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Spotlight

Happy Passover

L-r: Felix Yu, Mia Garzo, Morgan Powell, Ty Burdick and Jaidan Ramie were among 
the JCC Kids Connection children learning about and preparing for Passover.

Big Galut(e) to perform at the International Jewish 
Music Festival and Competition

By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
The Oneonta-based klezmer group Big 

Galut(e) has been invited to perform at the 
2017 International Jewish Music Festival and 
Competition in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
The event, which is held every other year, will 
be held from Thursday-Monday, May 4-8, 
and marks the 20th anniversary of the festival.

“We’re thrilled to be participating in 
the International Jewish Music Festival 

and Competition,” said Robin Seletsky in 
an e-mail interview. Seletsky, a classically 
trained clarinetist, plays klezmer as a soloist 
and as part of the Big Galut(e) ensemble. 
Other members of the group include Sasha 
Margolis, Michael Leopold, Mark Rubin-
stein and Richard Sosinsky.

“We’ve performed as a group in many 
places, including California and Hawaii, 
but, to date, not in Europe,” Seletsky add-

Big Galut(e) members (l-r) Richard Sosinsky, Sasha Margolis, Robin Seletsky, Michael 
Leopold and Mark Rubinstein.

ed. “And meeting other musicians from 
around the globe who play Jewish music 
will be very special. There will be artists 
from Eastern Europe, Israel, the U.K. and 

The Netherlands. Although we will be 
competing against each other during one 
portion of the event, my understanding is 
See “Festival” on page 5

As part of the celebration of the found-
ing of Binghamton University’s Center 
for Israel Studies, a number of events will 
be held on Monday, April 24, on campus. 
The day will include an interview with and 
reading by Israeli author Dorit Rabinyan, 
and a roundtable discussion about Israel in 

Kol Haverim, the Finger Lakes Com-
munity for Humanistic Judaism, will host 
a community Passover seder on Saturday, 
April 15, at 4 pm. The seder will be held at 
Foundation of Light, 391 Turkey Hill Rd., 
Ithaca. Kol Haverim Chairman Jonathan 

BU Center for Israel Studies announces full-day event
the Middle East with Michael Eisenstadt, 
Kahn fellow and director of the Military and 
Security Studies Program at the Washing-
ton Institute for Near Eastern Policy, and 
Michael Koplow, policy director of the 
Israel Policy Forum. The events are open 
to the public. 

From 1:15-2:45 pm, Rabinyan will read 
from and discuss her novel “All the Rivers” 
with Libman. From 3-4:30 pm, there will 
be a roundtable on Israel in the Middle East 
with Eisenstadt and Koplow. All events 
will take place on campus in the University 
Union, on the second floor in room 215. 

For more information, contact the Center 
at IsraelStudies@Binghamton.edu.

Rabinyan was born in Israel to an Ira-
nian-Jewish family. She is the recipient of 
the Itzhak Vinner Prize, the ACUM Award, 
The Prime Minister’s Prize and the Jewish 

Kol Haverim to hold community seder on April 15
Joseph will lead a participatory Humanistic 
seder. Celebratory music will be performed 
by Mel & Sol.

A non-kosher traditional seder dinner 
will be prepared by Word of Mouth Cater-
ing, of Trumansburg, including a vegetarian 

soup. There will also be dish-to-pass salads, 
side dishes and desserts. Guests have been 
encouraged to bring a dish.

Paid reservations can be made by 
contacting Joseph at 351-7116, or at 
holidays@kolhaverim.net. The cost will 

be $38 for non-member adults, $20 for 
member adults or $10 for children ages 
5-12. Children under 5 will be admitted 
for free. Checks should be sent to Kol 
Haverim, Passover Seder, P.O. Box 4972, 
Ithaca, NY 14852-4972.

“The Great War: A Turning Point for World Jewry?”

Impact of World War I on Ottoman Jewry to be first 
program in CJS series

See “BU” on page 5

See “CJS” on page 6

On the 100th anniversary of the U.S. entry 
into World War I, the spring 2017 series of 
College of Jewish Studies courses will focus 
on the impact of the war on world Jewry. 
All programs will begin at 7:30 pm and 
be held at the Jewish Community Center, 
500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The first of the 
three programs in the upcoming series, 
“The Great War: A Turning Point for World 
Jewry?” will be held on Thursday, May 4.

Although many may think it was World 
War II that most significantly impacted 

the Jews of the world, scholars 
agree that World War I was “a 
turning point in Jewish history.” 
An unprecedented number of 
Jews fought for their respective 
countries and were on all sides 
of the war, and it was the Jew-
ish population of Europe that 
some say probably suffered the 
most. The death toll of Eastern 
European Jews alone has been 
estimated as high as 100,000, Dina Danon

and more than five times more 
Jews were uprooted from the Pale 
as a result of World War I. The 
entire geography of European 
Jewry, for example, was said to 
be “reconfigured.” Many argue 
that two aftermaths of World 
War I – increasing antisemitism 
leading to the Holocaust, and 
Zionism and the establishment 
of the state of Israel – was set in 
motion by World War I.

The guest speaker on May 4 will be Dina 
Danon, assistant professor of Judaic studies 
at Binghamton University. The title of her 
talk is “The End of Empire: World War I and 
its Impact on the Eastern Sephardi Diaspo-
ra.” Danon will provide an overview of the 
impact of World War I on Ottoman Jewry.

Danon’s primary research interests are 
the Sephardi communities of the eastern 
Mediterranean. Her doctoral dissertation, 
“The Transformation of the Jewish Commu-
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In My Own Words

As I write this, I have already been to one of the four 
seders I’m scheduled to attend this year. By the time 
you read this, three of them will be finished. In the past, 
the number of seders I either attended or led has varied 
from three-five a year. Actually, if all of them had tak-
en place during the same year, I could have attended a 
record six seders.

