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College of Jewish Studies Program fall 2017:
“Divided by Victory: The Legacy of the Six-Day War”
The Six-Day War has been called “one
of the most significant events in modern
Israeli history.” As a result of the Israeli
victory, Jews were in control of Jerusalem
for the first time in 2,000 years and Israel
took control over more land than most people thought possible. However, the initial
euphoria of the victory ultimately led to
basic divisions that have fragmented Israeli
society and Diaspora Jews over a host of
concerns, including issues of land and/or
peace, and occupation and/or democracy.

The fall 2017 program of the College of
Jewish Studies will focus on aspects of the
legacy of the Six-Day War 50 years later.
The first lecture in the College of Jewish
Studies Fall program, “Divided by Victory:
The Legacy of the Six-Day War” will be
held on Thursday, October 26, when Steven
Bayme, director of the William Petschek
Contemporary Jewish Life Department of
the American Jewish Committee will speak
on “The Six-Day War Remembered 50
Years Later.” Bayme has published work

on Jewish history and contemporary Jewish
life. He has been widely cited in the media
and on three occasions has been named to
the Forward’s list of the 50 most influential
Jews in the United States.
On Thursday, November 2, Lior Libman, assistant professor and associate
director of the Center for Israel Studies
at Binghamton University will speak on
“Between the Seventh Day and ‘The Movement for Greater Israel’: The Aftermath of
1967 in the Kibbutz and Labor Movements

Sukkot across Greater Binghamton
There will be a progressive Sukkot
Community Nosh and Shmooze held on
Sunday, October 8, beginning at 2 pm. The
event is sponsored by Temple Concord,
Temple Israel, Beth David Synagogue and
Hillel at Binghamton.
“Join us as we journey from sukkah to
sukkah for discussion, food and schmoozing
in the sukkot of the three congregations,

“said organizers of the event. “Enjoy the
congregational sukkot, their decorations,
sitting in the sukkah and shaking the lulav
and etrog.”
There will be seven species (shivat
minim) noshes at each sukkah and participants will have the opportunity to
explore one of the “biblical guests” who
are invited to the sukkah each night. The

schedule for visits will be:
 2 pm – Temple Israel with Aaron
 3 pm – Beth David Synagogue with
Joseph
 3:45 pm – Temple Concord with Abraham and Sarah
The event is part of Sukkot Across
America, a program of the National Jewish
Outreach Program.

and the Significance of 1948.” Libman is
a literary scholar and cultural historian
specializing in the literature and cultural
history of the kibbutz and Socialist-Zionism. She was recently a recipient of
the Frankel Institute of Advanced Judaic
Studies faculty fellowship to work on her
project “Jews in Harness: The Socialist-Zionist Labor Movement and Hasidism.”
The final lecture in the program will be on
Thursday, November 9, when Assaf Harel
will speak on “Jewish Settlers Today: From
Religious Zionism to Religious Post-Zionism.” Harel is an assistant professor of Israel
Studies at Binghamton University. He is a
socio-cultural and visual anthropologist
who conducted ethnographic fieldwork
among Israeli settlers and Palestinians in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. His
work examines relations between Jewish
Messianism and settlement practices.
The College of Jewish Studies programs
are open to the entire community; general
admission is $8 per lecture, or $20 for all
See “Studies” on page 5

Jewish Federation International Film fest
“On the Map” on Sept. 24 “Walk on Water” on Oct. 1
By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton’s 2017 Jewish International Film
Fest will feature the film “On the Map” on
Sunday, September 24, at 7 pm at the Jewish
Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd.,
Vestal. Tickets will cost $10. To purchase
tickets in advance or for more information,
call 724-2332.
Following the screening, a discussion of
the film will be led by Joel Thirer, a professor
in the Department of Health and Wellness
Studies in the Decker School of Nursing
at Binghamton University. He received his
Ph.D. from Florida State University, and his
academic specialization is in the psychology
of sport and exercise.
A documentary written, produced and
directed by Dani Menken (“39 Pounds of
Love”), “On the Map” chronicles the story
of the Maccabi Tel Aviv’s 1977 European
Championship, a basketball tournament in
which the Israeli team overcame several
other nations’ teams as the underdog. The
victory for Israel followed a period of strife
for the nation, including the 1972 Olympic
massacre at Munich, the Yom Kippur War
in 1973 and the 1976 hijacking of an Air
France flight from Tel Aviv. “‘On the Map’
presents, through the of lens of sports, a
much broader story of how one team captured the heart of a nation amidst domestic
turmoil and the global machinations of the
Cold War,” noted filmmakers.
In order to win, Maccabi Tel Aviv had to
overcome the challenge of beating several
top teams, including teams from Spain,
Italy and the Soviet Union. In particular was
CSKA Moscow, often referred to as “Red
Army,” which in the past had continually

refused to play Israel’s team.
The Jewish Federation of Greater
Ben Kasper, a member of the Film Binghamton’s 2017 Jewish International
Selection Committee, called the film “a Film Fest will continue with the film
glorious story about
“Walk on Water,” an
overcoming enordramatic
Community members are Israeli-made
thriller, on Sunday,
mous odds. ...The
film not only captures welcome to bring their own October 1, at 7 pm, at
the recruitment and chair if they wish, and the the Jewish Communitraining of the team, Federation has offered to ty Center, 500 Clubbut also recounts
house Rd., Vestal.
the dangerous events store these chairs from film Tickets will cost $10.
confronting Israel.” to film.
To purchase tickets in
He concluded, “This
advance or for more
is an inspiring, uplifting movie about the information, call 724-2332.
heroic efforts of a people, despite the
Following the screening, a discussion of
adversity.”
the film will be led by Jonathan Karp, assoThe film has a running time of 85 min- ciate professor, History and Judaic Studies
utes, and is in English, with some Hebrew Departments, at Binghamton University.
“Walk on Water” stars Lior Ashkenazi
presented with subtitles.
See “Map” on page 11
(“Late Marriage,” “Footnote”), Knut Berger

(“The Edukators”)
and Caroline Peters,
and was directed by
Eytan Fox (“Yossi
and Jagger,” “The
Bubble”), New
York-born Israeli
director. It features
a screenplay by Gal
Uchovsky.
In the film, Ashkenazi stars as Eyal,
Jonathan Karp
a Mossad agent and
the son of Holocaust survivors. Berger and
Peters play German siblings Axel and Pia
Himmelman, who are the grandchildren of an
infamous Nazi, Alfred Himmelman. However, Pia lives on a kibbutz after falling in love
with an Israeli man, while Axel is a happy
See “Walk” on page 11

Happy High Holidays
Temple Concord Religious
School students have been
learning and preparing
for Rosh Hashanah. The
students learned about
and practiced blowing the
shofar.
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Opinion

Yom Kippur is a reminder of the awesome, and awful,
power of words

By Rabbi Joyce Newmark
(JTA) – For nearly 50 years, my father had a best friend
named Al. They grew up in the same neighborhood in
Brooklyn, and after returning from the service in World
War II, they each married and moved to the same Long
Island town and opened related businesses.
They were closer than brothers. In fact, when my brother
and I were growing up, our parents’ wills named Al and his
wife, rather than any relatives, as the people who would
become our guardians should that become necessary.
Even after my parents moved to Nevada, the two couples
remained close, speaking on the phone every week or so
and visiting back and forth every couple of years.
Almost 40 years ago, Al’s daughter was getting married and my parents were planning to travel to New York
for the wedding. One day, the two couples were on the
phone talking about the wedding. My mother had recently
undergone foot surgery and was walking around in ugly
post-surgery shoes.
“I may have to wear blue jeans and sneakers, but we’ll
be there,” she told Al’s wife.
The response: “But the wedding is formal!”
My mother was hurt. She thought the only proper response to her statement was, “We don’t care what you’re
wearing, we just want you to be there.”
Al’s wife was hurt, too. She felt that my mother had
to know how stressed she was trying to plan the perfect
wedding and shouldn’t have teased her.
Neither would apologize.
The phone calls became less frequent and my parents
began saying that traveling to New York would be expensive
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and uncomfortable – and in early September it would be
hot and humid. They decided not to attend the wedding.
Nine months later, Al was dead of lung cancer and
my father finally flew to New York to be a pallbearer at
the funeral.
Like many men of his generation, my father wasn’t
one to talk about his feelings, but from the day Al died he
insisted that when you were invited to a simcha you must
go, no matter the circumstances. Still, it was too late to
repair what had been broken.
All this hurt resulted because no one involved could
take back a few unthinking words spoken in haste.
The power of words has a very real, almost physical
presence on Yom Kippur. Look at the list of “al chets,” or
confessions, that we recite again and again on this day. We
confess our sins of using foul language, speaking falsehoods, idle chatter, slander, disrespecting our parents and
teachers, and spreading gossip. On and on; perhaps half
the sins we confess are sins of speech.
Why? Because, despite our communal confessions on
Yom Kippur, most of us are not thieves or doers of violence. We are not evil people, but sins of words are easy
to commit. We do it every day. That’s why at the end of
every Amidah we recite the prayer of Mar, son of Ravina,
“My God, keep my tongue from evil, my lips from lies,”
rather than praying “God, help me not to steal, help me
not to murder.”
The truth is, you can never take back words; you can’t
go back to the time before the words were spoken.
There’s a story about a man in a small village in
Eastern Europe who didn’t like the rabbi. No one knew

