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Area Synagogues
Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for 
Humanistic Judaism

Congregation Tikkun v’Or (Ithaca Reform Temple) is 
a vibrant congregation that strives for a warm, personal 
bond among its members, quality education for the 
children and a dynamic program for adults. Tikkun v’Or 
welcomes those from diverse backgrounds, interfaith 
families, LGBTQ families and people who are newly 
discovering Jewish connections, as well as those with a 
wide range of Jewish experiences. The congregation’s 
core values are best expressed by three words: spirit, 
community and justice.

The congregation offers a religious school for kinder-

Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Hu-
manistic Judaism is open to all with an interest in exploring 
and celebrating Jewish identity and heritage. Kol Haverim 
provides a warm, welcoming community for Jewish individ-
uals and families who identify as secular or non-religious. 
Membership forms and dues information are available on 
its website, www.kolhaverim.net.

Kol Haverim is a secular Jewish community welcoming 
those who desire non-theistic ways to celebrate their iden-
tity, culture and heritage. Kol Haverim offers celebrations 
of Jewish holidays for the whole family, social, cultural 
and educational programs and experiences for adults, and 
secular Jewish Cultural School classes for children. Kol 
Haverim welcomes individuals and families from mixed 
religious/ethnic backgrounds and those who wish to pro-
vide their children with Jewish identity and experiences.

Those interested should consult the website for up-to-
date information on programs, Shabbat, Havdalah and 
holiday celebrations, social action and community service 
events and the Cultural School schedule. To receive e-mail 
announcements of upcoming events, send contact infor-
mation to info@kolhaverim.net.

Kol Haverim organizes social action and community 
service events throughout the year, usually with community 
partners. Kol Haverim works locally to support the efforts of 
the Secular Coalition for America (www.secular.org) to protect 
the secular character of the government. Kol Haverim is also 
a coalition partner of the Tompkins County Workers’ Center.

As Humanistic Jews, Kol Haverim’s members want their 
children to understand and appreciate the values and traditions 
of their ancestors without feeling compelled to agree with all 
the beliefs and practices of past generations. Children celebrate 

Jewish holidays from a Humanistic perspective, learn Jewish 
history, culture, music and dance, and are introduced to basic 
Hebrew. Kol Haverim offers a bar/bat mitzvah program for 
sixth- and seventh-graders (or older). Those interested should 
contact the Chairwoman Joyce Frank of the Education Com-
mittee at school@kolhaverim.net for more information.

Kol Haverim is part of an international movement for 
Secular Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the 
Society for Humanistic Judaism (www.shj.org), a national 
association with more than 30 member congregations, 
communities and chavurot around the country.

For further information about Kol Haverim, write to P.O. 
Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972 (gatherings are at the 
Lifelong Center, 119 W. Court St., Ithaca), phone 257-4231, 
check out the website at www.kolhaverim.net, or contact 
Chairman Jonathan Joseph at chair@kolhaverim.net.

Members of Congregation 
Tikkun v’Or celebrated 
Shabbat in the Park in August 
2016.

Mike (Stanley) the Magician (in top hat) entertained children 
at the Ithaca Community Purim Carnival in March.

The students in Tikkun v’Or’s bet/gimel class posed with 
their teachers (l-r) Paul Machlin, Shayna Fishkin and Noa 
Shapiro-Tamir.

garten-seventh grade and a b’nai mitzvah class. There are 
classes and programs for adults. Members participate in 
holiday celebrations, community social action projects, 
Shabbat dish-to-pass dinners, Shabbat-in-the-commu-
nity, Shabbat-in-the-Park, music and dance programs, 
guest speakers, discussion groups and special events. 
There are several active working groups of the Social 
Justice Committee. 

Rabbi Brian Walt serves as Tikkun v’Or’s rabbi, leading 
services and classes on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 
and monthly throughout the year. He is the rabbi-in-resi-
dence about one week each month (except January-March).

The religious school is under the direction of Naomi 
Wilensky. Other activities of the temple are planned by a 
full range of committees.

Shabbat services are held every Friday evening, usually 
at 7:30 pm. The synagogue 
answering machine is updated 
weekly with the schedule of 
services.

The synagogue is located 
at 2550 Triphammer Rd., 
Ithaca. For more information 
about Congregation Tikkun 
v’Or, call 256-1471, visit 
www.tikkunvor.org, e-mail 
info@tikkunvor.org or write 
to P.O. Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 
14852.
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Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Beth David Continued from page 9A

Temple Beth-El is a congregation of caring individuals 
who wish to identify with the Jewish people and their future 
through the synagogue. It is a liberal congregation affiliated 
with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. Services 
are held on Friday evenings and on the eve of most holidays 
at 6:15 pm or 8 pm, depending on the season, as well as 
on Shabbat and festival mornings at 10 am. There is also 
a weekday morning minyan at 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays 
and legal holidays). Changes in the worship schedule and 
special times for High Holidays are announced in advance. 

Temple Beth-El is located at the corner of Court and 
Tioga streets in downtown Ithaca. While a substantial 
portion of the membership lives in Ithaca, many members 
are from outside the immediate Ithaca vicinity. 

The temple is available virtually every day for meaning-
ful activity. There are ongoing programs of worship, classes, 
meetings, social events and a host of special activities. 

Temple Beth-El provides leadership in all areas where 
Jews need help and support. The membership supports 
numerous worthy causes to benefit both the Jewish com-
munity and the community at large. 

Worship Services
Kabbalat Shabbat services are held on Friday evenings 

at 8 pm, with occasional services at 6:15 pm. These services 
are generally followed by an oneg Shabbat. Shabbat morn-
ing services begin at 10 am and are followed by a kiddush. 

A weekday morning minyan is held at 7:30 am (9 am 
on Sundays and legal holidays). 

Services on the festivals (Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot) 
generally follow the Shabbat schedule. A special schedule is 
published for the High Holy Days. The congregation maintains 
a policy of open seating for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

Festival Celebrations
The temple provides special programs for adults, families 

and children on Shavuot, Sukkot, Simchat Torah, Chanukah 
and Purim as well as Shabbat. 

Youth Community
Temple Beth-El offers a youth program that provides 

young people with a balanced religious, social and educa-
tional activities schedule. The program is run in conjunction 
with the Tzafon Region of United Synagogue Youth (ninth 
through 12th grade) and Kadima (sixth through eighth grade). 

Religious School
The program of the Rabbi Felix Aber Religious School 

of Temple Beth-El begins with preschool and runs through 
high school. Preschoolers and  their parents meet once a 
month to learn about Jewish holidays.

