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International Jewish athletes “return” to
Jerusalem for 20th Maccabiah Games

By Adam Abrams
JNS.org
During the 20th Maccabiah Games next month, about
7,000 Jewish athletes from 80 countries will descend upon
the Holy Land to join 2,500 Israeli athletes in the Olympic-style competition. Held every four years, the Jewish
multi-sport competition is the world’s third-largest sporting
event. From July 4-18, the Maccabiah Games will have the
added significance of coinciding with the 50th anniversary
of the reunification of this year’s host city, Jerusalem.
“Fifty years after unification, we have finally returned
the Maccabiah to its rightful place, Jerusalem – the capital
of Israel,” Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat told reporters on
June 13.
Tamir Goodman, an entrepreneur and motivational
speaker who gained fame during his high school basketball career in 1999, when Sports Illustrated magazine
nicknamed him the “Jewish Jordan,” noted that some of
the most successful Jewish athletes are “deeply rooted” in
their spiritual connection to Judaism or their connection
to Israel. Goodman, who in his playing days was known

Balloons representing participant countries at the 2013
Maccabiah Games. (Photo by Maor X via Wikimedia
Commons)

for balancing a busy secular game schedule with his
observance of Orthodox rituals, was given the honor of
lighting the torch at the opening ceremonies of the 2001
Maccabiah Games in Atlanta. “It’s very exciting that this
year’s athletes will be able to showcase their skills in Jerusalem, especially now during the 50th reunification year,”
Goodman told JNS.org. “Hopefully the experience will
further their connection to Israel and their Jewish identity,
and also enhance their skill level.”
Basketball player and coach Larry Brown, swimmers
Jason Lezak and Mark Spitz, and gymnast Mitch Gaylord
are among the many Jewish athletes who have competed
in the Maccabiah Games before going on to achieve fame
in the broader international sports arena.
A mix of modern-day Israeli and international Jewish
sports stars will compete in the 2017 games and participate
in the opening ceremonies, including Israeli Olympic judo
bronze medalists Ori Sasson and Yarden Gerbi, Israeli
Paralympics rower Moran Samuel, Israeli rhythmic gymnast Neta Rivkin, Israeli NBA star Omri Casspi, American
See “Games” on page 8

Discovery of hidden text prompts new approach
to biblical digs in Israel

By Adam Abrams
50 characters on the back, researchers understood the
JNS.org
previously hidden inscription was a continuation of
The recent discovery of a previously invisible
the text on the front. The newly discovered text begins
inscription on the back of an ancient pottery shard,
with a request for wine and a guarantee for assistance
that was on display at Jerusalem’s Israel Museum for
if the addressee has any of his own requests. “It seems
more than 50 years, has prompted Tel Aviv University
that these guys drank quite a lot, or maybe the wine
researchers to consider what other hidden inscriptions
was used for antiseptic reasons,” Shaus observed.
may have been discarded during archaeological digs,
The multispectral imaging also improved the
before the availability of high-tech imaging.
reading of the front side, adding four new lines of
The ancient shard was uncovered in poor condition
text. According to Shaus, the message was addressed
at the desert fortress of Arad in 1965 and dates back
to a man called El-Yashiv, who was a quartermaster
to 600 B.C., before Judah’s kingdom was destroyed
of the Arad fort. “He had some sort of large storage
by Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar, adding to
facility and people brought him wine, olive oil and
knowledge about the First Temple period in Israel. Images on the back of the ancient pottery shard were discovered by flour, and he was corresponding with neighboring
Arie Shaus, of Tel Aviv University’s Department of using multispectral imaging, revealing text dating from 600 B.C. (Photo forts and armies around the fort,” he explained.
Applied Mathematics, one of the principal researchers courtesy of Tel Aviv University/PLOS.org)
A man named Hananyahu, who may have been a
who studied the artifact, told JNS.org, “The front side
quartermaster in a neighboring fort in Be’er Sheva,
of the shard was thoroughly studied, and it begins with some ago could “freely” write the full spelling of God’s name wrote the inscription and “had quite a friendly corresponkind of standard letter opening, with one person blessing differs from modern Jewish law forbidding the practice.
dence” with El-Yashiv, Shaus said. “Sometimes with these
Researchers used high-tech multispectral imaging, un- texts, the opening will show that the person is subordinate
another using the name of God, ‘Y-H-W-H.’”
Shaus explained this use of sacred language, although available 50 years ago, which revealed previously unseen or superior, but this one is quite friendly. So it seems like
a “small detail,” is “interesting and important” because markings on the backside of the shard. The imaging process they are colleagues, or the same rank.”
it shows the Jewish religion and laws currently used by adds additional filters, specifically to scan pottery shards,
The new discovery is part of several large research
modern Jews “are a bit different to what was practiced or pieces of stone with inscriptions called ostraca, and uses projects currently underway in Israel to obtain imagery of
back then.” The fact that Jews living in Israel 2,600 years algorithms to produce an optimal image. After deciphering See “Text” on page 8

Seen around the community

There was a record attendance of 38 people at the meeting
of the Book Club at Temple Concord on June 6. (See page
3 for more photos.)

