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Federation board meeting 
open to community

The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Wednesday, May 24, 
at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending 
should make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough 
materials will be available.

The joint Adult Education Committee 
of Temple Concord and Temple Israel has 
announced that Jonathan Krasno, Ph.D., 
will be presenting a program on “Trying 
to Explain the 2016 Election” on Sunday, 
May 21, at Temple Concord. The program 
will include a brunch beginning at 10 am. 
There will be a $5 entrance fee per person. 
Reservations are not required, but are appre-
ciated and can be made by calling Temple 
Concord at 723-0755.

Krasno is an associate professor of polit-
ical science at Binghamton University. He 
received his B.A. from UW-Madison and 
his M.A. and Ph.D. from UC-Berkeley. He 

TC-TI adult ed. program on 
2016 election on May 21

is the author of “Challengers, Competition 
and Reelection: Comparing Senate and 
House Elections,” “Buying Time: Televi-
sion advertising in the 1998 congressional 
elections” and articles in the American 
Journal of Political Science, Journal of 
Politics and other publications.

His current work is on gerrymandering 
and campaign financing. He has served as 
an expert witness in federal trials concern-
ing campaign finance reform in California, 
Colorado, Missouri and Washington, DC.

Krasno and his family are residents 
of Binghamton and members of Temple 
Concord.

Hillel Academy will hold a fund-raiser 
trivia night on Sunday, June 4, from 4-6 
pm, at Temple Israel, 4737 Deerfield Pl., 
Vestal. The cost to attend will be $10 at 

By Reporter staff
Rabbi Rachel Esserman, ex-

ecutive editor of The Reporter, 
received first place in the editori-
al category of the Syracuse Press 
Club Awards for her column 
“Opinion or fact.” The column 
appeared in the April 29, 2016, 
issue of The Reporter and can 
be found online at http://www.
thereportergroup.org/Article.
aspx?aID=4327. 

“It’s a wonderful honor to 
win another Syracuse Press Club 
award,” said Esserman. “What’s interesting 
is that this column appeared months before 
the 2016 election, yet discussed some of the 
same themes and issues.”

The column focuses on a Facebook post 
by an Oberlin College assistant professor 
who claimed that the downing of a Malaysian 
airliner over Ukraine in 2014 was caused 
by Israeli and Rothschild-led bankers. The 
president of the college refused to condemn 
the professor’s statement, even though she 
posted no facts to support her claim.

“There is a difference between opinion 
and fact,” Esserman said. “Just because we 

Hillel Academy to hold 
fund-raiser on June 4

the door, or donors can sponsor a team for 
$500. The event will feature drinks, snacks, 
socializing, prizes and more. For more 
information, call 304-4544.

Esserman wins Syracuse 
Press Club Award

Rabbi Rachel 
Esserman

feel or believe something does 
not mean that it’s a fact. You need 
evidence and there has been none 
to support her statement. What’s 
happening is a blurring of the line 
between reality and falsehood, 
and that is profoundly scary.”

Esserman noted that the fact 
this took place in a college set-
ting is even more disturbing. In 
her column, she wrote, “When a 
graduate student defends a Ph.D. 
thesis, is his evidence accepted 
because he believes it or does he 

have to present it with factual evidence, either 
from scientific experiments or documented 
research in support of the opinion? The idea 
is to analyze facts and draw conclusions from 
them. Yes, people may come to different 
conclusions, but those conclusions must be 
derived from factual information.”

She sees this not just as a problem for 
Jews, but for other groups. “Opinion pa-
rading as fact is dangerous,” she added. 
“You just have to look at the daily paper or 
watch a newscast to see how far this idea is 
leading us from the path of truth and justice 
our country stands for.”

A man looked at an Emmanuel Macron 
poster at the French consulate in Jerusalem 
on May 7. (Photo by Thomas Coex/AFP/
Getty Images)

President-elect Macron and his French Jewish 
supporters may be on a collision course

 By Cnaan Liphshiz
PARIS (JTA) – French Jews may have 

voted en masse for Emmanuel Macron in 
the final round of France’s presidential 
elections, but that doesn’t make him their 
dream president.

Like many other supporters of the 39-year-
old former investment banker, who on May 
7 became the youngest French president in 
recent history, Jews voted for Macron mainly 
to block his far-right opponent, Marine Le 
Pen. The centrist won with 65 percent of the 
vote to 34 percent for Le Pen.

Leaders of French Jewry said they 
were relieved and even “happy” to see 
Macron elected – but the honeymoon 
may be short lived.

A self-declared progressive with a for-
eign policy rooted in human rights, Macron 
even during the campaign demonstrated 
that like his Socialist predecessor, Francois 
Hollande, he is willing to clash over Israel 
and Islamism with the conservative and 
pro-Israel mainstream of French Jewry.

To be sure, the youthful-looking Ma-
cron has charmed many voters, Jews and 
otherwise, on his own merits. He is known 
for an energetic oratory style, a profound 
understanding of finance and a passion for 
inter-European cooperation, and he prom-
ises to heal France’s deeply divided society 
by building a post-partisan consensus based 
on tolerance.

His good looks, coupled with his appar-
ent devotion to his wife – his former high 
school teacher, who is 24 years his senior 
– have endeared him to women especially, 
according to Elle.

Yet in a town hall meeting on March 22 
with hundreds of Jewish voters Macron, an 
independent politician who had served for 
two years as Hollande’s industry minister, 
showed why he and the Jewish mainstream 
may be on a collision course over Israel and 
Muslim extremism.

For the first 90 minutes of the meeting, 
sponsored by the CRIF Jewish Federation, 

Macron discussed his economic vision 
lucidly and in great detail. Juggling data 
and well-chosen anecdotes, he was clearly 
in his element as he explained his support 
for free-market labor reforms, greater co-
operation with Germany and no new taxes 
on corporations’ revenue-producing capital.

But then he turned to foreign policy – a 
weaker subject for the wunderkind who 
became the first candidate in decades to win 
a presidential election in France without 
the support of its main political parties. 
“My policy is to continue the current line 
of French diplomacy,” Macron told the 
crowd of 700.

To his evident surprise, the promise of 
continuity did not sit well with his listeners, 
whose hisses and booing forced him to 
pause. “Oh, no?” he mumbled in surprise 
when the booing started. “Perhaps it’s not 
your policy, but it is mine,” he said in the 
unapologetic style that helped him through 
debates with more seasoned speakers, 
including former Prime Minister Francois 
Fillon of The Republicans and the fiery 
far-left candidate, Jean-Luc Melenchon.

Macron’s attempts to appease the au-
dience by proclaiming his attachment to 
Israel’s security “as well as to the two-state 
solution” did not seem to have a particularly 
mollifying effect.

Apparently unwittingly, he touched one 
of the raw nerves of French Jewry under 
Hollande, who has led a firm line – and 
according to some critics at times even a 
hostile one – on Israel.

Leaders of French Jewry were espe-
cially angry when France voted last year 
in favor of at least two resolutions by 
UNESCO, the cultural body of the United 
Nations, that ignored Judaism’s attachment 
to Jerusalem. Unusually, the country’s 
chief rabbi, Haim Korsia, issued a written 
condemnation of the votes.

CRIF condemned France’s failed bid 

earlier this year to stage a Middle East peace 
conference in Paris without Israel’s support. 
Hollande said France was organizing the 
conference out of a commitment to peace 
and as a “friend of Israel,” but CRIF Presi-
dent Francis Kalifat clearly had his doubts. 
“Some pretend to be Israel’s friend, but 
there is no such thing as friendship: There 
are proofs of friendship,” Kalifat said at a 
protest rally in January against the summit 
in front of Israel’s embassy in Paris.

Israel’s refusal to attend the conference 
ultimately led the Palestinians to pull out. 
See “French” on page 11
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In My Own Words

Being able to see two sides of an issue is not always a 
blessing. For example, I recently saw someone wearing 
a T-shirt that said, “Cowards never start, the weak never 
finish, winners never quit.” While I understand and can 
appreciate that saying, I also see just how wrong it can be.

The shirt is correct in that it can take courage to try 
something new. It’s easy to follow old patterns of behavior 
or stay at a job we hate or remain living somewhere we 
don’t particularly like. It also takes strength to continue 
doing something when it becomes difficult – to keep try-
ing, even when we can’t tell if the results will be worth 

Knowing when to quit
it. Certainly those who win haven’t given up. That’s why 
they reach the finish line.

Sometimes the bravest thing you can do is fulfil a com-
mitment, rather than turning to something new. There are 
also times when it makes sense to be realistic and quit: 
after all, if you have absolutely no musical talent, you’re 
never going to be a professional musician. That doesn’t 
mean you can’t play for pleasure, but expecting to be first 
violin at a major symphony is just not going to happen no 
matter how hard you try. If you find the work you’re doing 
an unpleasant struggle, then sometimes it makes sense 
to look for other work – work that would make your life 
more enjoyable. Whether or not that makes you a winner 
then depends on how you define winning: does banging 
your head against a wall for something that won’t happen 
make you a winner, or is a winner a person who’s smart 
enough to give up and find a better path?

Should someone who went to law school have to work 
for a law firm and make partner if they decide that working 
70 hours a week makes no sense? Yes, if they stick it out, 
they’ll reap the benefits. However, there may be benefits 
to finding another way to use their law degree and spend 
time with their family. What about people who realize that 

the occupation they trained for really doesn’t suit them? 
Are they weak if they quit their jobs and change careers? 
Or does that actually make them brave because they are 
willing to face an unknown future?

Some of my suggestions seem to contradict each other, 
which is why statements like the one above sound nice, 
but aren’t always useful. There are so many “what ifs” 
that make it impossible for me to say, “Yes, that’s the 
perfect saying.” I realize that it best suits those doing 
physical training, but as someone with a bad back, bad 
knees and problems with her feet, I know I’m not going 
to be running a marathon or taking part in a triathlon. 
Does that make me a coward, or someone with common 
sense who dislikes being in pain?

I understand the reasoning behind the saying on that 
shirt. I also understand how it can give people the courage 
to follow their dreams when everyone else says they’ll 
never make it or to push their bodies to be stronger. But, 
it still rubs me the wrong way. I know too many brave 
people who are restricted by bodily limitations. They are 
brave enough to face each day in spite of broken dreams 
and failures beyond their control. For me, that makes them 
winners in a very different way.

Corrections
In the May 5 issue of The Reporter, the page 1 article 

on the TC-TI adult ed. program on May 21 listed the RSVP 
phone number of Temple Concord incorrectly. Temple 
Concord’s phone number is 723-7355.

On page 3, under the “Of note,” it should have said Rabbi 
Geoffrey Brown received his smicha, rabbinic ordination, 
not simcha. The Reporter regrets any confusion caused by 
the spelling error.

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE NOTES

...Read on and I’ll share my secret for making it better. 
Be patient, enjoy the journey and sooner or later you’ll 
understand where I am going with this.

