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Jewish Family Service will be distribut-
ing gift baskets filled with a kosher chicken, 
a challah, apples and honey to low-income 
Jewish families in the community to enable 
the recipients to fix a traditional Rosh Ha-
shanah meal. Throughout the many years 
that this type of program has reached out to 
make the High Holidays special, not only 
have the recipients been grateful for the 
foods, but especially for being remembered 
by the larger Jewish community.

This year, there will be some changes to 
the program, in that recipients will receive 
the fresh foods and then money to enable 
them to shop for the items that they partic-

We Remember You 2017: spices, 
honey and funds needed

ularly like. This will afford them respect for 
their dignity and individuality, and freedom 
of choice.

As in the past, the local Jewish organi-
zations will contribute to the project with 
children creating greeting cards and craft 
items. Apples will be picked at a local farm 
by families who would enjoy that adventure 
and challah baking will be taken on by 
baking experts.

JFS is requesting that anyone interested in 
helping fund the We Remember You project 
please send checks to Jewish Family Service 
, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850, 
clearly marked in the memo line, “We Re-

member You,” by Monday, September 11.
In addition, JFS is asking for donations 

of spices, because spices are a way to re-
duce sodium in the meal, add minerals and 
antioxidants while providing “wonderful 
flavors.” Roz Antoun said, “When someone 
is on food stamps or a tight budget, buying 
spices is not a priority. This is a way of 
providing something really special.”

Antoun is asking that she be called at 
724-2332 before any spices are purchased to 
control duplications. Honey is also needed 
to complete the gift baskets. Let her know 
what you would like to contribute so that 
all items can be well used.

Jewish Studies Department at Cornell University 
announces fall events

The Jewish Studies Department at 
Cornell University has announced its fall 
events, which will feature writers, musicians 
and scholars.

Adrianne Greenbaum, Michael Alpert, 
Pete Rushefsky, Jake Shulman-Ment and 
Brian Glassman, considered “all-stars in 
the klezmer world,” will present “Farewell 
to the Homeland Poyln” on Monday, Sep-
tember 11, at 7:30 pm, at Temple Beth-El, 
402 N. Tioga St., Ithaca. The program will 
explore music from a historic period in the 
life of klezmer in pre-war Jewish Poland. 
From a newly-transcribed folio of music 
from the Frand klezmer band that existed 
in Dubiecko, Poland, flute and piccolo, 
cimbalom, violins and bass create the his-
toric sound. For more information, visit 
http://events.cornell.edu/event/fleytmuz-
ik_w_adrianne_greenbaum.

Shulem Deen’s lecture “All Who Go 
Do Not Return: Living in and Leaving 
a Chasidic Community,” will be held on 
Tuesday, September 26, at 5:30 pm, in 
Goldwin Smith Hall, Hollis E. Cornell 
Auditorium, in Ithaca. He will discuss his 
National Jewish Book Award-winning book 
“All Who Go Do Not Return,” a memoir 
about growing up in and then leaving the 
community of Skver Chasidim in Rockland 
County’s New Square, considered one of the 
most insular Chasidic groups in the United 
States. For more information, visit http://
events.cornell.edu/event/shulem_deen. For 
an interview of Deen, visit www.thereport-
ergroup.org/Article.aspx?aID=4559.

Author Andrea Pitzer  will give a 
lecture, “Harbingers and Echoes of the 
Shoah: A Century of Concentration 
Camps,” on Tuesday, October 17, at 
4:30 pm, in Goldwin Smith Hall, Lewis 
Auditorium. Concentration camps have 
existed for more than a century. After the 
term appeared in the 1890s, camps played 
a number of roles in wartime control of 
civilians. Internment during the first 
World War is said to have normalized 
the concept globally and helped to usher 
in the Nazi system, which inaugurated 

the machinery of extermination. Even 
as the world tried to reckon with the sin-
gular nature of the Shoah, other camps 
persisted in its wake. Andrea Pitzer will 
explore this phenomenon and recount the 
toll it has taken on humanity. For more 
information, visit http://events.cornell.
edu/event/andrea_pitzer.

Dina Danon, assistant professor of 
Judaic studies at Binghamton University, 
will give a lecture, “Modernity in the 
Sephardi Diaspora: The Case of Otto-
man Izmir,” on Wednesday, November 

1, at 4:30 pm, in White Hall Room 110. 
Using the Sephardi community of Otto-
man Izmir as a case study, this talk will 
trace how “modernity” was imagined 
and constructed in a longstanding Jewish 
community in the Islamic world. Drawing 
on a large body of previously untapped 
Ladino archival material, Danon’s talk 
will underscore how the view from the 
Islamic world invites people to rethink 
prevailing conceptual paradigms of Jew-
ish modernity that have been governed 
See “Cornell” on page 11

Federation to hold 2017 Jewish Film Fest in fall
By Reporter staff

The Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-
hamton has announced that this year’s 
Jewish Film Fest will feature five titles 
across five Sundays, September 10-October 
8, at the Jewish Community Center, 500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Each screening will 
be followed by a discussion of the picture 
led by a community member. The event is 
open to the entire community. Tickets cost 
$10 per film or $45 for a subscription. To 
purchase tickets in advance or for more 
information, call 724-2332.

This year’s selection of films are “Broad-
way Musicals: A Jewish Legacy,” “Fanny’s 
Journey,” “On the Map,” “Walk on Water” 
and “The Women’s Balcony.” All screenings 
will be held at 7 pm. The opening night event 
on September 10 will also feature a dinner 
starting at 5 pm, followed by the film. The 
dinner costs $16 and reservations must be 
received by Thursday, August 24. To make a 
reservation, call the Federation at 724-2332.

“Our film committee watched many 
films to choose the ‘perfect five’ – and they 
did it!” said Federation Executive Director 
Sima Auerbach. “There is a perfect film for 
each of you. Looking forward to seeing 
you on Sundays in September and again 
in October.”

“Broadway Musicals: 
A Jewish Legacy”

Sunday, September 10, and preceded 

Irving Berlin, one of many Jewish Broadway 
composers presented in “Broadway 
Musicals: A Jewish Legacy.” (Photo 
courtesy of 7th Art Releasing)

by a dinner: “Broadway Musicals: A Jew-
ish Legacy” chronicles the role of Jewish 
composers and lyricists in developing the 
modern American musical as well as the 
songs referred to as “The Great American 
Songbook.” Broadway musical songs were 
originally written almost exclusively by 
Jewish Americans. The film, which looks 
behind the scenes of Broadway, has been 
called “engaging, humorous and provoca-
tive.” It features ethnic cultural history and 
perspectives on the origins and meaning of 
some of Broadway’s “most beloved” songs, 
stories and shows.

The documentary presents the work 
of some of the nation’s “most famous” 
composers of musical theater, including 
Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, George and Ira 
Gershwin, Lorenz Hart, Richard Rodgers, 
Oscar Hammerstein II, Kurt Weill, Sheldon 
Harnick, Jerry Bock, Leonard Bernstein, 
Stephen Sondheim, Stephen Schwartz, Jules 
Styne and many others.

Following the screening, a discussion 
of the film will be led by Larry Kassan, 
coordinator of special events and theatre at 
the Rod Serling School of the Arts.

“This delightful documentary includes 
provocative interviews with many great 
Jewish composers and lyricists, accompa-
nied by memorable performances and rare 
archival footage,” noted Phil Cali, a member 
of the Film Fest Selection Committee. He 

called the movie “a delightful trip through 
musical theater history!”

The film includes footage of perfor-
mances by stars such as David Hyde Pierce, 
Matthew Broderick, Kelli O’Hara, Zero 
Mostel, Betty Comden, Adolph Green, 
Nathan Lane, Al Jolson, Fanny Brice, Joel 
Grey, Dick Van Dyke, Kristin Chenoweth, 
Idina Menzel and Barbra Streisand. It also 
features interviews with Harnick, John 
Kander, Andrew Lippa, Schwartz, Phyllis 
Newman, Charles Strouse, Harold Prince, 
Maury Yeston, Mary Rodgers, Ernie Har-
burg, Marc Shaiman, David Shire, Sond-
heim and Mel Brooks.

“Fanny’s Journey”
Sunday, September 17: Based on true 

events, “Fanny’s Journey” tells the story of 
13-year-old Fanny and her younger sisters, 
who are sent from their home in France 
to an Italian foster home for Jewish chil-
dren. When the Nazis arrive in Italy, their 
caretakers arrange to send the children to 
Switzerland. On their own, the 11 children 
must travel through occupied France and 
work together to reach Switzerland.

Directed by Lola Doillon and written by 
Anne Peyrègne, the film has been called 
“an incredible tale of bravery, strength and 
survival.” Doillon, whose two previous 
feature films are “Just About Love” and “In 
Your Hands,” said she wanted to work with 
children and tell a real-life story in her third 
film. Producer Saga Blanchard, a longtime 
collaborator with Doillon, discovered Ben-
Ami’s memoir, leading to the inspiration 
for the film.

Susan Hubal, a Film Fest Selection 
Committee member, said that this film is the 
only one chosen for the festival that features 
children. She noted it is “a Holocaust film 
with a different slant... While horrific, it is 
tense, but also charming.”

According to the filmmakers, the de-
piction of the war itself is limited in order 
to capture the perspective of the children. 
Doillon explained, “What interested me 
See “Film”  on page 5
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In My Own Words

Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

I’d rather read a mediocre mystery than a mediocre 
literary novel. The reason is simple: most mysteries have 
a satisfying ending, if only because I learn “who-dun-it.” 
Reading mysteries feels relaxing, even when the characters 
are evil and the plot gritty. I can just lean back and enjoy 
the twists and turns without worrying whether or not the 
book has any socially redeeming value. My preference is 
for mystery series since, even if the mystery isn’t great, 
I usually enjoy the interaction between the characters 
who appear in each book. It doesn’t matter if the series is 
humorous (think Janet Evanovich’s Stephanie Plum nov-
els), serious (for example, Elizabeth George’s Lynley and 
Havers series) or ones that contain both aspects (Robert 
B. Parker’s Spenser novels). In fact, it’s the sheer range of 
what qualifies as a mystery that’s part of their appeal. Two 
recent Jewish-themed mysteries – “Yom Killer” by Ilene 
Schneider (Aakenbaaken and Kent) and “The Chassidic 
Trauma Unit” by Abraham Boyarsky (8th House Publish-
ing) – are very different examples of the genre.

I’ll admit I feel an affinity for the main character in “Yom 
Killer.” After all, how could I not like Rabbi Aviva Cohen, 
a middle-aged, wise-cracking, liberal rabbi? In previous 
books in the series, Aviva not only had to deal with balancing 
the needs of different members of her congregation, but 
with an ex-husband who is now living in the same town. 

