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BU Rabbi Moses Margolis Memorial Lecture to be
held on Nov. 30

The Binghamton University Judaic Studies Department will hold its Rabbi Moses
Margolis Memorial Lecture on Thursday,
November 30, on the BU campus, Library
Tower Room 2207, at 7:30 pm. The lecture
will feature Professor Jonathan Boyarin
of Cornell University, who will speak on
“Genealogies of the Future.” The lecture is
open to the general public.
“The work of determining lines of

Jewish kinship is primarily
understood as oriented toward
the past,” said organizers of the
lecture. “Drawing on documents
ranging from a late story by Grace
Paley, to recent ethnography of
Yiddish philanthropy as fictive
kinship, to artistic re-imaginings
of a lost family album, Professor
Boyarin discusses what happens Jonathan Boyarin

when we start to think of Jewish
genealogy and ‘blood ties’ as
oriented toward the future.”
Boyarin is the Mann Professor of Modern Jewish Studies
and professor of anthropology
at Cornell University. His work
centers on Jewish communities
and on the dynamics of Jewish
culture, memory and identity.

His published works include “Jewish
Families,” “Mornings at the Stanton
Street Shul: A Lower East Side Summer”
(see The Reporter’s review at http://
www.thereportergroup.org/Article.aspx?aID=2471) and “The Unconverted
Self: Jews, Indians, and the Identity of
Christian Europe.”
For more information, contact the BU
Judaic Studies Department at 777-3070.

Israeli Aroma Café at BU on Nov. 20
Students at Hillel at Binghamton University will create a Binghamton version of
Aroma Café, an Israeli coffee shop, in sponsorship with Stand With Us, Israel Campus
Coalition, the Israel Studies Department and
the Student Association at Binghamton. The

free event will take place on Monday, November 20, from 1-4 pm, in the Old Union
Hall in the Student Union at Binghamton
University, and is open to the public.
“The café is serving Aroma-style food
to students and local community members

in an effort to bring them together to learn
about and discuss anything Israel over Israeli food,” said organizers of the event. “In
past years, the event has engaged more than
500 students and community members in a
fun and meaningful way. As Hillel’s largest

event of the fall semester, it has become
one of the iconic events for Jewish life on
campus! Community members are invited
to come with their families.”
More information about the event can be
found at https://tinyurl.com/Hillel-Aroma.

U.S. begins distributing $770 million to Madoff victims
By JTA staff
(JTA) -- The U.S. Department of Justice
began distributing $772.5 million in recovered funds to some 24,000 victims of Bernie
Madoff’s Ponzi scheme.
The sum, which is being returned
eight years after the former stockbroker
and investment adviser pleaded guilty
to committing one of the largest fraud
schemes in U.S. history, is the largest
restoration of forfeited property in the
United States, according to Deputy U.S.

Attorney General Rod Rosenstein.
“We have recovered billions of dollars
from third parties – not Mr. Madoff – and
are now returning that money to tens of
thousands of victims,” Rosenstein said in a
statement issued on November 9. The $772.5
million is only a fraction of the more than $4
billion in assets that were recovered for the
victims in total, according to the statement.
Madoff, a Jewish New Yorker, used his
position as the chairman of Bernard L.
Madoff Investment Securities to swindle

billions of dollars from tens of thousands
of people from the early 1970s until his
2008 arrest. Many nonprofits also suffered
big losses, with Yeshiva University taking
a $140 million hit, Hadassah $90 million
and the foundation of Elie Wiesel losing
$15 million.
In 2009, Madoff pleaded guilty to 11
federal felonies and was sentenced to 150
years in prison. He was also ordered to forfeit
nearly $171 billion, according to CNBC.
Of the $4 billion that will be distributed

to victims of the scheme, more than half
came from the estate of Jeffry Picower, a
Madoff investor who reportedly profited
more than Madoff from the Ponzi scheme
and was later sued by Madoff investors.
Another $1.7 billion was collected as part
of an agreement with JPMorgan Chase
Bank, according to the Justice Department’s
release. JPMorgan Chase was fined under
the Bank Secrecy Act, which requires banks
to notify law enforcement of suspicious
activity, CNBC reported.

Spotlight

Israel a rising star in space and satellite
technology
By Adam Abrams
JNS.org
Adding to Israel’s existing reputation
as the “start-up nation” and a major hub
of innovation, the Jewish state has been
called “a rising star in space and satellite
technology.”
Several key developments in recent years
highlight Israel’s growing contributions in
the field, including the successful launch
of the Venus satellite on August 2. Venus,
a micro-satellite weighing 550 pounds, was
jointly designed by Israeli and French aerospace firms for the purpose of monitoring
climate change. The cutting-edge satellite
observes 110 sites on five continents every
two days, and closely monitors the impact
of human activity on vegetation, water and
carbon levels.
The micro-satellite was built as part of
a collaboration between Israel Aerospace
Industries and France’s space agency,
CNES. Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defense
Systems provided the micro-satellite’s electric propulsion system and Elbit Systems
manufactured its high-resolution camera.
Israel is the smallest country in the world

to launch its own satellites, and is also
one of only 11 nations with the ability to
independently launch unmanned missions
into space. Currently, Israel has 17 civilian
satellites orbiting the Earth, two-thirds of
which are communication devices.
“Israel is one of the few countries that
has the entire chain of satellite capabilities,
which means launch, design, construction
and operation,” Avi Blasberger, director
general of the Israel Space Agency at the
Israeli Science Ministry, told JNS.org. “It’s
an entirely self-sustained program. Israel is
one of the few countries in the world that
can be proud of this.”
Preceding the launch of Venus, Israel
launched its first nanosatellite, BGUSAT,
in mid-February as part of an academic
initiative by Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev that enables researchers to study
climate change as well as agricultural and
other scientific phenomena.
Slightly larger than a milk cartoon, the
nanosatellite is outfitted with a visual and
short wavelength infrared camera and hovers at 300 miles above the Earth’s surface
– allowing researchers to study a broad array

of environmental phenomena, including
atmospheric gases like carbon dioxide.
In line with the nanosatellite launch,
Blasberger said one of the Jewish state’s
greatest feats in the field is its “very strong”
capability for “miniaturizing satellites.”
“Our satellites’ performance per kilogram is the best in the world,” he said.
“For example, the Venus satellite is 250
kilograms (550 pounds). In comparison,
other satellites in its class weigh at least
two or three times as much.”
Besides being able to condense a large
amount of technology into a small space –
much like the modern state of Israel itself
– other Israeli satellite innovations are being
developed in the private sector.
With the global civilian satellite technology market worth an estimated $150
billion a year, Israel hopes to corner at least
10 percent of that sector, and is aiming
to earn as much as $15 billion in space
technology exports annually. “Currently,
we have several Israeli start-up companies
with innovative ideas for space technology
and services, which we hope will be on the
cutting-edge of technology in this sphere

Israel’s first nanosatellite, BGUSAT, which
was launched in mid-February as part
of an academic initiative by Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev. (Photo courtesy
of Ben-Gurion University)
within the next few years,” said Blasberger.
While Venus and BGUSAT are two
examples showcasing Israel’s prowess in
space technology, these public-facing initiatives fall under the smaller of two separate organizations that comprise the Israeli
space program. “The Israeli space program
is supported by two government agencies,
See “Star” on page 5

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
On the silver screen

A film looks at Hungary’s treatment
of Holocaust survivors; and an
interview with Rob Reiner.
........................................ Page 6

Kiev’s JCC

Kiev’s American-style JCC gives
low-income Jews a place to call
home and educate their children.
........................................ Page 8

JCC movie night

The JCC will host a Family
Movie Night open to the entire
community on December 2.
...................................... Page 11

Special Sections
Legal Notices.................................... 4
Book Review..................................... 4
Financial Planning......................... 8-9
Classifieds...................................... 12

November 17-23, 2017

Page 2 - The Reporter

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Chabad rabbis get back one book from disputed
Brussels Jewish museum opens first exhibition since Schneerson collection held by Russia
2014 massacre
Rabbis of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement were able to obtain in Israel a book belonging
Three years after the slaying of four people at the Jewish Museum of Belgium in what
prosecutors say was a jihadist terrorist attack, the institution opened its first new exhibition.
“Belgium, Welcoming Land,” which opened in October, explores the history of immigration
to the country through photographs, testimonies and other artifacts. The Brussels museum
reopened briefly after the 2014 attack, but has been closed for renovations for the past
several months. The exhibition will remain open until March 19, which will be the sixth
anniversary of the murder of four Jews in Toulouse, France, also by an Islamist. A French
national who fought in Syria, Mehdi Nemmouche, is standing trial for carrying out the
attack in Belgium and killing two Israeli tourists, a worker of the Jewish museum and a
volunteer. Like Nemmouche, the Toulouse killer was born in Europe to a family originating
in the Middle East. Pascale Falek-Alhadeff, the curator of the new exhibition, said on the
Belgian broadcaster RTBF that the exhibit was meant also to encourage the creation and
opening in Belgium of a museum dedicated to immigration. “This exposition is a wake-up
call, reminding us that in 2017, in view of recent events, it is more necessary now than ever
before to have such a museum,” Falek-Alhadeff said in reference to a museum devoted to
immigration. The problems connected to immigration “need to be treated through historical
and a historical consciousness, complemented by art.” However, she added, the exhibit also
underlines cultural commonalities among immigrants as a means for countering intolerance.

to the Schneerson collection that they are fighting to get back from Russia. The volume was
discovered recently at the Kedem Auction House in Israel and returned to the Chabad rabbis in
the United States, according to a statement on Nov. 9 from the office of Sen. Charles Schumer
(D-NY), who celebrated the book’s return with the rabbis. “The discovery of this sacred text
in Israel is a simcha for Chabad and the entire Jewish community,” wrote Schumer, who is
Jewish, using the Hebrew word for “joy.” In 2013, a U.S. judge ordered Russia to pay $50,000
a day in fines for failing to honor a 2010 ruling by the U.S. District Court in Washington,
DC, to hand over the historic collection of 12,000 books and 50,000 documents to the New
York-based movement. Since 1991, leaders of the group have been trying to regain possession
of the library of Rabbi Joseph I. Schneerson, who led the Chabad movement until his death
in 1950. Russian President Vladimir Putin has said the texts are part of Russian heritage
and will not leave his country. He transferred the texts to the Jewish Museum and Tolerance
Center in Moscow a year after its 2012 opening, but the books are there on loan and remain
the possession of the Russian State Library collection. The collection came into the Russian
state’s possession in 1918 following its confiscation by communists. Schneerson managed
to take the other part of the collection out of the Soviet Union while emigrating in the 1930s.
About 25,000 pages of manuscripts from the collection were later seized by the Nazis, and
then regained by the Red Army and handed over to the Russian State Military Archive.