Why so many, especially when I only celebrate a one-
day chag (holiday) and don’t always attend a second-night 
seder? For years, the basic seders were 1) a first night seder 
either at home or a friend’s house, 2) a Broome Develop-
mental Center seder either the week before Passover or 
during the holiday and 3) a seder with friends who live 
in Delaware County. Seder #3 is usually scheduled on a 
Sunday afternoon so it won’t interfere with family seders. 
Since no one lives at BDC anymore, we no longer hold a 
seder there, although I do bring Passover material to the 
individuals I visit. The other possibilities for seders are the 
Women’s Seder (held before the holiday), a second night 
seder either at a community seder or a friend’s house, and 
the model seder held at my synagogue’s religious school, 
none of which happens every year. I don’t count among 
these the time during Passover when my mother and I read 

One down, three more to go
through the haggadah – translating parts we find interesting 
and singing the songs in their real tunes – A.K.A. the ones 
we used when I was growing up.

Believe it or not, I actually enjoy all of these seders 
because each of them offers me something different. For 
example, at BDC, it was a pleasure to share the holiday 
with the individuals and staff, Jewish and non-Jewish. 
(And speaking of taste: It usually took a little coaxing 
to get people to try the charoset, but once they did, it 
quickly disappeared.) The Women’s Seder offers the story 
of Jewish women, whose deeds do not always appear 
in traditional texts, and its emphasis on social justice is 
appealing. The community seder gives me an opportunity 
to celebrate the holiday with those I don’t always see on 
a regular basis. It’s also good when people from different 
synagogues, or those who don’t belong to a synagogue, 
can gather together. Even though I don’t have children in 
my synagogue’s religious school, it’s wonderful to watch 
the students react to the seder, which is always fun, if a 
bit unruly at times.

The Delaware County seder is hosted by a couple I’ve 
been friends with for decades. They organize a potluck and 
invite fellow Jews from the local community and some 

non-Jewish friends. I joke that the Jewish friends come 
from the three major branches of Judaism: the affiliated, 
the unaffiliated and the alienated. We use parts of the Re-
constructionist haggadah (which reminds me – I have to 
review all the female God language used in the blessings 
because we mostly say those). Although everyone there is 
now an adult, questions are encouraged in what has become 
a game known as “Stump the Rabbi.” That certainly keeps 
me on my toes.

When I was young, Passover was my favorite holiday, 
although that had nothing to do with the seder. My grand-
father chanted the haggadah in Hebrew and would pick up 
the pace or slow it down depending on whether the food 
was ready. I only remember those that were held at my 
aunt’s house in Scranton and she spent a decent amount 
of time during the seder in the kitchen, even though she 
hired someone to help serve the meal and clean up after-
ward. However, I loved coming early and helping with 
the preparation. The seder itself seemed anticlimactic. 
That changed as I grew more interested in Judaism. For 
me, now, the seder is a time not only to share food with 
friends, but a time to be thankful for, and to cherish, the 
freedom we often take for granted.

By Richard Friedman
Despite receiving some lackluster reviews, the film 

“The Zookeeper’s Wife,” currently playing in theaters, 
is outstanding.

The movie, based on a true story, is a Holocaust film 
starring Jessica Chastain. It takes place in Warsaw mainly 
in the early 1940s as the Nazis, who occupied Poland, were 
murdering six million European Jews. The film tells of the 
heroic struggle of Warsaw’s zookeeper and his wife to save 
Jews by courageously hiding them at great personal risk.

Reviewers for several prestigious publications criticized 
it, among other things, for not being impactful enough 
regarding the atrocities of the Holocaust, focusing more 
on the zoo’s animals than Jews, and being bland in gen-
eral. In my view, and based on the reaction to the movie 
from other members of the Jewish community who were 
at the screening of the film that I attended, those reviews 
missed the mark.

“Zookeeper’s Wife” is a moving and memorable 
Holocaust film
It is a powerful well-done narrative, Chastain and the 

rest of the cast are outstanding, and the depictions of the 
persecution and violence against the Jews were done 
effectively. The writing is strong, the plot is engrossing 
and the film does a good job of probing moral dilemmas 
that the zookeeper and his wife faced at various junctures.

Throughout the film I kept thinking about Israel and 
why having a secure and sovereign Jewish country, willing 
to welcome Jews seeking refuge on a moment’s notice, is 
so important. Israel’s rebirth as a modern country came in 
1948; had we had Israel in the late 1930s and early 1940s, 
millions of Jews likely would have been saved. 

I also thought about what a strong Jewish Federation 
movement with today’s fund-raising, education and mo-
bilization capabilities could have done at that time to help 
our fellow Jews trapped in Europe.

It’s also worth noting that the zookeeper and his wife – 
Dr. Jan Zabinski and his wife Antonina – were later honored 

by the state of Israel for their efforts to save Jews and they 
have a tree planted in their honor in Israel’s “Garden of the 
Righteous,” which is part of Yad Vashem, the country’s 
Holocaust memorial.

Please consider seeing this excellent film. It is engross-
ing, educational, effective and – yes – entertaining.

Since Israel’s rebirth in 1948, our history has proven 
that there come moments in time – such as the rescue of 
Ethiopia’s Jewish community and the massive migration 
of Soviet Jews to Israel, both having taken place in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s – that remind us how different 
things could have been in the early 1940s if we had Israel 
and a strong Jewish Federation movement.

And also if we had had more friends like the zookeeper 
and his wife.

Richard Friedman is the executive director of the 
Birmingham Jewish Federation. This article originally 
appeared in the BJF’s e-mail “Update.”

Ohio State Hillel is anti-BDS, not anti-LGBT
By Kyle Gersman

(JTA via the Forward) – The Ohio State University 
Hillel was accused recently of being anti-LGBT because 
it was forced to disassociate with a Jewish LGBT campus 
group, B’nai Keshet, after the group decided to co-spon-
sor a fund-raiser for queer refugees with Jewish Voice for 
Peace. I was shocked to hear this accusation and wanted 
to understand where it had come from and why.

Being gay and Jewish, I’m fortunate to have a supportive 
community in my life at Ohio State University, which has 
allowed me to be active throughout campus as a university 
ambassador, a brother of the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity and 
a Morrill scholar for the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, 
to name a few.