Jewish Community Center Executive Director Sheryl
Brumer (standing) read a poem to the Early Childhood
Center graduates, faculty and parents on June 8. (See
page 7 for more photos.)

Around 130 people attended the Temple Israel family picnic
on June 11. (See page 3 for more photos.)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
International aid

A look at the $125 million Jewish
aid industry that provides the
developing world with assistance.
........................................ Page 2

I.B. Singer stories

The Hungry Ear program will
feature stories from “The World
of Sholom Aleichem.”
........................................ Page 3

News in brief...

The P.A. wants UNESCO to
declare the Cave of the Patriarchs
a Palestinian World Heritage Site.
........................................ Page 8

Special Sections
Legal Notices.................................... 4
Personal and Business Services...... 5
Graduation Simchas......................... 7
Classifieds........................................ 8

June 23-29, 2017

Page 2 - The Reporter

Inside the $125 million Jewish international aid industry
By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Eighty percent of Jews live in two
countries – Israel and the United States – but Jewish organizations are spending more and more of their money elsewhere.
Jewish aid to the developing world – the impoverished
set of countries your zayde called the “third world” – has
grown quickly in the past couple of decades. What used to
be a handful of groups has grown to become a constellation
of organizations working on anything from solar power in
Rwanda to agricultural sustainability in Nepal. Together,
the groups aid millions of people.
Jewish global service efforts come from across the Jewish
world, and provide funding and personnel to a range of causes
and places. Now, for the first time, a survey has quantified the
industry’s basics: where it works, how many people it helps

and how much money it spends. The survey was conducted
in March by Olam, an umbrella organization for Jewish
global service groups, and was shared with JTA on June 12.
Here are five indicators that explain this booming sector.
 Jewish groups spend at least $125 million in the developing world.
While it doesn’t compare to the billions Jews give every
year to Israel, the amount Jews give in this sector tops well
over $100 million annually. Of the 47 groups Olam covers,
26 reported operating budgets that total $125 million in
funding for international development.
Some of those groups are small initiatives, each with
a budget of under $100,000 – all of which goes to the
developing world. Others are sprawling organizations like
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, which

dedicates a small but still sizable portion of its $300 million
budget to international development.
The reported budgets range from $60,000 to $45 million – the median budget is just shy of $1 million. Some
of the largest are the American Jewish World Service and
the refugee aid group HIAS, each of which has a budget
of approximately $40 million.
 The groups reach three million people...
The Jewish global service world spans a wide range of
causes. Many of the groups work on some form of women’s
empowerment and education, while a handful focus directly on
goals like alleviating hunger or expanding access to technology.
Altogether, through seminars, direct aid, education or employment programs, the groups help three million people. As
See “Aid” on page 5

Opinion

Ban on partisan pulpits is key to protecting
religious freedom
By Jack Moline
(JTA) – That small little law known as the Johnson
Amendment, which prohibits electioneering by houses of
worship and other charities and which President Trump has
vowed to repeal, is exceptionally important to preserve.
Even if it is not widely enforced, the permission it grants
to the Internal Revenue Service to pursue violators is
critical to the protection of religious communities and the
integrity of government.
A 16th-century rabbi told me so.
There exists a teaching in the scholarly discussions of Jewish
law that translates roughly as, “It may be the rule, but we do
not teach about it publicly.” It is invoked sparingly, almost
always when a person is technically allowed to do something
that would nonetheless prove harmful to others. Think of the
straw that used to be left on the roadside for people to use
when cleaning up after their animals. The straw was technically
ownerless and could be taken by any passerby for private use,
but the Talmud directs us to not encourage such behavior.
Why? Rabbi Bezalel Ashkenazi, best known as the
author of the Talmud commentary “Shitah Mekubezet,”
offers this relatable explanation: Even when you can get
away with something without penalty, we do not encourage
it for the sake of a better world.
I can think of many corners of our society that would
benefit from this sort of restraint. The Johnson Amend-

ment, which has been targeted by the religious right for
elimination, is near the top of the list.
The amendment is a part of the tax code governing
tax-exempt charities. In exchange for the opportunity to,
offer tax deductions to donors, the non-profits – including,
but not limited to houses of worship – agree that neither
the organization nor anyone representing it will endorse
or oppose a candidate for office. Issue advocacy is fully
permitted, but electioneering is not. It seems an eminently
reasonable standard, especially since no one, including
clergy, is restricted from endorsing in a personal capacity.
It is no secret that this law is rarely enforced. The process
of investigating and prosecuting violations is costly and
complicated. No one has ever gone to jail for it and only one
house of worship is known to have ever lost its tax-exempt
status for a violation. Given the many thousands of houses
of worship in America, that does not exactly seem excessive.
But of all the things right-wing preachers might get
exercised about – poverty, inequality, war, bigotry, personal
immoralit – they seem to be sinking millions of dollars
and almost as many words into claiming that their First
Amendment rights have been trampled by the Johnson
Amendment, and they are demanding its repeal.
President Trump has promised to do just that. Fortunately, as with other promises made by the president, he
does not have the unilateral authority to change the law.