Opinion
Speaker at Center for Jewish History violently denounces Israel
By Stephen M. Flatow
JNS.org
Just when you thought things couldn’t get any messier
over at the Center for Jewish History, a New York Times
columnist who was invited to speak at an event there
has unleashed a barrage of verbal attacks on Israel. The
columnist, Roger Cohen, was invited to deliver this year’s
Leo Baeck Memorial Lecture. The Leo Baeck Institute
is one of six Jewish organizations that operate from
the Center for Jewish History building. I did not attend
Mr. Cohen’s lecture on October 15. But in a pre-lecture
interview with the Baeck Institute’s newsletter, LBI
News, Cohen violently lashed out at Israel.
“Somehow,” he declared, “the Jews, who were for
millennia humiliated and excluded in the Diaspora, now
find themselves in a semi-colonial situation in which they
subject the Palestinian people to much of what we once
suffered.”
“Much of what we suffered?” Gas chambers? Pogroms?
Ghettoes? Inquisitions? Which of these, exactly, does Cohen
think Israel has used against the Palestinians?
He didn’t stop there. Cohen proceeded to declare,
“Lawlessness prevails in the settlements.” Another blatant
lie. Anybody who is familiar with the Jewish communities
in Judea and Samaria knows “lawlessness” is an absurd
and outrageously false description. Those communities
are legal, and the overwhelming majority of their residents
are peaceful, law-abiding citizens.
Cohen continued, “The settlers vote as citizens of Israel while the millions around them cannot vote.” Utterly
false. Of course the Palestinian Arabs can vote, and they

planning a Balfour Declaration event featuring speakers
from the anti-Zionist “Jewish Voice for Peace” group.
I am not assuming that the controversial new president
of the Center for Jewish History, David N. Myers, is to
blame for the activities of either the American Jewish
Historical Society or the Leo Baeck Institute. They are
autonomous organizations that make their own programming and publishing decisions. Nor am I suggesting that
people who attack Israel should be deprived of their right
to free speech. There are, of course, plenty of platforms
for people who want to denounce Israel. The question
I am raising is whether mainstream Jewish community
institutions should provide platforms for such attacks on
the Jewish state.
The leaders of the American Jewish Historical Society
decided, to their credit, that the anti-Zionist Balfour program should be cancelled, since it was not consistent with
their society’s mission. Perhaps the folks at the Leo Baeck
Institute can learn from that. The Baeck Institute’s mission is
to “promote the study and understanding of German-Jewish
history.” Roger Cohen’s comparison of Israel’s behavior
to that of past persecutors of the Jews – including German
Jews, obviously – was a gross distortion of German-Jewish
history. The publication of Cohen’s anti-Israel vitriol in the
Baeck Institute newsletter was clearly inconsistent with
the institute’s mission. The institute should acknowledge
its grievous error in judgment.
Stephen M. Flatow, a vice president of the Religious
Zionists of America, is an attorney in New Jersey. He
is the father of Alisa Flatow, who was murdered in an
Iranian-sponsored Palestinian terrorist attack in 1995.

do vote – when Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas lets them.
Just five months ago, on May 13, 2017, hundreds of
thousands of supposedly “disenfranchised” Palestinians
went to 461 polling stations, and chose the members of the
391 municipal and village councils in the P.A.-controlled
portions of Judea and Samaria. A total of 3,489 council
members were elected. But I guess Roger Cohen wasn’t
paying attention. He was too busy accusing Israel of denying Palestinians the right to vote.
Of course, it’s not as if the Leo Baeck Institute didn’t
know what it was getting into when it chose Cohen as
its speaker. He has been an outspoken critic of Israel for
a very long time. In his column from February 10, 2014,
he accused the Israelis of “keep[ing] their boots on the
heads of the Palestinians.” In his column from January
28, 2016, Cohen urged businesses around the world to
take action to force Israel to “cease settlement-related
activities” – in other words, to boycott Israel. And who
can forget his series of articles in 2009 whitewashing
antisemitism in Iran?
I find it hard to believe that the leaders of the Leo
Baeck Institute were not aware of Cohen’s record before
they selected him as their speaker. But whether or not
they knew of his attacks on Israel in the past, why did
they consider it necessary to circulate his latest attacks on
Israel in their newsletter? Why publicize and legitimize
his anti-Israel tirades?
A similar question was raised recently when it was
revealed that another institution at the Center for Jewish
History, the American Jewish Historical Society, was

In My Own Words

What we’re not supposed to discuss

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Take 1: Guns don’t kill people. People kill people. But
don’t people with guns kill far more people in a shorter
amount of time than people without guns? However, we
aren’t supposed to talk about this right now.
Take 2: Guns don’t kill people, but white Christian men
with guns kill people. Oh, sorry, we’re not supposed to
stereotype people by suggesting that one particular group
is causing the problem. Or at least, we’re not supposed to
talk about this unless the shooter is a person of color or a
member of a non-Christian religion.
Take 3: Guns don’t kill people, but easily to obtain
weapons often get into the hands of people who shouldn’t
have them and they kill people – with the guns they buy.
Again, sorry, it’s too soon to consider practical solutions.
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Take 4: Guns don’t kill people. Or at least, we shouldn’t
worry about guns even though the majority of mass killings in the U.S. have occurred because someone fired a
gun. Wait, sorry, I forgot again: we’re not supposed to
talk about that.
Take 5: Guns don’t kill people. In fact, we should
arm more people so they can defend themselves against
shooters. Of course, they would probably also kill innocent bystanders because they aren’t trained to use a
gun during an emergency. Plus, this might complicate
matters when the police arrive since they won’t know
which armed person started shooting in the first place.
Oh, again, I just remembered: we aren’t supposed to
talk about this.
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If this convoluted, nonsensical discussion reminds you of
our country’s political discourse, you’re not the only person
feeling that way. The statements from politicians claiming
we shouldn’t be discussing gun control measures immediately after a massacre strikes me as absurd – especially
since those same leaders have no trouble invoking politics
or bigoted tropes if the perpetrator is seem as “other,” meaning anyone who is not a white Christian male. We are told
to send prayers and healing thoughts, rather than passing
legislation or even better, reconsidering gun ownership in
our country – that is, considering what types of weapons
should not be in the hands of civilians. I’m not suggesting
banning guns, but it’s time for a serious discussion about
gun ownership and our culture of violence.
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TC Sisterhood to hold Artisan Holiday
Marketplace in Nov. 19

The sixth annual Temple Concord Sisterhood Artisan
Holiday Marketplace will be held on Sunday, November
19, from 10 am-3 pm, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside
Dr., Binghamton. The artisan sale will be in the social hall
on the first floor.
“About 28 vendors will sell their new and original

hand-crafted items just in time for holiday gifts and for
you,” said organizers of the event. Admission is a $1 donation or a nonperishable food item donation for CHOW.
Not all vendors accept credit cards, so organizers encourage
shoppers to bring their check books and cash.
Included in the sale will be original jewelry, drawings,

paintings, soaps, fused glass, pottery, candles, needle craft,
wooden crafts and custom-made clothing. Homemade
baked goods and lunch will also be sold by Temple Concord
Sisterhood, which is sponsoring the event. Chairwomen
for the sale are Marilyn Strosberg and Helene Philips, with
Roz Antoun and Marsha Luks in charge of the bake sale.