Kindergartners and first grade students attend classes on 
Sundays, and study the holidays, Bible stories and Jewish 
concepts and begin learning some Hebrew. 

Second- through seventh-graders attend school twice a 
week on Sunday mornings and Wednesday afternoons for 
a comprehensive program that includes Hebrew, liturgy, 
Bible, Jewish ethics and values, the Jewish calendar and 
life cycle, history, rabbinics and Jewish literature.

In preparation for greater participation in the life of 
the community and to enhance their study of liturgy, each 
class participates in a Shabbat service once a year. Bar/
bat mitzvah training begins in the second semester of sixth 
grade and continues through seventh grade, with sessions in 
class as well as private weekly lessons with the rabbi. The 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Family Education unit is an opportunity 
for all members of the family to take part in the learning 
which precedes the celebration. 

The Midrashah (Hebrew High School) is open to all 
post-bar/bat mitzvah young people. Classes are held once 
a week and consist of varied and interesting programs, 
which may include contemporary moral dilemmas, 
current events, ancient and modern Jewish texts, and 
literature in translation. 

Adult Education
The Temple Beth-El Adult Education Committee arrang-

es several regular weekly classes, stimulating mini-courses 
during the academic year and guest lecturers and schol-
ars-in-residence The regular classes meet at various times 
during the week. Call the temple or access the Web site 
for more information. 

Community Activities
In addition to religious, educational and social activi-

ties, the temple membership supports a variety of Jewish 
groups locally and outside of the community that seek to 
widen and deepen the commitment of Jews to Judaism 
and the tradition. 

Temple Beth-El has worked with the Ithaca Area United 
Jewish Community on various projects over the years. The 
congregation contributes to Mazon and encourages members’ 
active support of Mercaz and the Masorti movement in Israel. 

Temple Beth-El is a member of Area Congregations 
Together, an umbrella organization made up of all local 
congregations, and is actively supportive of ACT’s work, 
particularly Kitchen Cupboard, the local food pantry. Annu-
ally, the congregation runs a campaign to provide personal 
care items to clients of Catholic Charities and throughout 
the year carries on a program known as “Necessities for 
our Neighbors,” which provides sample/travel size personal 
care items to Catholic Charities for its clients. The tem-
ple’s Social Action and Community Outreach Committee 
coordinates these and other tikkun olam efforts. 

Temple Affiliated Organizations
The mission of the Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El is to 

enhance Jewish life by supporting the Religious School, 
sponsoring social, cultural and educational programs for 
the women of the community and encouraging Jewish 
observance. The Sisterhood is affiliated with the Women’s 
League for Conservative Judaism, which provides members 
with a voice in national and global arenas. 

The Ralph Marvin Men’s Club provides a comfortable 
setting for men to gather socially and also makes available 
programs of interest to men, helps to organize holiday 
celebrations and assists with various maintenance projects.

For further information, contact the temple office at 
273-5775 or visit www.tbeithaca.org. 

Scott L. Glass, Rabbi 
Jerry Davis, President

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

full array of educational opportunities. There are regular 
classes, special learning sessions, guest speakers and video 
presentations. Student scholars from Yeshiva University 
and other yeshivot enhance Torah study and celebrations 
during Simchat Torah and Shavuot. The active Sisterhood 
regularly hosts speakers who are experts in their fields. 
The beit midrash, study hall, and library, both located in 
the synagogue, are filled with English and Hebrew books, 
and are always open. 

Judaism addresses every aspect of religious life and these 
can be observed at the shul. In addition to daily services 
both morning and night, Beth David can be helpful to those 
who wish to observe Judaism in accordance with tradition. 

Anyone observing a yahrzeit can comfortably come to say 
Kaddish for a loved one. The synagogue maintains the 
local eruv (Sabbath boundary) and mikvah (ritual bath). 

Beth David is also a resource for life cycle events; feel 
free to call for assistance in arranging for a kiddush to 
celebrate a happy occasion; a brit and/or pidyon haben 
upon the birth of a son; a simchat bat upon the birth of a 
daughter; a wedding ceremony; or, when needed, a funeral. 

Beth David Sisterhood members dined on a meal prepared 
by Adina Harkavy and her crew. The meal was free for 
those who paid their Sisterhood dues. L-r: Sylvia Diamond, 
Rhonda Levine, Susan Hubal, Arline Kutz, Marlene Serkin, 
Claire Ladenheim, Marcy Yonaty, Rita Shawn and Kathy 
Shelley (partially hidden). (Photo by Nancy Basmann)

L-r: Laura Greger, Lynne Manasse and Filomena Kiessling 
attended the Purim seudah held on March 12 at Beth David 
Synagogue. In the background: Paula Rubin. (Photo by 
Viktor Shevchenko)

Beth David Synagogue is the main address when seeking a 
Jewish religious and social experience. Those with questions 
may call Beth David’s office at 722-1793. Regular office 
hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9 am-1 pm.

L-r: Susan and Charles Gilinsky posed with the Beth David 
annual dinner guests of honor, Chaim Joy and Cathy 
Velencheck, on May 21. (Photo by Viktor Shevchenko)

The Beth David annual dinner was held on May 21. Harold 
Kohn, master of ceremonies, addressed those assembled. 
(Photo by Viktor Shevchenko)
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Temple Brith 
Sholom

Penn-York Jewish 
Community

Norwich Jewish Center

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Seen around the community...

The Norwich Jewish Center, located at 72 South Broad 
St., Norwich, NY, serves to meet the needs of the Jewish 
community in this rural area.

A rabbi serves the egalitarian congregation on a part-time 
basis. Shabbat study sessions are held the second Saturday of the 
month at 10 am. Call ahead for confirmation and information.

Call 607-334-2691 for information. There is an answer-
ing machine on at all times. Please leave complete phone 
number including area code and a brief message.

High Holidays services will be held of the evening of 
Wednesday, September 20, at 7 pm, and the morning of 
Thursday, September 21, at 10 am. Yom Kippur services will 
be held the evening of Friday, September 29, at 7 pm and Sat-
urday, September 30, at 10 am. The break fast will be held on 
Saturday at 7 pm. Rabbi Ora Schnitzer will conduct services.

There are speakers, concerts and other events through-
out the year, including a communal Passover seder and a 
Chanukah party. For more information, leave a message 
on the Center’s answering machine.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta is an egalitarian congregation 
affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Juda-
ism. Located approximately halfway between Binghamton 
and Albany, its membership of approximately 70 families 
is drawn from surrounding counties.

