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Glimmerglass Festival to feature Big Galut(e)
klezmer concert on Aug. 8
The Glimmerglass Festival will present
a concert by klezmer ensemble Big Galut(e)
on Tuesday, August 8, at 5 pm, in the Pavilion behind the main stage. In keeping
with this season’s themes of “Home and
Community,” the five-member ensemble
will present a variety of music from the
Jewish Diaspora’s homelands, including
Old World dances, traditional folk songs,
jazz tunes and Yiddish-flavored takes on
classic musicals.
Winners of the Simcha Prize at the
2017 International Jewish Music Festival

in Amsterdam, this crossover quintet has
been heard on PRI’s “The World” and
WNYC’s “New Sounds,” and appeared at
colleges and universities from Stanford to
Oberlin, on chamber series from Hawaii to
New York, at the National Yiddish Book
Center and New York Klezmer Series, and
at synagogues and Jewish Community
Centers nationwide.
Tickets cost $20 for adults and $10
for youth. For information or tickets,
visit www.glimmerglass.org or call
547-2255.

At right: Big
Galut(e) members
(l-r) Richard
Sosinsky, Sasha
Margolis, Robin
Seletsky, Michael
Leopold and Mark
Rubinstein.

Family Field Days at JCC on Aug. 6
The Jewish Community Center of
Binghamton will hold a Family Field Days
event on Sunday, August 6, from 11 am-2
pm. The cost of attendance will be $5 per
person, with a $20 maximum for families.
The entire community is welcome and
encouraged to attend.
Among the program’s offerings will be
carnival games, a watermelon eating con-

test and a water slide. DJ Johnny Only will
also be present at the event. For families
with younger children, the Field Days will
have an area with activities specifically
for toddlers. There will be snacks for sale
and a basket raffle. The JCC is currently
taking donations for baskets from area
businesses and individuals. Those interested can contact Nichole Fuller at the

JCC at 724-2417.
The event and all proceeds raised
will directly benefit the JCC’s Early
Childhood Center. The ECC seeks to
“provide a warm and caring environment
where children explore, experiment,
play, grow, and learn to ask questions.”
Programming is offered for infants-5years-old, including full-day daycare and

preschool, half-day preschool, art and
physical education classes and Universal
Pre-Kindergarten. Money raised from
the Field Days will be used to provide
classrooms with needed items.
For more information about the Family
Field Days program, the Early Childhood
Center or the JCC, contact the JCC office
at 724-2417.

Ithaca Summer Jewish Film Festival to conclude Aug. 9

The Arts Committee of Temple Beth-El
has invited the community to the third and
final screening of its annual Jewish film
festival. It will be held on Wednesday,
August 9, in the social hall of the temple,
located at the corner of Court and Tioga
streets in Ithaca. Doors will open at 6:30
pm for free refreshments and socializing.
The film, which will begin at 7 pm, will
be “The Women’s Balcony,” an Israeli
film that is said to be receiving “rave
reviews” nationwide.
Tickets cost $8 at the door. The film is
appropriate for children ages 10 and older,
with teenagers encouraged to attend. The
theme this year has been the strength of

women. Offerings so far this summer
included “Fanny’s Journey” in June, and
“Ahead of Time: The Extraordinary Journey
of Ruth Gruber” in July.
In “The Women’s Balcony” (2016 Israel, Hebrew with subtitles), an accident
during a bar mitzvah celebration leads
to a gender rift in a devout Orthodox
community in Jerusalem. This dramatic
comedy presents women speaking truth
to patriarchal power.
Israeli refreshments will be served.
The film festival is made possible by
Menemsha Films and the National Center
for Jewish Film. For more information,
call 257-9924.

At right: “The
Women’s Balcony”
will be shown on
August 9 at Temple
Beth-El in Ithaca.

Spotlight

BU students reflect on recent Birthright trip to Israel
Binghamton University students recently
returned from a Birthright trip to Israel with
38 other students, mostly from BU, on the
Mayanot Birthright Bus 205 trip organized
by Chabad of Binghamton. Two BU students
offered their reflections.

Expecting miracles

By Brittany Piket ‘17
Even though I grew up as a Reform Jew,
Judaism has always played a big part in my
life. I attended Hebrew school for 13 years,
I can read Hebrew, I spent a summer at a
Jewish sleepaway camp and I was very
involved in BBYO, a Jewish youth organization in high school. However, when I got
to college, I’m saddened to say I lost much
of my connection to the religion.
I still observed the High Holidays of Yom
Kippur and Rosh Hashanah, even though
none of my friends at Binghamton are Jewish, and many struggled to understand my

B’nai mitzvah students posed with staff of the Birthright trip at the Kotel.
connection to these holidays, since I hardly
observed any other part of the religion. Here
I am, a college graduate, and I have finally

rediscovered the connection to this beautiful
religion that I have craved for the past four
years. I regret not taking advantage of the

opportunities that Chabad and other Jewish
groups on campus had to offer. However,
regret doesn’t get you anywhere in life.
Instead, I will be taking this feeling
of regret and turning it into a feeling of
opportunity. I spent a good portion of the
trip asking Rabbi Levi [Slonim] and other
Israeli staff about what simple things I can
do on a daily basis to feel more connected
to my religion. It’s easy to feel connected
when you’re in the most Jewish country
on earth, but carrying that feeling back to
America can be difficult. Rabbi [Slonim]
has encouraged me to begin my day with
the Modeh Ani morning prayer, to say the
Shema at least once a day and, of course,
to attend Shabbat services at Chabad as a
graduate student at Binghamton next year.
Throughout Hebrew school, we always
learned of the stories of Moses, Noah, Abraham, Joseph and many other prophets and
See “Birthright” on page 5
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE NOTES

