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Federation board meeting 
open to community

The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Wednesday, October 18, 
at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending should 
make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough materials 
will be available.

Oct. 26: “The Six-Day War 
Remembered: 50 Years Later” 

Dr. Steven Bayme

See “Remembered” on page 5

The first lecture in the College 
of Jewish Studies Fall program 
will be held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 26, when Dr. Steven Bayme 
will speak on “The Six-Day War 
Remembered: 50 Years Later.” 
Bayme is the director of the 
William Petschek Contemporary 
Jewish Life Department of the 
American Jewish Committee 
and the Koppelman Institute 
on American-Israeli Relations. 
The lecture is co-sponsored by 
the Binghamton University Department of 
Judaic Studies Temple Beth El Endowment. 
The program, which will be held at the Jew-
ish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal, is open to the entire community and 
will begin at 7:30 pm. General admission 
is $8 per program, or $20 for all three pro-
grams; senior admission is $5 per program 
or $12 for all three programs. Binghamton 
University students are welcome to attend 
with no charge.

On Thursday, November 2, at 
7:30 pm, Lior Libman, assistant 
professor and associate director 
of the Center for Israel Studies 
at Binghamton University, will 
speak on “Between The Seventh 
Day and ‘The Movement for 
Greater Israel’: The Aftermath 
of 1967 in the Kibbutz and Labor 
Movements and the Significance 
of 1948” as part of the College 
of Jewish Studies fall program 
“Divided by Victory: The Legacy 
of the Six-Day War.” Libman is a literary 
scholar and cultural historian specializing 
in the literature and cultural history of the 
kibbutz and Socialist-Zionism. “Her lecture 
on the impact of the Six-Day War on the 
kibbutz and labor movements in Israel is sure 
to be thought-provoking,” said organizers 
of the event. 

The College of Jewish Studies programs 
are open to the entire community; general 
admission is $8 per program, or $20 for all 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton asks people to 
update their phone numbers and e-mail addresses by contacting 
the Federation office at 724-2332 or dirjfbc@stny.rr.com. “Last year, 
we couldn’t reach many people because the phone numbers we 
had on file were no longer accurate and we didn’t have people’s 
e-mails,” said Sima Auerbach, executive director of the Federation. 
“If you’ve changed your home or cell phone number, or e-mail 
address, please let us know.” 

Federation to hold Super Sunday and Annual 
Meeting on Oct. 22

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-

hamton will hold a combined Super Sunday 
and Annual Meeting on Sunday, October 
22, at 10 am, at the Jewish Community 
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The 
cost to attend will be $10 and reservations 
should be made by Sunday, October 15, to 
ensure there’s enough food for the brunch. 
“The Federation has the ever present Jewish 
mother’s fear of not having enough food, 
so let us know you will be coming,” said 
Sima Auerbach, executive director of the 
Federation. Reserve a seat by calling the 
Federation at 724-2332.

“We combined our two major events 
last year and it was a great success,” said 
Auerbach. “This year, the event will be held 
after the holidays so people can be relaxed 
and ready to enjoy the fall. It’s the perfect 
time to reconnect with old friends and make 
new ones. Come hungry, because there will 
be a delicious brunch. Don’t forget to make 
a reservation.”

People also may make their 2018 gift at 
the meeting, rather than wait for a call. That 
will help the Federation know what funds 
are available before the allocation process, 
which begins in early November and will 
culminate on Wednesday, November 22. 
“It is helpful to have a sense of how much 
money we’ll raise before we allocate funds,” 
Auerbach said. 

During the event, officers will be elected 
to the Federation’s Board of Directors and 
the Yasher Koach awards bestowed. The 
awards honor local members of community 

organizations. The Phonathon will be held 
from 2-8:30 pm, as well as Monday-Thurs-
day, September 19-22, from 6-8:30 pm. 

There will be a table of free books, 
courtesy of The Reporter. “We’re known 
as people of the book,” said Auerbach, “but 
we are really people of the books!

“Please be sure to pick up your phone and 
say hello to one of our dedicated volunteers,” 
said Auerbach. “Make a donation and help 
keep our community vital! You can also call us 
before October 22, which is a double mitzvah. 
You’ve made your pledge and have given us 
the opportunity to call someone else.”

This year’s Yasher Koach award win-
ners are:

 � Beth David Synagogue – Judy Silber
 � Hadassah – Claire Shefftz
 � Hillel Academy – Malvinia Sambursky
 � Jewish Community Center – Kim Levene
 � Jewish Family Service – Laura Hotaling
 � Jewish Federation of Greater Bingham-

ton – Susan Hubal
 � Temple Concord – Jon Burgman
 � Temple Israel – Rabbi Eliav Bock

 � The Reporter – Rob Neuberger
Auerbach noted that the Federation has 

accomplished a great deal throughout this 
year, including the recent Film Fest. She 
said that not everything the Federation does 
gets publicized. “It’s the quiet, behind-the-
scenes activities that also help us serve the 
community,” she added. “We’re here to help 
local organizations with their needs and 
questions – whether to brainstorm on how 
to accomplish a task or give suggestions on 
the best way to approach it.

“Join us for this wonderful event,” 

Auerbach added. “Celebrate all that the 
Greater Binghamton Jewish community 
has to offer. If anyone needs a ride to the 
annual meeting, please call the Federation 
office at 724-2332 and we’ll try to arrange 
transportation for you.”

The Federation Board
The new slate of Federation board mem-

bers includes Howard Warner, president; 
Arieh Ullmann, immediate past president 
and CRC chairman; Mark Walker, vice pres-
ident; Jeff Shapiro, treasurer; Lee Schechter, 
assistant treasurer; Eileen Miller, secretary; 
Charles Manasse, assistant secretary; Rita 
Shawn and Barbara Greenberg, Campaign 
co-chairwomen; and Michael Wright, 
endowment chairman. Board members to 
2018: Neil Auerbach, Marilyn Bell, Charles 
Gilinsky, Marcia Hofstein, Richard Lewis 
and Linda Salomons. Board members to 
2019: Rita Bleier, Steve Gilbert, Suzanne 
Holwitt, Jeff Platsky and Susan Walker. 
Board members to 2020: Nancy Dorfman, 
Mark Epstein, Dennis Foreman, Lillian 
Levy and Cathy Velenchik.

CJS fall program “Divided by Victory: The Legacy 
of the Six-Day War”

Called an expert on Ameri-
ca-Israel relations, Jewish his-
tory and contemporary Jewish 
life, Bayme’s responsibilities at 
the AJC include Jewish family 
issues, Jewish education, Isra-
el-Diaspora relations, Jewish 
identity and continuity, and 
intra-Jewish relations. Bayme 
holds an undergraduate degree in 
history from Yeshiva University, 
and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in 
Jewish history from Columbia 

University. He is a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Memorial Foundation for 
Jewish Culture, has served on the faculties 
of the Wexner Heritage Foundation and the 
Nahum Goldman Fellowship, the Wexner 
Foundation Fellowship Committee, and as a 
judge for the National Jewish Book Awards. 
He has published articles on family poli-
cy, intermarriage, liberal Judaism, Jewish 
parenting, Jewish responses to modernity, 

Nov. 2: Impact of Six-Day War on 
the kibbutz and labor movements 

See “Impact” on page 5

Lior Libman

three programs; senior admission 
is $5 per program or $12 for all 
three programs. Binghamton 
University students are welcome 
to attend with no charge. All 
programs are held at the Jewish 
Community Center, 500 Club-
house Rd., Vestal.

Libman received her Ph.D. 
in Hebrew literature from The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
where she also earned her B.A. 
in history and M.A. in cultural 

studies. She has been granted scholarships 
to attend UW Madison and the Harvard 
Institute for World Literature at the De-
partment for Comparative Literature. She 
was a winner of The Hebrew University 
President’s Scholarship for Outstanding 
Ph.D. Candidates in the Humanities (2009-
2014), and the Wolf Foundation Scholar-
ship for Outstanding Doctoral Candidates 
(2012), among other awards. She recently 
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In My Own Words

Note: The people who are quoted in this article asked 
to remain anonymous.