Services are held twice a month on Friday evenings. 
Adult Torah Study, followed by Lunch and Learn, takes 
place on Saturdays twice a month. A full calendar of services 
and events is posted monthly on the temple’s website. The 
religious school meets Sunday mornings during the school 
year. The Men’s Club holds Sunday breakfasts on the third 
Sunday each month with programs of community interest. 
A community Shabbat potluck dinner as well as an Israeli 
Film Series are held monthly.

An award-winning remodeling of the entire synagogue 
included the construction of a spacious, old-world sanctuary 
complete with Jerusalem stone. The new sanctuary’s size 
and fine acoustics have created opportunities for Temple 
Beth El to offer guest lecturers, concerts and interfaith 
events. All programs are open to the public.

The synagogue has its own cemetery, located in Oneonta. 
Plots are available for purchase by members of the temple 

The purpose of this congregation is to promote 
Jewish identity through cultural, educational, social 
and religious activities in the Southern Tier of New 
York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including 
Waverly, NY, Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities. 

The local B’nai B’rith chapter, the William H. Seigel 
Lodge #1352, provides community service as well as 
educational and cultural programs.

The Penn-York Jewish Community is a support-
ing member of the Community Foundation for the 
Twin Tiers. 

Future plans include a summer picnic in August, a 
Sukkot celebration in October and a Chanukah celebra-
tion in December. For more information, contact Harvey 
Chernosky at 570-265-3869.

Temple Brith Shalom is a small, diverse egalitarian 
community in Cortland, NY. Comprised of about 30 indi-
vidual and family members, who have learned that com-
promise is necessary in order to maintain the only Jewish 
organization in Cortland County, Temple Brith Shalom 
frequently shares programs with the small, but active, 
SUNY Cortland Hillel group. High Holiday services this 
year will be led by Michael Weinstein, assisted by Cantor 
Nancy Hausman. Shabbat services have recently been led 
by members of the community. The community maintains 
a Jewish cemetery. 

A community this size provides many opportunities 
for personal growth through service to the community, 
whether serving on the Board of Trustees, serving on one 
of the committees, leading services, or planning a special 
program. Members welcome new friends at any service 
or program.

For further information, contact Louis Wilson at lou-
iswilson1995@yahoo.com. For information on Temple 
Brith Sholom’s cemetery, contact Cemetery Committee 
Chairman Dr. Andrew Chernow at 607-753-7381.

The Norwich Jewish Center

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

sage for a return call. Rabbi Molly Karp can be reached 
at rabbimollykarp@gmail.com. For synagogue business, 
contact President Ken Sider at ksider@hotmail.com.

and Jewish non-members.
Temple Beth El is located at 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, 

NY 13820. The phone number is 432-5522; leave a mes-

L-r: Julia Lustig, Gabby Zweig, Rachel Spiro, Maria Stein, 
Jessica Hill, Sammy Plotzker and Amanda Nussbaum posed 
outside of the Chabad Center just before the first Chabad 
Formal held on April 2 began. Temple Concord Religious School students decorated the 

sukkah.

L-r: Adina Harkavy, Meryl Sasnowitz and Marie Werner 
put the finishing touches on the desserts for a Sisterhood 
dinner while Shirley Lash, Krista Shoemaker and Cathy 
Velenchik finalized serving strategies. (Photo by Nancy 
Basmann)

Members of the community toured the sanctuary during 
the Temple Israel Community Open House on October 30. 
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Jewish Community Center
Mission Statement and Purpose

The JCC’s mission is to provide Jewish 
and secular programming and services in 
a safe and welcoming environment. The 
JCC also strives to cultivate and promote 
community relations and strengthen Jewish 
heritage, culture and identity in the Greater 
Binghamton community.

Seeking to embrace the true spirit of com-
munity, the JCC of Binghamton is dedicated 
to the enrichment of family life and fosters 
the spiritual, emotional and physical devel-
opment of its members and friends through 
all of life’s stages and circumstances. The 
JCC represents the model of acceptance, 
understanding and diversity. As such, people 
look to the JCC as a center that epitomizes 
how shared values can support a vibrant and 
evolving community. The JCC welcomes 
social inclusiveness, catering to a wide 
variety of ages, lifestyles, ethnicities and 
socio-economic backgrounds.

Founded August 15, 1927, the JCC 
provides programs and services to the 
community in its ever-expanding, modern 
facilities in Vestal. For almost 90 years, the 
JCC has offered programs in five major ser-
vice areas to individuals and families with 
infants to senior adults: (1) Early Childhood 
Center services include infant care, daycare 
and preschool classes; (2) Youth and Teen 
programs/services; (3) Adult and Senior 
programs/services; (4) Mind, Body and 
Health program/services; and (5) Summer 
Day Camp.

Dr. I.J. Rosefsky Early Childhood 
Center

At the ECC, staff believes in developing 
the whole child. They take the time to rec-
ognize and nurture the physical, emotional, 
social, linguistic and cognitive skills of each 
child. The goals of the ECC are to develop 
positive self-esteem, new skills and a love 
of learning. The ECC is a busy, happy and 
creative place for children to play and learn, 
and offers a broad range of programs for 
children 6 weeks to 5 years of age. The ECC 
offers participants on-site swimming, gym, 
an outdoor playground and lunch.

To register for any of the ECC pro-
grams, contact ECC Director Marlene 
Schwartz-Patrick at 607-724-2417.

Half-Day Program
The half-day program follows the Vestal 

school calendar; registration for the fall 
begins the previous March and continues 
until the program is full. Children age 3 by 
December 1 can attend two, three or five 
days a week, from 9-11:45 am or from 9 

am-12:45 pm including a hot lunch. The 
morning half-day programs provide op-
portunities for both free play and directed 
activities. Art, crafts, music, dramatic play, 
story-time, outdoor play, cooking, nature, 
science, computers and field trips are in-
cluded. The program also includes a weekly 
large-motor gym period, with instruction 
provided by a qualified physical education 
specialist, and the opportunity to swim in 
the JCC’s pool, a unique offering among 
local programs. Morning snack is provided.

The ECC also has its own cook, preparing 
and serving daily kosher lunches.

An appreciation of Jewish culture is 
conveyed through Sabbath and individual 
holiday programs, as the children learn 
songs, hear stories, do crafts and prepare 
foods pertaining to Jewish holidays.

An intergenerational program with 
Brookdale-Vestal East (formerly Emeritus 
at Woodland Manor), the senior citizen 
assisted living center across from the JCC, 
bridges the gap between young and old, 
with joint activities such as crafts, stories 
and conversation.

