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In My Own Words

The post on Facebook asked: What would you do with 
$2 million? I was too embarrassed by my first reaction 
to post my answer, which was “buy into a senior center 
with continuum care.” For those unfamiliar with the term, 
continuum care centers offer everything from independent 
living through assisted living to a nursing home, and guar-
antee you a place even if your ability to function declines. 
I’m 62 years old with no children, so it’s not too early to 
start thinking about what happens if I can’t take care of a 
house, or take care of myself.

Many of my older friends are either facing health chal-
lenges or their spouses are in decline. When thinking about 
their problems, what comes to mind is that things are not 
going to get better. In fact, they will only get worse. That’s 
a really difficult thing to say to people, but it’s a truth that 
must be faced in order to make the difficult and painful 
decisions that are ahead.

Think about what this means. For example, what 
happens when a person can no longer drive? Should 

What would you do with....
they walk to the grocery store? Even if there is a grocery 
store within walking distance (and there aren’t that many 
in Broome County), the person may no longer have the 
physical ability to do that. Clean the house, do the wash, 
bathe yourself when you can’t lift your leg to get into the 
tub – these are only a few of the problems we may all 
face. What happens if a person starts failing mentally? 
Then help will be needed to make certain medicine gets 
taken correctly, meals are prepared and eaten – the list 
goes on and on and on.

I’ve dealt with some of these issues – when members 
of my family had difficulties and as a student chaplain in a 
nursing home. Some people flourish in assisted living or in 
nursing homes; they enjoy being around people after lonely 
lives where they saw no one for days at a time. Others find 
it impossible to cope and long for familiar surroundings. 
There is no one way to help people because each individual 
may want – or rather, need – something different to feel 
they are still a functioning human being.

So, I think ahead for myself, but it can be difficult 
to plan. The biggest problem is that no one knows how 
long they will live. My father lived until his mid-80s. My 
mother turned 92 this year. On the other hand, my mother’s 
sister died at 56 and my father’s father died in his 60s. 
It’s impossible to predict what my life span will be. But 
that doesn’t stop me from thinking ahead and sometimes 
reverting to a daydream I had in college – gathering my 
friends in a nursing home that would be like living in the 
dorm we once shared. However, we are now spread over 
several states and they have children and spouses, so it’s 
unlikely that daydream would now come true. 

What will I do? I’m still not sure, although looking at 
some beautiful senior living centers in this area have shown 
they are far too pricey for me. Yet, the day may not be far 
off when I will have to make a decision. What I hope is to 
keep a positive attitude about any changes that have to be 
made. Like the biblical Abraham told to leave his home, 
seniors also face life in an unknown land.

By Rabbi Moshe Shmaryahu
On Chanukah, the feast of the lights, each child knows 

the sentence: “Each one is a small light, and we are all a 
strong light.” This is a strong and empowering sentence 
that sometimes gets lost in dancing and other Chanukah 
activities held in kindergarten and in class, and it is important 
to dwell on it and explain it to our children.

In general, Chanukah (chet nun kaf hey) has significant 
meaning for speech and education. From the beginning, 
the holiday is derived from the Hebrew root chet nun kaf 
(which also means education), and the fact that, for eight 
days in a row, family and friends gather for a few sacred 
(koph dalet vav shin) moments during a weekday. This 
enables us as parents and educators to talk and impart to 
our children values and ideas that can take the signifi-
cance of this holiday one step further beyond doughnuts 
and dreidels.

So we have eight days and in each of them about 15 
minutes of keshev – attention – which makes this an op-
portunity to think about eight alternative blessings that can 
be used when lighting Chanukah candles:

Alternative blessings for Chanukah
 � First candle: “Be like the light” – Try to be positive, 

intelligent, supportive, open and accepting, and a little less 
judgmental and critical toward one another, and toward 
yourself.

 � Second candle: “Spread the light around you” – Just as 
a stone can produce ripples in water, and even the smallest 
candle can produce light and heat, your positivity will seep 
through you easily, do not limit it.

 � Third candle: “Surround yourself with light” – Some-
times, all it takes to expel the darkness is to demand the 
light. If we ask ourselves positive things and surround 
ourselves with positive people, darkness will become less 
and less legitimate in our lives and in general.

 � Fourth candle: “Know to find the light even in the dark 
places” – The light is always there, but sometimes you 
have to look for it. It is easy to decide that there is no good 
way to look at a situation, but here we are measured by 
our ability to strengthen ourselves and the environment. 
Optimism is the name of the game.

 � Fifth candle: “Speak in language and in terms of light” – 
Language and speech affect how we feel and how we make 

others feel. We have a treasure of beautiful and respectful 
words. And even if sometimes we find it difficult to find 
something good to say, you can always think how we would 
want to hear things. A more pleasant word will make the 
environment feel more pleasant, so why not use it?

 � Sixth candle: “Cooperate with others to produce a solid 
light” – Forward news of positivity, of a good and clean 
language. The fact that we are light and the fact that our 
environment is light can become a real force. Everyone is 
or kayan (a small light), but all of us are or etan (strong 
light). Our strength is when we are together. 

 � Seventh candle: “Remember that you are our light” – We 
have to remember to tell them that. It sometimes seems 
obvious to us that people we love know we love them, but 
it’s also important to say so.

 � Eighth candle: “Remember to say to those you love that 
they are also your light” – So they could say it back to you.

Rabbi Moshe Shmaryahu is the head of Judaic studies 
at Hillel Academy of Broome County. He dedicated this 
article “with love and admiration for my students, parents 
and fellow teachers at Hillel Academy.”

From Rome to Charlottesville, a statue is never 
just a statue

By Steven Fine
(JTA) – French historian Pierre Nora spent his life 

describing and explaining “places of memory,” sites 
commemorating significant moments in the history of a 
community that continue to resonate and transform from 
generation to generation.

For the French Republic, the Arc de Triomphe is one such 
“place of memory.” Begun by Napoleon and completed in 
1836, the Arc is a place of French pride and memory, where 
war dead from the Revolution to the present are recalled 
and military triumph exalted.

Part of the power of this central place of memory resides 
in the architecture itself. The Arc de Triomphe is a larger 
version of another triumphal arch, the Arch of Titus. This 
arch, located on the Sacred Way in the ancient center of 
Imperial Rome, commemorates the victory of the Roman 
general Titus in the Jewish War of 66-74 C.E.

Built circa 82 C.E., its deeply carved reliefs show 
the general, soon emperor, parading through Rome in a 
triumphal procession. The spoils of the Jerusalem Temple, 
including its menorah, are borne aloft by Roman soldiers. 
Napoleon and those who came after him borrowed the 
design of this Roman triumphal arch, transferring the 

glory of Rome to the French nation.
Subsequent events have complicated the meaning of the 

arch, which was intended to commemorate French military 
prowess. French victory in World War II, for example, was 
hardly unequivocal. Hitler did, after all, celebrate his own 
victory there, and France did not exactly emerge victorious by 
its own power. One of the more enduring photographs of the 
liberation shows American troops marching under the arch.

The Arch of Titus, too, is a complex monument whose 
meaning shifted over time. Titus had not defeated a foreign 
power, but put down a pesky rebellion by a small prov-
ince. For Christians, the Arch became a place to celebrate 
Christian triumph over Judaism and the imperial power 
of the Catholic Church. For Jews, the arch was a symbol 
for their own defeat and exile, even as some took solace 
by claiming that its magnificence was proof that Israel 
had once been a “powerful nation” and formidable foe.

In modern times, the Arch of Titus became a symbol 
both of newfound Jewish rootedness in Europe and a 
place of pilgrimage where Jews, religious and not, could 
proclaim, “Titus you are gone, but we’re still here. Am 
Yisrael chai.” Or as Freud put it, “The Jew survives it!” 
Where once Mussolini had celebrated the Arch as part of 

the heritage of fascism, Jews after the war assembled there 
to demand a Jewish state. Others imagined exploding the 
Arch and thus taking final retribution against Titus for his 
destruction of Jerusalem. Instead, the state of Israel took 
the Arch back unto itself, basing the design for its state 
symbol on the menorah carved into its surface.

I tell these stories of Paris, Rome and Jerusalem as 
parallels to debate that has been intensified following the 
horrible events in Charlottesville. The sculptural tributes 
to the Civil War, North and South, are still living places of 
memory. Whether in the Soldiers and Sailors Monument 
in Brooklyn, also modeled on the Arch of Titus, or in the 
thousands of statues across America, the Civil War is very 
much with us.

Each place and time since then has thought about and 
reimagined the war – “The War of the Rebellion” to many 
Northerners, “The War of Northern Aggression” to some in the 
South – in complex and differing ways. The meanings of these 
places of memory are not stable. They shift and transform as 
essential elements of our social fabric and civil religion from 
generation to generation. Conflicting visions often inhere in 
the same sculpture, much as Jews and Classicists often “see” 
See “Statue” on page 6
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Temple Concord’s Hanukkah House Museum, a seasonal 
teaching museum in the Kilmer Mansion, 9 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton, will be open through Thursday, December 
28, on Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays from noon-4 pm 
and Thursdays from 4-8 pm.

The 2017 theme, “Food for Thought: Exploring Jewish 
Food from Around the World,” will feature displays of a 
variety of Jewish foods and their origins. “Discover what 
Jewish cuisine means and learn how it exists in all corners 
of the world,” said Hanukkah House organizers.

Information from the 2014 Kilmer mansion and family 
exhibits will also be on display. The mansion was purchased 

Hanukkah House Museum now open
by Temple Concord shortly after the temple was established 
in 1950. It was designed and built in 1898 in the Italian 
Renaissance and Queen Anne styles.

Additional exhibits will include information about the 
historic aspect of Chanukah, with the story of the holiday 
told in fabric, words, movies, a diorama and hands-on 
activities. There will be displays of dreidels, menorahs 
and yarmulkes. There will be a “Kid’s Place” and Bobbie 
King’s dollhouses will return again this year.

The Judaic Gift Shop, featuring a wide selection of 
Judaica for Chanukah needs and other life cycle celebra-
tions, will be open during museum hours except Saturdays.

Club leaders and teachers are welcome to schedule a 
field trip for groups of any size to the museum. Tours can 
be scheduled mornings, afternoons or evenings by contact-
ing Carol Herz at 222-7144. Admission to the museum is 
free. A non-perishable food donation to CHOW would be 
appreciated. Questions may be sent to Hanukkah.House.
Museum@gmail.com.

Community Chanukah Celebration 
at the JCC on Dec. 13 

The annual Community Chanukah Celebration, which 
is being co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Center 
and the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, will 
take place at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, on 
Wednesday, December 13, from 5:15-7 pm.

The evening will begin with the Chanukah torch walk 
during which children and teens from the community will 
lead a procession of lights from the entrance of Temple 
Israel’s parking lot to the front of the JCC. There will be a 
brief ceremony with music and recitations, after which there 
will be performances by the JCC Early Childhood Center 
and Hillel Academy, as well as a showing of the annual 
community Chanukah video, all in the JCC’s Auditorium. 

The torch walk will take place from 5:15-5:30 pm, 
followed by entertainment from 5:30-6 pm, at which time 
the food buffet will open. Food tickets will be sold for 
$8 per person, $6 for seniors and children, with a family 

Teens from the community held torches at last year’s opening 
ceremony for the Community Chanukah Celebration.

The Chabad Center will host its annual Shabbat Chanu-
kah family dinner on Friday, December 15, at the Center, 
420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal. The program is open to all 
community members, singles, couples and families, free 
of charge. 

“Individuals who have family in from out of town are 
welcome to bring their guests to join the Binghamton 
mishpachah for this Shabbat dinner,” said Rivkah Slonim. 

The evening will begin with Chanukah menorah and 
Shabbat candle lighting at 4 pm, which will be followed 
by a short class on the Chanukah holiday. Services will 
commence at 4:45 pm and will be followed by a full-course, 

For many years, on Christmas Day, the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Binghamton placed volunteers in the community 
to deliver Meals on Wheels or to visit adult care facilities. 
This year, opportunities are available for people wanting 
to volunteer on Monday, December 25, delivering meals 
through the Bandera Family Christmas.

Temple Israel will hold a Shabbat Chanukah dinner on 
Friday, December 15. The evening’s celebration will begin 
at 5:30 pm with a musical Kabbalat Shabbat service con-
ducted in song and prayer; dinner will follow immediately 
after the service. 

More community singing in honor of both Shabbat and 
Chanukah will be enjoyed during the dinner. The dinner will 
feature holiday foods prepared by a Sisterhood Culinary 
Committee and Rabbi Eliav Bock. The cost of the meal 
will be $10 per adult and $8 per child.

All those planning to attend are urged to make reser-
vations and payment arrangements well in advance of 
Shabbat by contacting Tammy Kunsman at the temple 
office at 723-7461 or titammy@stny.twcbc.com.

Operation Brotherhood
Roz Antoun, director of Jewish Family Service, has been 

in touch with the coordinator of the home delivery volun-
teers. She is available to take your calls, provide information 
and pass your names on to those who are responsible for 
the program. Those interested in volunteering should call 
Antoun at 724-2332 for additional details.

maximum of $28, and will include holiday food and more. 
There will be games, face painting and arts and crafts, as 
well as dreidels and chocolate gelt while they last. 

Reservations are appreciated and can be made by calling 
the JCC office at 724-2417.

Chabad Center to host annual Shabbat 
Chanukah family dinner on Dec. 15 

home-cooked Shabbat dinner at 5:30 pm. Participants can 
join at whatever point in the program suits them. Hospitality 
is being offered to those who want to remain at the Chabad 
Center for the entire Shabbat.

“Every year, this is an absolutely lovely evening. All 
of us truly feel like family as we celebrate together. We 
eagerly anticipate another wonderful time this year,” said 
Rabbi Aaron Slonim. 

To make reservations for the dinner, write to aslonim@
Jewishbu.com or call the Chabad office at 797-0015. Do-
nations are welcome and can be sent to Chabad before or 
after Shabbat. 

TI Shabbat Chanukah 
Dinner on Dec. 15
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

No matter how much someone tries, it’s impossible to 
escape the past and that includes the events that influenced the 
lives of our parents and grandparents. Even deliberately doing 
something different from prior generations is itself a reaction 
to history, as is embracing the past to define oneself. Three 
recent memoirs offer very different explorations of family 
histories, including a discussion of trauma by the child of a 
Holocaust survivor, the story of a non-Jewish woman who 
marries into a family of survivors and the musings provided 
by the grandson of a woman who not only survived World 
War II, but escaped Communist Hungary.

“Survivor Café” 
Elizabeth Rosner has difficulty with the way the word 

survivor is currently being used. Her parents lived through 
World War II and the Holocaust so when the word is de-
fined in other ways – for example, when Rosner is called 
a cancer survivor – it strikes her as somehow off. In fact, 
even her mother never self-identified as a survivor because 
she was never placed in a concentration camp. The idea of 
surviving horrific events is the theme of Rosner’s “Survivor 
Café: The Legacy of Trauma and the Labyrinth of Mem-
ory” (Counterpoint), which explores the legacy not only 
of those directly affected by a traumatic event, but their 
descendants. She speaks about a wide variety of traumas, 
from slavery to the Holocaust to Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
to the Killing Fields of Cambodia, to name only a few.

The most interesting sections of “Survivor Café” focus 
on the latest research about trauma, which suggests that 
trauma can be physically passed from one generation to 
the next. The environmental change – the traumatic event 

Living with the memories of generations past

or its after-effects, also known as post-traumatic distress 
– creates changes in people’s biochemistry and neurology, 
which in turn affects the children born to them. This is 
true even if the mother herself is not the one traumatized; 
living with someone with PTSD can affect her children. 
For example, the research quoted by the author notes that 
children born to Holocaust survivors have less cortisol 
than control groups; this hormone helps regulate a body’s 
stress response, which means the children – and perhaps 
grandchildren – of survivors are less able to deal with 
stressors. Exactly how this works, and if anything can be 
done to prevent these problems from passing through the 
generations, is still being researched. However, Rosner 
believes it explains physical and psychological feelings 
experienced by many children of Holocaust survivors.

Also of interest were the chapters that focused on the 
three trips Rosner took with her father to Germany. Each 
trip was a very different emotional experience. Rosner was 
the primary force for the first visit. Her father has such 
difficulty before and during that trip that she’s surprised 
when he decides to bring the entire family on the second 
visit. Rosner’s mother, though, finds ways to recuse herself 
from the more emotional parts of their travels. The final 
trip takes place after her mother’s death and includes the 
extended family as the invited guests of the German gov-
ernment for a 70th anniversary event.

In addition, Rosner discusses a wide variety of horrific and 
traumatic events that have taken place over the centuries, and 
tries to understand thems in term of the current research on 
trauma. While each section is well written, the material can 

be painful to read. Also, unfortunately, the many disparate 
parts of her book don’t jell into a cohesive whole. What is 
clear is the pain that Rosner feels and how she wishes there 
was some way to heal those who have suffered. Her ending 
does not suggest a way to solve the problem: in fact, she notes 
the only change that will occur is that our memories will fade 
beneath new examples of man’s inhumanity to his fellow man.

