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Community Chanukah Celebration to be held on
Dec. 13 at the JCC

The annual Community Chanukah
Celebration, which is being co-sponsored
by the Jewish Community Center and the
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton,
will take place at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse
Rd., Vestal, on Wednesday, December 13,
from 5:15-7 pm.
The evening will begin with the Chanukah torch walk during which children
and teens from the community will lead a
procession of lights from the entrance of
Temple Israel’s parking lot to the front of
the JCC. There will be a brief ceremony
with music and recitations, after which
there will be performances by the JCC
Early Childhood Center and Hillel Acad-

emy, as well as a showing of the annual
community Chanukah video, all in the
JCC’s Auditorium.
The torch walk will take place from
5:15-5:30 pm, followed by entertainment
from 5:30-6 pm, at which time the food
buffet will open. Food tickets will be sold
for $8 per person, $6 for seniors and children, with a family maximum of $28, and
will include holiday food and more. There
will be games, face painting and arts and
crafts, as well as dreidels and chocolate
gelt while they last.
Reservations are appreciated and can
be made by calling the JCC office at
724-2417.

On Sunday, December 10, from 9 am-3
pm, Temple Beth-El, Ithaca, will hold its
annual Chanukah Festival and Jewish Book
Fair in anticipation of the holiday, which
will begin this year on the evening of Tuesday, December 12. The temple is located
at the corner of Court and Tioga streets in
downtown Ithaca.
“Drop in and you’ll find a lively indoor
market where the scents of holidays foods
mingle with the melodies of a special holiday concert and the beauty of handmade
gifts for sale,” said organizers of the event.
The main attractions are a day-long holiday
crafts fair and Jewish book fair.
Gifts for sale are all by local artists
and include jewelry, textiles, ceramics, air
plants, honey and other apiary products.
“Tom Roach will be present, selling his
much acclaimed pottery,” organizers said.
“Laurie Ament and Nancy Crane are also
returning artist participants. Naama and Gil
Menda return with their delicious honey.”
At 12:30 pm, Max Buckholtz and friends
will provide a Chanukah concert for all

ages. Woven into the concert will be the
telling of a holiday story. From 1:30-3 pm,
families and young people can enjoy craft
activities. “Make a gift to take home for a
loved one!” organizers said.
The book fair will offer many different
types of books, seeking to appeal to varied
Jewish interests. Volunteers from the Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El selected the books
and worked with Buffalo Street Books to
provide access to volumes rarely found in
local bookstores. Genres covered include
fiction, non-fiction, cookbooks and books for
grade school, middle and young adult readers.
The event is free, open to the public and
fun for people of all ages. “You are invited
to enjoy the festivities, learn about Jewish
culture and perhaps find the perfect holiday
gift,” organizers said.
The Annual Chanukah Festival is supported this year by the Temple Beth-El
and Congregation Tikkun v’Or. For further
information, contact Temple Beth-El at 2735775 or 257-9924, or visit the synagogue’s
website at www.tbeithaca.org.

Teens from the community held torches at last year’s opening ceremony for the Community
Chanukah Celebration.

Temple Beth-El, Ithaca, to host Chanukah Festival
and Book Fair on Dec. 10
At right: The
Ithaca College
Klezmorim
performed
during the
Chanukah
F e stiv al in
2016.

Federation board meeting
open to community
The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Wednesday, November
29, at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending
should make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough
materials will be available.

Spotlight

Fighting food insecurity on the BU campus

By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
According to a 2016 report by the National Campaign Against Student Hunger and
Homelessness, “food insecurity – the lack
of reliable access to sufficient quantities of
affordable, nutritious food – is common at
colleges and universities across the country,
potentially undermining the educational
success of untold thousands of students.”
Lisa Appelbaum, a student at Binghamton
University and a volunteer leader for the
campus’ Challah for Hunger group, has
experienced this problem in her own life.
“I see food insecurity on campus since
I myself am a student who is responsible
for every aspect of my education,” Appelbaum said in an e-mail interview. “At the
beginning of each semester, I hear many
of my peers discussing whether they want
to pay for the mandatory exclusive edition

textbook their professor requires or whether
to pay their bills for food or rent. It is difficult
to put off buying said materials until you’ve
paid off your upcoming bills. There are no
payment plan options, you can’t always buy
used textbooks and professors sometimes
don’t even use the textbook they required
in their syllabus.”
That means that some students are forced
to make difficult decisions on how to spend
their money. This is complicated by the
way the food service works on campus.
Students don’t pay for the number of meals,
for example, paying for a set number of
dinners, lunches or breakfasts. Instead, they
purchase food items individually. Added to
that cost is an administrative fee. In order to
purchase $400 worth of food, students also
pay a $250 administrative charge.
Applebaum said she discussed the ad-

ministrative fees with the dining service to
learn more about them and discovered one
fee is known as a “stealing fee,” something
which bothered her. “They assume students
steal from them,” she said. “I have asked
them in the office in the past what all the
fees are, they mentioned there is an administrative fee and a few others, one of which
is a stealing fee built into the cost of the
meal plan. On my bill from Binghamton,
just my meal plan is listed, but if you ask
the meal plan office what all the fees are
– why I pay $650, but only get $400 to
spend – they will explain what the rest of
your money goes to.”
The website for the dining service notes
that the students who choose the commuter
semester plan receive a “significant discount
in the community dining rooms” and pay
See “BU” on page 10

The Challah for Hunger cohort from several
campuses gathered together after a day of
education at the #RealCampus conference
for food and shelter insecurity across college
campuses. Lisa Appelbaum (kneeling) is the
last person on the right.
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Seven Israelis who have made an impact on life in America
By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) – When Natalie Portman was named the 2018
winner of the $1 million Genesis Prize, known as the “Jewish
Nobel,” it was in part an acknowledgment of her Israeli roots.
While the Oscar-winning actress mostly grew up in the
United States, Portman – née Herschlag – is also Israeli.
Her father, Avner Herschlag, grew up in Israel, and her
mother married him there. The family moved to the U.S.
when she was 3. Portman’s facility with Hebrew was on
display when she directed and starred in the Hebrew-language film “Tale of Love and Darkness,” based on the
book by Israeli writer Amos Oz.
She earned the Genesis Prize for “her commitment to social
causes and her deep connection to her Jewish and Israeli roots,”
said Stan Polovets, the Genesis Prize Foundation chairman.
Portman is far from the only Israeli-in-America success

story. Israelis have made significant contributions to just
about every industry and facet of American life, from academics to pop music. Here are some of those who have
had the biggest impact in American society while living
5,000 miles away from their first home.
Daniel Kahneman – economist, psychologist, author
Human beings are not robots – sometimes they make
irrational decisions and they are always complex. That
idea might sound like common sense, but before economist and psychologist Daniel Kahneman started his Nobel
Prize-winning work in the 1970s, economics plugged people
into equations just as they would other sets of numbers.
Kahneman’s work with his Israeli research partner Amos
Tversky (he died from cancer in 1996) on concepts such as
cognitive biases and prospect theory helped change that and
effectively launched the field of behavioral economics, which

in turn has influenced several other
fields. His 2011 book “Thinking, Fast
and Slow,” which summarized much
of his research, has sold more than
a million copies around the world.
Few have had such an outsized
impact on multiple fields of knowledge as Kahneman, 83, a Tel Aviv
native who grew up in France during
the Holocaust and returned to Israel
for college. He became a professor Daniel Kahneman in
at the Hebrew University in Jerusa- 2009. (Photo by Sean
lem before moving to Canada in the Gallup/Getty Images
late ‘70s and eventually settling at for Burda Media)
Princeton University in 1993. In 2002, he won the Nobel
See “Israelis” on page 12

Opinion

The Shabbat revolution: a movement of unity,
peace and connection
By Rabbi Dr. Warren Goldstein
JNS.org
In a world that has experienced an inordinate amount
of destruction in recent months, it might be difficult to
appreciate – or even think of – creation.
Hurricanes wreaked havoc on Houston, South Florida
and Puerto Rico, among other places. Earthquakes devastated Mexico. Las Vegas endured the deadliest mass
shooting in modern U.S. history.
In these times of crisis and pain, we have also witnessed
some of mankind’s most admirable attributes: kindness,
empathy, determination and unity. As disparate communities around the world banded together to assist the most
vulnerable among us, I was reminded of how our sages
describe the ultimate state of unity “like one person with one
heart.” We are brought together through external trauma,
whether it be natural or man-made disasters.
Yet healing must be about more than unity. To survive
and thrive daily, victims and volunteers alike – and those
who fall into neither category – need to experience life’s
simple, yet profound, gifts. Most prominent among them
are a sense of inner peace and genuine human connection.
There is nothing in our lives that better allows us to experience these gifts than Shabbat.
Justice Louis Brandeis, using a phrase coined by Joseph
Addison, the 17th century British poet, spoke of Shabbat
as “stealing a day out of life to live.” This is the special
spirit of Shabbat. On a day in which many of our routines
are restricted – going to work, writing, cooking, driving
cars, turning on lights and activating electrical appliances,
among other things – we can discover that these restrictions
are actually liberating; that it is the things we can’t do on
Shabbat which free us up to do the things we can.
Rather than impeding our enjoyment or creating inconvenience, these regulations actually create the magic and

inspiration of the Shabbat experience. Day in and day out, in
order to get by in this world, we spend so little time actively
connecting. The pace of modern life, and the tasks and responsibilities that consume our lives morning until evening,
are an intrusion; they prevent us from real connections with
our family and friends, with God, and with ourselves.
By giving us peace and tranquility, and diminishing the
ever-present noise of the outside world, the restrictions of
Shabbat liberate us. At the Shabbat dinner and lunch table,
for example, no one has to answer the phone or rush off
in the car somewhere. No one is distracted by the screens
of information and entertainment that saturate the modern
world. Or take the prohibition on driving, which frees us
to genuinely connect as we walk together side by side,
instead of talking into the car speakerphone or rearview
mirror while we negotiate traffic.
It is the restrictions of Shabbat that afford us the opportunity to really live.
We live in a world that has become a constant feed of
digital information. With marvels of modern technology
at our fingertips at any given moment, we remain glued to
our devices, and cling to social networks such as Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram as if our lives depended on them.
But Malcolm Gladwell, one of today’s most influential
thinkers, asserts that modern technology might not be the key
ingredient to everyday success – or to transformative social
revolutions. Yes, the “Arab Spring” upheavals in Tunisia,
Egypt and throughout the Arab world are widely believed
to have been sparked by social media. In a 2010 article for
The New Yorker, however, Gladwell examines episodes that
illustrate a different narrative: the so-called “Twitter Revolution” in Moldova in 2009, and the student uprising in Iran a
few months later. In a piece titled “Small Change – Why the
revolution will not be tweeted,” he notes that the role of social
media was negligible in both instances. Changing the world

through social media alone, he argues, is unlikely because
the ties between social media users are generally very weak.
Instead, real social change is achieved through the bonds
that exist between friends and family. To illustrate this
phenomenon, Gladwell looks at the Civil Rights Movement
led by Martin Luther King Jr. – specifically at how the
mass “sit-ins” at eating houses and other facilities reserved
for whites mushroomed into a nationwide protest against
segregation that changed the face of America.
As it turns out, one of the world’s latest revolutions embodies the aforementioned core human values – unity, peace and
tranquility, and real interpersonal connection. Since I introduced
The Shabbat Project in 2013 in South Africa, this worldwide
call for Jews to keep a single Shabbat has grown exponentially.
From October 27-28, this year’s Shabbat Project drew
more than one million participants across 1,416 cities and
97 countries. It has been nothing short of thrilling and
deeply inspiring to watch this movement grow, as Jews
come together across every conceivable divide – l anguage,
culture, ethnicity, geography and observance.
Fittingly, the unity of The Shabbat Project was on full
display in the places that are currently most in need of an
uplifting experience. Whether it was Houston, Las Vegas,
Mexico City or other sites of recent traumatic events,
Shabbat Project activities served as a refuge and a safe
haven, as well as a platform to bring communities together
in genuine moments of connectedness. The emphasis was
not on destruction, but creation – or more precisely, on the
day when God halted creation and commanded us to rest,
and to enjoy life’s simple pleasures. In these turbulent
times, we need Shabbat more than ever.
Rabbi Dr. Warren Goldstein is the chief rabbi of South
Africa and the founder of the International Shabbat Project,
which took place in 1,416 cities around the world from
October 27-28 this year.

