “Teddy Roosevelt” is Teddy Roosevelt. A younger 
character like the daughter Hennie toggles between Yiddish 
and English, and is reluctant to marry a “greenhorn” (or 
“griner” in Yiddish), an immigrant only three years off the 
See “Play” on page 11
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Happy
Chanukah

Wishing the 
community a 

Happy
Chanukah

Bob, Helene, 
Seth and Adam

Philips

Steven & Sandra Malkin and family

We wish you and all of your family 
a year of blessings

May the candles
on our menorahs

light the way
to world peace.

Charles & Paula Rubin and Family
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Tikatevu

Brenda Schlaen, Randy Friedman
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From Colorado, Buff alo, rural PA and NYC...

Our family wishes each & everyone

A Happy Chanukah

Richard & Barbara Simon and       Jethro
Jon, Jessica, Henry, Levi & Jack Simon – Williamsville, NY
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in the Book of Life
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Ronald Sacks & Ilene Pinsker

Happy Passover.
Next year may we all be free!

Ronald Sacks & Ilene Pinsker

From our family
to yours,

Happy Chanukah!
Ronald Sacks & 
Ilene Pinsker
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1 carrot, peeled and shredded
4-5 inches daikon, peeled and shredded (optional)
Oil as needed (i.e. sunflower, canola or peanut)
Sesame seeds, for topping (optional)
Mayonnaise, for topping (optional)
For the okonomiyaki sauce:
½ cup ketchup
¼ cup Worcestershire sauce
2 Tbsp. soy sauce
2 Tbsp. honey or agave syrup, or to taste
1. Start by making the batter. Whisk together the flour, 

starch, baking powder and salt in a large bowl.
2. In a separate bowl, beat the eggs. Add the eggs and 

½ cup of water to the flour mixture. Whisk until smooth. 
You want a fairly thin, crepe batter-like consistency. If you 
find it too thick, add another ¼ cup of water. Try not to 
over-mix; you do not want to overdevelop the gluten. Allow 
the batter to rest in the fridge for 30 minutes to an hour.

3. While the batter is resting, prepare the vegetables. Re-
move the thick core from the cabbage half, then cut the halved 
cabbage in two. Thinly slice or shred the cabbage. Thinly 
slice the green onions. Grate the carrot and daikon if using.

4. Make the okonomiyaki sauce: Combine the ketchup, 
Worcestershire, soy sauce and honey/agave in a bowl. 
Taste and adjust to your liking. The sauce should be tangy, 
savory and a little sweet.

5. Combine the batter with the vegetable mixture.
6. Heat a cast-iron skillet or a nonstick skillet with 

about 3 tablespoons of oil over high heat. Once the oil is 
glistening and hot, lower the heat to medium low and add 
some of the cabbage mixture to the pan, gently nudging it 
into a circle shape. I like to make each pancake with about 
2 cups of the mixture. For me, that makes an ideal-sized 
pancake that isn’t too hard to flip and one that will hold 
together. Cover the skillet with a lid for 3-4 minutes. 
Carefully flip over the pancake, and cover it with a lid for 
an additional 3-4 minutes, or until browned on both sides 
and cooked through. Make sure not to cook on too high 
of a heat or the pancake might burn on the outside while 

Japanese-style latkes for Chanukah
By Sonya Sanford

(The Nosher via JTA) – The Japanese 
word okonomiyaki is derived from two 
words: okonomi, “how you like it,” 
and yaki, “grill.” Okonomiyaki is a 
customizable Japanese savory vegetable 
pancake. Like a latke, it gets cooked in 
oil in a fritter formation. Unlike a latke, 
it’s usually made into a large plate-sized 
pancake comprising mainly cabbage. 

Food historians have linked the rise 
in popularity of okonomiyaki in Japan 
to World War II, when rice was more scarce and this recipe 
offered a filling meal or snack with a wheat-based starch. 
Throughout Japan, there are regional differences and 
countless variations of okonomiyaki, but the most common 
form of the dish involves a batter made of flour, a variety 
of mountain yam, eggs, shredded cabbage, green onion, 
dashi and often the addition of pork belly. It gets topped 
with its own tangy sweet sauce, Japanese mayonnaise and 
bonito flakes (katsuobushi).

I first fell in love with okonomiyaki on a trip to Japan. You 
can find it there in restaurants that specialize in the dish, but 
it’s also something that is prepared in home kitchens. The 
cabbage gets slightly crisp, tender and sweet when seared in 
oil on a flattop or skillet, and then it gets generously slathered 
with an umami-rich sauce, along with a welcome drizzle 
of creamy mayo. The richness, sweetness and tanginess of 
these components all work perfectly together. 

A few months after I returned from Japan, I ended up 
eating at Brooklyn’s Japanese Jewish restaurant, Shalom 
Japan. I didn’t hesitate to order its Jewish-influenced spin 
on okonomiyaki. Shalom Japan is known to top the dish 
with pastrami, or even corned lamb tongue and sauerkraut. 
It became clear there that okonomiyaki, with its base of 
humble cabbage and onion, is a perfect fit on a Jewish 
table. The fried pancake part of it all called out Chanukah.