“Jumping Over Shadows”
Annette Gendler found herself in an unexpected posi-

tion in 1985: this young German woman fell in love with 
a Jewish man, the son of Holocaust survivors. Neither 
figures their relationship will work: Harry because his par-
ents will resist him marrying outside his faith and Annette 
because of her family history – an aunt whose marriage to 
someone Jewish as the Nazis rose to power portrayed just 
how difficult an intermarriage can be. Yet, as she shows in 
“Jumping Over Shadows: A Memoir” (She Writes Press), 
sometimes love can prevail.

The memoir is actually a double love story, as Annette’s 
relationship with Harry makes her want to learn more her 
own family’s history and what they did during World War II. 
What makes Annette’s marriage possible – or at least more 
acceptable to Harry’s parents – is that she converts to Judaism 
and has since kept a Jewish home. Annette also develops an 
understanding of antisemitism, particularly the casual kind, 
as she becomes more involved with Harry. This results in 
some changes in friendships and, in one case, a friendship lost.

“Jumping Over Shadows” is easy to read because An-
nette’s writing is dispassionate. It’s not that she’s lacking 
See “Past” on page 6
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Binghamton, NY 13904. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________

HQW&S, LLC -  NOTICE OF 
FORMATION OF LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of HQW&S, 
LLC filed with the NYS Secretary of 
State (NYSS) on 11/06/2017. Office 
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent for service of 
process against it. NYSS shall mail 
process to 210 N. Nanticoke Avenue, 
Endicott,  NY 13760. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: AATHC, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
October 3, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

H&B RENTALS, LLC -  NOTICE 
OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of H&B 
RENTALS, LLC f i led wi th the 
NYS Secretary of State (NYSS) 
on 11/08/2017. Office of LLC is in 
Broome County. NYSS designated as 

 Street, Vestal, NY 13850.

5.  The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Jeffrey L.
 McKinney LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 1, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 3849 Gardner
 Road, Binghamton, New York
 13903.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Oak Tree 
Capital, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/06/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Wednesday Night Games, LLC filed 
Art. of Org. w/ Sec’y of State (SSNY) 
on 9/12/17. Office in Broome Cty. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served & 
shall mail process to PO Box 902, 
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose:Any 
lawful purpose
______________________

The Eleventh State Properties 
LLC -  NOTICE OF FORMATION 

OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of The 
Eleventh State Properties LLC filed 
with the NYS Secretary of State 
(NYSS) on 10/30/2017. Office of 
LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent for service 
of process against it. NYSS shall 
mail process to 102 Bevier Street, 

______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Firehouse Holdings, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was November 21, 2017. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Lewis Gray, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 11/07/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 325 Death Valley Rd., Johnson 
City, NY 13790.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of RPE Homes, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 11/09/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 343, Johnson 
City, NY 13790.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

G & B BREWING, LLC -  NOTICE 
OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of G & 
B BREWING, LLC filed with the 
NYS Secretary of State (NYSS) 
on 11/29/2017. Office of LLC is in 
Broome County. NYSS designated 
as agent for service of process 
against it. NYSS shall mail process 
to 72 Lewis Road, Binghamton, 
NY 13905. Business purpose: any 
lawful activity
______________________

Notice of Formation of 3310 East 
Main Street, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/10/17.  Office location: Broome 
Co.  SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: The LLC, 3630 
Montebello Street, Santa Ynez, 
CA 93460.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.

agent for service of process against 
it. NYSS shall mail process to 210 
N. Nanticoke Avenue, Endicott, NY 
13760. Business purpose: any lawful 
activity
______________________

Notice of Formation of 607 Rentals, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/26/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
18 Timberland Dr., Binghamton, NY  
13903.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Vestal Dental 
Associate, PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/26/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 533 Clayton Ave., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: to practice the 
profession of Dentistry.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Zacharias 
Funeral Home LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/27/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 78 Second St., Deposit, 
NY  13754.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Moonbeam’s and Dolliewinkie’s, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was November 9, 2017. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. 
Mead, 80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of a Limited 
Liability Company. Name: Vrushiv, 
LLC. Purpose is to engage in any 
lawful activity. Office location is 
Broome County. Articles of Org. filed 
with NY Secretary of State (NYSS) on 
August 29, 2017. NYSS is designated 
as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served; NYSS shall mail 
service of process against the LLC 
served upon it to: 2409 Charleston 
Ave., Vestal, NY 13850.

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is
 SEVASTOULA 123 LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is October 25,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 7806 13TH
 Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
 11228.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
KAM Realty Partners, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/18/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Lumpkin &
 Sons LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is October 31,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 329 Oak
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Dr. Jerry Schwartz

Dr. Jerry Schwartz to discuss aliyah at BD luncheon
By Dora E. Polachek

On Saturday, December 9, Beth David’s 
Luncheon Speaker series will feature Dr. 
Jerry Schwartz, a local geriatric physician, 
who will speak on “Considering Aliyah: A 
Physician’s Perspective.” 

Schwartz, a Binghamton geriatrician, 
recently went on an exploratory trip to 
Israel. Last March, he visited hospitals, 
spoke with colleagues and received a 
glimpse of Israeli medicine in general and 
geriatrics in particular.  He learned about 
the processes of aliyah itself, absorption 
and obtaining an Israeli medical license 

Chanukah Festival and Book Fair in Ithaca on Dec. 10

At right: The 
Ithaca College 
K l e z m o r i m 
p e r f o r m e d 
dur ing  the 
C h a n u k a h 
Fest ival  in 
2016.

On Sunday, December 10, from 9 am-3 
pm, Temple Beth-El, Ithaca, will hold its 
annual Chanukah Festival and Jewish Book 
Fair in anticipation of the holiday, which 
will begin this year on the evening of Tues-
day, December 12. The temple is located 
at the corner of Court and Tioga streets in 
downtown Ithaca. 

“Drop in and you’ll find a lively indoor 
market where the scents of holidays foods 
mingle with the melodies of a special hol-
iday concert and the beauty of handmade 
gifts for sale,” said organizers of the event. 
The main attractions are a day-long holiday 
crafts fair and Jewish book fair.

Gifts for sale are all by local artists 
and include jewelry, textiles, ceramics, 
air plants, honey and other apiary prod-
ucts. “Tom Roach will be present, selling 

By Paula Rubin
The next Beth David Sister-

hood meeting will take place 
on Wednesday, December 13, 
the second night of Chanukah, 
at 7 pm, at the synagogue, 39 
Riverside Dr., Binghamton. 
As a tribute to the holiday, the 
program will feature musical 
entertainment by Rabbi Moshe 
Shmaryahu and friends who 
will sing a selection of songs, 
“Mizmor Shir.” Members of 
the audience will be invited to sing along 
with certain selections.

Shmaryahu is a cantor who sings with 
the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, serves 
as a cantor at Beth David Synagogue 
during the High Holidays, in Prague 
during Passover and at other official 
events. He also shares his “lyrical tenor 
voice” with the children he teaches at 

Rabbi Moshe 
Shmaryahu

his much acclaimed pottery,” organizers 
said. “Laurie Ament and Nancy Crane 
are also returning artist participants. 
Naama and Gil Menda return with their 
delicious honey.”

At 12:30 pm, Max Buckholtz and friends 
will provide a Chanukah concert for all 

ages. Woven into the concert will be the 
telling of a holiday story. From 1:30-3 pm, 
families and young people can enjoy craft 
activities. “Make a gift to take home for a 
loved one!” organizers said.

The book fair will offer many different 
types of books, seeking to appeal to var-

ied Jewish interests. Volunteers from the 
Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El selected 
the books and worked with Buffalo Street 
Books to provide access to volumes 
rarely found in local bookstores. Genres 
covered include fiction, non-fiction, 
cookbooks and books for grade school, 
middle and young adult readers. 

The event is free, open to the public and 
fun for people of all ages. “You are invited 
to enjoy the festivities, learn about Jewish 
culture and perhaps find the perfect holiday 
gift,” organizers said. 

The Annual Chanukah Festival is sup-
ported this year by the Temple Beth-El 
and Congregation Tikkun v’Or. For further 
information, contact Temple Beth-El at 273-
5775 or 257-9924, or visit the synagogue’s 
website at www.tbeithaca.org.

and subspecialty recognition, 
and the prospects of finding 
work in Israel.

An internist and geriatrician 
with United Health Services, 
Schwartz is the medical direc-
tor of Bridgewater Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing in 
Binghamton. Originally, from 
New Jersey, he completed his 
undergraduate degree at the Uni-
versity of Rochester and medical 
school at the University of Burgundy in 
Dijon, France. He then trained in internal 

medicine in New York City, 
finishing at Montefiore Medical 
Center. After 16 years in private 
practice in New Jersey, he moved 
to the Binghamton area in 2002. 
He has two sons who live locally. 

“Most of us realize that 
whether or not to go to Israel 
to live and work is complex,” 
says Schwartz. “I look forward 
to sharing my personal thoughts 
and feelings that led to this trip 

and to answering any questions those at the 
luncheon may have.” 

Beth David’s luncheon speaker series 
takes place the second Saturday of the month 
after Shabbat morning services, and is open 
to the community. There is no charge for 
the luncheon, but Beth David welcomes 
donations to the Luncheon Fund in order to 
keep the program going; they can be made 
in honor of or in memory of someone, or 
to mark a special occasion. Tax-deductible 
donations can be sent to Beth David Syna-
gogue, 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 
13905, Attention: Luncheon Fund.

Beth David choir to entertain at Dec. 13 
Sisterhood meeting

Hillel Academy.
He originally came to Bing-

hamton more than 25 years 
ago when his wife attended 
Cornell University to finish 
her doctorate and he taught at 
Hillel Academy. A member of 
the IDF, he served for three 
years in a paratroop unit that 
participated in several Israeli 
wars and operations in Israel 
and around the world. After 
finishing his Army service, 

he studied at Bar-Ilan University in Tel 
Aviv and in Derby, England. A year and 
a half ago, he returned to this area to 
teach Torah, Mishnah, Gemara, Hebrew 
and Jewish holidays, while injecting song 
whenever he can.

The program is open to the entire 
community, men and women. Light 
refreshments will be served. For more 

About the 
cover

This year’s holiday cover was de-
signed by Jenn DePersis, production 
coordinator of The Reporter, and ap-
pears in color thanks to a donation by 
an anonymous donor.

information, call Beth David Synagogue 
at 722-1793.

Savitch Agency Inc.
Insurance

Providing Insurance Services to the Community
for over 65 Years

HAPPY
CHANUKAH!

Security Mutual Building
PO Box 1923, Binghamton, NY 13902

772-1101
www.savitch.com
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in emotion, but she sticks to the facts rather than being 
melodramatic. From the opening of her work, she felt like 
a friend, someone worth knowing – a feeling that didn’t 
change as the story of her life unfolded.

“Finding Maria”
Spending time with your grandparents is not something 

high on the list of many 20-somethings. Yet, when Peter 
Szabo moves to Connecticut, he begins a relationship with 
his grandmother that turned into a true friendship. In “Find-
ing Maria: A Young Man’s Search for His Grandmother, 
and Himself” (ChickPrince Book), Peter not only writes 
about his family’s trials during World War II, but how his 
grandmother and her two children managed to escape from 

Communist Hungary. Her story and advice frees him to 
try new things, including leaving a job that gives him little 
emotional satisfaction.

“Finding Maria” offers its greatest insights when dealing 
with Maria’s war year. The story of Peter’s’s father’s sur-
vival was interesting, particularly in light of his changing 
relationship to Judaism. Peter also learns some difficult 
truths about his grandmother that are hard to reconcile with 
the woman he loved, but help serve as part of his matura-
tion process. His interest also allows family members to 
discover exactly what happened during the war and how 
it still affects them decades later. Readers may find this 
Jewish journey of interest.

Past Continued from page 4

very different messages in the Arch of Titus.
In a pre-civil rights era, a statue of a Confederate general 

was seen by many as a tribute to military bravery and regional 
loyalty. Today the tide has shifted, and a consensus regards 
them as reminders of a racist past and an ignoble cause.

Tearing down a place of memory is a serious matter. 
The act of iconoclasm, of tearing down or transforming a 
place of memory, is never neutral. The list of such events is 
long and includes the Maccabees’ destruction of idols in the 
second century B.C.E.; the midrashic account of Abraham 
breaking the idols; late antique Christians and Muslims 
smashing Roman religious images (and burning synagogues); 
Orthodox Christian iconophobes destroying sacred icons 
during the eighth century; Protestants ravaging Church art 
during the Reformation; Nazis torching synagogues during 
Kristallnacht; the Taliban destroying giant sculptures of the 
Buddha; or Eastern Europeans tearing down sculptures of 
Lenin and Stalin after the fall of communism.

Such transformations of our visual cultures mark major 
transitions and often culture wars. They are attempts to 
change our memory by obliterating or shifting what we 
see and expect on our social landscapes, to change how 
we relate to our places of memory.

The ceremonial – the liminal – moment of removing a place 
of memory is always laden and significant. It is a shorthand, a 
summary statement and dramatic enactment of the ways that 
those present understand the place and encode its memory.

The march of the neo-Nazis, the texts they recited, the 
torches and flags they carried, and the violence they instigated 
are essential to understanding who these people are and what 
values they see in the statue of Robert E. Lee in Charlottesville.

Reading this event, one can tease out their entire worl-
dview – and it is horrifying.

In the meantime, each community and locale will act 
and respond as we play out this distressing  drama and re-
hearse the repercussions of this tragedy in our lives. Some 
Confederate statues will come down – as in Baltimore and 
at the University of Texas, Austin. Some will be contex-
tualized or moved. Others, alas, will be left undisturbed 
and continue looking down on us contemptuously. These 
once mostly forgotten monuments are again potent and 
complex places of memory.

Faced with similar provocations, talmudic rabbis would 
avert their eyes from Roman imperial sculpture, placed in 
the cities of ancient Israel as tools of control. Some would 
spit in their imperial faces. When they could, others would 
tear down the statues of the hated emperors and their 
colonial regime. In modern times, Jews avoided walking 
beneath the Arch of the Evil Titus.

In the case of Charlottesville, the statue of Lee will contin-
ue to cast a shadow for decades, perhaps centuries, to come.

Steven Fine is the Churgin professor of Jewish history 
and director of the Center for Israel Studies at Yeshiva 
University. He is director of the Arch of Titus Project.

Statue Continued from page 2

We now dance at 7:30 pm every 
Monday night at the First Ward Senior 
Center at 226 Clinton St., Binghamton 
(corner of Jarvis Street). Don’t let the 
venue mislead you. We welcome all 
ages, no experience or partner nec-
essary. What has kept me dancing all 
these years is the genuine caring and 
warm reception everyone receives 
every week due to the common focus 
on the appreciation of dance. The ab-
sence of pettiness and cliquishness is 
very special.

We enjoy fine hardwood floors and 
great ventilation, the very best for 
dancing. Our demonstration group has 
performed all over this community for 
more than 50 years.

In 1976, the group performed for my son’s bar mitzvah 
party, leading everyone in Israeli folk dancing. So much fun!

Our repertoire includes more than 400 dances from 
countries all over the world (Mongolia to South America), 
with many dances from Central European countries, En-
gland, Sweden, Greece and more than 40 Israeli dances. We 
teach and re-teach new dances every week and do walk-
throughs before each number. Needless to say, dancing is 
great for fitness, and folk dances allow for expenditure of 
minimal up to energetic expression. Dress is comfortable 

First person

My 63-year span with the Roberson International 
Folk Dance group

By Edward Major
I first danced with the Roberson International Folk 

Dance group in the summer of 1954.
I was fresh from NFTY (National Federation of Temple 

Youth) camp in Wisconsin, my first exposure to Israeli 
folk dancing. It was, like, wow! I then went off to college, 
medical school, postgraduate education, the military... and 
I returned here in 1970 to pick up where I left off. I started 
dancing with the group all over again.

The Roberson group was begun by a small group of IBMers 
and has flourished ever since. Barring major holidays, the folk 
dancers have met every week for the past 63 years. The name 
reflects our origins, dancing in the carriage house behind the 
Roberson Mansion until a fire resulted in renovations, causing 
us to move to various venues over the years.

Edward Major (seventh from left) with other members of the Roberson 
International Folk Dance group.

and casual. Clean-soled shoes should be worn or brought 
to change into, in order to protect our floors.

We have been fortunate to maintain a very low overhead 
and offer the program for just $2 a night, for members who 
have “officially” joined the group for $12 annually, and 
$3 for walk-ins, who enjoy their first visit free. Children 
are not only welcome, but treasured. Just drop in, no res-
ervations required, and be prepared to become addicted. 
(Our dancers come from Skaneateles, Elmira, Cortland 
and Kirkwood, as well as the Triple Cities.)