One of the fun parts of being a rabbi is when people ask 
you interesting and unexpected questions. For example, 
someone recently had a question about the three weeks of 
preparation for Tisha B’Av. He couldn’t get his mind around 
the idea that people wouldn’t bathe during that time. My 
answer led to an interesting discussion of cultural changes 
due to the fact that we live in a time period that has inside 
plumbing and a country where water is generally plentiful. 
We digressed to speak about how difficult it is to wash 
dishes when there is little water, which led to a discussion 
of how, in the past, people ate out of communal dishes or 
bread trenchers. I mentioned that when in Israel, I ate at a 
restaurant that served fool (sometimes spelled ful or foul), 
an Egyptian dish of spiced beans with hard boiled eggs 
mashed in it. The experts ate the dish without utensils, 
using pita to scoop up the food.

One of my all-time favorite questions also has to do with 
food. I was teaching a general overview class on Judaism 
at a synagogue. The students were an equal mix of Jews 

Interesting and unexpected questions
and non-Jews. During my discussion of kosher slaughtering 
(emphasizing how the animals were supposed to be killed 
quickly and humanely), one of the non-Jews in the class 
asked me if we ritually slaughtered fish. The question gave 
me pause since I’d never thought about that. It makes sense 
when you consider I was talking about the slaughtering of 
other animals. My answer was that we don’t, but it was an 
excellent question because I’d never heard anyone discuss 
the idea before.

The fun part is that these questions make me think about 
Jewish texts or customs in a different light. Rabbis can 
have blinders that force us to look at texts in a particular 
way. That’s why I love studying with people who have less 
formal experience. One of my favorite commentaries on 
a text came from a school teacher who offered a unique 
interpretation of the paschal lamb the Israelite slaves ate 
the night before they left Egypt. I was giving symbolic 
explanations for the lamb, most of which I can’t even 
remember. What I do remember is what she said: perhaps 

God knew that the Israelites were going to need a good 
protein meal before they made their escape. No one had 
ever suggested that to me before. What was wonderful is 
that it made perfect sense!

As someone who can give two or three contradictory 
explanations to something in the Torah, I love when 
someone disagrees with me and offers me a different 
approach. Recently I led a Saturday adult education ses-
sion at Temple Concord. When no one challenged me, I 
said something along the lines of, “Come on. Someone 
must think I’m wrong. It’s no fun if you all agree with 
me.” I already know what I think. I learn something new 
when people offer a different viewpoint. I don’t have to 
agree with them in order to look at the text differently; 
their suggestions may send me in a completely different 
direction. However, that doesn’t matter. What matters 
is that we are open to each other’s thoughts and ideas. 
That’s the beauty of Judaism: there’s always something 
new to learn.

Jewish mysteries – liberal and Chasidic
There were also phone calls and advice from her older 
sister and her mother, who fortunately don’t live in New 
Jersey, but who still frequently interfere in her life. In the 
current novel, Aviva faces a family crisis during the worst 
possible time for a rabbi: the High Holidays. When she 
learns her mother is in the hospital, Avivia rushes – with 
her ex-husband in tow – to Boston. Questions abound: If 
her mother only had a simple fall, why did the hospital 
place her in a medical coma? Why does the staff at the 
hospital and the assisted living facility act as if they are 
hiding something? Does the fact that a new company owns 
the assisted living facility and the hospital have anything 
to do with her mother’s injury? Aviva is willing to risk her 
own life to find the answer.

Aviva is an appealing character, partly because she’s 
honest about her own faults – and she does have several 
endearing ones, including not thinking before she acts. It’s 
also hard not to like someone who packs far more books 
than she can possibly read for the trip to Boston. The novel 
has the right balance of seriousness and humor, and the 
mystery was satisfyingly complex. While perhaps not great 
literature, “Yom Killer’ is fun, easy reading.

While “Yom Killer” is a perfect book for the beach or 
relaxing after work, “The Chassidic Trauma Unit” is too 
serious to be considered light-hearted vacation reading. 

Sender Pleskin, a member of the Bubner Chasidim, is an 
overweight 45-year-old, who runs the trauma unit from 
the basement of his house. The members of the unit do 
everything from give medical advice to helping those 
in mental distress – be it from illness, old age or mathe-
matical homework assignments. Sender sees the unit as 
his way to serve God and believes every challenge is a 
test of whether or not he’s able to do God’s will. When a 
Chasidic teenager falls into a coma, Sender and his unit 
try to discover why the young man, who was on the verge 
of leaving the hospital, relapsed. Sender treats every clue 
as a message from God – if only he can understand what 
they mean. What follows is, unfortunately, a convoluted 
and unconvincing plot.

I had mixed feelings about “The Chassidic Trauma 
Unit.” The writing was off-putting at times, beginning 
with the description on the first page of a woman whose 
“wild bosom [was] swinging from side to side like wa-
termelons on a horse drawn-cart.” What kept me reading 
was Sender, whose determination to help others made 
him an intriguing character. Although his lifestyle may 
not appeal to many readers, Sender works very hard to 
be a good person and I admired him for that, even when 
I disagreed with his actions. Now if only the plot and the 
writing had done him justice.

Want diversity and tolerance? Stop demonizing 
conservatives

By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.org

Many Americans know that the sickness at the heart 
of our political culture stems from a spirit of intolerance 
that has become the keynote of discourse. Liberals blame 
it on President Donald Trump and his supporters. But few 
of us seem able to recognize this behavior when it comes 
from those who share our views – which means that if 
you think Dennis Prager must be boycotted or believe 
Morton Klein is as much of a threat to American Jewry as 
Islamist terrorists, then don’t blame Trump for how bad 
things have gotten.

Prager, a Los Angeles-based talk radio host and author, is a 
surprising candidate for this kind of opprobrium. Though he’s 
a conservative who, to the dismay of some of his admirers, 
believes Trump must be supported against his critics, Prager is 

far from the prototype of right-wing incendiary. His approach 
is generally fair-minded and never lacks intellectual rigor. 
He has also spent much of his career promoting interfaith 
dialogue and is as interested in helping his audience focus 
on personal happiness as he is in politics. In other words, 
he’s the polar opposite of the bomb-throwing populists that 
many on the left think are threatening democracy. 

But that didn’t spare Prager from being treated as if he 
were the head of a hate group when he agreed to help raise 
money for the Santa Monica Symphony by appearing as a 
guest conductor at a concert. Prager is a music enthusiast/
amateur conductor and has often appeared in a similar capac-
ity with other ensembles. But when some of the musicians 
heard Prager was the attraction at a high-profile event for 
their organization, they said they would boycott the concert. 
A petition started by two UCLA professors who are violin-

ists in the orchestra said the signers would not appear with 
a “right-wing radio host who promotes horribly bigoted 
positions.” To back up that claim, they cherry-picked a few 
comments Prager has made about Islam and the implications 
of gay marriage in order to falsely paint him as the moral 
equivalent of the Ku Klux Klan. One boycotter even said 
he’d play with a North Korean conductor, but not Prager.

Prager’s positions can be debated, yet to take them out 
of context is deeply unfair, especially when you consider 
it wasn’t long ago that both Barack Obama and Hillary 
Clinton shared his stance on gay marriage. But if you are 
going to anathematize someone like Prager and render 
him an untouchable even in a non-political context, you’re 
saying anyone who voices an opposing view must not only 
be shunned, but also be driven from decent society.
See “Tolerance”  on page 8
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Organizers noted that many 
people have a vague notion of what 
is involved in an Orthodox conver-
sion, but do not really know what it 
takes, except that it is “a long and 
difficult process.”

“We are excited to have Gina 
and Donnovan share their personal 
experiences,” said Beth David Lun-
cheon Coordinator Dora Polachek, 
“and enlighten us as to what the pro-
cess is like and how it has changed 
their lives for the better. There are 
so many misconceptions about what is involved, and 

given that both Gina and Donnovan 
have first-hand experience, they 
can answer the many questions 
that we may have been too shy or 
reticent to ask.”

Beth David’s luncheon speaker 
series is held the second Saturday 
of the month, after Shabbat morning 
services, and is open to the commu-
nity. There is no charge for the lun-
cheon, but donations are welcomed 
to keep the program going, and can 
be made in honor of or in memory 

of someone, or to mark a special occasion.

The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to the family of

Ruth Rappaport
Free High Holiday child care will be offered by Tem-

ple Concord Sisterhood for children ages 2-kindergarten. 
The service will be for parents, grandparents or whoever 
needs it, who are attending services at Temple Concord 
the morning of Rosh Hashanah, September 21, and/or the 
morning of Yom Kippur, September 30.

New this year is a requirement that reservations must be 
made by Thursday, September 7, for Rosh Hashanah morning 
care, and by Friday, September 15, for Yom Kippur morning 
care. Child care will be available at 9 am on High Holiday 
mornings. An adult must take the child or children to the 
Tot Time room on the third floor of the mansion and register 
them with the adult’s name, too. The adult, or someone who 
is known to the ushers, must inform the ushers where they 
will be sitting in case of an emergency. Adults are responsible 
for checking on children for diaper changes.

There will be no child care for children with reservations 

Temple Israel will hold an installation event for Rab-
bi Geoffrey Brown on Sunday, August 27, at 10 am, at 
Temple Israel.

TC Sisterhood soup swap to be held on Sept. 10
The event “Welcome Back Temple Concord Sisterhood’s 

Paid Up Soup Swap” will be held by Temple Concord 
Sisterhood on Sunday, September 10, at 1 pm, at the home 
of Sisterhood Co-President Helene Philips.

Every attendee should bring two-four quarts of home-
made soup, in a crock pot, if possible. The soup should be 

labeled. Everyone will get to sample the soups and take 
some home with them. There will be additional snacks to 
go with the soups.

Temple Concord Sisterhood is open to all women. 
Members should pay their $30 Sisterhood dues ahead of 
time by mailing them to Janet Hayman, financial secretary, 

TI to hold installation event for Rabbi Brown
The event will feature a brunch and a short informal 

induction service, and possibly an adult education program. 
The cost will be $5 per person.

Anyone interested in helping should contact How-
ard Warner at 772-6163, or e-mail howardjwarner@
aol.com.

High Holiday child care at TC
made later than two weeks prior to the holiday, or children 
without reservations. Sisterhood has provided child care 
since 1983, but this is the first time reservations two weeks 
prior to the holiday have been required. Reservations should 
be made by contacting the temple office at 723-7355 or 
TempleConcord@stny.rr.com. Sisterhood High Holiday 
Child Care chairwoman is Amanda Donahue.

This year’s annual Pauline and Philip M. Piaker Me-
morial Lecture will be held on Thursday, September 7, 
at 7:30 pm, at the Chabad Center, 420 Murray Hill Rd., 
Vestal. Jay Beilis, a Bronx native and grandson of Mendel 
Beilis, will discuss “Blood Libel: the Life and Memory of 
Mendel Beilis.” Jay is one of the editors of the book by that 
name, which includes the memoir of Mendel, “The Story 
of My Sufferings,” in its first complete English translation. 
Also included is an essay claiming that Bernard Malamud 
plagiarized from Mendel’s memoir in writing his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning novel, “The Fixer.”

