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By Lynette Errante 
The Israel Scouts will perform on Thurs-

day, July 27, at 7 pm, at the Jewish Com-
munity Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. 
Their performance will be followed by 
refreshments and a meet-and-greet with the 
Scouts. The Scouts will spend the day with 
the campers at Camp JCC playing traditional 
Israeli games. The evening performance will 
be free to the community, but RSVPs will 
be appreciated and can be made by calling 
the JCC office at 724-2417, ext. 110.

Founded in 1919, the Israel Scouts were 
the first Zionist youth movement in Israel 
and the first egalitarian Scouting movement 
in the world where boys and girls partic-
ipated together. The first delegation was 
sent to the United States in 1958. Today, 
the Israel Scouts, Tzofim, remain the only 
non-political youth movement in Israel and 
are supported mainly by the Ministry of 
Education and Culture.

Like Scouts throughout the world, the 
Tzofim are said to be “always prepared” and 
learn the principles of “working with spirit” and 
“providing community service.” Out of 60,000 

Israeli Scouts Friendship Caravan to hold 
community performance on July 27

Campers and community members posed with the 2016 Israeli Scouts.

Tzofim throughout Israel, only 100 are chosen 
annually for the Tzofim Summer Delegation.

The Tzofim Friendship Caravan travels 
throughout North America, visiting summer 
camps and cities. In representing Israel, the 
Tzofim Friendship Caravan members use 
song and dance as their means of expression. 
The Caravan features 10 teenagers and two 
adult leaders.

To become part of the Friendship Cara-
van, the Tzofim must go through a four-tier 
elimination process. They are selected 
on the basis of personal interviews, their 
knowledge of Israel, English communica-
tion skills, general group interaction and 
leadership abilities.

After they are selected to be part of the 
Friendship Caravan, the Scouts rehearse 
weekly for four months in Tel Aviv under the 
direction of entertainment professionals. By 
the end of the rehearsal period, they are said 
to have attained the level of a professional 
entertainment troupe.

The Caravan’s performance will con-
vey Israeli culture, music and tradition, 
bringing with them a message of peace and 

Following an extensive search 
process, the membership of Tem-
ple Israel has appointed Rabbi 
Geoffrey Brown as their new 
spiritual leader. Brown served the 
congregation as the interim rabbi 
from November-May, providing 
a variety of religious, educational 
and pastoral services on alternate 
weekends. While fulfilling his 
duties as interim rabbi, he com-
pleted his rabbinical studies at the 
Academy for Jewish Religion, 
from which he received smicha on April 27. 
He also holds a master’s degree in Jewish 
studies from Gratz College in Philadelphia.

Brown is said to have “a long and close 
connection” with Israel, having first vis-
ited there when he was in the 10th grade. 
He returned as a participant of the Young 
Leaders Abroad Institute in Jerusalem after 
high school graduation. As a junior at Drake 
University, he spent an academic year at 

Temple Israel appoints 
new rabbi

friendship. Their professionally choreo-
graphed song and dance routines are said 
to be “charged with natural enthusiasm and 
energy.” Audiences will be encouraged to 
dance, sing and “enjoy the spirit of Israel.”

“Camp JCC campers and counselors 
look forward to this event every year” said 
camp counselor Jil Foster. “The Scouts get 
the crowd dancing and singing along with 
them, it’s so much fun!”

Rabbi Geoffrey 
Brown

Tel Aviv University studying 
science, Jewish history, Hebrew 
and Tanach.

Brown held numerous teach-
ing and leadership positions in 
synagogues and several other 
Jewish institutions before mov-
ing to New York City five years 
ago with his wife, Elissa, to 
launch his seminary studies.

His spiritual journey cul-
minated with his post as rabbi 
of Temple Israel. When asked 

about his new pulpit, he observed, “Tem-
ple Israel has welcomed me with open 
arms, and I am excited to breathe new 
spiritual life into this warm, kind and 
diverse congregation.”

Brown will begin his responsibilities at 
Temple Israel starting with Kabalat Shabbat 
services on Friday, July 7 (13 Tammuz). As 
always, the community is welcome to join 
Shabbat worship at Temple Israel.

Israeli company that produces water from air 
launches first pilot program in Florida

By Andrew Tobin
(JTA) – Large parts of Florida are suf-

fering from severe drought, and hurricane 
season threatens to make things worse. 
Enter Water-Gen, an Israeli company whose 
technology captures humidity to extract 
drinking water from the air.

On June 19, the South Florida city of 
Miami Gardens announced it was launching 
a pilot program with the company to address 
its water problems – the first U.S. city to do 
so. “As representatives responsible for the 
quality of life and safety of our communities, 
preparedness and readiness to counter crises 
is mandatory,” Mayor Oliver Gilbert III 
said at a City Hall news conference. “Water 

Gen’s pilot will enable us to measure its 
use for clean drinking water if needed for 
hurricane relief and any other emergency 
water situation that may arise.”

During the last weeks of June, Miami 
Gardens will use a midsized Water-Gen 
generator to produce drinking water for 
its residents. Water-Gen officials said 
they hope the pilot leads to contracts with 
Miami Gardens and other parts of Florida. 
The company’s largest generator yields as 
much as 825 gallons of water per day for 
only 10 cents a gallon, mostly in energy 
costs, according to the company.

“Miami Gardens is our first significant 
pilot program in a U.S. city,” Water-Gen USA 

Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver Gilbert III, second from left, Water-Gen USA President 
Yehuda Kaploun and Lior Haiat, consul general to Israel in Miami, toasted Water-Gen 
in Miami Gardens, FL, on June 20. (Photo courtesy of Mendy Studio)

President Yehuda Kaploun said Monday. “We 
are ideally positioned to enable communities 
to tap into a clean and safe drinking water 
source with a refreshing taste.”

Florida gets much of its drinking water 
from the Floridian Aquifer and the Biscayne 
Aquifer, as well as from surface water 
from Lake Okeechobee and other lakes, 
but population increases have strained 

available sources. Because of the drought, 
Miami-Dade County, where Miami Gardens 
in located, has put restrictions on water use, 
including banning residents from watering 
outdoors between 10 am and 4 pm.

In addition, Florida is bracing for hurri-
canes, which hit the state harder than any 
other and can cause water contamination. 
See “Water” on page 6
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In My Own Words

There will always be people looking for an easy way to 
make money, even if it means doing something illegal. There 
will always be people willing to risk imprisonment because 
they either don’t believe they’ll get caught by the police, or 
because there’s an opportunity to make more money than 
they can at any job available to them. Some have no mar-
ketable skills; others don’t have the temperament to fit into 
a work environment; some can’t envision any other options 
for their lives. This means as long as people are willing to 
buy a product, there will always be people to sell it.

Money and addiction
If case you haven’t guessed yet, I’m talking about drugs, 

particularly opioids. What concerns me is the recent debate 
about the best way to defeat the opioid epidemic: should 
funds and time be spent on increasing the penalties for 
pushers, or should those monies and efforts be put toward 
treating those who are addicted? My first thought on the 
matter is very simplistic: Put a pusher in jail and another 
will quickly take his or her place. Help someone overcome 
his or her addiction and there’s one less person to purchase 
those drugs. While I am not an expert on crime or on the 
psychological aspects of addiction, I do know as long as 
there are people willing to buy drugs, there will be people 
willing to sell them.

As a rabbi, I’m concerned with the pain and grief 
people feel when a loved one dies from an opioid over-
dose. Someone who works at a funeral home recently 
told me how much more difficult her job has become. 

Why? Because they are burying so many young peo-
ple who died from drug overdoses. Previously, they 
usually dealt with children mourning the death of their 
parents. Now, it is parents heartbroken about the loss 
of their children.

I’m not only not an expert on drug addiction, I’ve 
never used an illegal drug. My rabbinic expertise does 
not speak to why some people become addicted, al-
though I’ve read enough to know there are a wide range 
of reasons. Actually, I don’t care about the reasons; 
those are for the experts treating those with addictions. 
What matters is finding a way to stop the epidemic. 
It’s not enough to fill the jails; we need to fund and 
fill treatment centers. These centers won’t be able to 
help everyone, but if they can save one life – if they 
can save even one family from grief – then it’s worth 
the money and effort.

It may seem a bit early to be thinking about the High 
Holidays, but at Jewish Family Service, the rhythm of life 
moves more quickly than the actual calendar. I am always 
scurrying to meet deadlines and paying attention to details 
so that JFS programs flow smoothly. Therefore, I want to 
inform you about our new approach to the “We Remem-
ber You Holiday Mitzvah Project,” which completed its 
10th year last September. And once again, I want to thank 
Lynne Green, who has retired from the program, for her 
commitment and untiring service to remember people in 
need in our Jewish community.

Please take notice of the new name of the program, We 
Remember You, short and simple. And in this same vein, 
after my personal phone calls to each recipient asking 

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE NOTES

We Remember You 2017
them for their preferences and needs, the gift baskets are 
being streamlined to give the recipients the special foods 
that have meaning to them.