Bishop Robert J. Cunningham 
and the People of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse
Greet our Jewish Friends and
Neighbors in Your Holy Season

May Our Friendship be a Blessing for All

May We Give Our Common Voice to
the Ancient Promise of Shalom

Happy Chanukah
Bob Kutz Advertising and
Auto Detailing Supplies

1080 Chenango St., Binghamton, NY 13903
222-0041

Binghamton Plate Glass Co.
430 State Street

Binghamton, NY 723-8293

The Lasky FamiLy

Call us for all of your glass needs

Now Selling
New England Wood Pellets

Clean Burning • High Heat
Low Ash • Low Emisissions • Reliable

Pickup & Delivery Available
$234 per ton  $4.95 per bag

116 Vestal Rd.,
Vestal, NY
748-3989

992 Conklin Rd.,
Conklin, NY

217-7472
www.warnersgas.com

Winter Hours: Mon - Fri 8-5, Sat 9-4
Memorial Day - Labor Day

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 9-4

607-748-3989

Customer Service Center, 
116 Vestal Rd., Vestal, NY

992 Conklin Rd., Conklin, NY
607-217-7472

Happy 
Chanukah!

Wishing the Community 
A HAPPY & HEALTHY 

Richard C. David
Mayor of Binghamton

Paid for by Friends to Elect Rich David

PASSOVER

Wishing the Community 
A HAPPY & HEALTHY 

Richard C. David
Mayor of Binghamton

Paid for by Friends to Elect Rich David

New Year

Wishing the Community 
A HAPPY & HEALTHY 

Richard C. David
Mayor of Binghamton

Paid for by Friends to Elect Rich David

CHANUKAH
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Chabad held annual Salute to Jewish Womanhood

L-r: Guest speaker Esther Sternberg was interviewed by her daughter, Rivky Slonim, at 
the annual Salute to Jewish Womanhood on November 12.

L-r: Lynne Green, Sandra Foreman, Cindy Gottlieb, Regina Frants, Wendy Wolff and 
Betty Warren attended the annual Salute to Jewish Womanhood on November 12.

The annual Salute to Jewish Womanhood hosted by Chabad’s Women League was held on 
November 12. Esther Sternberg of New York City was the guest speaker. She spoke on the 
topic of “Hidden Royalty: the Lubavitcher Rebbetzin, Chaya Mushkah Schneersohn.” In 
commemoration of the rebbetzin’s 30th yahrzeit, Sternberg shared personal recollections 
and reminiscences about a private woman few people ever met. Clockwise from bottom 
left: Susan Kasper, Karen Rozen, Marcia Rajlis, Sandra Paston, Louis Levitt, Harriet 
Horowitz, Filomena Kiessling and Maida Piaker enjoyed their dinner.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
EU “spitting in faces” of Israelis with B’Tselem exhibit, 
Foreign Ministry official says 

European Union representatives plan to mark international Human Rights Day on Dec. 
10 with a photography exhibit from the left-wing organization B’Tselem, whose stated 
mission is working “to end Israel’s occupation” in the disputed territories, Israel Hayom 
reported on Dec. 5. The exhibition, titled “50 Years,” will be held in the Israeli port city of 
Jaffa and includes 50 portraits of Palestinians born in 1967 who are described by B’Tselem 
as having lived their entire lives under Israel’s “occupation.” Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Emmanuel Nahshon blasted the move, saying EU officials “believe the way 
to Israelis’ hearts is through spitting in their faces. ...We are again witnessing the same 
patronizing approach of hypocritical and condescending sermonizing” that pushes people 
apart instead of bringing them together, Nahshon said. The controversy comes as Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is set to visit EU headquarters in Brussels the week 
of Dec. 10, in what will be the first visit to the Belgian capital by a sitting Israeli prime 
minister in 60 years. The annual Human Rights Day marks the United Nations General 
Assembly’s adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on Dec. 10, 1948.
War on Israel’s northern border possibly “weeks” away, 
says Ambassador Dermer

A war along Israel’s northern border could be just “weeks” away, according to Israeli 
Ambassador to the U.S. Ron Dermer. Dermer made the comments in a wide-ranging 
interview published by Politico on Dec. 4, stating that the probability of direct conflict 
with the Iranian terror proxy Hezbollah is “higher than people think because of Iran’s 
continued push through the region. ...If Iran is not rolled back in Syria, then the chances 
of military confrontation are growing. I don’t want to tell you by the year or by the month. 
I’d say even by the week,” Dermer said. The ambassador explained that as Iran continues 
to aggressively expand its military presence near Israel’s border, the Jewish state is forced 
to enforce its “red lines,” which risks an escalation in tension. “The more they push, we 
have to enforce our red lines, and you always have the prospects of an escalation, even 
when parties don’t want an escalation, because we will not allow Iran to establish that 
presence and establish another terror front against Israel in Syria,” said Dermer. “So in 
taking action to defend ourselves, you don’t know what could happen,” he said.
Safety concerns nix test of Israel’s Arrow 3 defense system

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – An interception test of Israel’s Arrow 3 bal-
listic missile defense system that had been scheduled for Dec. 4 was cancelled at the last 
minute due to safety concerns, after the target missile was identified as not meeting the 
safety standards for the test. Arrow 3 is the upper tier Israel’s three-pronged air defense 
system. The Dec. 3 test would have evaluated the system’s ability to intercept the type 
of long-range ballistic missiles that Iran is developing, which feature warheads that split 
apart in midair as well as greater accuracy and range than existing ballistic missiles. 

A. L. George

Happy Chanukah

7-up

Coors

Sunkist

A&W Rootbeer

Polar beverages

Snapple

Stewart’s Soda

May the Chanukah lights
of freedom cast their
glow on all mankind

oakdalemall.com
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By Josefin Dolsten
SECAUCUS, NJ (JTA) – “Caution: Meat and dairy 

sampling on show floor,” read a sign at the entrance to 
Meadowlands Exposition Center.

That may seem like an unusual warning outside a 
convention center, but to the crowd attending the recent 
food expo there, it made sense: Kosherfest is the world’s 
largest kosher food trade show, where the vast majority 
of those attending follow the Jewish prohibition against 
mixing meat and dairy.

More than 4,000 food industry professionals gathered 
for the annual two-day event, which featured more than 
325 vendors showcasing an array of products, from candy 
to wine.

Naturally, there were lots of samples.
Reporting can be a tough job, but somebody had to 

taste everything. Amid the offerings of many obvious 
treats (lox varieties and bagel flavors, for example), 
there were some surprises. These are the five most 
unexpected foods and beverages JTA sampled at this 
year’s Kosherfest.

Patterned matzah
Matzohgram, which was crowned by Kosherfest the 

best Kosher for Passover product, is matzah printed with 
Jewish-themed patterns, such as Stars of David and Pass-
over greetings. The manufacturer, Independent Ink, uses 
colorful, edible ink that is kosher for Passover.

Customers placing large orders can also customize 
matzahs with any image they desire.

“It gives you the ability to be creative for your seder 
plate,” said NK Ranganathan, Independent Ink’s chief 
operating officer. “You can have a variety of designs and 
it becomes very interesting for the kids.”

Customers can buy Matzohgram online: It’s $10 for a 
box of mini-matzahs and $16 for the regular size.

The five weirdest kosher foods you’ll be eating in 2018
A bottle of the oxy-

gen-infused beverage 
contains 1,000 parts 
per million of stabi-
lized oxygen, com-
pared to 5 to 40 parts 
per million in regu-
lar water, according 
to its manufacturer. 
Those in need of even 
more O’s can take an 
Oxigen shot, which 
contains 5,000 parts 
per million.

“When you drink 
the water, the oxygen gets into your bloodstream and goes 
to work immediately to aid in focus, recovery, endurance 
and stamina,” Max Lewis, director of sales for Formula 
Four Beverages, told JTA.

The oxygen is not in gas form, meaning it won’t escape 
the bottle when it’s opened, Lewis added.

Oxigen bottles retail at stores nationwide for $1.69 to 
$1.99, while the shots sell for $2.79 to $2.99.

Salted caramel frozen pizza
It’s a pizza, it’s a 

frozen dessert – it’s 
a Frizza!

The Salted Cara-
mel Frizza from Ele-
gant Desserts won the 
trade show’s award 
for best dessert. The 
dairy-free treat con-
sists of a cookie bot-
tom, salted caramel 
ice cream and cara-
mel sauce.

“ E v e r y b o d y , 
when they come 
over, they go crazy 
about it because it’s 
entertaining, it’s fun, 
it’s different,” said Benjamin Weisz, president of Elegant 
Desserts based in Brooklyn.

At Kosherfest, the frizzas were cut into bite-sized 
squares, but they are meant to be served by the slice, like 
a pizza. Each pie contains eight to 16 servings, depending 
on how it’s sliced.

Elegant Desserts, which sells frizzas online for $36.50 
each, also sells the pies in flavors such as salted caramel, 
peanut butter, cookies and cream, and strawberry.

Ready-made shakshuka
Craving shakshuka, but short on time?

Matzohgram is printing patterns on matzah. (Photo by 
Josefin Dolsten)

Oxygen-infused water
If Oxigen’s claims about its water – that it improves 

both post-workout and/or post-hangover recovery time and 
mental clarity – are true, then Gatorade may have some 
serious competition.

This sauce is perfect for any busy person who loves this 
Israeli breakfast food, which consists of eggs cooked with 
spices in tomato sauce. To make this version of the hearty 
dish, one only needs to open a jar, crack a few eggs and 
cook the delicious 
mess on the stovetop 
or in the oven.

“It makes it very 
quick,” said Tami 
Bezborodko, vice 
president of market-
ing for Iron Chef. “In 
seven minutes you 
can have a nice, hot 
breakfast.”

The sauce con-
tains tomatoes and 
spices, and comes 
in mild and medium 
spicy varieties. A 
24-ounce jar retails 
in stores nationwide for around $4.50.

Rabbi-approved barbecue sauce
Want a barbecue with a rabbinic seal of approval? Look 

no further. Rabbi Mendel Segal, who founded the Kansas 
City Kosher BBQ Festival, now offers three varieties of 
his RaBBi-Q sauce. Since launching in 2015, Segal has 
expanded his line of sauces to include flavors that draw 
on both his Jewish and Southern roots – the pomegranate 
honey barbecue sauce, which Segal came up with when 
making brisket for Rosh Hashanah, is a favorite.

“It sells really well in the non-Jewish market, too, 
because nobody has a barbecue sauce that flavor yet,” he 
told JTA. “But Jews catch onto it right away.”

An 18-ounce jar of sauce retails at select kosher markets 
nationwide for $4.99.

Oxigen water claims to aid in post-
workout recovery. (Photo by Josefin 
Dolsten)

Elegant Desserts sells frozen pizzas 
in sweet flavors such as salted 
caramel, strawberry, peanut butter, 
and cookies and cream. (Photo by 
Josefin Dolsten)

Cooks need only add eggs to this 
sauce to make shakshuka. (Photo 
by Josefin Dolsten)

Rabbi Mendel Segal sells Jewish and Southern-inspired 
barbecue sauce. (Photo by Josefin Dolsten)
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training and Jewish learn-
ing to directors of early 
childhood centers.

“They have to give 
Jewish children a sense of 
pride and inclusion,” says 
Rachel Kamin, a book 
reviewer, judge and editor 
who directs the Joseph and 
Mae Gray Cultural and 
Learning Center at North 
Suburban Synagogue Beth 
El in Highland Park, IL.

Chanukah-themed chil-
dren’s books “help us see 
how the miracles in our 
own lives reflect the mir-
acle” of the holiday, says 
Meredith Lewis, director 
of content and engagement 

for the Harold Grinspoon Foundation’s PJ Library program, 
which distributes nearly 200,000 Jewish children’s books 
to families in the U.S., Canada and elsewhere.

As of press time, publishers were still rolling out new 
Chanukah releases, but several titles had already surfaced. 
Among them are “Little Red Ruthie: A Hanukkah Tale,” 
by Gloria Koster, a spin on “Little Red Riding Hood”; and 
“Queen of the Hanukkah Dosas,” by Pamela Ehrenberg, 
featuring a family celebrating with spicy Indian food.

“You can smell the curry coming off this wonderful new 
book,” says Lewis, noting that “Queen of the Hanukkah 
Dosas” and “Little Red Ruthie” made it into PJ Library’s 
fall lineup. Other new releases include “Judah Maccabee 
Goes to the Doctor,” by Ann Koffsky; “Way Too Many 
Latkes: A Hanukkah in Chelm,” by Linda Glaser; and 
“The Missing Letters: A Dreidel Story,” by Renee Londner. 

First person

A holiday for Jews without religion
By Jonathan S. Tobin

JNS.org
To the generation of European Jewish immigrants who 

came to the U.S. in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
Chanukah was only a minor festival in a Jewish calendar 
with no shortage of holidays. But for their descendants 
who make up the overwhelming majority of those who 
currently identify as Jewish, it is the most popular and 
widely observed religious holiday.

The reasons for this are obvious. To an increasingly 
assimilated Jewish population, a holiday that involves no 
restrictions on food (unlike Passover) or any required time 
in synagogue (unlike Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) 
has an edge. But the most important factor is its proxim-
ity to Christmas. Since the 25th of the month of Kislev in 
the Jewish calendar generally coincides with mid-to-late 
December, Chanukah is the Jewish Christmas. That’s why 
the tradition of a small gift of gelt to children on Chanu-
kah became a full-blown Jewish component of the mass 
marketing end-of-year splurge.

For some observant Jews, this is just one more sign of 
the demographic apocalypse that threatens the non-Or-
thodox population.

Each national Jewish population study that has come out in 
the course of the last three decades has illustrated the growing 
toll of assimilation. In the most recent survey conducted by 
the Public Religion Research Institute, the numbers tell of 
a precipitous rise – from 22 percent to approximately 33 
percent – in the number of Jews who claim Jewish identity, 
but don’t embrace Judaism as a religion. PRRI calls these 
people (who don’t answer “Jewish” when asked their religion, 
but give other answers indicating their identity) “cultural 
Jews.” I think that term is less useful than the one that used 
to describe the same group in the Pew Research Center study 
published in 2013: Jews of “no religion.”

Jews of no religion are proud of their identity. But their 
conception of what it means to be a Jew has more to do with 
food and even comedy than essential elements of Judaism 
and Jewish peoplehood. Thus, for Jews of no religion, a 
holiday with a few parochial elements, like lighting candles 
and food (latkes or jelly donuts) and no burdens, is an easy 
way to take part in the Christmas spirit of giving.

That leads people to complain about incorporating the 
vapid materialism of the American holiday season into 
Jewish culture. From their point of view, we’d be better 
off with no December holiday at all than one that is just 
a blue-tinseled version of Christmas. But I think they’re 
wrong, and not just because exchanging gifts is fun no 
matter what the excuse might be.

That’s because if the true message of Chanukah can 
somehow be insinuated into our observances, it can be an 
efficacious antidote to the decline of a sense of belonging 
to the Jewish people and what Judaism means.

Contrary to the marketing pitches, Chanukah is not a 
Jewish version of the same anodyne non-sectarian message 
of good will that has replaced the original religious content 
of Christmas. To the contrary, the Chanukah story is about 
a conflict in which Jews had to fight to retain not just their 
independence against Syrian Greek invaders, but also their 
religious identity as a popular and all-consuming secular 
Hellenist culture threatened to overwhelm Judaism.

Though aspects of this history are repellent to those 
who see universal values as more important than parochial 
Jewish ones, Chanukah is an inspiring tale of something 
that ought to be both popular and familiar to 21st-century 
Americans. The Maccabees were doing something liberal 
Americans are supposed to applaud: fighting to preserve 
their culture against the majoritarian impulse. Unless you 
think everyone has a right to their own identity, faith and 
homeland except Jews – which is the essence of an an-
tisemitic BDS movement that targets Israel – Chanukah 
is a good way to educate young Jews to think it’s OK to 
be Jewish and proud.

Above all, Chanukah’s message is that refusing to bow 
down to the idols of popular culture in any era is the duty 
of every Jew. That’s not as warm and fuzzy as Santa Claus, 
but it ought to resonate with young people who tell us they 
want something more idealistic than materialism.

The lights we kindle on Chanukah may commemorate 
a miracle that secular Jews may disdain as a fairy tale, 
but they are also a reminder that it takes the extraordinary 
efforts and faith of ordinary Jews to keep the flame of 
Jewish civilization alive. That’s something we should hope 
the growing numbers of American Jews of “no religion” 
would embrace.

Jonathan S. Tobin has just been named editor-in-chief of 
JNS.org and is a contributing writer for National Review. 
Follow him on Twitter at @jonathans_tobin.

By transmitting values, children’s books are the Chanukah 
gifts that keep giving

By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.org

Chanukah and children’s books go together like latkes 
and applesauce.

In fact, Chanukahs of old often included a book, its 
pages spotted with droplets of candle wax. In its pages the 
brave Maccabees once again defeat the Syrian Greeks, a 
tiny cruse of oil keeps the Temple’s menorah aglow for a 
miraculous eight days, children spin dreidels for chocolate 
gelt (money) and you can almost smell the sizzling latkes.

These days, the marketplace overflows with books that 
can warm up the coldest Chanukah night. The books reflect 
both the holiday’s miracles and the nuances of growing up 
Jewish in the 21st century.