The program will include a dessert reception and a 
book signing with Jay. Reservations will be necessary and 
can be made at www.JewishBU.com/Piaker or by calling 
Chabad at 797-0015.

In Autumn 1913, Mendel, a Jew, was tried in a Kiev court 
on charges of ritually murdering a 13-year-old Christian 
child to drain his blood for the baking of matzah. From his 
initial arrest in 1911 through the trial and its aftermath, the 
Beilis case captured the attention of Western governments 

Beth David’s opening luncheon speaker series will be 
held on Saturday, September 9, at the synagogue, 39 Riv-
erside Dr., Binghamton. It will feature Donnovan Lyons 
and Gina Santiago. They will discuss what inspires one to 
convert to Judaism, and to choose an Orthodox conversion, 
of which both recently completed the process. 

Prior to coming to Binghamton, Santiago resided in 
Rhode Island, where she did her undergraduate studies 
at Providence College. She moved to the area in 2011 to 
pursue a doctoral degree in philosophy at Binghamton 
University. A native of the New York City area, Lyons be-
gan his undergraduate degree there and then transferred to 
Binghamton University, where he earned his undergraduate 
degree in sociology in 2015.

Piaker Memorial Lecture to be held on Sept. 7

Philip and Pauline Piaker

and leading intellectuals. The trumped 
up charges and anti-Jewish rhetoric 
and attacks that the case unleashed 
exposed the official nature of Czarist 
antisemitism, and galvanized inter-
national action. The story continued 
to reverberate for decades and made 
its way into Jewish literature, most 
notably through the Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel “The Fixer.”

“When I was 16, my parents sent 
me to Camp Tel-Yehuda for the 
summer,” related Alan Piaker, one of 
Pauline and Philip Piaker’s children. 
“On the first or second day in camp, 
they took us to see the movie ‘The 
Fixer.’ The main storyline in this film is the blood libel 
trial that occurred in Czarist Russia in 1913. My parents 
sent me to this camp to learn more about Jewish history, 
Jewish values and to give me a taste of living away from 

home. The movie was eye-opening 
for me and I became much more 
aware of the dreadful events that 
befell the Jewish people throughout 
the years.”

Piaker continued, “It is important 
for all of us to learn the history of 
our people so we are able to combat 
antisemitism in all its forms. Since 
the film is loosely based on the blood 
libel trial of Mendel Beilis, I am hon-
ored to say that at this year’s Piaker 
family lecture, we are fortunate to 
be able to bring to you Jay Beilis, 
who is the grandson of Mendel Bei-
lis. I look forward to hearing Jay’s 

perspective on the trial held in Russia and the terrible 
ordeal his grandfather suffered through. Please join with 
us to learn about antisemitism in Czarist Russia in 1913, 
as well as today.”

Beth David luncheon speaker on Sept. 9 to discuss 
“Converting to Judaism: a Personal Perspective”

1265 Queen Esther Dr., Sayre, PA 18840, or pay them at 
the door. Those planning to attend should RSVP to Philips 
at 729-4717 no later than Wednesday, September 6.

“Attendees may look forward to reuniting with other 
sisters and welcoming new sisters,” said organizers of 
the program.

Donnovan Lyons Gina Santiago

See “TC” on page 5

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

JCC Yearbook
Deadline NOW!

Don’t miss out on wishing 
your  family & friends a

Happy New Year
and say

Mazel Tov to our 2017
High School Graduates

who graduated from
the JCC Preschool!

For information,  call the JCC O�ce at 724-2417
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3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of
 any process against the LLC
 served upon him or her is: 22
 Gehr Road, Harpursville, New
 York, 13787.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: 607 Property Management, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was July 20, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
CR Land, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/14/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, c/o Leasure, Gow, Munk 
& Rizzuto, 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: New Season Dermatology, PLLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was July 20, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
JB Housing, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/03/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 100 Ganoungtown Road, 
Port Crane, NY 13833. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
_______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
BiLaw of Syracuse, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
7/17/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Clarksville, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/7/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Whole Body
 Health & Wellness, LLC

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is July 14,
 2017. 

3.  The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 412 East Main
 Street, Endicott, NY 13760.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is WAMBAM
 LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is July 17,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 1129 Page
 Brook Road, Whitney Point, New
 York 13862.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Vanvolkinburg 
Enterprises, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/06/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 57 Front St., Binghamton, 
NY 13905.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 2+3 Realty, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/06/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
120 East Hamton Rd., Binghamton, 
NY 13903.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

CALCORP IT, LLC.  filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/30/17.  Cty:  
Broome.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to principal business location: 
27 San Marco Drive, Johnson City, 
NY 13790.  Purpose:  to engage in 
any and all business for which LLCs 
may be formed under the New York 
LLC law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of My Grandpa’s 
Hudson, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/13/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 15, Bible School 
Park, NY 13737.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is RUSSELLS
 AUTO LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is JULY 20,

Notice of formation of Limited 
Liability Company (“LLC”). Articles 
of Organization filed New York Sec. 
of State (“NYSS”) 5/25/17. Office 
Location Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. NYSS shall mail a copy of 
any process to c/o The LLC, RGG 
Consulting, 929 Douglas Drive, 
Endwell, NY 13760. There is no 
specific date set for dissolution. 
Purpose: to engage in any lawful 
activity or act. Name and Business 
Address of Organizer is Robb Gibb, 
PGA, 929 Douglas Drive, Endwell, 
NY 13760.
______________________

Notice of Formation of New Wave 
Health Plans, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/25/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 130 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton, NY 13905.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Relevance 
Gaming LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/28/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 201 South Washington 
St., Binghamton, NY 13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Springfield, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
7/28/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
TLC (Tiny Little Castles) Homes and 
Rentals, LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 7/26/17. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None.
______________________

SHAIBAN LLC Article of Organization 
filed with the SSNY on 08/10/2017. 
Off ice Broome County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process agent against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 708 Pickwick 
Dr, Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.
______________________

M N A D E E M  L L C  A r t i c l e  o f 
Organization filed with the SSNY on 
08/14/2017. Office Broome County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process agent 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 
708 Pickwick Dr, Vestal, NY 13850.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
_______________________

J & J ENTERPRISES OF 
ENDICOTT, LLC NOTICE OF 

FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of J & J 
Enterprises of Endicott, LLC filed with 
the NYS Secretary of State (NYSS) 
on 5/15/2017. Office of LLC is in 
Broome County. NYSS designated as 
agent for service of process against 
it. NYSS shall mail process to 210 
N. Nanticoke Avenue, Endicott, New 
York 13760. Business purpose: any 
lawful activity.
_______________________

Notice of Formation of Cozy Acres, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 08/04/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
8 Winding Hollow Dr., Oak Ridge, NJ  
07438.  Purpose: any lawful activities.

13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Miamisburg, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 5/26/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Hyde Park, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/8/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Downers Grove, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 6/30/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Colonie, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 7/14/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of formation of HOOP & CO 
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 07/27/17. 
Office in Broome County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC, 142 Front Street 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of formation of ACKERMANRE 
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 07/18/17. 
Office in Broome County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC, 142 Front Street 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: ZoCo 
Salon, LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 4/20/17. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: the LLC at 2204 North Street, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution: 
None.
_______________________

Notice of Formation of Pure Longevity, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/17/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
_______________________

Notice of Formation of Upper Front 
Street Development, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/14/17.  Office location: 
Broome County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 320 N. Jensen Rd., 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
_______________________

RGG Consulting, LLC

L E G A L  N O T I C E
JALD, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 06/05/17. Office: Broome 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, PO Box 
800, Vestal, NY 13851. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of M&Z Ventures, 
LLC. Articles of Org. filed with NY 
Secretary of State on 07/06/17 for 
Broome County location. Any service 
of process shall be mailed to ATTN: 
Chenango Place, 7 Court Street, 
Binghamton NY 13905, which is 
designated as agent. Purpose is any 
lawful purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1.  The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is 405
 Commerce, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the Secretary
 of State is July 7, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary of
 State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 248 Sheedy
 Road, Vestal, New York 13850.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Not ice of  format ion of  TITAN 
BROKERS LLC. Art. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/19/17. Office in Broome County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, 352 Clinton 
St Binghamton, NY, 13905. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose
______________________

Everyday Lawn Care LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/7/17. Cty: Broome. 
SSNY desig as agent upon whom 
process against may be served & 
shall mail process Sean Martin, 816 
Irving Pl., Vestal, NY 13850. General 
Purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Brazinski
 Real Properties, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the Secretary
 of State is July 13, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary of
 State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 412 East Main
 Street, Endicott, NY 13760.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 3000 East 
Main LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
7/14/2017. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Athamasios Lazaros, 
3562 Smith Drive, Endwell, NY 
13760. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 
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was to live through the events through the eyes of a group 
of children, to show how these children, who were not 
underneath the bombs, but still suffered the violence of 
abandonment and the fear of being orphaned, lived during 
the war and make us experience it from their point of view.”

The film is in French, with English subtitles, and has 
a running time of 94 minutes. Following the screening, a 
discussion of the film will be led by a community member 
to be announced.

Following the screening, a discussion of the film will be 
led by Joel Thirer, a professor in the Department of Health 
and Wellness Studies in the Decker School of Nursing at 
Binghamton University. The film has a running time of 85 
minutes and is in English, with some Hebrew presented 
with subtitles.

“Walk on Water”
Sunday, October 1: The Israeli thriller “Walk on Water” 

focuses on the Mossad’s attempts to discover whether an 
old Nazi war criminal is still alive. Eyal (Lior Ashkenazi), 
the son of Holocaust survivors, is the tough Mossad agent 
tasked with befriending the grandchildren of the Nazi, Axel 
(Knut Berger) and Pia (Caroline Peters).

Called a “colorful and very contemporary” road movie, 
“Walk on Water” leads its characters around Israel and later 
to Berlin, examining how the past still affects the lives of 
young people in Israel and Germany.

Phil Cali, a Film Selection Committee member, pointed 
out that the film “is current and provocative; Holocaust-re-
lated, but in current times.” He added, “The acting is 
excellent and the storyline very interesting.”

Stephen Rea, of the Philadelphia Inquirer, called the 
film, “A compelling thriller that manages to incorporate a 
seemingly impossible bundle of disparate elements.” In the 
Boston Globe, Ty Burr called the picture an “ambitious, 
troubled, worthy inquisition into the soul of modern Israel.”

Following the screening, a discussion of the film will 
be led by Jonathan Karp, associate professor in the History 
and Judaic Studies Departments at Binghamton University. 
The film’s running time is 103 minutes and is in English, 
with Hebrew, German and other languages presented with 
English subtitles.

Film Continued from page 1

Ben Kasper, another committee member, explained that 
“the film, among other issues, explores the gender relation-
ships within the congregation” while being “a fascinating, 
revealing [and] humorous portrayal.”