Please take a moment to read a quote from a woman 
who received a gift basket from the We Remember You 
2017 project:

“The special holiday foods – the challah and the honey 
cake, for example – mean so much to me. They bring back 
memories I had nearly forgotten. But perhaps nothing 
strikes me more than the true, heartfelt feelings and gen-
uine caring like the cards colored by the children, and 
the packets of notes. There was something different about 
those this year: They seemed less generic, more from the 
touch of a single child who took time and thought to give 
of him or herself through a simple gesture of creating for 
an unknown person – me in this case. To all of those who 
took time in creating this ‘we remember you’ package for 

It’s been more than 40 years since I’ve thought about 
“Ode to Billie Joe” by Bobbie Gentry. After reading about 
the song in a novel, I couldn’t resist listening to it at my 
next music practice session. While the melody isn’t that 
interesting, the questions the lyrics raised engaged people. 
For those who are unfamiliar with the song, people won-
dered, “Why did Billie Joe kill himself by jumping off a 
bridge? What did the narrator and Billie Joe throw off that 
bridge before Billie Joe died?” These, however, weren’t 
the questions the song raised for me now.

I listened to two versions of the song. The second 
featured information about Gentry, including her com-
ment that the song was about “casual cruelty.” I stopped 
to think about what she meant. None of the characters 
in the song – except for the narrator – seem concerned 
that Billie Joe died. It’s mentioned in passing along with 
other information: what work needs to be done on the 
farm, that the preacher is coming to supper, etc. The 
members of the narrator’s family don’t notice that she 
is upset; only her mother seems concerned and that’s 
because the narrator isn’t eating the food she cooked. 

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE NOTES

Thank you for remembering JFS recipients
me, I remember you, too, and I am so grateful you’re out 
there! Thank you so much!”

The We Remember You project could never have 
succeeded these past 11 years without your generosity 
of heart and financial assistance. I can only hope that 
this article conveys to you the goodness that you spread 
throughout this community. For those of you who are 
unfamiliar with all that was involved, let me share with 
you the players who stepped up to the plate to help people 
they don’t even know.

Lone Maple Farm donated apples for the picking 
and Pack and Mail provided the cartons which became 
the gift baskets. Price Chopper, Wegmans and Weis 
Markets gave generously to the project with gift cards 
we used to purchase kosher chickens. And additional 
monies allowed our recipients to shop for items special 
to them to celebrate the High Holidays. A private donor 
gave jars of honey and the Friedman family came over 
to the Jewish Community Center to help me assemble 
the gift boxes on a Sunday afternoon. As mentioned 
in the above quote, students at Hillel Academy made 
fantastically beautiful collage greeting cards. Temple 
Concord Religious School children, with chief baker Orly 
Shoer, baked individual honey cakes for each person and 
Rivky Slonim produced golden brown braided challahs 
for each gift basket. The students at Temple Israel, with 
Lynne Green’s oversight, constructed hand-colored 
laminated place mats to adorn the holiday tables and 
as usual Beth David Synagogue gave generously to our 
money collection, as did so many of you who sent in 
checks for this project.

Of course, without drivers, many of the gift baskets 
would not have found their way to the recipients’ homes, 
so a special thank you to Ben Kasper and Judy Simon for 
pitching in. Ron Gill, JCC kitchen coordinator, kept the 
frozen food for the baskets safe until the day of delivery 
and the JCC generously gave space for the staging area in 
putting the gift boxes together.

As I have learned on this job, you never know how 
someone will respond when you ask an open-ended 
question. The following is an example of that, specifically 
when I asked another recipient what the We Remember 
You project meant to him. He told me, looking a bit teary-
eyed as he spoke:

“That coming to America as an adult from a foreign 

country that was hostile to Jews and not having any family 
left, the We Remember You project compensates for the 
losses I experienced and it means a lot.”

What I realized personally, too, from coordinating this 
project, was that not only were the recipients grateful for 
the food and for being remembered by this kind and car-
ing community, but the mitzvot performed by each donor 
fulfilled them, too, and gave them pleasure. As director of 
Jewish Family Service, I am well aware of the struggles 
that some families in this community are living through, 
but dealing with the problems is always softened by your 
generosity. It became gratifying for me to see so many 
people excited getting involved in helping.

In another instance, I’ve seen a family struggle with 
ill health and financial concerns, but can tell you that this 
year things are better. It was my joy to read the following 
note from the mom:

“Now that my kids are older, they really enjoyed the card 
and placemat from the kids. They remember making those 
when they were younger and thought it was really nice! 
We made the apples into a pie with a nice honey filling... 
very delicious. The honey bread was fantastic and didn’t 
last very long in our house. You will have to tell the kids 
that was a great job! The challah was not only beautiful, 
but tasty, too! It is such a beautiful tradition to say happy 
New Year not only to those that are familiar, but to those 
that are in need as well, and the gesture is so appreciated. 
May the new year bring you much sweetness, peace, joy, 
love and happiness!”

This year, people seemed so pleased to contribute 
either money or in kind gifts. Is it a sign of the times 
in which we are living? Speaking for myself, I am 
craving kindness and maybe others are feeling like me. 
Or, perhaps it is the idea that every dollar or handmade 
item contributed is going directly to a Jewish family in 
our midst. Whatever the reasons, helping others you’ve 
never met is beyond appreciated.

So you can see, the whole community got involved 
in helping the JFS recipients of the We Remember You 
project enjoy a bright and happy new year. Thank you 
everyone, teachers and students, parents and children, 
local businesses and religious organizations. And a 
special thank you to The Reporter for spreading the 
word through ads and columns about what was needed 
to make this project successful.

Casual cruelty
Obviously, if the unnamed narrator had a relationship 
with Billie Joe, no one in her family was aware of it. 
As I see it, their comments weren’t meant to be cruel; 
they were just unknowing and callous, because Billie 
Joe didn’t mean anything to them personally. Perhaps 
if they knew the narrator had a special connection to 
him, they would have reacted differently.

If that is casual cruelty, then our world is filled with it. 
Can we bleed for everyone who gets sick, has an accident 
or dies? When something bad happens to someone close 
to us, we acknowledge their pain and often feel our own 
pain. However, the further removed someone is from us, 
the more likely we are to simply mention what occurred 
and quickly move on. After all, how can we disrupt our day 
for every death? If we feel deeply about all those deaths 
–the ones listed in our local paper and those in our state, 
country, continent, etc. – we wouldn’t be able to function. 
It’s impossible to care equally for everyone.

Sometimes, we have to protect ourselves against feel-
ing everyone’s pain. Those who work in the healthcare 
community or social services have to find a way to leave 

the pain they see at the office or risk having a nervous 
breakdown. Clergy also do the same thing: we can focus 
on the immediate pain of a person or family, but at some 
point we have to let go of it in order to function. There 
are times when everyone has to say, “I can’t deal with this 
right now, too. I’m already dealing with more pain and 
problems than I can handle.” That may be the only way 
to protect ourselves.

However, we do need to be wary of another kind of 
casual cruelty: when we don’t answer calls for help. That 
doesn’t mean we have to feel everyone’s pain: in fact, a 
dispassionate interest can sometimes be more effective 
in helping someone. So, we don’t need to feel the pain 
of those who face weather disasters in order to give aid. 
We don’t need to suffer a horrible disease in order to fund 
research. We don’t need to be poor or suffer injustice in 
order to fight for the rights of all. That’s part of our ob-
ligation as Jews: to perform tikkun olam – to repair the 
world. It’s impossible to feel everyone’s pain, but that 
doesn’t mean we can neglect our responsibility to help 
those in need. 

Holocaust encyclopedia 
online 

The first two volumes of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum’s “Encyclope-

dia of Camps and Ghettos, 1933-1945” are now freely 
accessible in their entirety on www.ushmm.org/research/
publications/encyclopedia-camps-ghettos/volumes-i-and-
ii-available-online as part of the museum’s commitment to 
increasing the visibility of the field of Holocaust studies 
in the United States and abroad. Printed editions of the 
“Encyclopedia” will still be offered through the publisher, 
Indiana University Press.

The remaining volumes, of a projected seven, will also 
be available online after the printed editions appear. When 
complete, it hopes to be the most comprehensive survey 
available of all known Nazi sites of incarceration across 
occupied Europe. Museum researchers have identified more 
than 44,000 such sites, several times more than anticipated 
at the project’s outset.