My engagement with OSU Hillel has absolutely made me 
feel more comfortable as a Jewish college student, especially 
amid rising antisemitic incidents across the country, and I 
have found an inclusive, welcoming community for LGBT 
Jews. But recently, this support has been under attack.

I sat down with both friends supporting Hillel’s 
recent actions and with friends who feel Hillel has 
an anti-LGBT impact. After hearing about the issue 

from both perspectives, I feel it’s essential to correct 
some misconceptions.

First, Hillel’s facilities and programs are open to every-
one, and that includes individuals of all gender identities 
and sexual orientations. Hillel has had programming for 
the LGBT community for more than 20 years, including 
an annual Rainbow Seder for Passover. It has created a 
160-plus page LGBT resource guide to specifically to help 
staff welcome LGBT Jews and “celebrate their identity 
with love, affirmation and joy.”

Students notice these efforts. If you’ve ever spent any 
time in Hillel, you quickly realize the volume of LGBT 
students who frequent the building, the staff members who 
feel comfortable openly belonging to the LGBT community, 
the number of LGBT programs that are hosted there, not 
to mention the giant pride flag hanging in the front office. 
Hillel’s support for our community is literally on display 
every day for all to see.

B’nai Keshet funding wasn’t cut because it is a group that 
aims to provide a community to Jewish LGBT students. It 
was disqualified from receiving funding after going against 
national Hillel policy regarding use of Hillel funds for an-

ti-Israel activity. In this case, B’nai Keshet was among the 
co-sponsors of a drag show fund-raiser for LGBT refugees 
co-organized by Jewish Voice for Peace, a group that the 
Anti-Defamation League calls “the leading anti-Zionist 
organization in the U.S. that seeks to steer public support 
away from Israel.” Both on campus and nationally, JVP is a 
major proponent of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions, 
or BDS, movement against Israel.

Frankly, the drag show itself sounds like a great event, 
and nobody disputes that supporting LGBT refugees is a 
wonderful cause. OSU Hillel’s decision was made because 
Hillel International has made it a matter of universal 
policy that it cannot give financial support to any campus 
groups that use their funds to push for BDS. This is not to 
say students from these groups are excluded from Hillel. 
Hillel’s facilities and programs are open to students of 
all political opinions. Hillel staff repeatedly met with 
B’nai Keshet and advised it not to co-sponsor the event 
because Hillel would have no alternative but to distance 
itself from the group. B’nai Keshet ignored the caution 
and carried on with JVP.
See “Ohio” on page 13
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OF NOTE

Whether you’re moving across town or 
across the country, please let The Reporter 
know so you can stay up to date on com-

munity news and quickly receive the paper 
at your new (or temporary) address! 

E-mail treporter@aol.com with “Reporter 
Address change” in the subject line, or call 
607-724-2360, ext. 254, to let The Reporter 
know about your new address.

Moving any time soon?
Or just leaving town for a few months?

Stearns
Richard (Richie) Stearns, son of David and Phillis Stearns 

and grandson of Albert and Jeanne Gilinsky Stearns, has 
been named one of Variety magazine’s 2017 Showbiz Real 
Estate Elite. He was one of several Partners Trust founders 
and associates to be named.

Film industry magazine Variety’s list of brokers were 
commended for their work in real estate, including Stea-
rns’ sale of musician and producer Atticus Ross Laurel 
Canyon home.

Said a Partners Trust representative, “While each 
associate and founder has already accomplished a great 
deal, they are continuously going above and beyond to 
enhance their presence and the renown of Partners Trust. 
Congratulations to each Showbiz Elite, and a big thank 
you to Variety for the esteemed recognition.”

Chein
Seven months of study by Mendel Chein, 9, son of Rab-

bi Zalman and Rochel Chein, of Chabad of Binghamton, 
and 836 of his peers was recognized at the final round of 
the annual International Chidon HaMitzvos in Brooklyn. 
Of nearly 3,000 children from 80 schools worldwide who 
participated in this year’s competition, Chein earned the 
highest scores on three exams and traveled to Brooklyn 
to participate in the final tournament.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneer-
son, encouraged children to study all of the Torah’s 613 
commandments as enumerated and elucidated by Mai-
monides in his “Sefer HaMitzvot.” His followers have 
taken to his words, hosting an annual chidon (contest) 
that challenges children to study large volumes of detailed 
texts, delving into each mitzvah and competing for trophies, 
medals and prizes.

Organized by Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch, the educa-
tional arm of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, together 
with Tzivos Hashem, its children’s division, the chidon saw 
hundreds of children ages 9-13 dedicating their spare time 
to studying the mitzvot with their classmates and friends.

As a finalist, Chein traveled to New York, where he 
enjoyed three days of trips, competitive games that tested 
his knowledge and the final tournament, where he earned 
a bronze trophy.

At left: Bronze medalist 
Mendel Chein (right), 
posed  wi th  Rabbi 
Shimmy Weinbaum 
(left), chidon director, at 
the International Chidon 
HaMitzvos in Brooklyn.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta will hold an interfaith 
community gathering, “With Malice Toward None: 
Honoring America’s Legacy of Religious Inclusion,” 

The family was sheltered in the attic for 
15 months by a Ukrainian schoolteacher and 
his wife, who also hid them in a dirt bunker 
underground when police came to the school. 
Hoffmann’s father, Hilel Safran, a civil engineer, 
was in a labor camp nearby, but was killed by 
the Nazis when it was discovered that he and a 
group of friends were planning an armed escape 
from the camp.

As the advancing Red Army marched into 
Poland in 1944, Hoffmann and the surviving 
members of his family walked to the Soviet 
lines and freedom. Hoffmann, his mother and 
his stepfather eventually came to New York in 1949, where 
he attended public school, and then went on to earn a bach-
elor’s degree from Columbia and a Ph.D. from Harvard. 

In commemoration of Yom Hashoah and 
in memory of local Holocaust survivors, the 
Jewish Community Center of Binghamton 
is producing a dramatic reading of the play 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” by Frances Go-
odrich and Albert Hackett, newly adapted 
by Wendy Kesselman.