Following the screening, a discussion of the film will 
be led by Dr. Dora Polachek, Department of Romance 
Languages and Literatures, and director of undergraduate 
studies at Binghamton University. “‘The Women’s Bal-
cony’ is a box office hit for many reasons,” she noted. 
“It offers us a clear sighted vision of how a close-knit 
community whose members are all on the same page, re-
ligion-wise, can be torn apart when a charismatic outsider 
with different religious values comes into their lives and 
starts to take control.”

The movie features several veterans of Israeli cinema, 
including Orna Banai (“This is Sodom”), Itzik Cohen (“A 
Matter of Size”), Igal Naor (“Munich,” “Rendition,” “The 
Infidel”) and Evelin Hagoel (“Gett: The Trial of Viviane 
Amsalem”), as well as musicians Einat Sarouf and Aviv 
Alush, and comedienne Yafit Asulin.

The film is in Hebrew with English subtitles.
Members of the Jewish Film Fest Committee include 

Susan Hubal, Roz Antoun, Ben Kasper, Rita Shawn and 
Sima Auerbach. The Film Fest Selection Committee also 
included Phil Cali, Sondra Foreman, Diane Gartel, Mora 
Kammerman, Arlene Krassin, Razi Lissy, Myra Memis, 
Susan Remizowsky, Ellen Shaw and Anne Weissman.

The Federation is still accepting donations to help offset 
the cost of the film festival. Donations may be sent to the 
Federation office at 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850 
or dropped off at the Federation office.

Community members have been welcomed to bring their 
own chair if they wish, and the Federation has offered to 
store these chairs from film to film.

Tikvah (Orna Banai), Yaffa (Yafit Asulin), Ettie (Evelin 
Hagoel), Ora (Sharona Elimelech), and Margalit (Einat 
Sarouf) discover the women’s balcony in their synagogue 
has been removed. (Photo courtesy of Menemsha Films)

Cécile de France (far right) plays Madame Forman in 
“Fanny’s Journey.” (Photo courtesy of Menemsha Films)

“On The Map”
Sunday, September 24: The story of the Maccabi Tel 

Aviv’s 1977 “remarkable” European Championship is the 
subject of “On The Map,” a documentary by Dani Menken. 
The championship came amidst a period of notable events 
in Israel’s history, including the 1973 Yom Kippur War, 
the massacre at the 1972 Olympics in Munich and the 
hijacking of an Air France flight from Tel Aviv in 1976. 
The film explores how the team “captured the heart of a 
nation” during the global turbulence of the Cold War.

The documentary shows how Israel’s basketball 
team, considered the underdog, prevailed over several 
European basketball powers, including CSKA Moscow, 
which had previously refused to play against Israelis. 
The story is told through six American basketball players 
who joined Maccabi and helped lead them to victory 
over teams from Spain, Italy and the Soviet Union. 
Critics have said, “You don’t need to be a basketball 
fan to enjoy this movie. But if you are, your heart will 
swell with pride.”

Ben Kasper, a member of the Film Selection Committee, 
called the film “a glorious story about overcoming enor-
mous odds. ...The film not only captures the recruitment 
and training of the team, but also recounts the dangerous 
events confronting Israel.” He concluded, “This is an 
inspiring, uplifting movie about the heroic efforts of a 
people, despite the adversity.”

Tal Brody seen after victory in Tel Aviv. (Photo by Shmuel 
Rahmani)

Eyal (Lior Ashkenazi) and Axel (Knut Berger) in “Walk 
on Water.” (Photo courtesy of Israel Films)

“The Women’s Balcony”
Sunday, October 8: Emil Ben-Shimon and Shlomit Ne-

hama’s dramatic comedy “The Women’s Balcony” offers 
a story about community and tradition, and the power of 
women to keep them together despite modern extremism.

“We chose ‘The Women’s Balcony’ because it is humor-
ous and comedies are hard to find,” noted Susan Hubal, a 
Film Selection Committee member. “It is current and very 
clever, has won numerous awards and it is about factions 
of current day Israeli life.”

Called a “rousing, good-hearted tale about women 
speaking truth to patriarchal power,” the film focuses on a 
gender rift in a devout Orthodox community in Jerusalem 
caused by an accident during a bar mitzvah celebration. 
When the women’s balcony in an Orthodox synagogue 
collapses, leaving the rabbi’s wife in a coma and the rabbi 
in shock, the congregation falls into crisis.

Though a “charismatic,” young rabbi appears to be a 
savior after the accident, he soon begins forcing his fun-
damentalism on the congregation and attempts to seize 
control. This tests the women’s friendships and divides 
the community’s women and men.

Community Calendar
The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.”

“Have you forgotten the date of your organization’s 
event? Can’t remember when the CJS lecture is? Are you 
planning an event and want to make sure there are no 
conflicts? Then go to www.jfgb.org and hit ‘calendar,’” 
said Sima Auerbach, executive director of the Federation. 

Updates or additions of events for the calendar can be 
made by contacting the Federation through its website 
(click on “calendar” and then “click here to request a 
change to the calendar”) or by calling 724-2332.

According to an online web page, there is a National Soup 
Day and “soup exchanges” have become a popular event 
around the country. When Temple Concord Sisterhood asked 
for program ideas, a Sisterhood member suggested the soup 
swap. Philips said, “There was positive feedback about doing 
it as a fun way to schmooze and share. I am looking forward 
to hosting in my home this first event of the 2017-18 year.”

TC Continued from page 3
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HBO executive picks her five favorite Jewish documentaries
By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) – Sheila Nevins may not be a 
household name, but she is a legend in 
the documentary film world. Since taking 
over HBO’s documentary division in 1979, 
the network’s documentaries have won 26 
Academy Awards. In that same period, as a 
producer, she has won 32 Primetime Emmy 
Awards and 34 News and Documentary 
Emmy Awards.

Along the way, Nevins has worked on 
plenty of projects with Jewish themes, touch-
ing on subjects that range from Daniel Pearl 
to the Holocaust. Some of these, Nevins told 
JTA, influenced her beyond the professional 
realm, helping her connect with her Jewish 
identity in a way that her mostly secular 
upbringing did not. “I feel Jewish and I feel proud of it, 
and I feel separated from it simultaneously,” said Nevins, 
who grew up in New York. “I wish that I could go back 
again and go to the Sunday school with all those cute boys 
my mother wouldn’t let me go to.”

Nevins has been an executive producer or producer 
on more than 1,000 films, and in May she published 
her first book, “You Don’t Look Your Age... and Other 
Fairy Tales.” (She’s 78, by the way, but you’d never 
know it –  she looks and sounds much younger, due in 
part to multiple facelifts. “I have enough Botox in me 
to detonate Iran,” the wry filmmaker told the Hollywood 
Reporter in April.)

Nevins candidly addresses this and more 
in what she calls her “eclectic memoir.” The 
book consists of stories – some true (one 
about a boyfriend whose mom didn’t like 
her because she was Jewish), some slightly 
altered (one, based on people she had met, 
about an elderly couple who sleep in sep-
arate rooms) and others that are complete 
fiction (those are “up to the reader” to figure 
out, she said).

Writing the book, she said, was similar 
to creating a documentary. “In a documen-
tary, you usually shoot 100 [minutes of 
film] to one [minute in the final product]. 
So I wouldn’t say that you make it up, but 
you determine what to include, which is a 
form of scripting,” Nevins said. “But it’s 

still true to the character.”
And speaking of characters, thanks to her celebrity-rid-

dled Rolodex, friends such as Meryl Streep, Glenn Close 
and Lena Dunham lend their voices to the audio version 
of the book.

Still, film is Nevins’ bread and butter. Here are some 
of the Jewish-themed films she is most proud of working 
on  – at least partly because they brought out the Jewish 
New Yorker in her.

 � “Schmatta: Rags to Riches to Rags” (2009)
“Schmatta” covers the rise and fall of the garment indus-

try in New York. Nevins has a bit of first-hand knowledge 
of the industry: Some of her family worked in the business, 

Sheila Nevins spoke at the 
2012 Toronto International 
Film Festival on September 
10, 2012. (Photo by Terry Rice/
Getty Images)

“Menashe” presents a rare authentic on-screen 
depiction of Chasidic Judaism

L-r: Menashe Lustig and Ruben Niborski in the film 
“Menashe.” (Photo by Federica Valabrega/A24)

and the summer after she graduated from high school, she 
took a job as a model for a clothing shop.

“This wasn’t modeling how we think of modeling,” she 
said. “You put the shawl on, and they’d say, ‘Sheila, come 
out!’ and someone would be there from Neiman Marcus or 
some department store. Then they would say, ‘Now turn 
around, go back and get the Persian lamb one!’”

Working on the film also inspired Nevins to research 
her great-aunt, who died in the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 
fire of 1911. “I suddenly felt that I had been an immigrant 
once, that I was part of this ethnic Jewish culture in New 
York,” she said.

 � “One Survivor Remembers” (1995)
This film, in which Holocaust survivor Gerda Weissman 

Klein describes how Nazis tore apart her family during 
World War II, won an Academy Award for best short doc-
umentary. Nevins was especially moved by the fact that 
Klein could not speak about the horrors of her Holocaust 
experience in her native Polish – she could only describe 
it in English, since the language “separated her from the 
experience,” Nevins said.

 �  “Larry Kramer: In Love and Anger” (2015)
Nevins became good friends with Larry Kramer, the 

Jewish playwright who became one of the 20th century’s 
fiercest gay rights advocates, while working together 
on this documentary, which chronicles Kramer’s tumul-
tuous public and private lives. They became close in 
part because of their Jewishness, she said. “We have a 
strange kind of historical ethnic connection, as if were 
family, like he’s my brother,” she said. “I can’t explain 
it.” One of the chapters in “You Don’t Look Your Age” 
is a poem titled “The Larry Kramer,” dedicated to its 
eponymous inspiration.

 � “Heil Hitler! Confessions of a Hitler Youth” (1991)
This short film turns the lens on Alfons Heck, a former 

Nazi who describes his rise to becoming a high-ranking 
member of the Hitler Youth movement. The Anti-Defama-
tion League called it a “cautionary tale that needs to be 
seen and discussed by young people everywhere.” Nevins 
became so friendly with Heck that she invited him to her 
son’s bar mitzvah several years ago.

 � “Grandpa, What’s That Number on Your Arm?” (Com-
ing in 2018)

At a screening at New York’s Museum of Jewish Heritage 
of the HBO Holocaust documentary “Night Will Fall” in 
2015, Nevins found a book in the museum’s library about 
grandparents talking with their grandchildren about the 
numbers tattooed on their arms. She thought the idea would 
make a great film – especially in an era in which children 
are exposed to tragedies around the world on social media 
without context or explanation.