For more information, visit ushmm.org.
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TI concert cancelled
Temple Israel’s cabaret-style event scheduled for 

Sunday, October 15, has been cancelled.

The Cornell University Theater will perform the play 
“Bad Jew” by Joshua Harmon on Thursday, November 2, 
at 7:30 pm, and Saturday, November 4, at 7:30 pm, at Black 
Box Theatre at the Schwartz Center for the Performing 
Arts, 430 College Ave., Ithaca. For additional times and 
more information, visit http://pma.cornell.edu/content/
bad-jews or contact the theater at 254-2700. 

The Temple Israel/Temple Concord Adult Education 
Group will present the first brunch program of its 2017-2018 
series, featuring Dr. C. Beth Burch and Dr. Paul-William 
Burch of Binghamton University on Sunday, October 29, 
at 10 am, at Temple Israel. Their talk is titled “Two with 
Two: Two Scholars Address Two Pieces of Holocaust 
Literature.” The cost of the brunch is $5 per person. 

C. Beth is a professor of Judaic studies at Binghamton 
University, specializing in Jewish American literature, 
specifically Jewish American writers. She teaches the 
courses “Survey of American Jewish Literature,” “Jewish 
American Novel” and “American Jewish Women Writers.” 
She is currently doing research for a teaching anthology 
with the working title “Jewish American Women Writers 
Before the (Feminist) Revolution.” She also has published 
about rhetoric and composition in a 2017 book “Grammar 
for Writers.” Formerly, she worked with Paul-William in 

TI/TC to hold “Two with Two: Two Scholars Address 
Two Pieces of Holocaust Literature” adult ed. brunch

pioneering the Holocaust literature 
courses for Judaic studies.

Paul-William specializes in Holo-
caust literature and the literature of 
witness, war and atrocity. He originated 
the Holocaust literature courses in Ju-
daic studies at Binghamton University 
and now teaches “Holocaust Litera-
ture,” “Post Holocaust Literature” and 
“Holocaust Fiction.” Under his aegis, 
the Holocaust literature program has 
brought to campus Holocaust scholars 
and writers for its Holocaust Literature 
Speakers’ Series. He has presented his 
research at conferences at Claremont College and Yad Vash-
em. Also a poet, he has taught creative writing workshops 
and “The Literature of the American War in Viet Nam.”

“In a provocative, interactive 
program, our speakers will work 
with participants in a close reading 
and discussion of two brief, very 
different pieces of Holocaust litera-
ture, unpacking a short story and a 
poem,” said organizers of the event. 
“The two readings represent both 
male and female, and Israeli and 
American writers. Readings will be 
provided. You need only bring your 
interest and curiosity!”

To make a reservation, contact the 
Temple Israel office at titammy@

stny.twcbc.com or 723-7461. “This should be a fasci-
nating talk! We look forward to seeing you,” organizers 
added. 

Dr. Paul-William Burch and 
Dr. C. Beth Burch

Joining communities across the states and around the 
world, Chabad – in co-sponsorship with local community 
organizations – will host a Mega Challah Bake during which 
hundreds of students and community members will join 
in mixing, kneading and shaping challahs, one of which 
they will keep and one of which will be given away by 
participants to someone who would appreciate the gift.

This years’ Mega Challah Baking event will be held 
on Thursday, October 26, at 7 pm, in the Mandela Room 
at Binghamton University. The fee is $5 for community 
members with reservations made in advance ($7 at the 
door) and $3 for students with reservations ($5 at the 
door). Each participant will receive an apron as well 

Chabad to hold Mega Challah Bake on Oct. 26

as two challahs. Reservations can be made at www.
JewishBU.com/MegaBake.

“Building on the success of the Mega Bake in previous 
years, we hope to bring the community together in a fun 
and easy celebration of Jewish heritage. In our case, we 
will be uniting our campus and local communities, through 
campus and local Jewish organizations co-sponsoring, and 

Cornell University Theater to perform “Bad Jew”
The play takes place the night after a funeral when 

three cousins are forced to share their family’s Upper West 
Side apartment. The cousins fight over who will receive 
a family heirloom that was not specifically left to any of 
them. The play was nominated for a 2014 Lucille Lortel 
Award for Outstanding Play and 2012-2013 Outer Critics 
Circle Award for Outstanding New Off-Broadway Play.

The New York Times said the play contains “delectably 
savage humor.” According to The Los Angeles Times, “The 
humor does more than entertain – it vexes and disturbs 
while challenging simplistic distinctions between ‘good’ 
and ‘bad’ Jews.” The Hollywood Reporter said “Bad Jews” 
contains a “unique combination of ill will, belly laughs and 
the savage hilarity of interfamilial vitriol.”

lots and lots of people coming out to enjoy this activity 
together,” explained Hadasa Slonim, coordinator.

Local community sponsors include the Binghamton 
Hadassah Chapter and the Sisterhoods of Beth David 
Synagogue, Temple Concord and Temple Israel.

At right: The scene 
at last year’s Mega 
Challah Bake.
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From JNS.org

Mexican president thanks Israel for 
earthquake relief

Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto on Oct. 10 
thanked Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for 
the Jewish state’s contributions to relief efforts follow-
ing the recent major earthquakes in the North American 
country. In a phone conversation with Netanyahu, Nieto 
said he “very much appreciates the quick Israeli effort and 
the work of the search and rescue mission,” according to 
Prime Minister’s Office. An Israeli aid mission – comprised 
of approximately 70 soldiers and officers from the IDF’s 
Home Front Command and the Israeli Air Force – was 
dispatched to Mexico in September on the eve of Rosh 
Hashanah after a 7.1-magnitude earthquake hit about 76 

miles southeast of Mexico City, killing hundreds. Israel 
organized the largest aid mission in Mexico, in addition to 
being the first country to arrive on the scene and the last 
to leave. Earlier in September, Israel sent aid to Mexico 
following a previous 8.2-magnitude earthquake.
Global Shabbat observance Oct. 27-28

A global observance of Shabbat with hundreds of 
events being held in local Jewish communities around 
the world – including new events in Togo, Mozambique 
and Venezuela – is slated for Oct. 27-28. The worldwide 
observance day, started by the Shabbat Project, brings Jews 
together to keep a single Shabbat. A combined one million 
Jews in 1,152 cities in 95 countries are expected to take 
part in events this year, according to the Shabbat Project.
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When Jews wore burkas: An exhibit showcases 
unexpected Jewish fashion

By Andrew Tobin
JERUSALEM (JTA) – When the Israel Museum put a 

burka-style garment on display in an exhibition on Jewish 
clothing, some visitors were confused: What does a full-
body cloak associated with Islam have to do with Jewish 
fashions? A lot, it turns out.

“This was actually traditional clothing for high-society 
Jewish women until even the mid-20th century,” Efrat 
Assaf-Shapira, a curator of the museum’s vast collection 
of Jewish costumes, told JTA. “Jews around the world 
mainly wore whatever their surrounding societies wore.”

So, for example, white silk Tunisian wedding pants with 
a 10-foot waist to accommodate plump brides, a purple 
silk Iranian skirt inspired by the tutus of the Parisian ballet 
and a white cotton Ethiopian dress and belt are part of the 
museum’s collection of Jewish clothing.

Now the Israel Museum is preparing to bring its cos-
mopolitan Jewish fashions to New York for the first “com-
prehensive U.S. exhibition” of Jewish costumes. “Veiled 
Meaning: Fashioning Jewish Dress,” will be on display 
at the Jewish Museum in Manhattan from November 3 
to March 18.

Since its opening in 1965, the Israel Museum has 
accumulated the largest collection of Jewish dress in the 

Iranian Jews wore a tutu-inspired skirt and jacket in the 
early 20th century. (Photo courtesy of the Israel Museum/
Mauro Magliani)

world. The climate-controlled basement of its sprawling 
campus in downtown Jerusalem houses some 10,000 items 
worn by Jews in dozens of countries over the past few 
hundred years. The museum’s collection is the result of 
Israel’s unique role as a refuge for world Jewry: Most of 
the items were donated by the immigrants who rushed to 
the country by the millions after its founding in 1948. “The 
large scope of this collection is only possible because all 
the communities from around the world came to Israel,” 
Assaf-Shapira said. “It’s a rare meeting of cultures that 
happened at the edge of modernization.”