So, last Thursday, I bounded out of bed at 6:05 am, afraid 
that if I hit the snooze button I’d oversleep and miss the 
Broome County Council of Churches “Lives of Commit-
ment” breakfast at the Doubletree Hotel. Let me tell you, 
7:15 am is way too early for me to be anywhere, whether 
it’s a nice breakfast or a bus trip to see my grandkids. I don’t 
like breakfast foods or having people around me before 
I’ve had two cups of coffee. But I wanted to attend this 
event to honor two friends, so I pushed myself, managed 
my morning routine and walked the half mile over to the 
hotel. I arrived as a semi-functional person. All good, right? 
Especially the piping hot, fresh brewed coffee.

The event was lovely and I’d love to spend pages giving 
you the details, but that’s not my purpose here. My goal is 
to tell you about the experiences I had on my way home 
after Sue Spencer, who directs the Faith in Action program, 
asked that we each take a fresh peach-colored rose from 
the table centerpieces.

In past years, I didn’t take the flower, but this time I 
did. My friend watched me gather my stuff to get ready to 
leave and then she put her rose in my hand, thinking that 
I was going home before work and could put them in a 
vase. Then another friend gave me two more. The thought 

If you’re having a bad day...
flashed through my mind that I had to carry these thorny 
flowers through downtown Binghamton as I walked home 
because I didn’t have my car. Ingeniously, I found a paper 
place mat, wrapped the stems in it to protect my hands and 
proceeded on my way. I presume I looked a bit strange 
carrying this bouquet, but it fit in with the ambiance of the 
morning. These days, any event that I attend that points 
out the good in people is a plus in my book. Maybe it’s my 
age or the landscape in which we find ourselves, but I am 
craving kindness, caring and stability. This event touched 
my heart and left me thinking about the various benefits 
of performing mitzvot.

And, as I walked along the Promenade by the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Memorial on the Chenango River, gray 
clouds blocking out any rays of sun, I wondered what I 
was going to do with the roses. I thought I might give them 
to some elderly infirm people in my apartment building.

At the bridge on Court Street I turned right, walked up 
to Front Street and waited at the crosswalk for the light 
to change, when a somewhat bedraggled young woman 
pushing a stroller came toward me. Her greasy hair and 
worn clothing, along with the look of exhaustion on her 
face, told me she could use a pick-me-up. I caught her eye, 
picked out one of the flowers from the bunch and said, 
“Can I give you this flower?” She was quiet for a moment, 
reached out her thin hand to take the rose and with a smile, 

she said, “Oh, yes.” And I smiled a big smile back.
Once again, I was on my way, all the while thinking 

about the impact that rose had on the woman who took it, 
and the impact of our encounter on me.

Then I came to Riverside and Front, waited at the cross-
walk for the light to change and walked to the other side of 
the street. Suddenly, a woman in a shiny black SUV rolled 
down her window and yelled to me, “Oh, those are such 
beautiful flowers. I’ve been watching you.” “Yes, they are,” 
I agreed. “Would you like one?” I handed the rose to her 
through the open window. Her wide smile spoke for us both.

“Wow,” I thought to myself. These small gestures 
made those two people’s day, but especially mine. My 
heart was full.

Two roses went to good homes, two remained. As I 
approached my apartment building, I knew exactly what I 
was going to do with them: give them to our maintenance 
woman, who brings a positive spirit into my life whenever 
I see her. And again, more big smiles.

I must admit that I had a little guilt about all of this 
because I didn’t actually buy the flowers. Should that 
make a difference? I think I’ll continue to mull over that 
philosophical question for a while longer.

But, what I learned is, the next time I am having a lousy 
day, I am going to buy some flowers and perk up someone 
else’s day. I’m sure mine will be perked up, too.

The war never ended for poor, elderly Jews in the 
former Soviet Union

By David Schizer
(JTA) – We Americans use the phrase “the greatest 

generation” to describe those who grew up during the 
Depression, prevailed in World War II and contributed 
to America’s postwar prosperity and influence. But on a 
recent visit to Jewish communities in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia, and Belarus’ Minsk and Bobruisk, I came to realize 
that elderly Jews in the former Soviet Union deserve this 
recognition as well.

In many ways they are the other “greatest generation,” 

whose quiet heroism is inspiring and humbling. While their 
American Jewish counterparts have mostly enjoyed unprece-
dented security and comfort, elderly Jews in the former Soviet 
Union have confronted five almost unimaginable challenges.

First, many are Holocaust survivors. Take Maya, who I 
met at a Holocaust memorial service in Minsk. She talked 
about the day the authorities took her mother away “to fill 
out paperwork for the family.” Although Maya offered to 
join her mother –  not knowing what would happen on that 
fateful day – her little brother vetoed the idea. Because he 

asked Maya to stay with him, their sister went instead.
Tragically, Maya’s mother and sister never returned.
Maya found her mother’s body hanging in the town 

square and never learned what happened to her sister. 
While the barbarity of what happened to them is hard 
for us to imagine, the family dynamics she describes are 
familiar. In any family, the youngest child might insist 
that one of his siblings should stay with him, so the other 
ends up going on an errand instead. In so many ways, 
See “Poor” on page 9
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Early deadlines 
for The Reporter

Due to holiday closings, the deadlines for the fol-
lowing upcoming issues of The Reporter are as follows. 
No exceptions will be made.

Issue ............................................................. Deadline
Friday, June 2 ................................. Tuesday, May 23
Friday, June 9 ............................... Thursday, May 25

Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, will 
participate in the New York Landmarks Conservancy’s 
seventh annual “Sacred Sites Open House Weekend” on 
Sunday, May 20, from noon-3 pm. Religious institutions 
throughout New York will open their doors to the public 
that weekend to give visitors a glimpse inside many of New 
York’s churches and synagogues, and an opportunity to 
view the artistic treasures of many faiths, styles and periods. 
More than 60 sites in New York City and more than 150 
statewide will participate in the weekend. Congregations 
will also showcase the cultural and social service programs 

TC part of Sacred Sites Open House on May 20
they provide the wider community with tours, concerts, 
food fairs and other events. The theme of this year’s Open 
House weekend is “Stained Glass: Windows on this World 
and the Next,” which will highlight the works of American 
stained glass masters. 

Temple Concord originally held services in the Jonas M. 
Kilmer Mansion, a Romanesque Revival mansion designed 
in 1898 by Binghamton architect C. Edward Vosbury, noted 
for his mansion design, including the Roberson Mansion on 
Front Street, and the McKinnon House in Utica (all listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places). The three-story 

brick building contains turrets, terra-cotta roofing tile and 
an arcaded open porch. The historic mansion now houses 
Temple Concord’s Hebrew and Judaic schools as well as 
a library. In 1964, a modern office, sanctuary and social 
hall were added to meet the growing needs of the congre-
gation. The architects of the “new” wing were Benjamin 
Bloch and Walter Hesse, New York City architects active 
in synagogue design from the 1920s through the early 
1960s, with Herbert Shalat as associate architect. The 
modern stained-glass artist Jean-Jaques Duval designed 
the stained glass windows in the sanctuary.

Temple Israel will once again open its grounds for 
its annual family picnic on Sunday, June 11, from 3-6 
pm. The kehillah (congregation) of Temple Israel is 
planning to bring back the family event, which used to 
be held yearly, prior to the rebuilding of the synagogue’s 
spiritual home.

Organizers have announced that the picnic will be held 

Temple Israel to hold annual family picnic on June 11
rain or shine, and arrangements have been made to accom-
modate the event in case of inclement weather.

The picnic will be priced at $10 per adult, while children 
up to the age of 18 will be admitted without charge. The 
food, beverages and desserts will be kosher. Accessible 
to the entire extended community, the event will feature 
games, music and Israeli dancing, as well as a 50/50 raffle 

and three additional raffles. The raffle tickets will be sold 
for $3 per ticket, or $10 for a packet of four tickets.

All those interested in attending the picnic are requested 
to RSVP for the final head count by Sunday, May 28, so 
that the picnic committee can prepare appropriately. To 
contact Temple Israel, call 723-7461 or e-mail titammy@
stny.twcbc.com.

Temple Israel Sisterhood held brunch and concert
More than 50 people attended a Temple Israel Sister-

hood program on May 7 that featured a buffet brunch and 
a recital by violinist Sophia Klin.

Klin, the 15-year-old daughter of Temple Israel mem-
bers Celia Klin and Suzanne Krause, performed various 
pieces of classical and Jewish music on her violin and also 
offered a public debut on the viola. Commenting on having 
included B. Marcello’s “Viola Sonata in G Major,” Klin 
told the audience that violinists in an orchestra are often 
expected to be able to play both instruments interchange-
ably. Because she has her eye on a future career in music, 
Klin said, she took up playing the viola a short number of 

Sisterhood volunteers prepared the brunch. L-r: Maxine Rosenberg, Harriet Horowitz, 
Flo Balin (in front), Pam Lavker, Malvinia Sambursky, Wendy Wolff, Sandra Paston, 
Marcia Hofstein, Barbara Zelter and Kathy Hurwitz. (Photos by Beverly Rozen)

weeks ago and has added it to her repertoire.
In addition to one movement from a Bach violin partita 

and a piece titled “Polish Dance” by Edmund Severn, Klin 
performed Ernest Bloch’s “Vidui” and “Nigun,” taken from 
his “Baal Shem” suite. The Bloch composition was said 
to have added “a distinctly Chasidic flavor” to the morn-

ing’s recital and permitted Klin to display her use of the 
technique known as a “double-stop,” in which two violin 
strings are played at once. The finale to the program fea-
tured several Jewish folk songs, including an arrangement 
of “Hava Nagilah” that elicited rhythmic hand-clapping 
from the crowd.

Sophia Klin performed 
classical and Jewish music 
for the audience.

L-r: Suzanne Krause, Sophia Klin, Celia Klin and Paulette 
Klin posed together at the end of the concert.

Steve Gilbert spoke with violinist Sophia Klin before her 
performance.

Facing camera, l-r: Kathy Hurwitz, Marcia Hofstein, 
Morty Hofstein, Don Zelter and others enjoyed the brunch.

Concert attendees watched the performance.

I-88 Exit 7 • AFTON, NY • Call for tee times

www.aftongolf.com

AFTON
GOLF COURSE

Weekday Special • Monday - Friday

1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
 or 639-2454

Public welcome!

Green Fee & Cart $30.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $36.00

Attention Past
Vestal Hills Members!

Show us your bag tag or
membership card and receive

a 20% discount
for the month of May, 2017
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By JNS staff
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Remnants of a 

World War I battle between British and Turkish forces were 
discovered recently in an archaeological dig near Rosh 
Haayin in central Israel. The findings, which include dozens 
of bullet casings, mortar shells and military paraphernalia, 
were uncovered during an Israel Antiquities Authority dig 
carried out ahead of the paving of a road connecting Rosh 
Haayin to the nearby Afek Industrial Park.

Students from the pre-military Melach Haaretz acade-
my who participated in the dig, and representatives of the 
Israel Nature and Parks Authority and the IAA, on May 

Remnants of WWI battle found in central Israel
9 presented the findings to Col. Ronnie Westerman, the 
defense attache at the British Embassy in Israel, and Eran 
Tearosh, director of the Society for the Heritage of World 
War I in Israel. The discovery that a battle had taken place 
at the site was made after a broken piece of an insignia 
from a British beret was found. Bullets and casings from 
an Ottoman rifle were found nearby.

