
The Jewish Community 
Center annual meeting will be 
held on Thursday, June 15, at 7 
pm, in the Charles A. Mossew 
Auditorium at the JCC, 500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The 
program will begin with a des-
sert buffet and drinks. At 7:30 
pm, the cast of “South Pacific,” 
staged as a fund-raiser for the 
JCC and Cidermill Playhouse 
by Jan DeAngelo and Company 
this past February, will perform 
a few numbers from the show.

The event will continue with 
the presentation of awards to 
the cast of “Anne Frank,” produced by JCC 
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JCC annual meeting set 
for June 15

The Arts Committee of Temple Beth-El 
in Ithaca has announced its annual Jew-
ish film festival will present three films 
this summer. Screenings will be held on 
Wednesdays at 7 pm in the social hall of 
the temple, located at the corner of Court 
and Tioga streets in Ithaca.

The line-up includes “Fanny’s Journey” 
on June 14, “Ahead of Time: The Extraor-
dinary Journey of Ruth Gruber” on July 12 
and “The Women’s Balcony” on August 9. 
Doors will open at 6:30 pm for free refresh-
ments and socializing. The films will begin 
at 7 pm. Tickets cost $8 at the door. All 
films are appropriate for children ages 10 
and older. Teenagers have been encouraged 
to attend. The theme for the summer is the 
strength of women, young and old.

By Paula Rubin
The entire community has been in-

vited to Beth David Synagogue’s June 
Shabbat luncheon on Saturday, June 10, 
during which the community will say 

Meryl and Harold Sasnowitz to be recognized at 
June BD luncheon

will be held after services at the synagogue, 
39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The Beth 
David family will thank Meryl and Harold 
“for all they have done to enrich our lives 
while they called Beth David home.”

“good-bye and good luck” to Meryl and 
Harold Sasnowitz as they start the next 
chapter of their lives in New Jersey. The 
Sasnowitzes have lived in Binghamton 
for 45 years.

“Their lives and those of their daughters 
have been intertwined with the commu-
nity in many ways,” noted organizers of 
the event.

The luncheon in the Sasnowitzes’ honor 

Jewish Film Festival at Temple Beth-El, Ithaca

At left: “Fanny’s Journey” 
will  be screened on 
Wednesday, June 14, at 7 
pm, at Temple Beth-El in 
Ithaca.

Journey of Ruth Gruber” (2009, U.S.A., 
documentary) – Born in Brooklyn in 1911, 
Ruth Gruber became the youngest Ph.D. in 
the world. Known for her love of adventure, 
fearlessness and intellect, Gruber defied 
tradition in a career that spanned more than 
seven decades.

“The Women’s Balcony” (2016 Israel, 
Hebrew with subtitles) – An accident during 
a bar mitzvah celebration leads to a gender 
rift in a devout Orthodox community in 
Jerusalem. In this dramatic comedy, women 
speak truth to patriarchal power. Special 
Israeli refreshments will be served.

The film festival receives support from 
Menemsha Films and the National Center 
for Jewish Film. For more information, 
call 257-9924.

 � Article IV, Sections 3 and 4c: Meeting 
Quorum for both the annual meeting, resp 
special membership meeting (Section 3) as 
well as the regular board meeting (Section 
4c) – change to 15 from 21. 

 � Article VII, Section 2b.2: Number of 
representatives of affiliate organizations – 
change to 1 from 2; 

Special Federation membership meeting June 21
There will be a Federation special 

membership meeting of members in good 
standing (defined as members who are 
current on their annual contributions to the 
corporation) on Wednesday, June 21, at 7:30 
pm, at the Jewish Community Center, 500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The subject of this 
meeting is to amend the by-laws as follows:

 � Article VII, 2b.3: Number of directors at 
large – change from “up to 24” to “up to 18”; 

 � Article VII, Section 8: Board meeting 
attendance – Addition to “Board mem-
bers who are absent three (3) or more 
consecutive times from General Board 
meetings may be asked by letter from 
President to relinquish their seat.” This 

becomes new Section 8a. New Section 
8b: “Board members are eligible to vote 
on allocations only if they have attended 
a minimum of 50 percent of all meetings 
occurring in that calendar year. New 
members installed in September of the 
calendar year must attend two meetings 
to be eligible for voting on allocations.” 

“Fanny’s Journey” (2016, French with 
subtitles) – Set in Europe in 1943, Fanny 
and her younger sisters are sent to an Italian 
foster home for safety. When the Nazis ar-

rive, their caretakers plan an unsuccessful 
escape to Switzerland, and the children are 
left on their own.

“Ahead of Time: The Extraordinary 

Rachel Goldberg played 
“Bloody Mary” in “South 
Pacific,” produced by Jan 
DeAngelo and Company.

After London Bridge attack, U.K. and Israel pledge 
to fight Islamist terror “trend”

By Adam Abrams
JNS.org

Following the June 3 terror attack that 
killed seven people and injured as many 
as 50 in London, British Prime Minister 
Theresa May said “enough is enough” and 
vowed to crack down on the “evil ideology 
of Islamist extremism.” 

In response to the U.K.’s third major 
Islamist terror attack in recent months – 
prompting May to describe the attacks as a 
“new trend” – the prime minister asserted, 
“We cannot, and must not, pretend that 
things can continue to carry on as they are.”

May also reiterated the U.K.’s commit-
ment to defeating the Islamic State terror 
group, which later claimed responsibility 
for the June 3 attack, saying British security 
services have foiled at least five terror plots 
since March.

During remarks delivered on June 4 in 
Liberia at the conference of the Economic 
Community of West African States, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, 
“In recent hours, another terrible attack was 
launched on innocent people in the heart of 
London. We condemn it.”

He added, “We send our condolences to 
the British people and we pledge our com-
mitment to fight this scourge – this scourge 
that knows no bounds. These terrorists wor-
ship death. They murder indiscriminately, 
but they will not frighten us. They will not 
terrorize us. They will only harden our 
resolve to defeat them. Here in Africa, the 
Middle East, Europe, everywhere – together, 
we will defeat them faster.”

The June 3 attack began on the London 
Bridge, when a white van veered off the road 
at 50 miles per hour and plowed into crowds 
of pedestrians, hitting at least six people. 
After the speeding van crashed into a fence 
by Southwark Cathedral, three men armed 
with hunting knives exited the vehicle and 
embarked on a stabbing rampage throughout 
crowded bars and restaurants in the nearby 
Borough Market, attacking anyone within 
their reach.

The attackers also appeared to be 
strapped with suicide bomb vests, which 
Metropolitan Police counterterrorism chief 
Mark Rowley later determined to be “hoax-
es.” Multiple British media outlets reported 
eyewitness accounts of the terrorists shout-

ing, “This is for Allah.” One eyewitness 
reported seeing a woman being stabbed “10 
or 15 times” by the attackers shouting the 

Islamic proclamation, the BBC reported.
Armed police officers arrived at the scene 

See “London” on page 9

staff member Kate Murray this 
past April in commemoration 
of Yom Hashoah. There will 
also be honors for graduating 
seniors, as well as additional ac-
knowledgments for various vol-
unteers who helped ensure that 
the JCC programs and events 
“went off without a hitch.” The 
meeting will conclude with the 
installation of the JCC 2017-18 
Board of Directors.

The event will be free to the 
community. Those planning 
on attending have been asked 
to call the JCC office at 724-

2417 to make a reservation.
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In My Own Words

When I was in high school, someone once asked me if I 
noticed Paul Newman’s beautiful blue eyes. I said, “No.” In 
fact, I rarely notice eyes; it’s smiles that attract me. I didn’t 
realize it then, but I must have already been reading lips. 
By the time my hearing loss became severe to profound, 
even with hearing aids, I depended more on lip reading 
than I did on sound. That made for funny moments when I 
was watching TV. I would find myself trying to lipread the 
Muppets or Daffy Duck, and then have to laugh because 
their mouths weren’t actually forming words.

This made it more difficult to enjoy animated shows 
and movies, including computer-generated imagery. (For 
those who are unfamiliar with the term, this means the 
animation is done by computer, rather than by hand like 
traditional animation.) This changed after my cochlear 
implant. No, I still don’t hear perfectly, but sometimes 
I can actually tell what a non-human character is saying 

Hearing and computer-generated imagery
without captioning. The first time this occurred was when 
I tried to listen to a song by Harry Belafonte. The per-
formance I found on YouTube showed him singing “The 
Banana Boat Song” on “The Muppet Show.” Imagine my 
surprise when I realized I could understand what Fozzie 
Bear said to him, even though there was no captioning. 
Now, I still can’t hear well enough to watch a full show 
without captioning, but it was awesome to be able to 
understand anything.

Fast forward a bit to this year and my current obsession: 
The CGI character Mary from the cancelled TV show 
“Imaginary Mary.” While there is no way I could initially 
watch an episode without captioning, when watching one 
a second (or third or fourth or fifth...) time, I can under-
stand a great deal of what Mary is saying without having 
to look at the captions. (If you’re wondering why I watch 
the same episode over and over, look up the definition of 

obsession.) This allows me to enjoy Mary’s expressions 
and body movement, which I miss when I’m focusing on 
the captions. That might be one reason why I love the show 
so much: It’s the first time in more than 20 years that I can 
really enjoy animation.

Some folks in my office – the ones who are sick of 
hearing me talk about “Imaginary Mary” – will see this 
column as just another excuse to discuss the show. (Yes, 
I’ve mentioned it a few times in the office. Well, more than 
a few. See above note about the definition of obsession.) 
However, it makes me once again appreciate just how much 
the cochlear implant has changed my life. I also realize 
how little things can make our lives feel so much richer, 
whether it’s humming a song I haven’t heard in years be-
cause I was able to listen to it on Youtube or laughing at 
a TV comedy because I could hear the voices. The word 
“miracle” comes to mind.

By Laurence Kohler-Berkowitz
(JTA) – In a recent analysis of U.S. religious groups, 

the Pew Research Center reported that the most educated 
American Jews are also the least religious.

In considering these findings, it’s tempting to think that 
secular education leads to assimilation among American 
Jews (I want to be clear that Pew, a leading source of data 
on contemporary Jews in the U.S., Israel and globally and 
a non-advocacy fact tank, did not put forth this reading of 
the data). The reason this might make sense: In a diverse, 
open society, education can draw people away from their 
particular group and its ways of life. Highly educated Jews, 
it seems, may be more likely to distance themselves from 
some traditional Jewish practices.

But that interpretation would be narrow and incomplete. It 
turns out that sometimes secular education is linked to assim-
ilation, sometimes to connectivity and sometimes to neither.   