His recent executive order encouraged the IRS to look the
other way when people violate the Johnson Amendment,
but this accomplishes little in practical terms. However,
Congress could wipe out the law altogether.
That would be exactly the wrong move for American
democracy and religious freedom. The Johnson Amendment
may be rarely enforced, but it is a critical guidepost. And
just because people could get away with violating it, that
doesn’t mean they do so.
I believe that people of integrity follow the law even
without the threat of punishment. We typically stop at red
lights, correct a bank teller who gives us too much money,
vote only once in an election and settle our disagreements
with words. We do so because the rules of civil society
are important, enacted to promote the general welfare, as
the Constitution suggests. And for those people with less
integrity, even a small threat of sanction makes them think
twice about the consequences of getting caught.
I can think of times when the bully pulpit of the presidency could rightfully be used to call for passive resistance
against an immoral law. Plunging houses of worship into
partisan politics does not strike me as one of those times.
If you are clergy or congregant, you should oppose the
assault on the Johnson Amendment. Thankfully, polling
shows that you already overwhelmingly do.
Rabbi Jack Moline is president of Interfaith Alliance.

In My Own Words

Generational knowledge gap
It happened again! A few hours before I started writing
this column, I mentioned something really interesting
that happened in a book I was reading. The shocking and
surprising information was two names – two names that
were received with completely blank looks. Neither of the
other editors in my office, both younger than me, had ever
heard of Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean. Although the
original events occurred in the late 1940s, John le Carré’s
spy novels and a movie about the two men – along with their
partner – had appeared in the 1970s. My father and I were
fascinated by the idea that real-life Cambridge-educated
members of the British spy establishment had worked as
agents and informers for the Soviet Union during World
War II and after.
The original impetus for this column was the second time
that one of these staff members confused Pete Seeger with
Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul and Mary. The first time was
just after Seeger’s death when I complained about people
not knowing who he was. The staff member said, “Well,
maybe if they’d said he was part of Peter, Paul and Mary,
that wouldn’t have happened.” Um, no, Pete Seeger was a
really famous folk singer and songwriter in his own right.
My staff’s lack of knowledge of songs from the 1960s was
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also apparent when they didn’t catch a mistake in a previous
column that incorrectly called “The 59th Street Bridge Song
(Feelin’ Groovy)” “The 92nd Street Bridge Song.” (It also
shows that they have little knowledge of New York City
since, as the friend who called my attention to the mistake
said, there is no 92nd Street Bridge.)
Of course, this lack of generational knowledge works
two ways. I’ve been known to see a name in an e-mail or
online and ask, “Should I know who this person is?” When I
read the birthday column in the local secular paper, I rarely
have any idea whom the people under 40 are. It’s easy to
explain why I don’t know the musicians: it’s still very hard
for me to listen to music. As for actors, my movie and television viewing has greatly decreased throughout the past
several decades. Once in awhile I’ll watch something, but,
since I seem to have less and less time, it doesn’t happen
often – not even with the DVDs that I own.
I do feel like I know more about my parents’ generation
than younger folks do about mine. That’s partly because
my parents shared their music, movies and books with
me. By the time I was in sixth grade, my father regularly
gave me books to read – most of them ones he’d read in
his teens and 20s. That taught me about the two World
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Wars, the Depression and other events that affected his
life. Show music was a shared love with both parents,
while my dad and I listened to folk music together.
There were also family films that we all watched when
they appeared on TV: “Mr. Roberts,” “Captain Newman
M.D.” and “A Thousand Clowns,”among others. Years
later, I shared newer books, music and films I liked with
both parents. That led to some interesting discussion, as
we didn’t always agree.
What feels vital to one generation may not seem
important for the next. Favorite authors’ works become
out-of-print and, even if their books were praised in The
New York Times, their death might not even receive a
notice in that same paper. That’s simply the way of the
world. However, it’s still hard to assimilate the idea that
something that greatly affected us – maybe even changed
the course of our lives – has lost its meaning, at least to
those younger than us. All we can do is try to explain why
something was so meaningful and hope others understand.
And if this makes us feel old and out-of-date, we just need
to remember that someday someone will do the same thing
to these young whippersnappers. We just have to live long
enough to enjoy it when the joke is on them.
Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Layout Editor Diana Sochor
Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen
Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown
Proofreaders
Barbara Bank, Eleanor Durfee, Fran Ferentinos,
Leah Ferentinos, Rebecca Goldstein Kahn,
Merri Pell-Preus, Ilene Pinsker, Heidi Thirer
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Hungry Ear to feature I. B. Singer stories on June 26
The Hungry Ear, the library program celebrating
the art of the short story since 2007, will present
works of Isaac Bashevis Singer from “The World of
Sholom Aleichem” on Monday, June 26, from 5:306:30 pm, at the Broome County Library, 185 Court

St., Binghamton. The program will take place in the
exhibit room on the second floor. It is free and open
to the public.
“The characters, like the beleaguered ‘Tevye’ from
‘Fiddler on the Roof,’ put humor in their misery and

laughter in their tears,” said program organizers.
Readers will be Andy Horowitz and Mickey Ray. Judy
McMahon will host. “Come join them for a cocktail
hour for the mind,” organizers added.
For more information, call the library at 778-6400.