TC Book Club revises schedule

The Tuesday Morning Book Club at Temple Concord
has revised its reading schedule. On Tuesday, December 5,
the Book Club will meet in the Temple Concord library at
10:30 am to discuss “Rhapsody in Schmaltz: Yiddish Food
and Why We Can’t Stop Eating It” by Michael Wex. (To
read The Reporter’s review of the book, visit thereportergroup.org/Article.aspx?aID=4436.) Seasonal refreshments
will be available. After the meeting, those in attendance

are invited to tour Hanukkah House.
On Tuesday, January 2, the club will discuss “Orphan
# 8” by Kim Alkemade. (The Reporter’s review of the
novel can be found at www.thereportergroup.org/Article.
aspx?aID=4307.)
The Book Club follows the Binghamton City School
District closings due to wintry weather. If Binghamton
schools are closed, the Book Club will not meet. However,

Israeli archaeologists unearth
remains at “King Solomon’s Mines”
By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – In a find that has taken their field by surprise,
Israeli archaeologists have unearthed the 3,200-year-old
remains of a pregnant woman at the ancient copper mines
in southern Israel’s Timna Valley.
“It is very rare to find human remains in Timna and it
is the first time we find a woman,” Tel Aviv University
archaeologist Erez Ben-Yosef, who has led a team at the
excavation site since 2012, told Haaretz.
According to archaeologists, the woman was in the first

OF NOTE

Appelbaum

Lisa Appelbaum, a junior at Binghamton University,
is taking part in Challah for Hunger’s a national research
and awareness project, The Campus Hunger Project.
Appelbaum is a volunteer leader with the BU chapter of
Challah for Hunger, a Philadelphia-based nonprofit dedicated to hunger advocacy and student engagement. Over
the next year, Challah for Hunger will expand its Campus
Hunger Project to new universities while also mobilizing a cohort of student volunteers who will implement
campus-specific test programs to help feed food insecure
students. Appelbaum was selected to join the first cohort
as a representative of BU.

trimester of her pregnancy when she died and was buried
near an ancient Egyptian temple, close to what archaeologists later named “King Solomon’s Mines,” where it is
believed the site was controlled by the biblical king. The
woman, who anthropologists believe was likely in her
20s, was found with two tiny glass beads that likely link
the body to the Egyptian temple. The temple, which was
dedicated to the goddess Hathor, is believed to have been
used from the 13th to 12th centuries B.C., when the area was
under Egyptian control.
The beads “could indicate that she was an Egyptian
woman who had traveled there to be a cultic singer or
musician for the goddess Hathor,” suggested Deborah Sweeney, an Egyptologist at Tel Aviv University,
Haaretz reported.
At the same time, archaeologists expressed surprise
that they uncovered human remains at all, as it was the
first time they found such remains since 1964.
“There are no water sources in Timna and it is very
inhospitable, so no one ever settled there permanently,”
Ben-Yosef said. “Home was close to water sources, and
people only came for brief expeditions during the winter
to mine copper.”

the club will meet at 10:30 am as scheduled in the event
that schools are on a one or two hour delay.
Alternate side of the street parking will be in effect in
the city of Binghamton between December 1 and March 15.
Members are asked to remember to park on the “odd” side
of the street on odd numbered days, and on the “even” side
on even numbered days. On December 5, members may
park in front of the temple on Riverside Drive or across
from the temple on Oak Street. On January 2, February
6 and March 6, members may park across the street from
the temple on Riverside Drive or on the same side as the
temple on Oak Street.
For more information, contact Merri Pell-Preus at 7246040 or merrypell.preus@gmail.com.

The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to the family of

Tom Head
The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to the family of

Edward Levene
The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to the family of

Caren Goleman Strong

Early deadlines

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, The Reporter will
have the following early deadlines. No exceptions will
be made.
Issue Date
Deadline Date
November 24................Wednesday, November 15
December 1........................Monday, November 20

G & H Promotions Presents...

Coker

15TH ANNUAL

Rachel Coker, director of research advancement at Binghamton
University, recently received two
campus awards. She was given
the Council/Foundation Award,
which recognizes “extraordinary
commitment to the campus community.” Faculty and staff recipients
are selected for their contributions
to the strength and vitality of the
university. Coker also received the
Rachel Coker
Technology Innovation Outreach
Award from S3IP, a New York State
Center of Excellence at the university. That honor recognized her contributions to publicizing the center’s research
and supporting its marketing efforts at trade shows around
the country. Coker, a past president of Temple Concord,
lives in Apalachin with her husband and daughters.

Holiday Traditions
Arts & Craft Show

Binghamton University's West Gym
Black Friday, November 24th 3:00pm to 8:00pm
Saturday, November 25th 9:00am to 4:00pm
Over 150 Arts & Craft Booths
A Food Donation for CHOW Appreciated
$1 off Admission with this Ad

“King Solomon’s Pillars” in Israel’s Timna Valley. (Photo
by Wikimedia Commons)

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928
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Fax 800-948-5844
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U
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American chefs. Their Superior Taste Gold Medal for eggs is awarded
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Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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FUNERAL HOME
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E.B. eggs are High in Vitamin E, contain 100 mg.
of Omega 3, and have 25% less saturated fat
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Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
H A N D IC A P P E D A C C E S S IB LE

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
• Weight Management
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional Supplements!

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associatess
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
my.womensobgyn.info
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Off the Shelf

The intricacies of Talmud

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

I’ve studied Talmud with three different types of teachers. The first sessions, which occurred prior to rabbinical
school, were led by an Orthodox rabbi who read and
translated the text. He discouraged us from taking notes,
saying that the learning had to be oral, and quickly moved
over the pages. While I enjoyed the class, I never learned
about the organization of the material or the structure of
the arguments.
During rabbinical school, I had two teachers, both of
whom expected us to translate the Hebrew and Aramaic,
and offer our own impressions. One focused on aggadah
(stories) and used those tales to spin thoughts about the
nature of Judaism. The other was interested in halachah
(Jewish law) and had a more structured approach. We
learned to outline the text, focusing on how the arguments
were organized and discussing what we thought the rabbis
were attempting to accomplish. I continue to use this approach since my main interest is to understand the rabbinic
culture of the time.
This review looks at two recent books related to the
study of the talmudic text: one analyzes what many con-

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is AP Trading
Group LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 3,
2017.

3.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 1006 May
Street, Endicott, NY 13760.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Niles, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Cary, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is CNY Hemp
LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October
10, 2017.

3.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a

between Jews and non-Jews.”
Wasserman analyzes the creation of the talmudic text,
seeing it as a “cohesive, authored work,” meaning that the
editors did not just gather material, but shaped and rewrote
it, emphasizing the rabbinic exploration of what it means
to be human. According to the author, these editors were
far less concerned in coming to specific conclusions than
they were about continuing the discussion. The questions
Wasserman believes they raised include: “What are the
grounds for the priority and privilege that rabbinic law
ascribes to Jews? What distinguishes Jews and other
humans from the realm of animals? What is gained and
what is lost when the common humanity of all people is
acknowledged?” She notes that the rabbis may have focused
on law, but the answers to these questions can be found
within their legal discussions.
The in-depth, complex analysis in “Jews, Gentiles, and
Other Animals” does not lend itself to simple discussion
in a review. At the risk of oversimplifying the material,
it’s clear that Wasserman believes that the ancient rabbis
See “Talmud” on page 8

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

sider to be the most controversial tractate of the Talmud,
while the other discusses different methods of teaching
and learning the text.
“Jews, Gentiles, and Other Animals”
As the study of Talmud moves into the secular, academic
world, scholars are using other disciplines to discover the
worldview of those who produced the talmudic text. For example, in “Jews, Gentiles, and Other Animals: The Talmud
After the Humanities” (University of Pennsylvania Press),
Mira Beth Wasserman offers a new set of questions about
the world of the Talmud through the critical approach of
the humanities, which concentrates on the study of human
culture. The reason she focuses on Avoda Zara (which she
translates literally as meaning “foreign worship”) is because
it is considered one of the most controversial tractates of
the Babylonian Talmud – one which was censored and
changed in Medieval Christian Europe. What Wasserman,
who teaches rabbinic literature at the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College, finds intriguing is that, in reality, Avoda
Zara is less interested in idiolatry and more interested in
“a much broader set of concerns about the relationships

copy of any process against the
LLC served upon him or her is:
PO Box 95, Kirkwood, NY
13795.
5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is White
Lemon Real Estate LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 16,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 60 Sunrise
Drive, Binghamton, New York
13905.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is RRL1
Services LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 18,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 30 Port
Street, Port Crane, NY 13833.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is
SEVASTOULA 123 LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 25,
2017.

3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 3849 Gardner
Road, Binghamton, New York
13903.

4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 7806 13TH
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
11228.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
KAM Realty Partners, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/18/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Lumpkin &
Sons LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 31,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 329 Oak
Street, Vestal, NY 13850.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Jeffrey L.
McKinney LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is November
1, 2017.