The show and fund-raiser will be held on 
Sunday, April 23, at 3 pm, and on Monday, April 
24, at 7 pm, at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal. Tickets cost $15 at the door. To reserve 
a seat, call the JCC at 724-2417.

TC “Taste of 
Judaism” in May

“A Taste of Judaism©: Are You Curious?,” a free, three-
part introduction to the beliefs and practices of Reform 
Judaism, will be offered on Wednesdays, May 10, 17 and 
24, from 7-9 pm, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton. The course is intended for those who are not 
Jewish, or who are unaffiliated Jews.

Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell will be the course 
instructor. The course was created by the Union for 
Reform Judaism. Participants have been invited to learn 
about Jewish views of God, Jewish ethics and Jews in the 
community, among other topics.

Although admission will be free, space will be limit-
ed and registration is required before Thursday, May 4. 
To register, call Temple Concord at 723-7355 or e-mail 
TempleConcord@stny.rr.com. The program is sponsored 
by Temple Concord’s Outreach Committee.

Talk by survivor and Nobel laureate commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Day on April 24

Roald Hoffmann, a Nobel laureate in chemistry and 
professor emeritus at Cornell University, will speak about 
his experience as a hidden child in Poland during World 
War II at the third annual Holocaust Memorial Day Lecture 
on Monday, April 24, from 7-9 pm, at Temple Beth-El, 402 
N. Tioga St., Ithaca.

The commemoration, which will be free and open to 
the public, will include a performance by the VOICES 
Multicultural Chorus and a candle-lighting ceremony 
honoring children of Holocaust survivors.

Hoffmann was 5-years-old when he and his mother, two 
uncles and one aunt were hidden in the attic of a one-room 
schoolhouse in the rural village of Uniow, Poland. When the 
Nazis invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, entering through 
the part of Poland under Soviet occupation, Jewish resi-
dents were forced into ghettos, labor camps or into hiding.

Roald Hoffmann

Hoffmann has taught at Cornell since 1965 and 
is the Frank H. T. Rhodes Professor of Humane 
Letters Emeritus.

Hoffmann is also a poet and playwright, and 
has published four collections of poems. His 
newest play, “We Have Something That Belongs 
to You,” recounts the story of his life as a hidden 
child and will soon be produced in Japan.

The commemoration is sponsored by the Itha-
ca Area United Jewish Community, a non-profit 
organization that supports Jewish communities 
locally and around the world. The annual lecture 
was made possible by The Jacob and Jeannette 

Geldwert Holocaust Memorial Lectures Fund, Temple 
Beth-El, Area Congregations Together, Congregation 
Tikkun v’Or, Wegmans and Tompkins Trust Company.

JCC to hold dramatic readings of 
“The Diary of Anne Frank”

Jessica Kennis as 
Anne Frank

The dramatic reading will star local profes-
sional actors Heidi Weeks as Mrs. VanDann, 
Claus Evans as Mr. VanDann, Andy Horowitz 
as Mr. Frank, Nancy Oliveri as Mrs. Frank, 
Mitch Tiffany as Mr. Krahler and Joe Bardales 
as Mr. Dussell. It also features Juli Russo as 
Meip, Emma Wagaman as Margot, Ben Kent 
as Peter and introducing Jessica Kennis as 
Anne Frank.

There will be a candlelight vigil at the 
opening of each performance in memory of 
local Holocaust survivors.

TBE Oneonta to host interfaith 
gathering on April 22

on Sunday, April 22, at 3 pm, at the synagogue, 83 
Chestnut St., Oneonta.

The event will be held to affirm America’s prin-
ciples of democracy and freedom through interfaith 
prayers, readings, meditations, speakers and music.

“As antisemitism, Islamophobia and religious 
intolerance flourish in New York and across the 
United States, we will affirm compassion and com-
munity for people of all faiths,” noted organizers of 
the program.

For more information, call the synagogue at 432-
5522.
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

When Agata Tuszyńska was 19-years-old, her mother 
revealed a secret: she was Jewish. It would be several 
decades before Tuszyńska came to terms with the idea as 
she writes in “Family History of Fear: A Memoir” (Alfred 
A. Knopf). Until she was an adult, Tuszyńska, who lived 
in Poland, believed no one she knew was Jewish. That’s 
because after World War II, one either identified as Jewish 
(and left the country) or pretended to be of Polish ancestry. 
This doesn’t mean that Tuszyńska had never heard anyone 
speak about Jews: her Polish father said uncomplimentary 
things about them, although none of his relatives seemed 
prejudiced. The author also remembers that, during high 

The past revealed
school, one classmate “delivered a glowing report in our 
civics class, praising Hitler for having resolved the Jewish 
problem. He said that Hitler had purified Poland of its 
Jewish scurvy, something many had tried to pull off before 
the war without success. The teacher made no objection. I 
did not understand what he was talking about.”

Tuszyńska’s first reaction to her mother’s revelation was 
not positive: “I took my cue from [my mother], but I not only 
hid it from the world, I hid it from myself. I considered her 
secret as a humiliation and a disfiguring feature, something 
it is appropriate to be ashamed of. Otherwise, she would 
never have hidden it from me. These Jews, who were so 

rarely mentioned and who were the target of inexplicable 
outbursts by my father, were suddenly revealed as family.” 
Tuszyńska had never learned the story of what happened 
to her mother’s family during World War II. Only years 
later, when she began to research both sides of her family 
– her parents’ unsuccessful marriage, and the lives of her 
grandparents, great-grandparents and other relatives – did 
she discover what occurred.

For Jewish readers, the sections about her mother’s 
family will be of the greatest interest. Tuszyńska learns 
the majority of her mother’s relatives moved to the Jewish 
See “Past” on page 12
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 New York State is located in
 Broome County.