In My Own Words

Workplace harassment
I remember several decades ago a male colleague
asking me, “How can you determine appropriate office
behavior between men and women.” At the time, my
easy answer was, “If you wouldn’t do it to a man” –
for example, put your arm around him, compliment
him on his looks, etc. – “then you shouldn’t do it to a
woman.” Never in my dreams did I think I would have
to add, “Don’t touch her breasts or genitals, don’t ask
her to watch you perform private sexual acts, don’t....”
I think you get the picture without my having to more
be explicit.
I find it hard to comprehend how people in positions
of power don’t understand that sexual harassment is
wrong. However, it’s becoming increasingly clear that
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so many don’t. Every day another accusation appears
– and it’s not just about those in Hollywood and the
entertainment industry. There are too many politicians
being accused of harassment. That really bothers me:
These are the people who make our laws, the people who
are supposed to set an example. Instead, they seem to
think they are exempt from the rules they make.
Perhaps we need to consider a firmer line between
work and our private lives. Perhaps there’s no place
for personal relationships of any sort in the workplace.
Perhaps nothing except business should be spoke of in
the office. Of course, that’s silly because people have to
know when they’re stepping out of line; they just don’t
care because no one has ever stopped them. In fact, some
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of them have been acting this way for decades and there
have been no repercussions – until now.
We also need to remember that sexual harassment,
like rape, is not about sex, but about power. The abuser
is forcing someone to do something they don’t want to
do. This is because the abuser has power – economic,
political or social – over the person being abusing. It’s
a sad commentary on our society that so many people
are coming forward to tell of the horrific experiences
they’ve had with those in any position of power. We
need to not only have clear rules, but to clearly enforce
those rules – no matter if the person is on the lowest
rung of society, the president of a company or a member
of government.
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Hanukkah House Museum to open on Nov. 30
Temple Concord’s Hanukkah House
Museum, a seasonal teaching museum
in the Kilmer Mansion, 9 Riverside Dr.,
Binghamton, will open for its 21st year on
Thursday, November 30, at 5 pm. It will
close on Thursday, December 28. It will be
open to the public Tuesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays from noon-4 pm and Thursdays
from 4-8 pm.
The 2017 theme, “Food for Thought:
Exploring Jewish Food from Around the

World,” will feature displays of a variety of
Jewish foods and their origins. “Discover
what Jewish cuisine means and learn how
it exists in all corners of the world,” said
Hanukkah House organizers.
Information from the 2014 Kilmer
mansion and family exhibits will also be
on display. The mansion was purchased by
Temple Concord shortly after the temple
was established in 1950. It was designed
and built in 1898 in the Italian Renaissance

and Queen Anne styles.
Additional exhibits will include information about the historic aspect of Chanukah,
with the story of the holiday told in fabric,
words, movies, a diorama and hands-on
activities. There will be displays of dreidels,
menorahs and yarmulkes. There will be a
“Kid’s Place” and Bobbie King’s dollhouses
will return again this year.
The Judaic Gift Shop, featuring a wide
selection of Judaica for Chanukah needs and

other life cycle celebrations, will be open
during museum hours except Saturdays.
Club leaders and teachers are welcome
to schedule a field trip for groups of any
size to the museum. Tours can be scheduled
mornings, afternoons or evenings by contacting Carol Herz at 222-7144. Admission
to the museum is free. A non-perishable food
donation to CHOW would be appreciated.
Questions may be sent to Hanukkah.House.
Museum@gmail.com.

BU Rabbi Moses Margolis Memorial Lecture to be
held on Nov. 30
The Binghamton University Judaic Studies Department will hold its Rabbi Moses
Margolis Memorial Lecture on Thursday,
November 30, on the BU campus, Library
Tower Room 2207, at 7:30 pm. The lecture
will feature Professor Jonathan Boyarin
of Cornell University, who will speak on
“Genealogies of the Future.” The lecture is
open to the general public.
“The work of determining lines of

Jewish kinship is primarily
understood as oriented toward
the past,” said organizers of the
lecture. “Drawing on documents
ranging from a late story by Grace
Paley, to recent ethnography of
Yiddish philanthropy as fictive
kinship, to artistic re-imaginings
of a lost family album, Professor
Boyarin discusses what happens Jonathan Boyarin

By Dora E. Polachek
On Saturday, December 9, Beth David’s
Luncheon Speaker series will feature Dr.
Jerry Schwartz, a local geriatric physician,
who will speak on “Considering Aliyah: A
Physician’s Perspective.” Schwartz will
discuss his exploration of aliyah.
“It is rare that we get a chance to have
speakers who are considering aliyah and
who can share with us the preliminary steps
they have taken, and the thought process
that took place before, during and after,”
organizers said. “Usually we hear of people
wishing to make aliyah, and the next thing
we know, we are wishing them farewell.”
A local internist and geriatrician with
United Health Services, Schwartz works as
the medical director of Bridgewater Center
for Rehabilitation and Nursing in Bing-

hamton. Born and raised in New
Jersey, he completed his undergraduate degree at the University
of Rochester and medical school
at the University of Burgundy in
Dijon, France. He then trained in
internal medicine in New York
City, finishing at Montefiore
Medical Center. After 16 years
in solo practice in New Jersey,
he moved to the Binghamton area Dr. Jerry Schwartz
in 2002. He has two sons who live locally.
Last March, Schwartz went on an exploratory visit to Israel in order to get a
first-hand glimpse of what aliyah entails. In
his talk, he will share what he learned about
the aliyah process itself, and what one needs
to do to obtain the necessary Israel medical
licensing and subspecialty recognition. He

when we start to think of Jewish
genealogy and ‘blood ties’ as
oriented toward the future.”
Boyarin is the Mann Professor of Modern Jewish Studies
and professor of anthropology
at Cornell University. His work
centers on Jewish communities
and on the dynamics of Jewish
culture, memory and identity.

His published works include “Jewish
Families,” “Mornings at the Stanton
Street Shul: A Lower East Side Summer”
(see The Reporter’s review at http://
www.thereportergroup.org/Article.aspx?aID=2471) and “The Unconverted
Self: Jews, Indians, and the Identity of
Christian Europe.”
For more information, contact the BU
Judaic Studies Department at 777-3070.

Dr. Jerry Schwartz to speak at Beth David
luncheon on Dec. 9
will also talk about job prospects
for doctors in Israel. “Everyone
who is curious about the ins and
outs of making aliyah will find
this talk fascinating,” organizers
said. “There is so much to be
learned from someone who has
returned to share his first-hand
experience and answer the many
questions we may have.”
Beth David’s luncheon speak-

Musical entertainment at
next BD Sisterhood meeting
By Paula Rubin
The next Beth David Sisterhood meeting will take place on
Wednesday, December 13, the
second night of Chanukah, at 7
pm, at the synagogue, 39 Riverside
Dr., Binghamton. The program
will feature musical entertainment
by Rabbi Moshe Shmaryahu and
friends, who will sing a selection
of songs.
Shmaryahu is a cantor who

your
ad
could
be

Rabbi Moshe
Shmaryahu

sings with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. He serves
as a cantor at Beth David
Synagogue during the High
Holidays, and as a cantor in
Prague during Passover and
other official events. He also
shares his “lyrical tenor voice”
with the children he teaches at
Hillel Academy.
He served for three years
See “Musical” on page 8
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er series takes place the second Saturday of
the month after Shabbat morning services,
and is open to the community. There is no
charge for the luncheon, but Beth David
welcomes donations to the Luncheon Fund in
order to keep the program going; they can be
made in honor of or in memory of someone,
or to mark a special occasion. Tax-deductible
donations can be sent to Beth David Synagogue, 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY
13905 attention: Luncheon Fund.
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Off the Shelf

Short stories – part 1

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Reading the short story collections for this review
helped me articulate what types of stories appeal to me.
For example, I generally prefer those that have a real beginning and ending. However, I also found myself moved
by tales that focused more on emotion than plot – these
brief descriptions would feel complete, even if the story
left me wondering what would happen next. Sometimes
beautiful writing made up for an absent plot; other times,
elegant prose couldn’t disguise a lack of cohesion. Still, it
is always interesting to see the different approaches writers
take when describing the joys and sorrows of daily life.
“Bertrand Court”
Michelle Brafman’s greatest skill is in portraying the
conflicting emotions that often arise when dealing with
siblings, spouses and parents. In the interconnecting stories offered in “Bertrand Court” (Prospect Park Books),
Brafman’s characters frequently feel equal amounts of love
and irritation for those closest to them. Her stories also show
how easy it is to misinterpret other people’s reactions to
an event, which leads to even greater misunderstandings.
Yet, once in awhile, sparks of understanding and caring
create moments to be cherished.
The cul de sac Bertrand Court is located in a suburban area
in Washington, DC, where several of the main characters live.
The Solonsky family – siblings Hannah, Eric and Amy – tie
together these stories about their spouses, in-laws, children,
friends and former lovers. Among my favorite tales are:

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is CNY Hemp
LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October
10, 2017.

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any process against the
LLC served upon him or her is:
PO Box 95, Kirkwood, NY
13795.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is White
Lemon Real Estate LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 16,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 60 Sunrise
Drive, Binghamton, New York
13905.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

 “SHHH,”

a powerful story about Hannah’s desire for
children when the probability of miscarriage is great.
 “Two Truths and a Lie,” which shows the different ways
the Solonsky siblings react to the death of their father.
 “What Hannah Never Knew,” whose focus is on the
older generation of Solonskys – their grandmother and
her sister – portrays the way minor differences matter less
when one nears the end of life.
 “You’re Next,” a look at how Eric’s wife and her mother
work together to create a loving atmosphere for the next
generation, in spite of their different approaches to life.
It was difficult to choose specific stories to spotlight
because all of them were excellent. I did make frequent use
of Brafman’s lists of characters, offered at the beginning of
the book, because at times it was hard to keep track of the
many relationships. However, this minor inconvenience
didn’t distract from the pleasure these stories offered.
“Heirlooms”
The stories found in Rachel Hall’s “Heirlooms” (BkMk
Press) also feature many of the same characters, following a
family through three generations – from Europe during the
Holocaust to Israel and the United States in contemporary
times. Hall’s ability to show events from several points of
view adds depth to her work – for example, a betrayal by
a neighbor during World War II in “La Poussette” helps
explain the desperate need to escape from danger shown
in “Leaving the Occupied Zone” and “Saint-Malo, 1939.”

Many of the stories are moving, powerful and extremely
sad. “The War Ends Many Times” shows how war limits
what otherwise might be the endless possibilities life could
offer. The different ways survivors approach their history – whether to affirm or deny it – is discussed in “Block
Party.” In “Generations,” a French farmer learns how war
can change his feelings for the land that sustained his
family for generations. A discussion of revenge dominates
“Hunger,” which questions whether punishment can ever
balance pain. My favorite story, “Heirlooms,” is a brilliant
look at what happens when one leaves behind not only the
country of one’s birth, but its language and sensibility.
While every story stands on its own, reading them together gave a better understanding of the unique difficulties
each generation faced. “Heirloom” is an excellent addition
to works about World War II and its aftermath.
“The Guy We Didn’t Invite to the Orgy”
David Ebenbach shows his literary versatility in “The
Guy We Didn’t Invite to the Orgy” (University of Massachusetts Press), which won the Juniper Prize for Fiction: Short
Story. Only a few of the stories feature Jewish characters.
However, what is impressive is the variety of content he
offers – for example, everything from an excellent portrait
of an awkward Jewish teenage boy starting to connect to
the opposite sex in “Eleven Girls” to the eerie and horrific
narrator in “The Quiet House.”
See “Stories” on page 11

LEGAL NOTICE
Secretary of State is October 18,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 30 Port
Street, Port Crane, NY 13833.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is
SEVASTOULA 123 LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 25,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 7806 13TH
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
11228.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
KAM Realty Partners, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/18/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________

1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is RRL1
Services LLC.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the

1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Lumpkin &

Sons LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 31,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 329 Oak
Street, Vestal, NY 13850.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd.,
Binghamton, NY 13903. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________

it. NYSS shall mail process to 210
N. Nanticoke Avenue, Endicott,
NY 13760. Business purpose: any
lawful activity
______________________

Wednesday Night Games, LLC filed
Art. of Org. w/ Sec’y of State (SSNY)
on 9/12/17. Office in Broome Cty.
SSNY desig. as agent upon whom
process against may be served &
shall mail process to PO Box 902,
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose:Any
lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of Formation of 607 Rentals,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/26/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 18 Timberland Dr., Binghamton,
NY 13903. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________

The Eleventh State Properties
LLC - NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(“LLC”)
Ar ticles of Organization of The
Eleventh State Properties LLC filed
with the NYS Secretary of State
(NYSS) on 10/30/2017. Office of
LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service
of process against it. NYSS shall
mail process to 102 Bevier Street,
Binghamton, NY 13904. Business
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________

1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Jeffrey L.
McKinney LLC.