Temple Israel held family picnic

L-r: Arlene Osber, Nellie Roth, Marcia Hofstein, Maxine
Rosenberg, Wendy Wolff and Betty Warner attended the
Temple Israel family picnic on June 11.

Jennifer Brown at
Book Club at TC

L-r: Sandy Paston, Rabbi Geoffrey Brown and Elissa Brown.
L-r: Art Siegel and Hersh Rozen

L-r: Shelley Warner, Amiella Lisi and Melissa Wolff.
L-r: Heidi Thirer, Al Lavker, Janet Levine and Barbara
Zelter attended the Temple Israel family picnic on June 11.

Jennifer Brown, the author of “Modern Girls,” spoke about
her novel and her research at a meeting of the Book Club
at Temple Concord on June 6.

Early deadlines
for The Reporter

L-r (in front): Barbara Gilbert and Elissa Brown

Due to production of The Reporter’s yearly Communigy Guide, the deadline for the following upcoming
issue of The Reporter is as follows. No exceptions will
be made.
Issue.......................................................... Deadline
Friday, July 14............................Wednesday, July 5

Jennifer Brown (seated) signed a copy of her novel “Modern
Girls” for Suzanne Holwitt.

Binghamton Area
Two parcels to be auctioned by New York State.
Cathedral style church with some original finishes.
School building with space suitable for classroom or office use.
Open house dates and times:
6/26 at 1:00 PM to 3:30 PM.
6/27 at 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
For information, call the New York State Office of
General Services at 518-474-2195 or access www.nysstore.com.
Minimum bid: $10,000
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Off the Shelf

Decoding the riddle of her father

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Parents are often a puzzle to their children. In the case
of Susan Faludi, her father, Steven Faludi, was more of a
riddle within a riddle – one without an answer. The two
were estranged for more than 25 years when Susan received
an e-mail from Steven saying that he had had a sex change
operation and was now using the name Stefánie. Curious
about her father’s life as a woman and why he made the
change, Susan traveled to Hungary to begin a new chapter in their relationship. The result is her memoir “In the
Darkroom” (Metropolitan Books/Henry Holt and Company), which not only talks about this latest development
in Steven’s life, but explores his history. Learning more
about her father was not easy. Stefánie had no interest in
talking about the past and little patience for introspection.
The difference between father and daughter is made clear
when Susan notes that while Steven spent much of his

Yidstock music festival

The sixth annual Yidstock: The Festival of
New Yiddish Music will take place from July
13-16 at the Yiddish Book Center in Amherst,
MA. Featured performers include the Andy
Statman Trio; Ezekiel’s Wheels Klezmer Band; the Hankus
Netsky and Eden MacAdam-Somer Duo; the Nigunim Trio;
the Alicia Svigals and Lauren Brody Duo; and the Klezmer
Brass Allstars, led by London and singer and theater star
Eleanor Reissa. It will also feature a performance of “A
Night in the Old Marketplace,” a multimedia folk oratorio
by Frank London, a founding member of the Klezmatics.
“ANight in the Old Marketplace” is a post-modern, musical
retelling of the surrealist 1907 play of the same name, byYiddish
writer I.L. Peretz, that is part ghost story, part philosophical
meditation on the modern Jewish experience. The musical
version – which critics have called “beautifully scored and
visually stunning” and “wickedly funny” – will feature an allstar cast including London and his Klezmatics bandmate Lorin
Sklamberg. The show will be performed once at Yidstock, at 8
pm on July 15. The fullYidstock schedule and ticket information
can be found at yiddishbook.center.org/yidstock.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

2.

The name of the limited
liability company (“LLC”) is
R J Sigler Construction LLC.
The date of filing of the
Articles of Organization with
the Secretary of State is
May 19, 2017.

3.

The County within the State
of New York in which the
principal office of the LLC is
located is Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of the

and, of course, the avaricious parasite who threatened to
deplete Christian coffers – resonated throughout Europe.”
The Hungarians began passing anti-Jewish laws before the
Nazis conquered their country: two of these “Jewish Laws”
restricted employment, “eliminating more than 80 percent
of jobs for Jewish breadwinners.” The third “specifically
banned sexual relations between Jewish men and gentile
women.” The government later declared Jewish men unfit
to serve in the army. Instead, they were drafted into the
Hungarian Labor Service System. The author notes that the
men were later sent into battle unarmed and were also used
as slave labor. Learning about this chapter in Hungarian
history helps Susan better understand the world in which
her father grew up, although she can rarely get him to
discuss his feelings about being Jewish and the treatment
of Jews during the period.
Stefánie also resists talking about her family of origin. It’s
only through other members of their extended family that
Susan discovers just how poorly Steven’s parents behaved
and how selfish they were. Although Steven saved them
from the Nazis in a daring display of courage, he refused
to spend time with his parents once the war ended. One
moving section has Susan showing her father a picture of
a family celebration that took place before World War II:
“I’d asked her to identify the well-dressed people in the
picture. They were my relatives, but I’d never met any of
them. My father slowly ran a finger across the faces as she
named them, though not by their names. ‘Shot in a house.
Killed in a brick factory. Died in a cattle car. Gassed in Auschwitz. Gassed in Auschwitz. Gassed, Gassed. Gassed...”
Susan notes that only three people out of the 15 pictured
survived the war.
The question of how well Susan comes to understand
her father is answered on the second-to-the-last page of
her memoir. After her father’s death, Susan was looking
through Stefánie’s possessions and realized there were no
answers: “For so long I had been determined to decode
the riddle of my father. Now, it seemed important to honor
her inscrutability.” Yet, the hints that Susan receives from
her father about his life shows just how complex a man
– and woman – he was. It seems as if he never truly felt
at home in the world – that he tried to act as something
other than himself because he never felt comfortable in
his own skin. “In the Darkroom” serves not only as a
memoir of a woman and her father, but as a discussion
on the nature of identity.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of For mation of DCJS
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
05/04/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 180 Harrington Rd.,
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: I See The Lake, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was May 16, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of
any process against the Company, to
Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn:
Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