Full-Day Program
The ECC’s full-day program, opened in 

1992, brings child care services year-round 
to families with children aged 6 weeks-5 
years, from 7:30 am-5:30 pm Monday-Fri-
day. The activities and cultural experiences 
described in the half-day program are all 
included in the full-day program as well. A 
lunch and two snacks per day are provided.

Universal Pre-Kindergarten
The JCC is a Universal Pre-Kindergarten 

provider for the Vestal and Binghamton 
school districts. The morning session runs 
from 9-11:45 am and the afternoon session 
runs from 1-3:45 pm. UPK follows the Com-
mon Core standards as set by the New York 
state Department of Education. Enrollment 
for Vestal is conducted through the school 
district. Binghamton residents may enroll 
directly through the JCC. Students are 
eligible for UPK the year they are 4 on or 
before December 1. Community residents 
can also join the ECC’s UPK program as 
self-paying clients. Contact the ECC at 
724-2417 regarding enrollment.

Youth and Teen Programs/Services
The Youth Department provides a 

variety of classes and vacation programs 
for children in preschool through sixth 
grade. A variety of different classes are 
offered seasonally for youth of all ages 
and include art, sports, music, dance and 
special interest. Classes offer instruction 
in a creative, friendly atmosphere. Special 
interests expressed by participants often 
generate new programming ideas.

Kids Connection
The Jewish Community Center’s li-

censed school-age child care program, Kids 
Connection, is open to area elementary 

Audriann Glazer finger-painted a tree in 
the JCC’s “Tiny Artists” class.

Children in the Early Childhood Center’s children in ECC’s Room 8 class collected 
more than 85 pairs of pajamas for the Scholastic’s Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive.  

Jaelynn DeLeon showed off her star 
during the JCC Early Childhood Center’s 
celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut.

Children from the Jewish Community Center’s Early Childhood Center sang Chanukah 
songs at the Community Chanukah celebration at the JCC on December 21.

L-r: Neil Rose and Mark Walker made 
latkes at the annual latke fry prior to the 
Community Chanukah celebration.

school-aged children in grades kindergar-
ten-seventh and offers a diversified program 
with professional staff.

Kids Connection is scheduled from 
3:15-6 pm Monday-Friday and 7:30 am-6 
pm, when Vestal schools are closed due to a 
snow day, vacation day, half day or holiday. 
At Kids Connection, children can play, do 
homework, have a snack, relax or participate 
in the weekly themed program. A day may 
also include swimming, games in the the 
gym, youth sports and fitness, time on the 
school-aged playground and activities in 
science, music, cooking and art. A CIT, or 
Counselor-in-Training, program is available 
for students in grades six-eight.

JCC Teen Program/BBYO
The JCC Teen Program is affiliated with 

the B’nai B’rith Youth Organization as part 
of its Liberty Region. For more than 80 
years, BBYO has been the largest, trans-de-
nominational, Jewish youth-led movement 
in the world. BBYO offers fun activities and 
meaningful involvement by exposing teens 
to Jewish culture, history and practice, and 
introducing new ways to help them apply 
Jewish principles to contemporary life.

The group is open to Jewish teens in 
grades eight-12. Locally, teens are involved 
in a variety of social as well as community 
service projects, such as gathering for meet-
ings and social events, and volunteering at 
the JCC for the Community Chanukah Cel-
ebration, Purim Carnival, the Jewish Feder-
ation’s Jewish Film Fest, JCC fund-raising 
events and more. Regionally, teens attend 
conventions, which are held at JCCs that 
span from New York and Pennsylvania to 
Delaware.

Adult and Senior Programs/Services
The JCC sponsors many cultural, edu-

cational and social activities and programs 
throughout the year, which have included 
exhibits, lectures, trips, dances, classes, 
the Jewish Book Fair and Jewish cultural 
festivals. There is Jewish holiday program-
ming for the entire family for Chanukah 
and Purim. Senior volunteers prepare and 
bring holiday food packages to people in 
adult residences.
See “JCC” on page 15A

Classes offered at the JCC include Kettlebell 
with Jan DeAngelo, JCC health and fitness 
coordinator.
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724-2935

Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 11:00pm

Our Wishes for a
HAPPY

NEW YEAR

We Carry over 50 different Kosher Wines:
• Case Discounts on Wine
• Special Orders Welcome
• Knowledgeable & Courteous Staff
• Organic & Low Sulfite Wines Available
• Over 700 Imported Wines From:
  France, Italy, Spain, & South America
• Over 250 New York State Wines
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JCC Continued from page 14A

In addition, classes and workshops have been offered 
in the fall, winter and spring in areas that have included 
crafts, music, dog training, lectures on health topics, book 
discussions and defensive driving.

Friendship Club
The Jewish Community Center Friendship Club meets 

every Wednesday at the JCC for a variety of activities 
and programs. After refreshments at 1:30 pm, in addition 
to musical, educational, cultural and holiday programs, 
there is plenty of time to socialize, work on crafts, play 
cards or just talk. One meeting a month is set aside as a 
birthday celebration for all seniors whose birthdays fall 
during that month. The senior group also plans trips and 
outings during the year.

Yiddish Conversation Group
The Yiddish Group has been meeting at the JCC every 

Thursday, excluding holidays, for more than 20 years. It 
is a vibrant group of people, from all walks of life, who 
spend more than an hour each week in Yiddish conversa-
tion discussing serious and current topics, telling stories 
and jokes, writing poetry and more. No knowledge of 
Yiddish required!

Mind, Body and Health Programs/Services
The JCC provides programs and activities for all interests 

and levels of mind, body and health in the community. Fall, 
winter, spring and summer classes make use of the JCC’s 
Fitness Center, gymnasium, pool, loft and outdoor complex.

Certified personal trainers, and yoga and pilates spe-
cialists welcome clients in the JCC’s comprehensive 
fitness facility. Ellipticals, treadmills, exercise bicycles, 
free weights and a complete range of strength training 
equipment is available for members’ use every day, except 
on the Sabbath when the JCC is closed.

The JCC offers specialized personal fitness programs, 
post-rehab, strength and conditioning, as well as a variety 
of exercise classes to members and non-members of all 
ages. JCC fitness staff believe that being a part of JCC 
fitness, whether through a personal trainer or group class, 
is considered the best way to monitor progression and to 
maintain motivation.

Group exercise classes, including aerobics, spinning, 
SilverSneakers, pilates and kettlebell pump, are held 
every day by certified instructors to help clients improve 
cardiovascular fitness and muscle tone. Anyone can come 
and try a group exercise class for free.

For a personalized fitness program, contact Jan DeAn-
gelo at 607-724-2417, ext. 133.

Other activities for adults include men’s basketball 
leagues and open games, water exercise, lap swimming 
and more.