HQW&S, LLC - NOTICE OF
FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is November
1, 2017.

Articles of Organization of HQW&S,
LLC filed with the NYS Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 11/06/2017. Office
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service of
process against it. NYSS shall mail
process to 210 N. Nanticoke Avenue,
Endicott, NY 13760. Business
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________

3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 3849 Gardner
Road, Binghamton, New York
13903.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Oak Tree
Capital, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
10/06/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against

To place a legal notice,
please contact
Bonnie Rozen at
724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: AATHC, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
October 3, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
H&B RENTALS, LLC - NOTICE
OF FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)
Ar ticles of Organization of H&B
R E N TA L S, L L C f i l e d w i t h t h e
NYS Secretary of State (NYSS)
on 11/08/2017. Office of LLC is in
Broome County. NYSS designated as
agent for service of process against

Notice of Formation of Vestal Dental
Associate, PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
10/26/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 533 Clayton Ave., Vestal,
NY 13850. Purpose: to practice the
profession of Dentistry.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Zacharias
Funeral Home LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
10/27/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 78 Second St., Deposit,
NY 13754. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: Moonbeam’s and Dolliewinkie’s,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was November 9, 2017.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of formation of a Limited
Liability Company. Name: Vrushiv,
LLC. Purpose is to engage in any
lawful activity. Office location is
Broome County. Articles of Org.
filed with NY Secretary of State
(NYSS) on August 29, 2017. NYSS
is designated as agent upon whom
process against it may be served;
NYSS shall mail service of process
against the LLC served upon it to:
2409 Charleston Ave., Vestal, NY
13850.
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CJS fall program looked at legacy of Six-Day War
At left: Professor Assaf
Harel discussed changes
in religious Zionism today
at the College of Jewish
Studies fall program.

The College of Jewish Studies fall program was called
“Divided By Victory: The Legacy of the Six-Day War.”
Professor Lior Libman delivered her talk on November 2.

Ben and Susan Kasper conversed with Professor Lior
Libman following her talk on the impact of the Six-Day
War on the labor and kibbutz movements.

Temple Israel Sisterhood held
programming meeting
L-r: Chiam Joy and Rabbi Zev Silber talked with Professor
Assaf Harel following his talk on November 9 on Zionism
and Jewish settlers today at the College of Jewish Studies
fall program.

Community
Calendar

The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish
Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.org,
by clicking on “calendar.” Updates or additions of events
for the calendar can be made by contacting the Federation
through its website (click on “calendar” and then “click here
to request a change to the calendar”) or by calling 724-2332.

On November 14, Temple Israel Sisterhood held an open program meeting at which many of the members got together
for a brainstorming session and explored creative ideas for future activities. Seated (l-r): Wendy Wolff, Lynne Green,
Moira Shirvan, Harriet Horowitz, Beverly Rozen and Lois Levitt. Standing: Nellie Roth, Julie Piaker, Barbara Gilbert,
Marcia Hofstein, Barbara Zelter, Maxine Rosenberg, Ann Spitz, Bobbi Markowitz and Arlene Osber.

A paid advertising section.

Women in Business Advertising Directory
Business Name
Name
Page # of ad
Berkshire Farm Center & Ser vices for Youth
		
Kaitlyn Kiley........................................ 5
Cat Doctor, The................................................. Susan M. Szczotka, D.V.M............... 7
Crystal City Olive Oil...................................... Wendy Oppenheim........................... 8
Elizabeth’s Shoes & Accessories..................... Elizabeth Rounds............................. 10
Estate Solutions of the Southern Tier............. Megan Clark..................................... 10
Howard Hanna.................................................. Suzanne (Sue) Krause........................ 5
Kristys Imagination Photography.................... Kristy Husband................................ 10
Lost Dog Café/Coffeehouse............................ Elizabeth Hughes............................... 6
Marie McKenna
Maggie Marie Marlena’s Dream Bus Tours....Cindy Ciftcioglu....................................5
Nancy Basmann Photography......................... Nancy Basmann................................. 5
Paperhanging by Dottie.................................... Dottie Lowe........................................9
Reporter, The..................................................... Bonnie Rozen..................................... 6
Robinson Home Design.................................. Diana Jenelle....................................... 9

Party At Our Place...

CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE!
BERKSHIRE FARM CENTER AND SERVICES FOR YOUTH

Children in your community need a safe haven  a temporary
home with love and caring unl things get beer.

Are you that person?
Become a foster parent with Berkshire Farm Center & Services for
Youth today. We offer 24-hour access to program assistance, free
training, intensive in-home support, and a generous monthly spend.

Call (607) 772-3123 Ext. 303
or go online to www.berkshirefarm.org
info@maggiesbuses.com
www.maggiesbuses.com

Business Name
Name
Page # of ad
Southern Tier Special Needs Resources........ Theresa Schrader, Ph.D................... 10
Sue Seibold-Simpson, N.P. - Office of Amy R. Cousins, M.D.
		
Sue Seibold-Simpson, N.P................ 6
Susan Jablon Shoppe........................................ Susan Jablon....................................... 7
Swags & Slipcovers........................................... Kathy Ritter......................................... 7
Taylor Rental/Celebrations of Binghamton.... Emily Gaudiner................................... 5
TL Interiors......................................................... Terry Ludwig...................................... 6
Tri-City Hearing................................................ Amanda VanFossen........................... 9
True Brand Studio............................................. Lana Studley....................................... 8
Vintageness Consignment Boutique............... Inessa Raytenberg..............................9
Warren Real Estate............................................ Sue Stephens....................................... 7
Women’s OBGYN Associates......................... Dr. Carol Miller ................................. 8
		
Dr. Marianne (Shantillo) Davis
		
Karen Castoro FNP
		
Melodye Onysko

Have your party at our place!
Enjoy all the same great rentals
available at Taylor Rental,
but none of the hassle of
using your own home.
Birthdays parties, retirement parties,
bridal and baby showers and more!

Real Estate Services

SUZANNE L. KRAUSE
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Cell: 607.760.3366
Office: 607.772.1177
Fax: 607.772.2435
suekrause@howardhanna.com

238-1599

howardhanna.com

Or Yours...

Wall and other Portraits

607-766-1669

Nancy Basmann,
Photographic Artist
Real Estate Services
National Award
Winner
SUZANNE L. KRAUSE
Licensed Real Estate Broker
At the location of your choice
Cell: 607.760.3366
Office: 607.772.1177
Website: nancybasmann.com
Fax: 607.772.2435

of Binghamton

Party Rentals

Locally owned and operated...
we’re all about relaxing & having fun - adventure awaits!
NYC day trips start at $45
We offer a payment plan on every public trip!

Weddings and wine tours are welcome!

• Flatware
• Tables • Linen
• Bounces
& Chairs • China
• Glassware & Games
• Tents

and
much
more!

773-1462

1029-1043 Front Street (1/2 mile north of BCC)

suekrause@howardhanna.com
607-731-1626

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

howardhanna.com

Family and other Portraits
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israeli energy minister reveals Jewish state’s covert
ties with Saudi Arabia

Israel has maintained covert contact with Saudi Arabia regarding Iran and other
areas of common interest, Israeli Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz revealed on Nov. 19.
Although high-ranking Israeli officials, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have often spoken in general terms regarding the budding backdoor diplomatic
relations between Israel and Arab states, Steinitz’s comments mark the first official

disclosure of the Jewish state’s developing ties with Riyadh. In an interview on Nov.
19 with Army Radio, Steinitz, a member of the Israeli security Cabinet, was asked why
Israel has kept its ties with Saudi Arabia secret. “It’s the other side that is interested in
keeping the ties quiet,” he said. “With us, usually, there is no problem, but we respect
the other side’s wish, when ties are developing, whether it’s with Saudi Arabia or with
other Arab countries or other Muslim countries, and there is much more… [but] we
keep it secret.” In an unprecedented move the week of Nov. 17, Israel co-sponsored a
draft resolution against Syria that was submitted by Saudi Arabia at the United Nations
Human Rights Council.

A paid advertising section.

Berkshire Farm Center &
Services for Youth
Specialty:
Location:

Non-profit child welfare agency
The Galleria
2-8 Hawley St.
Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:
Kaitlyn Kiley – Foster and Adoptive Home
Finder
Phone:
607-772-3123
E-mail:
kaitlynkiley@berkshirefarm.org
Website:
www.berkshirefarm.org
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm
Berkshire Farm Center & Services for Youth is a statewide, non-profit child welfare agency with a distinguished,
126-year history of providing specialized therapeutic and
educational services to children and families.
Children who need foster and adoptive families have
often been removed from their birth families for reasons
of abuse, neglect, abandonment and/or other issues endangering their health and/or safety. Many of these children
are filled with fear, anger, confusion, and/or a sense of
powerlessness at having been removed from the only
home they have ever known. Many are sibling groups,
older children, or young teens. Some have developmental,
physical, emotional or behavioral problems. They all need
safe, supportive, loving homes.
Become a foster parent today and make a difference in
the life of a child.

TL INTERIORS, LLC
TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM
WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

• Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design
• Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…
• Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation
From small rooms, to entire buildings ~
I will help you create your dream home or office!

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601

TL INTERIORS, LLC

• Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design
• Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…
• Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation
From small rooms, to entire buildings ~
I will help you create your dream home or office!

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601
TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM
WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

Crystal City Olive Oil, LLC
Specialty:

High quality kosher olive oils, balsamic
vinegars
Locations: 2 W. Market St., Corning, NY
186 Front St., Owego, NY
1708 Vestal Parkway E., Vestal, NY
Name:
Wendy Oppenheim
Phones:
Corning 607-936-1406
Owego 607-687-8076
Vestal 607-748-2546
E-mail:
crystalcityevoo@aol.com
Website:
www.crystalcityoliveoil.com
Facebook: Crystal City Olive Oil
Hours:
Corning: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm
Homer: Tues.-Thurs. 10:30 am-5:30 pm,
Fri.-Sat.-10:30 am-6 pm
Owego: Mon-Thurs. 10:30 am-5:30 pm,
Fri.-Sat. 10:30 am-6 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm
Vestal: Mon-Sat. 10:30 am-6 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm
Crystal City Olive Oil is a unique specialty store featuring the freshest and highest quality ultra premium extra
virgin olive oils, fussed/infused oils, specialty oils and aged
balsamic vinegars. All of the olive oils are kosher.
“Stop by one of our four locations in Vestal, Owego,
Homer or Corning and experience a whole new world of
healthy extra virgin olive oils and delicious 12-18-year-old
aged balsamic vinegars,” says owner Wendy Oppenheim.
“We change our extra virgin olive oils regularly to ensure
our customers receive the freshest oils available. Our staff
provides personal customer service, and you can taste all
the oils and vinegars before you buy. Check out our website, crystalcityoliveoil.com, for recipe ideas. Like us on
Facebook and get great tips to add new dimensions to your
cooking. We are a fun place to shop. Explore, taste, create!”

Elizabeth’s Shoes & Accessories
Specialty:

Women’s shoes, Brighton Collectibles,
Merle Norman Cosmetics
Location: 4777 Vestal Parkway
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Elizabeth Rounds
Phone:
607-773-8131
Hours:
Mon.-Wed. 10 am-6 pm, Thurs. 10 am-7 pm,
Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-5 pm
Elizabeth’s Shoes & Accessories is a women’s specialty
boutique offering the full product line of Brighton Collectibles. The collection includes jewelry, handbags, belts,
sunglasses and home and gift items. Elizabeth’s also specializes in Merle Norman Cosmetics, with free consultations
on makeup application and skin care analysis.
Elizabeth’s Shoes & Accessories offers name brand shoes,
such as Dansko, UGG, Merrell, Earth, Reiker Eric Michael
and Fly London. Recently, Elizabeth has introduced clothing.
Elizabeth’s Shoes and Accessories can now accessorize you
from head to toe.
One of the best kept
secrets in
well-woman care...