career retouching photographs to make blemishes disappear, she, on the other hand, became a journalist in order
to expose people’s flaws.
The change from man to woman is not the only
transformation her father underwent in his life. Born in
Hungary, Steven managed to escape the Nazis by hiding
in almost plain sight and pretending not to be Jewish. As
an American husband, he discarded the Jewish religion,
forcing his family to practice all the Christian and secular
U.S. holidays. The breakup of her parent’s marriage was
horrific and Susan sided with her mother against the father
she saw as a violent bully. These and other events made
her a feminist and gave her a strong Jewish identity. Susan
notes that, although she is only Jewish through patrilineal
descent and has no knowledge of Jewish customs, this
identity is integral to whom she is: “I am a Jew who grew
up in a neighborhood populated with antisemites. I am a
woman whose girlhood was steeped in the sexist stereotypes of early ‘60s America. My sense of who I am, to the
degree that I can locate its coordinates, seems to derive
from a sense of resistance, a refusal to backdown. If it’s
threatened, I’ll assert it. My ‘identity’ has quickened in
those very places where it has been most under siege.”
After Steven becomes Stefánie, Susan begins to spend
more time with her father. Their relationship is still difficult
and challenging, not only because Stefánie has returned
to Hungary, but because she refuses to answer Susan’s
questions or talk about anything beyond her new image.
(Susan has an interesting way of identifying Stefánie:
While she still refers to her as her father, Susan does use
the feminine pronoun when speaking or writing about her.)
At first, the sex change operation throws Susan because her
father always seemed very masculine: He climbed mountains and spent time in the Amazon before moving to the
United States. In order to understand what occurred, Susan
turns to her journalistic background: reading medical and
psychological information about sex change operations,
and interviewing other transsexuals and their doctors.
However, Jewish readers may be more interested to
learn about Stephen’s experiences during World War II
and what life was like for Jews in Hungary before the war.
Susan explores the warped image European Christians had
of Jewish men: “The reigning (and contradictory) spectral
images of the male Jew – the effeminate castrate who
threatened to demoralize Christian manhood, the concupiscent satyr who threatened to despoil Christian virgins,

State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
The post office address to
which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC
served upon him or her is: PO
Box 1315, Binghamton, New
York 13902.
5.

The character or purpose
of the business of the LLC is
any purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Garfield Avenue Endicott
Properties, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles of
Organization of the Company with the
Secretary of State was May 24, 2017.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M.
Mead, 80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose
of the business of the Company is any
lawful business purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of MC DIP
Funding, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
05/17/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal,
NY 13850. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Naby
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed

with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
05/12/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 337 Stateline Rd., Vestal,
NY 13850. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________

5/19/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Bee Bop
Clubhouse, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
05/18/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 337 State Line Rd.,
Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Fairlawn, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
5/19/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Greensboro, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Wilmington, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
4/26/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is MJD Real
Estate Holdings, LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is May 26,
2017.

3.

The County within the State of

New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him
or her is: 2134 E. Hamton Road,
Binghamton, NY 13903.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the professional service
limited liability company is: Koniuto
Movement Physical Therapy, PLLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was May 23, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton,
NY 13901. The purpose of the
business of the Company is any
lawful business purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of SLIC, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/17. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY 13850.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
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Aid

with the budget figures, five of the groups dominate the field,
accounting for 92 percent of the people reached. Because
the individual data of the groups has been kept confidential,
the survey does not indicate which five groups these are.
 ...and enlist nearly 2,000 volunteers.
Much Jewish international aid work is done either by
funding local nonprofits or sending professionals to coordinate aid. But some of the nonprofits’ most visible work is
through volunteer programs that send young Jews to work
on the ground in the developing world. In total, 19 of the
groups surveyed send 1,850 volunteers to do aid work. Of
those volunteers, most of them went on short-term programs
lasting a week or two, most were college students and nearly
all were Jewish. Like the overall Jewish population, nearly
four-fifths came from North America or Israel.
The survey found that organizations also use the volunteer trips to reinforce Jewish identity. Eighty-one percent of
volunteer experiences had some form of Jewish curriculum,
as well as a structured way to observe Shabbat.
“The [Diaspora] Jewish organizations – many of them
were started with a Jewish identity experience or a Jewish
education piece,” said Dyonna Ginsburg, Olam’s executive director. “You have a tendency among the non-Israeli
organizations to be more focused on the volunteer aspect,
and among the Israeli organizations to be more focused
on professional areas of expertise.”
 The field has expanded rapidly since 2000 and is increasingly centered in Israel.