Still, the collection is inevitably limited by the forces of 
history. According to Assaf-Shapira, Jews already were be-
ginning to trade their traditional clothing for Western-style 
garb when they began immigrating to Israel, and this was 
especially true of men. Also, because of the Holocaust, 
European Jews brought very little of their culture with 
them, with the partial exception of those from the south 
of the continent.

As a result, the clothing preserved by the Israel Museum 
largely represents the styles worn by Jewish women in North 
Africa, Yemen and Asia during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Most of the items are the kind of ceremonial garb 
See “Burkas” on page 8

      

 

   

process to 1 Moran Ct., Binghamton, 
NY 13903 General Purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF LIMITED LIABILITY 

COMPANY UNDER NEW YORK 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
LAW (“LLCL”)

1. The name of the professional
 service limited liability company
 (“LLC”) is ENDWELL
 CHIROPRACTIC, PLLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is
 SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the professional service
 LLC is to be located is Broome
 County.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is
 hereby designated as agent of
 the professional service LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the professional service LLC
 served upon him or her is: 412
 EAST MAIN STREET,
 ENDICOTT, NY 13760.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the professional
 service LLC is any purpose
 allowed by law.

Under Section 1203 of the Limited 
Liability Company Law
 ______________________

with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/23/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 18 East Country Gate 
Pl., Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Midstate Recycling, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was May 4, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Chenango Street Real Estate LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/11/2017. Cty: Broome. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served & 
shall mail process to 115 Henry St., 
Unit 2395, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
General Purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 KCKane, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is September
 21, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 148 Helen Street,
 Binghamton, NY 13905.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Sophie Chery Pierre-Pierre LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 9/22/17. Cty: Broome. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall mail 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 4205 Marietta Drive, Vestal,
 NY 13850.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is AP Trading
 Group LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is October 3,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 1006 May
 Street, Endicott, NY 13760.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Niles, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
9/22/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Cary, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
9/22/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Penny
 Hollow Watson, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is September
 26, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her is:
 290 Penny Hollow Road,
 Nineveh, NY 13813.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
 ______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Patch Road
 Apartments LLC

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is September
 26, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 4205 Marietta Drive, Vestal,
 NY 13850.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
 ______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is High Ave
 Management LLC

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is September
 26, 2017. 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Not i ce  o f  Fo r ma t i on  o f  MK 
Binghamton Realty, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/21/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  
13850.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Normal, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
8/21/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Silver
 Linings Golden Memory Care
 LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is September
 6, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 548
 Fredericks Road, Johnson City,
 NY 13790.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Howard Motor Company LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 7/14/17, 
Off. Loc. Broome Co. SSNY Desig. as 
agent upon whom process may be 
served, SSNY shall mail service of 
process to the LLC @ 164 Montrose 
Dr. Conklin, NY 13748. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose. 
______________________

otice of Formation of Newman 
Morgan Ithaca, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/06/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  
13850.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Sommerville 
Marketing, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
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Impact Continued from page 1

Jewish attitudes on terrorism and violence, 
and Modern Orthodoxy in America. He is 
often cited in the media, was profiled in 
Lifestyles magazine and on three occasions 
has been named to the Forward’s annual 
list of the 50 most influential Jews in the 
United States. The list noted that Bayme 
“influences the debate on a variety of is-
sues and has helped steer his organization 
into position as the leading address in the 
national Jewish discussion.”

Individual sponsorship for CJS is 
available and donations are always wel-
comed. Individual sponsorship of $100 
includes admission to both fall and spring 
programs. For more information on how 
to become an individual sponsor or to 
make a donation, e-mail bingcjs@gmail.
com. The College of Jewish Studies is a 
501(c)(3)non-profit organization.

The College of Jewish Studies provides 
opportunities for adult Jewish education for 
the Broome County community by offering 
fall and spring programs. Drawing on local 
resources and inviting scholars and experts 

was a recipient of the Frankel Institute of 
Advanced Judaic Studies faculty fellowship 
to work on her project “Jews in Harness: 
The Socialist-Zionist Labor Movement 
and Hasidism.” Her publications include 
“Hakibbutz Hameuchad’s ‘State of Shock,’ 
1948-1954: Textual Expressions” (Iyunim 
Bitkumat Israel,2012 in Hebrew) and the 
forthcoming co-edited volume “Visioning 
Israel-Palestine: Encounters at the Cultural 
Boundaries of Conflict.” In her forthcoming 
book “State of Shock: The Kibbutz Trau-
matized, 1948–1954,” Libman examines 
the kibbutz and its imagery in the formative 
years of Israeli statehood.

CJS sponsorships are encouraged. Individ-
ual sponsorship of $100 includes admission 
to both fall and spring programs. For more 
information on how to become an individual 
sponsor or to make a donation, mail bingcjs@
gmail.com. The College of Jewish Studies is 
a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization.

The College of Jewish Studies provides 
opportunities for adult Jewish education for 
the Broome County community by offering 
fall and spring programs. Drawing on local 

Temple Concord will hold a new 
program, Tot Shabbat, for 1-4-year-
olds on Saturday, October 21, at 9:30 
am. The child must be accompanied by 
an adult. Parents and/or grandparents 
are welcome. Michele Artus will lead 
the program. 

TC to hold Tot Shabbat 
on Oct. 21

“Michele taught younger grades in our 
religious school and is excited to offer 
this new program every month or two 
this year,” said Tot Shabbat organizers. 

Those interested in participating should 
RSVP to the temple office at 723-7355 or 
TempleConcordBinghamton@gmail.com.

resources and inviting scholars and experts 
from a range of universities and cultural 
and religious institutions, CJS sponsors 
programs dealing with Jewish history, 
culture, religion and politics.

The College of Jewish Studies, founded 
in 1986, is an informal coalition between the 
Judaic Studies Department of Binghamton 
University and several area Jewish spon-
soring institutions: the Jewish Community 
Center, the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Binghamton, Beth David Synagogue, 
Temple Concord and Temple Israel. Pro-
gramming for CJS would not be possible 
without the additional financial support of 
the Jacob and Rose Olum Foundation, the 
B’nai B’rith Lectureship Fund, the Victor 
and Esther Rozen Foundation, an endow-
ment fund from the former Temple Beth 
El of Endicott, a grant from the JoyVel 
Charitable Fund, and the donations of 
individual sponsors.

For more information on the College 
of Jewish Studies and its programs, visit 
www.bingcjs.org and www.facebook.com/
bingcjs.

Remembered Continued from page 1
from a range of universities and cultural 
and religious institutions, CJS sponsors a 
wide array of programs dealing with Jewish 
history, culture, religion and politics.

The College of Jewish Studies, which 
was founded in 1986, is an informal coalition 
between the Judaic Studies Department of 
Binghamton University and several area 
Jewish sponsoring institutions, including 
the Jewish Community Center, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Binghamton, Beth 
David Synagogue, Temple Concord and 
Temple Israel. Programming for CJS would 
not be possible without the additional finan-
cial support of the Jacob and Rose Olum 
Foundation, the B’nai B’rith Lectureship 
Fund, the Victor and Esther Rozen Foun-
dation, an endowment fund from the former 
Temple Beth El of Endicott, a grant from the 
JoyVel Charitable Fund and the donations 
of individual sponsors.

For more information on the College 
of Jewish Studies and its programs, visit 
www.bingcjs.org and www.facebook.com/
bingcjs.

TI Sisterhood held opening program

Sisterhood participants helped themselves to a buffet of sweets at the Paid-Up Dessert 
event held at Temple Israel on September 12. At the table (l-r): Sylvia Horowitz, Debra 
Martinez, Suzanne Krause and Joyce Sambursky. (Photos by Beverly Rozen)

Floral designer Sherry Tomasko of Endicott Florist gave a presentation to the TI Sisterhood 
membership, as she shared her techniques for arranging holiday table centerpieces.

At right: Sherry 
T o m a s k o 
stood with her 
completed floral 
crea t ions  a t 
the end of the 
program. The 
creations were 
awarded as door 
prizes.