The Gandhi Project – a personal story of homelessness
The name of the respondent has been changed for
privacy purposes.
Let me introduce you to Mike, a 56-year-old black man
with a broad smile and a firm handshake. His friendly
demeanor led me to say “Hi” to him as our paths crossed
at my first meeting of a local non-profit organization days
after the 2016 election. He wore a striped button-down shirt
with a necktie, belted khakis and sneakers, looking neat, but
not crisp, even a little over-dressed for the occasion. His
dress led me to think that perhaps he was an organization
representative and not just a heartbroken voter looking for
a way to get involved in the new political scene.
Since I arrived a bit early and had no idea what to expect
of the gathering, I asked Mike if knew what was going on
and he handed me a clipboard with an attendance sheet and
a pen. Then he proceeded to tell me that he volunteers at this
organization to fulfill his work requirement because he receives
financial assistance from the Department of Social Services.
My work at Jewish Family Service these past 15 years
has taught me volumes about the human service network
in Broome County, yet I never have a clear picture of the
complex inner workings of DSS. So I asked Mike what kind
of help he was receiving and he said, “Well, I was homeless
and now I have a room. DSS is paying for that.” Too much
information, maybe, but really, not enough either. I treaded
carefully, trying to figure out what to say to him, already
understanding that his life experiences were so different from
mine. In my job as director of JFS, I am rarely at a loss for
words, but this situation was a conundrum. I wanted to know
more about him and the system without invading his privacy.
I have run into Mike a number of times at local meetings,
and each time I find his warmth and friendship endearing.
So, when Reverend Gary Doupe invited me to participate
in the Gandhi Project, I found my niche; I would interview
local people, like Mike if he would agree, and write about
the social issues that confront them personally. Why? So
that I can learn about the struggles people in our wider
community face whose life experiences are so unlike mine
and give them an opportunity to be heard. And, of great
importance to me, to share their stories and put a real face
to their struggles and their humanity.
Now to focus in on the Gandhi Project’s tag line for this month,
“In a good society, what do people deserve?” Thought-provoking to say the least. So now listen to what Mike said about his
own life’s journey and how he looks at his life in this society.
Mike is the youngest of five children, having grown up in
a stable nuclear family in St. Albans, Queens. His dad owned

a gas station in a white neighborhood, although they lived in a
black neighborhood.After finishing high school, Mike worked
for five years in a furniture and carpeting store in Queens.
He learned how to cut carpeting, but not install it. When that
business closed, he worked at McDonald’s and found himself
going from job to job with periods of unemployment and
homelessness. He even ended up in a shelter with his wife
and young child. We talked about how this happened and he
did admit to some really poor decision making at the time.
He was married twice. The first marriage ended in divorce
after 30 years, leaving him with no relationship with his
two children ages 25 and 29 years, nor his former wife.
His second wife died suddenly from a heart attack in 2015
after only two years of marriage, leaving Mike not only
grieving and depressed, but homeless. A series of events
led Mike into this episode of homelessness: though he was
always behind in the rent, the landlord let Mike and his
wife stay, but then the apartment was sold to new people,
and, when Mike’s wife died, the new landlord got a court
ordered eviction to put him out.
Since Mike and his wife were recipients of Public Assistance, when she died his single person stipend was not
enough for Mike to pay the rent. With no options, Mike put
his belongings in storage at a cost of $87 per month, which
was soon to be auctioned off for lack of payment, and moved
into a dormitory at the Volunteers of America shelter. He was
able to stay there one month, when DSS stopped paying for
his shelter there. Mike exuded happiness when he told me
about his room, with a shared kitchen and bath. DSS pays
his rent of $380 per month, but gives him no cash assistance.
What is hospitality to Mike? “Complete and utter kindness, unconditional kindness – from the heart, nothing in
return. We should practice it more often.”
Mike has a remarkable ability to keep a positive outlook. He admits that ending up at the VOA shelter was a
difficult place to be, but he made friends with the staff and
residents. “If things get too bad, go to God,” he told me.
As the interview moved on, I began to think about how I
would manage in his situation. How does he do laundry or even
buy razor blades? He told me he gets $194 from SNAP, formerly called Food Stamps. He collects bottles and cans for extra
money. Once in a while, he gets a gift from family members.
We talked about his inability to find full time stable
employment, always leaving him without money or a
stable living environment. For years through Workforce,
which is a New York State Employment Service, Mike
received training on computers, assistance with his resume

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

and customer service classes, but none of this training has
resulted in a stable employment situation. I asked him about
his feelings and he replied, “But I’ve tried.”
The next step in Mike’s education, with the goal of landing
him a job, is placement in a program for people 55 and older
calledAssociates for Training and Development. This program
provides ongoing training and support while the students are
learning job-specific skills. The students provide a needed
community service to the organizations and the community
as they are being trained. Mike is OK about going to this
program, but admits he would like to stay at his current
placement, where he has met a diverse group of caring people.
So what has gotten Mike through all the struggles of
his life? “God pulled me through,” he said. His support
system is the many churches he attends, having found
that connection from childhood. Mike says that he gets
his “upbeat spirit from God himself.” He loves music and
writes poetry, things I would never have known about him
if not for this interview.
“Do we have a good society?” I asked Mike. “Well that
would be a society where life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness counted,” he said. Mike thinks we are a narcissistic society. He states it plainly, “This is an ‘about me’
society.” He feels that society should be “ about reaching out
to others, being concerned about their goals and concerns.”
Mike told me that he was honored to be interviewed by
me for this project and laughingly told me, “Nobody ever
walked up to me and said they wanted to interview me.”
As the interviewer, I like talking to people who are sitting
right there with me, looking into their eyes and getting to
know them more deeply because I believe that this lets
them know that their lives are important to me.
Back to the question, “Do we have a good society?” I
suppose each of you will answer that in your own diverse
ways, but I hope this gives you a bit of insight into a person’s life, maybe so different from your own, that you will
factor in when taking a moment to answer this question.
Forming healthy human connections is where it’s at.
Those connections keep me going, and always have, even
in the toughest times. I get my energy from being with supportive people, people who encourage me and allow me to
keep learning about people and ideas I do not understand.
I am asking you to call me at my office at 724-2332 or
e-mail me at Rozjfs@stny.rr.com to chat about the issues
raised by Mike’s example. There is so much here to think
about, namely, our society’s benefits and challenges interlaced
with the human component. Lots to contemplate, right?

Opinion
In My Own Words

Community
There are times when a novel makes me pause and think
about some aspect of my own life. This particular novel included
the story of a couple who became isolated when dealing with
a gravely ill child. They weren’t part of a community and had
no family in the area. I couldn’t help wishing they belonged to
a synagogue (the family was Jewish) or a social group or other
type of organization so they wouldn’t be so alone.
While not every synagogue or Jewish organization helps
all its members in this way, having a community can be
vitally important. Long before governmental safety nets