5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Oak Tree
Capital, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
10/06/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd.,
Binghamton, NY 13903. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
Wednesday Night Games, LLC filed
Art. of Org. w/ Sec’y of State (SSNY)
on 9/12/17. Office in Broome Cty.
SSNY desig. as agent upon whom
process against may be served &
shall mail process to PO Box 902,
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose:Any
lawful purpose
______________________
The Eleventh State Properties
LLC - NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(“LLC”)
Ar ticles of Organization of The
Eleventh State Properties LLC filed
with the NYS Secretary of State
(NYSS) on 10/30/2017. Office of
LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service
of process against it. NYSS shall
mail process to 102 Bevier Street,
Binghamton, NY 13904. Business
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________
HQW&S, LLC - NOTICE OF
FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)
Articles of Organization of HQW&S,
LLC filed with the NYS Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 11/06/2017. Office
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service of
process against it. NYSS shall mail
process to 210 N. Nanticoke Avenue,
Endicott, NY 13760. Business
purpose: any lawful activity
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: AATHC, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles of
Organization of the Company with
the Secretary of State was October 3,
2017. The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State

shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

Attention
Attorneys

H&B RENTALS, LLC - NOTICE
OF FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)
Articles of Organization of H&B
RENTALS, LLC filed with the NYS
Secretar y of State (NYSS) on
11/08/2017. Office of LLC is in
Broome County. NYSS designated
as agent for service of process
against it. NYSS shall mail process to
210 N. Nanticoke Avenue, Endicott,
NY 13760. Business purpose: any
lawful activity
______________________
Notice of Formation of 607 Rentals,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/26/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 18 Timberland Dr., Binghamton,
NY 13903. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Vestal Dental
Associate, PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
10/26/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 533 Clayton Ave., Vestal,
NY 13850. Purpose: to practice the
profession of Dentistry.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Zacharias
Funeral Home LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
10/27/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 78 Second St., Deposit,
NY 13754. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: Moonbeam’s and Dolliewinkie’s,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was November 9, 2017.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
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Julian Edelman’s children’s book gets a Jewish
makeover

By Penny Schwartz
The event was organized
BOSTON (JTA) – If New
by PJ Library, the MassaEngland Patriots star Julian
chusetts-based global Jewish
Edelman retires from the NFL
children’s book giveaway
anytime soon, he clearly has a
program supported by the
promising second career as a
Harold Grinspoon FoundaJewish children’s book writer.
tion in partnership with other
In front of about 400 children
philanthropists and local
and their families on a recent
Jewish community organizaTuesday night at the Newton
tions. Twenty-five thousand
Centre flagship of the Jewish
copies of Edelman’s book,
Community Center of Greater
“Flying High,” a semi-auBoston, the 31-year-old wide
tobiographical story about a
receiver and Super Bowl hero Julian Edelman read from squirrel named Jules who is
read a special edition of a his children’s book at the determined to play football,
children’s book he co-wrote JCC of Greater Boston on are being mailed to 5-yearOctober 10. (Photo by Nikki olds in Jewish homes across
last year.
Edelman, who has Jewish Cole)
North America through the
ancestry on his father’s side
PJ Library program.
and has identified as Jewish in recent years,
Before Edelman read his book, the
was treated “like a rock star. ““He’s a really audience was shown a video with footage
good receiver and I hope I like his book,” from his visit to Israel in 2015 (which was
Ilan Sherman Kadish, one of Edelman’s co-sponsored by the Combined Jewish
many young fans in attendance, said before Philanthropies of Greater Boston). The
the player spoke.
crowd cheered loudly after the video as

Star

the Ministry of Defense and the Israel Space
Agency,” Blasberger explained. “Israel’s
largest space program today is run through
the Ministry of Defense. This program
started back in 1983, and most of Israel’s
[space-related technological innovations]
were gathered through this program.”
The Defense Ministry initiative is mostly
focused on the “development of observation satellites,” Blasberger said, without
elaborating.
The need for these observation satellites
was originally a consequence of Israel’s
1979 peace treaty with Egypt. Then-Israeli
Prime Minister Menachem Begin tasked
nuclear physicist Yuval Ne’eman with
creating Israel’s space program in 1983, to
develop satellites capable of monitoring the
newly demilitarized Sinai Peninsula, thus
eliminating the need for spy planes.
The technology developed under this
military space program was eventually
applied to produce civilian satellites. The
civilian program, Blasberger said, was funded “just within the past four or five years,
with a relatively small budget.”
As of 2016, the Israel Space Agency’s

Continued from page 1
annual budget stood at $15 million, comparable in size to the Mexican, Swiss and
South African space programs.
Following the Venus satellite’s launch in
August, Israel’s Science, Technology and
Space Minister Ofir Akunis noted the need
to expand funding for similar future space
endeavors to maintain the Jewish state’s
status as a leader in the field.
Nevertheless, with its relatively small
budget, the public face of the Israeli space
program runs various advanced initiatives.
These programs “are only for peaceful
purposes and based on a lot of international cooperation, and a lot of investment in
education of youth,” Blasberger said.
In recent years, the Israel Space Agency
has cooperated on various projects with international space agencies such as France’s
CNES, Italy’s ASI, NASA, the German
Aerospace Center DLR and India’s ISRO. In
2016, the Israel Space Agency also became
an official member of the United Nations
Committee on Space Affairs, after Israel
was accepted into the U.N. Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in
October 2015.

Edelman, wearing a brace from a preseason
knee injury that has kept him from playing
this season, made his way onto the stage.
Edelman said onstage that the story of
Israel reminded him of his own struggles
to push past those who overlooked him.
He was picked in the seventh and final
round of the 2009 draft by the Patriots
and was not projected to succeed in the
league. But he has notched more than 400
career receptions, helped the team win two
Super Bowls and become quarterback Tom
Brady’s favorite target.
“I fell in love with the people of Israel,”
Edelman said, noting his admiration for
how the small country thrives despite being
surrounded by unfriendly countries.
It’s a theme he said he wanted to convey
in a children’s book, especially after the
birth of his daughter, Lily, in November, to
whom he dedicated the book. The new PJ
Library edition of “Flying High” includes
extra material on the front and back flaps
that emphasizes the story’s Jewish content
and values. There is also a new reference
to Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern
Zionism. The dedication page includes one
of Herzl’s most famous quotes: “If you will
it, it is no dream.”
The quote shows up in illustrations
throughout the story as its young squirrel protagonist trains hard and perseveres against his
detractors – a group of animals that includes
an eagle, a buffalo and a bear who ridicule
him for being too weak, slow and small. The
idea for the quote came from the Israeli-born
Assaf Swissa, Edelman’s co-author. Edelman
told JTA after the event that while the quote
was not central to the original book, it turned
out to be a good fit. “It definitely has meaning
for me,” he said of the Herzl quote.
A second “Flying High” book is due

Tom Head died November 10, 2017. He was predeceased
by his parents Joe & Venus Head and by his sister Betty Jo Rayl
Bryant. He is survived by his wife Eileen Fay, his daughters Tawn
& Hadassah, his sons Alan & Michael, and his four grandchildren
Austin, Daemon, Luon & Prishtina. He was predeceased by Tawn’s
son Chris. He had the extreme good fortune that his children
chose wonderful spouses: Shawn Wood, Shprese Demiri, and
Jeffrey Mativetsky.
He held professorships at Iowa State U, U of Alaska and
Binghamton U. He is survived by his seven PhD students each of
whom he was very proud: E. Rutter, J. Delaney, J. Harrison, N.
Jonoska, A. Weinberger, E. Goode, and J. Loftus. His life was
brightened immensely by visits for lecturing as a guest in several
nations. The longest visits being in The Netherlands, Japan,
Spain and Malaysia. All his training was in pure mathematics (U
Okla. & U Kansas) but his recognition was for the development
of interactions between molecular biology and formal language
theory. In 2002 he received the annually given ‘Yellow Tulip’
Award’ for his early contribution to DNA computing. In 2004 he
was presented with the ‘Festschrift’ volume of papers: ‘Aspects of
Biomolecular Computing’. In 2008 a conference at Binghamton
University was held celebrating his 75th birthday. Listening to
the recorded music of Beethoven, Mahler, & Schoenberg and
enjoying his family members kept him here on Earth through age
83. If interested, donations could be made either to the American
Association for the Advancement of Science: www.aaas.org or
Union Concerned Scientists: https://ucsusa.org.

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

One lucky fan had a fun encounter with
Julian Edelman at a private reading of his
book at the JCC of Greater Boston before the
main event on October 10. (Photo by Etan
Harmelech/Harold Grinspoon Foundation)
out in November, in time for Chanukah,
Swissa told JTA.
Edelman has become an object of Jewish fascination since he publicly identified
himself as a member of the tribe in a 2013
interview on the NFL Network. He has
tweeted about Jewish holidays, wore an
Israel pin during a game in 2014 and was
named one of the best Jewish football
players of all time by the American Jewish
Historical Society last year.
PJ Library’s founder, Jewish businessman Harold Grinspoon, and his wife, Diane
Troderman, both philanthropists, attended
the event along with their grandchildren and
other members of their family. Edelman is
“an amazing guy. He’s a heimische guy.
He’s so real,” Grinspoon told JTA, using a
Yiddish term meaning friendly and down
to earth. “I love the [‘Flying High’] story
because it’s so true to who he is.”