“I was surprised to find this was a bullet casing of a 
rifle, and even more surprised when it turned out it was 
a bullet casing from World War I,” said Yossi Elisha, the 
director of the dig for the IAA. “As archaeologists, we 

At left: Remnants 
of World War 
I-era bullets, 
shell fragments 
and an insignia 
found  in  an 
archaeological 
dig in central 
Israel. (Photo by 
Israel Antiquities 
Authority)See “WWI” on page 12
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with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
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______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: RV Slideout Sweep LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was April 18, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Perfarming Acres , LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
2/21/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: Janet Peterson, 
70 Cemetery Rd, Lisle NY 13797. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
______________________

SECTION 206

DCW ENTERPRISES NY LLC a 
domestic LLC, filed with SSNY on 
3/20/17. BROOME County, SSNY is 
DDI as agent upon whom proc. Agst. 
the LLC may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any proc. Agst. The 
LLC to 25 German Cross Rd., Ithaca, 
NY 14850 
___________________________

NOTICE

Name of LLC: JBM Products, LLC.  
Articles of Organization filed with NY 
Dept. of State on 04/19/2017.  Office 
Location: Broome County.  Sec. of 
State designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process 
to principal business location: PO 
Box 122, Johnson City, NY 13790.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.
___________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is LARRY
 LEROY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 22, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Southern Tier ES, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/08/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Southern Tier, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 02/27/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Kirkwood, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/25/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Johnson City, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/28/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Newman 
Development Group of Ithaca, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/28/17.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Figuring Out Dinner, LLC. Arts.of Org. 
filed with SSNY on 3/24/17. Office: 
Broome County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to LLC, 518 
Hooper Rd #256 Endwell, NY 13760. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Eyerock
 Marine Services LLC.

2.  The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is April 7,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post 
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her is:
 717 Conklin Road, Binghamton,
 NY 13903.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of FARNHAM 
QUARRY, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is May 2,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail 
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 222 Knapp Road,
 Binghamton, NY 13905.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
KOSTAS NY LLC,Art.of Org.filed 
NY DOS 1/15/15,Broo Co.S/S C/O 
The LLC 46-06 28th Ave.,Astoria,NY 
11103.To engage in any lawful act 
or activity.Perpetual existence.Full 
indemnification.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: MRL Ventures V, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary of 
State was May 4, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, 
NY 13901. The purpose of the 
business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is
 SHAMROCK STRENGTH AND
 CONDITIONING LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is AUGUST
 06, 2008. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or
 her is: 126 EAST SERVICE
 ROAD, BINGHAMTON, NEW
 YORK 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
Notice of Formation of DCJS 
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/04/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 180 Harrington Rd., 
Johnson City, NY  13790.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.

 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: One
 Commerce Plaza-99
 Washington Ave., Suite 805,
 Albany, NY 12210-2822.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
___________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is MURRAY
 MONKEY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 28,
 2017. 

3.  The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: One
 Commerce Plaza-99
 Washington Ave., Suite 805,
 Albany, NY 12210-2822.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
___________________________

Notice of Formation of
CR Land, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/14/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, c/o Leasure, Gow, Munk 
& Rizzuto, 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Synchronized Solutions, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 4/7/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Buffalo, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 4/10/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is The Myers
 Center for Applied Research
 and Development, LLC.

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is 117
 Oakdale Road LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 31,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 2518 State Route 12,
 Chenango Forks, NY 13746.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Clifton Park, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
2/24/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Latham, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
2/24/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of North Carolina, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/22/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful  Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 3B 
Life, LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 3/22/17. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Southern Tier DS, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/08/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
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AUDIO CLASSICS
Specialty:  Audio-Home Theater-Video-Guitars
Location:  3501 Vestal Rd.
                 Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:     607-766-3501 or 800-321-AUDIO (2834)
Fax:  607-766-3501
E-mail:    steve@audioclassics.com
Website:  www.AUDIOCLASSICS.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages/Vestal-NY/

Audio-Classics-Ltd/231680698962?ref=nf
Hours:     Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm, Sat. 11 am-4 pm

AUDIO CLASSICS, located at 3501 Vestal Rd., in Vestal, 
has grown to be one of the premiere providers of quality 
audio and home theater systems for a wide range of tastes, 
environments and budgets. Featuring products from McIn-
tosh, Bowers & Wilkins, Marantz, Levinson, Klipsch, JBL, 
VPI, Magnepan, Denon and more. AUDIO CLASSICS is 
the dream come true for all music lovers. Now add custom 
design for your new home or commercial project, a vast 
array of quality pre-owned equipment and a liberal trade 
option. AUDIO CLASSICS offers more of the good for less 
than any other dealer. Want more? With pleasure! Visit its 
superb website at www.AUDIOCLASSICS.com.

Celebrations with DeRue 
Specialty:  Disc jockey entertainment services 
Location:  317 Marion St.
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  DeRue O’Loughlin
Phone:  607-343-6269
E-mail:  DeRue@celebrationswithderue.com
Website:  www.celebrationswithderue.com
Hours:  By appointment

Celebrations with DeRue provides disc jockey enter-
tainment services throughout upstate New York – including 
Tioga County and Broome County – and Pennsylvania. 

“We are a very creative DJ and MC option for your 
music entertainment,” says DeRue. “We work hard to 
provide services that will make your occasion memorable 
and beyond the expected. We help you organize and exe-
cute your big day vision. This also includes other optional 
enhancing services for event success. The DeRue Crew 
will take care of client’s wants and needs! Bottom line, we 
listen, we work for and with you. Couples and clients will 
get a genuine and caring approach that delivers results. 
For your professional, fun and customer friendly music 
service needs, please gives us a call. We invite you to join 
the Celebration Nation with over 20 years in wedding and 
corporate event successes!”

Baked Euphoria Cakes & Pastries
Specialty:  Specialty and custom cakes
Location:  2408 Watson Blvd.
 Endwell, NY 13760
Owner:  Bonni Stacconi Phelps
Phone:  607-239-6718
E-mail:  BakedEuphoria@aol.com
Website:  www.bakedeuphoria.com
Hours:  Tues.-Fri. 10 am-5 pm, Sat. 10 am-1 pm

Baked Euphoria has been in business since 2009. “We 
create cakes for all occasions,” says Bonni Stacconi Phelps, 
owner of Baked Euphoria Cakes & Pastries. “Our creative 
techniques bring your vision to reality. A cake can be a piece 
of sculpture, a canvas displaying significant events and so 
much more. We do the amazing things you can’t get with 
just a cake from the big box stores.”

When choosing a cake for your special event, let Bonni 
help you design one that will be the perfect centerpiece.

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – To learn about optimizing your small business 

with cloud technology, visit the Microsoft Small Business 
Hub to download the free “Boost Your Business With New 
Technology” eGuide, focused on helping you uncover new 
efficiencies and increased productivity through new tech-
nology. It’s at aka.ms/boostyourbiz.

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – LinkedIn for Good is LinkedIn’s social impact 

arm, focused on connecting professionals with opportunities 
to affect the world. To learn more, visit www.linkedinforgood.
linkedin.com or go to www.volunteer.linkedin.com.

How the Six-Day War changed American Jews

Israel’s victory in the Six-Day War energized the movement 
to free Soviet Jewry, leading to pro-Israel and anti-U.S.S.R. 
demonstrations like this one in New York City in June 1967. 
(Photo by Roger Viollet Collection/Getty Images)

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – On the morning of June 5, 

1967, as Arab armies and Israel clashed following weeks 
of tension, Rabbi Irving “Yitz” Greenberg sat anxious 
amid his congregants at daily prayers – fearful that the 
Jewish people would face extinction for the second time 
in 25 years.

“One of the people said, ‘They’re going to wipe out 
Israel. What’s going to be?’” recalled Greenberg, then the 
spiritual leader of a synagogue in the Riverdale section 
of the Bronx. “I said, ‘They’re not going to wipe out 
Israel, and if they do, there’s going to be a sign up: The 
shul is closed.’ Faith could not go on with an unmitigated 
catastrophe of that size happening again.”

The fear felt by Greenberg pervaded the air in American 
Jewish communities that week. Two decades after the 
world learned the full extent of the Holocaust, Americans 
looked on from afar as Egypt and Syria threatened the 
young Jewish state.

Jonathan Sarna, then 12, remembers watching on TV as 
Israelis dug mass graves to prepare for potential slaughter. 
A teenage Yossi Klein Halevi remembers the broadcasts of 
mass rallies in Cairo calling for Israel’s death. But many 
American Jews, haunted by their failure to act during the 
Holocaust, didn’t just passively watch events unfold – they 
decided to mobilize. They raised tens of millions of dollars. 
They held rallies. They lobbied President Lyndon Johnson.

Within days, however, the fear turned to relief. The relief 
turned to pride when Israel won the war in six days, tripling 
its territory and taking control of Judaism’s holiest sites.

The Six-Day War, as it quickly became known, intensi-
fied American Jews’ love for Israel and imbued them with 
a new confidence to advocate for their interests at home 
and abroad. And the terror that consumed the community 
in the run-up to the war led to an increased emphasis on 
Holocaust remembrance.

The shift from terror to power experienced by the Jewish 
community in June 1967 set up Holocaust memory and 
support of Israel as the twin poles of American Jewish 

identity. At the same time, however, it sparked debates 
on territory, history, identity and occupation  – issues that 
continue to consume American Jews 50 years later.

“There was an emotional trajectory that united Jewish 
people in a way I don’t think we’ve ever seen since the 
revelation at Mount Sinai 3,500 years ago,” said Klein 
Halevi, author of “Like Dreamers,” a chronicle of Israel’s 
Six-Day War generation. Growing up in Brooklyn, he 
recalled “moving from existential dread to relief when we 
realized that Israel had taken the offensive.”

American Jews poured their money into supporting the 
embattled state – creating a precedent (and expectations) 
for Jewish philanthropy for decades to come, historians 
say. In the New York City area alone, the United Jewish 
Appeal raised more than $20 million during the week of 
the war, nearly $150 million in today’s dollars.

Greenberg recalls a congregant taking out a second 
mortgage to donate $20,000 to Israel. In the New York 

suburb of Scarsdale, seven high school students raised 
$10,000 from their neighborhood on the war’s second day.

“The unbelievable amounts of money that were 
collected before and during the war, nobody had 
ever seen anything like it,” said Sarna, a professor 
of Jewish history at Brandeis University. “American 
Jews didn’t want people to say we did nothing. There 
wasn’t much they could do, but they knew they could 
give of their wealth.”

Jews also took to the streets to support Israel. On June 
8, the third day of the war, 50,000 Jews rallied outside the 
White House, already demanding that Israel be allowed 
to keep its battlefield gains. The day after the war, 20,000 
Jews filled New York City’s Madison Square Garden to 
cheer the victory.