L-r: Sima Auerbach, Janet Levine and Lynne Green enjoyed the opportunity to socialize 
and nosh prior to the evening’s program.

Community Calendar
The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-

hamton’s website, www.jfgb.org, by clicking on “calendar.” Updates or additions of 
events for the calendar can be made by contacting the Federation through its website 
(click on “calendar” and then “click here to request a change to the calendar”) or by 
calling 724-2332.

Do a big mitzvah and donate your car or minivan 
that’s drivable to Chabad of Binghamton!

(donation tax deductible)

Call 607-797-0015 or email info@jewishbu.com

Don’t park it.
Donate it.

Do a big mitzvah and donate your car or minivan 
that’s drivable to Chabad of Binghamton!

(donation tax deductible)
Call 607-797-0015 or email info@jewishbu.com

Don’t park it. Donate it.



October 13-19, 2017Page 6 - The Reporter

Jewish Federation
OF GREATER BINGHAMTON

“Act while you 
have the chance, 
the means, and the 
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that such women packed away in their closets as heirlooms, 
especially wedding dresses. Over the decades, the Israel 
Museum has displayed its clothing collection in a series of 
exhibitions focused on Jews from specific regions. In 2014, 
for the first time, it showcased global Jewish fashion under 
the title “Dress Codes: Revealing the Jewish Wardrobe.” 
“Veiled Meaning” at the New York museum will be a version 
of that exhibition, including about 100 items from dozens of 
Jewish communities as far flung as Italy and India.

Assaf-Shapira said the sheer variety of the materials, 
colors and designs challenge the notion that Jews preserved 
their identity by rejecting outside influences. In most cases, 
she said, Jews dressed in the style of the surrounding society. 
“There is shared core of the religion and the ceremonies,” 
she said of these Jewish communities. “But surrounding 
this shared core, there is a whole area of traditions which 
were shared with Muslims and Christians.”

In some cases, Jews even contributed to popular fashion, 
she said, citing a Bukharan woman’s coat lined with colorful 
ikat weaving at which local Jews were skilled. Even when 
Jews did wear distinguishing clothing, Assaf-Shapira said, 
they were typically preserving and appropriating outmoded 
local fashions, not uniquely Jewish ones.

Which brings us to the burka-like veiled garment that 
confounded visitors to the Israel Museum and will be on 
display in New York. In Mashhad, Iran, Jewish women 
wore the chador along with a veil – just like their Muslim 
neighbors. After they fled persecution and forced conver-
sion in the 19th century and resettled in Herat, Afghanistan, 
they preserved their Iranian-style shawl rather than adopt 
the local burka like their Jewish contemporaries in near-
by Kabul. Many continued to wear the chador until they 
immigrated to Israel, as late as the 1970s.

“These items going to New York tell the story of the 
diversity of the Jewish communities all around the world,” 
Assaf-Shapira said, “and actually how you keep your 
identity through changing times.”

A c h a d o r  w o r n  b y 
Jewish women in Herat, 
A fghan i s tan .  (Pho to 
courtesy of the Israel 
Museum/Mauro Magliani)

A bridal outfit worn by 
Tunisian Jews in the early 
20th century. (Photo courtesy 
of the Israel Museum/Mauro 
Magliani)

Burkas Continued from page 4

Where Israeli-American college students gather to 
speak Hebrew and connect with their roots

Lee Setty, holding pot, and Shai ben David, in plaid shirt, 
with other IAC Mishelanu members at the University of 
Georgia. (Photo courtesy of IAC Mishelanu UGA)

By Josefin Dolsten
(JTA) – Being involved with Jewish life was not a 

priority for Shai Ben David when she arrived at the Uni-
versity of Georgia. The 23-year-old, who moved to the 
United States from Israel at age 4, had few Jewish friends 
and was not interested in being involved in a religious 
community. Besides, her science-heavy course load as a 
pre-veterinary student filled up most of her time. “It really 
wasn’t a priority for me to try to be a part of the Jewish 
community here with Hillel,” she told JTA. “For me, being 
Israeli is more about the cultural part of being Israeli, not 
really the religious part.”

Yet Ben David now finds herself a leader of a campus 
group for Israeli Americans that she helped to found. She 
is a fellow for IAC Mishelanu, an initiative that seeks to 
engage Israeli-American college students – Israelis who 
moved to the U.S. as well as the children and grandchildren 
of Israelis living here.

The program recognizes that Israelis in America have 
an identity distinct from their American-born peers. IAC 
Mishelanu aims “to give Israeli-American students on 
campus a safe home where they are comfortable enough 
to speak in Hebrew and to share their hybrid identities,” 
said its program director, Tal Zmiri-Willner. “They’re 
all holding lots of identities: being Jewish, being Israeli, 
being American.”

The Los Angeles-based Israeli-American Council runs 
the program, which has 90 chapters nationwide and some 
1,000 student participants. IAC Mishelanu was launched 
in 2011 by Israeli parents in the Silicon Valley looking to 
connect their kids with each other and form a community, 
and joined with the IAC as a larger nationwide campus 
initiative the following year.

Chapters are led by student fellows, who receive men-
toring from regional managers and an $800 yearly stipend. 
They organize monthly social and cultural events, such 
as Israeli movie nights and Israeli-style Shabbat dinners, 
as well as approximately five larger events per year that 
showcase Israeli culture to the wider campus community. 
IAC Mishelanu also organizes a yearly conference and 
leadership retreats.

Most members are secular and not necessarily interested 

in the religious experiences traditionally offered on cam-
pus, Zmiri-Willner said. “Hillel is considered to be more 
Jewish, and they are looking for the cultural side of being 
Israeli,” she said of IAC Mishelanu participants.

Most, but not all, IAC Mishelanu chapters operate under 
the Hillel umbrella.

Yoni Hirschberg, a 21-year-old film student who leads 
the IAC Mishelanu chapter at the University of Southern 
California, said Israeli-American students have a different 
identity than their Jewish-American peers. “You’re not 
really Jewish American,” Hirschberg, who moved to the 
U.S. from Israel with his family at 3, told JTA. “You’re 
not not Jewish, and you’re also an American, you’re also 
Israeli. But you don’t really fit in because there are barriers 
of [being from] a different background, so there is a level 
of alienation.”

Ben Avrahami, a 25-year-old biology major at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, said he relates to 
the friends he made through IAC Mishelanu in unique 
ways. “I feel very comfortable with them, they under-

stand me in some aspects that other people don’t,” said 
Avrahami, who moved to America from Israel with his 
family at 12, later returning to the Jewish state to serve 
in the military before attending college. “It’s kind of 
like home,” he said.

At meetings, IAC Mishelanu members speak a mix of 
Hebrew and English, Avrahami said. “If you would step 
outside and look at it, it’s like another language,” he said. 
“I can’t even tell you exactly how it works.”

Ben David has seen her Hebrew improve signifi-
cantly since being involved with IAC Mishelanu. “My 
reading level was like that of a third-grader,” she said. 
“Even though I went to private [Jewish] school, I was 
very bad.” She hopes to one day teach the language 
to her children.

IAC Mishelanu straddles the line between a cultural 
group and an advocacy group. Its website describes the 
group as “a pro-Israel campus program that fosters lead-
ers and provides a home for Israeli-American students.”

Organizers, however, were careful to clarify that it is 
not political. “It’s not an advocacy group,” said Shoham 
Nicolet, the founder and CEO of IAC. “Our approach is 
that this is a group that is pro-Israel, but it is a pro-Israel 
beyond politics. You can see so many students from differ-
ent political views, from different political organizations, 
coming to Mishelanu.”

Zmiri-Willner said many students are not interested in a 
political group. “We do find out that some of our students 
See “Roots” on page 11
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Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info
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New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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Call Sue Krause to 
buy or sell your house!
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Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker
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Direct:
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607-772-1177
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Eli Rowe’s team of 12 delivered supplies to the San Juan Chabad, as well as to vulnerable 
areas throughout Puerto Rico’s capital, on September 25. (Photo courtesy of Rowe)

Puerto Rico’s Jews turn to helping neighbors 
ravaged by Hurricane Maria

By Ben Sales
(JTA) – After he managed to bribe three 

van drivers to load their vehicles with aid 
supplies and drive him and his crew from the 
San Juan airport, Eli Rowe felt his human-
itarian mission was off to a good start. Gas 
was scarce in Puerto Rico, but now all the 
food, medicine and hygienic supplies he had 
flown over from the mainland was making 
it into the Caribbean island’s capital. Then 
he laid eyes on the city. It was devastated.