Correction

In the July 14 Reporter Community Guide, the ad for
Brookdale Vestal East on page 31A was missing a contact
phone number, 722-3422. The Reporter apologizes for
the error. It was noted in the Health Care Directory on
the same page.
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RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR
existed, a community – whether a religious one, a guild
or labor union, or a social organization – helped care for
its own poor and sick. Those who didn’t belong to a group
had little or no support. Admittedly, the system was not
perfect, but a basic framework existed to help those in need.
It’s true that people with a large group of friends don’t
necessarily need this type of community. I know someone
with a sick child who has received a great outpouring of
meals, money and other types of support from friends and
acquaintances. Modern technology actually makes this
easier to organize: I’ve worked with a website that creates
a schedule for bringing meals to a home-bound person. All
I had to do was set up the meal train and e-mail the information to a list of names my friend gave me. She did the
same for me when I had surgery. This site and others can
also help arrange rides to doctor appointments and handle
other needs. But for this to work, you must have enough
friends or acquaintances to fill those slots.
What I appreciate about my synagogue community is
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that people take responsibility for each other, even when
they aren’t close friends. Someone doesn’t have to be my
best buddy for me to attend a shiva minyan or to help out
in some other way. The friend who organized the meal
train after my cochlear implant surgery told me that more
people wanted to make me a meal than there were slots.
Those meals made my life so much easier, even after I was
back at work. People made so much food that I froze the
leftovers and used them when I was too tired to prepare
dinner. Those who came to the shiva minyans held after my
father and younger brother died have a special place in my
heart. These small actions mean more than people realize.
We all hope that nothing terrible will happen to us, but,
if we live long enough, most of us will face illness, pain and
loss. How wonderful when our lives are filled with people
who want to help us. How wonderful for people to feel an
obligation to something larger than themselves and know
that a group will be there when they need help. A life filled
with caring and community is a blessing.
Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Layout Editor Diana Sochor
Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen
Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown
Proofreaders
Barbara Bank, Eleanor Durfee, Fran Ferentinos,
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Book Club to meet at
Temple Concord

Rocky Mountain Jewgrass will perform
at the Sam Pomeranz Jewish Community
Center of Syracuse, 5655 Thompson Rd.,
DeWitt, NY, on Sunday, August 13, at 4
pm. The four-person group features Saul
Rosenthal (lead vocals and guitar), Ben
Cohen (banjo and mandolin), Gail deVore
(fiddle) and Eric Roberts (bass). It blends
traditional bluegrass-style playing with
contemporary and classic Jewish themes and
music. Dancing is allowed and encouraged.
Some compositions are based on Jewish
liturgy, while others are takeoffs on popular
music. The show is “family friendly.”
“Rocky Mountain Jewgrass has great
stage presence and their shows are inundated with a heavy dose of humor, combined
with beautiful harmonies and skilled musicianship,” said organizers of the event.
“They create a new form of Jewish music
entertainment that will delight Jewish and
non-Jewish audiences of all ages.”

The concert has been made possible by a
grant from the Philip L. Holstein Community Program Fund of the Jewish Federation
of Central New York. It is sponsored by the
Sam Pomeranz Jewish Community Center
of Syracuse and Temple Adath Yeshurun.

OF NOTE

Loew

Jake Loew, son of Jeffrey and Ani Loew,
of Binghamton, was recently named a first
team All-America by Jewish Sports Review,
as announced by the publication. Loew,
a senior at Shenandoah University, has
received numerous accolades after leading
the Shenandoah Hornets in extra base hits
and RBIs. He plays as a designated hitter
and at first base.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israel removes Temple Mount metal detectors in favor
of “advanced technologies”

Israel decided on July 24 to remove the metal detectors at the Temple Mount, which
had been installed following the recent terror attack that killed two Israeli policemen
near the holy site, in favor of “security measures based on advanced technologies.” After
Palestinian-incited riots and terror attacks that came in response to Israel’s Temple Mount
security measures, the Israeli Security Cabinet announced it accepted a recommendation
by security agencies to incorporate “smart checks” and other security measures instead
of metal detectors “in order to ensure the security of visitors and worshippers in the Old
City and on the Temple Mount.” “Until the implementation of the plan, the Israel Police
will reinforce its units and carry out additional actions as necessary in order to ensure the
security of visitors on the Mount,” the Security Cabinet said in a statement, adding that
Israel has allocated a budget of up to $28 million to implement the plan during a timeframe
of up to six months. The violence that followed Israel’s installation of the metal detectors
included a Palestinian terrorist’s fatal stabbing of three members of an Israeli family – Yosef,
Chaya and Elad Salomon – in the Samaria community of Halamish the night of July 21.

The Jewish Community wishes to express its sympathy
to the family of

Sandra Gerber
The Jewish Community wishes to express its sympathy to Josef Marks
on the death of his wife and Jeff Marks on the death of his mother,

Bonnie Lorraine Marks
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ext. 244 or bonnie@
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AFTON GOLF COURSE
Open to the public

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
b Including a large selection of Kosher Dairy & Frozen items.
Grocery b

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
3 oz.•Bittersweet or Milk
–––––––– –––––––– ––––––––

Rocky Mountain Jewgrass
to perform in Syracuse

Featuring the largest kosher selection of fresh meat, poultry,
dairy, frozen & grocery in the Binghamton area.

1.9-4.09 oz.•Select Varieties

Lipton Recipe
Secrets Soup Mixes

5

2/$

Where Available

Elite
Chocolate Bars

1

99

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
12 oz.•Select Varieties
All Natural•Where Available

Ancient Harvest
Quinoa

5

99

4 oz.•Cake Batter, Chocolate
Chip or Brownie Batter

Mrs. Thinster’s
Cookie Thins

5

2/$

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
16 oz.
16 oz.•All Varieties
All Natural

Justin’s
Almond Butter

9

99

Where Available

Nathan’s Coney
Island Mustard

4

2/$

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

b Including a selection of Glatt Kosher Fresh and Frozen Beef, Chicken & Turkey.
Meat b

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
16 oz.
–––––––– ––––––––

Vichy France in 1941 with the help of
the director of Museum of Modern Art in
New York City and the American consul
in Marseilles.
“Burning Lights,” Bella’s memoir of her
childhood in Vitebsk before the Russian
Revolution, was an early Book Club choice.
The club will discuss “In My Mother’s
House: A Memoir by Kim Chernin” on
Tuesday, September 12.
All Book Club events are free and open
to the public; it is not necessary to have read
the book to attend and participate in the
discussion. Refreshments will be available.
For more information or to be added to
the Book Club e-mail list, contact Merri
Pell-Preus at merrypell.preus@gmail.com
or 724-6040.

Empire Kosher 8 Piece
Cut-Up Chicken $2.99 Lb.

Empire Kosher Fresh
Chicken Breasts

5

99

Empire Kosher
Turkey or
Chicken Franks

1

99

lb.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
7 oz.

Empire Kosher Sliced
Turkey, Turkey Salami
or Turkey Pastrami

3

79

48 oz.

Meal Mart Ground
Beef Patties 3 Lbs.

17

b Including a selection of Salmon Fillets & Steaks.
Fish b

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
12 oz.
4 oz.