There are a myriad of sports activities for children at 
the JCC. Co-ed basketball developmental leagues are run 
during the winter for children in grades three-eight to pro-
vide a competitive and learning environment. Numerous 
basketball tournaments are also played by all ages at the 
JCC during the winter, in order to serve the community 
and showcase some of the local basketball talent.

The Fitness Center and Health Club facilities are open 
5:30 am-9 pm Mondays-Thursdays, 6 am-5 pm Fridays and 
8 am-5 pm Sundays. Separate steam and sauna, locker and 
shower facilities are available for men and women mem-
bers. TV lounges are also part of the Health Club facility 
and are a way to relax after a workout or just escape for 
some solitude.

Aquatics
The JCC Aquatics Department provides a broad spec-

trum of aquatic courses. Offerings include American Red 

Cross swim levels for parent/child, preschoolers, youth, 
advanced youth and adult learn-to-swim, which includes 
competitive swimming and stroke development.

Water exercise and arthritis water exercise continue to 
grow and stay in demand. The department also provides 
instruction at the higher aquatic levels in ARC Lifeguard-
ing, Waterfront Lifeguarding, CPR for the Professional 
Rescuer, AED, Pediatric AED, Community First Aid and 
Community CPR.

The aquatics facility is designed for easy access with 
ease-in steps and a chair lift. The water temperature is kept 
between 85-87 degrees.

Personal aquatic training and private lessons are avail-
able. Pool rentals are also available during various times 
throughout the week for birthday parties, Scout outings, etc. 
Recreational swim is provided to the JCC Early Childhood 
Center on a weekly basis.

JCC Summer Camp
For more than 40 years, Camp JCC has earned a rep-

utation for providing a quality day camp experience for 
the young people of the Southern Tier. Open to the entire 
community, Camp JCC is a place where children from ages 
3-16 years come to develop new friendships and take on 
new experiences and challenges. Camps at the JCC also 
include week-long co-ed sports camps and specialty camps.

Camp JCC continues to offer new programs designed 
specifically to address the changing needs of campers and 
their families. The professionally-run counselor orientation 
and training ensures the highest quality of camper super-
vision. Camp structure guarantees that children of all ages 
will be provided the opportunity to thrive and grow. The 
program emphasis on outdoor fun, physical growth and 
learning cooperation encourages children to explore new 
aspects of the world around them.

Camp JCC is based at the Jewish Community Center 
complex (indoor and outdoor) at 500 Clubhouse Rd., Ves-
tal. The location provides children with a safe, clean and 
flexible environment where they can enjoy all that summer 
has to offer, rain or shine.

Camp JCC is the perfect place for young children to 
learn to swim, study nature, sing, dance, play sports, polish 
their sports skills, learn arts and crafts, explore folklore, 
and experience day trips, overnights and much more.

All camp information and fees can be found online at 
www.binghamtonjcc.org.

Kashrut
The JCC adheres to kashrut, the Jewish dietary laws. 

Members of the Friendship Club enjoyed refreshments at 
the July birthday celebration, along with entertainment 
provided by Rabbi Benny Kellman.

Arrangements for kosher food for programs and activities 
may be made through the JCC office.

JCC Guest Pass Policy
JCC members in good standing may receive compli-

mentary passes to the JCC for out-of-town house guests for 
a period of up to two weeks. A $10 guest pass is required 
each time a local guest is brought to the JCC accompanied 
by a member. After three visits per year, local guests can 
choose to become a JCC member by visiting or calling the 
JCC office at 724-2417.

Seasonal Program Guide
JCC Program Guides are distributed and posted online 

in the spring, fall and winter. The Center offers educational, 
fitness, family-oriented and community-based programs 
and services for all ages, from toddlers through senior 
citizens. Day and evening classes, lectures and special pro-
grams are scheduled throughout the year. Those interested 
need not be members to enroll in the many JCC courses 
listed in the guide. The Program Guide can be found and 
downloaded from the JCC’s website, www.binghamtonjcc.
org, at any time. To receive a paper copy, call the JCC 
office at 724-2417.

The JCC is a member agency of the United Way of Broome 
County and the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, 
whose support underwrites priority services for those who 
cannot afford to pay the full cost of fees and charges.

L-r: Susan Hubal, Susan Walker, Bud Koffman and JCC 
Executive Director Sheryl Brumer at the 21st annual JCC Golf 
Tournament held on July 27 at Vestal Hills Country Club.

Swim lessons and Community Open Swim are held in the 
JCC’s full-sized heated pool.

L-r: Claus Evans and Heidi Weeks played Mr. and Mrs. 
VanDaan, and Andy Horowitz and Nancy Oliveri performed 
the roles of Mr. and Mrs. Frank for the dramatic reading 
of the play “The Diary of Anne Frank”at the JCC in 
commemoration of Yom Hashoah.The 21st annual JCC Golf Tournament was held on July 27 

at Vestal Hills Country Club. More than 70 golfers teed off 
to support the JCC fund-raiser, which will benefit the JCC’s 
day care, day camp and youth recreation scholarships. 
L-r: Mark Rappaport, Dave Constantine, Marty Klein and 
Brady Begeal made up one of the golf teams who came 
out to support the JCC.
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Concord Continued from page 10A

Seen around the community...

Members of the Caring Community make home visits 
and bring a basket or meal to congregants who are or have 
been ill, had surgery or been in an accident. They also 
assist in preparing the meal of consolation after a funeral 
and provide rides to services for members or Binghamton 
University students unable to transport themselves.

The temple also has the Tuesday Morning Book Club, 
which meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 
10:30 am (changes in the meeting schedule can be found 
in the temple’s monthly “Shelanu” and on its website). The 
book club is open to the public and offers a discussion of 
the chosen book in a social setting.

The temple’s outreach activities include programs 
for interfaith families, as well as classes for people who 
wish to learn more about Judaism. Havdalah Happy Hour 
programs have been offered through outreach for the past 
couple of years.

Hanukkah House Museum, now in its 21st year, is a 
seasonal museum established as a teaching museum for the 
community. Through creative displays of Jewish history 
and tradition, Hanukkah House provides a cultural and 

educational experience designed to increase the visitors’ 
awareness and knowledge of Jewish life.