“We’re seeing an exciting diversity in kids’ Chanukah 

Joy Getnick read a Chanukah 
story book to her son, Benjamin. 
(Photo by Jonathan Getnick)

books now,” says Joy Getnick, director of Jewish life at 
the Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Rochester. One of the best parts of her job: funneling 
children’s books into the JCC’s preschool, books Getnick 
test-drives with her 2-year-old son.

Experts say there’s a certain quality of magic in the best 
of these books – making them the kinds of gifts that keep 
giving. “They have to celebrate being Jewish in a diverse 
world and transmit powerful values to the new generation,” 
Getnick tells JNS.org.

“They have to make the child wonder what’s going to 
happen next,” says Lyndall Miller, who directs the Jewish 
Early Childhood Education Leadership Institute, where 
the Jewish Theological Seminary and Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion provide leadership 

See “Books” on  page 10
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By Megan Wolf
(JTA) – The holidays are a wonderful time to share 

meals with friends and family – but must they be heavy 
and calorie filled? 

For Chanukah, this simple and tasty Asian-inspired menu 
uses oil per the holiday tradition, but it’s low in calories 
and rich in flavors, colors and textures. My bet is, your 
guests won’t even know the difference between regular 
fried rice and your version of this cauliflower fried rice. 
Cauliflower, by the way, is an excellent stand-in for many 
popular carbohydrates – potatoes (mashed cauliflower), 
rice (as prepared here) and pizza crust (you’ll never believe 
how delicious cauliflower pizza is). 

Gochujang is a thick Korean sauce, similar to a spicy 
barbecue sauce. It’s wonderful on chicken, vegetables or 
here with meaty fish. It’s also lovely stirred into rice (or 
cauliflower rice) dishes to add an extra bite. It’s easily 
purchased at many Korean restaurants, Asian specialty 
markets or traditional grocery stores. 

Your guests will love to celebrate with you without 
worrying about derailing their healthy eating habits. I mean, 
why can’t we eat healthfully before January 1? 

Want a little decadence? A little chocolate gelt never 
hurt anyone and would be a perfect way to round out this 
spicy and savory menu. 

Cauliflower Rice
1 Tbsp. olive oil 
2 cloves garlic, peeled and minced
1 tsp. minced ginger 
1 onion, sliced
1 head cauliflower, 

cleaned and stems removed 
1 cup chopped broccoli 
1 cup shredded carrots
1 cup peas
1 egg 
1 Tbsp. sesame oil 
2 Tbsp. soy sauce 
Sesame seeds
Pickled radish (I always 

purchase at a local Korean 
restaurant – they are easy to make, but even easier to buy.)

1. In a food processor or blender, pulse cauliflower 
florets to resemble rice. Do this in batches and set aside. 

2. In a large nonstick skillet, heat olive oil and cook 
garlic, ginger and onions until soft and fragrant. 

3. Add cauliflower, broccoli and carrots, stir and 
continue to cook until soft. Add water 2 tablespoons at 
a time if needed (this will help to steam the vegetables). 

4. Add peas, then stir to combine. Make a well in the 
center of the vegetable mixture and scramble in the egg. 

5. Add sesame oil and soy sauce. Stir to combine and 
season to taste. 

into the crevice and give a faint but definite 
sweet to all parts.

We didn’t need milk to dunk and soften 
these kichels. They were as light as a he-
lium balloon; fried (it is Chanukah, after 
all), but never greasy; sugar sprinkled, but 
never cloying.

The big trick for fabulous kichels is 
rolling the dough as thin as possible. It 
takes some time and patience, but the result 
– crispy, puffy, delightfully light cookies 
with just a sprinkle of sifted confectioners’ 
sugar – is so worth it.
Jewish Bow Tie Cookies

1 cup all-purpose flour
1/8 tsp. salt
2 large eggs, beaten
¼ tsp. white vinegar
Vegetable oil for deep frying
Confectioners’ sugar
1. Place the flour and salt in a bowl.
2. Add the beaten eggs and vinegar, and mix thoroughly 

until a smooth dough has formed (you can use an electric 
mixer or food processor).

3. Let the dough rest, covered with plastic wrap, for at 
least 30 minutes.

4. Roll out portions of the dough on a lightly floured 
surface until the dough is very thin, almost like paper.

5. Cut the dough into squares or rectangles or odd shapes.
6. Heat about 2 inches vegetable oil in a deep saute 

pan (or use a deep fryer) over medium-high heat until the 
oil reaches about 375°F. (A bread crumb or tiny piece of 
dough will sizzle quickly when you drop it into the oil.)

7. Drop the cutouts, a few at a time, into the oil (they 
will puff up) and cook briefly on both sides until they are 
crispy and faintly browned.

8. Drain on paper towels. Sift confectioners’ sugar on top. 
Makes 30.

A Chanukah menu with a lighter touch
6. Top with sesame seeds and sliced pickled radish. 
7. Serve immediately. 

Spicy Seared Salmon 
2 Tbsp. olive oil 
4 salmon filets 
4 Tbsp. Gochujang sauce
1. In a large nonstick 

skillet with a lid, heat olive 
oil until hot. 

2. While the oil heats, 
prepare the salmon by 
brushing each filet with 
Gochujang. 

3. Place salmon sauce side down (skin side facing up) 
in the skillet. Immediately top with the lid. 

4. Cook for about 2 minutes on high heat, then remove 
the lid and flip skin side down. Immediately top with the 
lid again. Turn down the heat. 

5. Continue to cook until your desired temperature. In this 
preparation, I like my salmon cooked all the way through, 
which takes about 8 minutes, depending on thickness. 

6. Serve immediately. 
Note: This sauce is spicy and wafts into the air. Always 

make this dish with your range’s fan on.
Toasted Cashew Asparagus

1 bunch asparagus
¼ cup salted cashews 
1 Tbsp. toasted sesame 

oil 
Juice of 1 lime 
1. Steam asparagus until 

bright green and tender, 
about 5 minutes. 

2. While the aspara-
gus steams, toast cashews 
over medium heat until 
warm and fragrant, about 
3 minutes. 

3. Top asparagus with 
cashews, sesame oil and 
fresh lime juice. 

4. Serve immediately. 
Toasted Cashew Asparagus 
(Photo by Megan Wolf)

Cauliflower Rice (Photo by 
Megan Wolf)

Spicy Seared Salmon (Photo 
by Megan Wolf)

Jewish Bow Tie Cookies: An old world treat of 
fried dough

By Ronnie Fein
(The Nosher via JTA) – My mother was 

a first-class baker, and there were always 
homemade goodies for dessert at our house. 
So when I went away to college and needed 
a nosh to remind me of home, I went to a 
nearby bakery for a little something.

It was mostly good: Chinese cookies, 
hamantashen, babka. But the kichels? 
Not so much. Not only were my mother’s 
kichels world class and nearly impossible 
to top, but what the bakery called kichel 
wasn’t at all what I was used to.

Bakery kichels, as I learned, are thick, bow tie-shaped 
pastries that are sometimes sprinkled with sugar. They 
can be crumbly and dry, or hard and dry, depending on 
the bakery. They are the kind of cookie a kid, especially 
one who’s homesick, would never choose. Especially a 
kid whose mother made world-class kichels.

Here’s why my mom’s kichels were so amazing: They 
were soft and crispy at the same time, and they would melt 
in your mouth before you even had a chance to chew or 
even realize they were on your tongue. They were paper 
thin, but developed air bubbles that were fun to pop with 
my front teeth, especially because a feathery dusting of 
confectioners’ sugar would fall from the top of the bubble 

Jewish Bow Tie Cookies, or kichel 
(Photo by Ronnie Fein)

(See last week’s issue of The Reporter for descriptions of 
several of these books.)

But tried-and-true Chanukah classics continue to delight. 
“If I had to pick one Chanukah book to read to my kids 
every night, it would be Eric Kimmel’s brilliant ‘Hershel 
and the Hanukkah Goblins,’” says Kamin. She also loves 
Kimmel’s lesser-known goblin story, “Zigazak! A Magical 
Hanukkah Night,” and his “The Hanukkah Bear,” in which 
an elderly latke-maker mistakes a bear for her rabbi. 

For those looking for a dramatic children’s book, Lou-
ise Borden’s “The Journey That Saved Curious George” 
features Hans and Margret Rey’s escape on bicycles from 
the Nazis during World War II – taking children’s book 
manuscripts along for the journey.

Meanwhile, for interfaith families, Chanukah can be 
a delicate time when it comes to reading. “Parents and 
grandparents say, ‘A book about Christmas and Chanukah? 
That’s great!’ But they need to read it first,” warns Kamin. 
“Is it patronizing or insulting? Or does it sensitively reflect 
the message of Chanukah for an interfaith family?

“In what can be a confusing time of year,” she says, “it’s 
often the grandparents who become the portal to tradition 
and play a key role in shaping identity.”

Books Continued from page 9

Whether you’re moving across town or 
across the country, please let The Reporter 
know so you can stay up to date on com-

munity news and quickly receive the paper 
at your new (or temporary) address! 

E-mail treporter@aol.com with “Reporter 
Address change” in the subject line, or call 
607-724-2360, ext. 254, to let The Reporter 
know about your new address.
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Anthony Parker upon returning to the NBA from Israel wore the 
number 18, which means life in Hebrew, to show his love for the 
country. (Photo by Mike Lawrie/Getty Images)

Chris Watson showed off a memento from 
Hapoel Beersheba’s 2014-15 championship 
in Israel’s third division at the home of the 
team owner. (Photo courtesy of Watson)

Cory Carr played for several Israeli teams 
over the course of a decade. (Photo courtesy 
of Carr)

Stanley Brundy, who played for Maccabi Haifa and other Israeli 
teams, with his eldest son, Nadav, at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. 
(Photo courtesy of the Brundy family)

By Gabe Friedman
NEW YORK (JTA) – Chris Watson 

played four standout years of basketball at 
Niagara University, where he became one of 
the upstate New York school’s all-time lead-
ing scorers. So when the 6-7 forward-center 
went undrafted by an NBA team in 1997, 
he set out to play on a professional level 
internationally.

He played two years in Uruguay, then 
his agent called and said, “You’re going 
to Israel.”

Watson, an African-American from sub-
urban White Plains – who in his own words 
did not grow up “watching the news” – said 
at the time he knew “nothing at all” about 
the Jewish state.

That quickly changed and Watson stayed 
in Israel for more than 15 years, playing 
for several teams. He also married an Is-
raeli woman, became an Israeli citizen and 
converted to Judaism.

As David A. Goldstein details in his 
recent book “Alley-Oop to Aliyah: Afri-
can-American Hoopsters in the Holy Land,” 
Watson is far from the only black basketball 
player to do these things.

Since the 1976 arrival of Aulcie Perry 
– a 6-10 native of Newark, NJ, who led 
Maccabi Tel Aviv to two unexpected Eu-
roLeague championships – more than 800 
African-American players have competed 
in the Israeli Premier League, which formed 
in 1954 and is composed of the country’s 
12 best teams. After researching the history 
of the league and interviewing dozens of 
former and current players over the span 
of 10 years, Goldstein found that most of 
them professed a deep, genuine love for 
Israel, despite having grown up without a 
connection to the country.

“Forty-something converted in the ‘70s 
and ‘80s – tens of players got citizenship,” 
Goldstein told JTA. “Hundreds are now kind 
of advocates or ambassadors [for Israel] in 
the U.S. or internationally.”

In the book, Goldstein explores how the 
black players adapted to Israel, why they 
formed an attachment to the Jewish state and 
how they impacted Israeli sport and society.

Prior to 1976, the use of foreign players 
was discouraged by a league rule dictating 

Why so many African-American pro basketball 
players love Israel

that only one non-Israeli could play at a 
time for an Israeli team, and only in games 
held on European soil. But Perry’s success 
ushered in the first of many rule changes: 
The lone foreign player could now play in 
games held in Israel, too. Over the decades, 
the league continued to adjust the rules, 
allowing teams to stack foreign players on 
their rosters.

As Goldstein completed his decade of 
research, the so-called “Russian rule” – 
named for the country where it originated 
– was the operating standard: Teams could 
sign as many foreign players as they wanted, 
but two Israeli citizens must be on the court 
at all times.

The teams tried to exploit the rule in 
the ‘70s and ‘80s, rushing foreign players 
through hasty conversions to Judaism in 
order to quickly turn them into citizens. But 
along the way, as Goldstein was surprised 
to discover, an unexpected number went 
through legitimate and meaningful Ortho-
dox conversions. Perry, for instance – who 
was criticized by some for starting the fad 
– has remained Jewish. (He has also talked 
about how his mother does not fully accept 
his Jewishness.)

Watson, 42, mainly converted to marry his 
wife and has not been very observant since 
they divorced. But, he said, he enjoyed learn-
ing about Jewish texts and history throughout 
his conversion process. “I didn’t get paid or 
try to pay anybody for my citizenship,” he 

said. “I didn’t take any shortcuts.”
Despite the controversy fueled by the 

league’s rules, basketball teams in other 
countries have similar quotas for foreigners 
in order to help foster local talent. Watson, 
for one, understands the way the Israeli 
league works. “The Jewish people have 
fought so much to get their country,” he 
said. “They want to see each other succeed, 
which is natural.”

As Goldstein writes, notwithstanding 
any of the public hoopla surrounding the 
quickie conversions, African-American 
players over the years have had little trouble 
adapting rapidly to life in Israel. Like many, 
players with a passing knowledge about 
Israel have typically expected it to be a war 
zone where the people wear religious garb.

But once they arrive, the players are sur-
prised by how many Israelis speak English 

and how welcoming and passionate they are. 
(Basketball is still second to soccer in terms 
of general popularity, but its reputation as 
a competitive league has grown exponen-
tially in recent decades due in large part to 
the foreign players recruited by a number 
of teams other than powerhouse Maccabi 
Tel Aviv.)

“The No. 1 thing that draws guys there is 
how easy it is to transition from America,” 
Watson said. “Guys that have been there 
for months, they’re like, ‘Wow, I love this 
place!’ And there’s a lot of guys that think 
about citizenship after that.”

When it comes to racism, Goldstein said 
he learned from his interviews that many 
players have actually felt less overt racism in 
Israel than they did in the U.S. For example, 
Willie Sims, who played in Israel for nearly 
See “Players” on page 12
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By Cnaan Liphshiz 
(JTA) – Argentina’s Jewish community gave Israel’s 

spy agency all the cars and some of the safe houses used 
to abduct the Nazi murderer Adolf Eichmann, a Mossad 
agent revealed.

Career Mossad agent Avner Avraham revealed this in 
early November, ending decades of official secrecy around 
the exact role of the Jewish community of Argentina in 
Operation Finale, in which Mossad agents flew Eichmann 
from Buenos Aires to Israel in 1960 to be tried for his role 
in murdering hundreds of thousands of Jews during the 
Holocaust, for which he hanged in 1962.

“The Jewish community helped. It’s not something 
we publish, but the Jewish community certainly helped 
the Mossad with vehicles and also with safe houses,” 
Avraham said during a lecture he delivered in early 
November at the Mahar conference on Balkan Jews, 
which the Jewish community of Montenegro organized 
with help from the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress in the 
coastal city of Budva.

20 years, was once nearly arrested when he locked his keys 
in his car and tried to get back into it. Israeli police officers 
knocked him to the ground and handcuffed him. “I asked, 
‘Did any of that make you want to come back to the U.S.?’ 
And he said, ‘Are you kidding? All they did was handcuff 
me. In the U.S., I could’ve gotten shot,’” Goldstein said.

Yet while the players seem to be accepted on a societal 
level, prejudices remain. No African-American has ever 
been a head coach in Israel’s first division, and very few 
have had prominent coaching jobs in the second and 
third divisions. In a speech to Israeli military members 
in 2001, then-Maccabi Tel Aviv coach Pini Gershon was 
fired for saying that lighter-skinned black players were 
smarter than darker-skinned ones, who he called “dum-
mies” and “slaves.”

“That makes you wonder what guys are really thinking 
on the inside,” Watson said. “I’ve heard guys say when 
you’re putting the ball in the hole, it’s all good, it’s all 
love. But the moment you can’t do that no more, it’s like, 
‘Thank you, go home.’”

The Israeli league is far from the only sports league 
with a coaching diversity problem. In the United States, 
the NBA boasts the most diverse set of head coaches – yet 
fewer than half the coaches are black in a league whose 
players are about 75 percent African-American.

Still, even though an unexpected number of Afri-
can-Americans have stayed in Israel after retiring from 
basketball, Watson and Goldstein both say many more 
would have created lives there if coaching positions had 
been available. Watson counts himself among them. He 
looks back fondly on living in Israel  – it’s where he spent 
his 20s, it’s where he reached his basketball-playing peak. 
These days, he works as an account manager at a Lifetime 
Fitness gym in White Plains.

Would he have stayed in the Jewish state had a promising 
opportunity opened up? “One hundred percent,” he said.