The wonder of Israel

why he didn’t like the rabbi; perhaps even he didn’t
know. But there was no doubt that he didn’t like the
rabbi. So, no matter what the rabbi did, this man had
something nasty to say about it – often and to whomever would listen.
One year, as the High Holidays approached, the man
realized that his nasty gossip was a terrible sin, so he
went to the rabbi’s office to ask for forgiveness. The
rabbi said, “Of course, I’ll forgive you, but first you
must do something for me. Go home, take your fattest
pillow up to the roof, open it up, and shake it out.”
The man thought this was odd, but he did as he was
asked. It was a windy day and the feathers from the pillow
were blown in every direction. He returned to the rabbi
and asked again for forgiveness.
The rabbi replied, “There’s one more thing. First, you
have to pick up all the feathers.”
Like feathers turned loose, words have a life of their
own. You can’t take them back and pretend they were
never said because words have power. “Taking back” only
happens in children’s games.
You can’t forget, but you can forgive.
The Torah tells us that the first luhot, the tablets of the
Ten Commandments that Moses shattered after the sin of the
Golden Calf, were made by God. The second luhot, given
after Moses persuaded God not to destroy the Israelites,
were made by Moses. God said to Moses, “Carve out two
stone tablets like the first ones.” The new ones would not
be the same because the people’s sin could not be undone
or forgotten, but God could forgive them.
See “Words” on page 9

DAVID FELDFOGEL

would lead me to AEPi, a brotherhood that has
Binghamton University student David Feldbecome like a second family.
fogel shared his experiences with Birthright and
Those connections between Hillel and AEPi
Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity at a recent Hillel of
became so strong that I actually chose to go on
Binghamton’s Friday night Shabbat. Here is a
Birthright with many of my fraternity brothers
transcript of his speech.
last summer, and we did so through Binghamton
Shabbat shalom. My name is David FeldfoHillel. Growing up attending Hebrew school,
gel, and I am a brother of the Alpha Epsilon Pi
which I’m sure most of us here tonight had
fraternity here at Binghamton and I’m also one
to do (and probably complained about, like I
of the new Birthright Fellows. Back when I was
did), we were constantly told stories about the
touring schools a few years ago, I looked at a
beauty and wonder of Israel. When I finally had
small private school, and I asked them if they
had a Hillel. Their response to me was “Hill- David Feldfogel a chance to experience it first-hand, I jumped
on my opportunity. The fact that I got to do so
WHAT?” It was at that point that I knew that I
wanted to be at a school with a large, reputable Hillel, like through Hillel, with friends who had become so close, was
Binghamton. Little did I know that Binghamton’s Hillel a stroke of luck.

That trip might have been the most memorable experience of my life so far. I got to visit a place I had been
dreaming about since I was born. But it was so much more
than that. I was able to experience the culture of Israel...
met six of the nicest and bravest Israeli soldiers... I tried
the local cuisine (FYI…it was the best hummus I’ve ever
had). I even cried at the Wailing Wall. And if I told you
those are just some of the things I experienced during my
10-day stay, it would be an understatement.
My point is: this experience changed me. It made me
feel like I was truly in touch with what it meant to be
Jewish – and I have Binghamton Hillel to thank for this
life-altering opportunity. I hope it’s a journey you’ll all
take when you’re given the chance and that chance is now!
Shabbat shalom.

In My Own Words

Floods and plagues
The ability to plan ahead is considered one of the signs
of a mature adult. It makes sense to think about ways to
improve our finances, careers or even our personal lives,
and work toward important goals. That’s how people accomplish great things in science, business and the arts. Yet,
sometimes we forget just how much is out of our control.
In fact, it usually takes a disaster to remind us.
I thought about this not only because of the hurricanes that have ravaged Texas and Florida. My recent
fiction reading included works that spoke of the plague
that decimated London in the 17th century, and the
Spanish Flu that occurred in the early part of the 20th
century and killed more people than died on the bat-
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tlefields of World War I. Then there are the disasters
that only affect a few people at a time: illnesses, car
accidents, falls – the list of possibilities could go on
for paragraphs. When we plan, we act as if we have
complete control over what occurs. To do otherwise
would leave us paralyzed – making us too afraid to act
or dream of a better future.
It seems appropriate to think about this during the High
Holidays season, the time of year we are encouraged to
recognize just how precarious life is. The intoning of “who
shall live and who shall die” can strike terror in our hearts
when someone we love is ill. It also makes us wonder
who else won’t be with us the following year; few want to
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consider that they might be the one leaving a chair empty.
This makes the holidays sound depressing, which isn’t
my intent. Somber, yes, but somber with a glimpse of
hope. In the past few years, I started thinking about how
Yom Kippur is built into our yearly cycle. Clearly, we
are not expected to be perfect if we are commanded to
atone each year. Clearly, we are given a chance to change
our paths – to correct our plans and do better. There is a
delicate balance between recognizing how much is beyond our control and taking responsibility for the things
we can control – the good deeds we can perform and the
help we can offer those in need, be it from hurricanes,
plagues or illness.
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Memorial service at Holocaust Memorial
Monument on Sept. 24

By Arieh Ullmann
Area rabbis will lead a memorial service on Sunday,
September 24, at 10:30 am, at the Holocaust Memorial
Monument in the Temple Israel Cemetery on Conklin
Avenue in Conklin.
The memorial stone – which was originally dedicated
on Sunday, November 9, 1952 – is one of the earliest
acknowledgments in the United States of the Holocaust
among survivors. It is also one of the few memorial stones
of its kind in the United States to contain the names of

loved ones lost to Nazism. Said to be “especially relevant
for today” is the fact that the memorial was dedicated not
just to victims of the Holocaust, but to victims of racism
in general.
The service will follow a tradition of holding a ceremony
at the memorial on the Sunday between Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur. After the memorial’s original dedication, the
tradition lasted for about 20 years; the tradition resumed
two years ago, following a long hiatus and Professor
Rhonda Levine’s talk about the Get Together Club at the

Shulem Deen to speak at Cornell
University on Sept. 26
Shulem Deen will return to Cornell University
on Tuesday, September 26, after his original visit
was canceled due to a March blizzard. Deen is
the author of the award-winning memoir “All
Who Go Do Not Return,” an account of growing
up in and then leaving the Skverers, considered
one of the most insular Chasidic sects in the U.S.
Deen will discuss his memoir in a lecture at 5:30
pm in Goldwin Smith Hall’s Hollis E. Cornell
Auditorium. Tickets are not required and the
public is invited to attend.
Deen is a former columnist for the Forward,
and, in 2015, was listed in the Forward 50, an
annual list of American Jews considered to play

Shulem Deen
(Photo by Pearl
Gabel)

a role in U.S. political and social issues. His articles have appeared in The New Republic, Salon,
Tablet Magazine and elsewhere. He serves as a
board member at Footsteps, www.footstepsorg.org,
a New York City-based organization that offers
assistance and support to those who have left
the ultra-Orthodox Jewish community. He lives
in New York City.
To get more information, visit jewishstudies.
cornell.edu. To read The Reporter’s review of
Deen’s book, visit http://www.thereportergroup.
org/Article.aspx?aID=3872. To read The Reporter’s interview of Deen, visit http://www.
thereportergroup.org/Article.aspx?aID=4559.