Page 6 - The Reporter

November 17-23, 2017

On the silver screen
Taboo-breaking film depicts Hungary’s grim welcome
to Holocaust survivors

By Cnaan Liphshiz
(JTA) – The time is just after the defeat
of Nazi Germany. Two Orthodox Jews
disembark from a train at a rural station in
Soviet-occupied Hungary and, after offloading a heavy bag, they begin a silent, hourlong
walk to a nearby village. The purpose of their
journey is not known. But their arrival in the
village sets in motion a series of tragic and
violent events, as some residents worry the
visitors will expose crimes they committed
during the Nazi occupation, with potentially
deadly consequences for the perpetrators.
Such is the premise of the award-winning
Hungarian movie “1945.” The black-andwhite feature, filmed last year, is one of
just a handful of movies ever produced in
Hungary about the theft of Jewish property
during the Holocaust. In the U.S., the film
was to premiere on November 1 in New
York, with a national rollout to follow.
Despite being a low-cost production
lacking marquee names, “1945” has found
success at international film festivals. It won
awards at the San Francisco Film Critics
Circle, as well as at the Berlin Film Festival
and the Jerusalem Film Festival. One critic
called it a “subtly crafted masterpiece.”
And while the film is fictional, it has
struck a nerve among Hungarian Jews
whose families lived through the suspicion
and hostility depicted in the movie. “It is
an important production which, despite
being fictional, nonetheless describes for
the first time in film the reality of what
actually happened to us,” Peter Feldmajer,
a former leader of Hungary’s Jewish federation, told JTA.
In the film, the two silent Jews – Samuel
Hermann and his son – arrive on a fateful

summer day: the wedding day of a son of
the village’s de facto mayor. Fearful that the
Jewish arrivals are an expeditionary force for
Jews who used to own property there, the
town’s leader frantically mounts cover-ups of
his own crimes. A group of villagers armed
with pitchforks menacingly gather around
the newcomers as they pray for their dead
in the village’s disused Jewish cemetery.
The scene is an obvious reference to the
1946 antisemitic pogrom in the city of Miskolc, during which two Jews, including one
police officer, were murdered by participants
of what began as a workers’ demonstration
and escalated into a lynching. “This scene
accurately and bravely represents why it
was impossible for Jews to seek justice in
the postwar period,” said Feldmajer, whose
father was a Holocaust survivor from a
Hungarian village where locals stole his
family’s property.
See “Film” on page 11

A scene from the film “1945.” (Photo courtesy of Menemsha Films)

Rob Reiner on Judaism, movies and his
experience “home shuling”
By Curt Schleier
(JTA) – By his own admission, Rob
Reiner was not the right person to direct
“LBJ,” a film biography of Lyndon Baines
Johnson, the 36th president of the United
States. “I had a lot of trepidation,” he said
in a telephone interview with JTA.
In addition to a successful career as an
actor, Reiner is one of the most bankable
directors plying the trade today. His films run

the gamut from lighthearted fare like “This
is Spinal Tap,” “The Princess Bride” and
“When Harry Met Sally,” to serious drama
such as “A Few Good Men” and “Misery.”
But “LBJ” was different because he had
a personal connection to the subject. “I was
of draft age during the Vietnam War, and
I looked at Johnson as the enemy,” said
Reiner, 70. “I thought he could send me
to my death.”
But he revised his views of the former
president – both as a man and a potential
movie subject – when he read Joey Hartstone’s well-researched script. Reiner
said additional research, especially Doris
Kearns Goodwin’s illuminating “Lyndon
Johnson and the American Dream” and
Robert Caro’s multi-volume Johnson bios,
clinched the deal.
Reiner discovered a man far more nuanced than he had imagined. Yes, Johnson
expanded and prolonged the Vietnam War.
But he also delivered on John F. Kennedy’s
legacy and bullied a recalcitrant Congress
dominated by Dixiecrats to pass the Civil
Rights and Voting Rights acts, increase
funding for education, and create Medicare,
Medicaid and Head Start.
“It was like there were two presidents –
one for the Vietnam War and the other with
great domestic programs,” the actor-director
said. “If it wasn’t for Vietnam, he’d have
gone down as one of the greatest presidents
of all time. I wanted to make a film that
would reveal who this guy was.”
It wasn’t just the dichotomy of Johnson’s
politics that Reiner wanted to capture, but
the contradictions of his personality, which
informed his career. “What surprised me

was his insecurity,” Reiner said. “He had
this recurring nightmare where he dreamed
he was paralyzed.”
Johnson also had a complicated relationship with his mother in which “at times he
felt unloved. I thought that was interesting,”
Reiner said.
Also interesting was Reiner’s choice for
the actor to play the lead: Woody Harrelson,
best known as the slow-witted Woody on
“Cheers” and for drawling comic roles
in “White Men Can’t Jump” and “Zombieland.”
“When people heard about the film,
they’d ask me who I’d cast for the lead, and
when I told them Woody Harrelson, they’d
say ‘get out of here,’” he recalled. “I’d say,
‘wait until you see what he does.’”
The prosthetics change Harrelson
into a close approximation of LBJ, but
it is Harrelson’s subtle yet powerful performance that is transformative. “I told
him don’t try to imitate Lyndon,” Reiner
said. “Just give me his essence and that
relaxed [Woody].”
The film delves into a trove of compelling anecdotal info with which most
non-political science majors (and majors
who may have gotten D’s) are likely unfamiliar. For instance, JFK (played here very
competently by Jeffrey Donovan of “Burn
Notice”) took Lyndon as his running mate
at the suggestion of his father and over the
objections of brother Robert (played by
Michael Stahl-David).
“LBJ” is infused, in part, with the
director’s personal experiences as a political activist. Nearly two decades ago, he
See “Reiner” on page 11

Rob Reiner on the set of his new film, the biopic “LBJ.” (Photo courtesy of Electric
Entertainment)
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Kiev’s American-style JCC gives low-income Jews
the millionaire treatment
By Cnaan Liphshiz
KIEV (JTA) – This city of 2.5 million residents may be
the capital of one of the poorest countries in the Former
Soviet Union, but it offers a dazzling selection of luxury
services to those who can afford them. On potholed streets
where some elderly people are forced to rummage for food
in dumpsters, well-heeled Ukrainians can enjoy dining at
all-night sushi restaurants, shop at designer bag stores and
ride around in 16-seat Hummer limousines.
Their children also get the VIP treatment at world-class
childcare facilities like the Leleka kindergarten – a riverside
mansion where the annual tuition easily surpasses the average annual salary of only $3,250. To regular Ukrainians,
such Western-standard childcare is utterly unaffordable.
Unless, of course, they want to enroll their kids at the
kindergarten of Kiev’s new Jewish Community Center,
Halom – a 17,000-square-foot building that opened last year
with funding from the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee, or JDC.
Located in an accessible office district downtown,

L-r: Alla Shakhova, head of the volunteer department,
with volunteer Adrianna Golubka at the Halom Jewish
Community Center in Kiev, Ukraine, on September 8.
(Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
the Halom center, which has an annual budget of more
than $500,000, features what is probably this city’s only
subsidized “luxury” kindergarten, allowing working-class

parents amenities that used to be the exclusive domain of
this city’s wealthiest.
“I could never afford any other place like this,” said
Anna Snitsruk, a working mother of two children. “This
place is like a kindergarten for oligarchs,” she said, using
a common name for Ukrainians who got rich after the
fall of the USSR. The preschool is part of Kiev’s first and
only American-style JCC, which is also a rare spot for
interactions by Jews of four generations.
The amenities at Halom, where parents pay the equivalent of $900-$1,900 annually depending on how many
children they enroll and for how many hours, may appear
rudimentary to Western eyes. But they are “incomparably
better” than the local standard, Snitsruk said.
At Halom, which, in addition to the preschool also has
entertainment and educational facilities for different age
groups, a few dozen children aged 2-7 are divided into four
age groups. Each class has a maximum of seven children
and a designated teacher.
See “Kiev” on page 9

Talmud
struggled greatly to differentiate between groups of people
because they realized that “the real threat that Gentiles pose
is not that they were qualitatively different from Jews, but
that they are so much the very same.” According to the
author, what made Jews different was their acceptance of
the Torah and their willingness to follow halachah (Jewish
law). This also meant that Jews who were less learned
needed stricter rules to keep them on the correct path: the
rabbis were the only ones able to “maneuver the complex
network of branching paths that comprises [halachah] in its
most lenient and subtle manifestation. Simple Jews require
stringencies to keep them on the straight and narrow.” So
not only did the ancient rabbis see a hierarchy between
Jew and Gentile, but between learned and unlearned Jews.
Wasserman also discusses rabbinic creativity, showing
how the ancient rabbis made innovations when determining
the law, rather than strictly following the biblical text. She
shows instances when they evaded answering a question
or concealed the rationale behind a particular ruling. One
example of this is the question of whether the prohibition
on Gentile wine is biblical or rabbinic. While there is some
discussion in the talmudic text, Wasserman sees the editors
as remaining silent, rather than commenting as they did on
other issues. Too much discussion would compromise the
strict stance taken and reveal the prohibition as a rabbinic
edict, which would have less force.
“Jews, Gentiles, and Other Animals” is not meant for
the general reader; the explanation of humanistic, scholarly theories slow the pace for those whose focus is on
the Talmud. The author also does not always translate
the Hebrew: for example, the mishnaic chapter titles are
transliterated, rather than presented in English. However,
for those interested in ancient Jewish views of the world,