Sue Seibold-Simpson,
PhD, MPH, RN, FNP
Amy R. Cousins, MD
•Well Woman Care
•Information & Counseling
•Caring Female Staff
•Most Insurance Accepted
•Abortion Services
•Saturday Hours
We’re Here If You Need Us!

f

149 Vestal Parkway W. Vestal, NY

607 - 785 - 4171

Toll Free 1-800-676-9011
Visit Our Website:
www.AmyCousinsMD.com
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Estate Solutions of the
Southern Tier
Specialty:
Location:

Estate liquidations
10 Willow Ln.
Binghamton, NY
Name:
Megan Clark
Phone:
607-738-2574
E-mail:
megan@estatesolutionsny.com
Website:
estatesolutionsny.com
Hours:
By appointment
Estate Solutions is a locally owned and operated family
business located in Binghamton, NY. Planning and executing
a liquidation sale or moving a loved one can be complicated,
stressful and overwhelming. The staff at Estate Solutions
understand how difficult these decisions can be and are
trained to help. Estate Solutions has been working hard for
many years to develop and provide customized services for
each client’s needs. The staff have extensive experience and
exceptional customer service.
Services include, but are not limited to: estate and asset
liquidation, tag sales, foreclosure, moving and divorce sales,
downsizing, de-cluttering, relocation to assisted living, move
assistance and clean-outs. Call Estate Solutions today for a free
consultation and see if “their family can help your family.”

Howard Hanna – Suzanne (Sue)
Krause
Specialty:

Residential real estate and investment
properties
Location: 4747 Vestal Parkway East
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Suzanne (Sue) Krause, Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker
Phones:
607-772-1177
607-760-3366 (cell)
E-mail:
suekrause@howardhanna.com
Website:
www.howardhanna.com
Sue Krause is a licensed associate real estate broker with
Howard Hanna in Vestal. Sue specializes in residential real
estate, investment property and assisting people who are
relocating to this area.
She is an experienced Realtor. She worked in California
and Massachusetts before becoming a Realtor in the Greater
Binghamton area. Sue returned to real estate in 2007, after
spending many years as a successful healthcare consultant.
She is a consistent multi-million dollar producer and President’s Council member. Sue serves on the Board of the
Binghamton Youth Symphony.
“Call Sue Krause to buy or sell your house.”

Five tips for women
small-business owners
(NAPSI) – The recession was tough on many small-business owners, but new research shows that many of today’s
women-owned businesses have adapted and emerged
stronger from their experiences during the tough economy.
“Small Business: Lessons of the Recession” is an in-depth
look by Chase Card Services, the National Federation of
Independent Business and the Center for Women’s Business Research at how women small-business owners fared
during the recession. The research provides many valuable
insights, including five innovative ideas that many women
small-business owners can apply to their business plans no
See “Five” on page 7
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Five discoveries from a trove of documents
hidden during the Holocaust
By Josefin Dolsten
NEW YORK (JTA) – In October, the YIVO Institute for
Jewish Research made an astonishing announcement: the
discovery of 170,000 Jewish documents thought to have
been destroyed during the Holocaust. The papers, which date
from the mid-18th century through World War II, survived
destruction attempts by both the Nazis and the Soviets.

YIVO announced the
discovery of 170,000 Jewish
documents that were thought
to be destroyed by the Nazis.
(Thos Robinson/Getty
Images for YIVO Institute
for Jewish Research)

In 1941, as part of a program to loot Jewish museums
and institutions, the Nazis raided YIVO, which is now
based in New York, but then was headquartered in Vilna. A
group of Jewish slave laborers called the “Paper Brigade”
smuggled some books, papers and artwork into the Vilna
ghetto – risking their lives in the process. After World War
See “Five” on page 15
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Nancy Basmann Photography

Kristys Imagination
Photography

Specialty:

Specialty:

Weddings, portraits, special events, seniors,
pets
Name:
Kristy Johnston
Phone:
607-221-1225
E-mail:
kristyphotography@gmail.com
Website:
www.kristysphoto.com
Hours:
By appointment only
Kristys Imagination Photography is a locally owned
business in the Binghamton region providing on-location
photography services for any occasion, such as weddings,
portraits or other special events. Sessions are done on location by appointment only, and provide you with quality
photography services in the comfort of your own home or
the location of your choice.
“I have always had a passion for photography and therefore decided to pursue it as a career,” says owner Kristy
Johnston. “I truly enjoy what I do as a photographer. I get to
capture some of life’s most important and precious moments.”
Offering a variety of products and photography services,
Kristys Imagination Photography is your professional
on-location photographer.
For more information, call 607-221-1225 or e-mail kristyphotography@gmail.com. You can also see a portfolio and
more information at www.kristyhusbandphotography.com.

Maggie Marie Marlena’s Dream
Bus Tours & Charters
Specialty:

Charter bus and limo tours, day and
overnight trips
Location: Binghamton, NY
Name:
Cindy Ciftcioglu
Phone:
607-766-1669
E-mail:
cwc@maggiesbuses.com
Website:
www.maggiesbuses.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/maggiesbuses
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-5 pm
Maggie’s is locally owned and operated. Payment plans are
available on all trips, as well as assigned seating. Weddings
and wine tours are welcome. Private charter clients can request a staff member on board to assist in any way necessary,
and Maggie’s can do all of the work arranging charter trips.
Maggie’s offers New York City day trips for $45 and can
arrange discounted show or sporting event tickets. New York
City overnights are always on a Saturday and guests stay
at a five-star hotel. Rooms for large groups are available.
A staff member is on all trips open to the public. Snacks on
public trips are from local businesses, and Maggie’s includes
local non-profits. Call for details.
Maggie’s is a member of the American Bus Association.

Lost Dog Café
Specialty:
Location:

Eclectic food and a friendly atmosphere
222 Water St., Suite 101
Binghamton, NY 13901
Names:
Elizabeth Hughes and Marie McKenna, coowners
Phone:
607-771-6063
Website:
www.lostdogcafe.net
Facebook: Lost Dog Café Binghamton
Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am-10 pm, closed Sun.
Lost Dog Café debuted October 21, 1994, in a funky
old garage on Main Street with a love of good food, good
people and a strong sense of community as inspiration. In
April 1997, the café moved to 222 Water St., downtown
Binghamton. The café has become a favorite place for lunch,
dinner or just hanging out, and features live music, poetry
readings, art exhibits and charity events.
In June 2012, the Lost Dog opened a lounge and additional catering space accommodating 80 seated guests
and 140 for cocktail parties. In March 2004, Lost Dog
Café was inducted into the Small Business Development
Center’s Small Business Hall of Fame. The owners of
Lost Dog Café were also awarded the Small Business
Association’s Excellence Award in April 2004 and
Greater Binghamton Chamber Business Persons of Year
Award in 2012.

Portraits, bar mitzvah, real estate/architecture;
street portraiture for art galleries
Location: 4816 Country Club Rd.
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Nancy Basmann
Phone:
607-731-1626
E-mail:
nancy@nancybasmann.com
Website:
nancybasmann.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. and Sun. 10 am-noon, 2-6 pm
Nancy Basmann is, by Professional Photographers of
America, a Certified Professional and Master Photographer
who has won many national awards and has images in art
books. “To my clients,” Nancy narrates, “I bring the eye
and the skill of a capable photographer. My interest is to
show the client as they wish to appear. My consultations
are sociable and my shoots are enjoyable, with refreshments and teamwork. I shoot into a computer so my clients
view the images as we progress and suggest changes.
My output runs the gamut of papers with linen and other
textured sprays, and for my clients’ walls, framed fine art
prints, and prints on aluminum, canvas, or mounted on
polished acrylic.”

Paperhanging by Dottie
Specialty:

Interior decorating specialist with over 30
years’ experience
Name:
Dottie Lowe
Phones:
785-3916
727-1356 (cell)
E-mail:
dot@stny.rr.com
Hours:
Consultation by appointment
“This edition of The Reporter allows me the perfect
opportunity to thank all my customers, both old and new,
for their loyalty and trust over my 30-plus years ‘on the
ladder,’” says Dottie. “I will continue to offer you my
professional experience in interior painting as well as
the removal and/or the installation of wall coverings. My
goal is to provide a service that will make your special
project as stress free as possible. I love what I do... let me
do for you.”

Office of Amy R. Cousins, M.D.
Aphrodite Medical PLLC
Specialty:
Location:

Well woman care and abortion
149 Vestal Parkway W.
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Amy R. Cousins, M.D.
Phone:
607-785-4171 or 1-800-676-9011
Website:
www.AmyCousinsMD.com
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5 pm, Sat. 10 am-2 pm
Dr. Amy Cousins has been providing gynecological care
and abortion services since 1989. She has cared for women
on Medicaid and those who lack insurance with the help of
the Aphrodite Access Fund.
“Sometimes women need funds for a taxi or gas to get
home, or for a portion of the fee,” said Peg Johnston, manager
of Dr. Cousins’ office. “Lately, women’s needs are increasing
and Medicaid reimbursement is substantially below costs,
so we are gratefully accepting donations to the Aphrodite
Access Fund.” Donations in any amount may be sent to PO
Box 642, Vestal, NY 13851.

Five

Continued from page 6
matter how the economy is doing.
1. Social media is not just for socializing. It became a valuable business tool during the recession. Half the women now
use social media compared to 4 percent before the recession.
Of those surveyed, 56 percent said social media is “very important” or “important” to their business. Social media sites
are free platforms that can easily connect business owners to
customers – a cost-effective way to promote your business.
2. It’s wise to constantly examine your customer base.
Although 54 percent focused on generating new business
among existing customers during the recession, one in four
are now marketing to a customer base that’s different from
pre-recession targets. Always think critically about your
customer base and make your decisions on the numbers.
Targeting new types of customers requires a thorough
analysis of profit and growth potential.
3. It’s good to become involved in community activities.
Nearly two out of five women-owned businesses increased
their involvement during the recession in civic, social or
school activities to increase exposure for their business while
creating value for their community. It can be a cost-effective
way to strengthen sales efforts.
4. It pays to control costs. During the recession, 45 percent of
the firms focused on controlling costs as a remedy to the economic
times, while 31 percent concentrated on increased sales. Looking
back, 59 percent feel their focus area was the right choice.
5. The right kind of help can pay off. Nearly a quarter of
women-owned businesses that sought outside help to control
costs or increase sales during the recession had slightly better
sales records than those that did not. It’s important, however,
to do your research and set expectations; otherwise, it can
cost you more in the long run.

THE CAT DOCTOR

Susan M. Szczotka, DVM
Exceptional care from
kittenhood to the senior years!
423 East Main St., Endicott

754-7221

Susan Jablon Shoppe

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Soap Making Classes
Learn, Design, Create

IES
PART ME
O
C
L
WE

607-748-2302
susan@susanjablon.com

GOAT’S MILK SOAP | SPA SALT BARS | ARTISTIC SOAP | LUXURY BATH BAR
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Beth David Sisterhood’s paid-up membership dinner

Marilyn Bell (left) showed her raffle winning at the annual
Beth David Sisterhood’paid-up membership dinner. Also
shown is Susan Hubal. (Photos by Nancy Basmann)

Musical

Continued from page 3
in an IDF paratroop unit, participating in several Israeli
wars, as well as in special operations in Israel and around
the world. After finishing his army service, he studied at
Bar-Ilan University in Tel Aviv and Derby in England,
receiving a degree in Jewish studies, geography, geopolitics, Tanach and archeology, along with philosophy,
economics and business administration. He originally
came to Binghamton 25 years ago, where he taught at
Hillel Academy for five years and also taught Hebrew at
Binghamton University. A year and a half ago, he returned
to this area to teach Torah, Mishnah, Gemara, Hebrew
and Jewish holidays, while injecting song into his lessons
whenever he can.
The program is open to the entire community, men
and women. Light refreshments will be served. For more
information, call Beth David Synagogue at 722-1793.

Cathy Velenchik presided at the Beth David Sisterhood meeting preceding the annual paid-up membership dinner. L-r:
Marlene Serkin, Rita Bleier, Velenchik, Lillian Zodikoff, Ruth Goldstein and Valerie Preston.
At right: Members of Beth David Sisterhood
at their paid-up membership dinner, which
was held on November 6. Kerry and Susan
Wright were the cooks for the dinner. Seated
(l-r): Miriam Alweis, Kerry Wright, Susan
Wright and Marilyn Bell. Standing (l-r): Susan
Hubal and Saba Weisner.

At left: Marie Werner and Judy Silber held
up their raffle winnings at Beth David
Sisterhood’s paid-up membership dinner.
L-r: Werner, Judy Silber and Ilana Segal.
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Robinson Home Design
Specialty:

Window design, treatments and outdoor
decor
Location: 1435 Upper Front St.
Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:
Diana Jenelle
Phone:
607-204-0062
E-mail:
robinsonhomedesign@yahoo.com
Windows are like people... No two windows are alike.
Window treatments, perhaps more than any other single
element, create the mood for the room. A window treatment
must be both functional and attractive to be successful. A
custom made window treatment offers you a clean, proper
fit and provides you with superior quality and design. Robinson Home Design is committed to assist clients with the
design challenges to create a solution that is innovative,
functional and affordable.
Robinson Home Design specializes in window design,
but can assist in helping you decide what color, fabric
and accents would best suit your home or office decor.
Robinson Home Design can also assist you in your
outdoor furniture decor, offering new cushion covers,
pillows, replacement cushions, etc. No job is too small!
Your design – created just for you. Bring your design
to life!