Education:
In keeping with the tradition of the Jewish people and 

the principles of Reform Judaism, Temple Concord has a 
comprehensive religious school and Hebrew school pro-
gram, starting with younger children and progressing to 
confirmation. Religious school for children in kindergarten 
through seventh grade meets from 9-11:45 am on Saturdays 
and includes attending Shabbat morning services. Hebrew 
classes meet on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. Chil-
dren in grades eight, nine and 10, the post-bar/bat mitzvah 
program, will meet twice a month on Saturday mornings 
this year. The curriculum covers Jewish religious concepts 
and practices; Torah; Hebrew; Jewish values, morals and 
ethics; Jewish history from biblical to present times; and 
comparative religion.

Adults have many opportunities to study together. Torah 
study, led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, takes place 
at 9:15 am on Saturdays and is open to all. The rabbi also runs 
short-term seminars throughout the year on various topics.

Temple Concord is located at 9 Riverside Dr., Bingham-
ton. The temple may be reached by phone at 723-7355, by 
e-mail at TempleConcordBinghamton.gmail.com, online 
at www.templeconcord.com and on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/templeconcord.

Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Lewis Hecht, President

Orly Shoer, Religious School Principal

Temple Concord held a Rosh Hashanah Tashlich ceremony 
on October 3 at Confluence Park in downtown Binghamton.

Temple Concord held a Rosh Hashanah Tashlich ceremony 
on October 3 at Confluence Park in downtown Binghamton.

The Temple Concord Sukkot seder on October 23 was a 
family event. More than 30 people attended.

Parents of students in Temple Concord’s Religious School 
gathered in early December to fry several hundred latkes. 
The potato pancakes were served at the annual Chanukah 
celebration on December 17 and the Chanukah Shabbat 
dinner on December 30. 

The TC religious school students made matzah covers in 
preparation for Passover.

The Temple Concord Sisterhood Sabbath and Installation 
was held on May 12.

Members of Temple Concord’s bet class, all fourth grade 
students, led Shabbat morning services on February 4. They 
posed with their teachers and Rabbi Barbara Goldman-
Wartell (second from left in the back row).

More than 175 children and parents participated in the second annual breakfast ball to 
benefit the JCC’s Early Childhood Center on January 29.

The JCC Yiddish Group celebrated the 90th birthday of member Joe Miller. Seated (l-r): 
Marie Werner, Meryl Sasnowitz, Miller, Claire Ladenheim and Toni Grekin. Standing: 
Joyce Haber, Bernie Segal, Sue Cubic, Harold Kohn, Mickey Greenberg and Nate Raboy. 
Anyone interested in speaking Yiddish or learning Yiddish via conversation is welcome 
to attend the group’s weekly meetings on Thursdays from 1-2 pm in the JCC library.

The Broome County Home Repair Service

A non-profi t public service operated by
First Ward Action Council, Inc.

167 Clinton Street, Binghamton, NY

Call 772-2850 For Details

Home Repairs for Senior Citizens
�Leaky Faucets                                       �Safety Devices 
�Railings                                                   �Locks Installed 
�Porch & Stair Repair                      �Wheelchair Ramps
Crime prevention dead bolt lock program...And more

CHARBEL’S 
Tuxedos, Tailoring & Dry Cleaning

Alterations for both Men & Women

Best Price. Best Selection.

4513 Old Vestal Rd. by McNeil Music

(607)729-7953

Complete Tux Rental & Sales

500 Clubhouse Road • Vestal, NY  13850

Roz Antoun
Director

Phone 607-724-2332                     Fax 607-724-2311

Email: RozJFS@stny.rr.com

A Committee of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

Helping those in need
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Seen around the community...

Israel Continued from page 10A

The Temple Israel Hebrew School children helped sort and 
pack non-perishable food items for the 10th annual Jewish 
Family Service We Remember You project into boxes for 
recipient families. L-r: Eli Knowlton, Sonia Horowitz, 
Shayna Foreman, Laura Weinstein and Isaac Knowlton.

donation from the Victor and Esther Rozen Foundation, 
that were distributed to hospitals, cancer centers, neo-natal 
units, the V.A. and shelters by the Caring Quilters Project. 
Those interested in joining the group should call Sandra 
Paston at 217-4038.

Temple Israel provides a traditional Jewish cemetery 
for burial of members, located in the town of Conklin. 
The chevra kadisha (Jewish burial society) prepares 
deceased members for burial according to the laws of 
Jewish burial practice.

Temple Israel welcomes volunteers for any of the 
aforementioned committees. For more information and 
updated calendars, visit its website, templeisraelvestal.org.

Several members of the Temple Israel Sisterhood 
Programming Committee met in April to plan upcoming 
programs for the temple and community. L-r: Arlene Osber 
(on the computer), Bobbi Markowitz, Harriet Horowitz, 
Barbara Zelter, Maxine Rosenberg, Betty Warner and 
Lois Levitt.

A view of the exterior of the  new Temple Israel building, 
with the Holocaust memorial to the left in background.

L-r: Howard Schwartz, Len Feld and Carol Herz prepared 
to place one of Temple Israel’s Torahs in the ark on July 
22. (Photo by Bruce Nelson)

L-r: Marcia Hofstein, Barbara Zelter and Pam Lavker, 
along with many other volunteers, worked to unpack boxes 
and inventory the new Temple Israel kitchens.

The newly formed Temple Israel Sisterhood hosted a kitchen 
shower event on August 28 to help re-supply the meat and 
dairy kitchens in the new building. More than 65 women 
attended the event, enjoying a brunch, the camaraderie of 
other women from all over the community and bringing 
more than 80 gifts for the new kitchens.

Temple Israel held a Community Open House on October 
30. People gathered in the social hall to enjoy refreshments.

Temple Israel Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown (who was 
hired full-time in June) gave a talk on prayer to a group 
of congregants on January 8.

L-r: Sandy Paston, Rabbi Geoffrey Brown and Elissa 
Brown attended the Temple Israel family picnic on 
June 11.

Dessert was served before the games were played at the Jewish Family Service Dessert 
and Games Day on September 28 at the Jewish Community Center. More than 40 people 
attended.

The cast of Camp JCC’s “Jungle Book” musical assembled on stage to take a final bow 
during Camp JCC 2016.

OLIVE OIL & BALSAMIC VINEGAR SPECIALTY STORE

Bob & Wendy Oppenheim
em: crystalcityevoo@aol.com    www.crystalcityoliveoil.com

2 W. Market Street
Corning, NY 14830

607.936.1406

186 Front Street
Owego, NY 13827

607.687.8076

1708 Vestal Parkway E.
Vestal, NY 13850

607.748.2546

25 N. Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

607.749.7000

EST.
2012

423 East Main St., Endicott
          754-7221

Exceptional care from
kittenhood to the senior years!

THE  CAT DOCTOR
Susan M. Szczotka, DVM
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Seen around the community...