Continued from page 4
the book is worth the struggle for the insights it offers
about how the rabbis saw Torah as a means of segregating
the world – “Jew from Gentile, man from woman, human
from animal, and the redeemed from the unredeemed.”
“Learning to Read Talmud”
With classes in Talmud being offered to students beyond
yeshivot, rabbinical schools and other Jewish religious
educational institutes, talmudic scholars have realized that
more traditional approaches to teaching the text will not
work in these secular settings. That’s particularly true when
the students taking the course have no experience with the
Talmud and little experience with Judaism. In “Learning
to Read Talmud: What It Looks Like and How It Happens” (Academic Studies Press), editors Jane L. Kanarek
and Marjorie Lehman offer insights from eight different
instructors, each of whom focuses on a different approach
to teaching Talmud. While the essays are aimed more at
how to teach – rather than actually teaching readers about
the talmudic text – some also offer interesting material for
those looking to discover more about the Talmud.
My favorite essay is by Lehrman, who wants to help
her students look critically at the text. In addition to
showing them how to carefully outline and analyze part
of the Mishnah dealing with references to the priests
who served in the Temple in Jerusalem, she also seeks to
help them understand that the text should not always be
taken at face value. In this particular case, she wants to
challenge their acceptance of the idea that immediately
after the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem,
the ancient rabbis easily and quickly became the leaders
of the Jewish people. This meant asking students to think
critically about whether the rabbis in the Mishnah were
actually talking about the rituals as they really occurred,

or offering their ideal version of them. Lehrman show
not only how she taught her students, but outlines the
material they discussed. Although she mentions that she
doesn’t believe all those attending her class learned the
concept she was teaching, readers of her essay should
clearly understand her thoughts.
Several essays discuss how difficult it is for those with
no background in Judaic studies to understand the Talmud.
Gregg E. Gardner writes about teaching students trained in
classical studies who are used to being able to quickly skim
a text in order to understand its meaning. These students
struggled until they learned to slow down and unpack
each sentence of the text before moving to the next. This
was also true for the undergraduates taught by Elizabeth
Shanks Alexander, who believes that studying Talmud
helps her students develop habits – a clearer focus on the
meaning of a text – that will help them in other courses.
In addition, these students learned that rabbinic writings
don’t always offer one right answer, but rather several
possibilities to ponder.
Other insights include Kanarek’s noting the importance
of secondary sources to help students put the material in
historical perspective, Jonathan S. Milgram’s oral recitations in classes so his students can experience the way the
text was originally studied and Sarra Lev’s approach that
seeks to give academic learning a spiritual dimension.
“Learning to Read Talmud” does have a more narrow
emphasis than other works about the Talmud, yet those in
the teaching profession and those who want to learn more
about ways to study the talmudic text will find sections
of interest. It also serves as a reminder about just how
complex the Talmud is, in addition to the joys that come
when a student finally understands the text.

Are you banking on Social Security
for your retirement income?
(NAPSI) – If you’re a middle-income baby
boomer, chances are you’re still struggling to
recover from the financial crash that began in
2007. You’re not alone: According to a new
study, only two percent of boomers feel the
economy has fully recovered, and 65 percent
say they have not felt personal benefit from
any recovery.

If that sounds like you, then you’re also
likely worried about where your retirement
income is going to come from. According
to the Bankers Life Center for a Secure Retirement, middle-income baby boomers are
increasingly reliant on Social Security for
their primary source of retirement income.
See “Income” on page 9
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Continued from page 8

The children are fed kosher, high-quality food, but parents
may also bring their own food from home to be reheated.
The curriculum features Hebrew studies, holiday programs,
dancing, pottery classes, treasure hunts, matchstick model
building classes, gymnastics and even rock climbing.
Located one story above the pastel-colored lobby, with its
free coffee machine, the preschool is part of a hive of activity
at Halom. Parents picking up their kids often stop to chat
to elderly Jews gathering for candle lighting, and teenagers
come to hang out after school at the center’s recreational
room with its movie library and PlayStation 4 game console.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Earthquake rocks Iran and Iraq,
tremors felt in Israel
At least 210 people were killed and more than 1,700
were injured on Nov. 12 when a powerful 7.3-magnitude
earthquake struck in Iran and Iraq. Tremors were felt
throughout the Middle East, including in Israel. The earthquake hit 19 miles from the eastern Iraqi city of Halabja
along a 930-mile fault line that runs between the Arabian
and Eurasian tectonic plates. The most extensive damage
in Iraq occurred in the town of Darbandikhan in the country’s Kurdish region. Iran’s western Kermanshah province
experienced the worst damage in that country.

Polish far-right nationalists call for
“Jew-free” country

Tens of thousands of far-right nationalists chanted calls
for a “Jew-free” Poland as they marched through the streets
of Warsaw on Nov. 11 to mark 99 years since the country
was re-established as an independent nation. During the
march – the largest Polish Independence Day event in
years – far-right demonstrators were heard chanting “Pure
Poland, Jew-free Poland” and “Jews out of Poland,” while
carrying banners with slogans such as “White Europe of
brotherly nations.” The annual nationalist march was met
with smaller counter-protests. Israel’s Foreign Ministry
urged the Polish government to “take action against the
organizers” of the march. “This is a dangerous march
instigated by extremists and racists. ...History teaches us
that we must act against hatred and racism as quickly and
as determinedly as possibly,” the ministry stated.

The building also has free wifi, conference rooms,
computer stations and art displays, including an
exhibition of hyper-realistic models of synagogues
made from matchsticks by the artist Iosif Ostashinsky.
A former teacher herself, Snitsruk opted to become
a stay-at-home mom just to avoid sending her eldest,
Lev, to a kindergarten “with one teacher per 20 children,
where the food is not so great, where he would’ve
gotten no attention and zero stimulation,” she said.
“I enrolled him right away” after Halom’s opening,
she added. “I can see how he has developed emotionally.
It’s a change that has affected our family profoundly.”
Even at a subsidized rate of $90 a month, tuition
at Halom is making a dent in the household budget
of Volodia Pasternak, a retired athlete and father of
three whose youngest, 4-year-old Maria, attends
Halom. “But I wouldn’t call it a sacrifice,” he said.
“I’m so glad that I get to send her to a place that she
actually likes. It’s because of the attention each child
gets here. It’s not something I thought I could afford.”
Halom accepts all children regardless of whether Children entered the Halom Jewish Community Center in Kiev,
they are Jewish, said Anna Bodnar, the 30-year-old Ukraine, on September 8. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
director of Halom. Most recipients of Halom services
do, however, self-identify as Jewish, she added. Kiev’s participate in intergenerational programs in which elderly
Jewish popualtion is estimated at 60,000.
people are paired with children or teenagers to exchange
Snitsruk, who is Jewish, said she is rather indifferent to skills. Elderly participants are taught to use computers
the kindergarten’s religious dimension (the children learn and smartphones, and help youngsters with homework or
about Jewish holidays and customs like candle lighting teach them languages.
and challah baking).
The exchange program, and its promise of sign language
Pasternak said he approved of such activities, but he, lessons, drew Adrianna Golubka, a non-Jewish Ukrainian and
too, spoke of them as a secondary reason for enrolling his college student who became a volunteer last year. Her sign
daughter there. “I came here for the pedagogic approach language teacher, septuagenarian and Halom regular Irina Yoand facilities,” he said – a sentiment that recalls those sepavna, became an inspiration to Golubka in all areas of life.
Jews, including immigrants from Ukraine, who enrolled
“When I’m depressed or tired, I think of Irina, of how
at Jewish-run “settlement houses” in America in the early positive and energetic she is after leading a long and not so
20th century. JDC supports efforts that bring non-affiliated easy life, and I snap right out of it,” she told JTA recently.
Jews into Jewish life, but also encourages mutual respect
Part of Halom’s charm, she says, is in amenities that
among Jews and non-Jews.
few public spaces boast in Kiev, including the lobby, wi-fi,
The opening of Halom (the name means “dream” in the free coffee and art displays. “It’s just very pleasant to
Hebrew) in November was a watershed moment for other come here, interact and relax,” Golubka said.
age groups, too. The center, which greets 1,000-2,000 users
For the elderly users, Halom is also a promising dating
monthly, instantly became a hit with the golden age population. scene. The center has led to several successful shidduchs, or
“I used to just stay at home all day, I didn’t go any- romantic matches. And recently, Halom celebrated the union
where,” said Valentina Basova, a septuagenarian who lives of the first couple who married after meeting there: Maya
alone since her son immigrated to Israel with his family Serebryanaya and Valeriy Utvenko, 68 and 72 respectively.
four years ago. “It’s great to also be around young people,
“Their relationship came as a surprise to me, actually,”
Jewish children,” she added.
said Bodnar, the JCC’s director. “I thought they were just
A regular at Halom, Basova comes nearly every day to friends.”

Income

Continued from page 8

Before the crisis, 43 percent planned to rely on personal
savings or earnings for their primary source of retirement
income. That number has dropped to just 34 percent, with
the difference mainly moving to Social Security.
Social Security, though, was never designed to fully
replace your wages. And the lesson from 2007 is to be
prepared for anything. There are many steps you can take
to plan ahead, protect yourself and achieve the retirement
you are looking for.
1. Understand What Your Retirement Really Looks Like
– While nearly all boomers say they still plan to retire, they
are adjusting retirement expectations to meet their new
reality. This new reality is primarily focused on a decrease
in financial independence. To address this, try to:
 Pay off debt: Debt payments should ideally be no more
than 10 percent of your income when you retire.
 Work part-time: Whether you choose to work full-time,
part-time or on a seasonal basis, employment income will
relieve pressure on your other sources of income.
2. Meet with a Financial Professional – No matter what
your savings level is, a professional can help you create an

■ All levels of financial statement preparation and related services for private
and non-profit companies; including audits, reviews and compilations
■ Specialized Services and Tax Compliance Services; including high net worth
individuals, businesses, estates, trusts, business valuations, litigation support,
forensic and matrimonial accounting
■ Planning strategies for tax minimization

PO Box 730
Binghamton, NY 13902
P: 607.722.5386
www.davidsonfox.com
answers@davidsonfox.com

Terianne Rogers-Snyder, AIS
President
Rogers-Snyder Agency, LLC
217 VESTAL PKWY E
VESTAL, NY 13850
Tel 607.235.5126 Ext. 405
Tel 607.238.2445
Fax 607.215.4463
trogers1@farmersagent.com

Your wish just came true.

Our range of services features:

Davidson Fox
& Company, LLP

accumulate money for retirement or turn your retirement
savings into an income stream. Other investment options
to explore with your financial professional include mutual
funds, IRAs and Roth IRAs.
Visit www.BankersLife.com/TopTips to download a free
booklet on “Top Tips for Retirees” – including reducing debt
in retirement, Medicare enrollment, managing prescription
drug costs and more – and talk to your financial advisor.