Using data from its landmark 2013 survey of U.S. Jews, 
Pew showed that college-educated Jews are less likely than 
Jews without a college degree to believe in God with abso-
lute certainty and less likely to affirm that religion is very 
important to them. Partly accounting for these differences, 

College doesn’t turn Jews away 
from Judaism

Pew noted, are Orthodox Jews, who are more religious 
and tend to have lower levels of secular schooling than 
non-Orthodox Jews. But even when non-Orthodox Jews 
only are examined, the more educated are less religious.

My own analysis of the same survey data confirmed 
Pew’s findings and more. Jews with a college degree are 
also less likely to keep kosher at home, to refrain from 
handling money on Shabbat, to report that all or most of 
their close friends are Jewish, and to say that being Jewish 
is very important to them. (Note: I analyzed Jews 30 and 
older because by that age most people have either gone to 
college or decided not to).

These data points may be particularly troubling because 
secular education has been one of the prime engines of 
Jewish social, political and economic success in America. 
Could it be that higher education, that storied upside of 
American Jewish life, has a serious downside, too?

Fortunately, the answer is no.
Jewish life is multifaceted. It encompasses religion, 

ethnicity and culture. It spans family, local community and 
global peoplehood. It has attitudinal and behavioral aspects. 

Intersectionality’s demonization of Jews
Unsurprisingly, liberal Jews have responded with weak-

ness and confusion. Days before the Women’s March, The 
Forward published an op-ed literally titled “Why Jewish 
Feminism Should Embrace, Not Fear, Intersectionality.” 
The Anti-Defamation League, having written glowingly of 
intersectionality and the Women’s March on its official blog, 
appears not to have any response at all. Benjamin Gladstone, 
like any true believer, argued in the Tablet that the fault lies 
not with intersectionality, but with flawed intersectionalists.

Intersectionality, however, isn’t about fairness or rights. It’s 
about group power. Intersectionality promotes group rights 
based on group grievances. It’s a tool for dividing our country 
by focusing on our differences rather than on our commonalities. 
It inevitably turns politics into a hate-fueled group shoving 
match, and we’re always the smallest group in the room.

History shows that we lose when societies fragment into 
warring tribes. In a country where Jews have thrived, and 
in a world where Israel is an economic, technological and 
military marvel, it’s no wonder we don’t fit in.

Gladstone’s argument that the intersectionality move-
ment should deal with anti-Zionism and antisemitism falls 
flat. His appeal is to fairness, not to interest. Most other 
groups don’t really care about fairness, and the Palestinian 
activists detest Jews.

Some on the left have attempted to circumvent the 
problem through traditional liberal means. They propose to 
continue looking for allies among other identity groups, as 
Jews always have, but to do so outside of intersectionality. 
They aim to recreate the old civil rights alliance with new 
Asian, Hispanic and Muslim membership. Both Mark 
Yudof, president emeritus of the University of California 
system, and David Bernstein, CEO of the Jewish Council 
for Public Affairs, champion this approach.

Though superficially more politically astute, they offer 
nothing more than Gladstone. Practical intersectionality 
is about power, and neither Yudof nor Bernstein offer any 
compelling incentives for these other groups to abandon 
their Muslim and anti-Israel allies. Neither do they offer any 
mechanism aside from “education.” Instead of recapturing 
their movement from antisemites, they merely put Jews in 
a bidding war for friends.

The right answer isn’t to beg for scraps from such a 
movement. It’s to walk away from it entirely.

The genius of America is to recognize only individ-
ual rights while promoting voluntary communities. The 
genius of Israel is to take that to the national level. Our 
post-Holocaust history validates those ideas and repudiates 
everything intersectionality stands for.

Intersectionality is a step backwards for Jews. In “Mak-
ing It,” his professional memoir of Jewish intellectual life 
in the 1950s and ‘60s, Norman Podhoretz contrasts the 
more radical first generation of the 1930s and ‘40s with 
the generation that followed. The buzzword of the first 
generation was “alienation” – alienation from and hostility 
to America. The second generation, liberal, but not rad-
ical, sought acceptance of Jewish culture as a legitimate 
American construct.

Walking away from intersectionality doesn’t mean 
walking away from allies and friends who are in trouble. It 
means inviting them to succeed on the same terms that we 
have – the way Americans have always succeeded – and 
helping them to do so.

It may even mean finding new allies, like the white 
working class described in J.D. Vance’s “Hillbilly Elegy” 
– a demographic that comprised a substantial portion of 
President Donald Trump’s voting bloc. Such an alliance 
isn’t as bizarre as it might seem at first blush; Podhoretz 
notes that during his U.S. Army service, his best friends 
were hillbilly southerners.

Among activist groups and on hostile college campus-
es, this formula may be a tough sell. But they aren’t our 
friends, anyway. The best way to rob intersectionalists of 
their power is to demonstrate just how little they have to 
offer the communities they ostensibly represent.

Joshua Sharf is a fellow with the Haym Salomon Center 
and head of the PERA project at the Independence Institute. 
Follow him on Twitter @joshuasharf.

By Joshua Sharf
JNS.org

In the Venn diagram of intersectionality, one group 
doesn’t intersect the others.

“Intersectionality” is the left-wing word of the day. Ac-
ademically, it means various identity-based “oppressions” 
overlap and interact to reinforce each other. Practically, it 
means various “oppressed” groups must stick together. 
Having graduated from the academy to the street, it has 
become the social justice warrior version of the early labor 
movement’s One Big Industrial Union.

Skeptics argue that a coalition organized around iden-
tity-group power would eventually come to tears over 
conflicting grievances. After all, there are only so many 
redistributed taxes, political appointments and endowed 
chairs to go around.

So far, though, it’s mostly Jews who are getting shut out 
by progressives and their anti-Israel supporters who post fake 
eviction notices and decry “Jewish privilege.” Beginning with 
the Ferguson riots, the Black Lives Matter movement has been 
infiltrated by militant anti-Zionists, who have now used Black 
History Month as a platform for their hate. Linda Sarsour, a 
lead organizer of the Women’s March, seeks to isolate Jews 
from feminism, calling it incompatible with Zionism.

See “College” on page 8
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OF NOTE

Kirschen
Bryan Kirschen, assistant professor of Spanish and 

linguistics at Binghamton University, was just named as 
one of The Jewish Week’s “36 Under 36” for 2017.

Kirschen, originally from Queens, has received several 
advanced degrees in linguistics, including from Stony 
Brook and UCLA. He has taught Ladino to students in 
Los Angeles, and helped produce the documentary “Saved 
by Language.”

He currently teaches Judeo-Spanish/Ladino at BU.

Loew
Jake Loew, son of Jeffrey and Ani Loew of Binghamton, 

was named a first team All-America by the American Base-
ball Coaches Association and a third team All-America by 
D3baseball.com. Loew, a senior at Shenandoah University, 
led the SU team in extra base hits and home runs. He was 
selected as the ODAC Player of the Week two times and 
to the D3baseball.com Team of the Week once. He finished 
his college baseball career second all-time in triples, tied 
for eighth in home runs and eighth in RBI.

Lieberman
Ilana Lieberman, daughter of Debra Saltzman and Glenn 

Lieberman, graduated summa cum laude from SUNY Fre-
donia with two B.F.A. degrees – one in acting and one in 
dance. She has accepted a contract with Disney Cruise Lines 
as a main stage performer on Disney’s Fantasy cruise ship 
in the East and West Caribbean. She will be training at the 
Disney Cruise Line Training Institute in Toronto, Canada.

The Binghamton Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
will host the People of Blessing Service as part of PRIDE 
Month on Wednesday, June 14, at 7 pm. The service 
seeks to affirm diversity in the community, “lifting up 
the common thread amongst us and affirming people of 
all sexual orientations and gender identities,” according 
to program organizers.

Binghamton Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
to host People of Blessing Interfaith Service

The theme for this year’s service will be “God is Still 
Speaking.” The service will include music, readings, 
speakers and a shared blessing by community clergy. 
The offering for the event will go to support the annual 
service and other programs of the PRIDE Coalition.

All are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be 
provided following the service. The Binghamton 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation is located next 
to Lourdes Hospital at 183 Riverside Dr., Bingham-
ton. For more information, contact Carol Gallagher 
at gallagher592@twc.com, Reverend Douglas Tay-
lor at dtaylor@uubinghamton.org or Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell at Temple Concord at 723-7355 or 
rabbigoldmanwartell@gmail.com.

Israeli startups are driving the car technology 
revolution  –  here’s how

A simulation of cars using Autotalks’ vehicle-to-vehicle communication system. (Screenshot 
from YouTube)

Tel Aviv-based StoreDot claims to be developing 
an electric vehicle battery that can be recharged in five 
minutes – that’s compared to the hours that are typically 
required today. The company says a single charge would 
run a car for about 300 miles – farther than almost any 
electric vehicle now on the market and nearly as much as 
a gasoline-powered car. StoreDot recently demonstrated 
proof of the concept on a single battery cell, and previously 
recharged a smartphone in 30 seconds.

Electroad thinks its can do away with plugs altogether. 
At its headquarters in Caesarea, the company has devel-
oped an under-the-pavement wireless technology that 
recharges electric vehicles while they drive. With “induc-
tive charging,” vehicles can carry lighter, less expensive 
batteries – and never have to stop to recharge. Israel’s 
government is working with Electroad to build a half-mile 
public bus route in Tel Aviv using its technology. If the 
planned 2018 launch goes well, there are plans for more 
routes, starting with an 11-mile shuttle between the city 
of Eilat and the Ramon International Airport in the south.

 � Navigate by “sight”
Mobileye provides most of the world’s driver-assistance 

technology. That includes the sensors – mainly cameras, 
lidar lasers and radar – and computing power that cars 
need to “see” the road. And the company is working with 
Intel and others to roll out a test fleet of 40 self-driving 
vehicles later this year. But car vision is still far from 
20/20, and some Israeli startups apparently think they 

can do better. Innoviz Technologies, located in Kfar Saba, 
and Vayavision, from Or Yehuda, are both developing 
their own lidar laser systems, which use light and radar 
to determine distance.

Meanwhile, Oryx Vision promises “nano antenna” 
sensors that perform 50 times better and cost much less 
than the technologies used by Mobileye. Last October, the 
Petach Tikvah-based startup raised $17 million in its first 
round of funding. If all goes well, it anticipates seeing its 
See “Startups” on page 11
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Sunday CLOSED  

the executive director of EcoMotion, a networking group 
for transportation technology companies in Israel that is 
organizing the conference. “The idea is ultimately to make 
deals, and I can tell you we’ve had a lot of success stories 
in the past.”