I am a fan of all pancakes and fritters, and I set out 
to modify the classic Japanese version for a recipe that 
didn’t require access to a specialty food store and could 

be made with kosher ingredients. 
Full disclosure: My version lacks 

authenticity. If you’re going for the real 
deal, you’ll need a batter made with 
an okonomiyaki flour mix or nagaimo 
yam. This special kind of yam is added 
in powdered form to the flour mix or 
is grated fresh into the batter. The top-
pings should include bonito flakes, and 
the batter should be made with dashi. 
These ingredients can be found at most 
Japanese markets. Instead of nagaimo 

yam, my version uses a batter of flour and potato starch, 
and instead of dashi, I use water.

I’ve also included a recipe for homemade traditional 
okonomiyaki sauce that can be made simply with easy-to-
find ingredients, but you can also buy a pre-made bottled 
sauce. You can make these pancakes large-sized and cut 
into wedges like the Japanese do, or slightly smaller a la 
a large latke. I wouldn’t go too small, as the vegetables 
tend to hold together better en masse. 

This recipe doesn’t need to be too exact, and it works as a 
blank canvas for additional vegetables like kale, mushrooms 
and/or daikon. In the spirit of Chanukah, these okonomiyaki 
get cooked in oil, but they are not heavily fried. The oil used 
to fry the okonomiyaki gives a loving nod to the miracle of 
the oil glowing in the Temple for eight days instead of one, 
but the heap of vegetables and addictive sauce make this a 
nutritious and satisfying addition to any Chanukah meal.

Okonomiyaki 
For the pancakes:
¾ cup all-purpose flour or gluten free all-purpose mix
¼ cup potato starch or cornstarch
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. kosher salt
2 large eggs
½ to ¾ cup water
½ shredded green cabbage, about 4½ packed cups
3 green onions, sliced thin, plus more for garnish if 

desired

Japanese-Style Latkes (Photo by Sonya 
Sanford)

See “Latkes” on page 8
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By Cnaan Liphshiz
BUDAPEST (JTA) – The outdoor ice skating 

rink – the largest in Central Europe – in Budapest’s 
city center has been part and parcel of Hungary’s 
Christmas tradition for nearly 150 years. Stretch-
ing across 3.5 acres between Heroes’ Square and 
Vajdahunyad Castle, the Budapest City Park Ice 
Rink draws hundreds of thousands of visitors from 
across the country each winter. They come for 
the Christmas market, the winter festival, and the 
promise of smooth ice and affordable skate rentals.

It’s an enormous and enormously popular at-
traction, so City Park Ice Rink is busy nearly every 
day with the Christmas revelers. Except, however, 
on the first night of Chanukah.

On that evening, the rink is populated with 
hundreds of Jews. They gather to sing Chanukah 
songs as they watch rabbis on skates light a large 
menorah built by EMIH, the local branch of the 
Chabad Chasidic movement. With help from a 
donor in Budapest, they rent the rink for $12,000, 
and distribute sufganiyot and tea to holiday revelers 
who have pre-purchased tickets.

The City Park Chanukah celebration started just over a 
decade ago, and it is unusual in that it’s one of just a few 
places in Europe where the North American “Chanukah 
on ice” tradition has taken root. In the U.S., Chabad rab-
bis organize dozens of Chanukah on ice events each year 
featuring the ceremonial candle lighting, munching on the 
deep-fried Chanukah delicacies and ice skating, with games 
for children and training for the inexperienced.

But in Budapest, the event is part of a broader “coming 
out” of Jewish communities in the former communist bloc, 
where after years of practicing their religion underground, 
Jews are now celebrating Chanukah in very public ways. 

Rabbi Slomo Koves lit a menorah at Chabad Hungary’s Chanukah on ice 
event at Budapest’s City Park Ice Rink on December 6, 2015. (Photo courtesy 
of EMIH)

In Budapest, Chanukah comes out of the shadows and onto 
the ice rink

“Chanukah used to be low key in Budapest, as was every-
thing else connected to Judaism during socialism,” said 
Rabbi Boruch Oberlander, one of the early organizers of 
Budapest’s Chanukah on ice tradition. Back then, Jews 
feared that practicing any religion – and Judaism especially 
– invited persecution.

“But it’s not good for Judaism when things are low 
key,” he added, because it made people leave the tradition. 
Throughout the Soviet sphere of influence, decades of 
religious persecution compounded the Nazi-caused devas-
tation. Unaware or ashamed of their Jewish identity, count-
less Jews in that part of the world assimilated, distanced 

themselves from Judaism and produced children 
that no longer regarded themselves as Jewish.

Against this background, Chanukah has a special 
significance in the post-communist world, said 
Oberlander, a Brooklyn-born rabbi who settled in 
Budapest 28 years ago as an emissary of Chabad. 
Oberlander isn’t just referring to public events at 
ice skating rinks – there’s also the longstanding 
practice of placing Chanukah menorahs on the 
windowsill, specifically for all to see. “Meaning, 
don’t be low key!” he told JTA.

Oberlander, 53, does not skate himself, he said, 
explaining he’s “not very good at it.” But in his 
community, the event is one of the most popular 
because of how it combines seasonal amenities, 
sports and religious ceremony in a fun, fami-
ly-friendly setting.