4. The New York Secretary of State
 of has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served.  The  Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any such
 process served upon him or her
 to c/o Robert W. Carey, Esq., 122
 State Street - Suite 220,
 Binghamton, New York 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except
 to do any business in new York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some other
 business entity or natural
 person to be formed or used for
 such business.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Ideal
 Equipment LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 13,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: PO Box 125,
 Conklin, New York 13748.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
 ______________________

Notice of Formation of RFV1 LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/21/17.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 1488 Hawleyton Tnpk., Brackney, 
PA  18812.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
 ______________________

Notice of Formation of RFV2 LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/21/17.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 1488 Hawleyton Tnpk., Brackney, 
PA  18812.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1.  The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 Livingston Trucking LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 17,
 2017. 

3.  The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 6326 State Route 79,
 Chenango Forks, New York
 13746.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of WenMar 
Holdings LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
03/10/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 101 Castle Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13901.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Healthy Life 
Psychiatry NP, PLLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/02/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave., Ste. 
202, Brooklyn, NY  11228.  Purpose: 
To practice the profession of Nurse 
Practitioner in Psychiatry.
______________________

The name of the Company is Sixty 
Belden, LLC formed on this 15th of 
February, 2017. The purpose of the 
Company is to engage in any lawful 
act or activity for which limited liability 
companies may be organized under 
the LLCL. The county within the State 
of New York in which the office of the 
Company is to be located is Broome. 
The Secretary of State is designated 
as the agent of the Company upon 
whom process against the Company 
may be served. The Secretary of 
State shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company served upon 
such Secretary of state is 4700 
Amherst Avenue, Vestal, New York, 
13850.
 ______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

Notice is hereby given of the formation 
of Phantom Chef LLC (the “Company”) 
for the transaction of business in the 
State of New York and elsewhere.

1. The name of the Company
 (“LLC”) is Phantom Chef LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles
 of Organization were filed  with
 the New York Secretary of State
 on November 16, 2016.

3. The Company’s office within

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Southern Tier ES, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/08/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Southern Tier, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 02/27/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Kirkwood, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/25/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Johnson City, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/28/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Newman 
Development Group of Ithaca, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/28/17.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Figuring Out Dinner, LLC. Arts.of Org. 
filed with SSNY on 3/24/17. Office: 
Broome County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to LLC, 518 
Hooper Rd #256 Endwell, NY 13760. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Eyerock
 Marine Services LLC.

2.  The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the Secretary
 of State is April 7, 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary 
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 717 Conklin
 Road, Binghamton, NY 13903.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.

 

 company (“LLC”) is 117
 Oakdale Road LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 31,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 2518 State Route 12,
 Chenango Forks, NY 13746.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Clifton Park, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 2/24/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Latham, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 2/24/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of North Carolina, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 3/22/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 3B 
Life, LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 3/22/17. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Five Star 
Store It Southern Tier DS, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/08/17. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3612 Shannon 
Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Gazelle Race Timing, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was March 1, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the 
Company, to Hinman, Howard & 
Kattell, LLP, Attn: James W. Orband, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Midnight Run Holdings, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was March 2, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the 
Company, to Hinman, Howard & 
Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ronald L. Greene, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Rick’s Tree and Shrub Service, LLC

Articles of Organization filed with 
NYS Dept. of State (SSNY) on 2/7/17.
Office location: Broome County at 
291 Kattelville Rd, Binghamton, NY 
13901. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process to: 291 Kattelville 
Rd, Binghamton, NY 13901. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Sammy’s
Ice Cream and Italian Ice, LLC

Arts. Of Org. with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/27/16. Office location: 
Broome County. Princ. Office of LLC: 
191 1/2 Robinson St Binghamton, NY 
13904. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC at addr. of Levene 
Gouldin & Thompson, LLP 450 Plaza 
Drive Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
______________________
 
Notice of Formation of 4 Annette 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 02/27/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 215 Lincoln Blvd., 
Middlesex, NJ  08846.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Newman 
Development Group of Lakeside, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 02/27/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY  13851-
0678.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
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Wingate Quarterly Award (London). Her 
first two novels, “Persian Brides” and “A 
Strand of a Thousand Pearls,” were both 
international best sellers and translated into 
15 languages. In 2014, Rabinyan published 
her third novel, “Borderlife,” an immediate 
best seller in Israel. The novel, which has 
been published in the United States as “All 
the Rivers,” was named one of the 10 best 
books of the year by Haaretz newspaper and 
was also awarded the Bernstein Award for 
Literature. In January 2016, “Borderlife” 
became the center of a political scandal in Is-
rael when the Ministry of Education banned 
the book from high schools’ curriculum.

Eisenstadt is the Kahn fellow and 
director of the Washington Institute’s 
Military and Security Studies Program. A 
specialist in Persian Gulf and Arab-Israeli 
security affairs, he has published widely 
on irregular and conventional warfare, 
and nuclear weapons proliferation in the 
Middle East. Prior to joining the Institute 
in 1989, Eisenstadt worked as a military 
analyst with the U.S. government. He 
served for 26 years as an officer in the U.S. 
Army Reserve before retiring in 2010. His 
military service included active duty stints 
in Iraq with the United States Forces-Iraq 
headquarters (2010) and the Human Ter-
rain System Assessment Team (2008); in 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and Jordan with 
the U.S. security coordinator for Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority (2008-09); at U.S. 
Central Command headquarters and on the 
Joint Staff during Operation Enduring Free-
dom and the planning for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom (2001-02); and in Turkey and Iraq 

during Operation Provide Comfort (1991). 
He has also served in a civilian capacity on 
the Multinational Force-Iraq/U.S. Embassy 
Baghdad Joint Campaign Plan Assessment 
Team (2009) and as a consultant or advisor 
to the congressionally mandated Iraq Study 
Group (2006), the Multinational Corps-Iraq 
Information Operations Task Force (2005-
06), and the State Department’s Future of 
Iraq defense policy working group (2002-
03). In 1992, he took a leave of absence 
from the institute to work on the U.S. Air 
Force Gulf War Air Power Survey.