While Jews had protested en masse before, the war 
showed Jewish leaders how powerful demonstrations 
could be, said Jack Wertheimer, a Jewish history pro-
fessor at the Jewish Theological Seminary. The victory 
also gave American Jews an increased assertiveness to 
advocate for their own interests. Israel’s victory energized 

the movement to free Soviet Jewry, which would go on to 
organize large rallies in Washington, DC, and protests at 
Soviet consulates, missions and cultural events across the 
country. “Israel has been very good for American Jewish 
leaders,” Wertheimer said. “The emergence of Israel as 
a player on the international stage made it possible for 
American Jewish organizations to ratchet up their presence.”

American Jews also became far more comfortable 
displaying their love for Israel, and Americans in general 
supported Israel in the war. Cold War calculations led the 
U.S.-Israel alliance to grow stronger, while among Jews, 
expressions of Israeli culture increased in America. The 
war led more American synagogues to adopt Israeli pro-
nunciations of Hebrew, Wertheimer said, and to use Israeli 
melodies for prayers. Klein Halevi remembers his doctor 
decorating his waiting room with an enormous photo of 
Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan.
See “American” on page 8

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

 • Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design

 • Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…

 • Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation

 
TL INTERIORS, LLC

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601

 

TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM
WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

 • Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design
 • Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…
 • Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation 

TL INTERIORS, LLC 
TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM

WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601

 

From small rooms, to entire buildings ~ 
I will help you create your dream home or office!

From small rooms, to entire buildings ~ 
I will help you create your dream home or office!

2x2

2x3

Now accepting registration for our
next session beginning June 26.

Call and register now!
Classes held at Mirador Community Center,

400 Mirador Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
For information & to register, please call Kelly at 607-743-9596

Coaching and Classes by Kelly O’Shea
Classes O�ered:

• Cheer Tumbling
• Tumbling
• Dance
• Mommy & Me

• Youth Fit & Fun
• Sports Conditioning
• Adult Fitness
• Senior Dance Cardio/Toning

Ages & Levels
20 months - Senior • Beginner - Advanced Levels

All classes are held in 8-week sessions at a time.
Just pay and register up front for each 8-week session

you or your child would like to participate in!
Outstanding technique & choreography will be taught,

while having a great time.
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Ernest H. Parsons Funeral 
Home
Specialty:  Funeral
Location:  71 Main St.
 Binghamton, NY 13905
Name:  Joseph Fritsch
Phone:  607-724-1336
Fax:  607-724-1337
E-mail:  parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
Website:  www.parsonsfuneral.com
Hours:     24/7/365

The Ernest H. Parsons Funeral Home, located at 71 Main 
St., Binghamton, has been a landmark since 1928 and is 
located in the J. Stewart Wells Mansion, built by renowned 
architect Isaac Perry, who completed construction in 1867.

Ernest H. Parsons owned and operated the funeral home 
from 1928 until his death in 1976. Charles Mills purchased 
the funeral home after Ernest’s death and continued the 
tradition until his retirement in 2012. The current owners 
– J. Fritsch, R. Fynboe, S. Pitkorchemny and K. Vakiener 
– strive to uphold the original motto of the founder: “Let 
Us Serve You with Understanding.” Parsons Funeral Home 
offers distinctive service with respectful attentiveness to the 
ceremonial rites and the utmost consideration of families’ 
desires to accord a last tribute of affection and esteem to 
their departed loved ones.

Disaster Clean-up
Specialty: Full-service fire and water damage restoration
Name: Arthur Diamond
Location: 1612 Watson Blvd.
Endwell, NY 13760
Phone: 607-748-0128
Hours: 24/7, including holidays

Disaster Clean-Up is a full-service fire and water damage 
restoration company. The company covers all of Broome 
County and the Southern Tier, and has trained technicians 
on call 24/7, including holidays, to respond to emergencies. 
Disaster Clean-Up is proud to offer the most advanced 
technology and largest capacity for drying and dehumid-
ification in all of the Southern Tier. Services range from 
mold removal to moisture testing to cleaning of buildings 
and their contents, and more.

From the smallest fire or water loss in your home to 
the largest commercial disasters, Disaster-Up can do it all.

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – Choosing a corporation or LLC establishes 

immediate legitimacy and credibility for your new venture. 
For starters, vendors often prefer conducting business with a 
statutory business organization. In addition, it allows for asset 
protection. To learn more, talk to your legal and financial advisors.

Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Innocent Americans: that’s what Jewish refugees called 
their U.S. brethren, at least according to two recent nov-
els. However, while “The Houseguest” by Kim Brooks 
(Counterpoint) is set before Pearl Harbor and the U.S. 
entry into World War II, “Among the Living” by Jonathan 
Rabb (Other Press) opens two years after the fighting stops. 
The former novel focuses on U.S. Jews’ attempts to save 
those still in Europe, while the latter portrays a refugee’s 
adjustment to life in the American South.

“The Houseguest,” which begins in the spring of 1941, 
focuses on three outsiders living in Utica, NY: Abe Auer, 
who emigrated from Europe years earlier and is a successful 
businessman; Ana Breidler, the title character and a refugee 
from Europe who is housed by Abe and his American-born 
wife, Irene; and Rabbi Max Hoffman, who doesn’t fit into 
the community for reasons revealed late in the novel. Abe 
is currently having difficulty focusing because of the news 
coming from Europe: “Just today he’d read about thousands 
of Jews from the town of Jassy, Rumania – men, women 
and children – shot in front of a ditch. Then he’s carrying 
these details around with him all day, sealed off from the rest 
of him. It was like a bag of gravel he lugged on his back, 
grinding him lower, slowing him down. It was important 
to be informed, everyone agreed, but what was one to do 
with the information – that was another question.” Abe’s 
reaction is to disconnect from family life, including his 
daughter’s upcoming wedding.

Although Max once worked for refugee organizations, 
he left that work to protect himself: he sometimes thinks 
of those years, of “the exhaustion and frustration and lone-
liness and uselessness that he felt, that took him over as he 
walked out of the city and into the hinterlands, an act of 
cowardice and self-preservation and one he was ashamed to 
say he never doubted. There was good to be done in Utica. 
It was modest and small. He thought that if he couldn’t 

Refugees before and after the war
save Jewish lives, then maybe he could change them, help 
make sense of them despite the indecipherable heap of his 
own.” Yet, when once again asked to help, Max can’t stop 
himself from working to save the Jews of Europe, even as 
he realizes all action may be too late.

Ana’s story, which is not that of a typical refugee, is 
slowly revealed over the course of the novel. In addition to 
being an actress with a flair for the dramatic, Ana doesn’t 
conform to what her hosts and others in the community 
think is her appropriate role. Abe recognizes this, noting 
that this “was the problem with good intentions. People 
expect things for their generosity: a future favor, a pat 
on the back, a grateful refugee who knows how to take 
a quick shower” when a group of synagogue members 
gather to welcome her. Yet, Ana has no interest in being 
a model guest.

Abe, Max and Ana hold secrets that explain parts of 
their behavior, although some of what they do surprises 
themselves and others. “The Houseguest” contains pow-
erful and difficult scenes, including one between Abe and 
Irene that is stark and moving. However, the most difficult 
sections focus on what Jewish groups did and didn’t do to 
help Jewish refugees escape Europe. At least one section 
is based on reality: the inability of American Jews to help 
the passengers on the real-life German ocean liner, the St. 
Louis, that was sent back to Europe after Cuba, the U.S. 
and other countries refused to let its Jewish refugees land 
on their soil.

While “The Houseguest” focuses on the Jewish situa-
tion in the North, “Among the Living” offers a look at the 
American South. When Holocaust survivor Yitzhak Golden 
arrives in Savannah, GA, in 1947, he discovers that ad-
justing to American life might not be quite as simple as he 
expected. His first inkling occurs upon meeting his cousin 
Abe Jesler and his wife, Pearl, who suggest he change his 

name to Ike – a good American name – rather than keep 
his more Jewish sounding one. Ike then discovers there 
are two Jewish communities in the area – one Reform and 
the other Orthodox – who not only don’t attend the same 
synagogue, but occupy different social worlds. Since Ike 
has long abandoned religion, this seems irrelevant – that is 
until he meets Eva, whose family doesn’t mix socially with 
the Jeslers. To further complicate matters, Ike is expected 
to work in Abe’s store, even though he was a journalist in 
Europe. When someone expresses interest in his writing, Ike 
must consider whether or not he will seem ungracious if he 
returns to his previous career. He also discovers that Abe is 
involved in shady behavior that could affect the entire family.

Another unexpected aspect of life in the American South 
becomes clear to Ike after he offers his hand to Raymond, 
a black man who works for Abe. Raymond tells him “it’s 
awful kind of you giving me your hand... Mr. Ike, but 
maybe you shouldn’t be doing that no more.” When a 
black man is injured due to Abe’s actions, Ike sits with 
another black character and learns the hard truth about 
southern life: “They had never spoken about the war, about 
anything before Savannah. [Ike] had told himself that there 
had been no need. They knew each other, knew the shared 
silences to their core. Now [Ike] saw how naive that had 
been. There was a ranking, even to victims, and severity 
had no cause against time.” Ike must now consider his role 
in that oppression.

To complicate matters, someone Ike knew in Europe 
unexpectedly re-enters his life. This forces him to confront 
how much he owes the past. Should he be allowed to find 
the happiness that comes from a new beginning, or must 
he pay homage to his early life – a life he wants to leave 
behind? Ike recognizes that his decisions are not only 
based on what occurred during the Holocaust. Ike knows 
See “Refugees” on page 7

Hopler & Eschbach Funeral 
Home
Specialty:  Funeral services, burials and 

cremation
Location:  483 Chenango St.
 Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:  Kurt M. Eschbach
Phone:  607-722-4023
E-mail:  hoplereschbachfh@aol.com
Website:  www.hefuneralhome.com
Hours:  24-hour service, 365 days a year

Offering a professional and affordable alternative to 
other funeral homes, the Hopler & Eschbach Funeral 
Home, located at 483 Chenango St., Binghamton, provides 
respectful and knowledgeable service to those families 
experiencing the loss of a loved one. The newly reno-
vated facility seats more than 125 people and provides 
off street parking for 65 cars. Staff also provide services 
at temple or graveside.

“We are mindful of the challenging economic climate 
and work hard to provide our services at the lowest 
possible cost,” says funeral home owner Kurt Eschbach. 
“Compare our prices with other area funeral homes and 
you will find our prices are 10-30 percent lower. We hope 
you will make Hopler & Eschbach Funeral Home your 
new family tradition.”

Robinson
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BINGHAMTON, NY 13901
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“how easy life would be... to blame [the problems] on his 
past.... How much more of a shock to admit that this ret-
icence, his numbness, had been his long before the camp 
and that, perhaps, his survival was simply proof that such 
detachment had its own worth.” Yet, once detachment 
disappears, the resulting emotions can be painful, joyous 
or a confusing mix of both.

“Among the Living” is an absorbing, moving work that 
will make readers care deeply about its characters. What 
it shares with “The Houseguest” is a European’s thoughts 
about the innocence of American life. Ike can’t help but 
believe that life was easy for the Jews of Savannah during 

the war: Did they suffer any deprivation? If not, how can 
they understand him? His cousin’s friends always have 
questions for him, although what they want to know is not 
the same as what they ask: “How could [the Germans] be 
so inhuman? But that wasn’t the question they were really 
asking. What they really wanted to know was: How could 
you have let this happen to yourself? Surely you would 
have seen something early on, understood. We would 
have seen it, wouldn’t we?” This lack of understanding is 
painful in its totally unrealistic view of the world, but that 
doesn’t stop Ike from seeking a new life among his more 
innocent brethren.