His interpretation of how Jews should celebrate 
Chanukah is shared by many rabbis all over the 
world – Chabad rabbis, in particular – who stage 
large, public menorah lightings in central squares 
of major cities. New York, for example, boasts 
two such events: The Grand Army Plazas in both 

Manhattan and Brooklyn have been in competition over 
which holds the title of World’s Largest Menorah.

Such displays inspired Jews to think big in Western Eu-
rope, ending decades in which communities traumatized by 
the Holocaust had shunned initiatives that advertise Judaism.

Since 2013 in The Netherlands, for example, the chief 
rabbi has been lifted in a crane (along with the Israeli 
ambassador) to light the first candle of a 36-foot menorah 
built for the Jewish community by Christian Zionists who 
say it is Europe’s largest. In Berlin, a giant menorah is lit 
at the Brandenburg Gate monument.
See “Budapest” on page 8
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remaining raw in the center.
7. Serve hot topped with a generous spread of the 

okonomiyaki sauce, mayo if desired, sliced green onions 
and sesame seeds.

8. Slice and serve.
Sonya Sanford is a chef, food stylist and writer based out 

of Los Angeles who specializes in modern Jewish cooking. 
Follow Sanford at www.sonyasanford.com or on Instagram 
@sonyamichellesanford.

TheNosherfood blog offers an array of new and classic 
Jewish recipes and food news, from Europe to Yemen, from 
challah to shakshuka and beyond. Check it out at www.
TheNosher.com.

Latkes Continued from page 6

Like the massive menorah lightings, Europe’s growing 
Chanukah on ice trend – which this year can be observed 
in Budapest, Moscow and London – also started in the 
United States, where it is occurring this year in locations 
from Wollman Rink in New York’s Central Park, to Houston 
to San Mateo, CA.

In Moscow, the Chanukah on ice event, which began in 
2012, is eclipsed by what may well be the largest celebra-
tion of Chanukah in Europe: the annual gathering of 6,000 
Jews at the State Kremlin Palace for an evening of dance 
and performances, as well as the bestowing of awards to 
communal VIPs. Organizers say the venue is important 
to them for symbolic reasons because it produced some 
of the world’s worst antisemitic policies after the fall of 
Nazi Germany.

In Budapest, the city’s summertime Jewish cultural festival 
is also an example of Jews reclaiming their place in society. 

sion, if I have a son, because then he could be identified as 
Jewish.” She has no children, adding: “I have no thoughts 
of this kind, living a pretty comfortable Jewish life.”

Despite the generational gap it exposes, Fabriczki said 
she and her mother have bonded over the City Park Ice Rink 
Chanukah event. “I’m quite religious, but my mother is not, 
so the Chanukah on ice event is something we can share 
because she likes to ice skate and it’s important for me to 
observe all the Jewish holidays,” Fabriczki said.

For 16-year-old Sara Szalai, Budapest’s Chanukah on ice 
means quality time with her dad, Kalman, who is the manag-
ing director of the Jewish community’s Action and Protection 
Foundation – the local equivalent of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which monitors antisemitic incidents.

Neither are particularly concerned, she said, about 
self-identifying as Jews at the event. “Maybe there are 
people who think this way, but for us it’s not a big issue,” 
said Szalai, who added that she’s a “pretty good” skater.

“It’s usually pretty crowded there, so it’s a rare opportu-
nity to really skate properly on Chanukah without worrying 
about bumping into people,” she said.

The event typically unites Jews across the religious-sec-
ular divide. Chanukah has fewer restrictions than other 
Jewish observances such as Shabbat or Yom Kippur, when 
observant Jews are not allowed to operate machines, travel 
or perform any action classified as work.

In Hungary’s “fractious” Jewish community – where 
interdenominational tensions are rising amid polarizing 
policies undertaken by the nationalist government – the 
Chanukah on ice event offers a rare armistice in which 
the secular, religious, local and Israeli Jews put aside their 
differences for a night of fun.

It’s also, Fabriczki noted, “a chance to see rabbis on skates.”

Budapest Continued from page 7

Rabbi Slomo Koves, right, and an unknown participant 
at Chabad Hungary’s Chanukah on ice event took selfies 
at Budapest’s City Park Ice Rink on December 6, 2015. 
(Photo courtesy of EMIH)

By JNS staff
(JNS) – Two archaeological discoveries with “highly 

symbolic value” dating back to the ancient Jewish kingdoms 
of Israel have been revealed on the eve of Chanukah. Israeli 
archaeologists the week of December 11 disclosed the dis-
covery of an ancient inscription of a seven-branched menorah 
on a large stone slab in the northern Israeli city of Tiberias.

According to archaeologists, the basalt block that features 
the engraving was originally used as a door to a Jewish tomb 
between the 2nd and 4th centuries B.C. The menorah-en-
graved stone was later used as the foundation for a pillar in a 
mosque, and then as a step in a Crusader-era sugar refinery. 

Judafest, which was held for the 10th consecutive year, draws 
thousands of Jews and non-Jews to the historically Jewish 
7th District for sessions, activities and exhibitions connected 
to Jewish cooking, dancing and Yiddish.

But some say there’s something special about the 
Chanukah on ice event, which is held at an iconic location 
with strong ties to the holiday period for all Hungarians. 