Koplow is the policy director of the Israel 
Policy Forum. Before coming to IPF, he 
was the founding program director of the 
Israel Institute from 2012-15. He holds a 
Ph.D. in government from Georgetown 
University, where he specialized in political 
development and ideology, and the politics 
of Middle Eastern states. In 2012-13, he 
served as a Young Turkey Young America 
fellow through the Atlantic Council’s Young 
Atlanticist program. He writes IPF’s weekly 
“Koplow Column” and edits IPF’s Matzav 
blog, which is considered a leading source 
for commentary and analysis on Israel and 
American Jewry. He is also the author of 
the Ottomans and Zionists blog, and his 
work has appeared in Security Studies, 
Foreign Affairs, The Wall Street Journal, 
The National Interest, Foreign Policy, The 
American Interest and The Atlantic, among 
other publications. In addition to his Ph.D., 
he holds a B.A. from Brandeis University, 
a J.D. from New York University and an 
A.M. in Middle Eastern studies from Har-
vard University.

The Children of Abraham of the Southern 
Tier’s monthly facilitated discussion group, 
“Islam, Judaism, and Christianity: Com-
mon Ground, Collaboration and Mutual 
Respect,” will meet on Sunday, April 23, 
from 2-4 pm, at Vestal United Methodist 
Church, 328 Main St., Vestal.

The monthly discussion is offered to 
continue the group’s pursuit of “common 
ground, collaboration and mutual respect.”

Said a representative of the organization, 
“We will only evolve as people if we are 
able to learn to live, work and relate to 

Counseling, will present “L’Dor 
V’Dor: Genetic conditions and 
issues facing the Ashkenazi 
Jewish Community.”

Ferre Institute Inc. is a 
non-profit organization that 
provides services in genetics 
and reproductive health. Djurd-
jinovic has more than 30 years 
of experience as a practicing 
genetic counselor, with clinical 
interests in issues of infertility, 

familial cancer histories and, most recent-

TI/TC adult ed. brunch to be held on April 23
ly, cardiovascular genetics. She is the past 
president of the National Society of Genetic 
Counselors and a recipient of its National 
Achievement Award.

Presently, Djurdjinovic is co-chairwom-
an of the New York State Genetic Coun-

TC Sisterhood to hold 
donor event

Greg Neff

Temple Concord’s Sisterhood 
donor event on Sunday, April 
30, at 11 am, at the synagogue, 
9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, 
will feature brunch, followed by 
entertainment from Greg Neff. A 
singer, songwriter and acoustical 
guitar player, Neff specializes in 
music from the 1960s and ‘70s.

Reservations will be required 
and are due by Thursday, April 
27, by calling the temple office 
at 723-7355. Checks made out to Temple 
Concord Sisterhood should be sent to the 
temple, or paid at the door the day of the 
event. Brunch will cost $5 per person, which 
can be paid at the door.

“It’s never too late to become a do-
nor,” noted a Sisterhood representative. 
Community members can pay their $30 
Sisterhood dues if they have not already, 

BU Continued from page 1

The Temple Israel/Temple 
Concord Adult Education Group 
will present the next event in its 
series of brunch programs on 
Sunday, April 23, at 10 am, at 
Temple Concord, 9 Riverside 
Dr., Binghamton. The cost of the 
brunch will be $5 per person. To 
make a reservation, contact the 
Temple Concord office at 723-
7355 or tcaa1@stny.rr.com.

Luba Djurdjinovic, executive 
director of the Ferre Institute of Genetic 

selors Group that represents all New York 
state genetic counselors. She completed 19 
years on the adjunct faculty at the School 
of Social Work in Syracuse, is an author in 
a leading textbook for genetic counseling 
students and lectures extensively.

Luba Djurdjinovic

then make a donation of $25, or 
$36 if one is bringing a guest. 
A guest is someone who is not 
eligible to join Sisterhood, such 
as a gentleman, daughter, member 
of another temple’s Sisterhood or 
out-of-town guest.

Neff migrated from the 
Northwest and is said to be 
“getting back to the music that 
he left behind” many years ago. 
A singer, songwriter and guitar 

player, he specializes in folk and rock 
music such as The Beatles, Simon and 
Garfunkel, James Taylor and more. He is 
new to the Finger Lakes Region of New 
York and has been a regular at Tioga 
Trails Café and La Scala Ristorante in 
Owego, the Blind Tiger Pub in Johnson 
City, and Nips Park Avenue Saloon and 
Uncle Tony’s in Binghamton.

Children of Abraham 
discussion group to meet

one another as a symbiotic whole.” COA 
intends to help make that happen because 
it is “committed to building mutual trust 
and respect across the Abrahamic religious 
traditions through interfaith conversation 
and education.”

More Jewish participants are needed. 
Those planning to participate have been 
asked to respond to the Temple Concord 
office or at www.interfaithbroomecounty.
com.

The organization has also decided to 
meet at the end of June, July and August.

that there are many opportunities for all 
the musicians to play together as part of 
the five-day festival.”

Seletsky noted that the process to apply 
for the festival was time consuming. “The 
application process began in September 
when the event was announced – we had to 
fill out a lot of paperwork and send in audio 
and video samples,” she said. “There were 
25 ensembles selected out of more than 100 
applicants. We were one of two chosen from 
the United States, but apparently the other 
group has decided not to go – so we will 
be representing our country at the event.”

The group looks forward to playing a 
variety of musical styles during the event. 
“The competition itself has several rounds 
– we’ve chosen music that we think rep-
resents our versatility and our eclectic style 
as a Jewish music ensemble – in addition 
to klezmer (of course!), we will be doing 

early Baroque music by the 16th century 
Italian Jewish composer Salamone Rossi, 
as well as several original freylekhs, which 
I composed,” Selestky said. “We also 
definitely plan to include a tune written by 
my colleague in our band, Sasha Margolis, 
called ‘Wallachian Appalachian Scratchin,’ 
which is in the klezmer style, but with a little 
bit of bluegrass thrown in – something to 
highlight our ‘Americaness.’”