Nevins has high praise for the current version of the 
short film, saying it confidently walks the line between 
being informative and too disturbing for children. “It’s 
important that [children today] know that they, too, are a 
part of this history of violence and denial,” she said.

JANE HANSER

Film
Review

JNS.org
In “Menashe,” which debuted nationally on July 28, 

director Joshua Weinstein has delicately crafted a work that 
emanates a rarely seen authenticity, tenderness and depth 
sadly lacking in other mainstream films about Chasidic 
Jews and their communities.

A Chasidic father named Menashe, who works long 
hours in a small grocery store in Brooklyn, struggling to 
make ends meet, has lost his young wife Lea to illness. 
Their sole child Rieven, an adolescent, has also become 
suddenly bereft of his beloved mother. Anchored against the 
resulting father-and-son relationship is Aizek, Menashe’s 
former brother-in-law and Rieven’s uncle, a successful, but 
arrogant, property owner who seeks custody of the boy to 
raise him in his own family. 

This heart-wrenching triangulated scenario could play 
out anywhere. But this is Borough Park, home to numerous 
Chasidic groups, a world unknown – and also misunderstood 
and misjudged – by many. Filmed on location, this engrossing 
exploration of love, grief and devotion pulses to the heartbeat 
of the Chasidic community and its many nuances. In Me-
nashe’s particular community, children must be brought up 
in a home with a mother, meaning that following his wife’s 
death, Menashe faces a choice between finding a wife or 
giving up his son, or violating the community’s tradition.

In the film, spoken almost entirely in Yiddish (with 
English subtitles), Weinstein sheds layer after layer, and 
reveals a profound humanity.

The real-life story of the unpretentious Menashe Lustig, 
who loosely portrays himself in the film, inspired this main 
character. Lustig is a grocer from New Square, NY. Except 
for Menashe’s Hispanic co-workers, all of the actors are 
Chasidim, most of whom have chosen to remain unnamed 
in the credits. Rieven is portrayed by a boy from London 
who was learning in an American yeshiva. The casting 
choices are instrumental to the film’s authenticity.

As Lea’s first yahrzeit (death anniversary) approaches, 
the conflict over custody heats up, framed by the swirling, 
towering flames of the night’s Lag B’Omer street bonfires, 
around which the Chasidim have gathered to celebrate, 
dance and sing. 

Menashe is defiant that he can be responsible for his 
son, but the harder he tries to prove his worthiness, the 
more goes wrong, and the more rebuke and humiliation 
the principled Menashe is subjected to. We empathize.

Simple affection from Menashe’s adoring son provides 
him respite from all these pressures. Rieven’s candor and 
innocence may also be all the struggling Menashe needs to 
be able to reflect and to become the father his son longs for. 

Menashe’s humble walk-up apartment where Rieven, the 
ruv (communal religious leader), Aizek and several other 
men have come to share in the yahrzeit meal, complete 
with “bachelor-proof kugel,” provides the setting for the 
dramatic climactic scene. Up close and personal, crisp 
editing masterfully evokes the tension – and high stakes 
– of this meal. With humor and drama, the community has 

its proudest moment. 
From the brilliant opening scene of a dispute over the 

sale of a head of lettuce in the grocery store where Me-
nashe is employed, to the faint sun’s rays illuminating the 
early morning netilas yadayim (ritual hand-washing) or a 
wordless sunset shared by father and son in the park, the 
camera’s deft touch pulls us into story after story. Weinstein 
calls these “micro-moments.”

“I think the whole film is like that... How does a small 
moment tell a big story?” the director tells JNS.org in a 
joint interview with the soft-spoken Lustig.

The many local characters emanate genuineness and 
a strong on-screen presence. Aware of the challenges 
Chasidim face today, Weinstein says he understands that 
when problems happen, “it’s so easy to leave… I wanted 
to make a character that by definition never even thought 
about leaving.” 

Weinstein explains that the goal of Ruben Niborski, 
who plays Rieven, “wasn’t to be an actor… He was just 
a regular boy who was humble, polite and nice, and had 
no pretenses.”

Lustig and Niborski didn’t know each other when the 
filming began, so bridging that emotional distance within 
the film’s storyline comes across as real. Lustig exclaims, 
“I told [Weinstein] that if you put the clothes of my son 
on [Niborski], he looks like my son!… The child feels to 
me very close.”

Soulful music by Zusha, a New York-based Chasidic folk 
and jazz band, vitalizes “Menashe” with modern wordless 
niggunim (melodies). The searing melody of a solo violin, 
scored by Aaron Martin and Dag Rosenqvist, adds color 
and commentary throughout the film and heightens the 
mesmerizing closing scene. 

When I ask how Weinstein chose the ending, Lustig 
doesn’t hesitate to chime in. “My answer is simple – that 
that’s a real story,” he says, “and the story will continue.”

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

WE REMEMBER YOU 2017
 A Project of Jewish Family Service

During the High Holidays 5778,
JFS will be distributing fresh food 
baskets and funds to the recipients
of your generosity who always say, 
“Thank you for remembering me.”

Supported by:
Beth David Synagogue

Chabad
Hillel Academy

Hillel at Binghamton
JCC

 Temple Concord
Temple Israel

Please help fund this program with monetary
contributions by Sept 11 to: Jewish Family Service, 

500 Clubhouse Rd, Vestal NY 13850
If you would like to donate a spice or honey, call
Roz Antoun, 724-2332 to discuss what is needed.
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299
with AdvantEdge Card

Fresh 
New York State 
Apples
U.S. #1

Wishing You A Sweet New Year
     L’Shana Tova Tikatevu 2017-5778

279 lb.

Empire Kosher  
Whole Turkey
Kosher•Frozen 
Bone-In Breast $3.99 Lb.2/$6 AdvantEdge Retail

-100
 Coupon Savings_______________________________

2/$5
with AdvantEdge Card & Coupon Below 

Kedem Sparkling Juice
25.4 oz.•Select Varieties

2/$8
with AdvantEdge Card

Pier 33 
Salmon Portions
6 oz.

2/$1
with AdvantEdge Card

Rokeach 
Yahrzeit Candle
Shabbos Candles 72 Ct. $4.99

699
with AdvantEdge Card 

Ungar’s  
Gefilte Fish
22 oz.•Original or  
No Sugar Added

2/$4
with AdvantEdge Card 

Osem  
Cake
8.8 oz. 
Honey or Marble

349
with AdvantEdge Card 

PICS  
Honey Bear
12 oz.

2/$5
with AdvantEdge Card 

Wolff’s  
Kasha
13 oz. 
Select Varieties

2/$4
with AdvantEdge Card 

Temp Tee  
Whipped  
Cream Cheese
8 oz. Tub

2/$3
with AdvantEdge Card 

Manischewitz  
Matzo Ball & Soup Mix
4.5-5 oz. 
Select Varieties

1399 lb.

Meal Mart  
1st Cut Brisket
Kosher

299 lb.

Empire Kosher  
Fresh  
8 Piece  
Cut-Up Chicken
Kosher

499
with AdvantEdge Card 

Empire Kosher  
Spicy Apple or  
Mild Italian  
Chicken Sausage
12 oz. 
Kosher

1099
with AdvantEdge Card 

Meal Mart  
Stuffed Cabbage
39 oz.

5/$5
with AdvantEdge Card 

Manischewitz  
Egg Noodles
12 oz.•Select Varieties 
or 7 oz. Large Bow Ties 
Where Available

2/$4
with AdvantEdge Card 

Lipton Kosher  
Recipe Secrets  
Soup & Dip Mix
1.9-4.3 oz. 
Select Varieties 
Where Available

299
with AdvantEdge Card 

Osem  
Mini Mandel
14.1 oz. Canister

199
with AdvantEdge Card 

Gold’s  
Borscht Soup
24 oz.•Original or  
Low Calorie

2/$5
with AdvantEdge Card 

Golden  
Blintzes 6 Pack
13 oz.•Cheese, Cherry or 
Potato

Challah Bread
Large 
Raisin $4.99 399
24 oz.

3 Lb. 
Bag

Offers effective Sunday, August 27 thru Saturday, September 30, 2017 in all Price Chopper, Market Bistro and Market 32 stores located in CT, MA, NH, NY, PA & VT. Not all items are available in all stores.

2/$5
with AdvantEdge Card 

Breakstone’s  
Whipped Butter
8 oz. Tub 
Salted or Unsalted

2/$4
with AdvantEdge Card 

Manischewitz  
Broth
32 oz. 
Select Varieties

299
with AdvantEdge Card

Kedem or Welch’s 
Manischewitz 
Grape Juice
64 oz.•Select Varieties

$1 off 2
Kedem  
Sparkling Juice
25.4 oz. 
Select Varieties

Limit 1 Price Chopper coupon per customer, per offer, per day; 
may be combined with one manufacturer coupon per product 
purchased, unless prohibited. Void if copied or altered. Offer 

effective Sunday, August 27 thru Saturday, September 30, 2017 
in our Price Chopper, Market Bistro and Market 32 stores.

COUPON  
Expires 9/30/2017

CLU #1706

BUY 1
Osem Mini Mandel 
14.1 oz.

GET 1
Osem Bamba Snack 
1 oz. 

FREE
Limit 1 Price Chopper coupon per customer, per offer, per day; 
may be combined with one manufacturer coupon per product 
purchased, unless prohibited. Void if copied or altered. Offer 

effective Sunday, August 27 thru Saturday, September 30, 2017 
in our Price Chopper, Market Bistro and Market 32 stores.

COUPON  
Expires 9/30/2017

CLU #1708

BUY 1
Osem Consomme 
14.1 oz.•Soup & Seasoning Mix

GET 1
Osem Pearl Couscous 
8.8 oz. 

FREE
Limit 1 Price Chopper coupon per customer, per offer, per day; 
may be combined with one manufacturer coupon per product 
purchased, unless prohibited. Void if copied or altered. Offer 

effective Sunday, August 27 thru Saturday, September 30, 2017 
in our Price Chopper, Market Bistro and Market 32 stores.

COUPON  
Expires 9/30/2017

CLU #1707
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Now 20 and a junior at Dartmouth, Kamen speaks with 
the experience of a seasoned agent of social change.

“We view soap as a cost-effective and urgently needed 
public health intervention in our partner communities, 
and not as a novelty for international distribution and 
consumption,” Kamen said. “The biggest thing for me is 
sustainability and self-empowerment.”

Kamen is also a U.S. Army ROTC cadet. She has re-
ceived widespread recognition for her work, including the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. Kamen said she was 
thrilled to learn that she’d been recognized by the Diller 
Teen Tikkun Olam Awards.

“It’s a lot to try to juggle running this organization 
full-time while being in school,” she said. “It’s very easy 
to get frustrated and struggle with the balance. I’m still a 
20-year-old girl who wants to go for a hike. This kind of 
validation is encouraging and reminds me what a wonderful 
thing it is to be recognized and supported.”

Ultimately, Kamen said, SOAP offers a straightforward 
solution to a problem that, though simple, has devastating 
consequences.