So, I am requesting that with your usual generosity 
and kindness, you help fund the We Remember You 
program with money instead of non-perishable food 
items. Supermarkets and other businesses have already 
been contacted and asked to make donations of the foods 
that will be distributed in the baskets. Therefore, money 
will be needed to give out to the recipients so they can 
shop for the additional foods items they would like at 
their holiday table. Please make your donation to JFS by 
Monday, September 11, with checks noted on the memo 
line for “We Remember You.”

In order to retain to the community spirit of this program, 
the children of Hillel Academy will design greeting cards 
to put into the baskets. JFS is also asking families with 
children to pick apples for the baskets and perhaps create 
some other treat bags to add a spark of fun.

And, there is another way you can donate small items 
if you like. Please call me if you are interested in donating 
spices or honey and I will let you know exactly what is 
needed. It is my hope that we not duplicate items and do 
not give out items that the recipients will not use.

Call me at my office 607-724-2332 or e-mail me at 
Rozjfs@stny.rr.com

Thank you for 10 years of making this project special. 
And as the recipients say, “Thank you for remembering me.”

By Elissa Einhorn 
(Kveller via JTA) – Being the parent of a child with a 

disability can be lonely. Being the single parent of a child 
with a rare disability that is estimated to affect a mere 1 
percent of the population can feel like being sentenced to 
solitary confinement.

Beginning in toddlerhood, my daughter Kate embarked 
on a lifetime of being poked and prodded, assessed and reas-
sessed, and being escorted to multiple therapy appointments 
to address both a body and mind that were out of sync with 
everyone else. I felt helpless, like a failure and utterly alone.

Still, my loneliness doesn’t compare to Kate’s. Now 
almost 21, she still has no friends and remains misunder-
stood by peers and adults. As a child, she was constantly 
described as “quirky.” Rejecting that label, she now just 
seems to be invisible and I am resentful of systems and 
schools and professionals who failed us.

When she was 15 months old, a doctor told me I 
was an overbearing Jewish mother after I expressed 
concern about Kate’s development (or lack thereof). 
At age 7, I watched with shock when her teacher did 
nothing after a classmate at our Jewish day school 
announced in front of everybody, “Kate, no one would 
want to be your friend.”

I was told “No thank you” by another teacher at the school 
when I offered resources and access to my daughter’s thera-
pists (on my dime) so they could have a better understanding 
of her specific needs. Add to the list her middle school 

My special-needs daughter’s tallit is her 
superhero cape

experience in public school and at an all-girls’ Catholic 
high school (unfortunately, no Jewish options exist in our 
community beyond sixth grade). And on and on and on...

But thank goodness, one area where Kate’s light has 
always managed to shine bright is through her Judaism. 
I’ve always said I could put her on a desert island and she 
would find a way to be Jewish. In preschool, she learned 
Hebrew words from a native Israeli who did not speak 
English and therefore also was ignored by the other kids.

At 8, she read Torah for the first time at that same Jewish 
day school, and at 11 did so in front of her congregation. 
When she was 15, Kate participated in a pilgrimage trip to 
Israel, where she described being the “shaliach tzibur,” the 
prayer service leader, atop Masada as the highlight of her 
monthlong tour. And by 19, she was serving as “gabbai 
rishon,” a volunteer who runs the service, of our shul. Even 
today, I’m sure she is the only one at her state university 
that lights Shabbat candles in her room.

My daughter loves to be Jewish. For years I’ve listened 
to her mumble the prayer before draping her tallit around 
her shoulders, and observed her as she carefully wrapped 
its fringes around her fingers before holding them to her 
forehead while reciting the Shema, or leading the congre-
gation during one of the day’s services. She likes being 
counted as part of the minyan. Her presence matters.

There’s another thing that Kate loves: superheroes, 
from the television show “Supernatural” to the classic 
franchises. She holds her own while debating the merits 

of Marvel vs. DC with her uncle (Marvel, for sure) and 
writing a college term paper about the anthropological and 
spiritual undertones of television brothers Dean and Sam 
Winchester. They, along with Captain America, Spiderman, 
Super Girl, “Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.” and many others are 
her friends and her inspiration.

My daughter relates to misfit characters who have 
overcome their stations in life, whether they are from 
Krypton or Kansas, because that is what she has done for 
two decades and counting – she’s overcome.

These stories show her that she can save herself by per-
severing and continuing to be the resilient young woman 
that she is. But some days it’s hard.

I think some days, she feels as if having fictitious su-
perheroes as role models isn’t enough. It is on those days 
that I remind her that she, too, has a special cape – her 
tallit that patiently waited for her in a drawer from the 
time she was 7 until she took her rightful place as a bat 
mitzvah. She doesn’t need an occasion to wrap it around 
herself. She can put it on, sit quietly, and be enveloped in 
her Judaism and the power of faith. She can realize that she 
is not invisible, but an authentic superhero in her own way.

Elissa Einhorn is a freelance writer and the mother of 
twin daughters.

Kveller is a community of women and parents who 
convene online to share, celebrate and commiserate their 
experiences of raising kids through a Jewish lens. Visit 
Kveller.com.

Correction
On page 4 of the June 23, 2017 issue of The Reporter, 

a Mailbox Short about the Yidstock festival featured an 
incorrect address for the festival’s website. The address 
should have read yiddishbookcenter.org/yidstock.
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Early deadlines 
for The Reporter

Due to production of The Reporter’s yearly Commu-
nigy Guide, the deadline for the following upcoming 
issue of The Reporter is as follows. No exceptions will 
be made.

Issue .........................................................Deadline
Friday, July 14 ...........................Wednesday, July 5

The Jewish Motorcycle Alliance gathered from June 8-11 
in Providence, RI, for the 13th annual Ride-2-Remember. 
Hosted this year by the Lonsmen Motorcycle Club of New 

Participants from the “XI: Thou Shalt Ride” Jewish 
motorcycle club (l-r): Peter Caplan, Joel Stein, Ruth Stein, 
David Feldman, David Channin, Beth Caplan, Ken Bell 
and Rivka Channin.

Jewish Motorcycle Alliance held 
Ride-2-Remember

England, the annual event is a fund-raiser for The Sandra 
Bornstein Holocaust Education Center at the Providence 
Jewish Community Center.

Almost 200 Jewish motorcyclists from around the United 
States and Canada participated in a police-escorted, 50-mile 
ride through Providence and northeastern Rhode Island. 
They raised nearly $50,000. Upstate New York was rep-
resented by the “XI: Thou Shalt Ride” Jewish motorcycle 
club, led by Joel Stein of Syracuse. 

Anyone in upstate New York interested in participating 
in future Jewish motorcycling events should contact Stein 
at airmail13220@gmail.com.

“JCC on the Lawn” performances 
to be held in July and August

Two events will be held on the JCC lawn this summer.

The Jewish Community Center’s Health and Wellness 
Coordinator Jan DeAngelo is launching “JCC on the Lawn,” 
a new performance series, which will be held on the lawn 
of the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY. Performances 
will be moved inside in the event of rain.

For the series, DeAngelo has booked two acts this the 
summer to offer musical entertainment for the whole com-
munity. They include Salsa under the Stars by DJ Freddy 
Mendoza, on Sunday, July 23, from 6:30-8:30 pm, and the 
newly formed Binghamton Baroque Orchestra on Sunday, 
August 20, from 6-7 pm. A concert previously scheduled 
for July 9 has been cancelled.

The events will be free, but donations have been en-
couraged and will be appreciated. All donations go to help 
support the JCC Fitness Department.

For more information, call 724-2417.

By Ben Sales
(JTA) – They’ve tried strongly-worded statements. 

They’ve tried private meetings with the prime minister. 
They’ve tried negotiations, protest and prayer. But for 
the past five years, despite broad internal consensus and 
consistent pressure, the American Jewish establishment 
has been unable to persuade Israel’s government to cre-
ate an equitable space for non-Orthodox prayer at the 
Western Wall.

The latest setback in that fight came on June 25, when 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced the 
suspension of a 2016 agreement to expand the holy site’s 
southern section, used for egalitarian prayer, and appoint 
an interdenominational commission to oversee it. The 
compromise was a result of three years of negotiation 
between the Jewish Agency for Israel, non-Orthodox 
leaders, the Israeli government and the Western Wall’s 
haredi Orthodox management.

Work to expand the egalitarian section will continue 
during the suspension. But a new agreement will now be 
negotiated by Israel’s cabinet, and will need to come to a 
new vote before moving forward.

Suspension of Western Wall deal leaves Jewish 
leaders feeling betrayed

The suspension is a result of pressure from Netanyahu’s 
haredi Orthodox partners, who allowed the compromise 
to pass last year, but have since railed against it, blocking 
its implementation. American Jewish leaders had hailed 
the agreement last year as a step forward for Jewish plu-
ralism, and at the time, Netanyahu called it a “fair and 
creative solution.”