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Southern Tier Special Needs
Resources LLC

DBA The Integrated Activity Center
Specialty:
Location:

Multi-sensory play space and learning center
365 Harry L Dr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
Name:
Theresa Schrader, Ph.D.
Phone:
607-206-4799
E-mail:
Southern.tier.special.needs@gmail.com
Website:
www.southerntierspecialneeds.com
Hours:
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 10 am-7 pm; Wed., Fri.,
Sat. 10 am-5 pm; closed Sun.
Southern Tier Special Needs Resources’ Integrated
Activity Center is Broome County’s only multi-sensory
play space and learning center for individuals of all ages.
The Center has a variety of sensory activities, such as a
gaming floor, LED dance floor, air hockey table, a new
STOMP Wall, karaoke machine, bubble Machine, Magna
Tiles, sensory table, sound wall, relaxation rooms, fine
motor skills development and more. Special needs and
typical infants, toddlers, children and adults are welcome
to come for birthday parties; field trips and class trips;
sensory craft classes; health and wellness awareness; and
support groups.

OLIVE OIL & BALSAMIC VINEGAR SPECIALTY STORE

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
• Weight Management
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional Supplements!

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associatess
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
my.womensobgyn.info

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and
Karen Castoro FNP

2 W. Market Street
Corning, NY 14830
607.936.1406
186 Front Street
Owego, NY 13827
607.687.8076
1708 Vestal Parkway E.
Vestal, NY 13850
607.748.2546
EST.
2012

25 N. Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
607.749.7000
Bob & Wendy Oppenheim
em: crystalcityevoo@aol.com www.crystalcityoliveoil.com

Susan Jablon Shoppe
Specialty:
Location:

Cold process soap making
12 Alice St.
Binghamton, NY 13904
Name:
Susan Jablon
Phone:
607-748-2302
E-mail:
susan@susanjablon.com
Website:
www.susanjablon.com
Hours:
Every Sat. 10 am-noon by appointment
Learn to make your own natural cold process soap. Perfect
for beginners or on any level, join Susan Jablon Shoppe’s
soap making classes and explore the world of luxurious plantbased butters and oils. Create your one-of-a-kind artistic soap
bars and go home with a full two pounds of soap (that’s nine
full bars!), perfect for your personal stock or gift giving!
Hint: Your soap making journey is even better with a
friend! Parties welcome!

Swags and Slipcovers
Specialty:
Location:

Custom window treatments and slipcovers
45 Clark Ave.
Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:
Kathy Ritter
Phone:
607-648-3358
E-mail:
kathy@swagsandslipcovers.com
Website:
www.swagsandslipcovers.com
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. by appointment
Swags and Slipcovers will help you beautify your
home by providing custom window treatments, slipcovers,
upholstery and accessories, such as pillows, cushions and
bedding. There are many styles of window treatments, such
as swags, panels, valances and shades. Manufactured cellular
and pleated shades are also available. Kathy will assist you
in choosing the right treatment depending on your need for
privacy, light control or just to beautify your home.
Slipcovers are custom fit and add new life to your furniture. Decorative trims can be incorporated to create a
unique look. Swags and Slipcovers offers a free one hour,
in-home consultation, with a large selection of quality fabrics to choose from. View projects created by Swags and
Slipcovers at www.swagsandslipcovers.com.
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Unearthed 7,200-year-old vessel shows rituality of food storage
By Israel Hayom staff
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – A 7,200-year-old
pottery vessel recently unearthed at the prehistoric site of
Tel Tsaf in Israel’s Jordan Valley is the first evidence of
the ritualistic and political significance of large-scale food
storage in the ancient Near East, the University of Haifa
reported on September 6.
Prof. Danny Rosenberg, of the Zinman Institute of
Archaeology, heads the research project at Tel Tsaf along

with Dr. Florian Klimscha, of the German Archaeological
Institute in Berlin. The site is considered notable for its
preservation of architecture, organic materials and other
types of material culture.
“Until now, discussions of the early transition to complex societies in this area have focused mainly on later
periods and on the connection between the development
of socioeconomic elites and the ability of certain individuals or families to store large quantities of food, beyond

their own needs for survival,” Rosenberg explained. “The
findings at Tel Tsaf provide first-hand evidence of the early
connection between food storage on a large scale and the
observance of a ritual associated with the successful storage
and preservation of agricultural yields.”
The findings from Tel Tsaf include numerous silos used
for large-scale grain storage, evidence of the storage of
food on a scale not previously documented at sites from
See “Food” on page 11
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Taylor Rental/Celebrations of
Binghamton
Specialty:
Location:

Party Rental and Balloon Decorations
1043 Front St. (½ mile north of BCC)
Binghamton, NY
Name:
Emily Gaudinier
Phone:
607-773-1462
Website:
www.taylorrentalofbinghamton.com
E-mail:
emily@trbinghamton.com
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am-3 pm, Sun.
9 am-3 pm (closed on Sundays NovemberMay)
Remember driving your child home from a friend’s
birthday party that reminded you more of a carnival rather
than a birthday party? He had a smile from ear to ear the
whole way home, a smile that you couldn’t forget.
Turning an ordinary birthday party into a memory that
will last a lifetime is what Emily from Taylor Rental of
Binghamton has been doing for more than 20 years. “When
people think of Taylor Rental, they immediately think about
tools, tables, tents and chairs. Many customers are surprised
to hear we also carry costumes, concession equipment, games
and inflatable bounces,” says Emily. From balloon décor
to a frozen drink machine, Taylor Rental of Binghamton’s
party inventory is large and varied.
Visit Emily to start renting your way to your next memory,
or call the party professionals at 773-1462.

The Reporter
Specialty:
Location:

Advertising
500 Clubhouse Rd.
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Bonnie Rozen
Phone:
607-724-2360, ext. 244
Fax:
607-724-2311
E-mail:
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
Website:
www.thereportergroup.org
Hours:
Mon.-Thurs., 10:30 am-5 pm, Fri. 10:30
am-4 pm
With 50 years’ experience in sales, and celebrating 22
years at The Reporter, Bonnie truly enjoys working with
people to get the word out about their businesses, and helping them to create the look they want for their print ads.
“Satisfaction guaranteed” is her mantra.
“I feel a great sense of responsibility to my clients and
to our community,” says Bonnie.
Bonnie is the current president and the past treasurer of
Success Network, a business association in the Twin Tiers
of New York since 1998.
Call her today to discuss options for advertising in The
Reporter and in its sister papers: The New Jewish Voice
in Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, CT; Connections
in Western CT; The Reporter in Scranton, PA; and Jewish
Observer in Syracuse, NY.

TL Interiors
Specialty:

Custom design, personal and professional
service
Owner/Interior Designer/Event Planner: Terry Ludwig
Location: PO Box 863
Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:
607-761-0601
Fax:
607-785-2872
E-mail:
TLInteriorsLLC@stny.rr.com
Website:
www.TLInteriors.com
Hours:
By appointment
“We have a great team and love creating environments that
inspire our clients,” says Terry Ludwig, owner of TL Interiors.
“We strive to understand our clients’desires and create the ideal
space for them to manifest and sustain the life of their dreams.”
Terry has been serving residential and commercial interior design needs for more than 30 years. Three full-time
interior designers on staff provide comprehensive design
and project management for homes and businesses, design
working floor plans and elevations for construction and
fabrication requirements, reflected ceiling plans, specifications and procurement of materials, fixtures, appliances
and accessories needed to complete any project. They also
create beautiful custom window treatments.
Terry has worked hard to build her business and is a
certified NYS women-owned business. She is a certified
dealer for Hunter Douglas window shades, Shaw Flooring,
Daltile and many others.

The Cat Doctor
Specialty:

A full service veterinary hospital providing
medical, surgical, dental and behavioral care
for cats of all ages.
Location: 423 East Main St.
Endicott, NY 13760
Owner:
Susan M. Szczotka, D.V.M.
Phone:
754-7221
Hours:
Mon. and Fri. 8 am-5 pm, Tues. and Thurs.
12:30-8 pm, Wed. 8 am-3 pm, Sat. 8:30 am12:30 pm
The Cat Doctor is celebrating 23 years of caring for cats
and their people.
The doctors and staff at The Cat Doctor recognize that
cats are important family members and treat each individual
with special attention to their age, temperament and health
conditions. Preventive medicine is practiced by providing
complete physical examinations, behavioral counseling,
dental care, diet management and appropriate vaccinations.
The hospital has advanced x-rays capabilities, providing
instant, superior quality, digital x-rays as well as digital
dental x-rays for the detection of early tooth disease below
the gumline. When illness does occur, thorough and caring
medical and surgical treatment is tailored to each patient.
Said Dr. Szczotka, “We treat your cat like our own because
we really do love cats.”

Roman
Shades

Robinson

Sheers
Drapes

HOME DESIGN

607-204-0062
Cushions

Light
Upholstery

Blinds

Table Runners

Pillows

1435 UPPER FRONT STREET
BINGHAMTON, NY 13901

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
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BU

no sales tax on their purchases. It also allows them to
make purchases from the retail locations on campus at a
discounted price.
It was through her work with the BU chapter of Challah
for Hunger that Appelbaum learned about the Campus
Hunger Project. “I became involved in Challah for Hunger
because of my love of community and for baking,” she
said. “I have always enjoyed cooking and was looking
for ways to immerse myself in the Binghamton University community. Volunteering has always been my way of
truly connecting to the various places I’ve lived in. In the
beginning of freshman year, I started out volunteering once
a week and am now proud to say I have been a shift leader
(guiding volunteers through baking, bagging, labeling and
selling), community representative (delivering challah to
different buildings on campus), and am now a part of the
Campus Hunger Project.”
Appelbaum is already thinking of ways to make the

Continued from page 1
Campus Hunger Project successful. “I plan to make a
resource map, two actually,” she said. “One depicting
all the food and hygiene resources on campus and one
depicting the same resources in addition to shelters in
the downtown Binghamton area, including Vestal, Binghamton and Port Dickinson. People might be unaware of
the resources that are right in front of them and I intend
to raise awareness to help people live easier and to take
one stress off their minds.”
She also hopes to partner with other organizations to
create more resources for students and local community
members. “An entrepreneurship club at Binghamton by the
name of Enactus is working on a project called the Many
Hands Food Co-op, which the Campus Hunger Project
will be working closely with to bring affordable fresh
groceries to downtown Binghamton,” she noted. “It is a
fantastic project and [Challah for Hunger] will be collaborating with their efforts to make the co-op happen. Other

resources include the Food Co-op on campus, which offers
a variety of food to students. The goal is to raise awareness
to them and other resources such as this, which can help
students find alternatives to buying meal plans due to the
high fees attached with the actually ‘dining dollars’ that
you have to spend.”
An important goal for Appelbaum is “to de-stigmatize
food and shelter insecurity. It is a real problem and the
first way to go about solving it is to talk about and to
bring attention to different resources nearby that can help
students. Everything else is still in the planning phase, in
terms of making the resource maps. I would also like to
have these resources, the ones located on campus at least,
attend the large student group fair called U-Fest which
is at the beginning of each academic year. Thousands of
students attend and it would be beneficial to get these
resources in front of as many students and community
members as possible.”

A paid advertising section.

Tri-City Hearing
Specialty:
Location:

Hearing healthcare
200 Plaza Dr. Suite B
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Amanda VanFossen
Phone:
607-217-5399
Fax:
607-237-0349
E-mail:
amandav@cortlandhearingaids.com
Website:
www.tri-cityhearing.com
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-4:30 pm
Tri-City Hearing offers free hearing exams and consultations. Tri-City Hearing’s staff specializes in fitting and
fine-tuning the latest technology of hearing devices. They
can also assist with hearing aid repairs, adjustments, wax
removal, custom molds, assistive listening devices and
home visits.
Tri-City Hearing offers complete hearing healthcare,
including yearly screenings, free batteries, recharge-ability
and all lifetime follow-up care. Tri-City Hearing’s staff will
do their best to make sure you feel confident you are hearing
the best – they know how important your sense of hearing
is to your quality of life.