Israel in recent years has become an unlikely center 
for automotive innovation – it has no car manufacturing 
to speak of, and the country is notorious for its bad driv-
ers. It started with the electric car company Better Place, 
which in spite of its high-profile bankruptcy in May 2013 is 
credited with putting Israel’s automotive tech scene on the 
map. The next month, Google bought the Raanana-based 
mapping company Waze for $1 billion. And in March of 
this year, Intel agreed to acquire the self-driving car tech-
nology powerhouse Mobileye, located in Jerusalem, for a 
record $15 billion. BMW, Ford, General Motors, Honda, 
Uber, Volkswagen and Volvo have also invested in Israeli 
technology since 2016.

Now that they have the world’s attention, Israeli en-
trepreneurs have shifted into overdrive. According to 
Zeno-Zamasky, at least 550 startups now work in the 
country’s transportation technology industry. Here are 
some of the revolutionary things those attending the fifth 
annual EcoMotion conference are trying to make cars do.

 � Run on electricity with little or no charging
The era of the electric vehicle has officially arrived. A couple 

million plug-in cars are now whirring along roads across the 
globe, consuming a third as much energy as their gasoline-pow-
ered counterparts. Pulling over to recharge them, however, is a 
buzzkill. So Israeli startups are working on ways to make the 
pit stops faster and less frequent – or even unnecessary.

By Andrew Tobin
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Is-

raeli startups were revving 
their engines ahead of 
the country’s largest-ever 
“smart transportation” 
event. More than 200 lo-
cal companies working in 
transportation technology 
were at the EcoMotion 
Conference in May at the 
Peres Center for Peace in 
Jaffa. The plan was to give 
auto industry giants a look 
under the hood of “Startup 
Nation.”

“ C o m p a n i e s  f r o m 
around the world want to see 
what’s happening in Israel,” 
said Lior Zeno-Zamasky, 
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Jews and the Caribbean

Exterior of Shaare Shalom Synagogue in Kingston, Jamaica
Beth Haim Blenheim Cemetery, Curacoa (with oil refinery 
in background)

When most people think about Jewish immigration to 
the New World, they focus on North America. However, 
the first colonies to include a Jewish population were 
located in the Caribbean. In fact, among the Caribbean 
firsts were the first synagogue in the New World, the first 
rabbi and the first Jewish cemetery. “Jewish Treasures of 
the Caribbean: The Legacy of Judaism in the New World,” 
(Schiffer Publishing) explores this history with essays by 
Stanley Mirvis, Ph.D., and a foreword by Jonathan D. Sarna, 
Ph.D. Although the essays are well done, the true stars of 
the book are the gorgeous photographs by Wyatt Gallery.

Gallery, whose mother was Jewish and whose father 
was Catholic-turned-Quaker, discover the Jewish Carib-
bean during a photojournalism assignment. He became 
fascinated by the Jewish history of the area and decided 
See “Caribbean” on page 5
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of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary of 
State was May 4, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is
 SHAMROCK STRENGTH AND
 CONDITIONING LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is AUGUST
 06, 2008. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or
 her is: 126 EAST SERVICE
 ROAD, BINGHAMTON, NEW
 YORK 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
Not ice of  Format ion of  DCJS 
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/04/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 180 Harrington Rd., 
Johnson City, NY  13790.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: I See The Lake, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was May 16, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

___________________________

Notice of Formation of
CR Land, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/14/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, c/o Leasure, Gow, Munk 
& Rizzuto, 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Synchronized Solutions, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 4/7/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Buffalo, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 4/10/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is The Myers
 Center for Applied Research
 and Development, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is May 2,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail 
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 222 Knapp Road,
 Binghamton, NY 13905.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
KOSTAS NY LLC,Art.of Org.filed 
NY DOS 1/15/15,Broo Co.S/S C/O 
The LLC 46-06 28th Ave.,Astoria,NY 
11103.To engage in any lawful act 
or activity.Perpetual existence.Full 
indemnification.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: MRL Ventures V, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 

NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Bee Bop 
Clubhouse, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/18/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 337 State Line Rd., 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Greensboro, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 5/19/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Fairlawn, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/19/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Wilmington, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
4/26/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is MJD Real
 Estate Holdings, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is May 26,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail 
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him
 or her is: 2134 E. Hamton Road,
 Binghamton, NY 13903.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 R J Sigler Construction LLC.

2. The date of filing of the
 Articles of Organization with
 the Secretary of State is
 May 19, 2017. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of the
 State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the
 LLC upon whom process
 against it may be served. 
 The post office address to
 which the Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC
 served upon him or her is: PO
 Box 1315, Binghamton, New
 York 13902.

5. The character or purpose
 of the business of the LLC is
 any purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Garfield Avenue Endicott 
Properties, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles of 
Organization of the Company with the 
Secretary of State was May 24, 2017. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. 
Mead, 80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.

______________________

Notice is hereby given that a license, 
number pending for liquor, wine, beer 
and cider has been applied for by the 
undersigned to sell liquor, wine, beer 
and cider at retail in a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law at 135 Washington 
Street, Binghamton, NY 13901, 
Broome County for on premises 
consumption.

Undersigned
JAM135 Ventures, Inc.
______________________

Notice of Formation of MC DIP 
Funding, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/17/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Naby 
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/12/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 337 Stateline Rd., Vestal, 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
SECTION 206

DCW ENTERPRISES NY LLC a 
domestic LLC, filed with SSNY on 
3/20/17. BROOME County, SSNY 
is DDI as agent upon whom proc. 
Agst. the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any proc. Agst. 
The LLC to 25 German Cross Rd., 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
___________________________

NOTICE

Name of LLC: JBM Products, LLC.  
Articles of Organization filed with NY 
Dept. of State on 04/19/2017.  Office 
Location: Broome County.  Sec. of 
State designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process 
to principal business location: PO 
Box 122, Johnson City, NY 13790.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.
___________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is LARRY
 LEROY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 22, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: One
 Commerce Plaza-99
 Washington Ave., Suite 805,
 Albany, NY 12210-2822.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
___________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is MURRAY
 MONKEY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 28,
 2017. 

3.  The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: One
 Commerce Plaza-99
 Washington Ave., Suite 805,
 Albany, NY 12210-2822.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.



June 9-15, 2017 Page 5 - The Reporter

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

Interior of Shaare Shalom Synagogue in Kingston, Jamaica 
(photographs by Wyatt Gallery)

to photograph the sacred sites that remained. The book 
includes photographs from Curacao, Aruba, Suriname, 
Barbados, Jamaica, Nevis, St. Eustatius, St. Thomas and St. 
Croix. Most of them focus on Jewish buildings (primarily 
synagogues) and cemeteries.

Mirvis gives a short overview of the history of the area 
in his introductory essay, noting that the Caribbean was 
originally colonized by Sephardic Jews, many of whom 
left Europe after the Spanish Inquisition and the expulsion 
of Jews from Spain and Portugal. He also discusses the 
Dutch connection to these communities, which created trade 

Caribbean Continued from page 4
opportunities between Jewish merchants in the Caribbean 
and those in Europe. Although the communities thrived in 
the Colonial Era, by the 20th century, they greatly decreased 
and few Jews now live in the area.

Many of the photographs are breathtaking, whether 
Gallery is focusing on a specific detail or offering a pan-
oramic view. They also highlight some customs not found 
in North America. For example, many synagogue floors 
were covered with sand. Among the possible explanations 
for the custom are 1) that the sand helped muffle the sound 
of Hebrew prayers during the Spanish Inquisition, 2) that 
it serves as a reminder of the biblical Exodus through the 
wilderness or 3) it protected the buildings from fire caused 
by the dripping of the hundreds of candles that lit the rooms.

The designs featured on tombstones are also different. 
What is normally called a pirate skull and crossbones in this 
case represents death and human fragility, as does a design 
showing a branch being chopped from a tree. Sometimes 
an angel holds the ax; other times a hand from heaven, 
representing God, performs the task.

“Jewish Treasures of the Caribbean” is less a history 
than a stunning pictorial of the Jewish treasures remaining 
in this region. This work would be a perfect gift for anyone 
who loves photography and for those interested in learning 
more about an important, but almost forgotten, chapter in 
New World Jewish history.

Deciphering the past

By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – Coinciding with the May 14 Lag B’Omer 

holiday and its celebrations marked with bonfires across 
Israel, the Israel Antiquities Authority revealed the recent 
discovery of an ancient stone slab used to ignite fires.

The stone was discovered about a week before the Lag 
B’Omer festivities in an archaeological dig 25 miles from 
Jerusalem, near Ramat Beit Shemesh. The dig was funded 

Ancient fire-making stone discovered in Israel

A 9,000-year-old stone slab, recently discovered in Israel, that 
was used to ignite fires. (Photo by Israel Antiquities Authority)

by Israel’s National Transport Infrastructure Company, and 
was part of preparations for infrastructure work on one of 
Israel’s main roads.

The rare 9,000-year-old stone is an “extraordinary find,” 
said excavation manager Anna Eirich-Rose. “The ancient 
people of the New Stone Age prepared these thick slabs 
of limestone with two indentations. Some thought that 
we might have discovered a primitive board game, but 

By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – Amid the celebrations making the 50th 

anniversary of Jerusalem’s reunification the week of May 
24, the Israel Antiquities Authority and the Israel Nature 
and Parks Authority unveiled evidence of the battle of 
Jerusalem that took place before the destruction of the 
Second Temple 2,000 years ago. 

Arrowheads and stone ballista balls fired by catapults 
were uncovered on the main road that ascended from the 
city’s gates and the Pool of Siloam to the Jewish Temple, 
the IAA said on May 25. The artifacts, excavated with 
the financial support of the City of David Society, tell 
the story of the final battle between the Roman army and 
Jewish rebels that ended with the destruction of the Second 
Temple and the rest of ancient Jerusalem, events that are 
described by historian Flavius Josephus.

Evidence of battle of Jerusalem 2,000 years ago unveiled
“Josephus’ descriptions of the battle in the lower city 

come face-to-face for the first time with evidence that was 
revealed in the field in a clear and chilling manner,” said 
Nahshon Szanton and Moran Hagbi, directors of the IAA 
excavation, in a joint statement.

“Stone ballista balls fired by catapults, used to bom-
bard Jerusalem during the Roman siege of the city, were 
discovered in the excavations. Arrowheads, used by the 
Jewish rebels in the hard-fought battles against the Roman 
legionnaires, were found exactly as described by Josephus,” 
the directors added.

At right: Stone ballista balls that were discovered in the 
archaeological excavation providing evidence of the battle 
of Jerusalem that was fought 2,000 years ago. (Photo by 
Clara Amit, courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority)

Community Calendar
The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.” Updates or additions of 
events for the calendar can be made by contacting the 
Federation through its website (click on “calendar” and 
then “click here to request a change to the calendar”) 
or by calling 724-2332.