Players Continued from page 11

Argentina’s Jews had key role in Eichmann’s 
capture, Mossad agent says

Efraim Zuroff, a leading hunter of Nazis for the Si-
mon Wiesenthal Center, told JTA that, to his knowledge, 
the extent of the Jewish community’s involvement in 
Eichmann’s capture – an episode which led to the Israeli 
ambassador’s expulsion from Buenos Aires and a rupture 
in bilateral relations – had previously not been widely 
known. “It was know that there was some involvement, 
but not exactly what,” he said.

Avraham in 2011 curated with permission from 
Mossad an exhibition on Eichmann’s capture – con-
sidered a watershed moment in Israel that many 
scholars identify as the episode that prompted open 
debate about the genocide in Israel, where it had been 
something of a taboo for its traumatic effects. The 
exhibition, “Operation Finale: The Capture and Trial 
of Adolf Eichmann,” features a photograph of the car 
that was used to transport Eichmann to a safe house 
from the site of his abduction. The Mossad had three 
cars there that night.

Whereas a small number of Argentine Jews willingly 

helped Mossad (although they were not told exactly 
what the cars and safe houses were needed for, accord-
ing to Avraham) at least one, Luba Volk, was used by 
the spy agency without her knowledge, the agent said.

The wife of an engineer who worked in an Argentine 
factory, Volk, who has since passed away, was asked shortly 
before the abduction to head a regional office for Israel’s 
national airline, El Al, which was set up solely to handle 
the Nazi’s transportation to Israel. A stay-at-home mother 
of a 3-year-old son, she happily accepted the offer from an 
El Al employee – who also didn’t know the real purpose 
of the new regional office.

She came under surveillance by local authorities after 
the abduction and there were fears that Nazis in Argen-
tina might try to hurt her, so the Israeli foreign ministry 
advised her to leave with her husband, Aryeh Volk, who 
was fired following the Eichmann abduction, and their 
son for Uruguay.

“Unfortunately, and I’m very sorry to say this, the Mossad 
didn’t really take care of her,” Avraham said.

“Knowledge is power”: Gaucher initiative 
spotlights world of Jewish genetic testing

By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.org

Joseph Tessel doesn’t have any strong candidates – yet. 
But when he does meet the woman he wants to marry, he’s 
ready for her.

In part, that’s thanks to the fact that, on October 17, 
this City College of New York student got himself tested 
on campus for a slew of Jewish genetic diseases. “I heard 
about the screening from our Hillel and thought, why not?” 
says Tessel. “I’ve always been curious about what genetic 
conditions my family and I are predisposed to, anything 
that could affect my children someday. When I heard that 
here was a chance to take a pretty expensive test free of 
charge that would tell me that, I could think of absolutely 
no reason not to do it.”

The recent testing campaign and others like it, often 
on campuses with high Jewish populations, are run by 
JScreen, an organization whose mission is to screen 
for and raise awareness about Jewish and other genetic 
diseases. Among the 200-plus diseases JScreen tests 
for, the most common among Jews is Gaucher disease. 
In partnership with the National Gaucher Foundation, 
JScreen ramped up efforts to raise awareness about Gau-
cher during October, designating the month as Gaucher 
Disease Awareness Month.

Gaucher occurs when there is insufficient glucocere-
brosidase, an enzyme that breaks down a fatty substance 
called glucocerebroside. When the body can’t break down 
the enzyme, Gaucher cells get backed up in the spleen, 

liver and bone marrow. This can result in low blood counts 
(anemia), easy bleeding and bruising, fatigue, an enlarged 
spleen or liver, and bone problems. Though fairly rare in 
the general population (one in 40,000), Gaucher is far 
more common for Ashkenazi Jews – about one in 450, 
with one in 12 being a carrier; carriers do not show the 
disease’s symptoms.

Many people who have the disease are so minimally 
affected that they barely realize it, while early screening is 
reducing the damage that Gaucher inflicts. For those who 
are more symptomatic, a range of treatments is available 
when medically necessary.

“We now have five FDA-approved treatments for 
Gaucher and more are in development,” says Amy Blum, 
who heads the National Gaucher Foundation. “And that’s 
unusual for such a rare disease.”

Current research includes gene therapy, which is poised 
to enter clinical trials in the next year, as well as new forms 
of enzyme replacement therapy. An apparent link of Gau-
cher to late-onset Parkinson’s disease is being studied by 
the Michael J. Fox Foundation, among others.

Although the disease has a high prevalence in the Ash-
kenazi population, that applies mostly for type 1 Gaucher, 
which has far fewer devastating neurological symptoms 
than types 2 and 3, says Dr. Neal Weinreb, who teaches 
human genetics and hematology at the University of Mi-
ami’s Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine.

“One of the mysteries is you can have two siblings with 
the same mutation with very different cases,” Weinreb, 
the southeastern U.S. regional coordinator for the Inter-
national Collaborative Gaucher Group. “That’s why they 
need to be evaluated and followed by people who know 
about Gaucher.”

To spread the word, JScreen and others reach out to 
rabbis and gynecologists to encourage engaged couples 
to be tested. Testing advocates say that even couples with 
mixed religious backgrounds need to be screened.

Many couples in which both partners are carriers 
choose to undergo pre-implantation genetic diagnosis, 
followed by in vitro fertilization, thereby assuring that 
their children will be Gaucher-free. Paige and Alan Guy 
of Ocean, NJ, who both tested positive for the Gaucher 
mutation, are now in the midst of the IVF process and, 
despite its complexities, are “grateful that the testing 
and the technology exist to allow us to have healthy 
children,” Paige says.

“Knowledge is power,” says JScreen Executive Director 
Karen Grinzaid. “Whether you’re single, engaged, new-

lyweds or already parents, having the knowledge allows 
everyone to take steps and make informed decisions to 
have healthy children and live healthy lives.”

“We got tested and turned out to be carriers for 
different things, but nothing overlapped,” says Yoch-
eved Ferstenberg, who became a first-time parent four 
months ago along with her husband, Alex. “We know 
we are lucky.”

It’s too soon for Tessel, the City College student, to 
know the screening results, which typically take a month 
to arrive. But it’s not too soon for him to think carefully 
about the conversation that he plans to have with his 
future wife.

“To not talk about it would be not fair to either of us,” 
he says, “or to the children I hope we will have someday.”
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Israel and technology

By Yaakov Lappin
JNS.org

United by a common need to analyze 
huge quantities of streaming data, and to 
recognize the key information contained 
within all of it, the Israeli Air Force, Google, 
Facebook and other high-tech firms came 
together in Herzliya recently to share lessons 
and insights. 

The Future Tech conference was or-
ganized by the IAF’s Information and 
Communications Technology Department. 
It saw private sector leaders, such as the 
CEOs of the Israel-based operations of 
Google and Facebook, deliver talks to 
members of the military. 

Col. Shai (full name withheld for se-
curity reasons), head of the Information 
and Communications Technology De-
partment, told JNS.org, “We are in a new 
world. The Israel Defense Forces and IAF 
have a big technological gap to fill when 
it comes to catching up with the civilian 
world, and bringing this technology to 
the military world.”

The end objective, he said, is to gain 
an across-the-board advantage over the 
enemy. “Technology allows us to develop 
this advantage,” he said. 

One key area of mutual learning with 
high-tech firms, Col. Shai said, is big 
data. With an ever-growing range of 
sensors and capabilities feeding the IAF 
with vast quantities of intelligence, the 
personnel would be swamped without big 
data processing and analytical tools. “The 
quantity of data coming in is very big. We 
have to create automation,” the officer 
said, referring to computing abilities that 
can receive the big data and analyze it 
automatically, drawing human operators’ 
attention to the critical information.

During the conference, a doctor told 

Big data and robots are part of the Israeli 
military’s “new world”

military personnel about how the medical 
profession is struggling to deal with an 
over-saturation of information on patients, 
and that big data tools are now being 
employed to detect disease and prioritize 
information, keeping doctors focused on 
the important data. 

“The same thing is happening in the IDF,” 
said Col. Shai. “We need automation to deal 
with the large flow of data. Military person-
nel can’t deal with it all by themselves.” Just 
as these tools can be used for early illness 
detection, they can also be utilized by the 
IDF for early threat detection, he added. 

Another area of shared learning with the 
high-tech sector is data fusion. “This is an 
ability we want, for ‘acquiring’ the enemy, 
by tracking its activities through a variety 
of sensors,” Col. Shai said. “This is a part 
of achieving victory. The one who controls 
knowledge will win the war.”

With increasing numbers of drones and 
quadcopters joining more traditional aircraft 
in feeding intelligence to the IDF, the ability 
to fuse the data together will be a significant 
factor in any future conflict. The officer said 
that augmented reality technology is just 
beginning to enter the IAF, adding, “We 
are at the start of a revolution. Right now, 
it is at the pre-flight cockpit stage, where 
we use Augmented Reality for checklists 
and keep the hands free. This is not yet 
operational. Our exposure to this came from 
the civilian world.”

The officer stressed that people continue 
to be in the loop in the IDF and will have 
the final say on whether to use intelligence 
to strike targets, a process known in the 
military as the “sensor to shooter cycle.” 

In recent years, the IAF has linked up 

its command network to the rest of the 
IDF, becoming part of an interconnected 
synergy, according to Col. Shai. “No one 
works alone anymore,” he said.

One of the exhibition stalls at the con-
ference was staffed by the Israeli company 
Roboteam, which has become a pioneer 
in the area of military robots. Its systems 
are in operational use in both the IDF and 
the U.S. Army. Shai Dvir, of Roboteam’s 
Implementation Department, said the 
company’s MTGR – the world’s lightest 
tactical ground robot – is being used by 
the IDF to prepare for tunnel warfare and 
urban combat. The IDF has ordered dozens 
of MTGRs, and it has been in service for 
a year and a half. 

The remote-controlled robot, Dvir told 
JNS.org, can “climb stairs in houses or enter 
tunnels. It can carry sensors for tracking 
targets. All of the reconnaissance and elite 
units have them.”

The robot goes ahead of human person-
nel, toward the enemy, entering a danger 
zone first and sending back intelligence. “It 
saves lives. It has been used operationally,” 
said Dvir, himself a former member of an 
elite military unit.

The U.S. Army has also ordered “a large 
number of these systems,” he added. 

Roboteam is now working on a next-gen-
eration tactical robot for the IDF, called 
Tiger. The company has also sold the IDF a 
remote-controlled vehicle that carries up to 
500 kilograms (1,102 pounds) of equipment 
along with soldiers in the field. The vehicle, 
called Probot, has been in service in the 
IDF for six months. Its upgraded versions 
will be autonomous, and will carry both 
weapons and observation sensors. “The 
IDF’s demand for high-tech civilian sector 
solutions is high,” said Dvir. “It is a part of 
the modern battlefield.”

The Israeli company Roboteam’s “Probot” 
vehicle, pictured here at the recent Future 
Tech conference in Herzliya, carries up to 
500 kilograms (1,102 pounds) of equipment 
along with soldiers in the field.  (Photo by 
Yaakov Lappin)

The Israeli company Roboteam’s MTGR – 
the world’s lightest tactical ground robot 
– is pictured at the recent Future Tech 
conference in Herzliya. (Photo by Yaakov 
Lappin)

What Amazon’s big splash in Israel means for the 
“start-up nation”

By Adam Abrams
JNS.org

When the online retail giant Amazon 
recently entered Israel’s high-tech ecosys-
tem, it was far from business as usual in 
the “start-up nation.” As the conglomerate 
began attracting top Israeli programmers 
with “aggressive” hiring tactics and unusu-
ally high salary offerings, industry experts 
initiated calls for the Jewish state to expand 
its pool of highly skilled technology talent 
– which is becoming an increasingly scarce 
resource despite the country’s well-known 
penchant for innovation.

With the opening of Amazon’s new 

research and devel-
opment center in Tel 
Aviv in October, the 
company joined more 
than 300 other for-
eign firms – including 
Facebook, Microsoft, 
Intel, Google, IBM 
and Apple – that have 
set up shop in Israel.

After inking deals 
in July valued at NIS 
37 million ($10.5 
million) per year to 
lease upscale office space in Tel Aviv, 

Amazon embarked 
on a “massive” local 
hiring spree. In do-
ing so, the company 
placed “unprecedent-
ed pressure” on Isra-
el’s domestic tech-
nology firms to retain 
their most talented 
programmers and 
engineers, highlight-
ing the challenge of 
sustaining the highly 
skilled workforce 

that is the lifeblood of Israeli innovation.

“The real question is not which multina-
tional [company] is hiring and how many 
engineers they’re hiring. This happens 
wherever there is a large concentration 
of highly skilled talent, and Israel’s tech 
talent continues to be outstanding,” said 
Guy Hilton, general manager of Start-Up 
Nation Central, an initiative that works to 
“connect business, NGO and government 
leaders throughout the world with the peo-
ple and technologies of Israel that can help 
them solve their most pressing challenges.

“More important,” Hilton told JNS.
org, “is whether or not the local talent 
See “Splash” on page 14

A man typed on a Hebrew keyboard. (Photo 
courtesy of Flash90)
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pool is being replenished in sufficient numbers and with 
sufficient expertise.”

In its bid to acquire the best and brightest, Amazon 
has reportedly offered prospective Israeli hires salaries 
as high as NIS 100,000 ($28,180) per month, and is typ-
ically offering salaries of around NIS 60,000 ($16,900) 
per month with additional bonuses. These offerings are 
far above Israel’s average wage, even in the Jewish state’s 
booming high-tech field.

Top programmers in Israel can already earn about NIS 
40,000 ($11,370) per month, which is more than four times 
the average Israeli salary, while the average Israeli high-
tech employee earns around NIS 21,000 ($5,940) monthly, 
according to the country’s Central Bureau of Statistics.

The pressure created by Amazon’s activity underscores 
a challenge identified in the recently released annual report 
of the Israel Innovation Authority. The report notes that 
while Israel leads the world in R&D and venture capital 
investments as a percentage of gross domestic product, 
the country is in danger of losing its status as one of the 
world’s top high-tech innovators if the shortage of skilled 
employees in the field is not addressed. 

But Hilton said he sees “good progress” on this front. 
“All the stakeholders are moving in the right direction,” 
he said, “but more needs to be done to include sectors 
of the population not present in the tech industry in any 
significant numbers: the haredim, Israeli Arabs, people in 
peripheral towns and women in general.”

The Innovation Authority reached the same conclusion 
in its report and outlined a plan to boost Israel’s current 
total of 270,000 high-tech employees to more than half 
a million, by further integrating underrepresented sectors 
of Israeli society into the field. The report also outlined 
methods for assisting local start-ups with growing into 
larger companies. 

“Getting this right,” said Hilton, “will benefit the mul-
tinationals and Israeli start-ups alike.”

Splash Continued from page 14

L-r: Mark Feuerstein, Linda Lavin and Elliott Gould at 
the CBS Studio Center in Los Angeles onAugust 1. (Photo 
by Sonja Flemming/CBS Broadcasting Inc.)

L-r: Mark Feuerstein as Josh, Liza Lapira as Eve, David 
Walton as Andrew, Linda Lavin as Judy and Elliott Gould 
as Harry in a scene from “9JKL.” (Photo by Cliff Lipson/
CBS Broadcasting Inc.)

By Cindy Sher
CHICAGO (JUF News via JTA) – A grown man 

moves into a New York apartment sandwiched between 
his meddlesome, boundary-less parents on one side and 
his brother, wife and their newborn baby on the other. 
Sounds kind of like a sitcom, right? It is. But the premise 
also happens to be inspired by the real life of Jewish actor 
Mark Feuerstein  – of “Royal Pains,” “Prison Break” and 
“West Wing” fame.

While filming a show in New York a few years ago, 
Feuerstein found himself living in an apartment on Manhat-
tan’s Upper East Side next to his mom and dad. And, yes, 
soon after he took up residence there, his brother moved 
into the apartment next door.

The sitcom, which premiered on October 2 on CBS, 
features the cleverly cryptic title “9JKL,” – the apartment 
units 9J, 9K and 9L where Feuerstein and family lived 
mere inches apart. Just like in real life, Feuerstein’s 
character, Josh Roberts, is a practicing Jew, a New York 
native and an actor. But unlike in real life, Feuerstein 
plays a newly divorced guy who is between acting gigs. 
His on-screen parents are played by veteran actors Linda 
Lavin, star of TV’s “Alice,” and Elliott Gould, who has 
appeared in myriad films such as “M*A*S*H” and TV 
shows like “Friends.”

After his stint living in New York, Feuerstein eventually 
moved back to Los Angeles. It was when he had some 
space – literally – from his parents that Feuerstein decided 
his former living situation would be perfect fodder for a 
TV comedy. His wife, former “Friends” writer Dana Klein, 
executive produces and writes the show with Feuerstein. 
But “9JKL” isn’t the couple’s only baby: they have three 
children, ages 11, 9 and 7.

I interviewed Feuerstein by phone between rehearsals 
for the show.