Now, the American Jewish leaders who pushed for the 
agreement say they feel betrayed by Netanyahu. They were 
scheduled to meet in Israel to discuss a response. But no 
leaders committed to concrete plans for a response, beyond 
continued vocal protest.

“It’s deeply troubling and very disappointing that they 
would suspend the implementation of this resolution,” 
Jerry Silverman, CEO of the Jewish Federations of North 
America, told JTA Sunday. “We are going to be assertive 
in asking what’s next.”

Various advocates for the agreement have warned of a 
crisis among American non-Orthodox Jews should the com-
promise collapse. Last year, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president 
of the Union for Reform Judaism, said the collapse of the 
deal “will signal a very serious rupture in the relationship 

between North American Jewry and the state of Israel.”
On June 25, Jacobs expressed strong disappointment in 

the suspension, but did not say it would lead to any concrete 
loss of support for Israel from the Reform movement. He 
included it in a list of recent Israeli government decisions 
the Reform movement opposes, including recent legisla-
tion to bar supporters of Israel boycotts from entering the 
country, and another law legalizing Israeli settlements’ 
appropriation of Palestinian land.

“This decision screams out that when all is said and 
done, the state of Israel and government of Israel is willing 
to sell our rights and our well-being for coalition politics,” 
he told JTA. “This does not add up to be a compelling 
example of what all of us understand Jewish life to be, 
and if there’s growing dissonance between those who lead 
the state of Israel and those who lead American Jewry, the 
consequences are serious.”

Rabbi Julie Schonfeld, executive vice president of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, said the best 
way forward for non-Orthodox leaders may be Israel’s 
Supreme Court. A court petition filed by a range of Israeli 
pluralist groups in 2013 seeks to compel the government 
to provide for non-Orthodox prayer at the wall, but had 
been tabled while the 2016 agreement was being negotiated 
and implemented.

Now that the agreement is suspended, Schonfeld feels 
the Supreme Court may rule favorably on the petition, 
forcing the government to accede to non-Orthodox de-
mands. “The Israeli Supreme court seems to be the only 
governmental venue that appreciates the long-term impact 
of Israel advocating its role as the home for all Jews,” she 
said. “Inevitably, we will find our way back to the courts. 
We will continue to protest.”

A range of other groups have also criticized the decision, 
See “Wall” on page 8
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New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

At first glance, Brazil and the Galapagos Islands might 
seem to have nothing in common. However, when the main 
characters in two novels travel to these exotic locations, 
they experience danger and discover their true life path. 
In “Ways to Disappear” by Idra Novey (Little Brown and 
Company), Emma Newfeld learns the truth behind fiction, 

Exotic journeys 
while in “Enchanted Islands” by Allison Amend (Nan A. 
Talese/Doubleday), Frances Frankowski realizes even the 
simplest secret can cause unexpected repercussions.

Although “Ways to Disappear” won the Jewish Book 
Council’s 2017 Sami Rohr Prize for fiction, the novel has 
little Jewish content. When the brilliant novelist Beatriz 
Yagoda disappears, her American translator Emma Newfeld 
flies to Brazil to help discover her whereabouts. The two 
Yagoda adult children – Raquel and Marcus – disagree about 
whether Emma should stay in their mother’s apartment 
as she’s done on previous visits. Raquel finds Emma’s 
presence invasive because of the way the translator reveres 
Beatriz. Marcus, on the other hand, is willing to work with 
Emma if it means finding his mother. Neither child has read 
their mother’s novels, so they don’t understand Emma’s 
fascination with these works and her willingness to leave 
behind her boyfriend and her job. Yet, Emma believes her 
insight to Beatriz’s writing may help them find the author.

To complicate matters, once she arrives in Brazil, Emma 
is threatened by a loan shark who claims that Beatriz owes 
him a great deal of money and someone – be it Emma or 
Beatriz’s children – had better pay. At first, Raquel doesn’t 
believe the threat, but soon learns that her mother is deeply 
in debt due to her addiction to online gambling. A specific 
threat to her person leaves Raquel frightened. At the same 
time, Emma and Marcus find clues to where Beatriz might 
be hiding and form a plan to raise the money to pay off 
her debt. The plot then focuses not only on whether they 
can find Beatriz before the loan shark acts, but if Beatriz 
is willing to return to her family.

Novey’s novel is quirky and intriguing. The chapters 
are generally very short and sometimes consist merely of a 
definition of a word that offers insight into the characters’ 
relationships. There are also some interesting insights 
into the mind of a translator – about what it means to 
take someone else’s work and recreate it in a different 
language. For example, Emma ponders a problem with 
translation known as domestication: “A translator could 
justify moving around the objects in a sentence if it made 
it easier for her audience to grasp what was going on. She 
could even change an object into something familiar to the 
reader to avoid baffling him with something he wouldn’t 
understand. It often occurred with food – a fruit, for exam-
ple, that the reader wasn’t likely to recognize and therefore 
whose sweetness he could not imagine.” This leads Emma 
to worry about “the misplacement of truth,” a dilemma 
that also occurs in this absorbing work, where everyone’s 

emotions and desires are open to question.
While almost all of “Ways to Disappear” takes place 

in Brazil, only part of “Enchanted Islands” focuses on 
Frances’ life in the Galapagos Islands. When the novel 
opens, Frances is living in the same nursing home as her 
longtime best friend, Rosalie. When Rosalie is honored 
by Hadassah for her fund-raising work in World War II, 
Frances feels the need to write about her own heroics 
during the war – even though her story cannot be printed 
due to the official secrecy act. The story of the two wom-
en begins when they are young: Frances, the daughter of 
poor immigrants, wishes Rosalie’s cultured family were 
her own. Appearances are not what they seem, though, 
and the two teenagers run away to Chicago. Something 
occurs that causes a rupture in their relationship and the 
two don’t meet again until years later when they are both 
living in San Francisco. Rosalie is married with children; 
Frances works as a secretary, but is about to marry Ainslie 
Conway, a man 10 years her junior, as part of an operation 
for Naval Intelligence – one that will take her and Ainslie 
to the Galapagos Islands.

While Rosalie married a religious Jew, Frances didn’t 
continue to practice Judaism. She does feel guilty about 
it – at least during the first years. The High Holidays are 
the worst time: “On Yom Kippur one is supposed to ask 
for forgiveness, and I had a barnful of people I needed 
to seek absolution from.” A few years later, she writes 
to some of them, noting that even though she had good 
reasons for her behavior, she still wronged family and 
friends. As time passes, Frances neglects to mention 
religion for other reasons: “One was never sure in those 
days (nor in these) what people thought about Jews. There 
was growing anti-Semitism in Europe, which either riled 
up people’s sense of unfairness or their agreement that 
Jews needed to be restricted. It was ever thus, and prob-
ably will always be.” The fact that Frances is Jewish is 
just one possible secret that could affect her mission; the 
other is a secret of Ainslie’s that readers may discover 
long before Frances does.

“Enchanted Islands” is ultimately a love story, although 
it focuses on several different types of relationships. The 
novel also speaks about the compromises each character 
– Frances, Rosalie and Ainslie – makes and what these 
concessions mean to their lives. This loving portrait of 
a determined woman – one willing to work for what she 
wants, even if it’s not what society wishes for her – offers 
a very different type of adventure tale.

Yad Vashem online exhibition 
Yad Vashem is sponsoring the online ex-

hibition, “Last Letters From the Holocaust: 
1941,” featuring personal letters housed in the 
Yad Vashem Archives. The first of its kind in a 

series of online exhibitions featuring last letters, it presents 
nine letters written by children and adults in 1941 and 
sent to their loved ones during the Holocaust. They were 
composed in the ghettos and camps, while fleeing, in hiding 
and while wandering from place to place. They reveal the 
inner world and fate of individual Jews in the Holocaust; 
for many recipients, they were also the last greetings and 
messages from their loved ones. The letters presented in 
the exhibit were sent from Poland, Latvia, France, Austria, 
Ukraine, Yugoslavia and Romania. 

For more information about Yad Vashem, visit www.
yadvashem.org/. To see this exhibit and other online 
exhibits, visit www.yadvashem.org/27th/exhibitions.asp.
Chagall exhibit in Florida

The exhibit “Marc Chagall, Flowers, and the French 
Riviera: The Color of Dreams” will be the first to show his 
nature-inspired artwork in the context of a garden setting. 
It will take place at the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
in Sarasota, FL, until July 31. The paintings will be ac-
companied by the artist’s personal effects, including vases 
from his private home, along with a collection of archival 
photographs that chronicle Chagall’s life. Included in the 
exhibit will be the masterwork painting “The Lovers” 
(1937) on loan from the Israel Museum, Jerusalem, along 
with two additional paintings, loaned from a private collec-
tor, that have not been publicly exhibited before. For more 
information,  visit www.selby.org or call 941-366-5731.
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with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/18/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 337 State Line Rd., 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Greensboro, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/19/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Fairlawn, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/19/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 

5. The character or purpose
 of the business of the LLC is
 any purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Garfield Avenue Endicott 
Properties, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles of 
Organization of the Company with the 
Secretary of State was May 24, 2017. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. 
Mead, 80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of MC DIP 
Funding, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/17/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Naby 
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/12/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 337 Stateline Rd., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Bee Bop 
Clubhouse, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the professional service 
limited liability company is: Koniuto 
Movement Physical Therapy, PLLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was May 23, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, 
NY 13901. The purpose of the 
business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of SLIC, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/17.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

L & M Realty Partners VII, LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 6/16/17. Cty: Broome. 
SSNY desig as agent upon whom 
process against may be served & 
shall mail process 2140 Second 
Ave., Merrick, NY 11566. General 
Purpose.
______________________

L & M Realty Partners V, LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 6/16/17. Cty: Broome. 
SSNY desig as agent upon whom 
process against may be served & 
shall mail process 2140 Second 
Ave., Merrick, NY 11566. General 
Purpose.