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

Binghamton Area
Two parcels to be auctioned by New York State.

Cathedral style church with some original finishes.
School building with space suitable for classroom or office use.

Open house dates and times:
6/15, 6/26 at 1:00 PM to 3:30 PM.
6/16, 6/27 at 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

For information, call the New York State Office of
General Services at 518-474-2195 or access www.nysstore.com.

Minimum bid: $10,000

according to researchers from the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, the slabs were used to ignite fire,” Eirich-Rose 
said, adding, “The mechanism enabled the user to rotate a 
tree branch in the indentations at a very high speed, which 
combined with a flammable material inside the indentation, 
would lead to ignition.”

Ten similar stones used for making fires, from the same 
era, are housed at the IAA’s National Treasures Department.

Other items discovered during the dig included flint 
tools, animal bones and a fragment from a bracelet.
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Camp becomes the endless summer – thanks to social 
media and smartphones

Sophie Golden, in back in striped shirt and headband, uses social media to coordinate 
meet-ups with her camp friends. (Photo by Davina Golden)

By Josefin Dolsten
(JTA) – For 12-year-old Sophie Golden, 

camp is “kind of like a different world,” 
where electronics are a no-go and her bunk-
mates feel more like sisters than friends. 
When she misses that feeling during the 
year, there’s an easy way to get it back, even 
if just for a fleeting moment – by checking 
her phone.

That camp feeling “is coming back a little 
bit, but the second I stop texting, it goes 
away,” said Golden, who attends Beber Camp, 
a Jewish summer camp in Mukwonago, WI. 
She said she never worries at the end of the 
summers about losing touch because she and 
most of her camp friends stay in constant 
contact in group chats and on Snapchat, the 
photo messaging application.

Though camp has traditionally been a 

summer-only experience, the increased use 
of social media and technology by kids is 
changing that – and camps are catching on. 
“For our campers, that camp experience 
of being connected to your camp friends 
never ends, it doesn’t just last eight weeks 
of the summer anymore,” said Jamie Lake, 
who serves as marketing manager for the 
Jewish Community Centers of Chicago’s 
two overnight camps and nine day camps.

That’s a positive as Lake sees it. “I think 
it’s fantastic,” she told JTA. “Anything that 
we can do to keep the positive feeling of 
Jewish overnight camp going longer than 
just the summer is a benefit, not only to our 
camp programs but really to our campers 
and their families.”

And the JCC Chicago camps rely on social 
media, too, in keeping campers connected, 

such as using Facebook’s live streaming 
service in order to broadcast reunions to 
campers who cannot attend.

Social media also provides a way for 
campers to hang out – virtually, that is. 
Camps Airy and Louise, Jewish brother-sister 

overnight camps in Thurmont and Cascade, 
MD, organize year-round events that campers 
can attend by logging onto Facebook and 
Instagram. During Chanukah, the camp ran 
a scavenger hunt in which campers were 
See “Camp” on page 8

By Curt Schleier
(JTA) – The first thing Carl Reiner does every morning 

is pick up the paper and read the obituary section to check 
if he’s named there. “If I’m not, I’ll have my breakfast,” or 
so he says in the charming and appropriately titled HBO 
documentary “If You’re Not in the Obit, Eat Breakfast.”

Then the 95-year-old actor, writer and director, the 
creator of the “Dick Van Dyke Show” – “my greatest 
achievement,” he tells JTA – goes to his computer to work 
on his latest project, a book. In fact, that’s what he was doing 
when a reporter calls to talk about the film and their shared 
genesis in the Bronx (and not necessarily in that order).

Reiner, however, is not entirely in a reflective mood 
and dismisses the invitation to reminisce. “You know,” he 
says, “I wrote three books about growing up in the Bronx.’

Instead, he quickly brings the conversation into the 
present. “It’s funny you mention the [Loew’s] Paradise 

Carl Reiner in the 
HBO documentary 
“If You’re Not in the 
Obit, Eat Breakfast.” 
(Photo courtesy of 
HBO)

Mel Brooks, left, and Norman Lear, center, with Carl 
Reiner in “If You’re Not in the Obit, Eat Breakfast.” (Photo 
courtesy of HBO)

Carl Reiner, 95, dishes his secrets to longevity
[Theater on the Grand Concourse]. While we’re 
talking, I’m working with a graphic designer,” 
he says. “We’re putting together a book of 
posters of movies that influenced me as I was 
growing up. Movies and TV moved me more 
than anything. Eddie Cantor. Jack Benny. Fibber 
McGee and Molly.”

The book – tentatively titled “Carl Reiner 
Alive at 95 Recalling Movies He Loved” – is 
one of several recently published or in the works 
in his crowded pipeline. These include a newly 
released children’s book, “You Say God Bless 
You for Sneezing and Farting,” and the forth-
coming memoir “Too Busy to Die.”

Staying busy is one of the bromides offered 
in the the heartwarming HBO film Reiner hosts. 
The idea for “If You’re Not in the Obit” perco-
lated from an obituary Reiner read for actress 
Polly Bergen, who died in 2014 at age 84. “It 

A funny bone is one thing that almost all the 
people interviewed had in common. For exam-
ple, the late Fyvush Finkel – who was 92 when 
he was interviewed in 2015 – says, “There’s 
nothing more boring than a clean old man.”

Kirk Douglas, 100, speaks about how his wife 
urged him to go on the road with a one-man show 
to show how he was recovering from a stroke. 
“What does an actor who can’t talk wait for? 
Silent pictures to come back?” he asks.

They also shared a zest for life, a joie de vivre. 
Among those interviewed were 93-year-old 
Harriette Thompson, the oldest woman ever to 
finish a marathon, and Jim “Pee-Wee” Martin, 
who fought in D-Day and still parachutes today.

The film doesn’t provide a definitive answer to 
living a long life. “I think it’s partly your genes,” 
Reiner says. “Also, it’s your environment. Also, 
if you have a funny bone; if you grew up in a 

See “Reiner” on page 11

For more information or to register, please call 724-2417.ForFor momore re re infinformormatiation on n or oo to registster,er,er, plpleasease ce ce callalll 727724-24 2417777..

JCC Co-ed Summer Sports Camps
Back To Basics Competitive Swim Camp
Aug. 14 - 18 • Ages 8 – 15  •  Time:  9 am – 3:30 pm
Join USA certi�ed swim coach, Jamie Burns and JCC Aquatics Coordinator Elizabeth Haley in this camp 
built around four principals: swimming e�ciently, training e�ectively, working as a team, and having fun. 
The cornerstone of this camp is a dedication to helping campers improve each of the four strokes when it 
comes to technique and race strategy. There will be exercises and drills inside and outside of the pool. Each 
Camper must bring lunch, sneakers, water bottle, bathing suit and towel. Fee: $175/$125 JCC Members

Step Up Your Game Basketball Camp
June 26 - 30 • Ages: 10 - 14 •  Time: 9 am - 3:30 pm
This camp will give attention to individual skill improvement and team based activity with daily
contests and competitions. Dan Whalen will lead a fun-�lled week of basketball! Participants need
to bring their own lunch. Fee: $150/$100 JCC Members • includes a t-shirt and ball

NBA Week
Dates: August 14 - 18 • Ages 11 - 14 • Time: 9 am - 3:30 pm
Dan Whalen and his team of coaches will lead a week of basketball! This camp will be a week long 
tournament �lled with games and activities. Players will be put into their teams by their coaches on 
the �rst day. Along with the tournament will be activities based on skill improvement. Participants need 
to bring their own lunch and swimming daily will be o�ered. Fee: $150/$100 JCC Members • includes a t-shirt

Little Stars Basketball Camp
Dates: August 21 - 25 • Ages 5 - 10 •  Times: 9 - 11 am
This camp teaches players the skills and attitude necessary to be successful in basketball. Our drills and 
exercises will guide in developing motor skills and coordination. Includes many skill-building activities, 
competitions and games! $100/$50 JCC Members • includes t-shirt

Nothing But Net Shooting Camp
Dates: August 21 - 25 • Ages 11 - 15 • Time: 1 - 4 pm
This camp is an action packed afternoon of basketball. Our coaches will take the group through 
di�erent aspects of scoring throughout the week. Each day we will then incorporate the skills learned 
into games and competitions. The group will be divided appropriately according to age and skill level. 
$100/$50 JCC Members • includes t-shirt

scared the bejeebers out of me,’ he says in the film.
The obit, Reiner goes on, stayed with him. “How come 

we got the extra years and we’re thriving?’ he wondered.
So at the suggestion of his nephew, the producer George 

Shapiro, Reiner set out to find what keeps some old people 
young. For example, he visits 102-year-old Ida Keeling, 
who does push-ups and jogs daily. She started running at 
67 to overcome depression resulting from the drug-related 
murders of her two sons.

Among others appearing in the film are Patricia Morrison, 
101, who starred in the original productions of “Kiss Me 
Kate” and “The King and I”; comic actress Betty White, 
95; and fashion icon Iris Apfel, 94. “People ask me where 
I get my vitality,” Apfel says, “and to tell you the truth, I 
don’t have a clue.”

family with a sense of humor.”
For Reiner, at least, religion or spirituality hasn’t played 

much of a role in his longevity. He didn’t attend Hebrew 
school growing up. “I got a bootleg bar mitzvah,” he says. 
“An old Jew taught me just enough to sneak by.”

Reiner’s spirituality hasn’t increased much with age – his 
belief in a higher power was a casualty of World War II. “Six 
million people died in the Holocaust and six million others 
yelling to God, ‘Please stop this f***er,’ and He didn’t.”

Reiner does, however, point to family and friendships 
as an important aspect of achieving old age, noting in the 
film, “The key to longevity is to interact with other people.”

His support system includes multiple Emmy Award 
winner Norman Lear and longtime buddy Mel Brooks. If 
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Tips for sending kids to camp
(NU) – With hot weather on its way, you can bet your kids are 

ready to get out of school for summer vacation. How do you plan 
to keep them entertained for three months? If you decide to send 
your child to summer camp, here are a few things to consider:

 � For young children, camps within a few minutes of your 
workplace are best in case of emergencies.

 � Do campers spend most of their days outside? Do they have 
naps and snacks? Make sure the amount of “rest time” is appro-
priate for your child’s age. If it’s an away camp, make sure you 
are comfortable with the level of risk some activities may have.

 � Away camps will have dining halls, but not all day camps 
provide lunches. Check into the camp’s lunch program, 
especially if your child is on a special diet.