Refugees Continued from page 6

KO’s Just Move Tumble Dance 
& Fit Gym
Specialty:  Tumbling, dance and fitness classes for 

toddlers to adults 
Location:  The Mirador Community Center
 400 Mirador Rd.
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Kelly O’Shea
Phone:  607-743-9596
E-mail:  kopa.dance@yahoo.com
Hours:  By appointment

KO’s Just Move Tumble Dance & Fit Gym offers classes 
in tumbling, dance, cheer, fitness and sports condition-
ing for toddlers, children, teens and adults. All classes, 
beginner to advanced, are held in eight-week sessions, 
and solos, duos and trios are held in four-week sessions. 
Owner and instructor Kelly O’Shea has performed and 
taught on amateur and professional levels for more than 
46 years, and is a certified aerobic instructor. 

Kelly’s instruction goes beyond technique and skills 
– she seeks to develop self-confidence, self-esteem and a 
sense of well-being in her students. Many of Kelly’s students 
have achieved award-wining dance, tumbling and cheer 
performances in local, state and national competitions.

“You’re here to achieve your goals and have a good time 
while making new friends,” says Kelly. “Work hard, have fun 
and help each other – being a team is what it’s all about!”

Jonathan Posner, right, with co-chef Garrett 
Skyhardt at Aviv, Posner’s Passover pop-up 
restaurant in Chicago on April 13. (Photo 
by Aleya Cydney Photography)

This young chef is trying to make Ashkenazi food cool
By Ben Sales

CHICAGO (JTA) – The platter, served during Passover, 
contained a green, a bitter herb, an egg and matzah. But 
it was no seder plate. Instead, it was the appetizer served 
during a six-course prix fixe meal at Aviv, a pop-up, 
kosher-for-Passover restaurant housed for one night at 
Rodfei Zedek, a Conservative synagogue in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood on this city’s South Side.

The course, a pickle platter, featured pickled cucumbers, 
pickled asparagus tips and beet-pickled eggs, along with 
olive tapenade, citrus-carrot horseradish and – de rigueur 
for a Passover meal – Tam Tam crackers with everything 
topping. The first course also came with a soft gluten-free 
matzah that resembled a tea cracker and, as guests noted 
approvingly, didn’t really taste like matzah.

Aviv had taken over what was usually the synagogue 
social hall, with guests seated at long tables covered with 
disposable white table cloths. The courses, served on 
biodegradable dishes, included a shaved Brussels sprouts 
salad with lemon-ginger dressing and micro-herbs, as well 
as whole-roasted spiced cauliflower with seared haloumi 
cheese, parsley gremolata and marinated Fresno chilies.

The pop-up restaurant was the latest creation of Wander-
ing Foods Productions, a kosher food caterer that aims to 
create kosher fine dining experiences that fuse traditional 
Jewish recipes with other cuisines. Wandering Foods is 
the brainchild of Jonathan Posner, a lanky, 26-year-old 
rabbinical student with a baritone voice and five years of 
experience working in upscale Chicago restaurants.

“How to rethink what Passover is like and what it means 
to eat on Passover” is how Posner, dressed in a black T-shirt 
with a pinstriped apron, described Aviv as he welcomed 35 
people to the first of two sold-out seatings on April 13, the 
holiday’s fourth night, for $54 a head. “This is a meal and 
a pop-up restaurant that celebrates spring. The food will 
be green, the food will be bright and it will be delicious.”

While success stories like Michael Solomonov and Einat 
Admony may have made Israeli food all the rage in the U.S., 
Wandering Foods is one of several recent enterprises that are 
aiming to make Ashkenazi food hip. There’s the Gefilteria, 
which has resurrected traditional recipes for gefilte fish, 
horseradish and borscht with an emphasis on local, seasonal 
ingredients. There’s the Wandering Chew, which creates 

artisanal Montreal-style Jewish food 
and conducts culinary walking tours 
of Mile End, the Canadian city’s 
Jewish neighborhood, complete 
with tastings of bagels and smoked 
meat. Zak Stern, aka Zak the Baker, a 
kosher deli owner in an artsy Miami 
neighborhood, makes his sandwiches 
with fresh-baked sourdough bread.

Despite the accolades garnered by 
these food entrepreneurs, Posner still 
feels that Ashkenazi foods like brisket 
and kugel get short shrift. He asks why 
other international cuisines, from 
Italian pasta to Chinese stir-fry, have 
become common in a home cook’s 
repertoire, but traditional American 
Jewish food – even among American Jews – is generally 
relegated to Rosh Hashanah and Passover, if at all.

“The base for most Jews in America is that Jewish food 
at best is bland, except the one or two things that someone 
does really well, that someone does once a year,” Posner 
said. “Jewish food is really holiday food and doesn’t exist 
in the daily kitchen of most American Jews. In what ways 
can Jewish food have a cuisine the way we have French 
cuisine or Italian cuisine?”

According to Liz Alpern, the Gefilteria’s co-founder, 

she and other Jewish foodies are 
merging their generation’s culinary 
sensibilities with Jewish culture. Just 
like previous generations cared about 
low-fat diets, these young Jewish 
chefs are buying their ingredients at 
farmers’ markets, avoiding processed 
foods and making sure their dishes 
have color. “A lot of people we knew 
really loved cooking locally sourced, 
high-quality meat, but when it came 
to Jewish cooking, like when it came 
to making a brisket, they didn’t care, 
really,” Alpern said. “The ways this 
is different is it’s a coming together 
of our values as a generation around 
food, and our love of Jewish cooking 

and authenticity and tradition.”
Plus, tasty food can be an accessible entry point for 

many into other modes of Jewish life. More events like 
this, Posner said, could draw young Jews to large syna-
gogues that may fail to attract them to Shabbat services. 
David Minkus, rabbi of Rodfei Zedek, which hosted the 
Passover pop-up, agreed that a synagogue can, for various 
reasons, be the right place for a Jewish culinary event. “I 
thought it was an opportunity to reshape the way people 
See “Chef” on page 7

Robinson Home Design
Specialty:  Window design, treatments and outdoor 

decor
Location:  1435 Upper Front St.
 Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:  Diana Jenelle 
Phone:  607-204-0062
E-mail:  robinsonhomedesign@yahoo.com

Windows are like people... No two windows are 
alike. Window treatments, perhaps more than any 
other single element, create the mood for the room. 
A window treatment must be both functional and 
attractive to be successful. A custom made window 
treatment offers you a clean, proper fit and provides 
you with superior quality and design. Robinson Home 
Design is committed to assist clients with the design 
challenges to create a solution that is innovative, 
functional and affordable.

Robinson Home Design specializes in window 
design, but can assist in helping you decide what 
color, fabric and accents would best suit your home 
or office decor.

Robinson Home Design can also assist you in your 
outdoor furniture decor, offering new cushion covers, 
pillows, replacement cushions, etc. No job is too small! 
Your design – created just for you. Bring your design 
to life!

2408 Watson Blvd., Endwell, NY
10am - 5:00pm Tuesday - Friday

10am - 1pm Saturday

      (607) 239-6718
www.BakedEuphoria.com

Congratulations on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
and remember to share the Euphoria!

Try our
It’s new, it’s unique,

it’s exciting and
it’s delicious!
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TL Interiors
Specialty:  Custom design, personal and professional 

service
Owner/Interior Designer/Event Planner: Terry Ludwig
Location:  PO Box 863
 Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:  607-761-0601
Fax: 607-785-2872 
E-mail:  TLInteriorsLLC@stny.rr.com
Website:  www.TLInteriors.com
Hours:  By appointment

“I love creating environments that inspire my clients,” 
says Terry Ludwig, owner of TL Interiors. “Understanding 
their individual desires and aspirations, and creating the 
ideal space or individual piece to help manifest and sustain 
their dreams and objectives is my motivation.”

Terry has been serving residential and commercial 
interior design needs for 30 years. She provides com-
prehensive design and project supervision for homes 
and businesses. She provides floor plans, designs and 
elevations for construction and fabrication requirements, 
reflected ceiling plans, specifications and procurement of 
materials, fixtures, appliances and accessories needed to 
complete your project. She also creates beautiful custom 
window treatments. 

In addition to design, Terry is also an inspirational speaker 
and columnist, and volunteers her design expertise to create 
healing environments for A Room to Heal and Make a Wish 
Foundation.

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
Specialty:  Women’s healthcare
Location:  401 Main St., 1st Floor
 Johnson City, NY 13790
Names:  Dr. Carol Miller, Dr. Marianne (Shantillo) 

Davis, Karen Castoro FNP and Melodye 
Onysko ANP, CNM

Phone:  607-754-9870
Fax:  607-785-9862 
Website:  my.womensobgyn.info
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/WomensOBGYN/
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. by appointment

Women’s OB/GYN Associates serves patients with indi-
vidual attention and caring excellence. The team of providers 
offers care in the following areas: routine gynecologic exams, 
obstetrical care, menopause, incontinence, osteoporosis, 
contraception, advanced body composition, the area’s only 
Optifast weight loss program and more. Dr. Marianne (Shan-
tillo) Davis has a special interest in adolescent health care 
and working with patients experiencing infertility. Karen 
Castoro shares her enthusiasm for healthy living and wellness 
to encourage those in her care. Melodye Onysko shares her 
expertise in holistic health care and weight management 
support. Dr. Carol Miller is committed to promoting women’s 
health through a healthy diet and lifestyle.

To learn more about these women’s healthcare providers, to 
book your Advanced Body Composition and Optifast consulta-
tion, or to contact the office of Women’s OB/GYN Associates, 
visit my.womensobgyn.info and “Like” their page on Facebook.

The Reporter
Specialty:     Advertising
Location:  500 Clubhouse Rd.
      Vestal, NY 13850
Name:      Bonnie Rozen
Phone:     607-724-2360, ext. 244
Fax:  607-724-2311
E-mail:    bonnie@thereportergroup.org
Website:  www.thereportergroup.org
Hours:     Mon.-Thurs., 10:30 am-5 pm, Fri. 10:30 am- 

4 pm
With 50 years’ experience in sales, and celebrating 22 

years at The Reporter, Bonnie truly enjoys working with 
people to get the word out about their businesses, and help-
ing them to create the look they want for their print ads.  
“Satisfaction guaranteed” is her mantra.

“I feel a great sense of responsibility to my clients and 
to our community,” says Bonnie. 

Bonnie is the current president and the past treasurer of 
Success Network, a business association in the Twin Tiers 
of New York since 1998. 

Call her today to discuss options for advertising in The 
Reporter and in its sister papers: The New Jewish Voice 
in Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, CT; Connections 
in Western CT; The Reporter in Scranton, PA; and Jewish 
Observer in Syracuse, NY.