Blue Circle
Smoked Salmon

FREE

BUY 1 AT $10.99, GET 1

Nathan’s Herring
Snacks in White Wine
or Cream Sauce

4

99

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Exclusively at the Binghamton Store
Foundry Plaza • 10 Glenwood Avenue • 770-7151

Weekday Special • Monday - Friday
Green Fee & Cart $30.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $36.00
1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
or 639-2454
I-88 Exit 7 • AFTON, NY Call for tee times
www.aftongolf.com

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

99

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––

The Book Club will meet on Tuesday,
August 8, at 10:30 am, at Temple Concord,
9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The book to
be discussed is “The Bridal Chair,” which
author Gloria Goldreich has described
as “biofiction” of Marc Chagall’s only
daughter, Ida.
Chagall painted “The Bridal Chair” in
1934 for his daughter’s wedding to Michel
Rapoport, a man he did not approve of. In
the painting, the chair is empty. In contrast,
a miniature copy of the joyful painting
Chagall created on the occasion of his own
marriage to Bella Rosenfeld, Ida’s mother,
can be seen on the wall.
Despite his disapproval, Chagall needs
Ida and Michel to get his paintings to
America after he and Bella are to escape

Bin

Prices effective Sunday, July 30 thru Saturday, August 26, 2017.
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Off the Shelf

Reading for those lazy hazy crazy days of
RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN summer – Part 2

Vacation reading question: If you have a week of vacation, would you rather read one very long novel or several
short ones? There’s no correct answer: I’ve done both. The
important thing is to make certain you have enough to read.
That explains why, on my rare vacations out of town, I take
far more books with me than I can possibly finish. What if I
don’t like one of them and have nothing else to read? What if
my car breaks down and I have to stay for a few extra days?
What if I get sick and can’t drive home and need something to
amuse myself when my friends are at work? For the average
four-day vacation, two days of which are spent traveling, I take
at least four books – even if I know I’m going to a bookstore
and even if I’m staying with friends whose shelves are filled
with books I can borrow. Far better to be safe than sorry and
throw an extra bag – one filled with books – in the trunk than
take a chance on have nothing to read.
“Modern Lovers”
Some novelists can capture the essence of a character
in a few words or sentences. This usually occurs when a
writer offers an unexpected emotional revelation – a thought
so perfectly distilled that I usually pause to appreciate the
insight. For example, in Emma Straub’s “Modern Lovers”
(Riverhead Books), the relationship between a father and
son is clearly shown when, after realizing his son will never
share experiences that were important to him in his youth,
the father “put his sadness away in a deep, deep pocket
and sat down next to his son” to enjoy the one connection
they have. The fact that this line doesn’t play a major role
in the plot shows the care Straub takes in revealing the
inner lives of her characters. These details slowly build as
the author explores how the lives of two families change
throughout the course of one summer.
Elizabeth, Andrew and Zoe have known each other
since college, when they were members of a rock band.

Notice of Formation of SLIC, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/17. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY 13850.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
L & M Realty Partners VII, LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 6/16/17. Cty: Broome.
SSNY desig as agent upon whom
process against may be served &
shall mail process 2140 Second Ave.,
Merrick, NY 11566. General Purpose.
______________________
L & M Realty Partners V, LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 6/16/17. Cty: Broome.
SSNY desig as agent upon whom
process against may be served &
shall mail process 2140 Second Ave.,
Merrick, NY 11566. General Purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLCName: Flex Create Studios, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on (6/19/2017). Location:
Broome County. SSNY designated as
agent for service of process on LLC.
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to:
1816 E. Campville Rd. Endicott NY
13760. Purpose: Any lawful purpose
(607)341-5339
______________________
J & J ENTERPRISES, LLC,
LLC NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(“LLC”)
Articles of Organization of J & J
Enter prises, LLC filed with the
NYS Secretary of State (NYSS) on
5/15/2017. Office of LLC is in Broome
County. NYSS designated as agent
for service of process against it.
NYSS shall mail process to 210 N.
Nanticoke Avenue, Endicott, New
York 13760. Business purpose: any
lawful activity.”
______________________
LUSTROUS LOCKS HAIR
COMPANY, LLC. Art. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 6/19/2017. Office:
Broome County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the LLC, 7014
13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY
11228. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
______________________
Notice of formation of RESPONDER
ADMIN SOLUTIONS LLC. Art. Of
Org. filed with the Sect’y of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/21/16. Office

The fourth member of the group, Lydia, became famous
using one of the band’s songs and then died in her 20s.
Now in their late 40s, Elizabeth and Andrew are married
with a son, Harry. Zoe lives next door with her wife, Jane,
and their daughter, Ruby. When Hollywood wants to make
a movie about Lydia using the music they co-wrote, it
creates dissension: Elizabeth and Zoe readily give their
permission, while Andrew resists for reasons that make no
sense to Elizabeth. To complicate matters, Jane and Zoe
are having marital problems, Ruby and Harry begin an
affair, and Andrew becomes involved in a quasi-religious
organization that emotionally separates him from his family.
Elizabeth, who gave up song writing to become a real estate
agent, finds herself not only questioning her relationship
to Andrew, but all the choices she’s made since college.
Although this might make “Modern Lovers” sound like
a soap opera, the opposite is true because the author creates
three-dimensional characters. Straub writes so lovingly of
these people’s quirks, flaws and strong points that it’s impossible not to like them. What also helps is that the characters
are intelligent people who can admit when they’re wrong
– even if it takes them a while to recognize their mistakes.
The novel makes for easy and pleasant beach reading, but
the writing and characterization elevates it to literary status.
“Days of Awe”
A year can make an enormous difference in a person’s
life. That’s true for Isabel Moore, the narrator of “Days
of Awe” by Lauren Fox (Vintage Books). Since her best
friend, Josie, died in a car accident, Isabel’s husband,
Chris, has moved out and everything she does irritates
her 10-year-old daughter, Hannah. Even Josie’s husband,
Mark, whom Isabel has known since grade school, is no
longer part of her life. The only thing that remains the same
is her relationship with her mother, although her mother is

mourning her own losses after a stroke.
Josie’s death haunts Isabel, making it impossible to focus
on what’s happening around her. While thinking about the
past, she reviews everything from her parents’ divorce to
how she and Mark bonded because they were the only Jews
in their Milwaukee school. Isabel also explains how she
tried unsuccessfully to escape from Milwaukee and why she
returned to the city of her birth. Although aimless when she
returned home, Isabel decides to become a teacher, a job
that becomes even better when she meets Josie. Their first
interaction turns into an instant friendship. Yet, as Isabel
looks back, she sees the cracks in their relationship – not
only how they were different, but the wildness in Josie that
she didn’t share. The question becomes whether Isabel can
let go of the past and embrace a new vision of the future.
About three-quarters of the way through “Days of Awe,”
I wondered why no one had suggested Isabel see a therapist.
Yes, she and Chris go to marriage counseling and her mother
takes Isabel to a support group, but someone stuck on a loss
a year after the event needs help. However, that thought
didn’t prevent me from enjoying the novel because Isabel
is an appealing character; the descriptions of her life and
relationships were absorbing enough for me to pass over this
flaw. Fox makes clear the special relationship between Isabel
and Josie, which highlights the role friendship can play in a
life. That made Isabel’s reactions realistic and moving. One
question remains about the ending, though: I can’t decide if it’s
happy, profoundly sad or a bittersweet combination of the two.
“All Grown Up”
How does an author make an unappealing character
interesting enough to carry a novel? Usually by making
certain we can understand how her personality was formed,
particularly the losses and sorrows behind her unlikeable
See “Summer” on page 5