BD Sisterhood held opening meeting
Call Sue Krause to
buy or sell your house!
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Direct:
607-760-3366
L-r: Lillian Sommer, Lillian Zodikoff and JudyOffice:
Silber set up
607-772-1177
refreshments at Beth David Sisterhood’s opening
meeting, Aaron Alweis gave a talk about Rashi at Beth
4747 Vestal Parkway East
which was held on September 13. E-mail:
Sisterhood’s opening meeting on September 13.
skrause@realtyusa.com
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L’Shanah Tovah from

David

At left: Members of Beth
David Sisterhood and
guests attended the opening
meeting, Front row (l-r):
Sylvia Diamond, Kathy
Shelly, Toby Kohn and
Harold Kohn. Second row:
Marlene Serkin, Merri PellPreus, Rhonda Levine, Susan
Hubal, Marcy Yonaty, Lillian
Sommer, Miriam Alweis and
Judy Silber. Back row: Rita
Shawn, Aaron Alweis and
Dick Lewis.
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Early deadlines
for The Reporter

Due to holiday closings, the deadlines for the following upcoming issues of The Reporter are as follows.
No exceptions will be made.
Issue......................................................... Deadline
Friday, September 29........... Friday, September 15
Friday, October 6......... Wednesday, September 27
Friday, October 13...................Monday, October 2
Friday, October 20...................Monday, October 9
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Real Estate Broker

Federation’s Super Sunday.
The club was a social and
philanthropic group formed
in 1948 by 13 German Jewish women – mainly rural
women and wives of cattle
dealers – who had resettled
in the Southern Tier after
fleeing Nazi Germany.
The placement of a
memorial stone was considered to be the “most ambitious” project of the Get
Together Club. More than
250 names were inscribed
The Holocaust Memorial and placed in a copper box
Monument in the Temple that was buried at the foot
Israel Cemetery on Conklin of the monument. It listed
Avenue in Conklin.
the names of individuals
who had perished without a
marked grave. They were remembered by prayers recited
at the unveiling of the monument by the rabbis, followed
by one of the survivors reading the names written on
the scrolls. A digital copy of the original list of names
buried in the copper box at the foot of the monument
is available online on the Jewish Federation’s website,
www.jfgb.org/jfed743/.
Community members and third-generation students have
been invited to submit names of loved ones who died during
the Holocaust and who have no grave marker to be added to
the list. Instructions are given on the Federation’s website.
Arieh Ullmann is chairman of the Federation Community
Relations Committee.

Werner, Murray Jon
Age 76, of Elmira, NY,
passed away suddenly
and
unexpectedly
on
Wednesday, August 9,
2017, at his home after a
round of golf, a game he loved. He was born
on December 14, 1940 in Binghamton, NY,
son of Dr. Irving and Freda Werner. Murray is
survived by his loving wife of 48 years, Annie;
his two brothers, Richard and Donald, sistersin-law, Gene and Lynn; his two sons, Dean
and Ben, and his daughter-in-law, Cherie; his
three grandchildren, Eryn, Jacob, and Nathan
and many nieces and nephews. Murray
practiced as an Ophthalmologist for 35 years.
He received his medical degree from The Free
University of Brussels, where he met his wife
and fell in love. They moved back to the States
with their growing family in 1974. Murray was
a member of Congregation Kol Ami, a former
board member of both Temple B’Nai Israel and
the Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes and
served on several committees of Arnot Health.
Murray enjoyed spending time with his family
and many friends. He greatly enjoyed golfing,
astronomy, photography, driving and traveling
with his love Annie, whether to their cottage
on Seneca Lake for the weekend or back to
Europe to visit friends and family. Murray was
constantly on the search for more knowledge
and always ready with a helping hand or a
joke for others. FUNERAL SERVICES WERE
HELD IN CONGREGATION KOL AMI.
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Off the Shelf

Passion and ink

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

The passion for writing, the ecstasy of knowledge,
the joy of learning – the sheer pleasure of thought and
understanding underlies scholarly research. Whether it’s
scientists unlocking the codes of biology, archeologists
discovering secrets of the past, historians reading words
hidden for centuries or philosophers searching for truth
and meaning – this intellectual work creates an emotional
experience unlike any other. Yet, the path of discovery is not

Shuls of Grandeur on the
Lower East Side

The Lower East Side Jewish Conservancy
will hold a Shuls of Grandeur on the Lower
East Side on Monday, October 9, beginning at
10:45 am. The tour will include two synagogues remaining
on the Lower East Side today. It will begin at Bialystoker
Synagogue, the largest active Orthodox congregation on
the Lower East Side today, which is covered in murals
and showcases Tiffany inspired glass windows, and end
at The Museum at Eldridge Street, which is located in the
1887 Eldridge Street Synagogue.
Walkers will meet in front of Bialystoker Synagogue,
7-11 Willett/Bialystoker Place (between Grand and Delancy
St.). The cost is $24. There is an additional $2 charge the
day of tour. For more information or to register, visit www.
nycjewishtours.org/ or call 212-374-4100.

Exhibit on Eichmann capture, trial

The Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to
the Holocaust is holding the exhibit “Operation Finale: The
Capture and Trial of Adolf Eichmann” through December
22. The exhibit includes recently declassified artifacts and
immersive multimedia presentations that reveal the secret
history behind the capture, extradition and trial Eichmann,
who has been called “one of the world’s most notorious
war criminals.” It explores the story of Eichmann’s life in
Argentina, living under the name Ricardo Klement, until
he was discovered by a Holocaust survivor and captured by
Israeli agents. For more information, visit http://mjhnyc.org
or contact the museum at 646-437-4202 or info@mjhnyc.org.

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Springfield, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
7/28/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
TLC (Tiny Little Castles) Homes and
Rentals, LLC, Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on 7/26/17. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated LLC agent upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date
of dissolution: None.
______________________
SHAIBAN LLC Article of Organization
filed with the SSNY on 08/10/2017.
Office Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process agent against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 708 Pickwick
Dr, Vestal, NY 13850.Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
______________________
MNADEEM LLC Article of
Organization filed with the SSNY on
08/14/2017. Office Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process agent
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the LLC,
708 Pickwick Dr, Vestal, NY 13850.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
_______________________
J & J ENTERPRISES OF
ENDICOTT, LLC NOTICE OF
FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

equally open to all. In the past, women were often forbidden
to read, write or study. Even today, women may still feel
forced to choose between a scholarly career or having a
family. Rachel Kadish’s brilliant novel “The Weight of Ink”
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) focuses on the lives of two
women and one man as they balance their desire to learn
with the possibility of earthly love. By looking at life in
London during the 17th century and contemporary times,
Kadish shows how the desires and contradictions of the
human heart have not changed over the years.
The impetus for the novel is the discovery of old papers
hidden in the house of a former student of Helen Watt, a
professor of Jewish history. Helen is nearing the end of her
career and feels dissatisfied with what she has accomplished.
The papers are her last hope for an important discovery, but
she needs help due to an illness she’s kept hidden from her
colleagues. That help comes from an American graduate
student, Aaron Levy, whose research for his dissertation
has hit a dead end. The two clash: Aaron finds Helen cold
and can’t help but wonder why the non-Jewish scholar
specializes in Jewish history. Helen finds Aaron impatient
and unprofessional. However, their differences matter less
when they realize the papers may contain information
about an unknown chapter of British Jewish history. This
discovery forces Helen to revisit an earlier part of her own
life – compelling her to understand what really occurred.
As for Aaron, he faces a crisis of his own between work
and love – one that makes him consider his own legacy.
The history they discover is outlined in the sections of
the novel that take place in the 17th century. Ester Velasquez
is an orphan from Amsterdam who was sent to London in
the care of Rabbi Moseh HaCoen Mendes. Mendes is blind
and, since Ester can read and write in several languages,
she serves as his scribe. Ester burns with a desire for
knowledge, but unfortunately, it’s considered unseemly
for Jewish women to study. The only suitable occupations
are wife or servant – both of which would leave her little
to no free time to pursue her interests. Plus, Jewish life in
England is precarious. The Jewish community is new to
the country and tries not to draw attention to itself. Men
and women try to fit in – dressing like their fellow Britains and not strictly following Jewish law. When Ester is
drawn into intrigue by the daughter of a rich supporter of
the rabbi, she’s forced to make even more difficult choices
about her own future.
Kadish does a wonderful job describing the characters’
feelings and emotions. For example, after facing yet another