“I think it indicates a generational difference in which 
young people our age don’t think twice about participating 
in an event that celebrates, publicly, our Jewish identity,” 
Eszter Fabriczki, 30, a regular at the event, told JTA. “Ho-
locaust survivors passed the fear element to their children, 
but not to their grandchildren.”

Against this background, Fabriczki said her father “is 
freaking out over my wanting to give my son a circumci-

Israeli archaeologists reveal Chanukah-related discoveries on 
eve of holiday

“The stone is engraved in splendor with a seven-branched 
menorah,” said Dr. Katia Cytryn-Silverman of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem’s Institute of Archaeology, who 
oversaw the excavation. 

Additionally, the Israel Antiquities Authority that week 
revealed the discovery of an ancient clay lamp dating back 
2,200 years, to the time when Judah Maccabee fought the 
Greek ruler Antiochus Epiphanes.

A mother and her 7-year-old daughter found the lamp 
during a hike in Israel’s Beit She’an Valley. According to 
archaeologists, the lamp’s discovery proves the existence of 
a Jewish presence in the valley during the Hellenistic period.

At right: On the eve of 
Chanukah, the Israel 
Antiquities Authority 
revealed the discovery 
of the pictured clay lamp 
that dates back 2,200 
years, to the time when 
Judah Maccabee fought 
the Greek ruler Antiochus 
Epiphanes. (Photo by 
I s r a e l  A n t i q u i t i e s 
Authority)
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Move Continued from page 3

New immigrants attended a November conference in 
Jerusalem on affordable communities in Israel. (Photo 
by Yonit Schiller)

access to Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, and 24 percent went to the 
more remote north and south. “Outside of the center of the 
country, you have less expensive housing. You have lots of 
green,” Berger said, “and you have a sense of community.”

In the lobby of a Jerusalem hotel, conference attendees 
moved among tables set up by representatives of the com-
munities from across Israel and exchanged stories about 
life as an immigrant to the country. Many had landed in Tel 
Aviv or Jerusalem and were looking for more affordable 
places to start or expand families.

The conference was part of a joint initiative called Go 
Beyond by Nefesh B’Nefesh and Israel’s Jewish National 
Fund to promote Jewish settlement in the periphery as 
well as Jerusalem.

Katie and Joe, a North America-born couple in their late 
20s, met and married in Israel several years ago. They said 
they plan to have children, and are just about fed up with 
their cramped apartment in this city. “We have a community 
in Jerusalem where like all our friends are there, but it’s 
just not sustainable because we all live in like two-bedroom 
apartments,” said Joe, who asked that he and his wife not 
be identified by their last name. “Nobody wants to live 
like that for the rest of their life.”

“I don’t know anyone who can afford to buy in Tel 
Aviv or Jerusalem,” Katie added. “Even to rent, everyone 
is trying to find a deal. It’s just hard.”

In Tel Aviv, the average three-bedroom apartment costs 
nearly $1 million, and the cost of housing has more than 
doubled in the past decade. And that’s in a country where 

the cost of living is already more than 50 percent higher 
than the average among the 35 countries in the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development, and a home 
costs more than 12 years of pay on average.

But outside the big cities, and even more so in the north 
and south of the country, money goes a lot further. Accord-
ing to Nefesh B’Nefesh, homes can be had in Katzrin, a 
town in the Golan Heights, or Arad, a small city near the 
Negev capital of Beersheba, for a fifth of the price per 
square foot in Tel Aviv, a fourth of the price per square foot 
in Jerusalem. Nefesh B’Nefesh and the government also 
offer special financial incentives to some who choose to 
live in Israel’s so-called periphery, or non-central regions.

While the community representatives, including many 
veteran olim, were quick to talk up their community’s 
affordability, they also touted what they said were other 
benefits of small-town life.

Avigail Buki, a Montreal native, was representing 
Katzrin. She said she and her husband paid just over 
$400,000 for a 1,500 square-foot-house with a backyard 
overlooking the Sea of Galilee. But she said what really 
drew them to the community was its tight-knit religious 
atmosphere, natural surroundings and good Orthodox Jew-
ish schools for their children. “Had we chosen somewhere 
else, we would have to move because Katzrin was exactly 
what we needed,” she said. “People don’t lock doors there.”

Buki’s husband, Yaron, acknowledged that there are 
also downsides to living in the periphery. He noted that it 
can be an hours-long commute to the center of the coun-
try, where many of the best jobs are based, and there are 
relatively few English speakers to talk to. Also, he warned, 
Katzrin is one of the few places in Israel where he could 
be killed by wildlife. “If you want to die by a boar, come 
to Katzrin,” he joked.

But he said the periphery is fast developing, thanks in 
part to government investment, and the unique skills of 
English-speakers are appreciated in communities where 
they are rare. For example, his wife is an English teacher 
at a local high school.

Asked if he saw the fact that the Golan Heights is out-
side Israel’s internationally recognized borders as a plus 
or minus, Buki said neither: “It’s all Israel.”

In fact, many of the communities represented at the 
conference sit beyond Israel’s internationally recognized 
border – in the Golan Heights, eastern Jerusalem and the 
West Bank. Although Jerusalem is the No. 2 destination 
for olim and the most populous city in Israel, it is also 

contested – some parts more than others. Both Israel and 
the Palestinians claim it as their capital, and it has a large 
Arab population in eastern Jerusalem.