LEGAL NOTICE
in Broome County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to the LLC, 76 Lincoln Ave Johnson
City, NY 13790. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose
______________________
Notice of Qualification of TRIOPES
LLC. Authority filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 08/01/14.
Office location: Broome County. LLC
formed in Nevada (NV) on 02/14/13.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
42 Washington Ave 2nd Fl., Endicott,
NY 13760. The current address for
the SSNY to mail process to: 1500
Vestal Pkwy. East, Ste. 103B, Vestal,
NY 13850. Address to be maintained
in NV: 1785 East Sahara Ave., Ste.
490-1013, Las Vegas, NV 89104.
Arts of Org. filed with the NV Secy. of
State, 101 North State Capitol Bldg.,
Carson City, NV 89701. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW P & P RENTALS, LLC
Pursuant to LLCL Section 206(c),
notice is hereby given of the formation
of the company for the transaction of
business in the State of New York and
elsewhere.
1. The name of the limited liability
company is P & P RENTALS,
LLC.
2. The Articles of Organization of
the company were filed with
the Secretary of State on June
30, 2017.
3. The County in which the office of
the limited liability company is to
be located is Broome.
4. The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the
company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any process to the
company at 3042 44th St.,
Astoria, NY 11103.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the company is for
any lawful act or activity except
one for which a statute requires
some other business entity or
natural person to be formed or
used.
______________________

JALD, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 06/05/17. Office: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC, PO Box
800, Vestal, NY 13851. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
______________________
Notice of formation of M&Z Ventures,
LLC. Articles of Org. filed with NY
Secretary of State on 07/06/17 for
Broome County location. Any service
of process shall be mailed to ATTN:
Chenango Place, 7 Court Street,
Binghamton NY 13905, which is
designated as agent. Purpose is any
lawful purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is 405
Commerce, LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the Secretary
of State is July 7, 2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

Sean Martin, 816 Irving Pl., Vestal, NY
13850. General Purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Brazinski
Real Properties, LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the Secretary
of State is July 13, 2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 412 East Main
Street, Endicott, NY 13760.

Notice of Formation of 3000 East Main
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 7/14/2017.
Office Location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom service of process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: Athamasios Lazaros,
3562 Smith Drive, Endwell, NY 13760.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

Everyday Lawn Care LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 4/7/17. Cty: Broome. SSNY desig
as agent upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail process

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is WAMBAM
LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is July 17,
2017.

3.

4.

5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________

4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 248 Sheedy
Road, Vestal, New York 13850.

N o t i c e o f fo r m a t i o n o f T I TA N
BROKERS LLC. Art. Of Org. filed
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 06/19/17. Office in Broome County.
SSNY has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to the LLC, 352 Clinton
St Binghamton, NY, 13905. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose
______________________

it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 412 East Main
Street, Endicott, NY 13760.

1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Whole Body
Health & Wellness, LLC

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is July 14,
2017.

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 1129 Page
Brook Road, Whitney Point, New
York 13862.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Vanvolkinburg
Enterprises, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
07/06/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 57 Front St., Binghamton,
NY 13905. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 2+3 Realty,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/06/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
120 East Hamton Rd., Binghamton,
NY 13903. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
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Birthright

Continued from page 1

patriarchs. I’m not going to lie: I was a little skeptical of
whether these stories actually held any truth. But coming to
Israel and actually seeing where these stories occurred has
confirmed my faith in Judaism and made me eager to learn
more. I’ve heard all my life what kind of impact Israel can
have on people, but I never really understood it until these
past 10 days. Now, I will never let that feeling go.
Before the trip, Rabbi [Slonim] asked us to write down our

wants and expectations for the trip. One thing I wanted was
to witness something incredible, perhaps a miracle. This was
obviously a huge expectation, but here’s what I learned in the
past 10 days: Miracles happen every day. Maybe Moses isn’t
splitting the Red Sea on a daily basis and Noah isn’t building
an ark and saving mankind all the time, but miracles happen
in small doses right before our eyes every day, and often times
we don’t take the time to appreciate them enough.
I witnessed a few extraordinary things this trip, but one
was on a Saturday morning when I went out for services
with Rabbi [Slonim]. We spent around 15 minutes looking
for the services, when we only had about 40 minutes to
spare. If we didn’t find it within a few minutes, we would
have likely missed out on services. On a deserted street, we
found a man walking to the services, through a building,
into a random apartment, and into the specific room we
needed and we were able to join the minyan. Maybe this
was just pure luck, but in the beautiful land of Israel, I’d
like to think it was a little miracle that we happened to
wake up when we did, which led us to eat breakfast when
we did, which made us leave the hotel when we did, which
in turn is why we got lost for as long as we did, just so
we could run into this man and find the service. If there’s
anywhere that I would bet on witnessing a miracle on any
given day, it would, without a doubt, be Israel.

back because the Jews have fought for thousands of years to
protect this land. We made it back because the Jewish people
are resilient, and this has continued on for each generation.
I think I have realized my own resilience through this experience. I now understand how deeply it is rooted in my bones.
This trip truly pushed my limits, from climbing down Mount
Arbel after only two hours of sleep to standing at the Kotel on
Shabbat with thousands of strangers who were all there for the
same reason. Although I had aching feet and droopy eyelids, I
continued. I was walking on the same land that my ancestors
fought to protect, and clearly we have done something right
for thousands of years because we were able to return.
Israel is important because it is a home for people who
are resilient. It is a home to people who are willing to die
for their country and for their ancestors who once died
for them. Israel is made up of strong, determined and,
yes, resilient people who can overcome anything. I am so
proud to have been born with this resilience in my blood.

Resilience

Birthright trip participants paused for a group photo while
climbing mount Masada.

By Emily Kaufman ‘19
Throughout our trip, we learned so many important
stories that demonstrated the resilience of the Jewish people. We have walked in the same deserts and on the same
beaches as our ancestors did when they were forced off the
land. We have climbed the same mountains, swam in the
same oceans and prayed at the [Western Wall].
I have realized through this experience that the utter resilience of the Jewish people is what makes Israel important.
Our ancestors didn’t know if we would ever make it back. Yet,
there we were, toasting to the same aqueducts of Caesarea
and sitting under the stars in the same Negev. We made it

Birthright trip participants visited the shuk (market place)
in Jaffa.