 � For kids who are planning to go away for a week or more, some 
of the essentials include hiking boots, sleeping bags, flashlights, 
mosquito repellant and lots of underwear, socks and t-shirts. Make 
sure your child has a few items from home, such as a teddy bear, 
a pillow or a favorite picture of you or a pet to take with him.

By Josefin Dolsten
NEW YORK (JTA) – When Michael 

Twitty dressed in the outfit that slaves wore 
in the American South – wool stockings, 
waistcoat and kerchief tied around his neck 
– to cook meat in an open-hearth oven on a 
historic Virginia plantation, more than one 
memory of slavery flashed through his mind. 
One memory, of his African-American 
ancestors in the South, seems obvious. The 
other, of Jews enslaved thousands of years 
ago in Egypt, perhaps less so.

Cooking on the Virginia plantation as 
part of his research into black and Southern 
foodways, the African-American Jew by 
choice thought of the Passover injunction 
that each Jew remember the Exodus from 
Egypt as if he or she had been there. And 
passing by a colonial-style house near the 
historic plantation brought to mind both 
slavery and Nazi concentration camps.

In 2012, Twitty embarked on a “South-
ern Discomfort Tour” to trace the history 
of his black ancestors through food. On 
the journey, which he documents in his 
forthcoming book, “The Cooking Gene: A 
Journey Through African-American Culi-
nary History in the Old South,” he also saw 
parallels to Jewish history.

The book, which is set for publication 
in August, explores the history of soul food 
and its relationship to the larger category of 
Southern cuisine. It also documents Twitty’s 
personal journey as he learns about his an-
cestors’ fates, works on historic plantations 
and takes DNA tests to learn more about 
his heritage.

The 40-year-old former Hebrew school 
teacher, food writer and creator of the food 
blog Afroculinaria also writes about his 
Jewish journey in the book, and it turns 
out that – no surprise here! – food plays 
a big role. “How I became Jewish began 

Michael Twitty spoke at the annual Food 
Book Fair in New York City on May 13. 
(Photo by Clay Williams)

How this African-American Jew uses cooking to 
fuse his two identities

through food,” Twitty told JTA during an 
interview in the lobby of a trendy New York 
hotel. His Christian mother, whom Twitty 
describes in his book as “the best challah 
braider I have ever known,” introduced him 
to the Shabbat staple early on. At the age 
of 7, Twitty, who grew up in the suburbs 
of Washington, DC, declared himself to 
be Jewish. “[T]here are some things that 
science cannot explain, it’s a calling, it’s a 
connection, it’s above us,” Twitty said of 
his childhood interest in Judaism.

Food continued to inform his Jewish jour-
ney, which culminated in his conversion at 
25. He chose a Sephardi Mizrahi synagogue 
because he found it the most welcoming as a 
person of color – and because of its culinary 
traditions. “[T]he food was better – and [you 
can eat] rice on Pesach,” he said, referring 
to the Sephardi custom of eating rice and 
other legumes from which Ashkenazic Jews 
abstain during Passover.

Asked to describe himself, Twitty invents 
a new word: “Afro-ashke-phardi.”

“I feel African-American brings in the 
Southern, brings in the mixture of heritage 
that is African-American and African Dias-
pora,” he said. “I feel like the Ashkenazi, I 
really do appeal to Chasidic culture, dabbled 
with it before in my life. And Sephardic 
and Mizrahi heritage will always be a part 
of me because it’s where I converted, in a 
Sephardic and Mizrahi synagogue.”

The kitchen also served as a place for 
Twitty to discover another identity: as a 
gay man. “There was a lot of gay culture 
in our kitchen,” Twitty writes, citing the 
show tunes that family members would 
play while cooking. The kitchen was also 
the place where he first came out to his 
mother and aunt.

Twitty’s background is reflected in his 
unique takes on traditional Jewish food. A 
Shabbat dinner at his house might include 
such dishes as “kosher soul-rolls” – spring 
rolls stuffed with collared greens and pastra-
mi – and Senegalese chicken soup featuring 
matzah balls and peanut butter.

The food writer keeps a kosher kitchen, 
but that doesn’t stop him from cooking soul 
food dishes featuring pork or catfish on the 
outside. He relies on tasters to ensure the 
food is delicious, so he doesn’t have to eat 
the non-kosher ingredients.

That workaround is symbolic of Twitty’s 
larger approach to his different identities. 
Instead of pitting them against each other 
or prioritizing one over another, Twitty 
embraces the nuances that come along 
with belonging to different communities. 
“It’s not a hierarchy, it’s a circle, and in 
that circle are all these different elements 
that work together like a chain, and if one 
of them is broken, there is no circle, it’s 
incomplete,” he said.

After “The Cooking Gene” is pub-
lished this summer, Twitty hopes to do a 
similar project about his Jewish identity, 
which he said will “probably” amount to 
a second book. 

“I’m even more convinced now that in 
addition to going to Medinat Yisrael, people 
need to go to Europe,” he said, referring to 
the state of Israel in Hebrew. “[O]ne of the 
things that got me [is] all those gravestones 
that were turned upside down, all those 
shtetls that used to exist. You’ve got to see 
it with your own eyes because you’ve got 
to know and understand and feel it in your 
gut: This is where the debt was paid so I 
could exist.”

L o d z  G h e t t o 
photographs exhibit

The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston will holding the exhibit “Memory 
Unearthed: The Lodz Ghetto Photographs 
of Henryk Ross” through July 30. It offers 
a glimpse of life inside the Lodz Ghetto 
during its existence from 1940-44, through 
the lens of Polish Jewish photojournalist 
Henryk Ross (1910-91). It features more 
than 200 of Ross’ photographs. The images 
are accompanied by artifacts, including 
Ross’ own identity card, and ghetto notices. 
An album of contact prints, handcrafted 
by Ross and shown in its entirety as the 
centerpiece of the exhibition, serves as a 
summation of his memories, capturing his 
personal narrative.

For more information, visit www.mfa.
org or call 617-267-9300.

Tommy Dempsey Net Results Basketball Camp prides itself in providing campers’ access to 
top quality coaches who are invested in the development of each individual attendee. 
Through leadership, teamwork, competitiveness and, most importantly a fun atmosphere, 
Tommy Dempsey Net Results Basketball Camp will encourage its campers to push 
themselves, work hard, have fun, and be great teammates.  Camp Stations include: ball 
handling, shooting, passing, half our o�ense plays, defense, rebounding, 1 on 1, 3 on 3, hot 
shot, free throws and, team games.

Camp Dates: June 26th-29th 
Camp Times: 9:00AM-3:00PM
Camp Location: Binghamton University Events Center & West Gym
Camp Address:
www.bubearcats.com/news/2017/4/27/mens-basketball-tommy-dempsey-net-results-camp.aspx
Contact Person: Pete Corasaniti

Coach Tommy Dempsey
SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMP
AT BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY EVENTS CENTER & WEST GYM

Please register at:
www.bubearcats.com/news/2017/4/27/mens-basketball-tommy-dempsey-net-results-camp.aspx

or contact Pete Corasaniti for more information at (607) 759-9326 or
corasani@binghamton.edu
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asked to photograph themselves wearing their camp shirts 
in various locations, and submit the pictures to the camps’ 
social media pages. Camps Airy and Louise also run online 
fantasy football leagues and March Madness brackets.

“If they’re going to be in a fantasy football league – some 
of them are probably already in three or four – why not be 
in a fantasy football league with camp?” said Jonathan Gerstl, 
the executive director at Camps Airy and Louise.

Golden’s camp, Beber Camp, organizes virtual events once 
a month during the year, such as “Beber Camp Shirt Day,” 
where campers are encouraged to post photos of themselves 
wearing a camp shirt on social media, and “Where in the 

Camp Continued from page 6
World is Beber?” where campers on winter break post photos 
of themselves around the world.

Brad Robinson, manager of customer experience and 
marketing at Beber Camp, said that anywhere from a few 
dozen to 200 kids – representing nearly a third of all camp-
ers – participate in the events.

Though Golden communicates with her camp friends 
on her smartphone at least once every other day, she still 
makes time for in-person meet-ups. In fact, during a recent 
phone call with JTA from her home in Chicago, Golden’s 
camp friends were messaging her to coordinate a visit to 
play laser tag.

Asked to imagine a world without cellphones, Golden 
said her relationships with camp friends would probably 
suffer. “I think we wouldn’t be as close in the summer and 
have as much to connect to,” she said.

Robinson of Beber Camp echoed Golden’s experience. “I 
think it [social media] definitely allows for deeper relationship 
building because they are just a few finger taps away from 
communicating with their friends,” he said. “It has allowed 
campers and staff to really further build those relationships, 
where in the past it was only when they saw each other in 

person, or they were maybe writing some slower mail or 
e-mails back and forth.”

And parents are catching on, too, using group chats to 
share letters they received from their children or ask each 
other questions. “Parents find out who’s in their child’s bunk 
and they exchange phone numbers and they start a group 
text to everybody,” Rabbi Joel Seltzer, executive director of 
Camp Ramah in the Poconos, a Conservative Jewish camp 
in Lakewood, PA, told JTA.

For other parents, social media provides not only a way 
to connect with their children’s camp experiences, but also 
to the camps they attended in their youth. This summer, 
Sophie Golden’s mother, Davina, will be attending a reunion 
for Herzl Camp in Webster, WI – her first reunion since she 
worked there as a counselor 25 years ago. Davina Golden 
said she probably would not be attending were it not for 
having connected with old camp friends on social media. “I 
lost touch with a lot of my friends,” she said, “but then since 
Facebook we all got in touch with each other.”

This article was made possible with funding by the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp. The story was produced inde-
pendently and at the sole discretion of JTA’s editorial team.

By looking further at the Pew survey data, we can see that 
in many cases college education has no association with 
assimilation. In other cases, higher education encourages 
Jewish connectivity, the very opposite of assimilation.

The data reveal that Jews with and without college 
degrees display many similar attitudes and behaviors. 
The two groups are just as likely to express pride in being 
Jewish, to have a strong sense of belonging to the Jewish 
people, to feel a special responsibility to Jews in need, to 
say it’s essential to them to be part of a Jewish commu-
nity and to be emotionally attached to Israel. In addition, 
they are just as likely to attend Jewish religious services 
monthly or more, to be able to converse in Hebrew, and, 
among those who are married, to have a Jewish spouse. 
On these measures, college education and assimilation do 
not go hand in hand.

The data also show that in some circumstances, higher 
education is associated with connections to other Jews 
and especially to Jewish organizations. College-educated 
Jews are more likely than their non-college educated 

counterparts to belong to synagogues and other types of 
Jewish organizations, to make donations to Jewish causes, 
to travel to Israel, to hold or attend Passover seders, and to 
fast on Yom Kippur. Here, higher education may promote 
increased Jewish connectivity (which elsewhere I have 
called cohesion), not assimilation.