13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Wilmington, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
4/26/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is MJD Real
 Estate Holdings, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is May 26,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail 
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him
 or her is: 2134 E. Hamton Road,
 Binghamton, NY 13903.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: I See The Lake, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was May 16, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company, to 
Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: 
Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 R J Sigler Construction LLC.

2. The date of filing of the
 Articles of Organization with
 the Secretary of State is
 May 19, 2017. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of the
 State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the
 LLC upon whom process
 against it may be served. 
 The post office address to
 which the Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC
 served upon him or her is: PO
 Box 1315, Binghamton, New
 York 13902.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
Airline cannot ask women to move seats for haredi 
Orthodox men, Israeli judge rules

El Al Airlines cannot ask women to move seats to accommodate a man who does not 
want to sit next to a woman, a Jerusalem court found in response to a lawsuit filed by a 
Holocaust survivor in her 80s. In a decision handed down on June 21, Jerusalem Magistrate 
Court Judge Dana Cohen-Lekah said the airline’s policy of asking a woman to give up her 
seat at the request of a haredi Orthodox man is “a direct transgression of the law prevent-
ing discrimination.” Women who are asked to move their seats are not required to do so. 
Renee Rabinowitz, 83, a retired lawyer who made aliyah more than a decade ago and had 
been visiting family in the United States, agreed to switch her seat in business class on a 
December 2015 flight from Newark, NJ, to Israel. A flight attendant offered Rabinowitz a 
“better seat” closer to first class. The flight attendant “treated me as if I was stupid,” she told 
The New York Times at the time the lawsuit was filed. The airline had offered Rabinowitz a 
$200 discount on her next El Al flight and told her she was under no obligation to make the 
switch. The judge awarded Rabinowitz 6,500 shekels, or about $1,800, in compensation. 
Her lawyer originally asked for 50,000 shekels, or about $14,000. Cohen-Lekah also ruled 
that the airline must declare that it is forbidden for a crew member to ask a passenger to 
change seats at the request of another passenger based on gender. El Al agreed to tell its 
cabin staff in writing about the prohibition within 45 days, and to provide training on how 
to deal with such situations within six months, according to The New York Times. El Al 
had denied it discriminated against women, noting its policies on changing seats applied 
equally to men, The New York Times reported. Also, the airline said the principle of taking 
religious sensibilities into consideration has been defended and recognized in Israeli courts. 
Rabinowitz was represented by the Israel Religious Action Center, or IRAC, the public 
and legal advocacy arm of the Reform movement in Israel, which had been looking for a 
test case in which the flight attendant was actively involved in the request to switch seats. 
Anat Hoffman, the executive director of IRAC, said in a statement that Rabinowitz set 
out to fight El Al “because she wanted to prevent humiliation and discrimination of other 
women on flights. ...Just like Gal Gadot, Rabinowitz is a beautiful Israeli who has proven 
that she has superpowers,” Hoffman said. Haredi men who say they are forbidden from 
sitting next to a woman have caused airlines to delay flights.

Ku Klux Klan still a threat in America, ADL says
The Ku Klux Klan still “poses a threat to society,” though it is relatively unstable and 

unorganized, according to the Anti-Defamation League. The findings of an ADL report 
released the week of June 22 found that 42 KKK groups are active in 33 states, with 
an estimate of some 3,000 members. More than half the groups were either formed or 
restarted in the past three years. Most of the groups are concentrated in the South and 
the East, with a slight increase since early 2016. The report showed that some groups 
not only are still involved in criminal activity and violence, but have formed alliances 
with other white supremacist groups in hopes of restoring their continuity. But their 
main activity is the “distribution of racist, antisemitic, homophobic and Islamophobic 
fliers,” the report said. 

Featuring the largest kosher selection of fresh meat, poultry,  
dairy, frozen & grocery in the Binghamton area.

Prices effective Sunday, July 2 thru Saturday, July 29, 2017.
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Exclusively at the Binghamton Store
Foundry Plaza • 10 Glenwood Avenue • 770-7151

Grocery b     Including a large selection of Kosher Dairy & Frozen items.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
10 oz.•Italian or California 

Style•Where Available

Dr. Praeger’s 
Veggie Burgers

2/$6

9.5 oz.
Where Available

Jane’s Krazy 
Mixed-Up Salt

2/$5

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fish b     Including a selection of Salmon Fillets & Steaks.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Meat b     Including a selection of Glatt Kosher Fresh and Frozen Beef, Chicken & Turkey.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––
––

––
––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––

––
––

––

25-33 oz. 
Where Available

Bubbies Pickles 
or Sauerkraut

699

––
––

––
––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––

––
––

––
––

––
––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––
––

––
––

8 oz. Pkg.

Empire Kosher 
Turkey Bacon

399

11 oz.•Frozen

Meal Mart 
Beef Patties

479

Plus Deposit Where Required 
Select Varieties•Where Available

Zevia Natural 
Soda 6 Pack

399

b

b

b

22 oz.•Chicago Style 
Where Available

47th Street 
Deep Dish Pizza

899

16 oz. 
Assorted Varieties

Tofutti Frozen 
Dessert Pint

299

Empire Kosher 
Fresh Chicken 
Leg Quarters

269
12 oz.

Meal Mart 
Breaded Chicken 

Nuggets or Tenders

499

lb.

9 oz.

Gold’s
Cocktail Sauce

2/$5

8 oz. Acme Smoked 
Salmon $12.99 or

Acme Smoked 
Salmon 4 oz.

699
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(NAPSI) – Parents don’t hesitate to talk to 
their teenagers about driving safely, but no 
one is talking to seniors.

Many older people rely on driving for the 
independence and freedom to go where they 
want, when they want. The idea of giving up 
driving often sparks feelings of anger, anxiety 
and loneliness. Though many drivers can 
continue to drive safely as they get older, 
physical and cognitive changes may put older 
adults in jeopardy on the road.

Developing an objective process to 
assess a loved one’s driving abilities, communicate con-

Build a road map to help seniors stop or 
reduce driving

cerns, and plan ways to transition driving 
practices can help take the emotion out of 
the situation.

To help families start the dialogue, occu-
pational therapist and senior driving expert 
Elin Schold Davis offers five suggestions.

1. Do all you can to keep a safe driver safer. 
For example, explore the CarFit program, an 
educational program created by the American 
Society on Aging and developed with the 
American Automobile Association, AARP 
and the American Occupational Therapy 

See “Seniors” on page 8

Hurricane season runs from June through November.
Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez said he 

sees Water-Gen’s potential to help the state. “I congratulate 
Mayor Gilbert and the City of Miami Gardens for its leader-
ship in allowing for the demonstration of water generation 
technology that could be a game-changer,” he said June 19.

Water-Gen’s ambitions extend beyond Florida and 
the United States. Earlier this year, the company signed 
deals, together worth $150 million, to produce drinking 
water in India and Vietnam, two countries that have long 
faced shortages. About 1.2 billion people, nearly one-fifth 
of the world’s population, live in areas of water scarcity, 
according to the United Nations Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs.

Owned by Russian-Israeli entrepreneur and billionaire 

Michael Mirilashvili, the vice president of the World 
Jewish Congress, Water-Gen has Jewish friends in high 
places. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu mentioned it 
in an interview last December with CBS’s “60 Minutes” 
about Israel’s high-tech prowess. In March, Harvard Law 
professor Alan Dershowitz demonstrated the technology 
on stage at the American Israel Public Affairs Committee’s 
annual policy conference in Washington, DC.

He touted the technology as a way to counter world-
wide water scarcity and the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement against Israel. “There is no weapon 
more powerful in the fight against BDS than for Israel to 
develop technologies that the world cannot live without,” 
he told the crowd. “You cannot boycott products that you 
can’t live without.”

Water Continued from page 1

By Andrew Silow-Carroll
NEW YORK (JTA) – One of the wisest things ever 

said about intermarriage came from former Atlantic sports 
columnist Jake Simpson: “No stat could have predicted... 
the wonder that was David Tyree’s helmet catch in Super 
Bowl XLII.”