L-r: Arlene Osber, Nellie Roth, Marcia Hofstein, Maxine 
Rosenberg, Wendy Wolff and Betty Warner attended the 
Temple Israel family picnic on June 11.

Rabbi Rachel Esserman was honored, in a surprise 
presentation, by the Temple Concord Sisterhood for her 
many years of “dedicated and selfless service” at the 
Temple Concord Sisterhood Sabbath and Installation held 
on May 12.

L-r: Volunteers Arieh Ullmann, Neisen Luks, Rita Shawn 
and Susan Walker helped serve the food at the Community 
Chanukah celebration at the JCC on December 21.

Sabra 1 campers visited Animal Adventure during Camp 
JCC 2016.

Jewish Community Center Facilities Manager Jamie 
VanAbs rode the water slide at an all camp party during 
Camp JCC 2016.

Rivky Slonim discussed “The Mystery of the Mikvah: 
Judaism’s Best Kept Secret”at Beth David Synagogue’s 
open house for the reopening of the mikvah on November 6.

The TC religious school students made their own matzot 
in preparation for Passover.

Women welcomed Shabbat with a candle lighting at Shabbat 
1800 on March 31. Close to 1,700 Binghamton University 
students gathered for what some say is the largest Shabbat 
dinner held at any university in the world.

 L-r: Max Melamed and Gabriella Naggar read the megillah 
at th Roitman Chabad Center Purim celebration.

L-r: Kerry Bopp and Zach Lipo tried their luck at one of 
the games at the Jewish Community Center’s Community 
Purim Carnival held on March 12.

Members of the Temple Israel Kitchen Shower Committee 
created paper flowers for table decorations for the kitchen 
shower that was held on August 28 at the temple. L-r: Heidi 
Thirer, Barbara Zelter and Maxine Rosenberg.

TYR TRAVEL
Expert Vacation Planning

Tracy Covert de Cuevas
Owner

3803 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal NY 13850
(next to Subway, between Chuck E. Cheese and Wendy’s) 

Over 20+ years in the travel industry!

607.752.0333
info@tyrtravel.com

w w w . t y r t r a v e l . c o m

Lasting Memories
Handmade Quilts

Great for
Wedding Gifts,
Wall Hangings,

Lap Quilts
and More!

Custom Made by Jeanne Baxter

Size” 56” x 84”

CALL 607-624-5896
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Binghamton West Side Eruv and other points of interest

Shalom Staiman Eruv in 
Vestal

The Shalom Staiman Eruv, established in fall 
2015, surrounds the Binghamton University campus 
and adjacent areas in Vestal. The eruv includes the 
Hayes Community, University Plaza, the Jewish 
Community Center, Temple Israel and the Marriot 
Residence Hotel. Those interested in checking the 
status of the eruv each week, or helping to maintain 
it, can visit www.Facebook.com/BUEruv or call 
Chabad Center at 797-0015.

TEMPLE  
CONCORD 

TEMPLE  
ISRAEL 

CHABAD 

BINGHAMTON 
UNIVERSITY 

JEWISH 
COMM. 
CENTER 

BETH DAVID 
SYNAGOGUE 

An eruv is halachic (Jewish legal code) device to enable Sabbath observing Jews in a 
particular  geographical area to carry items and wheel baby carriages on Shabbat. Its 
boundaries frequently consist of existing utility poles and cables under a specific plan 
drawnup by a rabbinic authority. It is then checked each week to see that the eruv is intact 
for that particular Shabbat.

In Binghamton, the eruv extends over a significant portion of the West Side. A message is 
left on the Beth David Synagogue answering machine each Friday telling people if it is in 
effect for that Shabbat. The eruv was updated in October 2009

An eruv is a halachic (Jewish legal code) device to enable Sabbath observing Jews in a particular 
geographical area to carry items and wheel baby carriages on Shabbat. Its boundaries frequently 
consist of existing utility poles and cables under a specific plan drawn up by a rabbinic authority. 
It is then checked each week to see that the eruv is intact for that particular Shabbat.

In Binghamton, the eruv extends over a significant portion of the West Side. A message is left on 
the Beth David Synagogue answering machine each Friday telling people if it is in effect for that 
Shabbat. The eruv was updated in September 2011.

SEASON TICKETS AS LOW AS $178!
CALL 607-772-1391 TO RESERVE YOUR SEASON TICKETS TODAY!

ALL PERFORMANCES AT THE BROOME COUNTY FORUM THEATRE
A PORTION OF THE M&T BANK SPONSORSHIP WILL BENEFIT THE BROOME COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

ORDER ONLINE
BroadwayInBinghamton.com

“HILARIOUS!”
The New York Times

TONY AWARD

THE STORY OF FRANKIE VALLI  
& THE FOUR SEASONS

 

MARCH 19-22, 2018
SUBSCRIPTION NIGHTS: MARCH 20 & 21

OCTOBER 29, 2017 FEBRUARY 13 & 14, 2018

NOVEMBER 14 & 15, 2017

Oh, What a Season!

2017-2018

APRIL 15, 2018

It just makes cents
to advertise here
in The Reporter!
To advertise, contact 

Bonnie Rozen at 
724-2360, ext. 244

or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org.

Published by the    Jewish Federation
of Greater Binghamton

To our readers...

I want to remind you to let our 

advertisers know that you saw their 

ad here in THE REPORTER! It is so 

important to remember when you go 

to get your hair done or buy 

something at their store or use their 

services that you say I SAW YOUR AD 

IN THE REPORTER! They want to 

know.

Thank you,

Bonnie Rozen

Advertising Executive
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A guide to Jewish education programs pre-K through adult 

Affiliation/ 
Branch

Location/
Phone

Contact 
Person

Days/
Times

Youth 
Programs/
Curriculum

Adult 
Programs

Beth David 
Synagogue

Orthodox Union

39 Riverside Dr. 
Binghamton, NY 13905
722-1793

Rabbi Zev Silber

Talmud is held weekly 
with the rabbi. Special 
lecture series are held 
every few months. There 
are educational I. J. 
Rosefsky lectures. The 
Sisterhood Education 
Committee arranges 
study groups and speak-
ers a few times per year. 
There are Shabbat Lun-
cheons held the second 
Shabbat of each month, 
September-June, free 
and open to the com-
munity, where members 
of the synagogue and 
community lecture on 
interesting topics.

Hillel Academy

No affiliation

4737 Deerfield Pl.
Vestal, NY 13850
722-9274

Wendy Stafford, school 
administrator

Monday-Friday from 8:40 
am to 3:30 pm.