hardship, Ester notes that “only a single desire remained
to her: To be amid [the rabbi’s] books. To hear the quiet
scratch of quill on paper. To find, amid these consolations,
some slim filament that had once been hers, and to follow
it to its unseen destination.” When asked to choose a more
traditional life path, Ester considers her situation. She notes
that “nature gave a woman not only body but also intelligence, and a wish to employ it. Was it then predetermined
that one side of Ester’s nature must suffocate the other?
If two of God’s creations were opposed, must it be that
God decided in advance that one was more perfect and
therefore must be victorious? Did God determine before
each storm that either the wind or the oak tree must prevail,
one being more dear to Him?” This leads to a troubling,
but promising, thought: “Perhaps... the storm itself is God.
And God was only the endless tumult of life proving new
truths and eradicating old.”
This heretical thought helps Ester choose her life path.
When her thoughts and ideas are discovered in the 21st
century, they have a profound impact on Helen and Aaron.
As they race to translate the papers before another scholar
can publish the material, the two look for clues to prove
that the scribe they’re reading was really a woman – an idea
other historians might dismiss. This discovery shows why
they both became fascinated with history in the first place.
For example, Aaron loves “cracking the spines of history
books... to learn the deaths of entire worlds, the sowing or
defeat of ideas, millions of lives rising and falling in the surf
of time... all filling Aaron with awe and fear, and a kind of
excitement.” Even the cold, seemingly emotionless Helen
is moved by history, by the idea of “picking up each piece
of evidence, retrieving the neglected minutiae of long-ago
lives. Reconstituting a vessel shattered by a violent hand.”
The beauty of “The Weight of Ink” is that all three
main characters share similar hopes and fears. They fear
connection and pain; at the same time, they long to open
their hearts to those they love. What’s amazing is that
Kadish manages to make the stories of Helen, Ester and
Aaron equally interesting. Then there is the intriguing
intellectual puzzle that underlies the plot, whose solution
is only revealed in the book’s final pages. The novel is best
read slowly, though, in order to savor its prose and insights.
By its concluding pages, there did come an impulse to
read more quickly to discover the final secret, but, even
then, it was impossible to skip a phrase or sentence. “The
Weight of Ink” ranks as one of the best novels – Jewish
or non-Jewish – of the year.

LEGAL NOTICE
Articles of Organization of J & J
Enterprises of Endicott, LLC filed with
the NYS Secretary of State (NYSS) on
5/15/2017. Office of LLC is in Broome
County. NYSS designated as agent for
service of process against it. NYSS
shall mail process to 210 N. Nanticoke
Avenue, Endicott, New York 13760.
Business purpose: any lawful activity.
_______________________
Notice of Formation of Cozy Acres,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 08/04/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
8 Winding Hollow Dr., Oak Ridge, NJ
07438. Purpose: any lawful activities.
_______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: kellicarrfitness, LLC (the
“Company”). The date of filing of
the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was August 22, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
_______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Stockholm’s
Barber Shop, LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles

of Organization with the
Secretary of State is August 23,
2017.
3.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of
any process against the LLC
served upon him or her is: 87
Broad Ave., Binghamton, NY
13904.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________

be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

2.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Silver
Linings Golden Memory Care
LLC.
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is September
6, 2017.

5.

Notice of For mation of MK
Binghamton Realty, LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 08/21/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY
13850. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Normal, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
8/21/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may

To place a
legal notice,
please contact
Bonnie Rozen at
724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

3.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 548
Fredericks Road, Johnson City,
NY 13790.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Howard Motor Company LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on 7/14/17,
Off. Loc. Broome Co. SSNY Desig. as
agent upon whom process may be
served, SSNY shall mail service of
process to the LLC @ 164 Montrose
Dr. Conklin, NY 13748. Purpose: any
lawful purpose.
______________________
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a
license, Number Pending, for Beer,

Liquor, Wine & Cider has been
applied for by the undersigned to sell
Beer, Liquor, Wine & Cider at retail
in a Restaurant under the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Law at 124 Broad
Ave., 1st Floor, Binghamton, NY.
Broome County, for on premises
consumption. The Lounge LLC.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Newman
Morgan Ithaca, LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/06/17. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 300 Plaza Dr.,
Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Sommerville
Marketing, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
08/23/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 18 East Country Gate
Pl., Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: Midstate Recycling, LLC (the
“Company”). The date of filing of
the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was May 4, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton,
NY 13901. The purpose of the
business of the Company is any
lawful business purpose.
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Cornell and Israel’s Technion institute open
high-tech campus in NYC
By Josefin Dolsten
NEW YORK (JTA) – A high-tech teaching and research
center born of a collaboration between Cornell University
and the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology inaugurated
its newly built campus on Roosevelt Island. More than 500
people were present for the September 13 inauguration of
Cornell Tech and the Jacobs Technion-Cornell Institute,
including New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, former Mayor Michael Bloomberg,
Cornell University President Martha Pollack and Technion
Institute President Peretz Lavie.
“Today we take a bold step in the tech arena with the
opening of this campus,” Cuomo said prior to the ribbon-cutting ceremony. “It’s ambitious – it was almost an
audacious dream when we started.”
De Blasio joked, addressing the Technion president,
“In New York, Peretz, we would say this is a mitzvah.”
Bloomberg, who conceived of the $2 billion project
when he was mayor and donated $100 million to it, said
Cornell Tech would help re-establish New York as a technological center. “In many ways, this project helps bring
New York City back to the future,” he said, citing various
technological features of the campus, such as the goal to
make the main academic center one of the largest net-zero
energy buildings in the world.
In 2010, Bloomberg invited top universities to submit
pitches to build the campus. The winners would receive
both funding and land on Roosevelt Island, a two-mile
long island on the East River. In 2011, the city declared
Cornell and the Technion winners, and the project opened
the following year, operating out of a temporary location
in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood. Cornell Tech will
offer master’s and doctoral programs in fields related to
technology, computer science and engineering.
De Blasio echoed Cuomo’s vision of the campus, which
he said, “says to people that we will be forever a global
center of technology and innovation.”
Lavie recalled thinking the Israeli institute had a slim
chance of winning the bid. “Since we have such a slim
chance of winning – be wild,” he recalled telling Technion
staff. “Use your imagination, think outside the box.”
Lavie referenced Cornell University’s founder in showing how Israeli startup culture plays into Cornell Tech’s

technology focus. “With this campus, Cornell
and Technion are making a clear statement:
practical knowledge, to paraphrase Ezra Cornell,
is not inferior nor second to basic knowledge,”
he said. “They are the sides of the same coin.
This concept is part of the Technion’s DNA
and more broadly the state of Israel, which is
known as startup nation.”

At right: The Cornell Tech campus is located
on New York’s Roosevelt Island. (Photo by
Iwan Baan)
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Studies

Continued from page 1
three lectures; senior admission is $5 per lecture, or $12
for all three lectures. Binghamton University students are
welcome to attend with no charge. Individual sponsorship
is available and donations are always welcomed. Individual
sponsorship of $100 includes admission to both fall and
spring programs. All lectures will begin at 7:30 pm and
will be held at the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
The College of Jewish Studies provides opportunities for
adult Jewish education for the Broome County community
by offering fall and spring programs. Drawing on local
resources, and inviting scholars and experts from a range
of universities and cultural and religious institutions, CJS
sponsors a wide array of programs dealing with Jewish
history, culture, religion and politics.
The College of Jewish Studies, founded in 1986, is
an informal coalition between the Judaic Studies Department of Binghamton University and several area
Jewish sponsoring institutions, including the Jewish
Community Center, the Jewish Federation of Greater
Binghamton, Beth David Synagogue, Temple Concord
and Temple Israel. Programming for CJS would not be
possible without the additional financial support of the
Jacob and Rose Olum Foundation, the B’nai B’rith Lectureship Fund, the Victor and Esther Rozen Foundation,
an endowment fund from the former Temple Beth El of
Endicott, a grant from the JoyVel Charitable Fund and
the donations of individual sponsors.
Anyone who is not already a sponsor is asked to consider
becoming an individual sponsor so that CJS can continue
bringing programs to the community. For more information on how to become an individual sponsor or to make a
donation, e-mail CJS at bingcjs@gmail.com. The College
of Jewish Studies is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
For more information on the College of Jewish Studies
and its programs, visit to www.bingcjs.org and www.
facebook.com/bingcjs.
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Federation’s Film Fest held opening dinner

Cooks gathered on September 8 in the Jewish Community Center kitchen to prepare
the dairy meal that opened the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton’s Film Fest.

People had an opportunity to catch up with friends after the summer at the September
10 dinner before the first film shown at the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton’s
Film Fest.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton’s Film Fest opening night dinner took
place on September 10. Diners lined up for the buffet meal.