Summer

Continued from page 4
behavior. That’s how I felt about Andrea Bern, the narrator
of Jami Attenberg’s short novel “All Grown Up” (Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt), which follows Andrea’s life from her
20s to her 40s. Although she was not someone I wanted
to know personally, by the novel’s end I understood why
she’d built a fence around her emotions.
Andrea dropped out of art school with no idea what she was
going to do with the rest of her life. An easy, but unsatisfying,
job helps pay the bills, but leaves her feeling dissatisfied.
Although it’s clear she still loves art, Andrea rarely works
on the type of artistic project that would give her emotional
satisfaction. As time passes, she becomes more isolated: her
friends get married; her brother and sister-in-law move to
the country to deal with their ill baby; and her artist friend
Matthew continues to paint, but lives in poverty. Andrea says
she doesn’t want to get married, but she also sabotages any
relationship she begins. So, why did I care about a person
whom I described in my notes as a pathetic mess?
The wonder of “All Grown Up” is even though Andrea
is a mess, I found her interesting. I was also thrilled to see
her finally learn how she could improve her life, although
the novel doesn’t guarantee us she will follow her own
advice. These changes include seeking connections to other
human beings, especially the remaining members of her
family. The problem is that while there may still be time
for Andrea to have a happy ending, that’s not true of all
the characters in Fox’s wise and moving novel.
“The Life of the World to Come”
I usually don’t have patience with characters who dwell
obsessively on romantic loss, so I was very pleasantly surprised to enjoy “The Life of the World to Come” by Dan
Cluchey (St. Martin’s Press). That’s because even though
Leo Brice, the novel’s narrator, feels that his life is over after
his longtime girlfriend, Fiona, leaves him, he contemplates
not only losses connected to love, but to life and death.
Leo and Fiona meet in college and bond immediately.
Fiona already knows she wants to be an actress, while Leo is
less firm about his future, opting for law school in New York
City. The couple’s breakup occurs just after Leo takes the bar
exam. Leo is such a mess that his law school friends take turns
visiting him because they are worried he’s not eating or will
do himself harm. What saves him is his job at the New Salem
Institute, a firm that helps inmates on death row fight their
executions. When Leo and another lawyer visit Georgia and
talk to the born-again Christian Michael Tiegs, Leo discovers
a kindred soul. Michael is less than helpful with an appeal
against his execution, but he and Leo discover a theological
connection. Their conversational interests aren’t shared by
Leo’s fellow lawyer, but Leo hopes they will help him finally
make sense of a world that lacks meaning.
“The Life of the World to Come” is a quirky, bittersweet
novel that also made me laugh. Even in the worst of times,
Leo has a sense of humor and his thoughts about his fellow
lawyers are funny, while Y
his philosophical
ngs frwere
r Greetimusings
om
New ea
interesting and though-provoking.
There aren’t happy
ending for everyone, but the novel is a satisfying mix of
hopefulness and regret.

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
• Weight Management
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional Supplements!

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home
“A new family tradition”
Personal Service
Professionalism
Experience You Can Trust
COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton
607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associatess
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
my.womensobgyn.info

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and
Karen Castoro FNP
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Passover Blessings from

Hopler
& Eschbach
365 Harry L Drive, Johnson
City, New York 13790
607-206-4799
Funeral
Home
FUN
PLAY SPACE
“AMULTI-SENSORY
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ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

For children of all ages.
Personal
Interacve Floor,
BubbleService
Tubes, Fiber Opcs,
Professionalism
Dance Floor, Karaoke, Air Hockey and more…

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Have your child’s Birthday Party at The Activity Center!

Experience You Can Trust

COMPARE OUR PRICES
Hours:
We charge far less than
other area funeral homes
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10:00am – 7:00pm

Wednesday,
Friday, Saturday
10:00amDirector
– 5:00pm
Kurt
M. Eschbach,
Funeral
Sunday CLOSED
483 Chenango
Street Binghamton
607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE
Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336
Fax 800-948-5844
parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
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Weekly Parasha
Devarim (Tisha B’Av), Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22
On Tisha B’Av, or the ninth of the month of Av, we
mourn the destruction of both the first and second Temples in
Jerusalem. There are other catastrophes associated with the
day as well, though not all of them are historically accurate,
including the end of the Bar Kochba rebellion in 135 C.E.,
the expulsion of the Jews from England in 1290 C.E., and
from Spain in 1492. How could it come to pass that all of
these terrible things befell us on the same day?
There is a midrash that concerns the biblical story of
the spies that were sent out to report on the inhabitants of
the land that the Israelites were seeking to conquer. When
they came back on the 9th of Av with an unfavorable report,
the Israelites cried out in fear and wished they were back
in Egypt. In the midrash, God declares: “You wept without cause, I will therefore make this day an eternal day of
mourning for you.” Sort of a “Why are you crying? I’ll
give you something to cry about!”

July 28-August 3, 2017

Tisha B’Av – loss? Or transformation?
RABBI MARJORIE BERMAN, SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR, RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL
COLLEGE IN PHILADELPHIA
The reality is, all change involves loss, even if it is a
change for the better. Because of this, we are often so resistant to change that it takes a catastrophe or the destruction
of something we hold dear to push us to do something
differently. When the second Temple was destroyed, much
of what had been central to Judaism was lost, and the traditional liturgy expresses hope for its rebuilding in the daily
prayers. But, because of the second Temple’s destruction,
a new Judaism was born. Rather than a centralized rite of
daily sacrifices overseen by a priestly caste, we became “a
nation of priests.” Each family’s table became the altar, and
prayer and study replaced the sacrifice of animals. Rabbinic
Judaism emerged as the new path forward.
In our country and our world today, we are daily watching institutions and ideals being torn apart. The vision of
a protected planet, interdependent nations, heath care for
all, a country which promotes justice and equality for all

regardless of race, gender, religion or wealth – all of these
are in danger. But we would not have arrived at this moment if there weren’t aspects of our democracy that were
already broken. People throughout our country and around
the world are realizing that democracy is not a spectator
sport. The destruction happening in our democracy and
on our planet is devastating, but it will push us to find a
better way, or we won’t survive.
However, in order to embrace the new, we need to mourn
the old, even if the new way is better or more fulfilling.
All change involves loss. Our tradition recognizes this, and
gives us Tisha B’Av, a day that actually concludes a threeweek period of mourning, a day of grieving all the losses
that have ever come to us, as preparation for the new. We
go from fasting and listening to the Book of Lamentations
into Elul, the month of preparation for Rosh Hashanah,
See “Loss” on page 7

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed;
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, July 28........................................................ 7:15 pm
Shabbat, July 29......................................................... 9 am
......................................................Mincha/Maariv 7:55 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., July 30.......................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., July 31-August 4......................................... 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., July 30.......................................................... 6:10 pm
Mon., July 31.............................................................. 6 pm
Tues., August 1...................................................... 7:50 pm
Wed.-Thurs., August 2-3........................................ 8:05 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the
website.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when
religious school is in session.