JTA: What was it like living next to your mom and dad?
Feuerstein: Every morning my father would come over in 

his tighty whiteys and go [using a thick New York accent], 

Mark Feuerstein dishes on his Jewy new sitcom, 
“9JKL”

‘Mark, what do you want for breakfast, scrambled eggs or 
French toast?’ And then at night, I would come home after 
a 15-hour day and my mother would say, ‘Would you like 
to come in for a salad?’ So I would go into their apartment 
and have a salad at, you know, midnight, to hear about how 
many blocks she walked on Madison Avenue that morning.

JTA: Will “9JKL” feel Jewish – either explicitly or in 
tone and feel?

Feuerstein: There’s so much that feels Jewish, like 
“Seinfeld” or any other great Jewish comedy... There’s no 
question when a holiday is celebrated or some life moment 
happens that it will be the Jewish version of it. When, and 
if, we can get it in there, we will be celebrating everything 
from Chanukah to Lag B’Omer.

JTA: Do you feel the weight of representing a Jewish 
family on the show?

Feuerstein: I am constantly torn, [but] the only true 
marching order is to write a show that feels grounded, real 
and funny. With that directive, there is no religious affili-
ation that is essential to making a TV show that feels real 
and funny. But, that being said, I myself am a proud Jew. 
I also want to tow a line that allows us to reach the widest 
audience possible. So you’re constantly navigating that.

JTA: Do you have a favorite Jewish tradition?
Feuerstein: I love the High Holiday ceremony of 

Tashlich, of casting away our sins [in the water] in the 
spirit of teshuvah, atonement. In New York, I would love 
going to the East River with my whole congregation – and 
we knew we weren’t polluting the river because it was 
already disgusting.

JTA: How do you like working with your wife?
Feuerstein: I’m so lucky that she agreed to take this on 

with me. She’s incredible in the writers room; she does 
it with grace and style. I think we have a nice chemistry 
working with each other. We have a mutual respect and 
love, and our kids are so happy, except for when it keeps 
us from putting them to bed.

JTA: How do you like working on a traditional sitcom 

format, especially at a time when so few TV comedies 
these days still follow that model?

Feuerstein: Everybody is so focused on innovation and 
doing something cool and new, but we wanted to bring [this 
show] back in time. We love shows like “Everybody Loves 
Raymond” and “Seinfeld.” There is something about the 
format that hearkens back to a different time. There are 
real people in our studio audience, who are really reacting 
to the jokes and the story lines.

In today’s [political climate], it’s nice to have a show 
out there about a loving family, albeit dysfunctional, where 
you can escape from the political diatribe in the media these 
days and just watch a loving family that likes to make fun 
of each other and get in each other’s way.

Yiddish Book Center 
fellowships

The Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, 
MA, is now accepting applicants for three 
programs for recent graduates, college 

students and high school students: the 2018 Steiner 
Summer Yiddish Program, the 2018-19 Yiddish Book 
Center Fellowship Program and the 2018 Great Jewish 
Books Summer Program. The fellowship offers recent 
graduates with backgrounds in Yiddish and Jewish 
studies the opportunity to gain professional experience 
working as full-time Center staff members. Fellows 
spend a year learning professional skills and contrib-
uting to the Center’s major projects – bibliography, 
communications and publication, digital collections, 
educational programs, translation and Yiddish ed-
ucation. They receive a $30,000 stipend as well as 
healthcare coverage. 

The 2018-19 Yiddish Book Center Fellowship Program 
runs from September 2018 to August 2019. Applications 
are due Sunday, January 7. More information can be found 
at yiddishbookcenter.org/fellowship-program. 
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By Eliana Rudee
JNS.org

In the morning, 29 leading female entertainers and 
media professionals from North America explored the 
alleyways of Tzfat through the lenses of mysticism, art 
and Jewish history. Later, they visited Israeli doctors 
treating wounded Syrian refugees. In the middle of 
the afternoon, they tasted the award-winning product 
of Israel’s Carmel Winery. By the evening, they en-
joyed dinner in the 1868 historical stone restaurant in 
Jerusalem. 

And it all happened in just their second day in Israel. 
The Israel trips organized by the Jewish Women’s Re-

naissance Project are often referred to as “Birthright for 
moms.” But this particular trip carried some extra gravitas. 
From November 27-December 4, visitors described by 
JWRP as “Media Magnets” connected to Israel’s media 
professionals and showcased their experiences for com-
bined audiences of more than 10 million followers on 
their social media pages and blogs.

“Our Media Magnets are strong, savvy Jewish women 
who millions of people turn to for their insights each day,” 
said Adrienne Gold Davis, the Media Magnets trip leader. 
“The JWRP is thrilled to be bringing these incredible women 
to Israel, and helping both them and their fans connect to 
Jewish values and make the world a better place.”

The trip underscored Israel’s diversity, revealing a 
picture that goes far beyond what mainstream media often 
depict the Jewish state to be – ridden with conflict, religion 
extremism and camels. The JWRP group experienced 
an authentic Israeli Shabbat with locals, partied on Tel 
Aviv’s Rothschild Avenue, met with innovators working 
on inventions for people with disabilities and heard from 
Innovation Africa about Israel’s humanitarian efforts on 
that continent.

Trip participants quickly realized that Israel is a land 
of dichotomies that can often be complex and confusing, 
but ultimately effects positive change in the world, said 
Emma Waverman, one of the visitors.

Waverman – a food, lifestyle and parenting writer – 
was visiting Israel for the first time and was excited to see 
“the modern side” of the country. “Even those who don’t 
agree with the [Israeli] government told me I’d love Israel, 
because while it’s loud and tough, and people push you, 
Israelis are also vibrant, wonderful people, and the first 
ones to offer help,” she told JNS.org. 

“It’s so beautiful,” she continued. “Israel is a land 
of dichotomies, with people figuring out how to live 
together, how to merge so many different cultures, and 
enjoy their life, freedom and the bounty of what this part 
of the world offers.”

Jewish women showcase Israel’s diversity for 
millions of followers

At right: Participants 
of the Jewish Women’s 
Renaissance Project’s 
“Media Magnets” trip to 
Israel are pictured at the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem. 
(Photo by Aviram Valdman)

Participants of the Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project’s 
“Media Magnets” trip to Israel. (Photo by Aviram Valdman)

At right: Participants of the 
Jewish Women’s Renaissance 
Project’s “Media Magnets” 
trip to Israel. (Photo by 
Aviram Valdman)

For Waverman, the trip highlighted the importance of 
understanding what the Jewish people have gone through 
during the course of history and “what to do with that.” 

“We must bring light into the world. That’s something 
I take very seriously because I’m Jewish,” she said, re-
ferring to the Jewish principle of tikkun olam (repairing 
the world).

During the past year and a half, Waverman and her 
family in Toronto have supported a Syrian refugee family 
as part of a Canadian private sponsorship program, paying 
for their rent and teaching them how to manage day-to-day 
life in Canada. “It’s the most Jewish thing I’ve ever done,” 
Waverman said.

Erin Schrode, another participant on the JWRP tour, is 
an environmental activist, social entrepreneur and writer 
who ran for Congress at age 25. After growing up in the 
San Francisco Bay Area in an environment where “AIPAC 
was a dirty word and you couldn’t be an environmental 
activist or pro-human rights without being anti-Israel,” 
she was surprised and thrilled to find the “land of contra-
dictions” that is Israel. 

Before “Birthright for moms,” she took part in an official 
Birthright trip at age 19, discovering that Israel is “a land of 
things that I hold dear in environmentalism, like algae, solar 
energy, biofuels, biotech, cherry tomatoes and greenhouses 
in the desert,” as well as a strong track record of accepting 
asylum-seekers and promoting democracy and freedom. 
“It blew my mind,” she told JNS.org. “I was struck by the 
narrative that wasn’t being portrayed to environmental 
activists and like-minded liberals. We don’t only survive, 
we thrive. Israel is brazen, and bold, and beautiful.

“On this trip, I heard stories of the IDF and Israeli doc-
tors caring for Syrians who said, ‘We don’t know which 
side they were fighting for, but I will treat them anyway,’ 
and to me it made sense  – that’s incumbent upon us as the 
Jewish people. We care for those in need,” said Schrode.

She added, “Someone stepped up. Someone took the 
Syrians across the border – enemy territory. Someone said, 
‘Never again, not on our watch.’ It shouldn’t be shocking, 
but yet it is. Israel is fulfilling a mitzvah by saving fellow 
human beings.”
See “Women” on page 16

Happy Chanukah from

Happy Rosh Hashanah from

HAPPY CHANUKAH

Tax Planning & Preparation
Accounting & Auditing

 Business Valuations
Software & Computer Consulting

Peer Review Services

92 Hawley Street • P.O. Box 1330
Binghamton, NY 13902-1330

www.pnlcpa.com

A Very Joyous 
Passover

115 East Main Street
Endicott, NY

from

Gary Freed

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company.
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and affi  liated Companies

Home Offi  ce: Columbus, OH 43215-2220

754-9008

GARY FREED
115 East Main Street, Endicott
For all your insurance needs

LIFE HOME CAR

Happy
New Year

115 East Main Street
Endicott, NY

from

Gary Freed

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company.
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and affi  liated Companies

Home Offi  ce: Columbus, OH 43215-2220

754-9008

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company.
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and affi  liated Companies

Home Offi  ce: Columbus, OH 43215-2220

Happy
Chanukah

115 East Main Street
Endicott, NY

from

Gary Freed

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company.
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and affi  liated Companies

Home Offi  ce: Columbus, OH 43215-2220

754-9008

Call once.  And for all.
754-9008



December 8-14, 2017Page 16 - The Reporter

Schrode has solidified her identity as a 
“progressive, pro-Israel Jewish activist” 
despite her former belief that “you can’t 
be pro-Israel with a left, Democratic up-
bringing.” After she started identifying 
as pro-Israel, Schrode said that “the first 
backlash was from the left, including one 
person who said that going to Israel was 
like spitting on the grave of a Palestinian 
child.” Then came the neo-Nazis. But her 
self-expression was undeterred.

“I think about the values I want to instill 
in the world, and the magic and connection 
of Israel, and being Jewish has to be a part 

Women Continued from page 15

news from around europe
From JTA

Holocaust memorial in Athens with Elie Wiesel 
inscription is vandalized

Vandals stripped away inscriptions on the Holocaust memorial in Athens written by 
Elie Wiesel. The attack on the memorial, commemorating the more than 60,000 Greek 
Jews killed during World War II, took place on Dec. 2, according to the English-lan-
guage Greek Reporter. Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor who would go on to become an 
author and Nobel Prize winner, wrote the inscription especially for the engraved plaque. 
It was written in Greek, French and English, but only the English inscription remains. 
“Elie Wiesel’s appeal to the passer-by to stand, to remember, to honor the victims of the 
Holocaust was turned into an act of vandalism, disrespect, insult,” said Minor Moisis, 
president of the Jewish community of Athens, according to the European Jewish Press. 
He said the memorial will remain open and accessible to the public. The memorial, 
which was designed by Greek American artist DeAnna Maganias, was erected in 2010. 
Located in a small park overlooking the Keramikos archaeological site, the memorial 
features pieces of a broken marble Magen David, each representing a lost Greek Jewish 
community. The names of the communities are engraved in the marble piece pointing in 
the direction where they once existed. About 5,000 Jews now live in Greece. The Dec. 
2 vandalism is not the first time that the memorial has been desecrated. In 2014, threats 
against the Jewish community were spray-painted on the monument and several months 
later the logo of the ultranationalist group known as the Unaligned Meander Nationalists 
was spray-painted in blue on the memorial.
London Orthodox teacher fired for living with her 
boyfriend wins discrimination case

A teacher at a Jewish nursery school in suburban London who said she was fired for 
living with her boyfriend won her case of religious and sexual discrimination. Zelda de 
Groen, 24, sued the Gan Menachem Nursery in Hendon after losing her job in July 2016. 
She had worked there for four years. On Dec. 1, the Watford Employment Tribunal said 
that de Groen’s experience with the school was “undoubtedly humiliating, degrading and 
offensive.” It dismissed the school’s claims that it was justified in firing her. The tribunal 
will hold an additional hearing at an undetermined date to discuss compensation. In 
her lawsuit, de Groen had asked for more than $26,000. The nursery for children under 
the age of 8 was described as “ultra-Orthodox” in court. De Groen grew up in a haredi 
Orthodox home in Stamford Hill in London, but left “after many years of significant 
discontent.” She moved in with her boyfriend in April 2016. The couple married in July. 
In May 2016, they were guests at a barbecue along with some school trustees and par-
ents of pupils. During the event, it became known that the unmarried couple was living 
together. Some parents spoke to the school about their objections to de Groen’s living 
situation afterward, the Jewish Chronicle reported. De Groen told the tribunal that school 
managers subjected her to a “humiliating” hour-long interview in which they said it was 
time for her to get married. She also described their tone as “threatening.” “I was told 
that having kids outside of marriage is wrong and will not be tolerated. Their comments, 
and the personal nature of the meeting, were humiliating,” she also said. De Groen told 
the tribunal that the nursery told her one solution to the issue would be for her to lie 
about her living situation. Two days after the meeting, de Groen asked her managers for 
an apology, but instead was given a letter notifying her of disciplinary proceedings. She 
was fired a month later.

American teen gets suspended sentence for scratching 
name on Auschwitz barracks

A Polish court gave a suspended one-year sentence to an American teenager for 
scratching his name on a barracks wall at Auschwitz. Polish police arrested the yeshiva 
student, 17, in July after he was caught by a guide while etching his name into the interior 
wall, according to reports. The teen also was ordered to pay 1,000 zlotys, or $280, to the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau state museum. He did not appear at the court hearing. The judge at a 
court in the town of Oswiecim said he was surprised that a yeshiva student would desecrate 
the site. “This act was committed by a student of a religious school for future rabbis, so by 
someone who should be fully aware of the importance and nature of the former Auschwitz 
camp,” Judge Konrad Gwozdziewicz was reported as saying. The judge also reportedly 
said that he ordered a light sentence because the teen expressed remorse and he was young.
Britain joins U.S., Canada in opposing U.N. resolution 
on “Syrian Golan”

Nov. 30, the British delegate told the assembly he voted no because “resolutions which 
undermine the credibility of U.N. bodies risk hardening positions on both sides, and do little 
to advance peace or mutual understanding,” he said. “It is unnecessary and disproportionate.” 
The resolution, which passed 106-6 with 58 abstentions, condemns Israel’s 1981 annexation 
of the Golan, which it took from Syria in the 1967 Six-Day War. It calls Israel’s presence 
“a stumbling block in the way of achieving a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the 
region.” The text resembles previous resolutions passed annually at the General Assembly 
with Syrian or Arab sponsorship. Nearly half a million people have died in Syria since the 
outbreak in 2011 of a bloody civil war featuring atrocities by Sunni and Shiite militia and 
the regime of the country’s besieged dictator, Bashar Assad. The other European Union 
countries abstained in the vote, as Britain had done in the past following the civil war’s out-
break. The General Assembly passed another five resolutions on Israel and the Palestinian 
territories that contain critical language on Israel, including a text on Jerusalem that called the 
Temple Mount, a holy site for Muslims and Jews, by its Islamic name only. That text passed 
151-6, with nine abstentions. Another resolution called on the United Nations to observe an 
“International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People” on Nov. 29, the 1947 date that 
the Security Council adopted a plan for the partition of the British Mandate on Palestine, 
paving the way to Israel’s creation. Separately, the U.N. International Criminal Court in The 
Hague decided not to pursue war crimes charges against Israel in the slaying of nine Turkish 
anti-Israel activists at sea in 2010. The activists were attempting to break Israel’s blockade of 
Gaza, the coastal strip controlled by the Hamas terrorist group. Israeli soldiers who boarded 
their vessel, the Mavi Marmara, were beaten and stabbed, prompting the Israeli troops to 
open fire. “The information available provides a reasonable basis to believe that war crimes 
under the Court’s jurisdiction have been committed in the context of interception and takeover 
of the Mavi Marmara by IDF (Israeli Defense Forces) soldiers on 31 May 2010,” read the 
paper seen by Reuters on Nov. 29. But lawyers decided the crimes in question were not of 
sufficient gravity to fall under the court’s jurisdiction, the papers added.
French police arrest five suspects in “antisemitic” 
home invasion

French police arrested five people in connection with a home invasion near Paris that 
prosecutors and representatives of French Jewry said was an antisemitic attack. The sus-
pects – a career criminal in his 50s, three younger men and a 19-year-old woman – were 
apprehended n Nov. 28 on suspicion that they planned and executed the crime in Septem-
ber at the home of a Sephardic Jewish leader, Le Figaro reported. The younger men are 
believed to have broken into the home of Roger Pinto, the president of Siona, a group that 
represents Sephardic Jews, allegedly as part of a plan devised by the older suspect and the 
woman, who were not named in the report. The attackers beat Pinto’s son and wife in the 
home in the northeastern suburb of Livry-Gargan, the Dreuz news website reported. One of 
the attackers said “You Jews have money,” according to the family members. Prosecutors 
told Le Figaro that the suspects would be charged with a home invasion with aggravated 
elements of a hate crime. The report did not indicate whether the suspects denied or admitted 
committing the crimes. The family members told police that the attackers, who they said 
were black men in their 20s or 30s, took their credit cards and jewelry, interrogated them 
for hours about additional items they could steal and threatened to kill them. The men fled 
after Pinto managed to discretely call rescue services on a mobile phone. The Pintos were 
taken to the hospital for treatment. They suffered some minor injuries and were deeply 
traumatized, according to Dreuz. The incident was one of several cases in France in recent 
years in which criminals apparently singled out Jews based on the belief that they have 
money. The CRIF umbrella group of French Jewish communities and the National Bureau 
of Vigilance Against Anti-Semitism said the incident was an antisemitic attack. 

of it. So it took me 19 years to discover it, 
but I’m here now,” she said. 