Granted, Simpson wasn’t writing about the high rates 
of Jews marrying non-Jews. He was complaining that the 
growing emphasis on statistical analysis in sports – sa-
bermetrics – was undermining the human element of the 
game. A statistician will tell you who is likely to catch 
a touchdown pass. But only ecstatic Giants fans (and 
heartbroken Patriots fans) could appreciate the glories of 
Tyree’s improbable reception.

Another sportswriter, Joe Posnanski, described it as 
“the human record versus the human heart.”

It’s not a stretch to recognize a similar argument among 
those who care about Jewish “continuity” and what it 
means to live a meaningful Jewish life. On one side, the 
think tanks and sociologists are churning out statistics 
(Hebrewmetrics?) suggesting the dire toll intermarriage is 
taking on the strength and vitality of Jewish life.

On the other side, rabbis and others in the grassroots are 
demanding that Jewish leaders take into account the deeply 
personal stories of individual Jews and those who love 
them, lest they feed the alienation from Jewish institutions 
that the numbers crunchers complain about.

According to a new analysis by the Jewish People 
Policy Institute, or JPPI, analyzing stats on “non-haredi” 

New study says “Jewish spouses matter”
ANALYSIS

American Jews aged 25 to 54, “just 21 percent are married 
to Jews, while well over twice as many [50 percent] are 
non-married and 29 percent are intermarried.” Only 15 
percent of this cohort are in Jewish-Jewish marriages with 
Jewish children at home.

The implication, once you exclude the haredi Orthodox 
– as well as the modern Orthodox, who often marry before 
age 25 – is that the non-Orthodox Jewish population is in 
a steep demographic decline, perhaps perilously so.

As authors Steven M. Cohen and Sylvia Barack Fishman 
point out in an essay for JTA, this decline is not only a 
function of intermarriage. It’s also the result of late mar-
riage, no marriage and low birth rates.

Yet the Jewish engagement gap between the inmarried 
and the intermarried is “truly enormous,” according to 
JPPI. The inmarried are more likely to feel that being 
Jewish is very important, to have Jewish friends, to belong 
to a synagogue and to raising their children “in the Jewish 
religion.” By contrast, “non-Jewish spouses and children in 
the home each seem to diminish the likelihood of Jewish 
engagement.”

These kinds of analyses alarm Jewish institutions; they 
seek answers in institutional ways. Should more money 
be invested in a highly engaged “core,” or spread among 
outreach to the “periphery”? Does the smart money go 

to the hip startups that are trying to attract less-engaged 
Jews, or to the legacy institutions that still have large (if 
shrinking) membership bases?

Just days after the JPPI study came out on June 5, 
there was a much different kind of reaction to the in-
termarriage “challenge” coming from rabbis of at least 
three distinct stripes.

Clergy at B’nai Jeshurun, a big and influential synagogue 
on New York’s Upper West side, announced that they would 
begin officiating at the weddings of interfaith couples 
who commit to creating Jewish homes and raising Jewish 
children. Downtown, Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie, who runs 
the innovative Lab/Shul, said he, too, would officiate at 
intermarriages despite his training in the Conservative 
movement, which bans its rabbis from doing so.

And in an essay for The New York Jewish Week, Rabbi 
Avram Mlotek, who was ordained at the liberal Orthodox 
Chovevei Torah yeshiva, suggested that “it’s time we 
revisit our tribalistic approach toward intermarriage and 
our highly divisive conversion practices.” Mlotek was coy 
about what that would mean in practice, although he did 
suggest that the Orthodox and Conservative movements 
should take a cue from the Reform’s “welcoming posture 
towards families with non-Jewish partners.”

B’nai Jeshurun is not affiliated with a movement and its 
decision is internal; Lau-Lavie and Mlotek will have to deal 
with the consequences within their affiliated institutions. 
(Chovevei Torah already issued a statement reiterating 
that it forbids its rabbis from performing intermarriages.)

The denominational and halachic issues are intriguing 
for insiders, although the casual reader might be more taken 
with the personal stories each of the rabbis tells. In a nearly 
60-page explanation of his decision, Lau-Lavie wrote of the 
interfaith marriages he performed before his ordination as a 
Conservative rabbi, as well as the requests he continues to 
receive from “Jews and people of other heritages or faiths 
seeking a Jewish wedding, life, and community.

“Each story was unique,” he wrote. “I couldn’t bear 
saying no. The firsthand encounter with the pain of rejec-
tion and its consequences to the couple, to me, and to our 
community convinced me of the need for an urgent solu-
tion. It has become not just a practical issue but also one 
of deeply personal, ethical, and theological dimensions.”

Mlotek wrote of the young Jewish woman he met as a 
staffer on Honeymoon Israel, which takes couples with at 
least one Jewish partner on heritage trips to Israel. “Rachel” 
See “Study” on page 8

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE
A community service message from

Binghamton Police
Benevolent Association

Have A Safe Summer ~ Don’t Drink & Drive

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336
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(NewsUSA) – When you hand car keys to your teenager 
for the first time, your heart races as you think of what could 
happen. The fact is that car accidents are the number-one 
cause of death among teens in the U.S., so it’s important to 
communicate the gravity of this newfound responsibility.

That’s why Trico Products has made a commitment to 
make teen driving safer and encourage parents to have a 
serious, sit-down conversation with their children before 
allowing them to get behind the wheel.

To help make that conversation a little easier, Trico offers 
these helpful talking points:.
� Seatbelt – Teens buckle up far less frequently than adults, 
so be sure to reiterate that fastening your seatbelt should be 

The talk just got a little easier
the very first thing you do before keys are even in the ignition.
� Texting – Cell phones, the radio and other passengers are 
all major distractions. Every second a teen takes their eyes 
of the road could be an opportunity for a terrible accident. 
Cite examples of recent car accidents from texting while 
driving to further establish this danger.
� Drinking and driving – It’s important to stress that no one 
under the age of 21 should be drinking. But, let them know 
to make the right decision and have a designated driver or 
call for a ride home.
� Defensive driving – Teens need to be hyper-sensitive to 
all surroundings, since their brain is not fully developed. 
They must not only be aware of how they’re driving but 

how others drive too so collisions are avoided.
� Penalties – Talk about the fines associated with tickets, 
and let them know they will be responsible for any monetary 
repercussions and attending traffic court.
� Roadside emergencies and maintenance – Go over what 
to do and whom to call in an emergency. Make certain they 
have roadside assistance and insurance information readily 
available. Also, teach them about basic maintenance to ensure 
they schedule regular oil changes, tire rotations and inspections 
and always check that they’ve changed the wiper blades.

 Having that first conversation is only the start, so go 
over these points with your teens regularly to make sure 
they make good decisions. 

By JTA Staff
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (JTA) – A cache of 75 

original Nazi objects discovered in June by the Argentine 
Federal Police has been evaluated as “unprecedented” and 
“the biggest” discovery of its type. The objects, discovered 
in a hidden room of a house in the northern part of the city, 
included equipment used for Nazi medical experiments 
during the Holocaust. They were analyzed a week ago 
at Interpol headquarters in Lyon, France, Federal Police 
Commissioner Marcelo El Haibe told JTA on Monday.

The police found a bust relief of Adolf Hitler, medical 
devices marked with swastikas used to measure head and 
body size, Nazi puzzles for children and knives, among other 
objects. Among the objects discovered was a magnifying 
glass attached to a photo of Hitler using the magnifying glass.

“We checked some marks and characteristics, and it 
is the same object that Hitler holds in his hands in the 
photo,” El Haibe, a member of Interpol who accompanied 
the pieces to Lyon, told JTA. “Interpol colleagues from 
Germany, Israel and United States were surprised by the 
globally unprecedented discovery. No one has a record of 
this magnitude a discovery of original Nazis objects, and 
we have started a collaborative process to search the route 
of the objects to Argentina.”

According to El Haibe, who also serves as the chief 
of the Protection of Cultural Heritage department of the 
federal police, only a very high level of Nazi officer had 
access to this quality and quantity of objects, and apparently 
tried to save the objects when the Nazi regime was failing.

On June 19, the Argentine Jewish political umbrella 
DAIA displayed some of the objects at its headquarters 
in the AMIA Jewish center here. The AMIA building was 
destroyed in a 1994 terrorist bombing and rebuilt in 1999.

DAIA President Ariel Cohen Sabban praised the police 
for their work in making the discovery. “From this building, 
we spoke several times about the lack of security in this 
country, but today it’s time to recognize the good work 
done by the police and the Security Ministry,” he said. 

A trove of Nazi-era objects in Argentina 

Some of the Nazi-era objects discovered by Argentine police. 
(Photo by Leonardo Kremenchuzky/DAIA)

“These objects are an irrefutable testimony to the Nazi 
horror and that Argentina was a refuge” for the Nazis.

Before receiving an award from DAIA, Security 
Minister Patricia Bullrich spoke to over 200 attendees 
crowded in a small room where a sample of the objects 
were on display. She said her ministry has asked the judge 
in charge of investigating the discovery that all of the 
objects be donated to the Holocaust Museum of Buenos 
Aires, “so that all Argentinians and also visitors who 
come to Buenos Aires can see this shocking collection.”