Diners enjoyed the dairy meal and chatting with friends at Jewish Federation of Greater
Binghamton’s Film Fest’s opening dinner.
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A Yom Kippur tradition in Amsterdam dates back to the
invention of electricity
By Cnaan Liphshiz
AMSTERDAM (JTA) – As one of Europe’s oldest and most impressive Jewish
buildings, Amsterdam’s Portuguese Synagogue is known far and wide for its majestic
beauty. Built in 1675 for the descendants
of Jews who fled religious persecution on
the Iberian Peninsula, the Portuguese Synagogue today sees some 200,000 tourists annually. Inside its vast sanctuary, a Torah ark
made of Brazilian Jacaranda wood towers
over 17th-century furniture and a multitude
of low-hanging golden chandeliers hang
among 12 stone pillars.
Its architect is said to have drawn inspiration from Solomon’s Temple, and the synagogue would be Europe’s largest and most
ornate, according to historians. While the
Portuguese Synagogue was later eclipsed
by even larger and “more magnificent”
shuls – like the one on Dohany Street in
Budapest – the Amsterdam building remains
a “spectacular sight” on any day of the year.
Yet most of the synagogue’s visitors are
not around on the day when its beauty shines
brightest: Yom Kippur. On the holiest day
of the Jewish calendar, the hall is packed
to capacity as worshippers pray by the light
of hundreds of candles – a tradition that
dates back to the invention of electricity
– accompanied by cantorial melodies that
resemble operas.
“It’s one of European Jewry’s most
profound and beautiful sights,” according
to Esther Voet, a regular visitor to the
synagogue and the editor-in-chief of the
Dutch-Jewish Niw Weekly. On Yom Kippur, entering the candlelit synagogue “has
a cleansing effect – which is what Yom
Kippur is all about,” she said.
It’s also like “stepping into a time machine,” she added. “You feel that you are a
link in a very long chain of Jewish tradition.”
Few congregants experience this intergenerational dimension more than Ronit
Palache, whose ancestors were among the
early leaders of the synagogue. “Coming
there means being a part of history, and
it’s my history,” said Palache, whose

Concertgoers enjoyed jazz music at Amsterdam’s Portuguese Synagogue on August
17. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
great-great-grandfather was a chief rabbi
of the Portuguese Jewish community.
But you don’t need a personal connection
to appreciate the historical dimensions of
Yom Kippur services at the synagogue,
according to Bart Wallet, a University of
Amsterdam historian and author of the book
“History of Jews in the Netherlands,” which
was published in Dutch this year. “There is
growing interest in attending on Yom Kippur
and, in response, the community only a few
years ago started assigning pre-ordered
tickets,” he said.
Some Jews, including Lipika Pelham,
a London-based author and journalist with
Indian roots, travel with their families especially to attend the Yom Kippur service
here. Tickets cost just $22, but need to be
ordered well in advance.
On Yom Kippur, the service is essentially
conducted by the community’s men, who
are seated around the bima, or pulpit, in the
central section of the main hall. Male guests
sit in pews surrounding the central section.
Women sit upstairs, in the women’s section,
“where we struggle to follow the reading of
the text below, which is not easy because
of the acoustics,” Voet said.
Still, while it may be less than ideal for

reading prayers, the acoustics at the Portuguese Synagogue work beautifully for
musicians and singers – something that was
key to the synagogue board’s decision 10
years ago to host occasional concerts here.
During those events, non-Jewish audiences
can get a taste of the Yom Kippur atmosphere
because all the candles are lit.
The candles are illuminated as well when
important dignitaries visit, including Dutch
royals and world leaders such as Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and
the late President Shimon Peres.
On Yom Kippur, the men of the community put on the traditional Portuguese
Jewish top hats, an article worn by Jews
who immigrated here from Portugal, Spain
and their colonies when they adopted the
church’s anti-Jewish Inquisition as policy. The wood used for the Torah ark was
brought from Recife by Jews who fled the
Brazilian city for Amsterdam. Flanking
the ark are two 16th-century sofas from
the Middle East. “The interior makes for
a very cosmopolitan mix,” Wallet said.
“You have artifacts from many corners
of the world.”
Nowhere else in 17th-century Europe
were Jews allowed to build a synagogue
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quite as large and impressive as the Portuguese Synagogue, Wallet added, which
makes the building a testament also to the
relative tolerance that Jews had enjoyed in
the Netherlands for centuries, before the
Nazis and local collaborators nearly wiped
out the community.
With so much history in view, folklore
inevitably grew around almost every aspect
of the synagogue – even the fine sand that
is strewn on its floor, which some believe
is a reference to the desert that the ancient
Hebrews crossed on their way to Canaan.
In truth, though, the use of sand on wooden
floor was a common cleaning and maintenance method in the 17th century that has
disappeared almost everywhere else.
The Yom Kippur service also features
prayers by Santo Servicio, the synagogue’s
resident choir, which curates the tunes that
have evolved here over the centuries. Sung
in Hebrew in the Portuguese inflection,
the tunes are melodic because they were
composed in the 16th and 17th centuries to
please the ear and compete with Christian
choirs, Wallet said.
It was part of a broader effort by community leaders to rehabilitate and preserve in
Amsterdam what the Inquisition destroyed
in Iberia. That effort is also evidenced in
the thousands of manuscripts of the Ets
Haim Jewish library, the oldest institution
of its kind still in operation, which is part
of the Portuguese Synagogue compound.
“You can see in the books their enthusiasm
about being able to reconnect with their
Jewish traditions openly and resume the
study of it,” said Ruth Peeters, a senior
cataloger at the library.
The library’s central role in the daily life
of synagoguegoers is evident in the name
that locals use for this house of worship:
Esnoga – a mashup of the Portuguese-language words for school, “escola,” and
synagogue, “sinagoga.”
At times, enthusiasm led astray worshippers and even the community leaders.
Around the time the synagogue was built,
See “Tradition” on page 9
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For secular Israeli teens, the eve of Yom Kippur is a night
of forbidden love
By Andrew Tobin
for romance. Like most of the country,
SHOHAM, Israel (JTA) – Ely Cohen
Cohen’s hometown, Shoham, near Ben
topped off his all-white outfit with a
Gurion Airport, shuts down for Yom
few spritzes of cologne. At sundown,
Kippur, when Jews traditionally fast
the start of Yom Kippur, such “anointand repent for their sins of the past year.
ments” would no longer be kosher, and
Businesses shutter, the streets clear of
he wanted to be ready for the big night.
cars, radio and TV cease broadcasts.
He had just started dating a girl at his
Even many secular Jews, who constihigh school, and they had plans to meet
tute the majority in Shoham, as well as
up. “We agreed to find each other in the
about 40 percent of all Israelis, attend
roundabout, where everyone goes after
Kol Nidre services.
synagogue,” he said.
Afterward, people pour out of
The high school sweethearts – along
synagogue and into the empty streets.
with many of their peers – met up in the
Keeping with tradition, many are weartraffic circle. But Cohen, 18, and Yuval
ing white from head to toe. Teenagers,
Sadaka, 17, snuck into the high school
mostly from the secular high school here
gym for a make-out session. That night,
but also from the Religious Zionist one,
the evening of Yom Kippur, turned out to Yuval Sadaka, right, with Ely Cohen. tend to stay out late, walking or biking
be a turning point in their relationship, (Photo by Sadaka)
around town. As a bonus, sleeping late
both Cohen and Sadaka said. A year later,
the next day makes the fast easier.
they are inseparable.
In Shoham, the main meeting place is a traffic circle in
To most American Jews, the notion of kindling romance the center of town. Hundreds of teenagers gather in a mass
on the Day of Atonement is akin to mixing oil and water of white, with many sprawled out on pillows and blankets
– you can, but you probably shouldn’t. But across Israel, in the grass. Some play backgammon or board games. In
it’s tradition for communities to gather on the streets after public, hardly anyone violates the religious ban on eating
the Yom Kippur evening service, Kol Nidre. Israelis of all or smoking; smartphones are left at home, or at least in
ages and stripes gather outdoors, chatting, enjoying the a pocket. Public displays of affection are also generally
quiet of a night on which there is little or no traffic and, if avoided in keeping with the talmudic prohibition against
they are young or single, flirting.
sexual relations.
It is a custom especially beloved among Israeli teens.
Yet, according to Cohen – who is secular, but observes
Despite the holiday’s somber character – and the scriptural many Yom Kippur customs – the holiday is known to launch
prohibition of sex during the 25 hours of Yom Kippur – many plenty of relationships. After all, everyone is dressed up
look forward to Judaism’s holiest day as an opportunity and on their best behavior. No adults are around, and there
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Israelis on Yom Kippur enjoyed the Dentistry
Tel Aviv beach on
September 4, 2014. (Photo by Danielle Shitrit/Flash 90)
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Sadaka had a simpler explanation: “Girls like Yom
Kippur because the boys act nice for once,” she said.
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282 Riverside Dr., Johnson City, NY 13790

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
• Weight Management
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional Supplements!
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Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Caring for a loved one who’s living with Alzheimer’s or
dementia doesn’t have to be done alone. Understanding
lives here every day.