EVER WISH YOUR
REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS
WEREN’T REQUIRED RIGHT NOW?

, LLP

■ Management consulting

investment strategy that fits with your personal situation, and
find savings products that can provide a reliable monthly
income. Boomers who sought the help of a financial professional felt more confident in their financial decision-making
and more optimistic about their retirement expectations.
There are a wide range of affordable and secure options
available to help you save for your retirement, provide income
and protect your assets. Annuities are designed to help you

Grow with us.
Catherine A. Maliwacki, CPA
Mark A. Wasser, CPA
Jesse J. Wheeler, CPA, CFE
David M. Stella, CPA
Tera A. Stanton, CPA, CGMA

Recent changes to U.S. Treasury
regulations now allow you to delay
taking required minimum
distributions (RMDs) until as
late as age 85 for a portion of
your IRA and qualified plan assets.
Call us today to discuss
how this might benefit you.

Dedicated Financial Solutions

Faith L. Sigler, LUTCF, CLTC; Financial Adviser

273 Riverside Drive, Johnson City, NY 13790
607•240•5670
www.DedicatedFinancialSolutions.com

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Tax Planning & Preparation
Accounting & Auditing
Business Valuations
Software & Computer Consulting
Peer Review Services
James J. Lewis, CPA/ABV, CVA - Alan D. Piaker, CPA
Roy E. Fuller, CPA - John R. May, CPA
Angelo J. Gallo, CPA - Richard A. Lynch, CPA
Amy E. Brown, CPA - Janeen F. Sutryk, CPA
Kyle J. Miesfeldt, CPA - Thomas F. Shanahan, CPA
92 Hawley Street • P.O. Box 1330
Binghamton, NY 13902-1330

www.pnlcpa.com
Other Offices:
Norwich and Syracuse
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Lessons from the other

Toldot, Genesis 25:19-28:9
This week’s parasha, Toldot, recounts the story of
the struggle between Jacob and Esau, from before their
conception to Jacob’s departure to Paddan-aram. In it, we
learn of the ascension of Jacob over Esau, in the familiar
formula of the second born usurping the first. It is a struggle
– overseen by Rebecca at God’s instruction – filled with
trickery, deception and lies.
The story tells us in metaphor of the transition that
faced our people as we moved from a nomadic lifestyle
to that of city dwellers: Esau the hunter is passé; Jacob,
the farmer, is on the rise. There was a strength that had to
be sacrificed – the brutish strength of the wanderer – in
order to achieve a new strength: the intellectual strengths
of cunning, of strategy, of trickery in its best sense. These
were strengths that would serve us far better in the millen-

JIM BRULÉ, MAGGID, SYRACUSE
nia to follow, for they could be wielded by us no matter
what our numbers.
Our sages faced a challenge, though, when it came to
the details: how to allow the ends to justify the means. For
while it seems clear that Rebecca has the Eternal One’s
blessing to engage in her subterfuge, it is nonetheless an
uncomfortable position to take that the Divine plan would
include such unscrupulous means.
The sage’s solution – both typically human and instructive – is to vilify Esau. Through countless midrashim and
interpretations, the case is built against Esau: We are told
he was rough, he was crude, he didn’t truly care for his
birthright, he was evil.
This approach is all the more difficult to swallow in
light of Esau’s plaintive cry to Isaac when he learns he has

lost his birthright: “When Esau heard his father’s words,
he burst into wild and bitter sobbing, and said to his father,
‘Bless me too, Father!... Have you not reserved a blessing
for me?... Have you but one blessing, Father? Bless me
too, Father!’” (Gen. 27:34-38) Surely these painful words,
some of the most evocative we read in Torah, are not the
cries of the disinterested, the false. No, they are the cries of
he who must be dispossessed of his birthright for the good
of the future, he who is called to make a sacrifice, and who
succumbs – unwillingly – to fate.
I believe we must craft a new lesson from Toldot, one
in which we take the lesson offered by Job and, instead of
finding fault in the victim, see the agony – as inevitable
as the outcome might have been – and empathize with the
See “Other” on page 11

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Temple Israel

Penn-York Jewish Community

On Friday, November 17, minyan will be held at 5:30 pm.
On Saturday, November 18, at 9:30 am, services will be
led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah portion will be
Genesis 25:19-28:9. The haftarah will be I Samuel 20:18-42.
The kiddush sponsor will be Richard Schneierson.
On Tuesday, November 21, at 7 pm, there will be a Board
of Trustees meeting.
The temple office will be closed Wednesday-Friday,
November 22-24, for the Thanksgiving holiday.
On Wednesday, November 29, at 7 pm, the third session
of the Hebrew Crash Course will be held.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-a-half weeks or
more before the date to ensure time to make up a minyan.
Temple Israel holds weekday minyan services on Tuesdays
and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For those who prefer a different
day to coincide with a yahrzeit date, contact the temple to
make arrangements.

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed;
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bethdavidbinghamton
Shabbat Services:
Friday, November 17.............................................. 4:25 pm
Shabbat, November 18............................................... 9 am
......................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:45 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., November 19................................................ 8:30 am
Mon.-Wed., Nov. 20-22............................................... 7 am
Thurs.-Fri., Nov. 23-24........................................... 8:30 am
Evenings:
Sun., November 19................................................ 4:25 pm
Mon.-Wed., Nov.20-22................................................ 7 pm
Thurs., November 24............................................. 4:20 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA,
and surrounding communities.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on
Sundays and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, November 17-18, the bat mitzvah
of Johanna Sofia Monosoff Pancaldo, daughter of Mia
Pancaldo, will be celebrated.
On Saturday, November 18, from 6-7:30 pm, the
USY youth group members will make their own pickles
in Temple Beth-El’s main kitchen and learn why they
are such a staple to American Jewish cuisine. E-mail
questions/RSVP to tbeneshama@gmail.com.
On Sunday, November 19, the Pre-Chanukah Sisterhood Gift Shop Sale will take place from 9 am-12:30
pm; the Kadima youth group will go ice skating from
1-2:30 pm at Cass Park (RSVP to tbeneshama@gmail.
com); and at 3 pm, the ACT Multi-Faith Thanksgiving
Service will be held at St. Catherine of Siena church.
On Wednesday November 29, at 7:30 pm, Diane Ackerman, author of “The Zookeeper’s Wife,” will host an
informal talk in the social hall at Temple Beth El. Books
will be available for purchase and signing by the author.
All temple members are invited to attend this Sisterhood
sponsored event.

Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule:Tuesday and Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd.
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed: Mini courses throughout the year. Adult Hebrew offered
regularly. Call the office for details.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Friday, November 17, light candles.................... 4:22 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 18................. 5:22 pm
Friday, November 24, light candles.................... 4:17 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 25................. 5:17 pm

Temple Concord

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcordbinghamton@gmail.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, November 17, at 8 pm, the Shabbat evening
services with Rabbi Goldman-Wartell . An oneg Shabbat
will follow the service.
On Saturday, November 18, at 9 am, there will be religious school; at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study; and
at 10:35 am, there will be a Shabbat family service with
birthday blessings led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell
and Jeff Strosberg.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015
Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs:This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For schedules of services, classes and events, see the website.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club
The JCC Friendship Club met on November 8 and
continued the discussion about who is a true friend. Rabbi
Moshe Shmaryahu stopped in for a few minutes and joined
us with the blessing over the cookies after the Pledge of
Allegiance. He gave an operatic performance of “Adon
Olam.” Roz Antoun brought us boxes of Chanukah cards
to use and to give to Rabbi Shmaryahu at Hillel Academy.
Bruce Orden read aloud the article “The Test of a True
Friend,” from “A Treasury of Jewish Folklore,” that was
also read at the last meeting.
We talked about whether a friend would give up his life
for any of us. We didn’t think anyone would die for us. Sylvia
Diamond told of an incident that showed what a good friend
would do. It was a freezing winter night when she returned
home from a trip. Her house was cold and would not warm
up. She called her friend Lillian Zodikoff, who lived one block
away, and stayed with her that night. In the morning, Sylvia
called to have her furnace checked.Awire had burned out while
she was away. Luckily, there was no fire. We talked about who
we would call in such an emergency. Sue Herzog said that she
would call her cousin Heidi. We all laughed when she said
she didn’t even think about calling her mother or daughter,
who did not live far away. Bruce had an incident similar to
that in his house. He came home and found his daughter in a
cold house. He said he checked his furnace and replaced the
broken part. He is lucky he is so handy.
We talked about whether we would ask our next door
neighbor if we could stay one night. Sylvia said that she would
be uncomfortable asking because he is a widower and she is
a widow. Sue said she would be glad to have the couple that
lives next door stay one night with her and her husband, but
would be reluctant to ask to stay at their house. What Bruce
said at the beginning of the discussion sums it up. He said,
“A true friend comes in when all the others are going out.”
There will be no meeting on Wednesday, November
22, the day before Thanksgiving. The following week on
Wednesday, November 29, we will have a musical program
of Deb Foreman playing the piano. Come join us at 1:30
pm at the JCC.
Sylvia Diamond
President