Among the attendees were Germany Embassy offi-
cials, judges, intellectuals and businessmen, as well as 
the Jewish philanthropists Eduardo Elsztain and Marcelo 
Mindlin, who was named recently the president of the 
Holocaust Museum of Buenos Aires. “This collection is 
a great responsibility; we will prepare our site to receive 
this contribution,” Mindlin told JTA. “There will be a lot 
of fanatics that will want to enter, there will be people 
trying to steal objects,” he added, noting that “huge 
security issues” must be worked out.

In June 2016, a collector from Argentina paid $680,000 

for a pair of Nazi-owned underpants and other memora-
bilia. “It’s impossible that one collector would have this 
invaluable amount of original Nazi objects,” DAIA vice 
president Alberto Indij told JTA. “These [objects] likely 
belonged directly to Hitler or Joseph Mengele. Someone 
escaped with all this objects. There isn’t a person that 
bought all this. No, these were Nazi officers trying to hide 
and save these objects.”

The magnifying glass and accompanying photo of Hit-
ler were not put on  public display, but Indij saw them at 
Interpol headquarters and confirmed their existence to JTA.

Mengele, a doctor who performed experiments on Jew-
ish prisoners, lived in Argentina for a decade after the war 
in the same area of Buenos Aires where the Nazi medical 
tools were discovered. El Haibe said there could be some 
link between Mengele and the recently discovered tools. 
“There are strong coincidences of tools, practices, loca-
tions; we are investigating this hypothesis right now,” he 
said. “But for sure this did not belong to a low-level Nazi 
follower. This belongs to a very high-level Nazi official 
who brought them to Argentina.”

Argentina was a refuge for Nazis like Mengele af-
ter World War II. Adolf Eichmann was captured in the 
northern area of Buenos Aires in 1960, and another war 
criminal, Erich Priebke, also lived there. A video about 
the Interpol evaluation, dubbed Operation Near East since 
many objects of Asian historical significance also were 
discovered during the raids, was released June 19 by the 
Argentine Federal Police.

The objects were found June 9 following a nine-month 
police investigation. They are in the custody of the justice 
who is tasked with investigating the find, who has put a gag 
order on most aspects of the case. One suspect identified 
by the police is not in Argentina. There are Argentine and 
non-Argentine suspects being investigated, but no further 
details have been provided. Argentina has had an anti-dis-
crimination law on the books since 1988 that covers the 
possession and sale of such objects.
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Association, available at www.car-fit.org. 
CarFit is designed to help older drivers find 
out how well their personal vehicles suit 
them and highlight actions they can take 
to improve.

2. Get the facts. Any decisions about 
driving cessation should be based on data. 
Seniors deserve to have more than just 
opinions influencing whether or not they 
can continue to drive. Get the facts with 
evaluations from medical professionals, 
such as a physical or vision exam. En-
courage your loved one to take a driving 
self-assessment.

3. Listen and communicate. Listen to your 
loved one’s concerns to help understand 
and develop a plan with which he or she 
feels comfortable.

4. Create a plan with plenty of alternatives. 

When you get to the root of an aging adult’s 
concerns, it’s easier to create a plan that meets 
his or her needs. For example, if isolation is 
a concern, look into public transportation or 
consider friends or family members who are 
willing to drive.

5. Explore new technologies. Assistive 
technologies, such as emergency response 
systems, smart headlights and blind spot 
warning systems, can help keep older drivers 
safer on the road.

A new survey by Home Instead Inc. 
found that 95 percent of surveyed seniors 
have not talked to their loved ones about 
driving. To see “Let’s Talk about Driving” 
resources, including the free “Safe Driving 
Planner,” which lets families help seniors 
assess their driving habits, visit www.
LetsTalkAboutDriving.com.

Seniors Continued from page 6

including the American Jewish Committee, the Women 
of the Wall prayer group, the Israel Democracy Institute 
think tank and the Jewish Agency, whose chairman, Natan 
Sharansky, was one of the architects of the 2016 agreement.

“After four years of intense negotiations, we reached 
a solution that was accepted by all major denominations 
and was then adopted by the government and embraced 
by the world’s Jewish communities,” Sharansky said 
in a statement. “Today’s decision signifies a retreat 
from that agreement and will make our work to bring 
Israel and the Jewish world closer together increasingly 
more difficult.”

Non-Orthodox leaders also decried the Israeli gov-
ernment’s advancing a bill to centralize authority for 
Jewish conversions under the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, 
a haredi Orthodox body. Silverman compared the bill 
to a 2010 bill on conversions in Israel, which American 
Jewish groups also opposed because they argued it would 
delegitimize non-Orthodox conversions. “The conversion 
bill that was approved by the ministerial committee and 
Knesset is one that definitively changes the status quo 

in conversions,” Silverman said. “This is something 
that almost every 10 years comes up, and would have 
a dramatic effect on who is a Jew, which obviously has 
a significant impact.

Wall Contined from page 3

told Mlotek that her parents cut her off after she became 
engaged to an Arab man. “My guilt is tremendous and I 
understand my parents’ disappointment,” she explained 
through tears. “Still, is there any way there might still be a 
space for me within Judaism? I feel as if God has brought 
my partner and me together.” 

Mlotek wrote: “A posture of radical hospitality and love 
will be the only way to ensure Jews remain Jewish and 
Jewish remains worthwhile.”

For the B’nai Jeshurun rabbis, the personal is theo-
logical, to borrow a phrase. Their decision came with the 
launch of what they are calling the Jewish Home Project, 
which will feature support programs, “resources for daily 
Jewish living, a more robust conversion program and 
rich Jewish education courses.” If rabbis a generation 
ago performed intermarriages to smooth the feelings of 
the Jewish partner’s parents, now they want to embrace 
the couple and do all they can to make them a part of the 
Jewish community.

Critics of the “stat heads,” as a baseball fan might put 
it, say that, unlike folks on the ground, they don’t see the 
people behind the numbers. These critics say the major 
studies and their authors treat the intermarried as a statistical 
burden rather than living and breathing individuals making 
sometimes hard, sometimes welcome choices. That inter-
faith couples feel judged by the “tribalistic” mainstream, 
and that Jewish institutions should accept people as they 
are, not as they wish them to be. Besides, critics say, the 
statisticians are working against forces they can’t resist 
and longing for a past that cannot be recaptured.

Meanwhile, the sociologists and pollsters insist that they 
are deeply concerned about Jewish individuals, not just 
faceless Jewish “communities.” They study Jewish belong-
ing not because they are scolds, but because they believe 

Study Contined from page 6

that a vibrant Jewish community – with strong institutions, 
crowded events, knowledgeable members, and complex 
friendship and family ties – creates a deeply meaningful 
life. That the Jewish thing is not worth preserving for its 
own sake, but because of the difference it has made in the 
lives of individuals and the world.

And their research, as opposed to their gut, leads them 
to recommendations – and yes, judgments at a time when 
judging is out of favor.

The authors of the JPPI study take aim at their critics when 

they conclude, “Many regard all Jewish journeys and family 
configurations not only as equally valid, but as equally valu-
able for Jewish engagement and continuity. In contrast with 
such avowedly non-discriminatory and non-discriminating 
thinking, our study demonstrates that Jewish spouses matter, 
Jewish children matter, and, more generally, the configuration 
of Jewish families matters a great deal for current Jewish 
engagement and future Jewish continuity.”

The battle line has been drawn, and it runs right be-
tween the human record and the human heart.

The Western Wall in the Old City of Jerusalem on a rainy 
day. (Photo by Ahmad Gharabli/AFP/Getty Images)
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          hen alcohol is the driver, nobody's safe! It doesn't take 
a large amount to do a lot of damage. Even one drink can 
cloud judgment and slow reflexes enough to hamper fast 
thinking and total control at the wheel. At holidays when 
many people celebrate "to the limit", steer clear of disaster. 
If you take a drink, don't take the driver's seat...and make 
it a safe and happy holiday weekend!
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 news from around israel 
From JNS.orgJNS briefs June 22, 2017

Israel: Hezbollah operating on Lebanon 
border as fake environmental group

The IDF has accused the Hezbollah terror group of 
operating several outposts along the Israel-Lebanon bor-
der to spy on the Jewish state under the guise of a fake 
environmental organization known as “Green Without 
Borders.” A video released by the IDF shows the outposts 
allegedly erected by the fake environmental group. IDF 
intelligence chief Maj. Gen. Hertzl Halevi, speaking at 
the Herzliya Conference, said Hezbollah “is using an 
environmental organization as a cover for activities along 
the border with Israel.” Halevi added that Hezbollah “bla-
tantly violates U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701. 
We call on UNIFIL to undertake its responsibilities – not 
only in keeping the peace, but in removing the possibility 
of war.” Resolution 1701 calls for “the disarmament of 
all armed groups in Lebanon, so that… there will be no 
weapons or authority in Lebanon other than that of the 
Lebanese state.” Israeli Ambassador to the U.N. Danny 
Danon wrote a letter to the president of the U.N. Security 
Council stating that Hezbollah’s actions violate Security 
Council Resolutions 1701 and 1559. “Over the past few 
months, Hezbollah established observation posts near the 
Blue Line,” Danon said, referring to the Israeli-Lebanese 
border line demarcated by the U.N. in 2000. Danon noted 
how the observation posts were disguised as belonging to 
the fake environmental group. He called on the Security 
Council to “demand that the government of Lebanon dis-
mantle these observation posts immediately, and prevent 
any future activity of Hezbollah and its affiliates in southern 
Lebanon, particularly near the Blue Line.”
Israel continues to lead in global 
innovation, U.N. index finds