“It’s not a special vaccine or surgeons to do cleft palate 
repairs,” she said. “It’s something as simple as a small glob 
of antibacterial glycerin.”

This article was sponsored by and produced in part-
nership with the Helen Diller Family Foundation, which 
sponsors the Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards, annually 
awarding $36,000 to Jewish teenagers demonstrating 
exceptional leadership in repairing the world. Nomina-
tions/applications for 2018 are now open. This article was 
produced by JTA’s native content team.

Armed with soap, Jewish teen targets disease and 
poverty in the Third World

By Abigail Pickus
Article sponsored by the Helen Diller Family Foundation

Sydney Kamen has always been concerned with helping 
others.

In 2004, when genocide was raging in the Darfur re-
gion of Sudan, Kamen’s mother announced that instead 
of Chanukah gifts that year, Kamen and her sister should 
research and select a charity to support. At Jewish religious 
school on Sundays, Kamen went on service trips to soup 
kitchens, and through Georgetown Day School, he spent 
time at a women’s shelter in downtown Washington, DC.

Her first experience with aid work in a developing 
country was when she was 15, when she fought to partic-
ipate in a 10-week relief mission to Haiti for dentists and 
oral surgeons.

She was hardly deterred by the fact that she wasn’t 
a dentist – or an adult, for that matter. In Haiti, Kamen 
traveled around the country in blistering heat helping set 
up clinics offering oral care. Adults with severe abscesses 
came, bringing children whose teeth were damaged from 
eating flour mixed with soil because they could not afford 
to buy food.

“That kind of exposure was eye-opening to me,” Kamen 
recalled.

Nevertheless, Kamen was surprised to learn on a sopho-
more year service trip to Thailand how something as basic 
as soap and water is a luxury for many – one they can ill 
afford to forego.

“Over 1.8 million children die every year from diar-
rhea, but this is something that can be prevented with 
hand-washing,” Kamen said. “Hand-washing with soap 

can cut Ebola in half.”
Then Kamen had an idea: What if luxury hotels donated 

their unused soap?
By the time she returned to Thailand and Myanmar the 

following summer, Kamen had come up with a fully de-
veloped idea for a project that would not just deliver soap 
to those who needed it, but also help local women spread 
the message about the importance of soap in maintaining 
health – and pay them in the process.

Kamen spent her time in Asia laying the groundwork. 
She arranged for the soap’s delivery, trained women 
and girls to recycle and remake the soap, taught them 
about sanitation and health, and paid them to share their 
knowledge in their home communities. Armed with soap 
they could sell, the program also offered an opportunity 
to earn a living.

Four years on, the project, which Kamen dubbed SOAP 
– So Others Are Protected – now has 13 hotel suppliers and 
14 community partners in countries such as India, Myan-
mar and Kenya, and has produced and distributed more 
than 50,000 bars of recycled soap. SOAP became its own 
nonprofit in 2014, when Kamen was a high school junior.

This summer, Kamen was named one of 15 recipients 
of the Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards, a prize from the 
Helen Diller Family Foundation that awards $36,000 each 
to up to 15 Jewish teenagers across the country for their 
work repairing the world.

Since 2007, the program has awarded more than $3 
million to 99 teenagers whose work spans everything from 
helping homeless youth to improving the fuel economy of 
school buses.

Secular young Jews come here for socializing, 
Torah learning

By Josefin Dolsten
NEW YORK (JTA) – The scene inside the brick-walled 

locale minutes from Union Square has the typical trap-
pings of a New York hangout. On a recent Wednesday, 
20-somethings in jeans and button-downs crowd around 
tables, raising their voices to be heard over the loud pop 
music. The bar is stocked with bottles of Heineken and 
Blue Moon, wine and mixers for cocktails.

It’s the second part of the evening that sets it apart: 
Downstairs, the group gathers in a book-filled room to 
hear rabbis lecture about topics such as the weekly Torah 
portion, the Jewish calendar, the Jewish perspective on 
human nature and antisemitism.

Some 120 young Jewish professionals – largely not 
religious – come every week to the signature event by the 
Manhattan chapter of Meor, an Orthodox Jewish outreach 
and education group. This is significant at a time when 
reaching millennials remains a significant challenge for 
many Jewish organizations.

Many young American Jews, like their non-Jewish 
counterparts, are not seeking religious engagement, said 
Steven M. Cohen, a research professor of Jewish social 
policy at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion. “We’re starting off with a low demand constituency 
who’s not looking for Jewish engagement, as opposed to 
their predecessors,” Cohen told JTA.

The hardest age group to engage is the post-college set, he 
said. “They’re not already accessible and organized and socially 

House aides Steve Bannon and Sebastian Gorka together 
with Farrakhan and Hezbollah, in an unconvincing effort 
to label them as antisemites. But he also listed Klein, the 
president of the Zionist Organization of America.

Most liberals don’t agree with Klein about the peace 
process and consider him a strident figure. But he is some-
one who works hard to build support for the Jewish state, 
and his views are actually more in tune with mainstream 
Israeli opinion than those of The Forward’s editorial board. 
Treating him as a threat to the Jews rather than just someone 
to be opposed is a signal that any deviation from liberal 
orthodoxy will be punished with isolation and demonization.

In a world in which Google can fire an internal critic in 
the name of “diversity,” it’s hardly surprising to see Jewish 
liberals playing the same game. But those who refuse to 
listen to or to associate with political opponents are at the 
core of our society’s current political illness, in which we 
have been divided into two warring camps that have lost 
the ability to listen to each other. That’s why if you think 
there’s nothing wrong with the treatment given to Prager 
and Klein, then don’t bother the rest of us with hypocritical 
complaints about Trump.

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion editor of JNS.org and a 
contributing writer for National Review. Follow him on 
Twitter at @jonathans_tobin.

Tolerance Continued from page 2
The same spirit animated an op-ed in The Forward by 

Steven Davidson. The piece was a response to commentary 
from the right about the left’s willingness to excuse hatemon-
gering from Linda Sarsour, a Palestinian-American anti-Israel 
activist, because of shared antipathy for Trump. According 
to Davidson, there are 19 people who are more dangerous 
to the Jews than Sarsour. But while his list included some 
who do fit that bill, like Louis Farrakhan, David Duke and 
the heads of Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran, he couldn’t resist 
including mere political opponents along with terrorists.

It was bad enough that he lumped Trump as well as White 

Engaging young Jews

networked. There’s a high rate of geographic and occupational 
mobility,” Cohen said. “People move around a lot, they’re hard 
to find, they’re looking for friends, romantic relationships, 
building their careers, so they have lots of other pressures, 
needs that Jewish involvement doesn’t quite address.”

Meor Manhattan caters to a demographic that has already 
expressed interest in exploring its Judaism: alumni of cam-
pus programming by Meor or its partner organization and 
funder, Olami, a network of Orthodox groups seeking to 
counter assimilation by reaching out to unaffiliated students. 
Approximately 60 percent of the participants in the weekly 
Wednesday event are alumni of Meor or Olami campus 
programming, according to Meor Manhattan’s executive 
director, Rabbi Shmuel Lynn.

“We’re not chasing anybody; it’s people who want to 
come,” Lynn said. “But again, if the crowd is not pitched 
the right way, they’re not going to want to come. If it’s a 
meat market, if it’s a singles’ scene, if it’s a place that can be 
exploited, people are not going to come from work or leave 
work if they don’t feel comfortable. That’s why the basis 
of our program is the [Meor Olami] alumni connection.”

Meor, which launched in 2005, is active on 21 colleges 
and universities across the country, offering paid classes 
on Judaism, trips to Israel and other programming. The 
remaining 40 percent are mostly friends of alumni.

“It’s intelligent, it’s sophisticated,” Lynn said. “We’re 
not advertising to every Cohen and Goldberg on Facebook 

in New York. It’s a lot of word of mouth.”
Dave Glicklich learned about Meor as a student at 

American University, attending a weekly seminar at the 
nearby George Washington University for which he was 
paid to attend – a common practice among outreach groups. 
Participants who complete one eight-week Meor program 
can earn a $300 stipend or a heavily subsidized trip to Israel.

“[I]t got me hooked” said Glicklich, a 23-year-old devel-
opment associate at the World Union for Progressive Judaism.

Meor was Glicklich’s first real experience with studying 
Jewish texts, and it opened up the possibility of adding 
more spirituality to his life, he said. “It was riveting, fas-
cinating. I realized that I was living my life in a way that 
had maybe less meaning than I wanted to. I felt like it gave 
more purpose,” he said.

Glicklich now attends events about once or twice a 
week at Meor’s Manhattan location, which launched in 
2015 and is the only one offering programming targeted to 
college graduates. In addition to the Wednesday event, it 
also offers smaller classes about Jewish texts and Hebrew, 
subsidized trips and Shabbat programming.

Meor only employs Orthodox instructors, and it counts 
Olami among its funders, but Lynn said the community is 
welcoming of those who relate to Judaism in different ways. 
“What we’re creating here is a community of Jews that if 
someone wants to be more religious – cool. If someone’s 
See “Secular”  on page 9

Obituaries are accepted 
in The Reporter

Regular rates apply.
To place an obituary, call Bonnie 

at 607-724-2360 x244 
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Secular Continued from page 8
Judaism is Israel – cool. If someone’s Judaism is ‘I’m just 
a Jew and trying to figure that out and I like Jews and I 
like coming here’ – cool,” he said.

That atmosphere appeals to Skylar Green, a 24-year-old 
financial services professional who attends Meor Manhattan 
events twice a week. “It’s so inclusive, nobody is going to 
say anything to you,” she said. “They’d rather have you 
there than not be anywhere. I really like that about the 
mentality of the organization.”

Green said attending classes at Meor has made her 
want to live a more observant lifestyle. “I think definitely 
long term [I see myself becoming more observant], not 
this week – but maybe next week,” she said with a laugh.

Green grew up in a small Jewish community in Hunts-
ville, AL, and had little knowledge of Judaism before 
taking a class with the Meor group at Emory University in 
Atlanta. There she learned “what Shabbat really entailed, 
and knowing that kosher was a lot more than not eating 
pork,” she said.

Glicklich, too, expressed a desire to become more ob-
servant, though he was not sure when that would happen. 
“I need to know why I am doing something, and that’s an 
important part of Meor for me,” he said.

He added: “It’s easy to live your life in a secular way 
– all my friends are, my family is – and that’s how I live 
now. It’s about finding balance with what’s meaningful for 
me and what’s realistic, but there’s always a connection 
that’s there. I feel very strongly about defining as such 
and raising a family in a Jewish way and continuing that.”