On Friday, July 28, at 6:30 pm, there will be a bring-yourown picnic. At 8 pm, there will be Shabbat evening services
led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, July 29, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
On Wednesday, August 3, at 6 pm, there will be an adult
b’not mitzvah class.
On Friday, August 4, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, August 5, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
On Tuesday, August 8, 10:30 am, the Tuesday Morning
Book Club will meet at Temple Concord. (See article on
page 3.)

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour after
candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced.Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays
and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Monday, July 31, an Eve of Tisha B’Av service will
be held at 9 pm. Michael Faber will chant Eichah.
On Friday-Saturday, August 18-19, the bat mitzvah of
Isabel Kaltman, daughter of Lara Kaltman and Lee Kaltman,
will be celebrated.

Friday, July 28, light candles............................... 8:08 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 29........................... 9:08 pm
Friday, August 4, light candles................................. 8 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, August 5........................ 8:59 pm

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Friday, July 28, at 6 pm, there will be Shabbat
on the Road at Castle Gardens, 1715 Castle Gardens
Rd., Vestal.
On Saturday, July 29, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat
services led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22. The haftarah will be
Isaiah 1:1-27. Kiddush sponsor will be Florence Balin.
On Monday, July 31, at 8 pm, there will be Tisha
B’Av services.
On Saturday, August 19, at 9:30 am, there will be the
bar mitzvah of Jacob Weinstein.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish
during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz
at schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-anda-half weeks or more before the date to provide enough
time to send out an e-mail notice to the congregation
encouraging attendance in order to make up a minyan.
Temple Israel holds weekday minyan services on Tuesdays
and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For those who prefer a different
day to coincide with a Yahrzeit date, contact the temple
to work on making arrangements. To see a video on how
to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish, visit http://templeisraelvestal.org and look under “Worship.”

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual
basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the
residents of local adult residences.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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Fun in the sun at Camp JCC

A scene from the Camp JCC play, “3060 Rock Opera.”

The TLCs hiked to the top of Cascade Peak in the Adirondacks, with an elevation of
4,098 feet.

Above: Joe Massaro was
one of the many campers
who performed in the Camp
JCC play.
At left: The JCC Counselor
All Star Team during week
three of Camp JCC.

Above: Part of the cast of the Camp JCC play, “3060 Rock Opera.”
At right, l-r: Ali Pomukchynsky, Mikenna Nolan and James
Cruise performed in the Camp JCC play.

Sabra K and Sabra 1 campers went blueberry picking. L-r:
Ty Burdick, counselor Sophie Livsky and Lily Esposito.

JCC Friendship Club
The JCC Friendship Club met on July 19. We celebrated
birthdays of the members born in July. Sylvia Diamond
was born July 4, Dora Shteynval was born on July 12
and Ann Brillant was born on July 27. Sue Herzog read
a birthday greeting. She came with her mother, Ada, and
her granddaughter Grace Donahue. Grace’s mother, Lisa
Donahue, came at the end of the meeting and a picture was
taken of the four generations.
There was so much talking that no one was listening to
the music on the tapes that Sylvia brought. Morty Hofstein
liked the tape “Theodore Bikel sings Yiddish Theatre
and Folk Songs.” Other tapes played were “B’Shert” and
“L’Chaim The Ultimate Jewish Music Collection.” The
members kept talking during the tapes of “The Best of
Allen Sherman” and “Jackie Mason – The World According
to Me” so they were removed quickly. Everyone said that
they had a wonderful time.
The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond.
She announced that the treasury was very low so Morty,
Ann and Renee Fromer donated extra funds. Sylvia thanked
Renee for making a donation to a Jewish organization
in her name. Morty said the blessing over the ice cream
birthday cake he provided. Ann brought posters and plates
for the birthday party.
This year the summer weather has been hot and humid.
Come join us on Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the Jewish
Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd. It is comfortable
because of the air conditioning.
Sylvia Diamond
President

JCC Binghamton presents

WE REMEMBER YOU 2017
A Project of Jewish Family Service
During the High Holidays 5778,
JFS will be distributing fresh food
baskets and funds to the recipients
of your generosity who always say,
“Thank you for remembering me.”
L-r (facing camera): Mikkahya Musa and Holden David
performed in the Camp JCC play on August 21.

Loss

Continued from page 6
the New Year. Destruction and loss are part of the cycle
of making way for the new. There is even the tradition that
the Messiah will be born on Tisha B’Av!
Many modern Jews tend to ignore Tisha B’Av. I invite
you to think about what losses you want to acknowledge
in your life, to give yourself time to mourn, and then to
look up and see what newness or transformation is waiting
to emerge.

Supported by:
Beth David Synagogue
Chabad
Hillel Academy
Hillel at Binghamton
JCC
Temple Concord
Temple Israel
Please help fund this program with monetary
contributions by Sept 11 to: Jewish Family Service,
500 Clubhouse Rd, Vestal NY 13850
If you would like to donate a spice or honey, call
Roz Antoun, 724-2332 to discuss what is needed.

Family
Field Days

Sunday, August 6 • 11am-2pm
$5/person or $20/per family maximum
Johnny Only • Water slide • Raffle Baskets
Crafts & Games • Watermelon eating contest

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Come out for a fun-filled day with your family
to benefit the JCC Early Childhood Program!
For information, contact Nichole Fuller at 724-2417, ext. 431
or nicholef@binghamtonjcc.org
500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
www.binghamtonjcc.org
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Uganda’s Jews affected
by East Africa’s famine

PLUMBING
& HEATING

We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Install, Service & Repair...

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

754-6376

pbaker927@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and
repairs, along with
in-home care services.
These care services
include but are not
limited to:
• Bath Assistance
• Meal Prep
• Cleaning
• Shopping, etc.
John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)
888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or
I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!
References Available
607-760-0530
griles45@gmail.com

Need Help
Selling Your Stuff?
Experienced and insured local seller with
years of experience pricing and selling online,
at auction and regional flea markets will assist in
getting the most money for your junk or treasures.
Confidential, discrete, reasonable & affordable.
I don’t get paid until you do!
Call (607) 699-9004 ask for Jonathan
No Shabbos Calls Please

Specializing in kitchens and baths
For a free estimate call
Kevin Micha Construction at
607-221-5985
Licensed and insured

your ad
Interior
and
could Remodeling
be here!
Exterior

For information
on advertising,
Specializing
in kitchens
& baths
contact Bonnie Rozen
724-2360,
ext. 244
For at
a free
estimate,
or bonnie@thereportergroup.org

please call
Kevin Micha Construction
COOK’S TREE SERVICE
at 607-221-5985
RESIDENTIALLicensed
& COMMERCIAL
and insured
Fully Insured
Free
Estimates

Our
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER
CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