These patterns intensify when non-Orthodox Jews 
are analyzed separately, as I (like Pew) did. Among the 
non-Orthodox, college education promotes connectivity 
on even more measures and assimilation on fewer.

So yes, higher education appears to make Jews less 
certain about the existence of God, less observant of some 
rituals, and less inclined to say religion and being Jewish 
are very important to them. It also appears to weaken 
Jewish friendship networks modestly. In these ways, then, 
education may contribute to assimilation.

But taking a broader view of the multiple connections 
Jews have to each other and Jewish life allows us to see a 
fuller picture. Secular education often has no relationship 
to assimilation; Jews with and without college degrees 

are remarkably similar to each other on numerous Jewish 
behaviors and attitudes. Meanwhile, those with college 
education are sometimes more connected to other Jews, 
Jewish organizations and Jewish life – that is, less assim-
ilated – than those with less secular schooling.

Higher education, responsible for so much American 
Jewish achievement and vitality, has no consistent, straight-
line relationship with assimilation. Instead, its association 
with assimilation and connectivity varies quite a bit.

Jews have a quip that conveys the complexity of Jewish 
life: “Jews are just like everyone else, only more so.” As 
this example shows, Jews with a college education are no 
exception. The complexity of their lives demands close 
examination. It deserves a rich and nuanced understanding. 
And it defies easy interpretation.

Laurence Kotler-Berkowitz, Ph.D., is senior director of 
research and analysis and director of the Berman Jewish 
DataBank, both at the Jewish Federations of North Amer-
ica. He served as an adviser to the Pew Research Center 
on its 2013 survey of U.S. Jews.

College Continued from page 2
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UNRWA apologizes for using picture of girl in Syria to 
demonize Israel

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(or UNRWA) apologized for using a photograph of a girl in a bombed-out Syrian building 
for a campaign to raise money for Palestinians in Gaza. The photo was used twice by 
the U.N. agency during fund-raising efforts and appeared on UNRWA’s website, Twitter 
account and Facebook page, where it was prominently displayed as the cover photo. The 
organization misrepresented the girl in the photo as a Palestinian child named “Aya” from 
Gaza, who had suffered at the hands of Israeli “occupation.” “Imagine being cut off from 
the world – for your whole life. That’s reality for children like Aya,” the caption on UNR-
WA’s post stated. “The blockade of Gaza began when she was a baby, the occupation in the 
West Bank before her parents were born. Now she is eleven, and the blockade goes on.” 
The Geneva-based group UN Watch had demanded that UNRWA Commissioner General 
Pierre Krahenbuhl apologize for “pretending the girl is a Gaza victim of Israeli actions.” 
UNRWA subsequently stated, “We had mistakenly posted an image from our archive of 
a child in Syria and had said that the child was in Gaza. The image has been replaced.”

Denmark follows Norway, demands Palestinians return 
funding over terror glorification

Denmark followed Norway in demanding the return of its state funding for a Pal-
estinian Authority-supported women’s youth center named after female terrorist Dalal 
Mughrabi. Danish Foreign Minister Anders Samuelsen said he is outraged that the 
Women’s Technical Affairs Committee, a Palestinian NGO “which claims to work for 
human rights,” has “not only glorified a terrorist but also abused the trust of a generous 
people like the Danish. ...It is completely unacceptable and I can’t distance myself 
strongly enough from it. Denmark and Danish tax kroner (the country’s currency) must 
under no circumstances be used for anything that glorifies or promotes terrorists in any 
way,” said Samuelsen, adding, “Therefore, we will now also demand that the WATC 
return the Danish aid.” Additionally, the Danish Foreign Ministry said it has ceased all 
cooperation with the “Martyr Dalal Mughrabi Center” due to the center’s withholding of 
“crucial information” about its namesake, who masterminded a terror attack that killed 
37 Israelis – including 12 children – in 1978. The Danish and Norwegian demands fol-
lowed a recent report on the youth center by Palestinian Media Watch, an organization 
that monitors Palestinian incitement.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dates: July 10 -13
Times: 9:00am - 4:00pm

Boy's Lacrosse Summer Skills Camp
at Binghamton University

*Camp is run by Binghamton University's
Division 1 Lacrosse Sta� and Players

*Open to any & all 3rd-9th grade boys (as of fall 2017) 

For more information, please visit:
www.binghamtonlacrossecamp.com

From the generous heart of:___________________________________________________________________________________ Amount: _______________________________ 
_______ To give the gift of camp/to enrich the lives of youth in our community

________ In memory of: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________ In honor of a loved one: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________ Other: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (If you are honoring a person, please provide their address below)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOU have the opportunity to make a difference in a young person’s life by donating dollars to our 

2017 Honor Campership Fund
to improve the lives of children by helping to give them a summer camp experience.

This fund will expand our current scholarships by providing additional opportunities for campers in grades 5th-9th. 

 100% of these funds will go to providing children with the Camp JCC Experience!

Give the gift of camp in honor of a loved one, to celebrate a special occasion or to acknowledge a favorite teacher.
Or, make a donation in memory of a loved one or as a way to say

‘Happy Birthday’ or ‘Happy Anniversary’ to someone special.

About Camp JCC: Our goal is to create a wholesome, safe, supervised and exciting environment in which campers 
have the opportunity to learn new skills, cooperation, teamwork and forge friendships that will last a lifetime! 

Please make checks payable to Camp JCC.
Donations can be sent to the ‘Camp JCC Honor Campership Fund’, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850, or dropped off at the JCC office.
For more information, please contact Camp Director Lynette Errante at (607)724-2417, ext 421 or LynetteE@binghamtonjcc.org.

2017 Honor Campership Donation

Donor Information:

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________Phone: _______________________________Email: ________________________________________________
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within eight minutes of receiving the first 
emergency call, and paramedics arrived 
just two minutes later to treat wounded 
individuals. Shortly thereafter, police had 
neutralized three terrorists on the outskirts 
of the bustling Borough Market. 

During a police raid on June 4 on an 
apartment owned by the one of attackers, 
12 people were arrested in connection with 
the terror attack. In the wake of the attack, 
the U.K.’s ruling Conservative party and 
opposition Labour party both announced a 
suspension in national campaigning ahead 
of the June 8 British general election. 

London Mayor Sadiq Khan, meanwhile, 
called the incident a “cowardly attack on 
innocent Londoners and visitors to our city 
enjoying their Saturday night.”

Israeli Strategic Affairs Minister Gilad 
Erdan wrote on Twitter, “This was an attack 
not just against the U.K., but against Western 
values and democracy. Our prayers are with 
the victims.”

Islamic State had also claimed respon-
sibility for the May 22 suicide bombing 

The scene after the June 3 London Bridge terror attack. (Photo courtesy of YouTube)

during an Ariana Grande concert at the 
U.K.’s Manchester Arena, killing 22 people 
and injuring 59. At the time, Erdan noted 
the similarity between the incident and 
Palestinian terror attacks in Israel, writing 
on Facebook, “Terror is terror, in Jerusalem, 
Paris or as we unfortunately see again, this 
time in Manchester.” 

In March, a British convert to Islam 
carried out a terror attack on London’s 
Westminster Bridge when he rammed into 
pedestrians, killing four, and then stabbed 
a policeman to death outside the British 
Parliament building.

From Israel to Europe, the use of knives 
and vehicles – as alternatives to explosives 
and firearms – has become a preferred meth-
od for terrorists in recent years, particularly 
during the Palestinian “stabbing intifada” 
against Israeli Jews in 2015 and 2016.

In her condemnation of the June 3 terror 
attack in London, British Prime Minister 
May said “terrorism breeds terrorism,” 
and that terrorists often mimic each other 
in ideology and method.

London Continued from page 1

 news from around israel 
From JNS.org

Israel and Senegal restore full diplomatic ties
Israel and Senegal announced the restoration of full diplomatic ties on June 5, fol-

lowing a meeting between Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Senegalese 
President Macky Sall on the sidelines of the Economic Community of West African 
States conference on June 4 in Liberia. Diplomatic relations between the countries were 
frozen after Senegal cosponsored last December’s United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2334, which condemned Israel’s settlement policy, and described eastern 
Jerusalem and its Jewish holy sites as “occupied Palestinian territory.” At the time, Israel 
recalled its ambassador to Senegal and suspended its aid programs with the African 
nation. Following the nations’ restoration of ties, Israel will return its ambassador to 
Senegal and Senegal will support Israel’s candidacy for observer status at the African 
Union, the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office said. Netanyahu and Sall agreed to foster 
cooperation in the fields of security and agriculture, and Senegal’s foreign minister 
has been invited to restore a planned visit to Israel that was stalled “as a result of the 
crisis,” according to the PMO.
Rivlin meets with Christian supporters of Israel from 
around the world

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin met with leaders from more than 200 Christian communi-
ties around the world as part of a delegation arranged by the Knesset Christian Allies Caucus 
and the Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast movement to mark the 50th anniversary of Jerusalem’s 
reunification. “The city of Jerusalem, which was once a divided city, is the same city where 

Jews and Arabs, religious and secular people, find the space to live together, to meet and 
get to know each other, to build a shared Jerusalem, together,” Rivlin told the Christian 
leaders. “Jerusalem for me, is a microcosm of our ability, to live together, Jews, Muslims, 
Christians. Jerusalem is holy to everyone of faith. And Israel is proud to stand by the right 
of everyone to worship God as they believe,” he said. Member of Knesset Robert Ilatov, 
chairman of the Christian Allies Caucus, urged the Christian leaders to “pray for peace in 
Jerusalem. ...You are here, to show your support for Israel, your love for Jerusalem and 
your friendship with the Jewish people. We appreciate this very much,” he said. Swedish 
politician Lar Adaktusson, a member of the European Parliament, said it is important to 
address the roots of anti-Israel bias – especially in Europe. “The European public for a long 
time has been living with the impression of Israel as the source of all problems, while the 
Palestinians have been represented by peace loving and trust worthy leaders, without any 
responsibility for violence or terror,” Adaktusson said, adding, “Israel is, as we all know, 
a society with freedom of speech, pluralism and the rule of law.”
IDF conducts surprise drill for possible Hezbollah attack 
on northern border

The IDF called up thousands of soldiers from its Northern Command conscript divi-
sions on June 4 to conduct a surprise military exercise on Israel’s northern border with 
Lebanon. The drill, which ended the afternoon of June 5, simulated a large-scale attack 
on Israel by the Lebanese terror organization Hezbollah. The exercise was conducted in 
order to test the IDF Galilee Division’s preparedness in the event of such an attack after 
receiving only brief intelligence information beforehand. Soldiers from the IDF’s elite 
Golani Brigade, special operations Oz Brigade, Combat Intelligence Collection Corps 
and other special forces all participated in the drill.
Hamas terrorists report freeze in payments from 
Palestinian Authority 