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israel continues 
to cement its status as a leader of global innovation, the 
United Nations’s Global Innovation Index for 2017 has 
found. For the seventh consecutive year, Israel topped 
the innovation index’s category for northern Africa and 
western Asia category. The Jewish state ranked 17th 
overall in the report’s group of high-income countries, 
improving its standing by four places from 2016. “Israel 
has shown improvement in gross expenditure on R&D and 
ICT (information and communication technology) exports, 
while keeping its top spots worldwide in research, venture 
capital deals, GERD (gross domestic expenditure on R&D) 
performed by business, and research talent in business 
enterprise,” the report said. The Global Innovation Index 
surveys 130 economies, gauging standards from patent 
filings to education spending, aiming to provide policy 
makers with a comprehensive view of innovative activity 
that increasingly drives economic and social growth. The 
index’s 10th edition, titled “Innovation Feeding the World,” 
was released on June 21. The findings – co-authored by 
the U.N.’s World Intellectual Property Organization, 
Cornell University and the European Institute of Business 
Administration – noted a continued gap in innovative 
capacity between developed and developing nations, as 
well as “lackluster growth rates” for R&D activities on 
the government and corporate levels.
Israelis mark Yoga Day and 25 years of 
diplomatic relations with India

Hundreds of Israelis marked a pair of occasions, the 3rd 
International Yoga Day and the 25th anniversary of Israel-India 
diplomatic relations, on June 21 in Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square. 
This year’s Yoga Day festivities represented the largest-ever 
yoga event held in Israel and occurred as mass yoga sessions 
convened across the world in India, China, Colombia, the U.S., 
Mexico, Paraguay, Italy, Singapore and atop Peru’s Machu 
Picchu. At the Tel Aviv event, some 1,500 “brightly colored” 
yoga mats created a massive artwork depicting a 100-year-
old state of Israel in the year 2048. The artwork, conceived 
by Sharonna Karni Cohen, was designed by illustrator Amit 
Trainin and is based upon visions of a future Israel submitted 
by 500 people. “Yoga is an invaluable gift of our ancient 
tradition,” said Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
in July will become his country’s first head of state to visit 
Israel. “Yoga embodies unity of mind and body, thought and 
action, restraint and fulfillment, harmony between man and 
nature, a holistic approach to health and well-being. It is not 
about exercise, but to discover the sense of oneness with 
yourself, the world and the nature.”
Amazon buys rights to Israeli TV series, 
will stream it gobally

Amazon Studios has purchased the global rights for 
the Israeli comedic TV series “Lehiyot Ita” (“Being with 
Her”), which goes by the name “Beauty and the Baker” in 
English. Amazon purchased the rights for the series from 
Keshet International for an undisclosed sum. Created by 
Israeli TV personality Assi Azar, the show details the life 
of a Yemenite-Israeli family that owns a bakery in the Is-
raeli city of Bat Yam. The series is currently broadcasting 
its second season in Israel, but will soon be streamed by 
Amazon in more than 200 global locations in its original 

format, with subtitles for each region’s language. Amazon 
is not the first company to offer the Israeli series to an in-
ternational audience. Last year, the U.K.’s Channel 4 aired 
the show’s first season, and a version of the series adapted 
for a Dutch audience aired in the Netherlands.
New Ethiopian immigrants arrive in 
Israel

Sixty new Jewish immigrants from Ethiopia arrived at 
Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport the week of June 22. They were 
greeted by jubilant family members and supporters, who 
danced and waved Israeli flags. The latest Ethiopian aliyah 
follows a group of 72 Ethiopian immigrants who arrived 
in Israel on June 6, in a collaboration between the Jewish 
Agency for Israel and the International Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem. Additional immigrant flights from Ethiopia are 
expected to arrive this summer as part of the Israeli govern-
ment’s Ethiopian aliyah program, which was reactivated in 
October 2016. ICEJ, a Christian Zionist global ministry, has 

worked to raise funds for the first year of the reintroduced 
program, which will bring 1,400 new immigrants to the 
Jewish state. Some 9,000 Jews still reside in Ethiopia and 
are awaiting Israeli government approval to make aliyah.
Foreign reps meet in Israel to prepare 
for massive air force exercise

Representatives from several foreign air forces convened 
the week of June 22 at the Ovda Air Base in southern Israel 
to prepare for the biennial “Blue Flag” exercise, which is set 
for November. The two-week combat rehearsal will be the 
largest and most complex air exercise conducted in Israel’s 
history. Some 100 fighter pilots and support crews from seven 
countries – the U.S., Greece, Poland, France, Germany, India 
and Italy – will participate in the drill. This year’s involvement 
of France, Germany, India and Italy marks the most significant 
change to the Blue Flag program since its inception in 2013. 
For the first time, Germany will send multiple aircraft, pilots 
and senior military officials to participate.
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Congregational Notes

RABBI SCOTT L. GLASS, TEMPLE BETH-EL OF ITHACA

Weekly Parasha
Chukkat, Numbers 19:1-22:1

Friday, June 30, light candles ............................. 8:25 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 1 ............................ 9:25 pm
Friday, July 7, light candles ................................ 8:23 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 8 ............................ 9:23 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour after 
candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual 
basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi 
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the 
website.

I read somewhere that Mark Twain said, “Man is a 
creature made at the end of the week’s work when God 
was tired.” Of course, this is a reflection on the poor nature 
of human character, but I wonder if it isn’t also an indirect 
indictment of God’s poor judgment. Perhaps you will 
consider that possibility to be a sacrilege, but it’s worth 
thinking about in view of the scriptural readings these 
past few weeks. Re-reading this week’s portion, Chukkat, 
there is a text that always jumps out at me, demanding to 
be interpreted. For those of you familiar with the reading, 
you may be relieved to discover that I am not speaking of 
the chapter dealing with the red heifer. While the descrip-
tion of the red heifer is mysterious, the text about Moses 
striking the rock is of far greater consequence and much 
more disturbing. Reading it again, I’ve come to see it as 
a cautionary tale, but also as a text that demands much 
greater understanding on our part. The text to which I refer 
is Numbers 20, verses 1-13.

What happened here? There’s no water. The people 
complain yet again. Moses and Aaron pray, and God tells 
them to go out, with staff in hand, gather the people and 

A momentary flash of anger
speak to the rock in order to bring forth water for the peo-
ple and the flocks. Moses and Aaron go out to the people 
who, we should remember, are the same people who have 
repeatedly hounded them from the shore of the Red Sea, 
to the point when they no longer appreciate the manna 
and challenge the leaders’ authority. After haranguing and 
tirades – “Why did you ever take us out of Egypt? The food 
was so good, there was plenty of water, we weren’t on the 
verge of death,” and so on and so forth – each time, Moses 
would consult with the Almighty, often calming God’s 
anger at the people, and a solution would be forthcoming. 
Usually, but not always, a punishment was involved. And 
one can only attribute this to God’s anger, mostly because 
the Torah tells us just that.

So, here we have another case of the Israelites lodging 
a complaint and this time there is no indication of God’s 
impatience with the rebels. The Almighty outlines what 
the leaders should do, but Moses takes matters into his 
own hands and, in what seems to be a momentary flash of 
anger, he berates the people as rebels and strikes the rock 
twice with his staff (what else would he have needed it 

for?) and water comes forth. But God is angry at Moses 
and Aaron. They didn’t do what they were supposed to and 
somehow, by striking the rock, they demonstrated a lack of 
faith and failed to sanctify God in the eyes of the people. 
And for that these usually devoted, patient, concerned 
leaders will be denied the privilege of leading the people 
into the Promised Land.

For a moment, let us set aside our outrage or, at the very 
least, our puzzlement. I would like to go back for a moment 
and look once more at the text. Something happened here 
that the sages of old tangentially connect to this whole 
incident. Please notice, Miriam dies in the first verse and 
the rabbis say that the drought was a result of her death 
because God provided Israel with water only because of 
Miriam’s righteous devotion. The result of the drought is 
the lodging of the complaint and Moses’ response. One 
might rightly ask, what is it about this situation that differs 
from all others? Why does Moses respond as he does? Is 
it only as a result of his exasperation from the whining, 
carping, crying Children of Israel? Certainly, a person can 
See “Anger” on page 12

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, June 30 ..............................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, July 1 ...................................................9 am
 ............................................. Mincha/Maariv 8:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., July 2 ....................................................8:30 am
Mon., July 3 ........................................................7 am
Tues., July 4 ...................................................8:30 am
Wed.-Fri., July 5-7 ............................................. 7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., July 2-6 .....................................8:25 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud 
class every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, June 30, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat ser-
vices with Rabbi Rachel Esserman and Suzanne Holwitt.