True Brand Studio
Specialty:

Website and print design, brand
development
Name:
Lana Studley
Phone:
607-444-5550
E-mail:
info@truebrandstudio.com
Website:
www.truebrandstudio.com
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9am-5 pm
Imagine having a small, but very capable team of creatives
dedicated to help your business succeed online. That’s what
True Brand Studio is at its core. True Brand Studio offers
a range of services, including website design, redesign and
branding, global website analysis and more. Owner and
Senior Designer Lana Studley has the skill and experience
to help you build a website and social media presence that
generate real results for your business.
True Brand Studio is laser-focused on creating a brand,
a website and content that will maximize your RIO. True
Brand Studio can start with your brand and website analysis
to determine what should be changed in order to achieve
your goal. Call 607-444-5550. The first five people calling
will have this analysis done for free.

Vintageness
Specialty:

Buy and sell pre-owned and/or new luxury
fashion
Location: 125 Rano Blvd.
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Inessa Raytenberg
Phone:
607-729-4444
E-mail:
info@vintageness.com
Website:
www.vintageness.com
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-5 pm,
Sun. 10 am-3 pm
Welcome to the ultimate modish marketplace for preowned fashion and the latest new (non-consigned) luxury
designer must-haves. Vintageness is a privately-owned
company with a passion for fashion and business wisdom
offering distinguished service and style.
Understanding consignment and fashion, Vintageness
Consignment offers a wide variety of pre-owned selections
by coveted brands at exceptional prices. A premium lifestyle
boutique within Vintageness titled “Lavishness” brings you
a world of fashion in one place featuring lavish designers,
brand new/non-consigned, modern yet timeless clothing
and accessories for women.
Buy – Shop pre-owned clothing and accessories or modernize your wardrobe with brand new premium designer
garments and luxuries.
Sell – Open your wardrobe to a community of fashion
lovers around the Tri-State area!
By selling your items, you are able to refresh your own
closet while boosting your shopping budget for the latest
must-have apparel.

Black Friday &
Small Business Saturday only!
Buy any Kendra Scott item
and receive your 2nd Kendra Scott
item 1/2 off!

Activity Center

365 Harry L Drive, Johnson City, New York 13790

607-206-4799

FUN MULTI-SENSORY PLAY SPACE

For children of all ages.
Interacve Floor, Bubble Tubes, Fiber Opcs,
Dance Floor, Karaoke, Air Hockey and more…

Have your child’s Birthday Party at The Activity Center!
4777 Vestal Parkway E, Vestal, N.Y. 13850
607.773.8131
www.elizabethsshoesandaccessories.com

Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10:00am – 7:00pm
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 10:00am – 5:00pm
Sunday CLOSED

Warren Real Estate – Susan G.
Stephens, Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker, ABR®,
SRES®, GRI
Specialty:

Residential real estate, new construction,
relocation specialist, land
Location: 3456 Vestal Parkway, East
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Susan G. Stephens, Licensed Associate Real
Estate Broker, ABR®, SRES®, GRI
Office: 	
607-217-5673
Cell: 	
607-725-8258
Fax: 	
607-238-7344
E-mail: 	
SueStephens@Warrenhomes.com
Website: 	 www.suestephensrealtor.com
Hours:
By appointment
Whatever your real estate needs, Susan “Sue” Stephens can assist you. Sue, Licensed Associate Real Estate
Broker, ABR®, SRES®, GRI, is a Relocation Specialist,
Multi-Million Dollar Producer and Award Winning Agent
with Warren Real Estate. She provides full-time real estate
services for buyers and sellers at all price levels, and has
the regional knowledge and proven track record necessary
to successfully help you buy or sell a home or land.
Leadership. Experience. Results.

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
Specialty:
Location:

Women’s healthcare
401 Main St., 1st Floor
Johnson City, NY 13790
Names:
Dr. Carol Miller, Dr. Marianne (Shantillo)
Davis, Karen Castoro FNP and Melodye
Onysko ANP, CNM
Phone:
607-754-9870
Fax:
607-785-9862
Website:
my.womensobgyn.info
Facebook: www.facebook.com/WomensOBGYN/
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. by appointment
Women’s OB/GYN Associates serves patients with
individual attention and caring excellence. The team
of providers offers care in the following areas: routine gynecologic exams, obstetrical care, menopause,
incontinence, osteoporosis, contraception, advanced
body composition, the area’s only Optifast weight
loss program, Young Living Essential Oils and more.
Dr. Marianne (Shantillo) Davis has a special interest
in adolescent health care and working with patients
experiencing infertility. Karen Castoro shares her enthusiasm for healthy living and wellness to encourage
those in her care. Melodye Onysko shares her expertise
in holistic health care and weight management support.
Dr. Carol Miller is committed to promoting women’s
health through a healthy diet and lifestyle.
To learn more about these women’s healthcare providers, or to contact the office of Women’s OB/GYN
Associates, visit my.womensobgyn.info and “like” their
page on Facebook.
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Volunteers fried latkes for TC’s Chanukah celebrations

Donna Corbin leads the latke frying effort
at Temple Concord each year.

Recent bat mitzvah Sophie Coker joined the
crew for the first time.

Stories

Volunteers from Temple Concord recently gathered to fry up several hundred potato
latkes for this year’s Chanukah celebrations.
Continued from page 4

Among my favorite works are “Out of Grapes,” a sweet
story that also offers an analysis of the ebb and flow of
conversation during a party. A newly divorced man tries
to find his way in the funny “The Vision Quest,” which
leads him down a different path than expected. “The Four

Seasons Club” shows how people can become friends
or, in this case, find themselves unable to connect. “The
Match” is a wonderful story about the changes a seriously
ill woman wants to make before she dies. The Jewish narrator of “Hunting, Gathering” doesn’t recognize when her
statements are funny (she takes everything very seriously),
but I also found myself moved by the story’s ending.
Ebenbach manages to show how tricky life is because

Food
Bronfman prize nominations

The Charles Bronfman Prize called for
nominations from around the world for its
2018 award. Each year, the prize celebrates
the vision and endeavors of an individual or
team under the age of 50 whose humanitarian work, informed by Jewish values, contributes to the betterment of
the world, inspiring future generations. The deadline for
nominations is January 12. Nomination forms and guidelines can be found at http://thecharlesbronfmanprize.com/
nomination-process. An internationally recognized panel
of judges will select the 2018 Prize recipient announce the
$100,000 award in early fall of 2018.

Continued from page 9
that period. The researchers noted that the desire and
ability to store food was an “important step” in humans’
transition to more complex social structures, and pointed
out the relevance of the site’s location by the Jordan River,
a major water source.
At right: Prof. Danny
Rosenberg of the
Zinman Institute of
Archaeology at the
University of Haifa
holds the sevenmillennia-old vessel
unearthed at Tel Tsaf.
(Photo courtesy of the
University of Haifa)

the world is filled with other people who also have their
own desires and thoughts. His mix and match of different
characters offers readers excellent insights into human nature.
“The Worlds We Think We Know”
Many of the stories in Dalia Rosenfeld’s “The World We
Know” (Milkweed Editions) feel like vignettes rather than
complete tales. She also frequently doesn’t explain when
and where a story was taking place, which leaves readers to
puzzle out the details. However, the more tales I read, the
more satisfied I became. I’m not certain if it’s because of
Rosenfeld’s beautiful prose or if her writing style grew on me.
“The World We Think We Know” connects an American volunteer in Israel to an elderly European and an
Israeli soldier, who both offer her a different vision of the
country. A woman misunderstands the emotions her male
friend feels in “Flight” and risks losing what might be
the best life has to offer. “Liliana, Years Later” portrays
a failed relationship, but the main character manages to
find consolation in the unexpected. A professor’s mugging
triggers unforeseen connections and leads him back to a
lost love in “Bagabourg Remembers.” In “Naftali,” a young
American woman experiences Israel through her studies
and her relationship with two very different men.
“The World We Know” left me with mixed feelings.
It’s clear that Rosenfeld is a talented writer so it will be
interesting to see how her talent develops.
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Prize in Economics for “having integrated insights from
psychological research into economic science.”
Adam Neumann – co-founder and CEO, WeWork
The concept of the office space
has changed thanks in part to this
Israeli-American entrepreneur. WeWork, co-founded by Neumann in
2010, offers an upgrade over the local
café to freelancers, small startups and
others who don’t work in an office. A
WeWork space usually looks like a
startup’s pipe dream, often complete
with colorful couches, spacious café
Adam Neumann
areas and air-hockey tables.
(Photo by Theo
Neumann and his business
partner, Miguel McKelvey, clearly Wargo/Getty Images
tapped into a big market: Today, the for iHeartMedia)
company has locations in 23 U.S. cities, as well as spots
in more than a dozen countries, and is worth nearly $20
billion. The shared workspace model seems here to stay.
Neumann, 36, actually spent his first two years in Indianapolis before his mother relocated to a kibbutz near
the Gaza Strip. After growing up there and serving in the
Israeli Navy for five years, he moved to New York to attend
Baruch College. He dropped out with four credits left to
graduate, but finished his degree earlier this year.
Gal Gadot – actress, model
There are film roles, and then there
is Wonder Woman.
In male-dominated Hollywood,
female superheroes are few and far
between. Playing this iconic DC
Comics character comes with myriad
responsibilities and pressures: be a
role model to women and girls, toe
the line between confidence and
sexiness, help the film succeed and
Gal Gadot (Photo spawn sequels.
Gadot, a former Miss Israel who
by Frazer Harrison/
had previously had small roles in
Getty Images)
a few “Fast and Furious” movies,
pulled it off, turning “Wonder Woman” into a blockbuster
while inspiring woman around the world. Off screen, she
has earned praise for refusing to work with a producer
accused of sexual misconduct.
Gadot, now 32, grew up near Tel Aviv, served in the
Israeli army and only recently moved to Los Angeles.
Guest-hosting “Saturday Night Live,” she spoke briefly
in Hebrew to her family back in Israel – no small gesture
in an era of anti-Israel boycotts.
Haim Saban – media mogul, producer, philanthropist
How did a guy who wrote music for cartoons become one

of the most powerful media moguls,
political donors and pro-Israel forces
in the U.S.? The answer begins with
“Power Rangers.”
Saban, who was born in Egypt but
grew up in Tel Aviv, joined a band
after serving in the Israel Defense
Forces. He then became a concert
promoter and eventually immigrated
to the U.S. in 1983, where he lived a
comfortable life as a cartoon music Haim Saban (Photo
composer. He discovered the “Power by Jason Merritt/
Rangers,” which was first a show
Getty Images)
in Japan, in a hotel room during a
business trip and instantly fell in love with the campy
teenage superheroes.
He immediately bought the rights to the show, but
shopped the idea around to American executives for years
before one – Margaret Loesch at Fox – bought it. Since the
show’s debut in 1993, “Mighty Morphin Power Rangers,”
has netted billions of dollars in TV profits and merchandise. Saban grew his fortune by investing in other media
ventures and became one of Los Angeles’ most generous
philanthropists (among other things, a research clinic at
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles bears his name).
Saban, 73, has also poured millions into Democratic
politics over the years – notably, he gave Hillary Clinton’s
failed presidential campaign $15 million. As a staunch Israel backer, he supports and hosts the annual Saban Forum
on Israel, which brings together political leaders from the
U.S. and Israel to debate topics related to the Jewish state.
Saban also was a supporter of what became the Israeli-American Council, which aims to boost the Israeli and
Jewish identity – and political clout – of Israelis living here.
Itzhak Perlman – virtuoso violinist, educator,
disability rights advocate
Perlman’s introduction to the international spotlight
came in 1958, when the prodigy performed on “The Ed
Sullivan Show” at the age of 13. But he had already been
playing the violin for about a decade – and had been
living with paralyzed legs from a bout of polio for nearly
the same amount of time.
Fast forward several decades, and the New York-via-Tel
Aviv native has earned 16 Grammy Awards, a Presidential
Medal of Freedom and the title of “world’s greatest living
violinist.” As a performer, Perlman is not only known for
his smooth tone and effortless finger speed – his energy and
love of playing, usually communicated through a signature
wide grin, has helped make him an international music
icon. He also fosters young musicians through the Perlman
Music Program, which he founded with his wife in 1994.
Outside of music, Perlman has advocated for rights for