“We saw sheer destruction everywhere,” 
said Rowe, the CEO of Jet911, a service that 
arranges emergency medical flights. “Roofs 
were off, buildings were destroyed, houses 
were destroyed, there was flooding in the 
middle of the street, stores were abandoned.”

Rowe’s crew of 12 paramedics and 
emergency medical technicians was one 
of a few Jewish aid missions trying to help 
Puerto Rico begin recovering from the 
impact of Hurricane Maria, which recently 
hit the island directly. The storm created 
what aid workers and residents describe as 
a post-apocalyptic scenario: Power is out 
for much of the island, cellphone service 
is hard to find, gas is even more scarce 
and food supplies are dwindling. Roads 
are crumbling. Hospitals are on the brink.

On September 28, President Donald 
Trump waived a law called the Jones Act, 
allowing international aid shipments to 
offload on the island. FEMA has more than 
600 workers on the island, a U.S. territory 
with 3.4 million residents.

Puerto Rico’s Jewish community of 
1,500, living mostly in San Juan, has largely 
been spared the worst of the damage, says 
Diego Mendelbaum, community director 
at the San Juan Jewish Community Center, 
which shares space with a Conservative 
synagogue. The city is also home to a Re-
form synagogue and a Chabad.

The JCC’s fence and two of its gates 
were knocked down and its roof sustained 
damage, but it fared much better than syn-
agogues in Houston, which were ruined by 
Harvey. Even so, the synagogue canceled 
services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, 
when the storm hit.

Mendelbaum said the Jews’ homes – like 

those of their San Juan neighbors – avoid-
ed destruction because their buildings are 
built with concrete and other reinforced 
materials. But the community is still 
suffering, he said, from the same lack of 
power, fuel and infrastructure as the entire 
island. Mendelbaum said it could take 14 
hours to get gas and six hours waiting in 
“eternal lines” to buy food at one of the few 
functioning supermarkets. “Everyone has 
difficult problems here,” he said. “There’s 
other people whose buildings don’t have a 
power generator, or they did have a gener-
ator, but it broke. Other people have to go 
up and down stairs and can’t do it. People 
are trying to leave the island.”

With the Jewish community’s buildings 
intact and population healthy, its members 
have turned to helping more vulnerable 
neighbors. The JCC had collected supplies 
to help the Virgin Islands recover from the 
impact of Hurricane Irma earlier in Septem-
ber, then took the surplus it had stored and 
distributed it among shelters in San Juan. 
Jewish volunteers distributed clothing, 
canned food and 2,000 gallons of water from 
the JCC’s cistern. In one instance, Mendel-
baum saw twin babies sleeping on the floor 
of a shelter and brought them cribs. “That 
was a drop in the bucket,” he said. But for 
their mother, he added, “it was lifesaving.”

IsraAid, the Israeli disaster relief group, 
sent a team of five that is stationed in Haiti. 
The team landed on September 26 in San 
Juan and is focused on providing physical 
and psychological first aid, and distributing 
filters that can purify contaminated water. 
The workers are also distributing food and 
training local social work students to pro-
vide post-trauma care. But the filters, said 
team leader Natalie Revesz, might make the 
biggest difference, as they have a capacity 
of 400 gallons a day and can make public 
canal water drinkable. “They were shocked 
that I was drinking dirty water from their 
buckets,” Revesz said.

Rowe, who also volunteers in New York 
for the Jewish paramedic service Hatzalah, 
received a call for aid on September 24. He’d 
already gone on missions to Houston and the 
See “Maria” on page 12
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Friday, October 13, light candles ....................... 6:06 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, October 14 ......................7:05 pm
Friday, October 20, light candles ....................... 5:55 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, October 21 .................... 6:54 pm

Congregational Notes

RABBI BARBARA GOLDMAN-WARTELL, TEMPLE CONCORD

Weekly Parasha
Bereshit, Genesis 1-6:8

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural, 
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York 
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY; 
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed; 
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, October 13 ................................................ 6:10 pm
Shabbat, October 14 ................................................. 9 am
 .....................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:55 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., October 15 .................................................. 8:30 am
Mon.-Thurs., October 16-19 ...................................... 7 am
Fri., October 20 ..................................................... 6:50 am
Evenings:
Sun., October 15 .................................................. 6:05 pm
Mon.-Thurs., October 16-19 ...................................... 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcordbinghamton@gmail.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, October 13, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, October 14, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school; at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study; and at 10:35 
am, there will be a Shabbat family morning service with 
Rabbi Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg.

On Thursday, October 19, from 5:30-7 pm, the CHOW 
pantry will be open.

On Friday, October 20, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services honoring the national observance of Children’s 
Sabbaths – Children’s Defense Fund with Rabbi Gold-
man-Wartell and Jason Flatt.

On Saturday, October 21, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school; at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study; at 9:30 am, 
there will be a Tot Shabbat program for families with children 
1-4; at 10:35 am, there will be a Shabbat family morning 
service with Rabbi Goldman-Wartell and Jason Flatt; and 
at 11:20 am, there will be a “Blessing of Pets” held in the 
Schagrin Garden.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Tuesday and Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 
9:30 am.

On Saturday, October 14, at 9:30 am, services will be 
led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah portion will be 
Genesis 1:1-6:8. The haftarah will be Isaiah 42:5-43:10. 
The kiddush sponsor will be Arthur Siegel.

On Tuesday, October 17, at 7 pm, there will be a Board 
of Trustees meeting.

On Friday, October 27, at 6:30 pm, Shabbat on the 
Road will be held at Brookdale Senior Living, across 
from the JCC on Clubhouse Road, Vestal.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish 
during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz 
at schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-
and-a-half weeks or more before the date to ensure time 
to make up a minyan.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on 
Sundays and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and
Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah 
(eighth-grade and high school) classes will meet at times 
designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

The first portion of Torah is rich with possibilities – with 
narratives that grip us and which, upon closer investiga-
tion, can be understood many different ways. We read the 
beginning of Bereshit on Simchat Torah, so I want to focus 
on the story of Cain and Abel. Some of the questions which 
are not clearly answered in the text are: Why was Cain’s 
sacrifice not accepted by God? What were the circumstances 
behind the murder? Why did Cain not get punished with 
the maximum sentence?

We have many texts that can help us understand these 
Torah texts and give possible answers to these questions. 
I have had the opportunity to lead our Saturday morning 
Torah study group in a different approach to Torah study 
this past year. Rabbi Daniel Roth of the Pardes Center for 
Judaism and Conflict Resolution in Jerusalem has developed 
materials for studying conflicts between people in the Torah 
by looking at conflicting interpretations of the text. This 

Multiple understandings of conflicting 
narratives

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015
Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

can help us to look for various ways to view conflicting 
narratives in our world today, as well. 

In response to the question why was Cain’s sacrifice not 
accepted by God, some of the commentators (Rashi, Radak) 
suggest Cain gave a bad sacrifice, not his first fruits, not the 
best quality of his crops, while others suggest Cain was the 
problem (Philo, Seforno and Targumim). The difference 
between a farmer and a shepherd is one possibility.

The text doesn’t tell us how Cain and Abel ended up in 
a field together. We don’t know what transpired between 
them before Abel’s murder. Some commentators suggest 
it was a pre-emptive murder so Cain set it up (Seforno 
and Ramban), while Rashi and Radak suggest the murder 
was the result of an intentional argument. Iben Ezra and 
Bereshit Rabba suggest the death was the result of a dis-
agreement between the brothers, with Bereshit Rabba even 
positing Cain killed Abel in self-defense. Their different 

perspectives lead to very different ways to view Cain and 
Abel, their relationship with one another and to understand 
God’s actions here as well. 