“We’re based off what the government of Israel decided 
was a national mission,” a Nefesh B’Nefesh spokesman 
explained.

For their part, Katie and Joe said they had their hearts 
set on a home in uncontested territory, a coming-soon 
neighborhood of the southern city of Kiryat Gat that is 
seeking to attract English-speaking Orthodox Jews like 
them. A four-bedroom, 1,200-square-foot apartment in one 
new building there goes for just over $300,000. Joe would 
be able to get to his marketing job at a Tel Aviv startup 
by train in just over half an hour, faster than his current 
commute from Jerusalem.

Katie enthused that they would live among people with 
similar backgrounds, but within a city that reflects the di-
versity of Israel. As she was speaking, she was interrupted 
by a real estate agent looking for young couples to come to 
Kochav Yaakov, a religious settlement in the West Bank.

“If you’re interested in moving to a good community, 
you should check us out,” he said. “It’s really diverse. 
Everyone’s religious, but it’s all different types.”

After politely hearing out the agent’s pitch, Katie con-
fided that she was not convinced. “I’m sure it’s a lovely 
community. I would love to spend Shabbat there,” she said. 
“But I want my kids to be able to see a bunch of different 
people living in a bunch of different ways, not just the way 
we live. That’s really important to me.”

An Israeli family enjoyed the view of Ayit Falls near the 
Israeli town of Katzrin on the Golan Heights. (Photo by 
David Silverman/Getty Images)
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Congregational Notes

RABBI STEVEN P. NATHAN, JEWISH FELLOWSHIP OF HEMLOCK FARMS

Weekly Parasha
Miketz/Chanukah, Genesis 41:1-44:17

Friday, December 15, light candles .................... 4:14 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 16 ................ 5:15 pm
Friday, December 22, light candles .................... 4:17 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 23 ................ 5:18 pm

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For schedules of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, 
and surrounding communities.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the 
gamut of observance and services are largely dependent on 
the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” 
while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The 
community extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student 
population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local 
adult residences.

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed: Mini courses throughout the year. Adult Hebrew offered 
regularly. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on 
Sundays and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and
Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah 
(eighth-grade and high school) classes will meet at times 
designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, December 15, the zayin class service will 
be held at 6:15 pm.

On Saturday, December 16, Shabbat Yeladim services 
will be held at 11:15 am.

On Sunday, December 17, at 6 pm, the annual Chanu-
kah Latke Party will be held in the social hall. Reservations 
are necessary and can be made by registering online on 
the temple’s website by noon on Friday, December 15. 

In this week’s parasha/Torah portion, Miketz, the saga 
of Joseph and his brothers continues. In the parasha, 
we read Joseph is called before Pharaoh to interpret his 
dreams. Following his successful interpretation of the 
dreams, he is then made second in command to Pharaoh. 
As he predicted, after seven years of plenty, during which 
Egyptians filled their store-houses, the seven years of 
famine began. Eventually, because of the famine in the 
region, Jacob sends Joseph’s brothers to Egypt in order 
to seek food. Only Benjamin, Jacob’s only other son with 
Rachel, remained behind. 

Once his brothers arrive, Joseph hides his true iden-
tity from and “tortures” them – and indirectly his father, 
Jacob – by sending them back to Canaan to bring back 
his youngest brother Benjamin while keeping Simeon 

Joseph and the journey of the ego

hostage. Then, when the brothers return with Benjamin, 
much against Jacob’s wishes, Joseph has his silver goblet 
hidden in Benjamin’s sack and accuses him of stealing it, 
sentencing him to remain as Joseph’s slave.

Though the commentators have discussed and debated 
Joseph’s treatment of his brothers through the centuries, 
I believe we can also view the entire Joseph saga as an 
allegory for the journey of the ego.

When Joseph is filled with pride and hubris, he is 
the personification of the ego. It is the job of the ego to 
obfuscate one’s view of reality and replace the sense of 
union with the One of the Universe with the sense that the 
individual is the only one that matters. Joseph’s time spent 
in the pit and in jail represents the repression or negation 
of the ego. It is in these places of lowliness that Joseph 

sees his connection to others and the universe. It is the 
disappearance of the ego and the emergence of the soul, 
which is not really a “self” at all, but a recognition of the 
Godliness that is within all of us.

Once Joseph is released from the jail and interprets Pha-
raoh’s dreams, he is again elevated. This reminds each of 
us that even when the ego seems to have been obliterated, 
it is still there waiting in the wings to take center stage. 
Yes, in his position as vizier, Joseph helps the land of Egypt 
and is seen as part of God’s plan, but in this allegory this 
stage represents the re-emergence of the ego.