Continued from page 2
agricultural technology to African villages.
Ginsburg says the Israeli global service world has ballooned in recent years due to Israelis’ increased affluence.
Also, she adds, Israeli groups can focus on specific areas of
international development without having to worry about
being their country’s “Jewish” representative in the field, like
the American Jewish World Service or Australia’s StandUp.
“There’s this general sense at least among some that Israel is
in a place where it can not just think of meeting its own needs,
but [can] share some of that with others,” she said. “Many of
those are niche organizations with specific areas of expertise,
in agriculture, in clean tech, in health care, education, et cetera,
so they don’t see themselves as the Israeli or Jewish voice.”
 South Asia and East Africa attract the most groups
Jewish service efforts span what activists sometimes
call the “global south,” where much of the world’s poverty
is found. In total, the groups provide services or aid in
69 countries. But two regions are especially popular aid
destinations: South Asia and East Africa.
A dozen groups are active in India, with its vast geography
and massive population, while eight are active in Nepal, four
in Myanmar and three in Sri Lanka. East Africa’s countries
also attract the attention of a range of groups, from 11 that
are active in Uganda to nine in Kenya and six in Rwanda.
Notably, both regions have remote Jewish communities. The Abayudaya Jewish community lives in the hills
of central Uganda, and the B’nei Menashe hail from the
eastern Indian province of Manipur.

A volunteer with the organization World Jewish Relief
worked with refugees in Greece. (Photo by Minos Alchanati)
Some Jewish global service groups are more than a century
old. But two-thirds – 20 of the 30 that responded to the survey – were founded in the 21st century. In addition to helping
countries across the globe, the organizations also come from
countries the world over. While many are based in the U.S. and
Canada, others are found in South Africa, Australia or Mexico.
But the plurality of the groups come from the country
that’s also the biggest beneficiary of Jewish charity: Israel.
The Jewish state is home to 27 of Olam’s 46 member groups,
ranging from Brit Olam, an international volunteering
group, to Innovation: Africa, which provides solar and
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Weekly Parasha
Korach, Numbers 16:1-18:32
I’ve had my authority challenged a lot lately, mostly by
the young humans that live with me. Children are excellent at challenging authority and questioning the decrees
of the adults in their lives. Their arguments, however, are
not always logical or based in reality. “If you don’t give
me more cake then I’m going to put you in jail and send
you to the moon and I’ll never love you ever again. And I
won’t let you kiss my bear goodnight either!”
Of course, challenging authority is not something new
that the next generation invented. In this week’s Torah
reading, Korach challenges Moses’ authority to lead the
Jewish people. Unlike some of the people in my life, Korach
uses an argument that actually seems to have quite a bit
of merit. He points out that “the entire congregation are
all holy, and the Lord is in their midst.” (Numbers 16:3)
So, theoretically, anyone could step up to be the leader.
After all, just a few verses earlier, the whole congregation
is told “be holy unto your God.” (Numbers 15:40) The
medieval commentator Rashi reminds us that everyone,
not just Moses, heard God giving the commandments at
Sinai. Korach’s attempt to take over the leadership of the

June 23-29, 2017

We can all be holy

RABBI SUZANNE BRODY, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND YOUTH PROGRAMMING, TEMPLE
BETH-EL, ITHACA, NY

Israelites, however, ends so dramatically – with him and
his followers being swallowed up by the earth – that it is
clear that Korach has missed something big. It seems that in
God’s estimation, Korach’s argument is just as unfounded
as the arguments that young kids give their parents.
Interestingly, even though Korach and his followers are
swallowed alive, the fire pans used in the “holiness duel”
have become sanctified. (Numbers 17:2) This supports
the notion that items used in the performance of a positive
mitzvah (in this case, giving an offering to God) are holy.
Korach, like so many Jews today, knew how to perform the
positive mitzvot. These mitzvot, like lighting candles and
eating matzah, often make us proud to be Jews. They are easy
to teach our children and share with our non-Jewish friends
when we are asked to share about our customs and rituals.
Moses, however, went beyond the performance of positive mitzvot. He knew that closeness with God and holiness
do not come easily. And sometimes what makes us unique
as a people is not the things that we do, but the things that
we don’t do. The negative commandments are sometimes
even harder to follow than the positive commandments.

They can come across as being counter-culture in a way
that is often harder to teach and to describe. It’s fun and
easy to have challah for Shabbat, but harder to explain why
you are not responding to your phone or writing anything
down. What Moses understood, that Korach did not, was
that both are necessary.
If we take a closer look at the Hebrew that is the basis of
Korach’s fight with Moses, we can see that these statements of
holiness are not written in present tense. They are a statement
about what can be. The whole congregation has the potential
to be holy. But like the fire pans that are not holy objects until
after they are used in a way designed to bring the people better
understanding of God’s will, we are not holy until we work
for it. We can be holy when we do the things that make us
Jewish and refrain from doing some of the things that would
make us just like everyone else around us.
Korach’s failure was not that he challenged Moses,
but that he viewed holiness as a right to be handed to him
rather than as a privilege earned through the performance
of both positive and negative mitzvot.
We can all be holy, if we are willing to make the effort.