“It really intensified a sense of Israel 
being central,” Sarna said. “American 
Jews love moments when their Ameri-
canness and their Jewishness reinforce 

which experienced a period of euphoria 
following the war. Immigration to the 
Jewish state rose steadily in the late 1960s 
and early ‘70s, and American Jews would 
later have a disproportionate presence in 
the settlement movement. While American 
Jews make up about 5 percent of Israelis 
overall, they comprise 15 percent of West 
Bank settlers, according to Oxford Professor 
Sara Yael Hirschhorn, author of the recent 
book “City on a Hilltop,” about American 
Jews in the settlement movement.

“There was just this spontaneous need 
on the part of Jews around the world to 
physically connect to Israel because of this 
feeling that we almost lost Israel,” said Klein 
Halevi, who has written about channeling 
his own Jewish fears and pride into the 
militant Jewish Defense League – a youthful 
flirtation with extremism he eventually left 
behind. An Israeli since 1982, he recalled the 
post-war euphoria spoken about in Israel, 
where “there was this feeling that Jewish 
history is over, and we won. Certainly the 
wars were over. The Arabs would never be 
foolish enough to attack us again.”

Even amid the celebration, cracks of 
discord began to appear. Jewish leaders 
bristled at criticism from liberal Ameri-
cans who had allied with Jews on domestic 
policy fights like civil rights. Criticism 
of Israel’s military gains from some Afri-
can-American leaders further weakened a 
once strong black-Jewish alliance that had 
begun fraying half a year earlier, when 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee expelled its white members. 
“In the liberal camp, there’s a hostility 

directed at Israel” following the war, 
Wertheimer said. “American Jews looked 
upon these individuals as their allies, as 
their colleagues in some of the great bat-
tles. They could not begin to understand 
why, when it came to this matter, these 
allies turned on Israel.”

Half a century after the victory, organized 
American Jewry wrestles with its legacy. 
Fund-raisers and activists lament that there 
isn’t the same kind of unifying cause around 
which Jews can rally. Committed activists 
are split among a right wing that feels God 
delivered into Jewish hands a land that can 
never again be divided, and a left wing that 
sees the war and the decisions made in its 
aftermath as the start of what has become 
Israel’s most intractable problem: control 
of millions of Arabs living on lands seized 
during the victory.

Five decades later, says Hirschhorn, 
the joy felt in 1967 has faded for many 
American Jews born long after the war. 
They don’t remember the Six-Day War as 
a massacre averted or a near miraculous 
victory of David over Goliath. For Jews with 
memories of 1967, Hirschhorn said, feeling 
strong was an exhilarating experience. Now 
American Jews are still grappling with the 
meaning of Jewish power. “The pride they 
felt in that moment has changed for our 
generation, who look at it in a different 
way and have seen the outcome of the war,” 
said Hirschhorn, who was born well after 
the war. “Now the question of our genera-
tion is, how do you manage Jewish power 
responsibly, whether that’s in the state of 
Israel or outside of it?”

American Continued from page 5

One hundred two members of the Bnei Menashe Jewish community, all of whom 
immigrated to Israel from India in February, officially joined Israeli society on May 15 
after having completed their formal conversion to Judaism and an intensive Hebrew 
course at Shavei Israel’s absorption center in Kfar Hasidim. The new immigrants, who 
have received Israeli citizenship, will all settle in Nazareth Illit, which already has a 
Bnei Menashe community. The immigrants all hail from the northeastern Indian state 
of Mizoram, which borders Burma and Bangladesh, and is home to the second-largest 
concentration of Bnei Menashe in India after that of the state of Manipur. (Photo by 
Yehuda Schwartz/Shavei Israel)

Indian Bnei Menashe officially 
join Israeli society 

one another. There’s this sense that the 
Six-Day War is a victory for America and 
for the Jewish people.”

Jews also began traveling more to Israel, 
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the Holocaust’s victims were just like us.
A second challenge is that many of these elderly Jews 

lost fathers in the war, among the millions of Soviet men 
who never returned. For example, when the Germans 
invaded the Soviet Union in the spring of 1941, Reuven’s 
father was drafted and sent to the front. A few days later, 
the family left their home in Bobruisk to stay ahead of the 
advancing German army. Shortly thereafter, Reuven’s father 
returned to help his family escape, but all he found was a 
crater where the family home had been. He returned to the 
front and eventually died in battle. Seventy-six years later, 
Reuven cried telling us that his father perished without 
knowing whether his family was alive.

Third, after the war ended, although proudly victorious 
in defeating Nazism, this generation of Jews continued to 
endure persecution in the Soviet Union. The regime enforced 

By Jacob Kamaras
JNS.org

With its forces vastly outnumbered by Arab armies, Is-
rael’s victory in the 1948 War of Independence was widely 
considered a modern-day miracle. The Jewish state shocked 
the world again in 1967 by significantly expanding its 
borders and reunifying Jerusalem during the Six-Day War. 

In 2017, the perceived miracles keep coming. Forthe 
69th Israeli Independence Day (Yom Ha’atzmaut, which 
was celebrated on May 2), JNS.org recounts five of Israel’s 
latest achievements.

Baseball fever
Team Israel far surpassed expectations at the World 

Baseball Classic in March, starting the international 
tournament with a four-game winning streak – including 
victories over baseball powerhouses South Korea, Taiwan 
and Cuba – before losses to The Netherlands and Japan 
ended its run.

Israel’s squad, comprised of Jewish Americans who 
are eligible for Israeli citizenship, garnered attention from 
major mainstream media outlets. ESPN ran a feature article 
dubbing Israel’s the “Jamaican bobsled team of the WBC,” 
given its underdog story. The New York Times ran with the 
headline, “With Mirth and a Mensch, Israel Upsets South 
Korea in WBC,” referring to the team’s mascot, the plush 
Chanukah toy Mensch on a Bench.

Five of Israel’s latest “miracles” leading up to its
69th birthday

A “new sheriff” at the U.N.
Israel has experienced 

decades of bias and dis-
proportionate criticism 
from the United Nations, 
but the nascent Trump 
administration – under 
the leadership of Am-
bassador to the U.N. 
Nikki Haley – is vowing 
to chart a new course for 
the world body’s culture 
on the Jewish state.

During her speech 
at March’s AIPAC policy conference, Haley described 
herself as the U.N.’s “new sheriff in town” and declared 
“the days of Israel-bashing are over.” Haley, who in April 
assumed the U.N. Security Council’s rotating monthly 
presidency, has promised to refocus the council away 
from the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“The incredibly destructive nature of Iranian and Hez-
bollah activities throughout the Middle East demands much 
more of our attention. It should become this council’s 
priority in the region,” she said on April 20.

Start-up nation’s $15 billion 
bombshell

In the latest and largest coup for Israel’s “start-up 
nation” reputation, the American high-tech giant Intel in 
March agreed to buy Israeli vision technology developer 
Mobileye for $15.3 billion. Intel hopes the acquisition 
will help it rise to the forefront of the rapidly expanding 

self-driving car market.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the Intel-Mo-

bileye deal would lead to the creation of “thousands of 
additional jobs” in Israel.

Economy “defying gravity”
A nearly nonexistent inflation rate and low unemploy-

ment helped propel Israel to the No. 3 spot on a list of the 
world’s most stable and promising economies for 2016, 
published by the Bloomberg financial news agency in 
April. Also in April, a report by Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch deemed the Israeli economy “on a robust recovery 
path with growth rates running at 3 to 4 percent levels,” 
noting that the Bank of Israel was “defying gravity” by 
checking the appreciation of the shekel against the dollar.

The number of foreign tourists visiting Israel, mean-
while, reached an all-time high of 739,000 in the first quarter 
of 2017. Israeli Tourism Ministry officials hope 2013’s 
record number of 3.54 million tourists visiting Israel will 
be surpassed this year.

Energy independence day?
What says “independence” more than energy 

independence?
Government ministers from Israel, Cyprus, Greece, 

Italy and the European Union in April agreed to advance 
the creation of the world’s longest gas pipeline, running 
1,200 miles undersea between Israel and Italy. The pipeline 
– which will cost upwards of $5.5 billion and is slated for 
completion by 2025 – is expected to significantly increase 
Israel’s natural gas export potential and strengthen the 
Jewish state’s position as an emerging energy powerhouse 
in the Mediterranean.

A satellite image of the Mediterranean Sea. (Photo by Eric 
Gaba/NASA World Wind)

Cody Decker (right), a member of Team Israel at the World 
Baseball Classic, posed with the Israeli team’s mascot – the 
Chanukah toy Mensch on a Bench (left) – at a WBC press 
conference in March. (Photo by Cody Decker via Twitter)

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
Nikki Haley on stage at the 
AIPAC conference in March. 
(Photo by AIPAC)

The Israeli company Mobileye’s technology at work. (Photo 
by Moshe Shai/Flash90)

Poor Continued from page 2
strict quotas to limit the access of Jews to education and pro-
fessional opportunities. In addition, because of the regime’s 
hostility to religion in general, and to Judaism in particular, 
Jews were not allowed to study Jewish texts, observe Jewish 
holidays, pass on Jewish traditions to their children, join 
synagogues or operate other Jewish communal institutions.

Fourth, because of this discrimination, as well as the 
lack of economic opportunity more generally in the region, 
elderly Jews in the former Soviet Union are the poorest 
Jews in the world despite their advanced education and 
well-known appetite for culture and the arts. A retired en-
gineer or doctor in Ukraine has a pension of approximately 
$2 per day, and her counterpart in Russia has a pension of 
perhaps $5 per day. I visited an elderly woman in Bobruisk 
who lives in what once was a stable. She has no indoor 
plumbing and relies on a small wood stove – with fuel for 
only a couple of hours a day – to combat the effects of a 
Belarus winter. Thousands of elderly Jews live in this sort 
of poverty throughout the region. The conditions are hard 
to imagine for those who have not seen them first-hand.

Finally, many of these elderly Jews are alone in confronting 
these harsh conditions. In the past quarter century, a million 
Jews have left the former Soviet Union for Israel, and hundreds 
of thousands have gone to the United States and Western 
Europe. Obviously, this emigration has been a great success 

for the immigrants themselves, and for the new communities 
they now call home. But those left behind have had to fend 
for themselves. Unlike their Christian neighbors, who depend 
on their children for care, elderly Jews often are on their own.

These Jewish heroes deserve our help, and improving 
their lives is much easier than you might think. Today, the 
organization I lead, the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, helps care for 110,000 elderly Jews, including 
50,000 victims of the Nazis. With partners such as the Claims 
Conference, the International Fellowship of Christians and 
Jews and Jewish federations, we provide food, medicine, 
home care and other forms of critical support. The cost 
of home care averages about $4 per hour. For those of us 
who arrange care for relatives in the U.S., this number 
is astonishingly low. The cost of our daily cappuccino is 
enough to change the life of one of these Jewish heroes.

It is no secret that the American Jewish community is 
divided about many important issues today. But there can 
be no disagreement about the sacrifice and heroism of this 
generation, or about the life-saving impact we can have 
assisting them. Indeed, by helping them, we find the pro-
found satisfaction of putting into action the sacred values 
and obligations that unite us as a people.

David Schizer is the CEO of the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee.