Brookdale Vestal West
A Brookdale Managed Community

Enhanced Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
421 Plaza Drive | Vestal, NY 13850
Bringing New Life to Senior Living®

To learn more, call
(607) 771-1700
©2017 Brookdale Senior Living, Inc. All rights reserved.
BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and BRINGING NEW
LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are the registered trademarks of
Brookdale Senior Living, Inc.

brookdale.com

Binghamton
Gastroenterology
Associates, P.C.
Leslie Bank, M.D.
Amine Hila, M.D.
Ali Marhaba, M.D.
Amanke Oranu, M.D.
Atif Saleem, M.D.
Gregory P. Scagnelli, M.D.
Mark V. Shumeyko, M.D.
Martha E. Langhorne, FNP-BC • Alissa J. Strojny FNC-BC • Michele Traverse, FNP-BC

607-772-0639 • 40 Mitchell Ave., Binghamton, NY 13903
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Cello goddess Maya Beiser wants classical music
to rock like Janis Joplin

By Gabe Friedman
NEW YORK (JTA) – There’s a small music room in
the basement of cellist Maya Beiser’s large, kempt house
in the leafy Riverdale section of the Bronx. It’s pretty
spare – a few cellos, some basic recording equipment and
posters from past concerts. Against one wall, though, rests a
cherry red Gibson SG guitar, the kind made famous by AC/
DC guitarist Angus Young. Beiser – a tall, auburn-haired
Israeli-American – smiles when asked about it. “I play
around with it sometimes,” she said.
She also owns several foot pedals, which alter and distort
the sound of her cellos, but those are housed in a different
space upstate, she explains. Most cellists – most classical
musicians, for that matter – don’t experiment with guitars
and distortion pedals. But Beiser isn’t your typical cellist,
even if she’s had a successful 30-year career playing classical music. She has performed solo at the world’s “most
prestigious” venues and as a featured soloist on scores in
some M. Night Shyamalan films.
On top of all that, she is known as one of the “most
inventive” cello players in the avant-garde music world.
Minimalist composer Steve Reich wrote his only solo cello
piece specifically for her in 2003. In 2014, Beiser released
an album of covers of classic rock songs by the likes of
Jimi Hendrix, Led Zeppelin and Nirvana, all arranged
for cello. She has collaborated multiple times with Philip
Glass and Brian Eno. This year, she has taken an orchestral
arrangement of David Bowie’s final album, “Blackstar,”
on tour in the U.S. and Europe.
When Beiser performs, she usually favors an eye-catching high-fashion look – think part Anna Wintour, part
‘80s-era Madonna, usually with a pair of extremely high
heels. Her Twitter handle is @CelloGoddess. Yet despite
her accomplishments, as the 52-year-old Beiser prepares
to release her 10th solo album early next year, she is not a
household name like fellow Israeli virtuosos Itzhak Perlman
or Pinchas Zukerman.
Asked if her decision to pursue experimental music is
the reason, she gets a focused look in her eyes and immediately answers: “It is.”
Beiser has been a self-described bucker of trends since
her childhood in Gazit, an arts-focused kibbutz in Israel’s
southern Galilee region. Locals suggested that she play the
violin, as it was a common instrument in the community.
“Nobody played the cello,” she said. “The thing about the
kibbutz is that you kind of had to do what everybody else
does, and I was a rebel and I wanted to do my own thing.”
Jewish violinist Isaac Stern quickly discovered her during
one of his trips to Israel through the America-Israel Cul-

Words

Continued from page 2
Rabbinic tradition holds that the second tablets were
given on Yom Kippur as a sign that God forgives and
that people must forgive. Forgive doesn’t mean forget,
but it is possible to gather the broken pieces and build a
new relationship.
The rabbis teach that both the second set of tablets and
the broken pieces of the first were placed together in the
Holy Ark. Why? To teach us that just as the second tablets
could be broken as easily as the first, relationships are
Newmark
generic
2012our tongues. Moreover, even if
fragile,
so we
must guard
a break occurs, the relationship can be repaired. It won’t
be exactly the same, but a break should not be permitted
to last forever.
And most important, the time to do something about
broken relationships is now and not next year or someday.
Nothing is more precious than love and friendship. Because
words have power, not only to hurt but to heal.
Rabbi Joyce Newmark of Teaneck, NJ, is a former
religious leader of congregations in Leonia, NJ, and
Lancaster, PA.
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Also, Beiser began to tire of classical training, which
dictated how every single note of a piece of music should
be played.
“I don’t thinkGreetings
art is about perfection,”
Passover
from she said.
“I don’t think perfection is interesting at all. I can go on
HOWARD
J. WARNER,
D.D.S.,and
F.A.G.D.
Ableton Live [the
music software
platform]
make a
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really good cello that can play a lot faster than me and a lot
more accurate than
me. But
who cares? It’s not interesting.
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When BeiserTelephone
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– having not heard much else besides the classical music from her cello lessons and what
Office Hours By Appoinment
Now accepting new patients

Rosh Hashanah Greetings from

was played in the kibbutz bubble – her boyfriend played
her a Janis Joplin album. The Texas-born rock singer’s
“raw expression,” as Beiser once put it, blew her mind.
Since then, Beiser says, she has tried to play cello the way
Joplin sings.
“Classical training teaches you how to play... but what
if I want to play it the complete opposite way?” she said.
“At some point if you’re actually going to become an artist,
as opposed to a student, then you have to start creating
your own way.”
Beiser served in the Israeli military and studied music
at Yale before moving to New York City. She became a
key player in the creation of the contemporary avant-garde
collectiveWe
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Lang
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by the 9/11 attacks, but is based on Judaism’s concept of
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its liberal principles felt small and restrictive. Once here,
See “Cello” on page 11

If you are unable to attend,
stop by at one of our weekly
open interviews every Thursday from
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to jpapucci@absolutcare.com
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Family Dentistry
44 FRANCIS STREET
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Telephone (607)775-3334
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Office Hours By Appoinment
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resident-centered organized employees.
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Office Hours By Appoinment
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Tradition

Continued from page 7
the community was split between followers and opponents
of Shabbetai Zevi, the Turkey-born Jewish eccentric who
divided the Jewish world with his claim that he was the
Messiah before his conversion under duress to Islam in
1666. Even this community’s founding father and rabbi
for 40 years, Isaac Aboab da Fonseca, for a while was a
follower of the man who would be known as the “false
messiah.” Wallet said the debate on the issue was “a crisis for the community,” but was largely purged from its
official records.
But the community’s ultimate test came in 1940, when
Nazi Germany invaded the Netherlands, initiating racist
policies that ended with the murder of 75 percent of the
Netherlands’ Jewish population of 140,000. The Portuguese
Synagogue was sealed, its library and treasures looted.
But while Amsterdam’s Ashkenazi synagogue was
gutted, the Portuguese Synagogue remained essentially
unharmed. “I think they didn’t quote know what to do
with it,” Wallet said. “Ultimately even they didn’t dare
destroy it.”

Newmark Chanukah 2011

2011at www.thereportergroup.org
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Job Fair
every Thursday
from 10am - 5pm
We offer a variety of
health insurance programs,
vacation, sick and personal time
including weekly pay.
Please see our web site at
www. absolutecare.com
for more information
and to apply online.
You may also stop in and
complete an application and
have an on-the-spot interview.
Accepting New Residents
24 Hours A Day | 7 Days A Week

Please call

Phone(607) 754-2705
Fax 754-2610
301 Nantucket Dr.,
Endicott, NY 13760

www.absolutcare.com
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Weekly Parasha
Haazinu (Shabbat Shuvah), Deut. 32:1-52
Last spring, I taught a course in biblical Hebrew.
The students were diligent, inquisitive and motivated
in class, but one didn’t hand in his work. I reminded.
I cajoled. Finally, on the last day of class, I actually
chased the students down a flight of stairs and begged
him to apply to the dean for an incomplete. This would
give him time to get the work in and prevent him from
failing – something neither of us wanted! Nothing
arrived the first month, so I sent an encouraging note.
Nothing arrived the second month. One day before the
deadline, the student e-mailed all his assignments. I was
overjoyed! I breezed through the corrections, awarded
the far-from-failing grade and praised the student for
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God grants us time to apologize to those we’ve
wronged RABBI PEG KERSHENBAUM, CONGREGATION B’NAI HARIM OF THE POCONOS
getting everything together, even at the last second.
Teachers want students to succeed.
The haftarah from Shabbat Shuvah, the Sabbath that
always falls between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
traces the extension that God has granted us to get our work
done. Three prophets – Hosea, Micah and Joel – weigh in
on the positive results awaiting us if only we turn in the
work, if only we come back to our true relationship with
God. Their words come as we struggle to make amends with
one another and as we gear up to make amends with God.
Difficult as it is to express our mistakes to those humans
we’ve hurt, at least we see the results of our apologies or
admissions of error or guilt. Family or friends or co-work-

ers or other associates will either act surprised (what you
thought was a big deal, they didn’t even notice!) or embrace
you again as you both begin to improve (your admission
may bring their willingness to share the problem!) or reject
your approach (well, you tried... now try twice more to
make sure). But how do we know where we stand in our
relationship with God?
The words of this week’s haftarah reassure us that God
will be overjoyed, reward us and praise us and love us. But
we have to hand in the work. Now.
G’mar chatimah tovah. May you end up with the
knowledge that you are once again in harmony with God
and with humans.