One component of the competition that 
Selesky finds “particularly interesting” is 
that all the musicians were given the same 
piece of music to perform, with a prize 
being awarded for the most imaginative 
arrangement of the tune. “This year they 
chose ‘Ani Ma’amin’ – a familiar and very 
powerful piece of Jewish music,” she said. 
“We decided to set it within a portion of a 
work that we do called ‘The Tale of Monish.’ 
It’s a poem by the great Yiddish writer I.L. 

Festival Continued from page 1
Peretz and one section describes – in rhymed 
couplets – Jewish religious life within the 
shtetl. Our version for the competition in-
terweaves the text and the music in a really 
compelling way, and we hope it will be 
unlike anything else presented.”

Seletsky noted that most events will “take 
place in Amsterdam’s historic Uilenberger 
synagogue. The final concert, however, is 

held in a large, thousand-seat auditorium, 
which they apparently fill to capacity.”

For more information about the festival, 
visit http://ijmf.org. For more information 
about Big Galut(e), visit the band’s website 
at www.biggalute.com or its Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/biggalute/. For more 
information about Seletsky, visit www.
robinseletsky.com.
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nity of Izmir, 1847-1918,” was a recipient 
of the Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Doctoral 
Dissertation Fellowship from the Founda-
tion for Jewish Culture. She is currently at 
work on a book manuscript based on her 
doctoral dissertation, titled “The Jews of 
Izmir: A Modern History.” Drawing on 
previously unexplored Ladino archival 
material, the book aims to shed light on 
“a long overlooked” community while, at 
the same time, arguing for the existence 
of “a distinct Sephardi encounter with the 
modern age.”

Her publications include “Mobilizing the 
Juderia in Service of the City: Shifting Per-
spectives on Poverty Among the Jews of late 
Ottoman Izmir” in the International Journal 
of Turkish Studies, “Abraham Danon, la vie 
d’un maskil ottoman, 1857-1925,” in the 
edited book “Itinéraires Sépharades,” and 
multiple encyclopedia articles on Sephardi 
Jewry, as well as scholarly translations of 
Ladino texts. Danon’s teaching interests 
span the range of Jewish history, with a 
particular focus on the Sephardi and Mizrahi 
communities of the Mediterranean.

The College of Jewish Studies programs 
are open to the entire community; general 
admission costs $8 per program, or $20 for 
all three programs; senior admission costs 
$5 per program or $12 for all three pro-
grams. Binghamton University students are 
welcome to attend for no charge. Individual 
sponsorship is available and donations are 
always welcomed. Individual sponsorship 
of $100 includes admission to both fall and 
spring programs. For more information on 
how to become an individual sponsor or to 
make a donation, contact bingcjs@gmail.
com. The College of Jewish Studies is a 
501(c)(3)non-profit organization.

David Engel, Greenberg Professor of 
Holocaust Studies, professor and chairman 
of Hebrew and Judaic studies, and professor 
of history at New York University, will 
speak on Thursday, May 11, on “Making 
the World Safe for Jews: World War I and 
the Problem of Jewish Security.” A member 

of the Academic Committee of the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Engel 
is the author of seven books and more than 
75 articles on numerous aspects of modern 
Jewish political and intellectual history.

The final program in the series will be 
held on Thursday, May 18, and will be 
“Patriotism, Antisemitism, and Loss of 
Homeland: The Impact of World War I on 
the Jews of Europe.” Marsha Rozenblit 
is the Harvey M. Meyerhoff Professor of 
Jewish History at the University of Mary-
land, College Park. A former president 
of the Association of Jewish Studies and 
a specialist in the social history of the 
Jews of Central Europe in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, she is the author/
editor of four books and more than 30 
scholarly articles.

The College of Jewish Studies provides 
opportunities for adult Jewish education for 
the Broome County community by offering 
fall and spring programs. Drawing on local 
resources and inviting scholars and experts 
from a range of universities and cultural 
and religious institutions, CJS sponsors a 
variety of programs dealing with Jewish 
history, culture, religion and politics.

The College of Jewish Studies, founded 
in 1986, is an informal coalition between the 
Judaic Studies Department of Binghamton 
University and several area Jewish spon-
soring institutions: the Jewish Community 
Center, the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Binghamton, Beth David Synagogue, 
Temple Concord and Temple Israel. Pro-
gramming for CJS would not be possible 
without the additional financial support of 
the Jacob and Rose Olum Foundation, the 
B’nai B’rith Lectureship Fund, the Victor 
and Esther Rozen Foundation, an endow-
ment fund from the former Temple Beth 
El of Endicott, a grant from the JoyVel 
Charitable Fund and the donations of in-
dividual sponsors.

For more information on CJS and its 
programs, visit www.bingcjs.org or www.
facebook.com/bingcjs.

CJS Continued from page 1

By Ron Kaplan
(JTA) – In baseball, they say time begins 

on Opening Day. Everyone has a chance for a 
fresh start. Most of the old familiar names are 
back, although some have new addresses. 
If you count Detroit Tigers manager Brad 
Ausmus, there are nine Jews who begin 
the year on Major League rosters. But then 
there’s the question of what to do about Ty 
Kelly of the New York Mets: Is he or isn’t 
he? That’s still a matter of debate among 
those who decide on such matters.

The 28-year-old utility player was 
added to the roster just before the recent 
opener against the Atlanta Braves won 
by the Mets, 6-0. Kelly, who has a Jewish 
mother and Catholic father, was a member 
of Israel’s surprisingly strong team in the 
World Baseball Classic and one of 11 
American ballplayers to participate in a 
get-acquainted trip to Israel in January. He 
made his debut with the Mets last season, 
but without the fanfare usually afforded 
the rare Jewish athlete.

Holocaust story 
concert

The Museum of Jewish Her-
itage will present a performance from 
American concert pianist Mona Golabek 
on Tuesday April 25, at 8 pm, at The Town 
Hall, 123 West 43rd St., New York City. 
The concert is based on the true story of 
her mother, Lisa Jura – who held on to her 
music and her dreams to survive World 
War II. The work is based on her book, 
which tells the story of a young Jewish 
refugee, one of nearly 10,000 children 
who escaped from Nazi-occupied Europe 
on the Kindertransport. The book has been 
called “an undiluted privilege to witness” 
by The Los Angeles Times; a “stirring case 
of art preserving life” by The Chicago 
Tribune; and “deeply affecting” by The 
New York Times.