people with disabilities. After being awarded the Genesis
Prize in 2015, he pledged his winnings toward improving
the integration of people with disabilities into Israeli and
American society – with a specific focus on his adopted
hometown of New York.
Einat Admony – chef, restaurateur
Falafel is one of the most popular foods in Israel and
the rest of the Middle East. Can it take the U.S. by storm
the way hummus has? If it does, Einat Admony will be
one of the big reasons why.
Admony, 46, is an Israeli chef who has revolutionized
the Israeli food scene in New York and plans on expanding
her brand across America and the world. She is in talks to
open outposts based on her falafel joint Taim, which puts
a “hip spin” on the Israeli staple, in Los Angeles, Chicago,
Australia and Japan.
But Admony, who moved to New York from Israel in
the ‘90s and worked at a slew of restaurants before opening
her own, is not merely a falafel expert. Her other New York
eateries, Balaboosta and Bar Bolonat, have made her one
of the foremost ambassadors of Israeli cuisine in the U.S.,
along with fellow Israeli-Americans Michael Solomonov
and Alon Shaya. Admony also plans to open a restaurant
dedicated to couscous in New York named Kish-Kash.
Lyor Cohen – music executive
Run-DMC, Jay-Z, LL Cool J, A
Tribe Called Quest, Kanye West.
Those are just a few of the many rap
artists Lyor Cohen helped usher into
the mainstream through his many
prominent roles over three-plus
decades in the industry, including
a tenure as the head of Def Jam
Records and as chairman of the
Warner Music Group.
It has been argued that Cohen, 58, Lyor Cohen (Photo
was an integral part in rap’s takeover by Jamie McCarthy/
of the mainstream pop music uniGetty Images)
verse. In the ‘80s, just as hip-hop
began its ascent to the top of the charts, Cohen worked as a
manager and talent scout for Russell Simmons’ Rush Artist
Management. He worked out Run-DMC’s landmark endorsement deal with adidas, one of the first commercial pacts for
a rap group, and has been seen as a trailblazer ever since.
Cohen left Warner Music in 2012 to start his own label,
and last year became the head of music at YouTube, where
he plans to make the service compete in the streaming realm
against giants like Spotify and Apple Music.
The son of Israelis, Cohen was born in New York, but
spent five years as a child on a farm outside Tel Aviv before
moving with his parents to Los Angeles. He has shifted
between American coasts ever since.
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Israeli band doesn’t let disability get in the way of
making music
By Ben Sales
GREAT NECK, NY (JTA) – The crowd of middle
schoolers goes wild when Dina Samteh hits her high notes,
jumping out of their seats in the synagogue sanctuary,
cheering and clapping. Samteh, 20, is blind, so she can’t
see their conga line-style dancing. But she can hear and
feel it. Next to her Yair Pomburg, 26, throws his entire
body into beating the bongo drums, then steps forward
and raps, in Hebrew, to the Israeli peace song “Od Yavo
Shalom Aleinu.”
Over the course of a 75-minute concert, the seven
members of the Shalva Band play everything from the
Disney hit “Let It Go” to Matisyahu’s “One Day” to Adele’s
“Someone Like You.”
In many ways it’s a typical, high-energy Jewish music
concert for teenagers, and the crowd is feeling it from
start to finish. The singers belt out Israeli songs, religious
Jewish songs and a smattering of pop before concluding
with the Israeli national anthem, “Hatikvah.” The band

The Shalva Band travels with backup musicians, including
musical therapist Dana Weiss (at left), who also plays the
flute. (Photo by Ben Sales)
manager perches on a wooden box and drums on its side.
By the middle of the set, the kids are out of their seats and
crowding the floor.

But what makes the Jerusalem-based Shalva Band unique
is that its members are people with disabilities – Pomburg,
for example, has Down syndrome. Others have Williams
syndrome and cerebral palsy.
“People said, ‘Wow, you sing so beautifully,’” said
Samteh, recalling the first time she sang in public. “It really
excited me that people were coming and saying something
good about me. I felt that finally I found something good
about myself, aside from being blind. Since I began singing,
I had a dream of being on stage and singing all the time
and making people happy.”
Samteh and her bandmates appear to have met that goal.
The Shalva Band is on its first international tour, with more
than a dozen stops at day schools and fund-raisers in the
United States, Canada and Mexico. After a week back in
Israel, it’s on to the United Kingdom and Russia.
The band was founded 12 years ago by Shai Ben
Shushan, a drummer who had sustained a head injury in
See “Music” on page 15
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Threats to our existence

Vayetze, Genesis 28:10-32:3
One of the most intriguing images in the book of Genesis is that of the ladder that appeared in the dream of the
patriarch Jacob. On his way from Beer Sheva to Charan,
Jacob stopped for the night to rest. He fell asleep and had
a dream about a ladder that touched the earth, but extended into the heavens. Angels went up the ladder to heaven
and angels came down the ladder from heaven to earth.
At the top of the ladder was God Himself, who reiterated
to Jacob the promises that He had made to Jacob’s father
and grandfather. The land of Israel would be given to Jacob
and to his descendants, who would be as numerous as the
dust on the earth. Through Jacob and his descendants, the
families of the earth would be blessed.
Since we would expect angels to dwell in heaven, we

RABBI IRVIN S. BEIGEL, JEWISH CHAPLAIN AT CROUSE HOSPITAL
would expect the Torah to say that the angels descended
the ladder and then went up the ladder. In fact, the Torah
says that the angels went up from earth and then descended from the heavens. In his commentary, Rashi offers the
explanation that the angels that accompanied Jacob in the
land of Israel returned to heaven as the patriarch was about
to leave the land. Another group of angels descended from
heaven to escort Jacob on his travels outside the Holy Land.
We can infer that the kind of protection that Jacob needed
in Israel was different from the protection he needed outside
of Israel. The dangers that he faced in the land of Israel
were not the same dangers that he faced outside the land.
What the rabbis believed about Jacob is also true for us
in our time. Our brothers and sisters in Israel face many

serious problems today. Arguably, the greatest danger
that they face is the one affecting their physical safety.
Their protection lies in the wise use of military force and
diplomacy. It would be foolhardy to think that antisemitic
violence is not a serious concern outside of Israel. I believe,
however, that today in this country there are threats to our
existence that loom far larger than antisemitism.
One need only glance at the statistics to see that we
are a shrinking community. American Jews eat, schedule
holidays, choose friends, marry, make ethical decisions
and think in ways that make us indistinguishable from
our non-Jewish neighbors. Our desire for our children and
grandchildren to live as Jews is often less important than
See “Threats” on page 15

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed;
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bethdavidbinghamton
Shabbat Services:
Friday, November 24.............................................. 4:20 pm
Shabbat, November 25............................................... 9 am
......................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:40 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., November 26................................................ 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., Nov. 27-Dec. 1............................................ 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., November 16................................................ 4:20 pm
Mon.-Thurs., Nov. 27-30............................................. 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA,
and surrounding communities.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on
Sundays and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Wednesday November 29, at 7:30 pm, Diane Ackerman, author of “The Zookeeper’s Wife,” will host an
informal talk in the social hall at Temple Beth El. Books
will be available for purchase and signing by the author.
All temple members are invited to attend this Sisterhood
sponsored event.
On Friday-Saturday, December 1-2, the bat mitzvah
of Sterling Wasser, daughter of Dee Dee Dunham and
Lawrence Wasser, will be celebrated.
On Saturday, December 2, from 6-7:30 pm, the USY
group will hold a latke making event with Tikkun V’Or’s
youth group at Temple Beth-El. E-mail questions/latke
recipes/RSVP to tbeneshama@gmail.com.
On Sunday, December 3, from 1-5:30 pm, the Kadima youth group will visit Trampoline Park at the Sky
Zone in Syracuse with Other Kadima Chapters. E-mail
questions/RSVP to tbeneshama@gmail.com.
On Saturday, December 9, Tot Shabbat will be held
at 11:30 am.
On Sunday, December 10, from 9 am-3 pm, the annual
Temple Beth-El Chanukah Festival Concert and Jewish
Book and Craft Fair will be held. The event is free and
open to the public. (See article on page 1.)

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Tuesday and Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday,
9:30 am.

On Friday, November 24, minyan will be held at 5:30 pm.
On Saturday, November 25, at 9:30 am, services will be
led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah portion will be
Genesis 28:10-32:3. The haftarah will be Hosea 11:7-12:12.
The kiddush sponsor will be Florence Balin.
The temple office will be closed Wednesday-Friday,
November 22-24, for the Thanksgiving holiday.
On Wednesday, November 29, at 7 pm, the third session
of the Hebrew Crash Course will be held.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-a-half weeks or
more before the date to ensure time to make up a minyan.
Temple Israel holds weekday minyan services on Tuesdays
and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For those who prefer a different
day to coincide with a yahrzeit date, contact the temple to
make arrangements. To see a video on how to recite the
Mourner’s Kaddish, visit http://templeisraelvestal.org and
look under “Worship.”

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd.
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed: Mini courses throughout the year. Adult Hebrew offered
regularly. Call the office for details.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Friday, November 24, light candles.................... 4:17 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 25................. 5:17 pm
Friday, December 1, light candles....................... 4:14 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 2................... 5:15 pm

Temple Concord

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcordbinghamton@gmail.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, November 24, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Rachel Esserman. An oneg
Shabbat will follow the service.
On Saturday, November 18, there will be no religious
school, Torah study or Shabbat services.
On Thursday, November 30, the opening of Hanukkah
House Museum will take place from 5-8 pm. The 2017
exhibit theme is “Food for Thought: Exploring Jewish
Food from Around the World.” (See article on page 3.)

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015
Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs:This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For schedules of services, classes and events, see the website.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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II, a non-Jewish Lithuanian librarian, Antanas Ulpis, hid
the collection in the basement of a church amid a campaign
by the Soviet government to rid the country of religion.
In 1991, the Lithuanian government said it found 150,000
documents that Ulpis had kept in the church, but the new
discovery appears to surpass that collection both in terms
of size and the condition of the documents, said Jonathan
Brent, YIVO’s executive director.
Together, the two discoveries make up “the largest
collection of material about Jewish life in Eastern Europe
that exists in the world,” Brent told JTA recently at YIVO’s
downtown headquarters here. Brent said the documents shed
new light on the lives of Eastern European Jews, whose
history is often told as a series of persecutions.
“It was nothing but pogroms,” Brent recalled of being
taught about Ashkenazi history as a child. “And what this
opens up to is it was so much more than that, that indeed
the Jews had a real civilization that flourished.”
The Lithuanian government found the documents in
2016 and told YIVO about them earlier this year. Most
of the material remains in Lithuania, but 10 items are
being shown through January at YIVO, which is working
with the Lithuanian government to archive and digitize
the collection.
Here is a look at a handful of the documents displayed at YIVO and what they teach about Jewish life
in Eastern Europe.
1. Communal record book, Lazdijai, Lithuania, 1836
The book, called a
pinkas, was written for
a Talmud study association and used to record information about
its members, such as
births, deaths and business transactions. It is
decorated with ornate
illustrations and states
that in order to be a part
of the group, members This communal record book
must study a full page lists the regulations for being
part of a Talmud study group
of Talmud together.
“What you see here in Lazdijai, Lithuania. (Photo
in the way it’s decorated by Thos Robinson/Getty Images
is the pride and the care for YIVO Institute for Jewish
that they felt about their Research)
life and their desire to
memorialize it for generations,” Brent said.
2. Letter written by Sholem Aleichem from a health
resort, Badenweiler, Germany, 1910
The Yiddish author had health problems and would spend
time in health resorts far away from friends and family. In
this note, Sholem Aleichem made fun of Leon Neustadt,
a leader in the Warsaw Jewish community, writing that a
biblical verse referring to non-kosher animals forbidden
to Jews actually refers to Neustadt.
3. Agreement between a water carrier union and the
Ramayles Yeshiva, Vilna, 1857
In the document, the group of carriers promises to
donate a Torah scroll and raise money to purchase a
Talmud set for the yeshiva in exchange for using a room
for religious services.
Water carriers, workers who ferried water to people’s
homes, were “the lowest economic rung of society, and the
fact they had a contract with the yeshiva was significant,”
Brent said. “What this modest document shows us is that
this community functioned in such a way that the very top
of the community and the very bottom of the community
communicated with each other and helped each other.”
4. Ten poems by Avrom Sutzkever, Vilna, 1943
The Yiddish poet wrote these on top of old documents, creating a makeshift book for his poems in the
Vilna Ghetto, where paper was scarce. These are the
earliest-known versions of the poems Sutzkever wrote
in the Vilna Ghetto, which he reproduced several times
and knew by heart. He composed some of them while
living in the woods as a partisan fighter. Writing the
poems in the book helped give other ghetto residents
greater access to them.
5. Autobiography of Bebe Epstein, Vilna, 1933-34
Epstein was 12 when she
wrote this book and submitted it to YIVO for a youth
autobiography contest. The
fifth-grader writes about
the day-to-day happenings
of her childhood, such as
dealing with a strict teacher:
“At first, he was good to
us. Later he got strict, and
even stricter.” Epstein also
detailed various illnesses
she suffered from and complained about having too
much homework. Epstein Vilna resident Bebe Epstein
was later forced to live in was 12 when she wrote
the Vilna Ghetto and in this autobiography. (Thos
concentration camps, but Robinson/Getty Images for
she survived the war and YIVO Institute for Jewish
moved to the United States. Research)
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Jewish Community Center

Family Movie Night at JCC to
feature “Despicable Me 3”
The Jewish Community Center will hold a “Family
Movie Night” on Saturday, December 2. The movie will
begin at 6:30 pm, with doors opening at 6 pm. The cost is
$2 a person, with a $10 maximum per family. The entire
community is welcome and encouraged to attend.
The featured movie will be “Despicable Me 3.” Attendees

are asked to bring a blanket, pillow or chair to use during the
movie. Refreshments will be provided.All proceeds generated
from the event will go to benefit the JCC Youth Department.
For more information about the movie night, JCC
Youth Programming, or the JCC, contact the JCC office
at 724-2417.