Why wasn’t Cain given the maximum punishment for 
killing his brother? Perhaps because this was the first kill-
ing, the first murder in the Torah, so the punishment hadn’t 
been set yet (Philo, Bereshit Rabba, Radak). Ramban and 
Philo suggest it was because Cain repented for his actions. 
Rashi suggests Cain wasn’t punished more severely because 
God is merciful, and Josephus wrote that Cain brought a 
sacrifice so his punishment was lessened.

We can find multiple understandings of the questions 
our texts raise for us from many commentaries – ancient, 
medieval and modern. What we can learn from these varied 
understandings of conflict and actions in the Torah is that 
there is often more than way to understand something. 
See “Multiple” on page 11
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Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

Once we have studied them, we can wrestle with where we 
might go from there. Where can this lead us today? We can 
be open to more than one understanding or perspectives 
on things happening in our world, keeping our minds and 
hearts open to hearing and listening before we decide how 
we want to interpret and understand an event.

Multiple Continued from page 10

The Jewish Community Center of Binghamton will 
present an original, choral performance, “Songs of the 
New Year,”  on Sunday, October 15, at 7 pm, at the JCC, 
500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. A mixed choir, accompanied 
by Binghamton Philharmonic players, will perform at 
the concert, which will cost $10 per person at the door. 
Proceeds will support the JCC Fitness Center. The entire 
community is welcome and has been encouraged to attend.

The choral piece is entirely written and conducted by 
local performer and JCC Health and Wellness Coordinator 
Jan DeAngelo. Inspired by recent political strife, DeAngelo 

Binghamton JCC to feature “Songs of the New 
Year” by Jan DeAngelo on Oct. 15

was driven to compose a series of 10 choral pieces, all 
influenced by a central theme of “peace and justice.” In the 
process of writing the performance, DeAngelo consulted 
local rabbis for inspirational quotes, and the performance 
will include the Shema performed in both Hebrew and 
Latin. DeAngelo hopes to “empower and uplift” those 
who attend the performance, and to “bring the community 
together despite the current political climate, by inspiring 
acceptance and unity.”

For more information about the performance, the JCC 
fitness center, or the JCC, contact the JCC office at 724-2417.

Knox to offer a peek into 
Broadway musicals

Richard Knox will present “A Rodgers and 
Hart Retrospective” on Monday, October 23, 
at 2 pm, at the Jewish Community Center, 500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Thanks to a grant from 
Fans of Richard Knox, the lecture is free and open 
to the public, but seating is limited. Registration 
is requested by noon on Thursday, October 19, 
by calling the JCC at 724-2417.

“As early as 1910, Broadway new electric 
signage dazzled visitors, and the street became 
known throughout the world as the Great White 
Way,” said organizers of the event. In 1927, 
journalist Will Irwin characterized the district’s energy 
and illumination as “mildly insane by day, the square goes 
divinely made by night.” 

“For more than a century, Broadway productions have 
made young, unknown actors household names and pro-
duced stars associated with performances, songs and dances 
that became part of the mainstream American culture,” 
organizers added. “Amid this excitement, the outstanding 
song writing team of Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 
was among the most notable contributors to American 
Musical Theater.”

Over almost a quarter century, Rodgers and Hart 
composed 28 musicals and 500 songs from 1919 until 
Hart’s death in 1943. “The JCC program will focus on 
some of their most iconic and endearing works, including 
‘Pal Joey,’ ‘Babes in Arms’ and ‘On Your Toes,’ and will 

The JCC Friendship Club met on October 4. Ann Bril-
lant read information about Sukkot provided by Rabbi 
Rachel Esserman. The holiday is a week when Jews dwell 
in booths or huts (sukkot in Hebrew) to represent how 
the Israelites lived while wandering in the desert for 40 
years after escaping slavery in Egypt. This is a pilgrim-
age holiday. It occurs in the autumn and is referred to as 
Hag Ha-asif, “The Harvest Festival.” The sukkah also 
represents the huts that the farmers lived in during the 
hectic time of harvesting their crops. The harvest had to be 
completed before the winter rains. The sukkah is a flimsy 
hut that can be built at home, that has a roof made out 
of thatch or branches. Meals are eaten in the sukkah and 
some people may sleep in it. There is a ceremony where 
the etrog (citron) and lulav (palm, myrtle and willow) 
are held together and shaken in different directions, and 
prayers are said.

Before reading about Sukkot, Morty Hofstein and Bruce 
Orden read jokes taken from Sylvia Diamond’s computer. 
Some second-graders answered questions about their moth-
ers. When asked why God made mothers, one child said, 
“She’s the only one who knows where the scotch tape is” 
and another replied, “Mostly to clean the house.” When 
asked if they could change one thing about their moms, 
one child said he would get rid of the invisible eyes in the 
back of her head.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia. After the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Ann said the blessing over the donuts 
provided by Morty. At the next meeting on Wednesday, 
October 18, we will be discussing an article brought in by 
Lani Dunforth about “The Test of a True Friend.” Come 
join us at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

Sylvia Diamond
President

The JCC is a not-for-profit organization and partner 
agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Binghamton. It serves the community-at-large 
regardless of age, race, religion or sexual orientation. Fi-
nancial assistance is available to all who qualify, as long 
as funds remain.

include performances by such notable musical 
artists as Maurice Chevalier, Gene Kelly and 
Judy Garland. As always, Knox gives us the 
backstory, a behind the scenes view of the 
productions and personalities we thought we 
knew,” organizers said.

Knox’s presentations are interactive and he 
seeks to engage the audience via questions and 
answers, comments and personal experiences.

Following retirement after 38 years as a school 
teacher and administrator, Knox began to develop 
a series of multimedia presentations inspired by 

his interest in the performing arts. His program subjects 
include Broadway musicals, film, opera, 20th century song 
writers and vocalists, and radio and television programs 
of the “Golden Age.” 

In a 2015 interview, Newsday reported that director 
Kay Sato said, “Knox is a favorite speaker at Long Island 
University’s Hutton House lectures.” After developing his 
first movie trivia program, “I wanted to expand it to include 
the other things that I’m really interested [in]... musicals, 
musical comedy, great composers like Rodgers and Hart 
and Cole Porter,” Knox said.

In that interview, Knox talked about the development 
of this passion. “As I got older and my taste in films grew 
a bit more sophisticated,” Knox said, “I began to study 
the behind-the-scenes elements that made some films 
stand above the rest, whether it was a creative director, 
outstanding musical score or innovative cinematography.”

Knox has lectured at dozens of libraries, colleges, com-
munity centers and other public and private venues through-
out Brooklyn and Long Island. At previous appearances 
at the JCC in Vestal, Knox presented the programs “An 
Alfred Hitchcock Retrospective,” “Lullaby of Broadway” 
and “Music that Made the Move Memorable.” His local 
audience has grown with each presentation.

Richard Knox

Roots Continued from page 8
don’t want to see Mishelanu as an advocacy group, as a 
hasbara group,” she said, using the Hebrew term for Israel 
advocacy. “On many campuses there are many other orga-
nizations to do specifically hasbara. At our regular events 
they do not necessarily want to speak about hasbara. But 
they do [hasbara] in a very informal way when they speak 
about Israel with other students, when they share their own 
memories and their own feelings about Israel.”

Zmiri-Willner estimated that some 40 percent of IAC 
Mishelanu members are involved with Israel advocacy 
groups on campus. The extent, if any, of a chapter’s political 
involvement varies.

Lee Setty, a 20-year-old marketing major who is an 
IAC Mishelanu fellow at the University of Georgia, said 
her group is careful not to get too politically involved. 
“Yes, students in our group are involved in Israel ad-
vocacy,” she said, “but where Mishelanu comes in is 
more cultural.”

Meanwhile Avrahami, who is a campus fellow for the 
pro-Israel group the David Project in addition to IAC 
Mishelanu, said he was considering planning a joint 
event for the two groups. Political or not, IAC Mishela-
nu helps Israeli Americans connect with each other and 
non-Israeli Jews.

IAC Mishelanu aims to provide “a living bridge 
between Israeli-American and Jewish-American stu-
dents,” Zmiri-Willner said, adding that Israeli-Amer-
ican students want to show their peers that there are 
more sides to the Jewish state than what is on the 
news. “They want to show what Israel is all about, 
what the culture is in Israel, what the music in Israel 
is all about,” she said.