His brothers, representing the forces within and around that 
challenge us on each step on our journey, bring about Joseph’s 
sense of superiority, as well as hatred and revenge, which 
See “Ego” on page 11

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed; Thurs. 
9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bethdavidbinghamton
Shabbat Services:
Friday, December 15 ................................................. 4:15 pm
Shabbat, December 16................................................... 9 am
 ........................................................Mincha after the kiddush
 ...................................................................... Maariv 5:35 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., December 17 ................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Tues., Dec. 18-19 ............................................. 6:50 am
Wed.-Fri., Dec. 20-22...................................................... 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., Dec. 17 ............................................................. 4:20 pm
Mon.-Thurs., Dec.18-21.................................................. 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcordbinghamton@gmail.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, December 15, at 6:30 pm, there will be a 
Shabbat Chanukah Potluck dinner and holiday celebration 
led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell. Dinner is $3 per 
person with a $6 maximum per family. The celebration 
in the social hall will follow with activities and holiday 
refreshments. All are welcome to attend. The Mourner’s 
Kaddish will be said in the social hall for those who are 
observing yahrzeits that week.

On Saturday, December 16, at 9:15 am, there will 
be a Chanukah service, consecration and celebration. 
Hanukkah House Museum will be open from noon-4 pm.

On Sunday, December 17, Hanukkah House Museum 
will be open from noon- 4 pm.

On Tuesday, December 19, Hanukkah House Museum 
will be open from noon- 4 pm. At 6:30 pm, there will be 
an Executive Board meeting; at7:30 pm, there will be a 
full board meeting.

On Thursday, December 21, Hanukkah House Mu-
seum will be open from noon-4 pm.

On Sunday, December 24, Hanukkah House Museum 
will be open from noon-4 pm.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Tuesday and Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Friday, December 15, a Shabbat Chanukah dinner 
and services will be held beginning at 5:30 pm.

On Saturday, December 16, at 9:30 am, services will 
be led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah portion will 
be Genesis 41:1-44:17. The haftarah will be Zechariah 
2:14-4:7. The kiddush sponsor will be Michael Martinez.

On Tuesday, December 19, a Board of Trustees meeting 
will be held at 7 pm.

On Wednesday, December 20, the Hebrew Crash 
Course, session 5, will take place at 7 pm. 

The temple office will be closed Friday-Wednesday, 
December 22-27.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a 
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-a-half weeks or 
more before the date to ensure time to make up a minyan. 
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are all rooted firmly in the ego. The virtues of compassion, 
mercy and love, which are rooted in the soul, are nowhere to 
be found. Joseph, representing the ego, plays games with the 
world and the people around him, seeking to find satisfaction 
in revenge and in retaining the place of prominence.

The other forces working within and upon him, repre-
sented by his brothers, seek a way to access compassion 
and reunite with their source. However, though at first he 
does provide for their physical sustenance through food, 
no spiritual sustenance is to be found – for the ego only 
sustains itself, and no one else. It needs to use all of its 
energy to keep the façade in tact and to protect it from the 
soul, which is always there awaiting the opportunity to 
emerge in all its ersatz glory.

As we end this week’s parasha, the ego is in control and 
subjugating all the forces around it. There is no chance of a 
reunion of the soul with its source, for the ego has separated 
all the parts from the whole and sent Benjamin, the youngest 
child, into exile. Representing innocence. love and joy, Ben-
jamin, the only other child of Joseph’s father and mother, is 
the only conduit by which the soul can find reunion with the 
source. Unfortunately, like his brother Joseph before him, 
he has been imprisoned and cast into the depths,

If our story were to end here, the allegory would certainly 
not leave  one feeling very optimistic. However, we know that 
the story does not end here. But, for now, we are where we are. 
Such is the way of life; in any moment, we know that the ego 
or the soul can be the dominant force in our lives. However, 
no situation is ever permanent. And so we must wait and see 
what the next step of the journey holds in store for us.

As we begin Shabbat with the light of four Chanukah 
candles, let us remember that there are four more candles 
that still remain. Each night the light of God gets brighter 
with each candle, until the chanukiah (menorah) is complete 
ablaze with Divine light.

Each night, when we light the candles, let us also look 
at where our balance of ego and soul is. Tonight, we have 
four candles burning bright and four still unlit. But the 
balance is about to shift. Let us acknowledge the reality 
of where we are and where we are going as we continue 
our Chanukah journey toward making the soul, the Divine 
within us, the center of our lives, instead of the ego, which 
is only about the individual’s desires.

Ego Continued from page 10

The JCC Friendship Club met on December 6. Rabbi 
Rachel Esserman gave us a printout from the computer 
about Chanukah. Bruce Orden, Ann Brillant, Sue Herzog 
and Ada Brummer read aloud several pages about the 
holiday. A discussion ensued about who the Israelites were 
fighting and about the cruse of oil found at the Temple in 
Jerusalem in 164 B.C.E. Sylvia gave a test about the holiday 
(see below). We sang “The Driedel Song.” She also played 
a tape of Chanukah music. There was a picture of Marilyn 
Monroe in the sheets of paper about Chanukah. Some of 
us were surprised to find out that she converted to Judaism 
before marrying Arthur Miller, a Jewish playwright.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia. Ann said the 
blessing over the cookies supplied by the JCC.