From JNS.org
Icelandic airline to begin $149 flights 
to Israel in September

The low-cost Icelandic airline WOW announced on 
May 16 it would begin operating flights to Israel from the 
U.S. starting Sept. 12. The Icelandic carrier began selling 
tickets for the flights on May 16, offering $149 one-way 
flights to Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion Airport from Boston, 
Baltimore, Chicago, Pittsburgh and Newark, NJ, as well 
as $199 one-way flights from Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and Miami. WOW said it will offer the flights, which will 
include connections via Iceland’s capital of Reykjavik, four 
times per week. “Visitors from all over the world continue 
to be attracted to the unique city of Tel Aviv and we are 
honored to have the opportunity to offer travel from the 
United States in a more efficient way with the best possible 
prices,” said Skúli Mogensen, founder and CEO of WOW. 
Israeli Tourism Minister Yariv Levin said, “I’m confident 
the launching of this new historic route will significantly 
increase the number of tourists traveling to Israel from 
Iceland, Canada and the U.S., and will also contribute to 
the unprecedented trend of growth in the number of tourists 
visiting Israel over the last number of months.”
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Congregational Notes

RABBI GEOFFREY BROWN, TEMPLE ISRAEL, VESTAL

Weekly Parasha
Behar-Bechukotai, Leviticus 25:1-27:34

Friday, May 19, light candles ............................. 8:03 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, May 20 ......................... 9:05 pm
Friday, May 26, light candles ............................. 8:10 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, May 27 ......................... 9:11 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, 
and surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays 
and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, May 20, at 11:15 am, Shabbat Noar services 
will be held.

On Tuesday, May 30, erev first day Shavuot services will 
be held at 8:30 pm, followed by a study session.

It may come as no surprise that many Jewish people 
are relatively good at math. Beginning with our combined 
parashat Behar-Bechukotai in the way of example, the 
great mathematical sages configured as many as seven 
designated parashot to be read together in the annual cycle, 
depending on the number of Shabbatot in the year. Behar 
is truly a case in point on counting and numbers and their 
inherent significance. If humankind is blessed with a day 
of rest every one day in seven, then why shouldn’t the earth 
be given a similar form of rest? One year of every seven 
“vi-shav-tah ha-aretz Shabbat l’Hashem,” “and the land 
shall observe a Shabbat for the Lord.” (Leviticus 25:2)

The Torah is quite specific regarding the sabbatical year, 
so much so that it details its reasoning in two other books, 
Exodus 23:11 and Deuteronomy 15:1-6. In Behar, we are 
strictly forbidden to work the land in the seventh year, while 

Counting numbers
the land’s produce may be eaten by the landowner. In Exo-
dus, the purpose of the sabbatical year is to provide for the 
poor to gather and eat what the owner leaves behind. Social 
concerns are highlighted in Deuteronomy, but instead of 
focusing on produce, it pertains to the cancellation of debts.

It wasn’t enough for God to bestow on Israel a once-
every-seventh-year earth rest. Every seven cycles of seven 
years, God commanded us to observe a jubilee year. Within 
the text, laws pertaining to the jubilee are inaugurated and 
its sanctity is spelled out with two core principles: land 
is released from its work and indentured servants are also 
released from their work. According to biblical scholar 
Nehama Leibowitz, jubilee laws are designed to balance 
the socio-political dimension of humanity by requiring 
that property be returned to its original owners. She offers 
that the laws may have allowed for the redistribution of 

wealth and that rather than sustain a system wherein land 
ownership and wealth are monopolized by the few, jubilee 
laws guarantee that land would return every 50 years, a 
true promotion of justice and equity.

Ethical concerns of caring for the land and for destitute 
people living as indentured servants and slaves all find 
respite in Behar, culminating in the jubilee year’s complete 
release or liberation – d’ror – for the land is God’s on loan. 
People who have sold themselves to pay a debt are also 
on loan, and all become released-liberated in the 50th year. 
If you have been paying attention to the numbers in this 
brief parasha synopsis, you may conclude that the number 
seven rules the day. To further affirm seven’s prominence, 
the jubilee year is inaugurated in the seventh month! Why? 
Because the autumnal New Year, Rosh Hashanah, with its 
biblical roots, begins the agricultural cycle.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, May 19 ...................................................... 7:15 pm
Shabbat, May 20 ....................................................... 9 am
 .....................................................Mincha/Maariv 7:55 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., May 21 ........................................................ 8:30 am
Mon.-Thurs., May 22-25 ............................................ 7 am
Fri., May 26 ........................................................... 6:50 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., May 21-25 ........................................ 8:10 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Sunday, May 21, Dr. Chaim Joy and Cathy Ve-
lenchik will be recognized for their involvement and 
commitment to the Jewish community, particularly Beth 
David Synagogue. The event will start at 3 pm with 
cocktails followed by dinner at 3:30 pm.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, May 19, at 7:30 pm, there will be confir-
mation and Shabbat evening services with Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell and Shari Neuberger.

On Saturday, May 20, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah 
study on “Conflict Narratives in the Bible.”

On Sunday, May 21, at 10 am, there will be an adult ed-
ucation brunch at the temple with Jonathan Krasno, Ph.D., 
on “Trying to Explain the 2016 Election.”

On Tuesday, May 23, from 1:30-3 pm, there will be an 
adult b’nai mitzvah class. At 7 pm, there will be the annual 
congregational meeting.

On Wednesday, May 24, at 7 pm, there will be a Taste 
of Judaism.

On Friday, May 26, at 7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and 
Jason Flatt, assisted by the Fitch family.

On Saturday, May 27, at 10:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
morning services celebrating Elana and Erica Fitch becom-
ing b’not mitzvah with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell 
and Jason Flatt.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Friday, May 19, beginning at 5 pm, there will be 
a Sisterhood happy hour and Kabalat Shabbat services. 
Rabbi Geoffrey Brown will lead services and Sisterhood 
will provide refreshments.

On Saturday, May 20, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah por-
tion will be Leviticus 25:1-27: 34. The haftarah will be 
Jeremiah  16:19-17:14. Bima guest will be Hersh Rozen.

On Sunday, May 21, at 10 am, there will be a Temple 
Israel/Temple Concord adult education brunch and pro-
gram at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. 
Jonathan Karp will be the featured speaker. The cost 
will be $5 per person. To RSVP, call Temple Concord 
at 723-7355.

On Friday, May 26,at 6:30 pm, at Brookdale Senior 
Living there will be Shabbat on the Road.

On Saturday, May 27, there will be the bar mitzvahs 
of Evan and Matthew Koffman.



May 19-25, 2017 Page 11 - The Reporter

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

The JCC Friendship Club met on May 10 to hear about 
the holiday of Lag B’Omer. It is a minor holiday and fell 
on May 14 this year. Ann Brillant told us how this holiday 
started. When counting the omer for 49 days from Passover 
to Shavuot, in the time of Rabbi Akiva, there was a plague 
and many of his students died. The story goes on to tell us 
that the plague ended on the 33rd day. Therefore, this is a 
happy day in the midst of the sad days of the counting. On 
this day, weddings may occur and men can shave. It has 
become a time when 3-year-old boys get their first hair cut. 
It has become a time when Jewish people have picnics and 
bonfires. Children play with bows and arrows in memory 
of Bar Kochba, who led an unsuccessful revolt in 132 C.E. 
against Roman rule. There are also other explanations by 
other sages about this holiday.

During the snack period a few members remembered 
seeing Sylvia Diamond in a commercial on TV recently. 
It was a public service ad by Office for Aging about 

At right: Camp JCC participants performed on the Jewish 
Community Center stage last year.

A two-week theater camp will offered from August 
14-25, from 9 am-noon, at the Jewish Community 
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The classes will 
cost $130 for JCC members or $160 for non-members.

Children ages 8-11 will learn from professional actor 
and director Josh Sedelmeyer. Throughout the two-
week camp, students will develop their acting skills 
and explore the various aspects of putting on a show. 
On the last day of camp, the students will perform for 
an audience.

For more information, or to register, contact Lynette 
Errante at lynettee@binghamtonjcc.org or by calling 
724-2417, ext. 421.

JCC theater camp in AugustBread making 
class on May 21

A two-hour baking class will be held on Sunday, 
May 21, from 1-3 pm, at the Jewish Community Center, 
500 Clubhouse Rd.,Vestal. The program will teach 
the basics for baking a classic loaf and dinner rolls.

Harry Cohen, a JCC Kids’ Connection teacher, will 
be the class instructor. All ingredients and equipment 

will be supplied.
The cost to attend will 

be $30 for both JCC mem-
bers and non-members.

For more information, 
or to register, call 724-
2417 by Friday, May 19.

scams aimed at senior citizens. Sue Herzog remem-
bered being in a commercial with her daughter who was 
5-years-old at the time. Morty Hofstein told us about 
being on the news in the Bronx in his official capacity 
of a New York City policeman. Sylvia was also in the 
news in New York City. She was in a parade in her Girl 
Scout uniform with her Girl Scout troop. As the camera 
filmed the parade it went lower and lower. When it got 
to the Girl Scouts it showed their feet marching along. 
We had a good laugh when she pointed out to her family 
which were her feet.

On Wednesday, May 24, at 1 pm, the JCC Friendship 
Club will join Roz Antoun’s game day at the JCC. There 
will be tables set up for different games, such as bridge, 
canasta and others. Come join us on the following Wednes-
day at 1:30 pm.

Sylvia Diamond
President

CRIF called the ensuing summit a “grotesque” event in 
light of international inaction on the wholesale slaughter 
of civilians in Syria.

French Jewry’s mainstream also objected to France’s 
leading role within the European Union in singling out 
Israeli West Bank settlements and their products, and 
to Socialist Party lawmakers who supported a unilateral 
declaration of Palestinian statehood.

During the town hall meeting, Macron said that like 
Hollande, he would recognize a Palestinian state only 
after a negotiated settlement agreed upon by Israel and 
the Palestinians.

Then there are fears that Macron’s tolerance-driven 
agenda is too accommodating to Muslim fundamentalists. 
Many French Jews perceive Islamism as the main threat 
facing their communities following a string of deadly 
jihadist attacks on Jewish and non-Jewish targets.

In Macron’s official platform, he speaks of “fighting 
with determination against all radical streams that distort 
the values” of Islam. But whereas Le Pen and the right-of-
center Fillon proposed concrete punitive steps, including 
revoking the French nationality of radicals and deporting 
them, Macron has remained vague, proposing to conduct 
the fight by “helping French Muslims to achieve the [re-
structuring] of their institutions.”

Sensing he was losing the audience’s affection, Macron 
told the CRIF crowd, “Hang on, I can return to the UNE-
SCO vote, which is a different matter.” He added: “It’s a 
mistake and I condemn it.” But Macron also insisted that 
the UNESCO vote was a technical glitch, provoking more 
dismissive boos and laughter from dozens of listeners and 
an intervention by Kalifat.

“Yes, but there were two votes, Mr. Macron,” Kalifat 
said. “They were definitely not unintentional.”

Macron also infuriated members of the French Jewish 
community when he visited a Holocaust monument during 
the last stretch of the campaign. Although the visit was 
meant to draw a contrast with the Holocaust denial roots 
of Le Pen’s party, the French-Jewish philosopher Alain 
Finkielkraut said Macron’s actions turned the genocide 
into a “campaign argument.”