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, June 23......................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, June 24.......................................................9 am
..................................................... Mincha/Maariv 8:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., June 25........................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., June 26-30.................................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., June 25-29........................................8:30 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual
basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the
residents of local adult residences.

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when
religious school is in session.

On Friday, June 23, at 6:30 pm, there will be a Shabbat
in the Garden picnic. Attendees will bring a picnic dinner,
then stay for the Shabbat in the Garden musical service
with Kolot and Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell at 7:30 pm.
On Saturday, June 24, there will be no Torah study. At
10:45 am, there will be Shabbat morning services celebrating
Sophie Coker becoming a bat mitzvah.
On Friday, June 30, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat services with Rabbi Rachel Esserman and Suzanne Holwitt.
On Saturday, July 1, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced.Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays
and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, June 23-24, the bar mitzvah of Aitan
Avgar, son of Ariel and Christie Avgar, will be celebrated.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Friday, June 23, light candles.............................. 8:25 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 24.......................... 9:26 pm
Friday, June 30, light candles.............................. 8:25 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 1............................. 9:25 pm

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, June 24, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat
services led by Steve Gilbert, Howard Schwartz andArt Siegel.
The Torah portion will be Numbers 16:1-18:32. The haftarah
will be Isaiah 66:1-24. Bima guest will be Phyllis Heller.
On Tuesday, July 4, the Temple office will be closed
for Independence Day.
On Friday, July 7, Rabbi Geoffrey Brown will begin
as the temple’s full-time rabbi.
On Friday, July 21, at 5 pm, there will be happy hour,
Kabalat Shabbat and an event commemorating the opening of the new building. The event will be sponsored by
Steve and Barbara Gilbert.
On Friday, July 28, at 6 pm, there will be Shabbat on the
Road at Castle Gardens, 1715 Castle Gardens Rd., Vestal.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish
during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz
at schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-anda-half weeks or more before the date to ensure a minyan.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs:This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center,
or for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society
or Raff Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office
at 797-0015.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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JCC ECC holds graduation ceremony

The Jewish Community Center’s Early Childhood Center
held a graduation ceremony for 30 children on June 8.
Standing (l-r): JCC Executive Director Sheryl Brumer and
ECC Director Marlene Schwartz-Patrick.

Early Childhood students waited to be called to receive
their graduation diploma.

The families of the ECC graduates filled the JCC auditorium.
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Mazel tov to Eric and Brian Salomons

Congratulations
Sophie!

for graduating in the
Top 10 in their class.
Watch out,
Ohio State and
U. Of Pittsburgh...
Salomons
are on their way!
So proud!
Bubbe and Gramps

Hayden,

Good luckk at
Brockport!

Mazel Tov
on your
Bar Mitzvah!

Love, Mom, Dad & Hayden

Congratulations
Sarah Schepis
Maine-Endwell Class of 2017
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We are so
proud of you!

To place a simcha,
please contact
Bonnie Rozen at
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or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

Love,
Mom and Dad
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Dear Jared,
Congratulations
on your graduation
from law school.
We are so proud of
your accomplishment!
Wishing you
the best of luck in
the next step
of your journey.
NYC look out!
All our love,
Mom, Dad &
Lindsey

We are so very
proud of you!

Simcha

If you can celebrate it, we
can make an ad for you!

University of Michigan
Class of 2021

Brian and Eric
Salomons

Love,
Grandma & Papa
Nancy & Biron

“Our wish for you is that life becomes all that you want it to.”
Rascal Flatts
Good Luck

Brian at
Ohio State
&
Eric at
University
of Pittsburgh.

Mom, Dad & Noah

Congratulations

Skylar
Abraham
Congratulations on your
High School graduation
with honors from Vestal.
Good luck at University of Albany!
You make us very proud.
Love,
Mom, Dad, Gina and Amylia

Josh,

You are our inspiration.
Congratulations!
So proud of you!

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Love,
Mom, Dad and Ty
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Games