On Wednesday, December 20, the members of the 
JCC Friendship Club will meet at the JCC and then walk 
across the road to Brookdale, an assisted living facility. 
We will join the Brookdale residents for their Chanukah 
party. Come join us on Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

Sylvia Diamond
President

Chanukah quiz
1. What is the Chanukah candle holder called?
a) ark
b) megillah
c) menorah
2. What candle lights the other candles?
a) rabbi
b) mother
c) shamash
3. How many candles are lit on the last night of Cha-

nukah?
a) nine 
b) eight 
c) 11
4. What is the Chanukah top called? 
a) yo-yo
b) spinner 
c) dreidel
5. What is the name of the leader of the Maccabean 

Rebellion?
a) Eliazer
b) Judah Maccabee 
c) Simon
6. Why did the Jews rebel against the Syrians?
a) they wanted religious freedom
b) they wanted to eat latkes
c) they wanted to light menorah candles
7. What does Chanukah mean?
a) rebellion
b) dedication
c) lights
Answers: 1. c, 2. c, 3. a, 4. c, 5. b, 6. a, 7. b

Whether you’re moving across town or 
across the country, please e-mail treporter@

aol.com with “Reporter Address change” in 
the subject line, or call 607-724-2360, ext. 254, 
to let The Reporter know about your new 
address.

Moving any time soon?
Or just leaving town for a few months?

Protests Continued from page 1

At right: Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and French 
President Emmanuel 
M a c ro n  m e t  o n 
December 10 at the 
Elysee Palace in Paris. 
(Photo by Avi Ohayon/
GPO)

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made a joint 
appearance with the European Union’s diplomatic chief, 
Federica Mogherini, in Brussels on December 11. (Photo 
by Avi Ohayon/GPO)

In addition to the violent protests in Europe, the conti-
nent’s political leaders roundly opposed President Donald 
Trump’s recent moves on Jerusalem, including his recog-
nition of the city as the Israeli capital and his expression 
of plans to move the U.S. embassy there from Tel Aviv. 

The European Union’s diplomatic chief, Federica 
Mogherini, recently said the Jerusalem policy changes 
might push the Middle East “backwards to even darker 
times than the ones we’re already living in.”

“The European establishment sees in Israel and to a 
lesser extent the United States all that it has left behind 
in its pursuit of Kantian perpetual peace, so it responds 
furiously to their cooperation,” Daniel Pipes, president of 
the Middle East Forum think tank, told JNS. 

During a joint press conference on December 10 with 
French President Emmanuel Macron, Netanyahu said Israel 
“has provided valuable intelligence to many countries in 
Europe and many countries outside Europe, that has pre-
vented dozens of horrible terrorist attacks, some of which 
unfortunately [the French people] have suffered.

“We fight together in this fight against barbarism and 
you’re a principle leader in that fight,” he told Macron. 
“Across the Middle East as well, your efforts in Lebanon 
are to be commended; your efforts to prevent the spread 
of Iranian aggression are to be commended.”

The Israeli leader acknowledged that he and Macron 
don’t “agree on everything,” but are “working on it.” 
Macron called Trump’s Jerusalem recent policy changes 
“regrettable” and said the city’s status should be determined 
through negotiations. 

Macron has also agreed to work with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan to pressure the U.S. to reassess its 
recognition of Jerusalem. 

“Paris is the capital of France. Jerusalem is the capital 
of Israel. It’s been the capital of Israel for 3,000 years. 

It’s been the capital of the Jewish state for 70 years. We 
respect your history and your choices, and we know that 
as friends, you respect ours,” Netanyahu told the French 
president, adding that “we should give peace a chance, by 
bringing things to their historical truth, by opening up the 
possibility of renewed negotiations.”

Following his stop in France, Netanyahu visited Brussels 
for a meeting with all 28 foreign ministers of EU member 
states. “It has been 22 years since an Israeli prime minister 
has held such a meeting,” Netanyahu noted, adding that he 
ascribes “great importance to Europe,” but will not accept 
the continent’s “double standard” on Israel.

“I hear voices from there condemning President Trump’s 
historic statement, but I have not heard condemnations of 
the rockets fired at Israel or the terrible incitement against 
it,” Netanyahu said, adding, “I am not prepared to accept 
this hypocrisy, and as usual at this important forum, I will 
present Israel’s truth without fear and with head held high.”

Pipes said that European governments “would love to 
tear into Israel for the embassy move. Trouble is, Israel 
had little to do with this event, so there’s not much they 
can do except bluster in impotent rage.” 

On December 11, Netanyahu said during a joint ap-
pearance with the EU’s Mogherini, “I believe that all or 
most of the European countries will move their embassies 
to Jerusalem, recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, and 
engage robustly with us for security, prosperity and peace.”

Several weeks before the events surrounding Jerusalem 
and Europe’s reaction, Israel said it would bar the entry of sev-
en European officials due to their efforts to promote boycotts 
of the Jewish state. The officials, who are all French, were part 
of a larger delegation of 20 European dignitaries scheduled 
to visit Israel and the disputed territories from November 
19-23. They had announced that one of the primary goals of 
the trip was to meet Barghouti, the high-profile Palestinian 
terrorist serving five life sentences in Israeli prison, as well 
as to offer support for other Palestinian prisoners.

Breaking rank with Europe’s broad condemnation of 
America’s moves on Jerusalem, the Czech Republic on 
December 6 recognized the western part of the city – areas 
controlled by Israel before the 1967 Six-Day War – as the 
Israeli capital. On December 9, Czech President Milos 
Zeman doubled down on the move, accusing EU member 
states of being “cowards” for not supporting U.S. recog-
nition of Jerusalem.