Participants also value the distinctions. “It was nice to 
be able to have that community,” Hirschberg said. “There 
is a difference between the general Jewish-American com-
munity here and the Israeli-American community, and it’s 
important that there is a space for us.”

Ben David said being part of the group has contributed 
positively to her identity. “It makes me feel proud to be 
Israeli American,” she said.

The Jewish Community Center offers contributory funds to 
honor and remember family, friends and loved ones.

In appreciation of gifts to JCC funds, the Center has adopted 
the policy of publishing donor’s names every three months. 

DONORS                        RECIPIENT                     FOR

“I did n�  � nd the 
world d� olate � en
I entered it. And as
my parents planted
for me before I
was
born,
so do I
plant 
for
those
� o
will
come
a� er
me.”
 -Talmud

Upon receipt of each donation, a card is sent to the specifi ed recipient and donor’s names are published in The Reporter 
(unless anonymity is requested) every three months. For more information, please call the JCC offi  ce at 724-2417.

Stuart & Vicki Rouff   .................... Gerry & Susan Hubal ...........In Memory of Juley, with love
Mark & Susan Walker .................. Irwin Brumer .......................In Memory of Marion
Bonnie Rozen .............................. Sheryl Brumer .....................In Memory of Marion
Arieh Ullman & Rhonda Levine ... Sheryl Brumer .....................In Memory of Marion
Bonnie Rozen .............................. Marcia Hofstein ..................In Memory of Millie
Meryl Sasnowitz .......................... Marcia Hofstein ..................In Memory of Millie
Karen Hammer ............................ Dr. Steven Malkin................In Honor of Dr. Steven Malkin’s retirement
Sandra & Roy Paston................... Dr. Mark & Susan Walker ....In Honor of Dr. Mark & Susan Walker for their 
  devotion and service to our community
Jeff  & Ruth Shapiro ..................... Arlene Kutz  .........................In Memory of Marv, in appreciation for his 
  long time support of the Athletic Department
Neil & Emily Rose......................... Lisa Thirer ............................In Honor of your upcoming wedding
Selma Radin ................................. Kim Levene..........................In Honor of Kim Levene and his years of service 
  to the JCC
Lillian Levy ................................... Dr. Mark Walker ..................In Honor of Mark, a great friend
JCC Yiddish Group ....................... Roseann Rouff  ....................In Memory of our beloved Papa Bear,
  mit groysn ligfe dem Yiddish grupeh
Joyce Sambursky ......................... Kim Levene..........................In Honor of Kim Levene
Gerry & Susan Hubal ................... Susan Walker.......................In appreciation of your caring
Gerry & Susan Hubal ................... Harvey Levine .....................In appreciation of your caring
Gerry & Susan Hubal ................... Heidi Thirer ..........................In appreciation of your caring
Gerry & Susan Hubal ................... Burton “Buddy” Koff man ...For your recovery
Gerry & Susan Hubal ................... Susan Savich........................For your recovery
Gerry & Susan Hubal ................... Richard & Marianne Matties ...In Honor of your 50th wedding anniversary
Francine Stein .............................. Mark Rappaport .................In Memory of Ruth Rappaport  
Coughlin & Gerhart ...................... Mark Rappaport .................In Memory of Ruth Rappaport
Jeff  & Ruth Shapiro ..................... Mark Rappaport .................In Memory of Ruth Rappaport
Francine Stein .............................. Ruthanne Koff man .............In Memory of
  Burton “Buddy” Koff man
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Florida Keys following the recent natural 
disasters there. He and his team spent the 
night of September 24 gathering food and 
medical supplies, and obtained a large private 
plane, free of charge, from Ralph Nakash, 
a fashion mogul who also went on the aid 
mission with two of his sons.

The team dropped supplies at the San 
Juan Chabad, then drove around the city 
distributing to Sanjuaneros of all religions 
everything from pita bread to toothbrushes 

Maria Continued from page 9

From JNS.org
Arab city hosts anti-Israel event in state-funded venue

A support rally for Sheikh Raed Salah, leader of the outlawed Northern Branch of the 
Islamic Movement in Israel, was held in September in the predominantly Arab city of Umm 
al-Fahm in a facility built with donations from the Jewish state’s national lottery agency, 
Israel Hayom reported on Oct. 10. The fact that the rally was held in a building constructed 
with the help of Mifal Hapayis, a public institution, has sparked outrage. Maor Tzemach, 

chairman of the Lach Yerushalayim organization, sent a letter to Mifal Hapayis Chairman 
Uzi Dayan, calling on him to declare the building off-limits for use by members of the 
Northern Branch. “All activity of the Islamic Movement’s Northern Branch is… against 
the law and comprises support of incitement and terrorism,” Tzemach wrote. Mifal Hapayis 
issued a statement stressing it had “no information about the rally being held” and “takes 
a very serious view of political events in its facilities.” The Umm al-Fahm Municipality 
said the event “was organized by the Higher Arab Monitoring Committee and the People’s 
Committee of Umm al-Fahm, which includes all the political and social movements in the 
city. ...It had nothing to do with the Islamic Movement or its people.” Salah is awaiting trial 
on three counts of inciting terrorism and three counts of support for an illegal organization.
Belgium freezes funding for Palestinian Authority schools 
over incitement, watchdog says

Palestinian Media Watch, an organization that monitors Palestinian incitement, said its 
research has prompted Belgium’s government to freeze funding of Palestinian Authority 
schools. After PMW recently notified Belgium that a P.A. school it had funded was renamed 
for terrorist Dalal Mughrabi, who masterminded an attack that killed 37 Israelis (including 
12 children) in 1978, the watchdog on Oct. 9 quoted a Belgian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
as saying the country “will put on hold any projects related to the construction or equipment 
of Palestinian schools.” The ministry added Belgium was previously “unaware of this 
name change” at the school and is “awaiting a formal response” from the P.A. on the issue. 

to Tylenol. At one point, Rowe went door 
to door giving out food and cases of water.

Though he is proud of the work his 
volunteers have done, he could see that 
difficult days remain ahead. “For us to 
bring a ray of light was really humbling 
and a beautiful experience,” he said. “At 
the end of the day, we’re going back to 
our homes with a roof over our head, and 
these people could be for weeks or months 
without electricity or food.”
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These care services 
include but are not 
limited to:
 • Bath Assistance
 • Meal Prep
 • Cleaning
 • Shopping, etc.

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and 
repairs, along with 

in-home care services. 

John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)

888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

754-6376pbaker927@yahoo.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work

We Install, Service & Repair...

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully Insured
Free

EstimatesOur
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER

ISA CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

Professionals In All Phases Of:
· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET
607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or

I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!

References Available
607-760-0530

griles45@gmail.com

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling 

Specializing in kitchens and baths
 For a free estimate call

Kevin Micha Construction at
607-221-5985 

Licensed and insured

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling
Specializing in kitchens & baths

 For a free estimate,
please call

Kevin Micha Construction
at 607-221-5985 

Licensed and insured

Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street

Johnson City
New York 13790

Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org

Education • Advocacy • Support

Affordable Painting
Interior/Exterior Painting

Paul Merwin
607-201-7868
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Painting, Staining
(Log Cabins, Barns & Decks)

Wall Patching,
Pressure Washing

and more...

A Gift for You and Your Loved One

New Book by Martin Bidney

A Lover’s Art:
The Song of Songs in Musical

English Meters, plus 280
Original Love Poems in Reply – 

A Dialogue with Scripture
Mystical, Mythical, Whimsical:

Lyrics in Solomon-Style to Woman,Wisdom,World

Jewish and Cosmopolitan

Dialogic Poetry Press
Available from Amazon

Raw Local Honey Varieties
Spring • Summer • Fall

Propolis, Pollen, Beeswax candles
Try a sample at the

Binghamton Regional
Farmers Market,

840 Upper Front Street
9-1 Saturdays all year
bcregionalmkt.com

suegaringhoney.com
607-775-5041

The Math Doctor
I am a NYS certi�ied teacher with an EdD

in math education. Drawing on over forty years

of experience, I provide high quality

 remedial and tutorial help in all math topics

from elementary through college calculus.

Contact Dr. Robert Phelan to set up
a time for your child.

ryphelan@gmail.com • 607-343-4485
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