Congregational Notes
Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Tuesday and Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday,
9:30 am.

On Saturday, September 23, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah
portion will be Deuteronomy 32:1-52. The haftarah will
be Joel 2:15-27. Kiddush sponsor will be Debbie Schepis.
The temple office will be closed Thursday-Friday,
October 5-6; Monday, October 9; and Thursday-Friday,
October 12-13, for the holidays.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs:This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

On Friday, September 22, Rosh Hashanah II services will
be held at 9:30 am; the shofar will be sounded at approx.11:30
am. All services will be held at the Chabad Center and are
open free of charge to all members of the Jewish community.
All services will be followed by dinners. To attend any of
the dinners, call 797-0015 to make a reservation.
On Friday, September 29, erev Yom Kippur, the Kol
Nidre evening service will be held at 6:15 pm in the C-4
Multi Purpose Room (Newing/Dickinson College) at
BU. Services are open free of charge to all members of
the Jewish community.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a
national association with over 30 member communities and
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed; Thurs.
9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, September 22................................................6:45 pm
Shabbat, September 23.................................................9 am
......................................................... Mincha/Maariv 6:14 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., September 24..................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., September 25-28......................................6:50 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Fri., September 25-28.......................................6:35 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

On Friday September 22, Rosh Hashanah II, danish, drinks
and Judaic study will be held at 9 am, followed by Shacharit;
Torah service, study and discussion at 10:30 am; shofar blowing and Musaf service at 11:30 am; and kiddush at 12:30 pm.
On Sunday, September 24, there will be cemetery visits
– time TBA.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Yom Kippur services, including Kol Nidre, will be held
on Friday, September 29, at 6:30 pm. Morning services on
Saturday, September 30, at 9:30 am, will include a rabbi’s
talk and Yizkor (memorial service). Mincha, Martyrology
and Neilah will be held at 4 pm, followed at 6:30 pm by
Havdalah and a shofar blast.

For a list of High Holiday schedules provided to The
Reporter, see page 6 of the September 8-14 issue, online
at www.thereportergroup.org/Resources/Website/file/
Current-Past-Issues/r1736.pdf.
Friday, September 22, light candles.................... 6:42 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 23................. 7:41 pm
Friday, September 29, light candles.................... 6:30 pm
Shabbat/yom tov ends Saturday, September 30.....7:29 pm
Wednesday, October 4, light candles................... 6:21 pm
Thursday, October 5, light candles after............. 7:20 pm
Friday, October 6, light candles.......................... 6:18 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, October 7...................... 7:17 pm

Temple Concord

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, September 22, at the earlier time of 7:30
pm, there will be Shabbat Shuvah services with Rabbi
Barbara Goldman-Wartell and the Blackwell family.
On Saturday, September 23, at 9 am, there will be
religious school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat family services.
On Friday, September 29, a Kol Nidre service will
be held at 7:45 pm.
On Saturday, September 30, the morning service will
begin at 9:30 am. At 1:15 pm, there will be a discussion
period with Professor Lisa Tessman speaking about “Unavoidable moral wrongdoing.” At 3:15 pm, there will be
meditative music. At 4 pm, there will be a Yizkor Memorial
Service. At 4:45 pm, an afternoon service will be held with
a Neilah service beginning at 5:45 pm. After Havdalah at
6:30 pm, there will be a congregational break fast.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on
Sundays and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and
Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah
(eighth-grade and high school) classes will meet at times
designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday September 22, Rosh Hashanah II, Shacharit
will be held at 9 am, Junior Congregation at 11:30 am, and
Tashlich will following kiddush. Erev Shabbat Shuvah
services will be held at 8 pm.
On Saturday, September 23, Shabbat services will
be held at 10 am.
On Friday, September 29, erev Yom Kippur, Mincha
will be held at 5:45 pm and Kol Nidre at 6:15 pm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

On Friday, September 29, erev Yom Kippur, Kol Nidre
services will be held at 6:45 pm. All Rom Kippur services
will be held at the Hangar Theatre, 801 Taughannock
Blvd., Ithaca. Membership and tickets are not required.
All are welcome to attend.
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Jewish Community Center

JCC to hold bread baking class

The Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd.,
Vestal, will hold a bread baking class on Sunday, October
15, from 1-3 pm. The class is geared toward adults. The cost
is $30 per person at the door, regardless of membership to
the Center, with proceeds supporting the JCC Youth Department. Those interested may register by calling the JCC
office at 724-2417. Reservations are requested by Wednesday,
October 10. The entire community is welcome to attend.
Teaching the class will be the JCC’s Kids Connection
head teacher, Harry Cohen, who has previously taught

Teens

Young love on Yom Kippur may not be a new development. In the Talmud, the first-century sage Rabbi Simeon
Ben Gamliel recounted that in ancient times, the “daughters
of Israel” would dance in the vineyard in white dresses
on Yom Kippur, and the boys “who did not have a wife
would turn to there to find one.” (Taanit 31a) Gamliel also
indicated the same ritual happened on Tu B’Av, a harvest
festival now celebrated as a kind of Israeli Valentine’s
Day. Of both holidays, he said, “There were no days as
happy for the Jews.”
Ari Engelberg, an Israeli sociologist, said this description
of Yom Kippur as a holiday of joy and courtship akin to
Tu B’Av has long confounded rabbis since it flies in the
face of contemporary understanding and observance. “In
rabbinic Judaism, Yom Kippur has become a very serene,
severe day of atonement on which everyone worries about
their sins,” said Engelberg, who teaches sociology and
Israel studies at the Rothberg International School at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. “Rabbi Gamliel lived
just after the Jewish Temple was destroyed and is recalling
another tradition, perhaps within his memory. This has

Walk

Continued from page 1
gay man who teaches the children of immigrants in Berlin.
Eyal and the Mossad are seeking to learn if their Nazi
grandfather is still alive and in hiding, so when Axel visits
Pia in Israel, Eyal poses as a guide, befriending Axel and
touring the country with him.
Phil Cali, a Film Selection Committee member, pointed
out that the film “is current and provocative; Holocaust-related, but in current times.” He added, “The acting is
excellent and the storyline very interesting.”
According to the filmmakers, “This colorful and very
contemporary road movie... examines the role the past still
plays in the lives of the young people of Israel and Germany.”
“Walk on Water” has won numerous awards and has been
featured at many film festivals. In 2004, it won the Audience
Award at the Washington Jewish Film Festival. At the Israeli
Academy Awards, it won the Best Music Award (Ivri Lider)
and Best Sound Award (Gil Toren), and was nominated
for Best Actor, Best Cinematography, Best Director, Best
Editing, Best Screenplay and Best Film. In 2005, at the
Satellite Awards, it was nominated for Outstanding Motion
Picture – Foreign Film. In 2006, the picture was nominated
for Outstanding Film at the GLAAD Media Awards, and
was nominated for Best Foreign Film at the Cesar Awards.
The film first premiered at the Berlin International
Film Festival, and debuted in the U.S. at the Milwaukee
International Film Festival.
Stephen Rea, of the Philadelphia Inquirer, called the film
“a compelling thriller that manages to incorporate a seemingly
impossible bundle of disparate elements.” In the Boston
Globe, Ty Burr wrote that the picture was an “ambitious,
troubled, worthy inquisition into the soul of modern Israel.”
The film’s running time 103 minutes. Dialog is in English, with Hebrew, German and other languages presented
with English subtitles.
Following “Walk on Water” on Sunday, October 1, the
film festival will conclude with “The Women’s Balcony”
on Sunday, October 8.
Community members are welcome to bring their own
chair if they wish, and the Federation has offered to store
these chairs from film to film.

other kosher cooking classes at the center. There is no
experience necessary to attend – people of all skill levels
are welcome. The session will feature a fall theme with
participants making pumpkin cinnamon bread. Cohen will
demonstrate kneading techniques and provide take-home
recipes. The recipe used during the class will include
dairy and participants will take two loaves home to bake
in their own ovens.
For more information about the bread baking class, the
JCC Youth Department, or the JCC, contact the JCC office.