Barring a shift in the European political landscape, such 
as anti-immigration parties coming to power, Pipes believes 
Israel-Europe relations “will continue to deteriorate.”

boat. This is the immigrant’s anxiety: eager to fit in, and 
sometimes disdainful of newer immigrants who remind 
them of their vulnerability.

It’s impossible to watch a struggling family crowded 
into a small apartment, speaking a “foreign” language, 
and not be reminded of the different families, from other 
countries, who would replace them. This is a play about 
immigrant dreamers meeting a harsh reality. The Yiddish 
in this “Awake and Sing!” makes it a more particular story 
and, Odets would no doubt kvell, a more universal one.

Play Continued from page 5
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Abbas announces withdrawal from all peace 
agreements with Israel since Oslo

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas said on Dec. 13 that the Palestinians 
are withdrawing from all peace agreements with Israel since the 1993 Oslo Accords.  Ab-
bas’ comments came during a special meeting of the 57-member Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation in Istanbul that was convened in response to U.S. recognition of Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital. The P.A. president said he would refuse any future U.S. involvement 
in the peace process and threatened that there will be “no peace or stability” in the region 
until Jerusalem is recognized as the Palestinian capital. “We will tell the Israelis that we 
are no longer committed to any agreement from Oslo until today,” he said, adding that 
the P.A. would push for full membership in the United Nations, where the Palestinians 
currently have non-member observer state status. “We agreed with America we would 
not join international institutions on the condition that American does not transfer its 
embassy, does not initiate any action against our office in Washington and orders Israel 
to freeze settlement building,” Abbas said. 
Israel expects insufficient winter rainfall as Sea of 
Galilee nears historically low level

Israel’s Meteorological Service has forecasted that the country should anticipate in-
sufficient rainfall this winter. The Israeli prediction – which is based upon assessments 
of December’s weather forecast as well as European weather models – comes as the 
Sea of Galilee (also known as the Kinneret), Israel’s largest freshwater lake and primary 
water source, approaches a historically low water level. Based upon weather models used 
by the European Center for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts, the Jewish state has a 
64.7-percent chance of insufficient rainfall during the country’s primary rainy season of 
December through February. Israel’s Water Authority warned in October that the Sea of 
Galilee is critically low and in danger of reaching its “lowest level ever recorded.” As of 
that month, the sea was 703 feet below sea level, just a few feet above the historical low 
of 705 below sea level measured in 2001 – beneath the water source’s so-called “black 
line.” When water levels in the Sea of Galilee cross below the black line, severe ecolog-
ical complications can irreversibly contaminate the water and disrupt the lake’s fragile 
ecosystem. The situation in the Sea of Galilee has deteriorated in recent years as Israel’s 
north faces an ongoing drought. Israel has invested substantially in water conservation, 
reclamation and desalination technologies, allowing the Jewish state to “significantly 
reduce” its use of water from the Sea of Galilee.

Hamas vows attacks in “coming days” after rocket fire 
into Israel, IDF retaliation

The IDF attacked several of the Hamas terror group’s positions in the northern Gaza 
Strip on the night of Dec. 11, after several rockets were launched from the territory at 
the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon. The IDF tweeted that it “holds the Hamas terror 
organization accountable for this hostile act originating in the Gaza Strip.” Following 
the retaliatory Israeli strikes, Hamas warned that “the enemy must be afraid and know 
it will pay a price for breaking the rules of engagement with the Gaza resistance. ...The 
coming days will prove the enormity of the enemy’s mistake and miscalculation as 
to the resistance’s willpower,” the Gaza-ruling terror group threatened. The rockets 
from Gaza were fired over Ashkelon around midnight and set off Code Red sirens in 
the city as well as in several other Israeli communities in the vicinity of Gaza, includ-
ing Berekhya, Hodaya, Mash’en, Nir Yisrael, Beit Shikma, Bat Hadar, Ge’a, Zikim, 
Karmia, and Yad Mordechai. One of the rockets was intercepted by the Israel’s Iron 
Dome missile defense system. Explosions were heard in the area, but no injuries or 
damage were reported. The Dec. 11 nighttime rocket fire from Gaza followed a sim-
ilar incident early that morning in which a rocket fired from the territory exploded in 
an open area in Israel’s Eshkol Regional Council. The week of Dec. 8, Hamas called 
for a violent uprising in response to President Donald Trump’s Dec. 6 recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.
Putin announces withdrawal of Russian troops from 
Syria

During a surprise visit to Syria on Dec. 11, Russian President Vladimir Putin or-
dered Moscow’s troops to begin withdrawing from the war-torn nation. Putin made 
the announcement from Russia’s Hmeymim air base in Syria’s Latakia Province, 
officially concluding Moscow’s two-year military campaign in support of President 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime. “The task of fighting armed bandits here in Syria, a task 
that it was essential to solve with the help of extensive use of armed force, has for the 
most part, been solved and solved spectacularly,” Putin said, commending the troops 
for ostensibly defeating the Islamic State terror group. Putin also reportedly stated 
that the Hmeymim air base and a Russian naval facility at the Syrian port of Tartous 
would remain in the country. In October, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
visited Israel for discussions on Iran and security coordination in Syria. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told Shoigu that the Jewish state “will not allow” an 
Iranian military buildup in Syria.
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