Film

Robert Frolich, the rabbi of Budapest’s main synagogue,
praised the filmmakers for depicting the threat of violence
rather than its use, which was unusual. “The pogroms happened
here and there,” he said. “But the fear of having to give back
the property, the shame of what was done to Jews – even if
only by not defending them – that was common, that was the
rule, and this is the first film that I’m aware of capturing this.
“This element of the Holocaust – the neighbors, the shop
owners who took everything the Jews had and didn’t want
to give it back – that has remained a taboo, which this film
helps break,” he added.
After the fall of communism, the Hungarian government
instituted several laws that were supposed to facilitate restitution claims for property privately owned by Jews. But the
procedure put in place “made it difficult for many potential
claimants” to receive compensation, according to the World
Jewish Restitution Organization, citing the laws’narrow definition of an heir along with foot dragging by justice authorities.
These problems were partially addressed in restitution
for heirless property. But it did not address the problem
of individuals who tried to get, but could not receive,
compensation for artifacts and real estate stolen from their
families in Hungary, where more than half of the prewar
Jewish population of 825,000 was murdered.
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Family Movie Night at JCC to
feature “Despicable Me 3”
The Jewish Community Center will hold a Family
Movie Night on Saturday, December 2. The movie will
begin at 6:30 pm, with doors opening at 6 pm, and
costs $2 a person, with a $10 maximum per family.
The entire community is welcome and encouraged
to attend.
The featured movie is “Despicable Me 3.” Attendees

Reiner

spearheaded a successful effort to raise cigarette taxes in
California and use the money to fund early childhood development programs. Subsequently, Reiner was appointed
chairman of the commission to oversee the project, a post
he held for seven years.
Around that time, he briefly considered running for office.
Reiner asked his wife and three children for their opinions
and the results were – how to put this? – discouraging. “I
only polled 40 percent in my own family,” he recalled. “If I
couldn’t carry my own family, I didn’t think I should run.”
Nevertheless, Reiner has remained politically active in
liberal causes, most recently as a founder of the Committee
to Investigate Russia, which he calls “a nonpartisan [organization] that puts the spotlight on what the Russians were
able to do, particularly in the last election.”
Reiner is not a fan of the current administration, to
put it mildly. As he describes it, “without changing a
single frame,” his film changed between the time it was
first screened, when Obama was president, to its release
with Trump in the White House – meaning a film about
a troubled presidency transformed into one about how
best to govern.
And, yes, his activism “absolutely” has hurt his career,
Reiner said. Even in liberal Hollywood, Reiner’s outspokenness has earned him ridicule – not unlike the incessant
ribbing he took on “All in the Family” playing the liberal
Mike “Meathead” Stivic opposite his arch-conservative
Continued from page 6
In parallel, over the past 15 years, Hungary’s political
scene took a rightward shift. Politicians from Prime Minister
Viktor Orban’s ruling Fidesz party have in recent years
been promoting or tolerating the glorification by others of
the legacy of Nazi collaborators and ardent antisemites,
triggering an open row with the Jewish community and
liberals. Among those honored with statues in Budapest
alone since 2013 are Miklos Horthy, the country’s pro-Nazi
wartime leader, and Gyorgy Donath and Balint Homan, two
Holocaust-era politicians who prompted antisemitic laws.
In this political climate, even productions about the Holocaust that do tackle Hungarian complicity – including the
Hungarian film “Son of Saul,” which won the 2016 Oscar
for best foreign language film – have been denounced by
nationalists from the antisemitic Jobbik party, who urged
the national film fund to withhold funding for “Holocaust
productions,” as one party leader called them.
Amid the hasty cover-up efforts depicted in the film –
including the silencing of remorseful accomplices – “1945”
also tackles how neighbors who used to be friendly turned
on their Jewish compatriots while under the rule of Nazis
and their allies. In many instances, this was done not out
of ideological hatred, but in order to survive their new
circumstances or make the most out of them.
At the same time, the film also acknowledges those who
kept valuables for Jewish neighbors and who despised the
looting by other non-Jews.
“Mostly it gives us an idea for the first time of how they
felt, the Jews and the non-Jews, in those chaotic days after
World War II,” Frolich said.

Copy Editor

The copy editor at The Reporter newspaper
is a 12-16 hour a week part time position,
Monday-Thursday 9 am-noon or 9 am-1 pm.
If other staff is on vacation, additional hours
may be available on a Friday.
Main responsibilities are handling the main article
email address and editing articles for The Reporter
and its sister newspapers. Additional
responsibilities include prooing of advertising,
posting articles on the website and other work as
needed. Computer skills are a necessity.

are asked to bring a blanket, pillow, or chair to use during
the movie. Popcorn and lemonade will be provided. All
proceeds generated from the event will go to benefit the
JCC Youth Department.
For more information about the movie night, JCC
Youth Programming, or the JCC, contact the JCC office
at 724-2417.

Continued from page 6
father-in-law Archie Bunker.
“There’s no question that people have turned away from
me,” he said. “You should see what some people call me on
Twitter. But I have to live on this planet and be who I am.”
And who he is, of course, is the scion of Carl Reiner
and the late Estelle Reiner from the Bronx, NY. Dad, of
course, is the author/producer/actor/director of such hits
as TV’s “The Dick Van Dyke Show” and the films “Oh
God!,” “Where’s Poppa?” and a string of Steve Martin
comedies. Mom famously ordered whatever Meg Ryan
was having in the “When Harry Met Sally” scene filmed
at New York’s Katz’s Deli.
“My grandmother spoke Yiddish in the house, and my
mother and father spoke a little Yiddish, too,” said Reiner,
who was a bar mitzvah. “They decided to bring a teacher
in to teach me Yiddish, too. I learned a little, but he also
taught the history of the Jews and it was like having a
little shul at home.
“It was home shuling,” he quipped.
Reiner’s sister-in-law is a rabbi, “and we’ll have Passover,” he said. “My wife’s mother lost her entire family
in the Holocaust and my aunt – my father’s brother’s
wife – did also, something we always think about. Yes,
all this is reflected in my work. It’s my sensibility. I’m
a Jew. I was raised a Jew. I value honesty and integrity
and knowledge and education and all those values I was
raised with.”
Of course, Reiner was raised with another “Jewish value”
as well: comedy. “Jews are funny,” he said. “And there’s a
reason we’re funny. You have Cossacks. You have Hitler.
You have a lot of things weighing down on you. You have
to have a sense of humor or you can’t survive.”

Other

Continued from page 10
loss, even as we continue to stand by the final outcome.
We live in a world where the realities of contradictory
and competing worldviews are not merely known, but are
the rule – not the exception – of our lives. We face challenges at home and abroad that compel us to live up to our
principles, to set an example for others as to how to live a
life guided by both justice and compassion. Yet the truth
is we cannot be just without knowing right from wrong
and we cannot be compassionate without understanding
the right that lives in each of us.
If we can only distinguish between good and evil by
vilifying those who disagree with us, we can never be
compassionate. And if we never draw the line between
right and wrong, we can never be just.
This is the challenge our Judaism lays before us: to truly
understand the other, whoever they may be, whatever threat
they may pose. We must do this, for as we are reminded
over and over again, we have been that other and we have
known the pain that it can bring. We must take our heritage
and our brit and truly strive to understand what drives those
who seem evil. In so doing, we may find a route to their
own goodness. And once we have found that goodness,
however hidden it may be, we can ignite the hope that
enables us to bring a healing to this world – a tikkun that
we all need so desperately in these difficult times.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israeli Knesset setting up task force to keep EU funds
U.S., Russia, Jordan reach cease-fire in Syria, will expel away from terrorists
Iran from Israel border area
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The Knesset is in the process of setting up a

The U.S., Russia and Jordan have reportedly reached a cease-fire agreement in southern
Syria that will establish a “de-escalation zone” near Israel’s border, where Iran and its
Lebanese terror proxy Hezbollah will not be allowed to operate. Multiple Israeli news
outlets reported on Nov. 11 that a U.S. official stated all non-Syrian fighters, including
Iranian terror proxies, would be expelled from the area near Israel’s border and eventually
from all of Syria. The official reportedly did not comment on the size of the buffer zone
and when it would be implemented. Israeli officials did not immediately comment on
the issue, but Jordanian government spokesman Mohammad Momani confirmed to the
Amman-based Al Ghad newspaper that non-Syrian fighters would be banned from the
area. The Jordanian official also stated that the new cease-fire deal is based on a previous cease-fire for southern Syria that was brokered by the U.S. and Russia in July – an
arrangement that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had publicly opposed over
2x2
Math
Doctor
concern
that it perpetuated the presence of Iranian forces near Israel.

special task force designed to ensure that money the European Union donates to the Palestinian Authority for welfare purposes will not be funneled to terrorists or their families.
The project is the brainchild of Member of Knesset Ayelet Nahmias-Verbin (Zionist Union),
who received approval from Knesset Speaker Yuli Edelstein. Nahmias-Verbin brought
six other Israeli lawmakers on board, including MKs Amir Ohana (Likud), Haim Jelin
(Yesh Atid), Merav Ben-Ari (Kulanu), Shuli Mualem-Rafaeli (Jewish Home), Yaakov
Margi (Shas) and Oded Forer (Yisrael Beiteinu). “Figures we have collected show that
every month, some 4.5 million euros in EU funds are divided among those who carried
out terrorist attacks against Israel and the families of terrorists,” Nahmias-Verbin told
Israel Hayom the week of Nov. 10. “It’s hard to convince Israelis – on the right or the
left – that the Palestinians want to promote the peace process as long as donations from
countries throughout the world, especially Europe, is transferred to murderers rather than
benefiting the Palestinian population.”
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