Hundreds of Hamas terrorists who were formerly imprisoned by Israel claim they 
have not received their monthly payments from the Palestinian Authority. Abdelrahman 
Shadid, who heads a Hamas-affiliated prisoner advocacy organization in Gaza, said 277 
former terrorist prisoners did not receive their regularly scheduled monthly stipends 
from the P.A., the Associated Press reported. “The prisoners went to the banks today 
and found no salaries in their accounts,” said Shadid. “We are waiting to hear from the 
bank officially tomorrow to see if this is a salary stop.” The report comes after the Trump 
administration’s recent request that the P.A. cease its payments to Palestinian terrorists and 
their families, though senior P.A. official Nabil Shaath had called the American request 
“insane.” The P.A. did not comment on the reported freeze in its payments. The former 
prisoners affected by the development were freed as part of the 2011 deal in which Israel 
exchanged 1,027 Palestinian prisoners for Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit, who spent more 
than five years in Hamas captivity.
Senior Palestinian Authority official: Western Wall is 
Israel’s, but Temple Mount “is ours”

Senior Palestinian Authority official Jibril Rajoub said the Western Wall should re-
main under Israeli control, but that the Temple Mount belongs to the Palestinians. “We 
understand that the wall [President Donald Trump] visited [in May] is sacred to the Jews, 
and ultimately it has to remain under Jewish sovereignty,” Rajoub told Israel’s Channel 
2 on June 3. “There is no argument over this. Obviously, it’s a holy place for Jews.” 
But Rajoub added, “The Temple Mount is ours, not yours, and I think you should stop 
talking as if it’s yours. That’s the status quo since 1967, as established by [Israeli general] 
Moshe Dayan, and we both have to strive for that. If you want to create an explosion just 
say, ‘It’s ours, it’s ours.’” Rajoub’s remarks depart from the official Palestinian policy of 
labeling all of Jerusalem’s Old City as “occupied territory” that will be integrated into a 
future Palestinian state. Hamas spokesman Hazem Qassem slammed Rajoub’s comments 
on the Western Wall as a “national crime,” namely the “abuse of the Palestinian people 
and their holy places.”
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Congregational Notes

RABBI ZEV SILBER, BETH DAVID SYNAGOGUE

Weekly Parasha
BeHa’alotcha, Numbers 8:1-12:16

Friday, June 9, light candles ............................... 8:20 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 10 ......................... 9:21 pm
Friday, June 16, light candles ............................. 8:23 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 17 ......................... 9:24 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, 
and surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, June 9 ....................................................... 7:15 pm
Shabbat, June 10 ...................................................... 9 am
 ...........................................................Mincha/Maariv 8:10
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., June 11 ....................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., June 12-16 ................................................ 7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., June 11-15 ....................................... 8:25 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, June 10, Beth David Synagogue will 
hold its closing Shabbat luncheon for this season. The 
event will be a tribute to Harold and Meryl Sasnowitz, 
who are leaving the area. The program will follow the 
free luncheon after services. The entire community has 
been invited to attend.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, June 9, at 7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, assisted 
by Hayden Livsky and his family. The oneg Shabbat will 
be sponsored by the Livsky family in honor of Hayden’s 
upcoming bar mitzvah.

On June 10, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
On Friday, June 16, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat services 

with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Shari Neuberger.
On Saturday, June 17, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, June 10, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Steve Gilbert, Howard Schwartz and Art 
Siegel. The Torah portion will be Numbers 8:1–14. The 
haftarah will be Zechariah 2:14-4:7. Bima guest will be 
Donald Zelter.

On Sunday, June 11, from 3-6 pm, there will be the 
Temple Israel Family Picnic at the temple. The cost will 
be $10 per adult, children admitted free. There will be 
a variety of foods, drinks and desserts. There will also 
be four raffles. Raffle tickets cost $3 for one or three for 
$10. They can be purchased in the office up until the 
picnic or at the picnic. Winners need not be present to 
win. Those planning to attend should call 723-7461 or 
e-mail titammy@stny.twcbc.com.

On Tuesday, June 13, at 7 pm, there will be the annual 
congregational and board meeting.

On Wednesday, June 14, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood business meeting.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays 
and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, June 10, Shabbat Yeladim services will be 
held at 11:15 am.

On Saturday, June 17, Shabbat Noar  services will be 
held at 11:15 am.

On Friday-Saturday, June 23-24, the bar mitzvah of Aitan 
Avgar, son of Ariel and Christie Avgar, will be celebrated.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Depressed? Do another mitzvah!

I think if you ask people about the current times, you will 
hear many concerns, fears and frustrations. Especially in 
our community, one of the biggest is the economy. People 
fear losing jobs, they are frustrated with their eroded and 
eroding investments, concerned with how they will make 
ends meet after working so hard all their lives. Politics and 
political leadership are also the concerns of many, inter-
national behavior of irresponsible dictators threatening to 
destroy others with nuclear weapons, terrorism that plagues 
the entire world, and crime and hatred of others who are 
different plagues our community and nation.

A common response to these conditions will be depres-
sion. People will say that they are depressed over these 
situations. The depression is real, and if we don’t find a 
way to deal with it, it can cause us much more harm than 
that we are already experiencing.

We have an example of depression right at the beginning 
of this week’s Torah reading. Rashi quotes the midrash 
and asks why the mitzvah of lighting the menorah in the 
Temple is mentioned at this point in the Torah. The midrash 
answers that Aaron was weakened and depressed by the 
fact that neither he nor his tribe were able to participate in 
the dedication of the altar that ended last week’s portion, so 
God rewarded Aaron with the job of lighting the menorah 
on a daily basis.

Apparently, the midrash considers Aaron’s frustration 
an admirable trait, since it reports that God rewarded him. 
Why is depression a positive attribute? It may all depend 
on what causes the depression.

Being depressed because of the stock market is danger-
ous, being depressed because your sports team lost is silly, 
and being jealous that someone else has greater wealth is 

a violation of Torah. Being depressed because you didn’t 
have an opportunity to do a mitzvah is praiseworthy.

Another incident with a similar message can be found 
later in the parasha. Those who were ineligible to par-
ticipate in the Pesach offering because they were impure 
after coming in contact with a corpse complained that 
they were being deprived of celebrating Passover and 
were depressed. According to all opinions in the Talmud, 
they were performing a mitzvah. Yet, the fact that they 
were unable to participate in another one caused them 
to feel deprived. God responds by giving them a second 
opportunity. This feeling of deprivation, because I could 
not fulfill a mitzvah, is praiseworthy.

There is yet another incident in the parasha – the rab-
ble who complained about the lack of meat (Chapter 11). 
See “Mitzvah” on page 11
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Feeling deprived of physical pleasures and complaining 
about it is not viewed as a positive virtue. God eventually 
does provide them with meat, but he punishes them, as 
well. Because when someone feels deprived of physical 
pleasure and then we provide it for him, the result will 
just be something else to complain about. After getting the 
meat, what will be next? A vacation? A car? A summer or 
winter home? More jewelry?

It is interesting that before responding to the question 
of “where is the beef,” God first tells Moshe to identify 
70 people, elders of the nation, who will join him in lead-
ership. How does this respond to Moshe’s anger for being 
asked about meat?

The answer is that the purpose of the establishment of 
the Sanhedrin is to assist Moshe in teaching people and 
serving as role models. The real answer to the problem of 
those who asked for meat is that we must help them learn 
about priorities and define what is really meaningful. They 
must learn that it is a positive trait to desire the opportunity 
to do more mitzvot, to learn more Torah, to volunteer more 
at the shul and for other organizations that help others. It is 
good to desire more of these, and become frustrated when 
we can’t do them.

To desire meat, to want to satisfy every physical desire, 
to want more and more objects with which to impress 
others, is not the goal that God has set for us.

Aaron is cured from his depression by being given a 
daily mitzvah to fulfill that will be special for him. We can 
be cured of our depression, even in these difficult times, if 

Mitzvah Continued from page 10

product on the road by 2020. By then, some analysts pre-
dict, there will be 10 million self-driving cars in operation.

The Mobileye group has set the following year, 2021, 
as the target for its technology to take the wheel.

 � Talk to each other and the world
The cars of the future will communicate to avoid crashes 

and ease traffic jams. Experts predict some cars will have 
this ability within a year or two, and the technology will 
be commonplace in self-driving cars within a decade.

Headquartered in Kfar Netter, Autotalks is making chip 
sets that can link vehicles not just to each other, but also 
to infrastructure and people. The semiconductor company 
has collaborated with Audi on “smart antennae” and started 
selling to car equipment manufacturers. In March, it raised 
$30 million in funding, touting its chips’ compliance with a 
rule proposed by the U.S. Department of Transportation in 
December that would mandate the use of vehicle-to-vehicle 
communication in new cars. The department estimated the 
rule could prevent more than half a million accidents and 
a thousand U.S. deaths every year.

Startups Continued from page 3

not reflective about the Bronx, Reiner is more than willing 
to talk about his 67-year friendship with Brooks. “Mel 
and I go back to 1950, the first day I came to the ‘Show 
of Shows,’” he says, recalling the 90-minute variety show 
featuring Sid Caesar and Imogene Coca. “I was hired as an 
actor, to be a straight man for Sid. Mel was in the office. 
He wasn’t on the [show’s] writing staff yet. He was work-
ing for Sid, giving him jokes. I came in and didn’t know 
who he was. But Mel was standing there doing a Jewish 

Reiner Continued from page 6

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
Jewish nurse breastfeeds baby of injured Palestinian mother 
during hospital shift

A Palestinian baby seriously injured in a car accident was breastfed by a Jewish nurse 
when he refused to take a bottle. Nurse Ula Ostrowski-Zak nursed the 9-month-old boy 
throughout her shift at Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital on the night of June 2, the Ynet 
news website reported. The baby’s family had been in a head-on collision with a bus 
on Route 60 in the West Bank, killing the baby’s father and leaving his mother with 
a serious head injury. The baby was slightly injured and cried for seven hours in the 
emergency room while continuing to refuse a bottle, according to the report. The baby’s 
aunts asked Ostrowski-Zak to help them find someone to nurse the boy and the nurse 
reportedly volunteered to do it herself. She nursed the baby five times during the next 
day. She then posted a request for help with nursing the baby on an Israeli Facebook 
page for nursing mothers and received many responses from women willing to come to 
the hospital, from as far away as Haifa, to help feed the baby until he is discharged. The 
baby’s mother remains in serious condition.
Converging interests of Israel, Arab states is “opportunity,” 
McMaster tells AJC

H.R. McMaster, the U.S. national security advisor, called the converging interests 
of Israel and other Middle Eastern countries an “opportunity,” during an address to the 
American Jewish Committee’s Global Forum in Washington. In a speech the night of June 
4, McMaster noted a “reassessment of regional relationships, most notably between Israel 
and a number of our Arab partners – all friends of America, but too often adversaries of 
each other. Today their interests are converging. This is an opportunity.” Citing the 1967 
Six-Day War as an example, McMaster said that what can appear to be an unprecedented 
challenge can present opportunities. Today, in the face of threats from Hamas, Hezbollah, 
the Islamic State and Iran, Israel “has adapted and performed amazingly well” because 
it “consistently recognized and acted on opportunities when others may have seen only 
difficulties,” he said. McMaster praised Trump’s recent visit to the Middle East, noting 

we choose for ourselves one more mitzvah to fulfill each 
day, one more person to help each day. The good that we 
will accomplish for others cannot be measured. The cu-
rative power that doing just one more mitzvah will have 
will be obvious to all, as we become happier and more 
pleasant to be around. And we will thank and bless God 
for the wonderful effects that his Torah and mitzvot have 
on us and on others.