Rivka Grossman has already made the change. Growing 
up in San Diego, Grossman was “deeply involved” in her 
family’s Reform synagogue. But after a trip to Israel her 
junior year of college, where she came in contact with 
observant Jews, she wanted to learn about Judaism from 
a traditional perspective. Upon returning to campus at 
George Washington University in Washington, DC, Gross-
man started attending classes with Meor. “At that time I 
didn’t know that I was going to be religious, but I wanted 
to know” more about traditional Judaism, said Grossman, 
a 23-year-old credit representative at B&H Photo.

Through the classes as well as a Meor summer program 
in Israel, she learned about Orthodox Judaism and launched 
a yearlong process of becoming observant, including keeping 
Shabbat and kosher, and wearing skirts that went past her 
knees and shirts that cover her elbows. In 2016, she married 
a man who also became religious through Meor. Grossman 

said she may have ended up at the same level of observance 
without Meor, but that the group “helped facilitate the process.”

“It probably would have taken a lot more time, and it 
would have taken a lot more effort on my part to search 
out that information,” she said.

Since moving to New York last summer, she has attended 
only a couple of events at Meor Manhattan. “I think it’s a 
really fantastic forum for people who are trying to learn 
more and trying to grow more and trying to understand their 
own identity, and I think Meor Manhattan does wonderful 
work, it’s just not the right place for me [anymore],” she said.

Instead, Grossman prefers attending classes at her Or-
thodox synagogue in Washington Heights. “I don’t think 
their audience is already religious people,” she said of 
Meor. “I think their audience is specifically those people 
who are looking and trying to understand more and are 
trying to grapple with their Jewish identity.”

Lynn said Meor educators provide attendees with infor-
mation so they can make their own decisions about how 
to identify and practice Judaism. “It’s our job to provide 
them with very legitimate, sourced, trustworthy informa-
tion and experiences to help them find the answers to the 
questions that they have, and sometimes help them even 
formulate the questions in life and help them pursue the 
conversations that are going to help them grow,” he said.

Though the Meor educators come from a variety of 
backgrounds – some are from Israel, while others are 
from the United States and Australia, and some identify as 
Zionists while others don’t – they all are Orthodox. “Yes, 
the staff members we have are people who believe in the 
Torah, who live very connected integrated Jewish lives, 
they are keeping Shabbat – not [just keeping] Shabbat one 
week and not Shabbat another week. They’re role models,” 
Lynn said. “People are going to take from them what they 
want, and they’re going to be inspired to do whatever they 
are inspired, but these are educators who live what they’re 
talking about in a very clear way.”

Being exposed to people living an observant lifestyle 
has had a major impact on Green. “I’m starting to think 
maybe it’s the right thing,” she said.

Though Green used to think that doing without TV or 
attending ball games on Saturdays would be next to im-
possible, the path seems easier now, she said. “I always 
[used to] think, ‘Oh that’s so hard,’” she said, “and then 
I really think it through and actually it’s really easy, and 
it’s probably fairly easy to give up for something better.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
JNF, Media Watch International seeking 
college professors for Israel trip

The Jewish National Fund and Media Watch International 
are seeking 20 professors from colleges and universities 
across the U.S. for the Winter Faculty Fellowship Program in 
Israel. The trip to Israel is for full-time, U.S.-based professors 
from a recognized university or learning institution. The 
deadline to apply is Sept. 12. Since the program’s inception, 
some 136 professors from six countries representing more 
than 90 American universities have traveled to Israel on the 
all-expenses-paid trip. Twenty-six professors recently took 
part in the June 2017 trip. The college professors will be 
exposed to contemporary Israeli society, culture, historical 
sites, and the people and way of life in Israel, according to 
the trip’s organizers. Each professor will be paired with an 
Israeli counterpart in their field of study to exchange research, 
teaching concepts and values with the goal of bringing these 
methods back to their own campuses. “Everyone we met in 
Israel had one thing in common: the desire to help others 
and live in peace. Israel is a ‘normal’ country, just like many 
others I have visited,” said past trip participant Maeli Melotto, 
a professor in the Department of Plant Sciences at University 
of California, Davis. The program’s primary objective is to 
create an academic exchange and an understanding of Israeli 
culture through first-hand experiences of the Jewish state.
Israel’s Tahal awarded $176 million 
development project in Zambia

The Israeli infrastructure company Tahal, a subsidiary 
of Kardan, has been awarded a $176 million project by the 
government of Zambia for the development of a large-scale 
agriculture and water project. The wide-ranging project 
will see Tahal, and its partner ZRB Consulting Finance and 
Development Limited, plan and construct a 14,000-acre 
agricultural settlement in the African nation. The settlement 
will include hundreds of private and commercial farms with 
full power and water infrastructure. The Israeli company will 
develop roads, drainage and irrigation systems, greenhouses 
and poultry houses. Further, the three-year project will involve 
the construction of packing and storage structures, a marketing 
center, agricultural machinery, laboratories, and facilities for 
“community, education, health and social and other services,” 
according to a statement released on Aug. 21 by Kardan. 
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Congregational Notes

RABBI BARUCH BINYAMIN HAKOHEN MELMAN, 
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS, STROUDSBURG, PA

Weekly Parasha
Shoftim, Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9

Shoftim: two hearts, one yearning

Friday, August 25, light candles ......................... 7:30 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, August 26 ..................... 8:29 pm
Friday, September 1, light candles ..................... 7:18 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 2 .................. 8:17 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual 
basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural, 
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York 
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY; 
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays 
and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, August 25-26, the bat mitzvah of 
Rosa Whittaker, daughter of Ruth Collins and Gary Whit-
taker, will be celebrated.

On Sunday, August 27, the annual summer picnic will 
be held at Upper Buttermilk State Park from 4- 8 pm, with 
dinner beginning at 5 pm. Those attending are asked to 
bring a dairy dish to pass, as well as their own plates and 
utensils, and to RSVP to secretary@tbeithaca.org with the 
subject “TBE Picnic” and indicate the dairy dish they are 
bringing. The park’s vehicle entrance fee is $8.

We all know Jews who are consumed with universal 
causes and issues. And we all know Jews who are consumed 
with Israel and the Jewish people. And, of course, we may 
also know Jews, who, as in a sort Venn Diagram, intersect 
both circles, and may therefore fight for both Israel and for 
universal causes of justice all at the same time.

Jewish DNA reflects a yearning to simultaneously as-
cend two figurative mountains: the universal call to serve 
humanity on the one hand, and the particular call to serve 
the Jewish people on the other hand, whereby we preserve 
our culture, religion and heritage, and celebrate solitude 
with our God.

Ultimately, through fulfilling both yearnings, we then 
come to serve God in the deepest way. Serving humanity as 

a whole, and serving God’s priestly nation of Israel – God’s 
servants for humanity, is the ultimate path to serving God 
Himself. After all, “kohein” means “servant.” “Lekhahein” 
is the infinitive verb form meaning “to serve,” and what 
is a truly lived life but one which is a life of devotion and 
service?

“Verach halevav yelech veyashov leveyto...” – “...and 
let the faint-hearted return home (rather than let his cow-
ardliness demoralize the nation).” (Deuteronomy 20:8)

This is the usual meaning of the verse. But really it is 
saying something else altogether, because “rach” actually 
means “soft.” It is saying that a soft heart is the true heart, 
the heart of the home, the heart we should always bring 
into the home. And we all have two hearts, in that the word 

levav, for “hearts,” alludes to the plural on account of the 
doubling of the letter vet. Their doubling is said to allude 
to the two inclinations – the good inclination (yetzer hatov) 
and the evil inclination (yetzer hara). See also the Shema 
and Veahavta prayer – “bechawl levavcha u’vechawl naf-
shecha u’vechawl me’odecha (with all your heart, with all 
your soul and with all your “veryness” – might, talents or 
resources).” There are times when one heart alone is not 
enough to serve Hashem!

But we have two other inclinations that are paired to-
gether as well: the Sinai inclination and the Yerushalayim 
(Jerusalem) inclination; the universal urge and the nation-
alistic urge. In truth, we should serve God with both urges.
See “Shoftim” on page 11

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed; 
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, August 25 ................................................. 7:15 pm
Shabbat, August 26 .................................................. 9 am
 ....................................................Mincha/Maariv 7:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., August 27 ................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., August 28-September 1 ........................... 7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., August 27-31 .................................. 7:15 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, August 25, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening service and a public ceremony of Brendan 
Byrnes becoming a Jew by Choice with Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, August 26, there will be no Torah study. 
At 10:30 am, there will be Shabbat morning services 
celebrating the adult b’not mitzvah of Cathy Eckert, Elsie 
Doetsch, Genevieve Ado-Mai and Lisa McCarthy, with 
Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Joshua Wallenstein.

On Friday, September 1, at 6:30 pm, there will be 
an early Pre-Luma Shabbat service with Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, September 2, there will be no Torah 
study for Labor Day weekend.

On Sunday, September 3, from 10 am-2 pm, there 
will be a Temple Concord Sisterhood rummage sale, 
featuring a buy-one-get-one-free deal on pairs of jeans.

On Tuesday, September 5, at 10:30 am, the Tuesday 
Morning Book Club will meet at Temple Concord.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Friday, August 25, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat on the 
Road at Vestal Park Nursing Home, 105 Sheedy Rd., Vestal.

On Saturday, August 26, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown, and the bar mitzvah 
of Jacob C. Weinstein. The Torah portion will be Deuteron-
omy  16:18-21:9. The haftarah will be Isaiah 51:12-52:12. 
Kiddush sponsor will be Sylvia Horowitz.

From Monday-Tuesday, August 28-29, and on Monday, 
September 4, the temple office will be closed.

On Sunday, August 27, at 10 am, there will be Rabbi 
Geoffrey Brown’s installation and brunch at the temple. 
The cost to attend will be $5 per person.

On Tuesday, September 12, at 7 pm, in the temple social 
hall, there will be a Sisterhood paid-up dessert.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a 
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-a-half weeks or 
more before the date to provide enough time to send out an 
e-mail notice to the congregation encouraging attendance in 
order to make up a minyan. Temple Israel holds weekday 
minyan services on Tuesdays and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For 
those who prefer a different day to coincide with a yahrzeit 
date, contact the temple to work on making arrangements.
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Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

The call of Sinai in the wilderness, that zone of undif-
ferentiated universality, where Israel received its charge 
to bring the Torah, the light of the world, to the nations of 
the world competes in our hearts with the yearning to be 
alone with God, apart from the other nations, on His holy 
mountain in the city of David.

But, really, they don’t contradict each other at all. 
Really, the two are actually one very deep yearning – that 
we will one day play host to all the nations of the world 
who will then come up to Yerushalayim, to God’s Holy 
Mountain to testify to God’s Oneness. Yeshayahu states, 
“Ki beisi beis tefiloh, yekare es kawl he’amim. – For my 
house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 
(Isaiah 56:7)

And in the previous verse (Deuteronomy 20:7) it 
states, “and is there any man among you who has 
betrothed a woman and not married her? Let him go 
home so that he will not die in war and have another 
man marry her.”