Regardless of their differences, Macron is nonetheless 
someone French Jews can respect, according to Philippe 
Karsenty, a French Jewish politician and pro-Israel activist 
who supported Fillon in the first round, but switched to 
Macron against Le Pen. “I disagree with him on many issues 
– Israel, his vision of French history,” Karsenty told JTA. 
“I think he’s too naive, like former U.S. President Barack 
Obama or Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. But his 
background is in banking, in business. He’s accomplished. 
And he understands the power of compromise.”

French Continued from page 1

think about having kosher food, 
how they think about eating 
in a synagogue,” he said of 
Aviv. “I didn’t understand why 
synagogues didn’t use their 
kitchens, which are usually 
large, industrial and kosher, to 
do something beyond serving 
kugel on Saturday afternoon.”

Posner was raised in an ob-
servant Jewish family and was 
trained as a chef in downtown 
Chicago’s fancy restaurants. 
As he returned to Jewish ob-
servance as an adult, he knew 
that working Friday and Saturday nights – the busiest 
times for restaurants – would prevent him from keeping the 
Sabbath. So he left the restaurant scene and two years ago 
founded Wandering Foods. Last year, he entered rabbinical 
school at the Conservative movement’s Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York.

In addition to elevating the quality of Ashkenazi 
recipes, Posner aims to fuse them with other cuisines, 
from Sephardi dishes to other American and global 
culinary traditions. The matzah ball soup, for example, 

Chef Continued from page 7
included shiitake mushrooms; 
for dessert, the flourless choc-
olate cake was accompanied 
by green tea ice cream and 
espresso. “It’s not just a Sep-
hardic-Ashkenazic mashup,” 
said Posner, who will also be 
hosting a regular supper club 
on the Upper West Side of 
Manhattan beginning in May. 
“It’s taking specific items, 
specific techniques, specific 
ingredients, understanding 
them in their own contexts 
and then making something 

that’s greater than the sum of its parts.”
Posner isn’t sure what he’s going to do after rabbinical 

school or how long he can sustain Wandering Foods with 
a full course load. But he said working in a kitchen and 
behind a pulpit aren’t all that different. In both cases, he 
said, Posner feels he’s leading “a life in service.

“People seek out rabbis for a lot of the reasons they go 
to restaurants,” he said. “They go for the most momentous 
occasions of their lives. People want experiences. People 
want to feel cared for.”

The Pickle Platter at Aviv included pickled cucumbers, 
pickled asparagus tips, beet-pickled eggs,  olive 
tapenade, citrus-carrot horseradish, Tam Tams and 
matzah. (Photo by Aleya Cydney Photography)

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Monument to non-Jewish Polish 
resistance fighter unveiled in Warsaw

A monument to a non-Jewish Polish Army officer who 
reported on atrocities at Auschwitz after allowing himself to 
be captured and later fought in the resistance was unveiled 
in Warsaw. The May 13 honor for Capt. Witold Pilecki came 
in the presence of his son, daughter and other descendants, 
the Associated Press reported. Pilecki allowed himself to 
be captured by German troops in 1940 in order to provide 
the anti-Nazi underground and their allies with reports 
from Auschwitz. He wrote and smuggled out reports on the 
death camp to his superiors before fleeing in April 1943, 
heading to Warsaw and fighting in the Polish resistance. 
After the war Pilecki went to Italy before returning to 
Soviet-dominated Poland, where he was executed in 1948 
for espionage and treason by the communist authorities. 
His body was buried in a mass grave.
ADL to train staff of Mexico’s U.S. 
consulates on how to help attack victims

The Anti-Defamation League will train the staff of Mexico’s 
50 consulates in the United States on how to assist nationals 
who are victims of attacks and harassment. “Through our 
regional offices we are the first to be called in case of a hate 
crime,” ADL National Director Jonathan Greenblatt said at 
a May 12 news conference in Mexico City, the Elance Judio 
news website reported. “When a synagogue is defaced, when 
a Jewish person is assaulted, but also when black person is 
attacked or a Latino or a Hispanic person, often we get a call. 
We hope to share our expertise, to do hands-on training, to 
make it easier for Mexican consular officials to handle the 
incoming calls, to prepare their staff to reach out to understand 
what’s happening and track the information more effectively.” 
Several Mexican consulates have recently reached out to ADL 
to help deal with an increase in attacks against Mexicans and 
Americans of Mexican background. “Many of the immigrants 
who are citizens or who are not yet citizens are afraid to call the 
authorities. They are afraid of the questions – for this reason 
they call the consulates. Ambassador [Geronimo] Gutierrez is 
very enthusiastic,” said Greenblatt, who also praised Mexican 
President Enrique Pena Nieto for his commitment to supporting 
his country’s Jewish community. “This robust collaboration 
will allow your government to do its job to protect your own 
citizens and compatriots abroad and syncs with our mission, 
which is to fight discrimination.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF

expect to discover archaic findings in ancient sites hun-
dreds and thousands of years old, but here in front of us 
we uncovered a relatively young story, 100 years old,” 
he said. “These findings are evidence of one of the major 
battles that occurred in the land of Israel between British 
and Turkish forces in World War I.”

WWI Continued from page 4

From JNS.org
Fire severely damages historic NYC 
synagogue

A fire severely damaged the historic, 167-year-old Beth 
Hamedrash Hagadol synagogue on Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side on May 14. Police sources said three people, believed to 
be minors, were spotted on surveillance footage fleeing the 
synagogue as it burst into flames, reported the New York Post. 
An eyewitness corroborated the report, telling fire officials 
he saw three people fleeing the synagogue as the fire began. 
The synagogue’s Gothic-style building is almost completely 
destroyed. Holly Kaye, who has worked for several years to 
preserve the historic synagogue, said she doesn’t believe the 
fire was the result of a hate crime. Trespassers had repeatedly 
broken into the site in recent weeks, she noted. “It seems like 
it was malicious nonsense from kids playing around,” said 

Kaye, founder of the Lower East Side Jewish Conservancy.
IDF lends its power and technology 
to animal protection

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – In a recently 
launched project, IDF soldiers from the Combat Intelligence 
Collection Corps, including spotters, will help protect Israel’s 
wildlife and nature. IDF spotters have more than 100 cam-
eras at their disposal in Judea and Samaria and in the Jordan 
Valley, where their primary mission is to identify security 
breaches, such as enemy infiltrations, and to call in forces to 
thwart them. But now the IDF spotters will also help prevent 
animal abuse. In recent days, soldiers from the corps spotted 
a group of hunters armed with hunting rifles. Due to the quick 
work of the soldiers, the hunters were caught and handed 
over to the police for criminal prosecution. “The first goal 
is to identify hunters and antiquities thieves in the spotters’ 

scanning sector. The second is to gather information about 
animals in the scan sector for the purposes of research and 
preservation,” said Maj. Mani Abramov, a deputy commander 
of the IDF Nitzan Battalion. As part of their new mission, 
the spotters will scan areas under their supervision for any 
unusual activity and will summon other IDF units in the area 
or if necessary, Israel’s Nature and Parks Authority and other 
environmental protection agencies. The military’s partnership 
with the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel and the 
INPA began in 2014 as part of the “Nature Defense Forces” 
project. The spotters use thermal binoculars, enabling optimal 
vision. They also undergo training that includes joint field 
tours with park rangers and lectures on pertinent subjects. 
The Combat Intelligence Collection Corps plans to expand 
the project to include other battalions.

Chinese investment pours into Israel 
as U.S. tightens regulations

Chinese firms are failing to close business deals in the 
U.S. due to tightening American commercial regulations, 
prompting Asian firms to seek out new cutting-edge markets 
– such as Israel – for investing large amounts of Chinese 
capital. In 2016, Chinese investment in Israel increased 
tenfold to a record $16.5 billion as capital from China poured 
into start-ups in the Jewish state’s high-tech, cybersecurity 
and medical technology sectors. A notable increase in 
these investments began towards the end of 2016, around 
the time new U.S. regulations and protectionist policies 
started coming into effect. Juxtaposing the significant 
increase in Chinese investment in Israel, data indicates 
Chinese investments in the U.S. decreased a record $26.3 
billion in 2016. “I’m flying to Israel in May where we’ve 
selected more than 10 potential targets,” Li Dongsheng, 
chairman of the TCL Corporation electronics company, 
told Reuters in a report published the week of May 12. 
Chen Shuang, CEO of China Everbright Limited, a Hong 
Kong-based investment branch of the state-owned China 
Everbright Group, is also seeking to invest in Israel’s “start-
up nation.” “Our Israel-focused fund has already invested 
in four local firms there, and we plan to invest in another 
three to four within this year,” Shuang told Reuters. Israeli 
companies have expressed similar enthusiasm regarding 
the increased Chinese interest. “We are not worried to take 
Chinese money over U.S. money. If you can deliver, there 
are endless opportunities,” Tomer Bar-Zeev of Israel’s 
ironSource, which builds various tools for app developers.

Jordan, Egypt, P.A. declare eastern 
Jerusalem “capital of Palestine”

Jordan, Egypt and the Palestinian Authority declared eastern 
Jerusalem as the “capital of Palestine” ahead of President Don-
ald Trump’s visit to Israel May 22-23. “Everyone is convinced 
that the president of the United States wants to act effectively 
for peace,” Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi said on 
May 14 at a press conference in Amman, alongside Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Sameh Shukri and Palestinian chief negotiator 
Saeb Erekat. “The three of us felt a genuine commitment by 
Trump to resolve the conflict,” said Safadi. In addition to con-
veying optimism regarding the Trump administration’s renewed 
peace push, the three Arab diplomats pressed for a two-state 
solution involving an independent Palestinian state based on 
the pre-1967 lines, with eastern Jerusalem as its capital. The 
Arab officials insisted the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the root 
of all tension in the Middle East, and that a two-state solution 
would remedy regional conflicts and promote stability. Critics 
of a two-state solution based on the pre-1967 lines say those 
borders would be indefensible for Israel.
Danon calls on U.N. to take action 
against P.A. terror payments

Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon 
called on members of the U.N. Security Council to “take action” 
against the Palestinian Authority for its payments to terrorists 
and their families. “In 2016, the P.A. dedicated almost $130 
million of its budget to paying imprisoned terrorists,” Danon 
said at a press conference on May 11. “They spent another 
$175 million in allowances to the families of so-called martyrs. 
Altogether, the P.A. paid more than $300 million directly in 
support of terrorists every single year.” According to Danon, 
the amount spent by the P.A. comprises nearly 7 percent of 
its annual budget and 30 percent of the foreign aid it receives 
from the international community. “So many members of the 
Security Council, so many U.N. member-states are sending their 
people’s money to support terrorists,” Danon said. Danon also 
noted the P.A. has paid terrorists, or the relatives of terrorists, 
who have murdered American and British citizens in recent 
years. In April, the P.A. announced it would give 57-year-old 
Jamil Tamimi, a Palestinian terrorist who murdered British 
exchange student Hannah Bladon on Jerusalem’s light rail, a 
monthly stipend of approximately $1,000.
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