Waverman and Schrode both praised 
the tour for providing them with the space 
to think about complex issues and discuss 
them with other Jewish women who work 
in the media. 

“What a gift to create the head space 
to grapple with identity – my identity 
as a Jewish woman has never mattered 
more than now,” said Schrode. “So now, 
we have to decide what we are going to 
do with that identification and where to 
go from here.” 
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 news from around israel 
From JTA

Palestinians warn of new intifada, end of peace process 
if Trump recognizes Jerusalem as Israeli capital

The Palestinian terror organization Hamas said it would incite a new intifada, or 
uprising, if the United States recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. (See related brief 
on page 20.) Hamas on Dec. 2 issued a statement calling on Palestinians to “incite an 
uprising in Jerusalem so that this conspiracy does not pass. ...This decision would repre-
sent a U.S. assault on the city and give legitimacy to )Israel) over the city,” the statement 
also said. “We call on the Palestinian people to stand as an impenetrable floodgate and 
a tall wall against this decision and renew the Jerusalem intifada.” The statement is in 
response to reports that U.S. President Donald Trump would give a speech on Dec. 6 
recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. The White House has refused to confirm the 
reports. Axios first reported plans for the speech. Other reports have said that in tandem 
with recognizing Jerusalem, Trump will for the second time sign a waiver suspending a 
1995 law that mandates moving the embassy to the city from Tel Aviv. Every president, 
including Trump in June, has signed the waiver every six months since the law’s passage. 
Friday, Dec. 1, was ostensibly the deadline for Trump to sign the waiver of the 1995 law, 
but there was no sign that he had signed it. There have reportedly been instances in the 
past, however, when a president delayed until Monday signing a waiver that was due 
on a Friday. White House officials continued to be vague on Dec. 3 about the prospects 
of a change in Jerusalem policy. “There are options involving the move of an embassy 
at some point in the future, which I think, you know, could be used to gain momentum 
toward a – toward a peace agreement, and a solution that works both for Israelis and for 
Palestinians,” H. R. McMaster, the national security adviser, said on “Fox News Sunday.” 
The Palestinian Authority claims eastern Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian 
state. P.A. President Mahmoud Abbas adviser Mahmoud Habash said on Dec. 2 that a 
Trump recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel would bring about the “complete 
destruction of the peace process,” Ynet reported. He also said that “the world will pay the 
price” for any change in Jerusalem’s status. On Dec. 1, a delegation from the Palestinian 
Authority met with Trump’s Jewish son-in-law and White House adviser Jared Kushner to 
warn the Trump administration that any acknowledgment of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
or of moving the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem would end the peace process, 
according to Israeli media reports. They and the Arab world have long opposed a potential 
relocation of the U.S. embassy, repeatedly warning that it could spark fresh unrest. On 
Nov. 29, Israel’s Hadashot news reported that Trump was set to move the embassy from 
Jerusalem to Tel Aviv. “We have nothing to announce,” a White House official told JTA 
later that day. Vice President Mike Pence told a pro-Israel event on Nov. 28 that Trump 
was “actively considering when and how” to move the embassy. Trump had campaigned 
on moving the embassy but backpedaled once he assumed office after representations by 
Jordan’s King Abdullah, who argued that a move would be disruptive and dangerous. 
Abdullah was in Washington, DC, in late November meeting with government officials.

Israel will not allow Iran to entrench itself in Syria, 
Netanyahu warns

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned in a video statement that Israel would 
not allow Iran to gain a foothold in Syria, hours after reports that his country had struck 
an Iranian military installation near Damascus. “Let me reiterate Israel’s policy: We will 
not allow a regime hell-bent on the annihilation of the Jewish state to acquire nuclear 
weapons. We will not allow that regime to entrench itself militarily in Syria, as it seeks 
to do, for the express purpose of eradicating our state,” said Netanyahu in the video re-
leased the night of Dec. 2 after the Jewish Sabbath. The 18-second video reportedly was 
recorded on Nov. 30 and is part of a longer version that was scheduled to be broadcast 
on Dec. 3 at the annual Saban Forum of the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC. 
Foreign media reported on Dec. 2 that Israel launched five missiles from Lebanese air-
space at the Iranian military facility. Syrian media reported that it had intercepted some 
of the missiles. Israel generally does not comment on foreign media reports of military 
activity in neighboring countries. Israel reportedly has carried out dozens of airstrikes in 
Syria in the more than six years of the country’s civil war, generally against arms con-
voys bringing weapons to Hezbollah in Lebanon that Israel fears will be used against it.
Religious leaders get guidelines on proper conduct 
with congregants

An interfaith initiative has created international ethics guidelines for religious leaders 
to insure proper conduct with their congregants. The Ten Guidelines were announced the 
week of Dec. 1 in Jerusalem by the International Conference of the Israeli organization 
Tahel, Israel’s Crisis Center for Religious Women and Children. The new initiative calls 
upon religious leaders around the world to unite and discuss issues of sexual violence and 
abuse within the community, and to formulate and adhere to international guidelines. The 
Ten Guidelines include a reminder to clergy to trust their instincts. For example, the guide-
lines say, “If you feel that extra distance is appropriate in a specific circumstance, trust your 
feelings. It’s a red flag, warning you to take extra precautions.” Another guideline urges 
religious leaders to avoid virtual communication with their students, congregants and fol-
lowers, since words can be misconstrued and understood as inappropriate or harassing. They 
are also encouraged to install glass doors in their offices, place a desk between themselves 
and their guests, document any meeting in writing, and avoid all physical contact. Among 
the world leaders who signed on to the guidelines are Rabbi Doctor Aharon Adler from 
Jerusalem, a talmudic scholar; Elizabeth Petersen, an Anglican Catholic who founded the 
South African Faith and Family Institute, which unites leaders of various faiths in Africa; 
Ramadan Dabash, mukhtar in eastern Jerusalem; and Victor Vieth, a Catholic legal scholar 
who founded the Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center. “What’s unique 

about the initiative is its emphasis on the hierarchy of the religious environment that makes 
it such fertile ground for sexual offenses within the community,” Tahel Director Debbie 
Gross said in a statement. “Religious victims of abuse will often turn to their faith leader 
long before they appeal to the authorities on the assumption that they feel secure enough 
to go public at all. The tendency to hush up stories within the community in order to pre-
serve its solid reputation and avoid betraying the group causes many teachers, guidance 
counselors and school principals to look away rather than report problematic situations.” 
The guidelines for clergy come in the wake of a series of sexual assault complaints against 
prominent American men in the entertainment, sports, political and media worlds.
Israeli patrolman comes to aid of stranded bride and 
groom

An Israeli patrolman who stopped for a car broken down on Israel’s highway 4 dis-
covered a stranded bride and groom on their way to their own wedding. The patrolman, 
part of Netivei Israel National Traffic Management Center, a government-owned service 
that helps drivers with car trouble on Israel’s highways, determined that the car would 
need to be fixed in a garage and offered to drive the couple to their wedding in his car. 
The patrolman not only asked his main office to allow him to drive the couple to their 
wedding, but also asked for and received permission to decorate the patrol car as is 
traditional for the wedding car. The incident occurred near Yavne in central Israel the 
week of Dec. 1, Hadashot news reported the evening of Dec. 2. The center has 26 drivers 
operating 10 cars that travel the country’s highways to help drivers forced to pull over 
on the highway due to engine trouble, flat tires, or overheated radiators, for example.
Israel pulls out of Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit in Germany 
over political conflict

Israel has pulled out of a planned exhibit of the Dead Sea Scrolls in Frankfurt because 
the German government would not guarantee their return if claimed by Palestinians. The 
Frankfurt Bible Museum announced that it has canceled the exhibit scheduled for a September 
2019 opening. Its director, Jurgen Schefzyk, said he regretted the German government’s 
decision, adding that neither Holland nor Austria would have hesitated to issue general 
immunity guarantees. According to German news reports, the government guarantee would 
have blocked Palestinian or Jordanian authorities from contesting the provenance of the 
scrolls, which are among the oldest known texts related to the Hebrew Bible. Twelve years 
ago, Germany became the first country to exhibit a segment of the scrolls outside the Middle 
East, according to James Snyder, then director of the Israel Museum. The first scrolls in 
the cache were discovered in 1946 by Bedouins in the West Bank, which since 1967 has 
been under Israel’s control. In 2010, the Jordanian antiquities department demanded the 
return of some of the scrolls, which it said Israel had taken illegally from a museum there 
in the 1967 war. The Frankfurt Bible Museum, which is largely funded by a local Protestant 
umbrella organization, reportedly has worked closely with Israeli Antiquities Authority 
officials for years. Before lending the scrolls, Israel required a guarantee from Germany 
that they would be returned. Boris Rhein, the culture minister from the state of Hesse, told 
German news agencies that the German Foreign Ministry and federal commissioner for 
cultural affairs considered the ownership of the scrolls to be unclear. Rhein said he would 
have gladly issued the guarantee himself, if he could. Frankfurt’s director of cultural affairs, 
Ina Hartwig, said the cancellation was an “emotional disappointment” and lost opportunity. 
A segment of the scrolls was displayed in Berlin’s Martin Gropius-Bau Museum in 2005 
as part of an exhibit honoring 40 years of diplomatic relations between Germany and the 
Jewish state. At the time, Snyder called the scrolls “a kind of ‘Mona Lisa’ for us,” adding 
that he was “proud of its first voyage away from Israel.”
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• Knowledgeable & Courteous Staff
• Organic & Low Sulfite Wines Available
• Over 700 Imported Wines From:
  France, Italy, Spain, & South America
• Over 250 New York State Wines

64 Leroy Street, Binghamton, NY
724-2935

Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 11:00pm

Our Wishes for a
HAPPY

PASSOVER

LEROY PACKAGE STORE
The area’s largest selection of Wines and Spirits!

We Carry over 50 different Kosher Wines:
• Case Discounts on Wine
• Special Orders Welcome
• Knowledgeable & Courteous Staff
• Organic & Low Sulfite Wines Available
• Over 700 Imported Wines From:
  France, Italy, Spain, & South America
• Over 250 New York State Wines

64 Leroy Street, Binghamton, NY
724-2935

Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 11:00pm

Our Wishes for a
HAPPY

NEW YEAR

We Carry over 50 different Kosher Wines:
• Case Discounts on Wine
• Special Orders Welcome
• Knowledgeable & Courteous Staff
• Organic & Low Sulfite Wines Available
• Over 700 Imported Wines From:
  France, Italy, Spain, & South America
• Over 250 New York State Wines

Catering for all Occasions
Birthdays, Quinceañeras, Engagements, Weddings, Charity Events,

Family and Religious Celebrations and more!

Our Experienced Staff will exceed your expectations by handling every detail with
our extraordinary expertise for an event your guests will find truly remarkable!

Please contact our experts:
Ms. Nikki Kane – Catering Coordinator

(607) 722-7575, extension 1632 or nkane@binghamtondoubletree.com

Ms. Lisa Clark – Catering Sales Manager
(607) 722-7575, extension 1611 or lclark@binghamtondoubletree.com

Ms. Katrina O’Dea – Director of Catering
(607) 722-7575, extension 1612 or kodea@binghamtondoubletree.com

Experience the Unforgettable

DoubleTree by Hilton Binghamton
225 Water Street, Binghamton, New York 13901

www.binghamton.doubletree.com
 

 

Do a big mitzvah and donate your car or minivan 
that’s drivable to Chabad of Binghamton!

(donation tax deductible)

Call 607-797-0015 or email info@jewishbu.com

Don’t park it.
Donate it.

 

 

 

Do a big mitzvah and donate your car or minivan 
that’s drivable to Chabad of Binghamton!

(donation tax deductible)
Call 607-797-0015 or email info@jewishbu.com

Don’t park it. Donate it.
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Congregational Notes

RABBI ZEV SILBER, BETH DAVID SYNAGOGUE

Weekly Parasha
Vayeshev, Genesis 37:1-40:23

Friday, December 8, light candles ...................... 4:13 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 9 .................. 5:14 pm
Friday, December 15, light candles .................... 4:14 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 16 ................ 5:15 pm

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For schedules of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, 
and surrounding communities.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015
Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed: Mini courses throughout the year. Adult Hebrew offered 
regularly. Call the office for details.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed; 
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bethdavidbinghamton
Shabbat Services:
Friday, December 8 ..............................................4:15 pm
Shabbat, December 9................................................9 am
 .................................................. Mincha after the kiddush
 .................................................................Maariv 5:35 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., December 9 ................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., Dec. 11-15 .................................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., Dec. 10 ........................................................4:15 pm
Mon.-Thurs., Dec.11-14.............................................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Wednesday, December 13, at 7 pm, Beth David 
Sisterhood will hold a meeting. The program will feature 
musical entertainment by Moshe Shmaryahu and a group 
who will sing a selection of songs.

Temple Concord
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcordbinghamton@gmail.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, December 8, at 8 pm, Shabbat services will 
be led by Rob and Shari Neuberger.

On Saturday, December 2, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school; at 9:15, adult education; and at 10:35 am, there will 
be family Shabbat services with religious school faculty 
and Jeff Strosberg. Hanukkah House Museum will be open 
from noon-4 pm.

On Sunday, December 10, Hanukkah House Museum 
and Gift Shop will be open from noon-4 pm.

On Tuesday, December 12, and Thursday, December 14, 
Hanukkah House Museum will be open from noon- 4 pm. 

On Friday, December 15, at 6:30 pm, there will be a 
Shabbat Chanukah potluck dinner and holiday celebration. 
The entire evening will take place at the holiday dinner tables 
in the social hall. All are welcome to attend.

On Saturday, December 16, at 9 am, there will be reli-
gious school. At 9:15 am, there will be a Shabbat Chanu-
kah service and consecration of Temple Concord’s newest 
religious school students. A celebration in the social hall 
will follow with activities and holiday refreshments. All 
are welcome to attend.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Tuesday and Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 
9:30 am.

On Friday, December 8, minyan will be held at 5:30 pm.
On Saturday, December 9, at 9:30 am, services will 

be led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah portion 
will be Genesis 37:1- 40:23. The haftarah will be Amos 
2:6-3:8. The kiddush sponsor will be Marcia Hofstein.

On Wednesday, December 13, the Hebrew Crash 
Course, session 5, will take place at 7 pm. 

On Friday, December 15, at 5:30 pm, there will be a 
Shabbat Chanukah dinner and services.

On Tuesday, December 19, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Board of Trustees meeting.

The temple office will be closed Friday-Wednesday, 
December 22-27.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a 
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-a-half weeks or 
more before the date to ensure time to make up a minyan. 

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on 
Sundays and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and
Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah 
(eighth-grade and high school) classes will meet at times 
designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, December 8, Shabbat services will be 
held at 8 pm.

On Saturday, December 9, Tot Shabbat will be held 
at 11:30 am.

On Sunday, December 10, from 9 am-3 pm, the annual 
Temple Beth-El Chanukah Festival Concert and Jewish 
Book and Craft Fair will be held. The event is free and 
open to the public. The Chanukah Concert is co-spon-
sored by Temple Beth-El and Congregation Tikkun v’Or.

On Sunday, December 10, at 7 pm, at the Carriage 
House Café Loft, 308 Stewart Ave., there will be a CD 
release concert for “Listen!” by Resonate, a musical group 
featuring Cantor Abbe Lyons, Will Fudeman, Mahmud 
Burton, David Frumkin, John Hilton and John Simon. 
Tickets will be available at the door. 

The reading of the haftarah was instituted during the 
Second Temple period when learning and public reading 
of the Torah was outlawed. The rabbis instituted reading 
parts of the prophetic books, which weren’t forbidden, 
to replace the Torah reading on Shabbat. Sometimes the 
prophetic reading selected was one that dealt with seasonal 
events, such as a holiday or a special Shabbat. Otherwise, 
the selection related somewhat to the weekly parasha that 
would have been read had it been permitted. The tradition 
to read from the prophets, once instituted, has continued 
to this very day even though we are no longer prohibited 
from publicly reading from the Torah.

The recipe for redemption: love

The haftarah for Vayeshev is taken from the book of 
Amos and makes reference at the very beginning to the 
sale of Joseph, which is found in this week’s Torah reading.

“Thus says the Lord: For three transgressions of Israel, 
Yea, for four, I will not reverse it; Because they sell the 
righteous (tzadik) for silver.” (Amos 2:6) The commen-
tators explain that the reference of selling the tzadik for 
silver refers to Joseph, who was known as Yosef Hatzadik 
– Joseph the Righteous.