ISA

Professionals In All Phases Of:

· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET

607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

CARTOON
CARICATURES
A memorable gift,
accepting commissions,

Or Amazing
Live Entertainment
At Your Event!
Russ The BIG Guy is honored
to help you celebrate your
special day by drawing the
WORLD'S ONLY
personalized & flattering
CARTOONICATURE of
you, your friends and family!
More info at
RussTheBIGGuy.com
and on Facebook.
Voice or text: 607-725-5704
noon 'til Midnight, 7 days!
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By Ben Sales
story. Take the Jewish Coalition
(JTA) – Uganda’s 2,000 Jews
for East Africa Relief, 24 Jewish
have long maintained a modest
groups convened by theAmerican
existence. They live in the east
Jewish Joint Distribution Comof the country in a hilly, rural
mittee. More than two months
area that lacks paved roads,
after the coalition was created, it
consistent electricity and freely
has raised just $10,000.
running water. But this year, the
The “trickle of dollars” is not
situation for Uganda’s Jewish
enough to even begin planning for
community, called the Abayu- Gershom Sizomu, allocations, said Will Recant, the
religious leader of the coalition’s chairman. Instead, the
daya, has worsened.
Twenty million people across Abayudaya, in 2003. coalition is now investing in raisAfrica and the Middle East are now (Photo by Ken Hively/ ing awareness of the crisis through
at risk of illness and death due to a Los Angeles Times via education and advocacy, sending
famine that is centered in Somalia, Getty Images)
pamphlets and U.N. fact sheets
Nigeria, Yemen and South Sudan. Caused by to congregations and Jewish communities.
a mix of factors, including civil wars, underThe coalition’s goal is broader than the
developed infrastructure and a drought, the synagogues’campaign. The synagogues were
famine is “the largest humanitarian crisis since able to make an impact because their donations
the creation of the U.N.,” Stephen O’Brien, the targeted one small community. The coalition
emergency relief coordinator for the United hopes to make a “significant contribution” to
Nations, said in March.
the overall aid effort in East Africa.
“People look dehydrated and starving,”
Fund-raising has been difficult, Recant
Gershom Sizomu, the community’s rabbi, added, because the famine is a gradual crisis
told JTA on July 18. “People got sick and that hasn’t garnered much international atweak, and there are people who died because tention. Following a high-profile event like
of complications because of the food short- the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, for example,
age. People were already sick, so without a similar coalition of Jewish groups raised
food they become weaker and weaker.”
$600,000 – most of it during the couple of
Sizomu told JTA that the Abayudaya, who months after the tragedy.
rely on their own crops to survive, have been
After the 2015 Nepal earthquake, the
hit hard by the drought. While conditions are American Jewish World Service raised $2.5
easing now because the harvest season has million in aid contributions. “Money poured
arrived for maize and beans, many families in because it was sudden and shocking,” said
are subsisting on one meal a day, he said. Sam Wolthuis, the group’s director of disasTwo community members who already were ter response and international operations.
sick have died of malnutrition.
AJWS has garnered $200,000 since June
Fleeing the area is useless, Sizomu added for East Africa relief. “We’ve realized that
– food shortages are plaguing the cities, too. with ongoing conflict and crises that take
The community, whose members place over long periods of time, we’re not
converted to Judaism under Conservative getting as much as we need to fill the needs
auspices about 15 years ago, stays in reg- on the ground,” Wolthuis said.
ular touch with Jewish communities in
Once the coalition raises enough money,
the United States and Israel. But only one Recant said it hopes to help the Abayudaya
American synagogue has provided famine with long-term water supply issues. Be’chol
relief to the Abayudaya.
Lashon, a group that advocates for Jews of
Beth El, a Conservative congregation color, is also helping the Abayudaya with
in Pittsburgh, had hosted Sizomu for a infrastructure planning.
weekend of Torah study last year, where he
This part of East Africa last experienced
mentioned the risk of impending famine. So a severe famine in 2011. That year, a coaliwhen 60 congregation members convened tion of Jewish groups under the same name
in June for the synagogue’s annual meet- raised nearly $150,000.
ing, congregation president Cliff Spungen
Sizomu told JTAthat theAbayudaya shared
passed around an envelope for donations. the money they received from Pittsburgh
It came back filled with $800.
with surrounding communities also suffering
In the following weeks, Spungen sent e-mail from shortages. And if the coming harvest
appeals to the synagogue’s members, as well improves conditions, Sizomu said he hopes to
as to Temple Emanuel, a nearby Reform syn- refocus the community’s attention on setting
agogue. In total, the Pittsburgh campaign has up water storage and irrigation systems so
raised $6,500 – a hefty sum in rural Uganda, farmers can weather the next drought. But
where a family in Nabugoye, the Abayudaya’s he acknowledged that developing the necesmain village, can live on as little as $5 a day. sary infrastructure will be costly. And in the
“We hope it helps,” Spungen said. “It’s meantime, people are still starving.
been really eye-opening and meaningful
“People are depressed, and you can see
that people have been generous.”
it on their faces,” Sizomu said. “Parents
When it comes to the Jewish community are depressed because they have many
fund-raising for famine relief in East Africa things to take care of. There’s a constant
this year, Beth El’s campaign is a rare success need for food.”

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Gaza-Egypt border to open in August, move expected to
ease electricity crisis

Former Gaza security chief Mohammed Dahlan claims the Hamas-ruled territory can
expect to see the easing of its electricity crisis due to the opening of its border with Egypt
in August. The exiled Palestinian Fatah faction leader, who is currently based in the United
Arab Emirates, made the statements in a phone interview with the Associated Press, asserting that agreements were reached in quiet negotiations with Hamas and Egypt. Dahlan
attributed the breakthrough to “good chemistry” with the Hamas terror group’s newly elected
political chief in Gaza, Yahya Sinwar. According to Dahlan, a $100 million Gulf-funded
power plant will eventually be constructed in Gaza, easing electricity shortages. Gaza’s
only power plant ran out of fuel in April, with Hamas blaming the energy shortage on high
fuel taxes imposed by the Palestinian Authority, which is controlled by Fatah. Since then,
Gaza has primarily relied on electricity supplied by Israel and paid for by the P.A. The P.A.
recently reduced its payments to Israel for the electricity, asking the Jewish state to cut
the power supply to Gaza by almost a third and precipitating Gaza’s current energy crisis.

Israel and France set to launch joint micro-satellite to
monitor climate change

Venus, a micro-satellite weighing 585 pounds that was jointly designed by Israeli and
French aerospace firms, will launch on Aug. 1 with the aim of monitoring climate change.
The mission, which will monitor the impact of human activity on vegetation as well as
monitor water and carbon levels, aims to observe 110 sites on five continents every two
days, according to Venus project leader Pierric Ferrier.