In the deepest sense, this is an allusion to the nation of 
Israel, who is betrothed to Hashem. Each and every year, 
Israel renews the marriage vows of Sinai on the Festival 
of Shavuot, which in addition to “weeks” also means 
“vows” or “oaths.”

The midrash alludes to Passover as the betrothal of 
Israel to God, the counting of the 49 days of sefirah as 
a bride counting off the days until she stands under the 
chuppah, and Shavuot as the actual wedding day, and 
future anniversary!

Therefore Israel is always to seek the peaceful path, 
for Israel is constantly in a state of betrothal to Hashem, 
always bringing the softness of the heart to the hearth of the 
home. We seek peace always, fighting only in self-defense 
when our enemy wants war. Because we are in a state of 
constant betrothal to Hashem, we always seek peace and 
tend to fight only as a last resort in our own self-defense 
when threatened.

“Oomee haish asher eras isha...” – “and is there any 
man among you who has betrothed a woman...” ((Deu-
teronomy 20:7)

Now this is very deep, so you have to concentrate 
really hard:

The verse itself alludes to the idea of two mountains. 
The first four words all contain the same letters – alef and 
shin, which spell aish, or “fire.” And each of the words 
have additional letters – yud, raish, raish, hey – which 
when arranged in reverse order spell harari, meaning “my 
two mountains” – two because the hey is doubled, like the 
doubling of the letter vet in “levav.”

And eras can be rearranged as rosh, and the letter sin 
can refer to the word “simcha,” bringing to mind the verse 
from psalms, “al rosh simchati” – “I will raise Jerusalem 
above my chiefest joy.”

The two mountains of Judaism are Zion and Sinai. With 
two hearts, our world/universal heart and our national/
Jewish heart, we are to serve God. But in truth they are 
really the same heart.

The JCC Friendship Club met on August 17. Morty Hof-
stein brought in a CD and we heard arias sung by Luciano 
Pavarotti. He told us what opera each came from and if it 
was not from an opera. He also told who the composer was. 
I never saw this group sit so quietly and listen. Morty told 
us that Mozart was 32-years-old when he wrote “Cosi Fan 
Tutte.” It was interesting to see Pavarotti as a young man. 
Morty told us that he was married to his first wife for more 
than 30 years and they had children. None of them became 
singers. Some of the arias were “La Danza” by G. Rossini, 
“Giromette” by Gabriele Sibella, “Don Non Vidi Mai Manon 
Lescaut” by Giaccomo Puccini and more. These songs were 
filmed at live performances. The disc was titled “Luciano 
Pavarotti: The Voice, The Maestro, The Man, His Music.”

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond. 
Ann Brillant said the blessing over the donuts provided by 
Morty. The group discussed programs for future meetings. 
Bruce Orden is willing to discuss how to use a cell phone. 
Laine Dunfort would like to have a discussion about a 
topic, for example: experiences one had that occurred in 
the past, such as during the High Holidays. We will be 
going to the Kopernik Observatory the last Wednesday in 
August. Come join us on Wednesdays at 1:30 pm at the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

Sylvia Diamond
President

Talents on stage at Camp JCC

Jack Serafini channeled 
Elvis Presley as he sang 
“Hound Dog” at the annual 
Camp JCC Talent Show on 
August 10. Sabra K campers and their counselors performed “Can’t Stop the Feeling.”

Holden David played a “Concerto in D Minor” at the 
annual Camp JCC Talent Show on August 10.

Rebecca Martin sang 
“Superficial Love.”

Joe Massaro sang “One 
Call Away” at the talent 
show.

The TLC Boat Boys performed an original song, “Boat Song.”

L-r: Jasmin Rosales and Mia Mikloucich performed in a 
“Flower Princess Play.”

At right: Jordyn 
G o l d b e r g 
performed a 
“Color Guard” 
routine at the 
talent show.

L-r:  TLC counselors 
Pat Corrigan and Ellie 
Barvinchak took part in the 
TLC campers’ act, “I Love 
Rock and Roll.”

Shoftim Continued from page 10

largely by the study of European Jewries. For more 
information, visit http://events.cornell.edu/event/mo-
dernity_in_the_sephardi_diaspora.

Gavriel Shapiro, professor of comparative literature 
at Cornell University, will give a lecture, “Recollec-
tions of a Personal Passover,” on his recent memoir, 
“Thanksgiving All Year Round,” on Thursday, November 
16, at 4:30 pm, in Goldwin Smith Hall Room 142. For 
more information, visit http://events.cornell.edu/event/
gavriel_shapiro.

Cornell Continued from page 1

Whether you’re moving across town or 
across the country, please let The Reporter 
know so you can stay up to date on com-

munity news and quickly receive the paper 
at your new (or temporary) address! 

E-mail treporter@aol.com with “Reporter 
Address change” in the subject line, or call 
607-724-2360, ext. 254, to let The Reporter 
know about your new address.

Moving any time soon?
Or just leaving town for a few months?

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850 • (607)724-2417

Stay up-to-date with all the 
latest news

at the

• Follow us on Facebook
• Visit us at www.binghamtonjcc.org

• Receive our emails - email MelanieN@binghamtonjcc.org & sign up!



August 25-31, 2017Page 12 - The Reporter

NEWS IN BRIEF

Officials from largest U.S. Islamic charity promote 
antisemitism on social media

Senior officials working for Islamic Relief, the largest Muslim charity in the U.S., have pro-
moted antisemitism, according to new evidence uncovered by the Middle East Forum think tank’s 
Islamist Watch project. Khaled Lamada, chairman of Islamic Relief’s U.S. branch (IR-USA), 
has posted antisemitic content and publicly expressed support for the Muslim Brotherhood – 
the parent group of the Palestinian terrorist organization Hamas – on his social media accounts 
since 2013. In social media posts written in Arabic, Lamada “appears to hate Jews and admire 
violence against Israel,” Islamist Watch said; he has also praised the “Mujahidin of Egypt” for 
“causing the Jews many defeats.” Further, Lamada has peddled antisemitic conspiracy theories, 
including videos that claim Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi is a Jewish agent working to 
sow division and promote sexual promiscuity among Egyptian Muslims. In July, Islamist Watch 
uncovered antisemitic social media posts by other IR-USA senior officials, including Yousef 
Abdallah, who posted content glorifying “martyrs” who provided weapons to “kill more than 
20 Jews” and “fire rockets at Tel Aviv.” Islamic Relief – although it is designated as a terror 
group by the United Arab Emirates and is closely associated with the Muslim Brotherhood 
– receives financial support from the United Nations and numerous governments around the 
world, including some $370,000 in aid from the U.S. in 2016. Research by Islamist Watch has 
revealed that this funding is often channeled to Hamas-affiliated organizations operating in Gaza.
New IDF chief medical officer hails from Druze community

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Brig. Gen. Dr. Tarif Bader was sworn in Aug. 
17 as the IDF’s chief medical officer, marking the first time in Israel’s history that the 
position is manned by a Druze officer. Bader replaced Brig. Gen. Dr. David Dagan, who 
served in the post for three years. Previously, Bader headed the IDF’s medical mission 
to treat wounded Syrians on Israel’s northern border, and commanded three of the mil-
itary’s humanitarian delegations: to Haiti in 2010, Nepal in 2015 and Turkey in 2016.

From JNS.org
Iran warns it can enrich uranium for nuclear weapons “in 
five days”

Iran warned on Aug. 22 that it is capable of resuming high-level uranium enrichment 
– up to 20 percent – within five days. This degree of enrichment can be used in a nuclear 
weapon. “If we make a determination, at most in five days we can start 20-percent enrich-
ment in Fordo (the site of an Iranian nuclear plant),” the head of Iran’s Atomic Energy 
Organization, Ali Akbar Salehi, told Iranian media. Salehi’s comments follow a warning 
the week of Aug. 18 by Iranian President Hassan Rouhani that the Islamic Republic 
could abandon its 2015 nuclear agreement with world powers “within hours” if the U.S. 
follows through with imposing new sanctions on Iran. The nuclear deal stipulates that 
Iran must cap its uranium enrichment at 3.5 percent. In early August, President Donald 
Trump signed new sanctions against Iran over its ballistic missile program and human 
rights violations. The sanctions were enacted amid Iran’s reported fueling of the recent 
Temple Mount crisis in Israel, as well as the Islamic Republic’s agreement to bolster 
relations with the Palestinian terror group Hamas.
Poll: 1 in 10 Americans say neo-Nazi views are “acceptable”

Nearly one in 10 Americans say it is “acceptable” to hold neo-Nazi views, according to 
a new ABC News/Washington Post poll. Among 1,014 respondents surveyed in the poll, 9 
percent said neo-Nazi views are acceptable, with 83 percent calling such views “unacceptable” 
and 8 percent saying they had no opinion on the matter. The survey found that 13 percent 
of Republicans and 17 percent of respondents supporting President Donald Trump deemed 
neo-Nazi views as acceptable. The poll was conducted in English and Spanish via landline 
and cellphone calls from Aug. 16-20. The survey comes shortly after the violent white su-
premacist rally in Charlottesville, VA, where a 32-year-old woman was killed and 19 were 
injured when a neo-Nazi supporter rammed his vehicle into a crowd of counter-protesters.
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These care services 
include but are not 
limited to:
 • Bath Assistance
 • Meal Prep
 • Cleaning
 • Shopping, etc.

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and 
repairs, along with 

in-home care services. 

John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)

888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

754-6376pbaker927@yahoo.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work

We Install, Service & Repair...

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully Insured
Free

EstimatesOur
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER

ISA CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

Professionals In All Phases Of:
· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET
607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or

I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!

References Available
607-760-0530

griles45@gmail.com

Need Help
Selling Your Stuff?

Experienced and insured local seller with
years of experience pricing and selling online,
at auction and regional flea markets will assist in 

getting the most money for your junk or treasures.
Confidential, discrete, reasonable & affordable.

I don’t get paid until you do!
Call (607) 699-9004 ask for Jonathan

No Shabbos Calls Please

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling 

Specializing in kitchens and baths
 For a free estimate call

Kevin Micha Construction at
607-221-5985 

Licensed and insured

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling
Specializing in kitchens & baths

 For a free estimate,
please call

Kevin Micha Construction
at 607-221-5985 

Licensed and insured

Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street

Johnson City
New York 13790

Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org

Education • Advocacy • Support

Affordable Painting
Interior/Exterior Painting

Paul Merwin
607-201-7868
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Painting, Staining
(Log Cabins, Barns & Decks)

Wall Patching,
Pressure Washing

and more...

A Gift for You and Your Loved One

New Book by Martin Bidney

A Lover’s Art:
The Song of Songs in Musical

English Meters, plus 280
Original Love Poems in Reply – 

A Dialogue with Scripture
Mystical, Mythical, Whimsical:

Lyrics in Solomon-Style to Woman,Wisdom,World

Jewish and Cosmopolitan

Dialogic Poetry Press
Available from Amazon