Many of the haftorot describe how God will punish us 
for sins. But all the others have some words of consolation, 
encouragement and redemption, at least at the very end, 

so that we are able to look forward to salvation. Except 
for this haftarah. There are no words of consolation. The 
sale of Joseph is unforgivable. 

The story of Joseph and his brothers has given many 
the opportunity of attempting to conjecture what they ar-
gued about, how the brothers were able to sell him. Many 
commentators use apologetics to describe their behavior. 
Others concentrate on understanding what went wrong 
between them.

For example, Rabbi Berel Wein attempts to explain that 
Joseph was a dreamer, thinking only of the loftiest goals, 
See “Love” on page 19
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club

The JCC Friendship Club met on Novem-
ber 29. Before the meeting started, everybody 
was talking about phone calls that are scams. 
Ada Brummer received several calls from 
the IRS. The caller said that she was in big 
trouble. Sue Herzog said it was a scam. Deb 
Foreman said there are places to call to stop 
these calls. Bruce Orden got an e-mail from 
a scammer. He gave all the information to the 
district attorney. Sylvia Diamond had several 
calls to help her pay off her student loans. This 
is funny because she never had any student 
loans and if she did, they would have been 
paid off long before she turned 80. Then Rabbi 
Moshe Shmaryahu came and sang “Beseme 
Mucho” in Spanish, and several Chanukah 
songs in Hebrew and English.

The meeting was called to order by 

what would be best if nothing intervened, 
how we must dedicate all to God. The 
brothers were realists. We must co-exist with 
our neighbors. Sometimes it means killing 
them, as they did in Shechem, about which 
we read last week. Other times, it means 
marrying them, as the brothers married 
Canaanite women, who were not normally 
considered worthy for marriage. It always 
means having business relationships. Joseph 
felt that they were acting incorrectly and 
reported their behaviors to his father.

There are those who dream – reach for 
the sky – don’t give up until they get every-
thing. Others are realists and are prepared 
to live with the facts on the ground. This 
conflict was not resolvable, leading to the 
tragedy of the sale.

Perhaps the solution is that we have to 
have both – dreamers and realists. Many 
years later, with the famine in Israel and 
the entire Middle East, they reached this 

compromise. Joseph had them leave Is-
rael, yet settle in Goshen away from the 
local population.

Meanwhile, the actual deed is unforgiv-
able, says Amos. This leads us to understand 
why there is no prediction of redemption, no 
forgiveness and no consolation in the haftarah.

My teacher, Rabbi Joseph B. Solove-
itchik, explained that the reason for the 
events of the sale was sin’a – hatred, pure 
and simple. There is no valid reason for 
one Jew hating another Jew. This is the first 
time in recorded history that this happened. 
Sadly, it was not the last time.

When hatred is affecting how we act, 
there is no consolation. This is the message 
of the haftarah. Only when we rid ourselves 
of this senseless hatred, reversing it to aha-
vat chinam – unlimited love – can we merit 
consolation, forgiveness and redemption.

May we succeed in this goal, speedily 
and in our days.

Love Continued from page 18

news from around the u.s.
From JTA

Boston Globe cartoon of Sheldon Adelson uses 
antisemitic images, Jewish leaders say

Two Jewish leaders denounced a Boston Globe editorial cartoon that they said uses a 
caricature of Jewish billionaire Sheldon Adelson with antisemitic tropes. The cartoon that 
appeared on Dec. 1 was titled “Murder on the tax-cut express” and shows Adelson aboard 
a train conducted by President Donald Trump labeled as riding in the section for “priority 
passengers.” Adelson is shown in a dining car reading a newspaper headlined “Estate Tax 
Repealed,” and a waiter is serving him a large sack labeled “$14.6 billion.” In a letter to the 
editor published on Dec. 4 in the newspaper, Robert Trestan, regional director of the New 
England region of the Anti-Defamation League, and Jeremy Burton, executive director 
of the Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Boston, said they were “deeply 
disturbed and offended” by the Ward Sutton cartoon. “The portrayal – singling out, among 
all the donors and interests who stand to benefit, a prominent Jewish individual, Sheldon 
Adelson; depicting him with an exaggerated hooked nose; linking him with money; and 
positioning him as hidden inside the train while others conduct – evokes classic antisemit-
ic imagery and reinforces existing stereotypes,” they wrote. “At a time when hatred and 
bigotry of all forms are seeping into the mainstream, it is critical that the Globe and other 
responsible media outlets refrain from giving additional aid to those who no doubt will see 
this cartoon’s publication as further verification of long-established antisemitic views.” The 
U.S. Senate the morning of Dec. 2 passed a sweeping tax bill along party lines that critics 
charge would benefit the wealthy and raise taxes on the middle class.
James Franco to direct, star in film about Shel Silverstein

Actor and director James Franco will direct and star in a film about children’s book 
author and poet Shel Silverstein. The film, based on the book “A Boy Named Shel,” by 
Lisa Rogak, will focus on Silverstein’s personal life and professional struggles, Deadline 
Hollywood first reported. Silverstein, who was born into a Jewish family and grew up in 
Chicago, is the author of the well-known children’s poetry collections “Where the Sidewalk 
Ends” and “The Light in the Attic,” as well as the children’s book “The Giving Tree.” He 
also illustrated his books and collections. Silverstein also was a singer-songwriter and 
screenwriter. Franco, who is Jewish, is fresh off his latest success, “The Disaster Artist,” 
a biographical comedy-drama film that chronicles the making of Tommy Wiseau’s 2003 
cult film “The Room,” a critical flop that went on to become a cult classic. Franco and 
the film are reported to be in contention for several Oscars this year.
FBI identifies Missouri man who made bomb threats 
to Jewish institutions in Kansas City

A Missouri man made several bomb threats to Jewish institutions in the Kansas City area 
and in Washington, DC, a federal complaint charges. Ford Kevin Coots, 25, of Urich, MO, 
allegedly threatened the synagogues and Jewish Community Centers and later assaulted a 
federal officer sent to question him, local media reported. On April 24 of this year, Ohev 
Sholom – The National Synagogue in Washington, DC, received a call saying that 66 bombs 
would explode in the building sometime that week. Over several days in July, bomb threats 
were called in to Jewish institutions in the Kansas City area, including the Jewish Community 
Center in Overland Park, Beth Shalom synagogue in Overland Park, and Kol Ami synagogue 
in Kansas City. According to the Kansas City CBS affiliate KCTV5, one threat left on a syn-
agogue answering machine said: “You all are the problems in this ...nation. The reason the 
nation today is ...May you all die in fire. ...May you all die. I hate you with a passion. I hate 
all your guts. Die and burn.” After the synagogue threats, a man identifying himself as Ford 
Joseph Holloway submitted an online tip to the FBI saying he was the “mastermind behind 
the Jewish synagogue bomb threats.” He told the FBI where he lived and told them to try to 

arrest him, but to “be prepared for a fight as I will be armed and attempt to rake some of you 
down before you kill me....” The FBI traced the man to the home of a woman who said she 
had an adult son, Coots, who sometimes used the Holloway alias and that he suffered from 
mental health issues. The FBI also determined that several of the threats originated from his 
phone. When FBI agents went to the home in late November with a search warrant and to 
arrest Coots, he attacked them with a shovel, hitting one agent in the hand and damaging his 
gun. Coots has not yet been charged with anything connected to the bomb threats, according 
to KSHB in Kansas City, but could face up to 20 years in prison for assaulting a federal officer.
Congress advances bill allowing disaster funds for 
houses of worship

A congressional committee has approved a bill that allows federal disaster relief funds to 
go to houses of worship. The Nov. 30 unanimous vote in the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee sends the measure to the full U.S. House of Representatives for approval. 
Previously, relief funds from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, could 
not go to churches, synagogues and other houses of worship due to concerns about separation 
of church and state. Other institutions, like community centers or zoos, could receive the funds. 
The money reimburses the institutions for aid they provide to victims of natural disasters. A 
bipartisan group of lawmakers has long pushed for the change. In September, amid a string of 
hurricanes ravaging the Gulf Coast and Caribbean, President Donald Trump tweeted his support 
for churches receiving FEMA funds. “Churches in Texas should be entitled to reimbursement 
from FEMA Relief Funds for helping victims of Hurricane Harvey (just like others),” Trump 
said on Twitter. According to the text of the bill, “A church, synagogue, mosque, temple, or 
other house of worship, and a private nonprofit facility operated by a religious organization, 
shall be eligible for contributions on Nov. 30. “This has been a long time in coming, and we 
appreciate the support from our legislators as well as the Trump administration.”
Resident of NYC Jewish nursing home attacked by man 
allowed in to use bathroom

A man shouting a Jewish slur attacked the resident of a New York City Jewish nursing 
home after trying to rob him. The alleged attacker, Alen Califano, 41, of Yonkers, NY, 
was allowed in the New Jewish Home in the Bronx on Dec. 2 after telling the security 
guard he needed to use the bathroom. But Califano entered the room of a resident, where 
he lit a marijuana cigarette and trashed the room, according to the New York Post. He 
then entered the room of an 84-year-old Jewish man and demanded his money before 
hitting him with a fire extinguisher. He also shouted, “I’m going to kill you, you mother 
f***ing Jew,” according to the report. Califano was charged with robbery, burglary, a 
hate crime, assault, criminal possession of a weapon and possession of marijuana, police 
told WNBC TV. The nursing home fired the security guard, who was recently hired. 

Sylvia. Ann Brillant said the blessing over 
the cookies after the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Deb played some golden oldies on the piano, 
starting with “Harbor Lights.” We all sang 
“Happy Birthday” to Bruce. Nobody knew 
it was his birthday, so we wrote everyone’s 
birthday next to their names on the telephone 
list. Deb ended by playing “Deep Purple.”

On Wednesday, December 20, the JCC 
Friendship Club will go across the street to 
Brookdale, an assisted living facility. We will 
join the residents at their Chanukah party at 2 
pm. All are welcome to join us. The students 
from Hillel Academy will tell us the story of 
the holiday and sing Chanukah songs. 

Chag sameach.
Sylvia Diamond,

President

HAPPY CHANUKAH

84 Front Street, Binghamton
723-9024

 John Palombaro
Visit The Valet Shop Online at:
www.thevaletshop-tuxedos.com
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Passover Blessings from
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L’Shanah Tovah from

HAPPY CHANUKAH

From the staff and
management of

“On this Festival of Lights,
we pray for light and
peace for mankind.”

The Lord Bless you and keep you!
The Lord let His face shine upon you,

And be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you kindly

and give you Peace!

117 Robinson Street on Binghamton’s East Side
Take Out 723-6477 Reservations 723-6440
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Trump reportedly informs Abbas of intent to move U.S. 
embassy to Jerusalem

President Donald Trump on Dec. 5 said in a phone conversation with Palestinian Au-
thority President Mahmoud Abbas that it is the American leader’s “intention” to move the 
U.S. Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, the official P.A. news agency Wafa 
reported. The White House had said in a statement that Trump was scheduled to speak 
with Abbas, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Jordan’s King Abdullah on 
Dec. 5, and that a readout on the calls would be available later in the day. Questions about 
the status of the U.S. embassy came as Trump missed a Dec. 4 deadline to announce a 
decision regarding the potential relocation. At the same time, the president was expected 
to make an announcement on Dec. 6 on U.S. recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
Both the Gaza-ruling Palestinian terror group Hamas and the P.A. made threats ahead of 
the potential changes in U.S. policy toward Jerusalem. Hamas on Dec. 2 called to “renew 
the Jerusalem intifada,” while Abbas’ adviser, Mahmoud Habash, said that “the world will 
pay a price” for American recognition of Jerusalem as the Israeli capital. 
Netanyahu: open Israeli-Arab relations in “50 or 100 years”

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu predicted 
on Dec. 3 that Israel will be able to conduct open diplomatic relations with Arab states 
in 50-100 years. In a videotaped message played at the Saban Forum, an annual Mideast 
policy conference in Washington, DC, Netanyahu said, “When I look forward 50 or 100 
years, I believe Israel will be openly embraced by its Arab neighbors, rather than in se-
cret, in the way it’s done today. ...I see Israel as a world power that continues to provide 
cutting-edge technology and innovation to help people around the world. ...I see, in short, 
a glorious future of prosperity and peace for Israel,” he said. Regarding Iran – the source 
of ongoing security concerns for Israel due to the Islamic Republic’s nuclear program 
and growing military presence in Syria – the prime minister said, “One day the Iranian 
regime will fall. Iranian mothers and fathers will rejoice in the street. Israel will be the 
first in line to restore relations and rebuild our great partnership.”
Reports: Israel conducts second strike within days in Syria

 The Israeli Air Force allegedly conducted an airstrike the night of Dec. 4 on a “military 
scientific research center” in the Jamraya area on the outskirts of Damascus, media affiliated 
with the Syrian regime reported. “Our air defenses are confronting an Israeli missile attack 
on one of our sites in the Damascus suburbs and three of the targets were downed,” reported 
the Syrian state news agency SANA. The Hezbollah-affiliated media outlet Al Mayadeen 

stated that the Israeli military launched six missiles at the site and that three of the missiles 
were intercepted by Syrian air defense systems. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
reported that “violent explosions” were caused by Israeli jets that shook Damascus and the 
surrounding area. No casualties were reported as a result of the alleged Israeli strike. The 
Jamraya area is the site of numerous Syrian military facilities, including a potential chemical 
weapons production factory and storage unit. The facility was previously attacked in 2013 
in what was believed to be an Israeli airstrike. Reports of the airstrike near Damascus follow 
an alleged Israeli strike on Dec. 1on an Iranian military base in Syria.
Survey finds waning support for Israel among millennial 
evangelical Christians

A new survey has found that millennial evangelical Christians support Israel less than 
older generations, a possible troubling new trend for one of Israel’s strongest and most vocal 
support groups in the U.S. According to the survey, titled “Evangelical Attitudes Toward 
Israel and the Peace Process,” despite the fact that nearly 76 percent of evangelicals say 
Christians should support Israel, 41 percent of younger evangelicals have no strong views 
about Israel. Additionally, the survey found that 77 percent of evangelicals 65 and older 
say they support “the existence, security and prosperity of Israel,” while only 58 percent of 
younger evangelicals (18-34) hold similar views and say they are less sure Israel’s rebirth in 
1948 was a positive development for Palestinians. “For the most part, younger evangelicals 
are indifferent about Israel,” said Scott McConnell, executive director of LifeWay Research, 
which conducted the survey in conjunction with Chosen People Ministries and author Joel 
Rosenberg. Sympathy for the Palestinians was found to be higher among younger evan-
gelicals. While 59 percent of evangelics say Christians should do more to “love and care” 
for the Palestinians, that number rises to 66 percent for evangelicals ages 18-34.
Israel-Europe gas pipeline deal to be signed

Israel and European nations were to sign a memorandum of understanding on Dec. 5 to 
advance the construction of the world’s longest underwater gas pipeline, the financial news 
outlet Globes reported. The agreement was to be signed in the Cypriot capital of Nicosia 
at an energy summit attended by Israel’s Minister of National Infrastructure, Energy and 
Water Resources Yuval Steinitz, along with his counterparts from Cyprus, Greece, Italy 
and the European Union. The gas pipeline was originally agreed upon with the signing of a 
joint statement during April’s EastMed Energy Summit in Tel Aviv. The pipeline will cost 
upwards of $5.5 billion to construct and will span 1,200 miles, running undersea between 
Israel and Italy. Estimates state that, when operational, the pipeline will deliver 12-16 billion 
cubic meters (424–565 billion cubic feet) of gas per year. The project is slated for completion 
by 2025. The pipeline is likely to significantly increase Israel’s natural gas export potential.
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HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
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in-home care services. 

John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)
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www.handyman4seniors.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

754-6376pbaker927@yahoo.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work

We Install, Service & Repair...

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully Insured
Free

EstimatesOur
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER
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Professionals In All Phases Of:
· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment
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Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or
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Raw Local Honey Varieties
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Propolis, Pollen, Beeswax candles
Try a sample at the
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9-1 Saturdays all year
bcregionalmkt.com

suegaringhoney.com
607-775-5041

www.dustbunniez.com
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Cleaning Services:
 • Green Cleaning
 • Real Estate Cleaning
 • Passover Cleaning
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 • O�ce Cleaning
 • Commercial Cleaning
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 • Window Cleaning

Bonded & Insured

house cleaning
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A Gift for You and Your Loved One

New Book by Martin Bidney

A Lover’s Art:
The Song of Songs in Musical

English Meters, plus 280
Original Love Poems in Reply – 

A Dialogue with Scripture
Mystical, Mythical, Whimsical:

Lyrics in Solomon-Style to Woman,Wisdom,World

Jewish and Cosmopolitan

Dialogic Poetry Press
Available from Amazon
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Interior and
Exterior Remodeling 

KEVIN MICHA
CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing in kitchens and baths
 For a free estimate, call 607-221-5985 

Licensed and insured