Hillel Academy offers pro-
grams for pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade. Early 
childhood programs con-
centrate on developing 
physical and motor skills, 
readiness and early read-
ing skills. Math, art, mu-
sic, reading, Hebrew and 
computers are introduced 
through play and focused 
classroom instruction; fac-
ulty are experienced at 
teaching to variations in 
student learning. Hillel 
Academy incorporates the 
Common Core Curriculum 
in a creative and effective 
way, emphasizing learning 
and not testing. The Judaic 
studies program devel-
ops Jewish values and 
ethics, fluency in Hebrew 
language, and practical 
knowledge and skills in holi-
day observances, customs, 
prayer and Bible.

Congregation 
Tikkun v’Or

Union for Reform 
Judaism

2550 Triphammer Rd.
Ithaca, NY
P.O. Box 3981
Ithaca, NY 14852          
256-1471

Naomi Wilensky, admin-
istrative coordinator and 
religious school director

The religious school for 
grades pre-kindergarten-
seven meets Sunday 
mornings 9:15 am-noon. 
Sixth- and seventh-grad-
ers also meet on Wednes-
day afternoons. Religious 
school classes participate 
in Family Shabbat Ex-
periences throughout 
the year.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or 
offers religious school for 
students in pre-kindergar-
ten-grade seven and b’nai 
mitzvah preparation. He-
brew for prayer is studied 
using Mitkadem, part 
of URJ’s Core Hebrew 
program. Topics of study 
include holidays, Torah, 
history, mitzvot, Jewish 
calendar and life cycles, 
God and Israel. Teens 
v’Or is the Tikkun v’Or 
youth group, for ages 13-
17. Teens gather regularly 
for social programs, so-
cial action, leadership and 
community programs.

Adult education offerings 
include classes with Rab-
bi Brian Walt. Adult b’nai 
mitzvah and conversion 
classes are also offered 
as requested.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

United Synagogue of Conserva-
tive Judaism

402 N. Tioga St.
Ithaca, NY 14850      
273-5775

Rabbi Scott L. Glass
Rabbi Suzanne Brody, Director 
of Education and Youth Pro-
gramming

The Rabbi Felix Aber Religious 
School preschool program meets 
once a month. Grades K-1 meet 
on Sundays. Grades 2-7 meet 
twice a week on Sunday morn-
ings and Wednesday afternoons. 
Each class takes part in a Shabbat 
service once a year. The Midrasha 
(Hebrew High School class) is 
open to all post-bar/bat mitzvah 
students, who attend once a week 
and enjoy a varied program.

Preschoolers learn about Jewish 
holidays. Grades K-1 study the 
holidays, Bible stories, Jewish 
concepts and learn some Hebrew. 
Grades 2-7 learn Hebrew, liturgy, 
Bible, Jewish ethics and values, 
the Jewish calendar and life cycle, 
history, rabbinics, Jewish litera-
ture, etc. The Midrasha program 
consists of ethical dilemmas, cur-
rent events, comparative religion, 
and ancient and contemporary 
Jewish texts. The temple offers a 
Youth Program, which consists of 
a religious, social and educational 
schedule.

The Temple Beth-El Adult Educa-
tion Committee arranges several 
regular weekly classes, stimu-
lating mini-courses during the 
academic year and guest lecturers 
and scholars-in-residence. The 
regular classes meet at various 
times during the week. Call the 
temple for details.

Kol Haverim

Society for Humanistic 
Judaism

P.O. Box 4972
Ithaca, NY 
14852-4972
227-5680

Joyce Frank, Edu-
cational Committee 
chairwoman

For information on class-
es for children, contact 
school@kolhaverim.
net.

Kol Haverim offers 
Cultural School classes 
for students in grades 
four-seven, emphasiz-
ing Jewish history, tra-
ditions, ethics, dance 
and music within a 
humanistic framework 
of critical thinking, ethi-
cal values,and com-
passion for others. 
Kol Haverim’s goal is 
to give its children a 
form of Judaism that 
will grow with them 
throughout their lives. 
B’nai mitzvah stu-
dents develop a com-
munity service project, 
research a personal 
hero from Jewish his-
tory and conduct a 
deeper analysis of a 
chosen Torah pas-
sage as part of their 
training. 

Kol Haverim also holds 
a variety of educational 
events and holiday cel-
ebrations throughout 
the year.

Jewish Community Center

No affiliation

500 Clubhouse Rd.
Vestal, NY 13850
724-2417

ECC director: Marlene Schwartz-
Patrick
Adult Program Coordinator: Razi 
Lissy
Youth/Camp Director: Lynette Errante

The Early Childhood Center provides 
full-day care Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-5:30 pm 
all year-round for children 6 weeks-5 
years old. The Infant Program is for 
children 6 weeks-18 months. Half-day 
care is available for children age 3 by 
December 1. They can attend two, three 
or five days a week, from 9-11:45 am or 
from 9 am-12:45 pm including a hot lunch, 
Sept.-June (extended day available). The 
After School Program (Kids Connection) 
is for elementary school-aged children 
and runs Mon.-Fri. 3:15-6 pm. Full-day 
school-age care is available when school 
is closed for snow or conference days, 
holidays or vacations; the exceptions are 
national or Jewish holidays, December 25 
and the day after Thanksgiving.  

The JCC Early Childhood Center 
provides an appreciation of Jewish 
culture through Sabbath and holiday 
programs.
Kids Connection offers weekly themes 
and a multi-cultural curriculum. Specialty 
youth classes are available for children 
ages 3-12 throughout the year. 
JCC Teen Program/BBYO is for those 
in grades nine-12.

Adult activities include musical pro-
grams, films, talks, trips and Jewish 
cultural festivals and holiday programs. 
Adult classes and workshops have 
included dog training, cooking, crafts, 
defensive driving, social dancing, 
art exhibits, tap dancing, aquatics, 
physical fitness and individual fitness 
programs. Suggestions from members 
for additional programs are considered. 
Classes are subject to a minimum 
enrollment.

Temple Beth El of 
Oneonta

United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism

P.O. Box 383
83 Chestnut St.
Oneonta, NY 13820 
432-5522

Rabbi Molly Karp

For preschool and other 
information, visit www.
templebetheloneonta.
org. The religious school 
meets on Sundays from 
9 am-noon. Bar/bat mitz-
vah study is supervised 
by the rabbi. 

The religious school 
goes through bar/bat 
mitzvah.

Adult Torah study meets 
bi-monthly on Saturday 
mornings at 9 am.
Adult Lunch and Learn 
meets bi-monthly on Sat-
urdays from noon-2 pm. 
Participants bring their 
own vegetarian lunch.