As cars become more connected, Herzliya-based oto-
nomo wants to bring driver and passenger services – from 
apps to roadside help – via its cloud-based marketplace. It 
has deals with nine automakers, but as usual, consumers 
will pay with their data, which otonomo allows automak-
ers to sell.

While Autotalks and otonomo provide their own secu-
rity, Argus Cybersecurity designs systems to protect the 
electronics that control a vehicle’s basic functions from 
hackers. The Tel Aviv company does this by analyzing the 
data that come in and out of a vehicle’s communications 
systems, which is otherwise highly vulnerable. Argus CEO 
Ofer Ben-Noon came up with the idea while serving in 
Israel’s elite 8200 intelligence unit.

For those attached to their regular old car, but fed up 
with driving it, IVO Driver Robot has a solution: a robot 
that can drive for you. So far, the robot has mostly driven 
a golf cart-style buggy around a parking lot at Ben-Gurion 
University in Beersheba, where it is being developed. But 
a new and improved version is in the works.

pirate, saying, ‘You don’t know how hard it is to set sail. 
It’s $3.87 for a yard of sail cloth. I can’t afford to pillage 
and plunder anymore.’ So I just started interviewing him, 
and I just interviewed him for the next 10 years.”

The pirate warped into the 2,000 Year Old Man – a 
routine they performed at parties and made a private re-
cording “for our non-antisemitic friends,” Reiner quips. 
“Cary Grant loved it and asked if he could have a dozen 
records. He was going to England and wanted it for his 

trip. You know they speak English there. When he got back 
he said, ‘She loved it.’ We asked, ‘Who?’ and he said, ‘the 
Queen Mother,’ he says. What an endorsement. The biggest 
shiksa in the world loved it.”

Reiner and Brooks became inseparable buddies, an 
intense friendship that continues to this day. Reiner says 
that what helped cement their relationship was that their 
wives, Estelle Reiner and Anne Bancroft, got along. Ban-
croft, an Academy Award-winning actress, died in 2005, 
and Estelle Reiner passed away in 2008. “It was easy; it 
was a foursome,” Reiner says. “Mel still comes over almost 
every night. We watched ‘Captain Blood’ yesterday.”

Who decides what to watch? “We talk it over,” he ex-
plains. “We’ll see anything on that’s worth a look. We also 
watch journalism – Rachel Maddow, who knows that Trump 
is a schmuck.” (That’s an opinion Reiner frequently shares 
about the president with his 169,000 followers on Twitter.)

that aimed to reaffirm American leadership in the world, build relationships with regional 
leaders and “promote a message of unity among the followers of three of the world’s great 
faiths.” McMaster said that Trump convinced more than 50 leaders of Muslim countries 
he met with in Saudi Arabia to agree “to cut off the financing for extremists and prevent 
them from hijacking and perverting their religion,” a pledge he said the administration 
intended to monitor. McMaster added that while in Israel, Trump “reaffirmed America’s 
rock-solid alliance with our closest military ally,” and emphasized to the Palestinian 
Authority leadership the need to counter terrorism. The AJC Global Forum ran through 
June 6 in Washington, DC, with more than 2,500 participants from across the United 
States and 70 countries around the world.
U.S. Navy ship named for Gabby Giffords to be commissioned 
next week

A United States Navy warship named for Gabby Giffords will be put to sea the week 
of June 12. The ship will be officially named Gabrielle Giffords in honor of the Arizona 
Democratic congresswoman who survived a 2011 gunshot wound to the head. It will be 
the first Navy ship named after a living woman in 160 years. The ceremony, which will 
take place in Galveston, TX, will feature Hillary Clinton and former Vice President Joe 
Biden. The vessel is a 418-foot combat ship bearing machine guns and missiles, accord-
ing to The New York Times. Below the mast, a box will hold an American flag patch that 
Giffords’ husband Mark Kelly, a retired astronaut, wore on his spacesuit; a purple heart 
left at the hospital where Giffords was treated for the gunshot wound; her congressional 
identification; and a 19th-century coin. Six people died and 12 were injured in the January 
2011 assassination attempt, in which Giffords was shot in the head at close range. She re-
covered from the attack and resigned her seat a year later. She learned that the ship would 
be named for her on the day she resigned. In the years since, she and Kelly have become 
gun safety advocates. “That our Navy chose to give my name to this ship is an incredibly 
humbling honor – one I would never have imagined, one I will never forget, and one for 
which I always remain grateful,” Giffords said, according to the Times. “When we cele-
brate the commissioning this weekend, I will be thinking of the thousands of hardworking 
Americans who built this ship and the brave men and women who will serve aboard her.”

500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
www.binghamtonjcc.org
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jccoffice@binghamtonjcc.org
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Haley blasts U.N. body’s “chronic anti-Israel bias” ahead 
of Israel visit

A day before embarking on her first trip to Israel as U.S. ambassador to the United Na-
tions, Nikki Haley demanded that the U.N. Human Rights Council address its bias against 
the Jewish state. “It is essential that this council address its chronic anti-Israel bias if it is to 
have any credibility,” Haley said on June 6 at the opening of the UNHRC’s 35th session in 
Geneva. Prior to addressing the council, Haley published an op-ed in The Washington Post 
asserting that the UNHRC must “end its practice of wrongly singling out Israel for criticism.”
Senate resolution supports Jerusalem embassy move 

The U.S. Senate urged President Donald Trump to fulfill his campaign promise of relo-
cating the American embassy in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, unanimously passing legislation in 
support of the move on June 5. The Senate voted 90-0 in favor of a resolution, introduced 
in May by Majority Leader Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), urging the “president and all 
United States officials to abide by” the 1995 Jerusalem Embassy Act, which calls on the 
U.S. to relocate its embassy and recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Since the law’s 
passage, every sitting president has signed successive six-month waivers delaying the 
move. Trump signed the waiver on June 1.
U.N. chief calls for end to Israeli “occupation” on 50th 
anniversary of Six-Day War

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed concern with Israel’s 
“occupation” on the Gregorian calendar’s 50th anniversary of the Six-Day War, which saw 
Israel take control over eastern Jerusalem, the West Bank, the Golan Heights, Gaza Strip 
and the Sinai from June 5-10. Guterres, who has previously slammed critics of Israel as 
antisemites and reaffirmed Jerusalem’s Jewish roots, shifted gears by saying the Israeli “oc-
cupation” sends “an unmistakable message to generations of Palestinians that their dream of 
statehood is destined to remain just that, a dream; and to Israelis that their desire for peace, 
security and regional recognition remains unattainable.” The U.N. leader blamed Israel’s 
“continued settlement construction,” as well as the Palestinians’ “violence and incitement” 
and “illicit arms buildup and militant activity in Gaza,” for advancing “a one-state reality 
that is incompatible with realizing the legitimate national and historic aspirations of both 
peoples.” The Anti-Defamation League criticized Guterres’ “incomplete and misleading” 

comments. “It is grossly misleading to examine only the enduring effects of the war while 
ignoring the context in which the war took place – the belligerence of the Arab states in the 
spring of 1967, and the silence of the international community in the face of these threats 
and its failure to ensure the rights to free passage of international waterways,” said ADL 
CEO Jonathan Greenblatt. The Six-Day War’s Hebrew calendar anniversary, including 
Israel’s annual celebration of Jerusalem’s reunification, was marked May 23-24.
Vanuatu recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 

The Pacific island nation of Vanuatu became the latest country to recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, Israel Hayom reported on June 1. Vanuatu’s decision follows UNESCO’s 
vote in May to deny Israel’s sovereignty over Jerusalem. Later in May, the Czech Parlia-
ment approved a resolution recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and condemning 
recent anti-Israel measures passed by UNESCO. In addition to May’s resolution, the United 
Nations cultural body last year passed two resolutions denying the Jewish connection to the 
Temple Mount. During a recent meeting between Vanuatu’s President Baldwin Lonsdale 
and the nation’s honorary consul to Israel, the issue of UNESCO came up. Lonsdale, an 
evangelical Christian with a strong connection to Israel, who has a strong connection to 
the Jewish people and to Israel, later signed a document stating Jerusalem should be rec-
ognized as Israel’s capital and blasting UNESCO’s early-May vote. Vanuatu – an 83-island 
archipelago situated between Australia and Fiji, with a population of about 300,000 – has 
an honorary consulate in Israel. In April, the Russian Foreign Ministry released a statement 
recognizing western Jerusalem – but not the entire city – as Israel’s capital. 
New app to help pro-Israel activists streamline efforts 

A first-of-its-kind app has been launched to help pro-Israel activists streamline efforts 
to defend and promote the Jewish state across the world. The Act.IL app – developed 
by the Israeli-American Council, Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and Maccabee Task 
Force – directs users to pro-Israel tasks that they can perform, then rewards them based 
on the performance of the tasks. These rewards, which are based on points collected by 
the users, are converted into prizes and compiled into global rankings. “Act.IL offers 
a simple and scalable solution that will strengthen and unify the pro-Israel community 
worldwide, fight BDS and combat antisemitism,” said IAC CEO Shoham Nicolet. “Using 
cutting-edge technology, we are interconnecting online and offline pro-Israel communities 
all across the U.S. This platform amplifies the impact of each individual activist to create 
a powerful pro-Israel network nationwide.”
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HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
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John Jacoby M.C.
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I don’t get paid until you do!
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Specializing in kitchens and baths
 For a free estimate call

Kevin Micha Construction at
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