Continued from page 8
been a puzzle for generations of rabbis.”
Eyal Turgeman, a 43-year-old who lives in Rishon
Lezion, a city south of Tel Aviv, had a romantic encounter
on Yom Kippur eve decades ago. The mechanical engineer
looks back on it with mixed feelings today. Turgeman
grew up in Jerusalem in an Orthodox Jewish household
that strictly observed Yom Kippur. His parents, Moroccan
immigrants, taped the light switches, pre-cut the toilet paper
(tearing and cutting are forbidden on Jewish holy days)
and slept in separate beds to avoid even incidental contact.
His father – like many strictly observant and almost all
haredi Jews – spent most of the holiday in study or prayer.
But Turgeman and his friends, both Orthodox and
secular, wandered the streets until the wee hours of the
morning just like teens do today. “Also back then it was a
big opportunity to meet girls because it’s a big social thing
at the center of town,” he said.
In his last year of high school, Turgeman spent Yom
Kippur at his girlfriend’s house. Unbeknownst to his parents,
they slept in the same bed. “We started to touch each other,
and one thing led to another,” he said. “We were up all
night. Because it was not allowed, it was better than usual.”
In the morning, Turgeman had regrets. Soon thereafter,
he and his girlfriend, his first love, broke up. Turgeman
said he often blamed their Yom Kippur transgression. “All
the time it was in my head that it happened because of
this, because I felt I did something that God saw me and
punished us,” he said.
Although he is now secular, Turgeman said he still “feels
a little bad” about that night and would not repeat it. “What
happened, happened,” he said. “But today I wouldn’t do
that. It’s one day a year when you’re supposed to control
yourself.”

Map

Continued from page 1
Following “On the Map” on September 24, upcoming
films in the festival will be “Walk on Water” on Sunday,
October 1, and “The Women’s Balcony” on Sunday,
October 8.
Community members are welcome to bring their own
chair if they wish, and the Federation has offered to store
these chairs from film to film.

Celebrants partied in the streets of Tel Aviv after Maccabi
Tel Aviv’s victory over CSKA. (Photo by Shmuel Rahmani)

L’Shanah Tovah from

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

JCC Friendship Club
The JCC Friendship Club met on September 13, a warm
and sunny afternoon. Ann Brillant read notes about Rosh
Hashanah provided by Rabbi Rachel Esserman. Ann told us
that this holiday is the start of the 10 Days of Repentance,
also known as the Days of Awe, which ends with Yom
Kippur. At this time, we ask for forgiveness and pray that
our name is written in the Book of Life. On Yom Kippur,
the book is sealed and it is a day of fasting. We pray for a
sweet new year, and it is traditional to eat apples and honey.
A round challah is eaten, which symbolizes the eternal cycle
of life. After certain prayers, a shofar is blown. This is a
ram’s horn that sounds like a trumpet. Those of us who
were present told how we will be celebrating the holiday.
Lani Dunthorn said that she is going out of town. The rest
of us will be celebrating locally with family and friends.
The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond.
Ann said the blessing over the doughnuts provided by
Morty Hofstein, after the Pledge of Allegience. Some of
us reported about delivering the new year cards to nursing
facilities and those who are home bound. Come join us on
Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the JCC.
Let me wish everyone l’shanah tovah.
Sylvia Diamond,
President

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Facebook removes option to target
“Jew haters” with advertisements

Facebook has disabled the ability for advertisers to
target antisemitic interests on its platform following media
inquiries that created controversy over the feature. Before
the feature was removed, Facebook advertisers were able
to specifically target people interested in topics including
“Jew haters,” “how to burn Jews” and “History of ‘why
Jews ruin the world,’” ProPublica reported the week of
Sept. 15. “There are times where content is surfaced on
our platform that violates our standards,” Rob Leathern,
product management director at Facebook, told the outlet.
“In this case, we’ve removed the associated targeting fields
in question. We know we have more work to do, so we’re
also building new guardrails in our product and review
processes to prevent other issues like this from happening
in the future.”

Cello

Continued from page 9
New York City was the place to be for an up-and-coming
experimental musician.
“This is my home, New York is really where I belong,”
she said. “New York is this incredible place that doesn’t
really have a nationality. What I think drives all of us [in
New York] and what connects all of us is the idea that we
want to live creative lives.”
Of all of the memorable performances and projects thus
far, the moment that stands out most distinctly for Beiser
was her appearance at a TED talk conference in 2011. In
between playing pieces by Reich and Lang, she spoke of
the cello’s “endless possibilities.” Afterward, some of the
audience members, such as Bill Gates and Al Gore, praised
her performance.
“It felt like anything could happen,” she said. “Like yeah,
I have the platform to speak and to communicate my art.”

Rosh Hashanah
Greetings

“A new family tradition”
Personal Service
Professionalism
Experience You Can Trust

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Eyal (Lior Ashkenazi) and Axel (Knut Berger) in “Walk
on Water.” (Photo courtesy of Israel Films)

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton
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Bahrain’s king condemns Arab boycott of Israel

Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa al Khalifa has condemned the Arab world’s boycott of
Israel, saying its citizens are free to visit the Jewish state, in a declaration of worldwide religious tolerance facilitated by the Los-Angeles-based Simon Wiesenthal Center. Although
the Persian Gulf nation has no diplomatic relations with Israel, Khalifa’s announcement
was unveiled the week of Sept. 15 at the center’s interfaith event in California. Rabbis
Marvin Hier and Abraham Cooper, who head the center, said the Bahraini king issued
the declaration during their visit to the country’s capital city of Manama earlier this year.
“The most exciting part of the visit was listening to His Majesty outline his vision for a
new Middle East – one solidly based on the principles of inclusion and human dignity that
rejects extremism,” Hier said. “May the day come soon when His Majesty’s plane lands
at Ben-Gurion Airport, and when the anthems played here tonight will be heard around
the world ushering in that long-awaited era of lasting peace and tranquility,” he added.

Hamas accepts P.A.’s demands to form unity government

The Gaza-ruling Palestinian terror group Hamas announced on Sept. 17 it accepted
the demands of Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah party to form a
unity government. The demands outlined by Abbas reportedly include holding Palestinian
elections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to settle the decade-long dispute between the
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to the generous Egyptian efforts,
which reflect the Egyptian desire to end the split
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and achieve reconciliation, and based on our desire to achieve national unity.” Hamas also
stated it would dismantle its administrative committee that currently rules the Gaza Strip.
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I am a NYS cerfied teacher with an EdD
in math educaon. Drawing on over forty years
of experience, I provide high quality
remedial and tutorial help in all math topics
from elementary through college calculus.
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Specializing in kitchens and baths
For a free estimate call
Kevin Micha Construction at
607-221-5985
Licensed and insured

Gary Riley
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pets welcome!
For a free estimate,
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References please
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Micha
Construction
607-760-0530
at 607-221-5985
griles45@gmail.com
Licensed and insured

PLUMBING
& HEATING

We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Install, Service & Repair...

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES
pbaker927@yahoo.com

754-6376

Affordable Painting
Interior/Exterior Painting
Painting, Staining
(Log Cabins, Barns & Decks)
Wall Patching,
Pressure Washing
and more...

Paul Merwin
607-201-7868

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Raw Local Honey Varieties
Spring • Summer • Fall

Propolis, Pollen, Beeswax candles
Try a sample at the
Binghamton Regional
Farmers Market,
840 Upper Front Street
9-1 Saturdays all year
bcregionalmkt.com

suegaringhoney.com
607-775-5041
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Interior and
Exterior Remodeling

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and
repairs, along with
in-home care services.
These care services
include but are not
limited to:
• Bath Assistance
• Meal Prep
• Cleaning
• Shopping, etc.
John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)
888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com
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COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Fully Insured
Free
Estimates
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· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET

607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

A Gift for You and Your Loved One
New Book by Martin Bidney

A Lover’s Art:

The Song of Songs in Musical
English Meters, plus 280
Original Love Poems in Reply –
A Dialogue with Scripture
Mystical, Mythical, Whimsical:
Lyrics in Solomon-Style to Woman,Wisdom,World
Jewish and Cosmopolitan
Dialogic Poetry Press
Available from Amazon