On Saturday, July 1, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
On Friday, July 7, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat evening 

services led by Hollie Levine and Brendan Byrnes.

Temple Israel
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Rabbi: Rabbi Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, July 1, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Steve Gilbert, Howard Schwartz and 
Leonard Feld. The Torah portion will be Numbers 19:1-
22:1. The haftarah will be Judges 11:1-33. Bima guest 
will be Richard Schneierson.

On Tuesday, July 4, the Temple office will be closed 
for Independence Day.

On Friday, July 7, Rabbi Geoffrey Brown will begin 
as the temple’s full time rabbi.

On Friday, July 21, at 5 pm, there will be happy hour, 
Kabalat Shabbat and an event commemorating the open-
ing of the new building. The event will be sponsored by 
Steve and Barbara Gilbert

On Friday, July 28, at 6 pm, there will be Shabbat on the 
Road at Castle Gardens, 1715 Castle Gardens Rd., Vestal.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a 
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-a-half weeks or 
more before the date to provide enough time to send out an 
e-mail notice to the congregation encouraging attendance in 
order to make up a minyan. Temple Israel holds weekday 
minyan services on Tuesdays and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For 
those who prefer a different day to coincide with a Yahrzeit 
date, contact the temple to work on making arrangements. 
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streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
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Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays 
and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural, 
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York 
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY; 
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.
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Jewish Community Center
JCC annual meeting awardees recognized

The cast of “South Pacific” received volunteer awards. The cast of “The Diary of Anne Frank” received volunteer awards.

The Jewish Community Center has announced the 
recipients of various awards given out at the JCC’s 
Annual Meeting on June 15. 

Chai Award
Brenda VanAbs

Special Recognition
Sima Auerbach and Dr. Mark Walker

Harvey Singer Scholar Athlete Award
Sam Loew 

Harvey Singer Scholar Athlete Award
Brian Salomons 

Teen BBYO Award
Skylar Abraham

Teen BBYO Award
Ethan Eisenberg

Teen BBYO Award
Cassie Grossman 

Teen Service Award
Sophie Livsky

Teen Leadership Award
Sarah Schepis

Teen Advisors
Linda Salomons, and Jenny and Todd Landry

Lamed Award
Kim Levene

Special Awards
� “South Pacific cast” -- Jan and Shannon DeAngelo 
and cast
� “Anne Frank” cast

Marlene Swartz-Patrick awarded Early Childhood Center 
teacher Brenda VanAbs the Chai Award for 18 years of service.

Special recognition was given to the community Chanukah celebration latke fryers.

L-r: Sam Loew received the Harvey R. 
Singer Scholar Athlete Memorial award, 
presented by Dan Whalen.

L-r: Brian Salomons received the Harvey 
R. Singer Scholar Athlete Memorial award, 
for presented by Dan Whalen.

Graduating teenager Skylar Abraham received a BBYO 
award. L-r: Teen advisors Todd and Jenny Landry and 
Linda Salomons posed with Abraham.

Graduating teenager Ethan Eisenberg received a BBYO 
award. L-r: Eisenberg and teen advisor Todd Landry.

Graduating teenager Cassie Grossman received a BBYO 
award from the teen advisors. L-r: Todd Landry, Linda 
Salomons, Grossman and Jenny Landry.

Graduating teenager Sophie Livsky received a Jewish 
Community Center Teen Service Award from the BBYO 
teen advisors. L-r: Todd Landry, Linda Salomons, Livsky 
and Jenny Landry.

Graduating teenager Sarah Schepis received a Jewish 
Community Center Teen Leadership Award from the BBYO 
teen advisors. L-r: Jenny and Todd Landry, Schepis and 
Linda Salomons.

Teen Advisors Linda Salomons and Jenny and Todd Landry 
received awards thanking them for their service to the 
youth of the BBYO.

In front (l-r): Jewish Community Center President Carrie 
Wenban awarded Kim Levene the Lamed Award for 30 years 
of service as a trustee on the Board of Directors of the JCC.
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only be expected to take so much without breaking down, 
without losing his cool. I would like to suggest that there’s 
something else going on here.

If we read further along in the chapter, we find six or 
seven verses that deal with the death of Aaron. The last verse 
says, “And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was 
dead, they wept for Aaron thirty days, even all the house 
of Israel.” Compare this with the text when Miriam dies. 
“And the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, 
and was buried there.” And, in the next verse the people 
are already complaining.

Let us remember, Miriam was not merely a wilderness 
leader of the people, she was Moses’ sister: the sister who 
saved his life, who saw to his care as an infant and who 
stood by him in adulthood. Not a moment of mourning is 
recorded here. Not a single day given to Moses (or Aaron, 
for that matter) to mourn the death of a sister. What must 
it have felt like for them, at this moment of deep grief, not 
only to hear the complaining of the people, but to come to 
terms with the fact that this people, who they have herded 
through the wilderness, have so little compassion for them, 

Anger Continued from page 10
cares so little for their loss and only about their own prob-
lems? Who wouldn’t be angry, exasperated and annoyed? 
Who among us wouldn’t have taken that staff and hit that 
rock? Listen, he hit the rock. He didn’t hurt a person.

I have known, on countless occasions, that though I 
had every right and reason to be upset about one thing or 
another, it wasn’t seemly, pleasant or fair, for me to allow 
my anger or frustration to show. Haven’t you?

Most of the commentaries will indicate that Moses’ sin was 
not talking to the rock, as God had instructed. Some go further 
to point out that the problem was that Moses and Aaron made 
it seem as if they were the source of the miracle, for nowhere 
do they say anything like, “See, God brings forth water from 
this rock;” hence God’s complaint that they did not sanctify 
God in the eyes of the people. If those are Moses’ real sins, 
then the cause of those transgressions is rooted in the rage 
that rose up inside of him, not just at the complaints of the 
people, but at their insensitivity and complete lack of concern 
for him and for Aaron at the time of Miriam’s death. One can 
only imagine that Moses must have been thinking, “Here my 
sister has died, and one could say she was the person ultimately 

responsible for the Exodus, and these people don’t even take 
a moment to acknowledge what she meant to them, let alone 
what she meant to her family.”

So how to read this text? Can it be saying that a leader 
should not allow his personal life to interfere with his 
public responsibilities? Is it meant to say that leaders are 
expected always to be exemplary and never publicly vent 
their anger? Does it mean to tell us that one must always 
follow instructions? Probably, the answer is “yes” on all 
counts. And these wouldn’t be bad things for all of us to 
draw from the text.

As to the punishment meted out to Moses and Aaron, 
this is one of those cases when one can answer one of 
two ways. The standard response is that God’s ways are 
unfathomable to humankind. Or one can hold with the 
Torah literally and see this as a reflection of a vengeful 
God who, at least biblically, has a very human side and, as 
Mark Twain indicates, has less than perfect days. This is 
God so anthropomorphic as to challenge us and make us 
question. But, it is also God so close to us, so accessible, 
so reachable.

From JTA

Ban on Jewish Pride flags at gay 
march called “unbridled hypocrisy” 

Jewish groups denounced the banning of Jewish Pride 
flags at a march in Chicago celebrating the lesbian com-
munity and called for an apology. Organizers of the 21st 

annual Chicago Dyke March told the three women asked 
to leave the march that the rainbow flags with a white Star 
of David in the center would be a “trigger,” or traumatic 
stimulus, for people who found them offensive. A Dyke 

March collective member told the Windy City Times that 
the women were told to leave because the flags “made 
people feel unsafe,” and that the June 25 march was “an-
ti-Zionist” and “pro-Palestinian.” The Anti-Defamation 
League said in a statement on June 26 that march organizers 
should apologize to the women for what it described as 
an “outrageous” action. The Simon Wiesenthal Center, a 
Jewish human rights NGO, also denounced the banning 
of the Jewish Pride flags, saying it “brings disgrace to a 
movement that is dedicated to equal rights for all.” “Equal 
rights that is except for Jews who dare to celebrate their ties 

to their people and the Jewish homeland,” Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper, associate dean of the center, said in a statement. 
He added: “The unbridled hypocrisy and antisemitism of 
these campaigners degrades the cause for equality for all in 
our society and for LGBTQ rights around the world.” The 
Chicago Jewish Voice for Peace, which backs the anti-Israel 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, offered 
its support to march organizers, retweeting its statement 
that “We stand 100% w @DykeMarchChi more coming, 
heres partial teaser: @AWiderBridge whose staffer was 
asked 2 leave partners w Israeli military!”
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