Continued from page 1

Olympic gold medalist swimmer Anthony Ervin, and French
Olympic gold medalist swimmer Fabien Gilot.
Commenting on the significance of Diaspora Jews’ participation in the Maccabiah Games alongside Israeli athletes,
Jeffrey Gurock, a professor of Jewish history at Yeshiva
University, told JNS.org, “In the 1930s, when the Jews
were vulnerable, the Maccabiah provided an opportunity
for Jewish athletes to project strength and pride to the world.
“Today it is no less important for American Jewish
sportspeople to affirm through participation in these games
their solidarity with a strong Israel, even as the Jewish
state faces foes in so many world arenas,” Gurock added.
During the 2017 games, contestants will compete in 43
different sports in the categories of Youth, Open, Masters
and Paralympics. In the host city, some 3,000 athletes will
participate in 14 sports at Jerusalem’s Pais Arena and other
venues. Additional competitions will be held at 68 sports
complexes throughout Israel. Soccer is the largest contest in
the Maccabiah Games, with more than 1,400 athletes from
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20 countries participating. In addition to the athletes, as
many as 20,000 international fans are expected to attend the
games, injecting around $100 million into Israel’s economy.
“I am ecstatic that on the 50th year of the unification of
Jerusalem, we are opening the biggest Maccabiah yet,”
Amir Peled, chairman of the Maccabiah Games, told JNS.
org. “The Maccabiah is the essence of the values I believe
in: Zionism, Judaism, brotherhood, peoplehood and sports.
The Maccabiah is the one place that Jews from all over the
world can come together and bond, and there’s no better
place to do so than Jerusalem.”
Yossi Sharabi, director general of the Israeli Ministry of
Culture and Sport, said the athletic competition “strengthens
the connection between the Jewish communities around
the world.” He told JNS.org, “It is only natural that in the
50th year of the reunification of Jerusalem, a significant
milestone for the Jews of the world wherever they are,
the celebrations will be united and will take place in the
city of Jerusalem.”
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NEWS IN BRIEF
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P.A. seeks to claim Hebron’s Cave of
the Patriarchs as World Heritage Site

The Palestinian Authority is requesting that UNESCO
recognize Hebron’s Cave of the Patriarchs, one of the holiest
sites in Judaism, as a Palestinian World Heritage Site. In its
request to UNESCO, the P.A. is asking UNESCO to fast track
the process, claiming the site is in danger of destruction by the
“occupying force,” citing a number of Israeli moves, including
the erection of a concrete casting at the site as proof. Since
being recognized as a UNESCO member state in 2011, two
sites – Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity and the ancient
terraces of Battir – have been recognized as Palestinian World
Heritage Sites. Hebron and the Cave of the Patriarchs, also
known as the Cave of Machpelah, is considered the second
holiest site in Judaism after the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.
Meanwhile, convincing the 21-country Heritage Committee
to reject the Palestinian move will be problematic for Israel as
a number of Arab and Muslim countries are on the committee
and they are not likely to support Israel. Israel’s Ambassador to
UNESCO Carmel Shama-Hacohen slammed the move by the
Palestinians as a continuation of its efforts to deny Jewish links
to their holy sites. “This is a clear continuation of the attacks
and hallucinatory outrageous votes in UNESCO regarding
Jerusalem, the Temple Mount and the Western Wall,” said Shama-Hacohen. “Israel respects Muslim sensibilities and ensures
freedom of worship, order, security, routine maintenance and
the development of infrastructure supporting the holy sites.”

Report: Israel secretly aiding Syrian
rebels near Golan Heights border

Israel is secretly supporting Syrian rebel groups along its
border in the Golan Heights, providing rebel groups with
money, food, fuel and medical supplies, according to a Wall
Street Journal report. The operation, which has a code name of
“The Good Neighbor,” was reportedly set up as early as 2013
by former Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon, with an IDF
unit dedicated to overseeing the relations. The operation’s goal,
which has not been confirmed by the Israeli government, is to
create a buffer zone along the Israeli Golan Heights border, free
of the Islamic State and Iranian-allied forces such as Hezbollah.
A commander of one of the rebel groups supported by Israel,
who goes by the nickname Abu Suhayb, told the Journal the
relationship began when the group’s wounded fighters began
receiving treatment in Israel hospitals. Suhayb said his group
receives around $5,000 per month from the Israeli government.
“Israel stood by our side in a heroic way,” said Moatasem
al-Golan, a spokesman for the rebel group Fursan al-Joulan, or
Knights of the Golan, which operates near the city of Quneitra
in the Syrian Golan Heights. “We wouldn’t have survived
without Israel’s assistance.”
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all available ostraca. “We had this advanced camera, so
we said why not?” he said. “It’s not as if there are millions
of inscriptions, like in Mesopotamia or in Egypt. Only a
few hundred inscriptions exist in Israel. So it’s doable.”
While the main focus of the research is to enhance existing
inscriptions, the idea to scan the back of the pottery shard in
the Israel Museum was prompted when Tel Aviv University
technician Michael Cordonsky suspected there may have been
additional writing on the back. “We scanned the back and we
were astounded with what we discovered. It looked terrific
using this technique, and it had not been visible to anyone
for 2,600 years,” Shaus said. “It is incredible, and we were
extremely excited to have discovered this kind of material,
but it’s also a bit tragic because now we think about all of the
inscriptions that we may have lost,” as during archaeological
excavations, lots of pottery is found and later discarded.
As a result of the new discovery, researchers will
approach how they handle pottery shards found during
archaeological digs differently. “Maybe they should just
image everything,” Shaus said. “Using low-cost equipment
are very
of you!
like We
the camera
used inproud
this discovery
would allow each
excavation to buy or
construct one… or at least create a
Love,
filtering system whereby only samples of pottery, which
Grandma
Papa
could have
been used for &
writing,
are saved and scanned.
Maybe we have
lost
more
inscriptions
Nancy & Biron than we have found,
but didn’t figure it out until now. It’s tragic, but we are also
optimistic, because now we have the technology to do this.”

Congratulations
Sophie -
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Hayden,

Mazel Tov
on your
Bar Mitzvah!
Love,
Grandma & Papa
Nancy & Biron