Music

Continued from page 13

special forces combat. He
“I know it feels like I’m
had to live six months with
drilling into you,” he said,
his mouth surgically shut,
sighing. “But you’re at a level
after which he re-learned to
now where you can take it.”
speak and eat.
The band performs more
The experience of disabilthan 50 times a year around
Israel, but is not yet profitity led Ben Shushan to volunteer with Shalva, an Israeli
able. Samuels estimates that
organization that provides a
Shalva invests $120,000 in
range of services to people
the band a year. This twowith disabilities, including
week trip alone will cost
therapy, arts programs, job
upwards of $60,000, funded
training and advocacy work.
in part by the World Center
At that time, its directors had
for Jewish Education, an
noticed several kids with
organization that works with
standout musical talent and Yair Pomburg rapped during a performance of the Shalva schools to improve their Jewtapped Ben Shushan to form Band at North Shore Hebrew Academy on Long Island, ish studies curricula.
a band.
Ahead of the trip, the band
NY. (Photo by Ben Sales)
Shalva Band members
practiced for up to eight hours
range from their late teens to mid-20s; some have been a day. Ben Shushan hopes eventually to put out an album
practicing together since they were 6. They say they love and get the group on the radio.
making music, but also perform just to prove they can.
Despite their commitment, for some of the band mem“Every individual with or without disability has some bers, music is just a hobby. Pomburg, for example, works
capabilities, and it’s critical to focus on those if you at a soap factory and waits tables at Café Shalva, the orwant a person to have any meaning and fulfillment,” ganization’s in-house coffee shop, but said drumming is
said Kalman Samuels, a co-founder of Shalva. “These always a new and exhilarating experience. “I love to do
band members were chosen because they showed mu- the rhythm on the drum,” he said. “I get excited. I’m very
happy to perform. I do my job well.”
sical ability.”
Still, others have enjoyed moments in the spotlight so
Ben Shushan spent a year teaching the kids music –
they began with basic melodies and rhythms – before much that they hope to go pro. Samteh, who joined the
the band was ready to begin performing in Israel. A Shalva Band five years ago, has performed with leading
professional musician himself, he said directing the Israeli musicians and traveled abroad several times to sing.
band comes with unique challenges: For example, it At first, Samteh said, she found it difficult to share the stage.
took Pomburg two years to get his first drum beat down. But now she can’t imagine doing it alone.
“To sing with other people, you have to learn to lisNow, however, Ben Shushan calls him “one of the best
drummers I know.”
ten,” she said. “In the beginning, it was hard, but now
On the international tour, the band is traveling with a it’s really successful. Now I don’t know how I would
support staff of more than one person per band member, sing without them.”
including a musical therapist who also backs up as a flautist.
Ben Shushan said the key to success is sensitive time
management. “You want to know their abilities, but you
need to know when to stop, to say it’s too hard,” he said.
“It takes sensitivity to their feelings. If you see someone
is having a hard time, you need to strengthen him.”
But the overwhelming impression of the Shalva Band
while on the road is that it is a hardworking group of musicians hoping for their big break.
Ruth Gruber exhibit in FL
Following a concert at the North Shore Hebrew Academy
The Jewish Museum of Florida-FIU will
on Long Island, the band members load their instruments
hold the exhibit “Ruth Gruber: Photojournalist”
in the back of a van and pile in, bantering or putting on
through January 7. The exhibit celebrates the
headphones and tuning out. As Ben Shushan debriefs them
life and vision of Ruth Gruber, a 20th century
en route to their next gig, he sounds less like a teacher and
more like a manager pushing his musicians just a little pioneer and trailblazer. Photographs span more than 50
harder: He chides the lead singers for paying too little years and four continents, from Gruber’s reportage of the
attention to rhythm. He tells the group to focus less on Soviet Arctic in the 1930s and iconic images of Jewish
the crowd and more on the music. He warns them not to refugees on the ship Exodus 1947, to her later photographs
of Ethiopian Jews in the midst of civil war in the 1980s. A
wear out their voices.
selection of Gruber’s vintage prints never before exhibited
will be presented along with contemporary prints made
from her original negatives.
Continued from page 14
For more information, visit www.jmof@fiu.edu or
our desire for them to be happy and economically secure. contact the museum atjmofinfo@fiu.edu or 305-672-5044.
Because the values and insights of our Torah and rabbinic tradition are not always in agreement with the values
of other religions or secular society, the world needs the
teachings of Judaism. The danger is that we will become so
small in number that what we have to say will go unnoticed.
The protection that we need for our survival will only
come from a re-examination of our values. It will only
“A new family tradition”
come from a renewed commitment to the covenant that
God made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That covenant,
Personal Service
as well as the one made at Sinai with the entire Jewish
Professionalism
people, requires us to fulfill commandments. It requires
Experience You Can Trust
us to put our covenantal obligations ahead of our personal
desires or needs. That same covenant gives us a purpose
COMPARE OUR PRICES
and a future destiny.
We
charge
far
less than other area funeral homes
When God spoke to Jacob from the top of the ladder, He
promised that the land of Israel would be given to Jacob’s
Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
descendants, that those descendants would be numerous
483 Chenango Street Binghamton
and that all the nations of the world would be blessed
607-722-4023
through Jacob and his progeny. It is only through deeds
that identify us as members of this ancient covenant that
www.HEfuneralhome.com
we, too, can be a blessing to all the earth.

Threats

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Cathay Pacific airline to open Israel office, upgrade Tel
Aviv-Hong Kong route

Cathay Pacific, the flagship airline of Hong Kong, is set to launch an office in Israel as well
as daily Tel Aviv-Hong Kong flights beginning in 2018. “The company’s agenda is to allocate
airliners to destinations for which we see strong demand, and it can therefore be assumed that
we will also increase the frequency of the flights to daily,” said Cathay Pacific’s Israel manager,
Jonathan Bailey, Globes reported. Cathay Pacific’s first flight to Israel landed at Ben Gurion
Airport in March. The airline currently offers around four to six weekly flights between Tel
Aviv and Hong Kong, and uses the environmentally friendly 280-seat Airbus A350 planes
on the route. Next year, the airline may introduce Airbus A350-1000 planes for the Israel
route, increasing seating capacity by 10 percent, according to Globes. “The [Israeli customer]
segment that surprised us was business class, both in comparison with other countries and
with the forecasts,” said Bailey. “Demand for business class was huge. The feeling is that the
passengers, especially businessmen who fly a lot, appreciate what they get for their money.”

IDF fires “warning shot” in response to Syrian military
construction near Israel

An IDF tank fired a “warning shot” across Israel’s northern border with Syria on Nov.
18 in response to the Syrian military constructing an outpost in the demilitarized zone of
the Golan Heights, in violation of the 1974 truce between the two countries. The truce
“prohibits the entry of heavy construction tools or military vehicles into the demilitarized
zone,” the IDF stated. The IDF also filed a complaint with the United Nations peacekeeping force stationed in the Golan Heights, which is responsible for supervising the
demilitarized zone. The Nov. 18 incident comes amid increased tension in Israel’s north
in recent weeks. On Nov. 1, the Israeli Air Force reportedly attacked a Syrian munitions
factory, prompting Syria’s military to retaliate by firing a surface-to-air missile at the
Israeli plane that allegedly carried out the strike. The Israeli military also purportedly
struck three Syrian rocket launchers Oct. 21, after several rockets from Syria entered
the Israeli Golan Heights.

P.A. threatens to sever communication with Trump over
closure of PLO’s DC office

The Palestinian Authority threatened on Nov. 18 to sever communication with the Trump
administration if the U.S. follows through with a threat to shutter the office of the Palestine
Liberation
Organization in Washington,
2x2DC. The Palestinian threat came after the U.S. State
Math
Doctor

Department on Nov. 18 declined to renew the operating permission for the PLO’s office for
the first time since the 1980s. P.A. chief negotiator Saeb Erekat called the move “very unfortunate and unacceptable,” and accused the Trump administration of capitulating to Israeli
pressure. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson informed the Palestinians that the decision came in
response to statements made by Abbas at the United Nations General Assembly in September,
when the P.A. leader called on the International Criminal Court to prosecute Israeli officials.
American law specifies that the PLO mission in Washington should be shuttered if the Palestinians initiate legal action against Israel at the ICC. The State Department clarified that
the office’s closure could be waived within 90 days if President Donald Trump “determines
the Palestinians have entered into direct, meaningful negotiations with Israel.”

Israeli education minister bans anti-IDF group Breaking the
Silence from schools

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Representatives of Breaking the Silence – an
NGO that publicizes testimonies of former IDF soldiers in order to spread criticism of
the Israeli military – will not be allowed to meet with students in Israel’s public schools,
Education Minister Naftali Bennett announced on Nov. 16. “Anyone who slanders IDF
soldiers will not set foot inside a school,” Bennett said. “This is the decision and it stands,”
he said. “Today, anyone who attacked me for banning Breaking the Silence from schools
understands that they have no place in the education of the next generation.”

German court rules in favor of discrimination against Israelis
by Kuwait Airways
A district court in Frankfurt, Germany, ruled in favor of Kuwait Airways in a discrimination case brought by an Israeli passenger who was barred from boarding his flight due to his
nationality. The Frankfurt court noted that Kuwait bans all of its citizens and companies from
doing business with Israelis. The court stated that while it didn’t evaluate whether “this law
makes sense,” the airline would have risked repercussions that were “not reasonable” – such
as such as fines or prison time for employees – for violating the Kuwaiti statute, the Associated Press reported. In October, German Federal Minister of Transport Alexander Dobrindt
ordered an investigation into whether Kuwait Airways violates air traffic laws through its ban
on Israelis. The Lawfare Project, a nonprofit that is providing legal assistance to the Israelis
who were banned from traveling, called the Frankfurt court’s ruling an “obvious instance”
of antisemitism. “This is a clear-cut case of bigoted, antisemitic discrimination,” said Brooke
Goldstein, executive director of The Lawfare Project. “To see a Jewish person banned from
exercising his freedoms in Germany in 2017 is chilling enough. To see that discrimination
whitewashed and legitimized by a German judge is grotesque.”
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The Math Doctor

I am a NYS cerfied teacher with an EdD
in math educaon. Drawing on over forty years
of experience, I provide high quality
remedial and tutorial help in all math topics
from elementary through college calculus.

Contact Dr. Robert Phelan
to set up a me for your child.
ryphelan@gmail.com • 607-343-4485

We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Install, Service & Repair...

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org
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The Math
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pets welcome!
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4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

PLUMBING
& HEATING

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and
repairs, along with
in-home care services.
These care services
include but are not
limited to:
• Bath Assistance
• Meal Prep
• Cleaning
• Shopping, etc.
John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)
888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES
pbaker927@yahoo.com

754-6376

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling
Specializing in kitchens and baths
For a free estimate call
Kevin Micha Construction at
607-221-5985
Licensed and insured
Cleaning Services:

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling

• Green Cleaning
Raw Local Honey Varieties
• Real Estate Cleaning
Spring • Summer • Fall
• Passover Cleaning
Propolis, Pollen, Beeswax candles
Try a sample at the
• Domestic Cleaning
Specializing in kitchens
& baths
Binghamton
Regional
• Office Cleaning
Farmers
Market,
For
a
free
estimate,
• Commercial Cleaning
840 Upper Front Street
call all year
9-1 Saturdays
• Construction Cleaning please
bcregionalmkt.com
Kevin Michasuegaringhoney.com
Construction
• Window Cleaning
607-775-5041
at 607-221-5985
house cleaning
& special projects Licensed and insured

$25 per hour

www.dustbunniez.com
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Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street
Johnson City
New York 13790
Text/Voice: 607.427.0186
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