Tickets are available at Ticketmaster.com 
or 800-982-2787 or at the Town Hall Box 
Office. For more information, visit www.
thetownhall.org.
Hebrew manuscr ipts 
display

The Metropolitan Museum of Art dis-
play of four Hebrew manuscripts for three 
months beginning on April 10. The Farissol 
Haggadah, Graziano Haggadah and Gallico 
Siddur will be on view at The Met Fifth 
Avenue, while the Prato Haggadah will be 
shown at The Met Cloisters. Ranging in 
date from 1300 to 1515, the four illumi-
nated books offer a glimpse of the Passover 
tables of medieval and Renaissance Jews in 
Spain and Italy. Each manuscript includes 
depictions of matzah (unleavened bread) 
and maror (bitter herbs), foods required for 
the Passover seder.

For more information visit metmuseum.
org or call The Met Fifth Avenue at 212-535-
7710 or The Met Cloisters at 212-923-3700.

Baseball 2017: All the Jewish major 
leaguers to watch

Joc Pederson took a swing against the Washington 
Nationals on August 12, 2015. (Photo by Hillel Kuttler)

Ryan Braun playing in 2015. (Photo by 
Scott Paulus/Milwaukee Brewers)

If the Milwaukee Brewers’ 
Ryan Braun has a decent sea-
son, he will become the third 
Jewish major leaguer to have 
more than 300 home runs 
and 1,000 runs batted in. The 
33-year-old outfielder cur-
rently trails Hank Greenberg 
(331, 1,276) and Shawn Green 
(328, 1,070) on the all-time 
lists. He has been dealing 
with some health issues over 
the last three seasons, miss-
ing a total of 76 games. A 
six-time All-Star, Braun was 
the National League Rookie 
of the Year in 2007 and Most 
Valuable Player four years 
later, but was suspended for 
part of the 2013 season for 
using performance-enhancing 
drugs. He was hitless in four at-bats in 
the Brewers’ 7-5 Opening Day loss to the 
Colorado Rockies.

Many Jewish fans would probably tell 
you that Ian Kinsler of the Detroit Tigers 
was the hero of Team USA in the World 
Baseball Classic. His two-run homer in 
the finals against Puerto Rico gave the 
Americans the only runs they would need 
in an 8-0 victory. Kinsler, 34, cracked the 
200-home run mark (212) last season with 
28 round-trippers, the most he’s had since 
2011. That put him fourth in the Jewish 
record book. A few more good seasons 
will most likely increase his Hall of Fame 
consideration. To date, out of 317 members 
of baseball’s Valhalla in Cooperstown, only 
20 are second basemen.

This might be a make-or-break year for 
Kinsler’s manager. Ausmus, now in his 
fourth year at the helm, has been something 
of a disappointment to Tigers fans. The team 
has been considered a perennial pennant 
contender in the American League, but 

have little to show for it. Ausmus led the 
Tigers to a first-place finish in his rookie 
season (2014), but they were ousted in 
the first round of the playoffs. The Tigers 
opener against the Chicago White Sox was 
postponed by rain.

Joc Pederson topped the Los Angeles 
Dodgers in spring training with six home 
runs. That power carried over into Open-
ing Day when the lefty swinger blasted a 
grand slam to help his club to a 14-3 rout 
of the San Diego Padres. The 24-year-old 
outfielder worked hard on his bat control 
with a goal of cutting back on his strikeouts, 
but still had 20 K’s this spring, tied for 
the team high. Pederson, a center fielder, 
is considered one of the better defenders 
in the game.

Like Kinsler, Alex Bregman, the third 
baseman for the Houston Astros, decided 
to play with for the United States in the 
WBC rather than Israel. Unlike Kinsler, 
however, he had little impact, appearing 
See “Baseball” on page 8
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Pages from the 1500s Passover haggadah that was recently sold to the National Library 
of Israel. (Photo courtesy of Sotheby’s)

Passover “showstopper”: Israeli library buys book 
collection with 1500s haggadah

By Alina Dain Sharon
JNS.org

On the right, a man sits and prays holding a liturgical 
book. On the left, a rabbi is seen explaining the story of the 
Jewish Exodus from Egypt to a child. These images were 
printed on the pages of a Passover haggadah in the city of 
Prague in 1556. This nearly 500-year-old haggadah, one of 
only two remaining copies, is part of the Valmadonna Trust 
Library collection that was recently sold to the National 
Library of Israel, with the help of philanthropy from the 
Haim and Hana Salomon Fund.

“The haggadah is the most widely published book in 
Jewish history,” said Sharon Mintz, senior consultant for 
Judaica at the Sotheby’s auction house, which arranged the 
sale to the Israeli library. Mintz told JNS.org that more than 
3,000 editions of the haggadah have been printed during 
the last several centuries – more than the Bible. 

In particular, the Valmadonna collection’s 1556 hagga-
dah is a rare, luxury edition with attributes that “constitute 
the earliest examples of such texts,” said Marc Michael 
Epstein, a professor of religion and visual culture, and 
the Mattie M. Paschall (1899) and Norman Davis Chair 
at Vassar College in New York.

Just a few decades after Johannes Gutenberg invented the 
printing press around 1440, printing spread to the Jewish 
world, beginning in Rome and then moving throughout 
Italy and the Iberian Peninsula. Scholars tend to refer to 
the era of early printing, before 1501, as the Incunabula 
period. Jews were “tremendously excited” to be able to 
print multiple books, Mintz explained. “They viewed it 
as a gift of God,” she said.

The earliest printed haggadah was printed in Spain in 
1482. Another early haggadah dates back to roughly 1486, 
and was published by the Soncino family, named for the 
Italian town where the family ran its printing operation. 
These early haggadahs were not illustrated. The earliest 
known illustrated haggadah was printed in Constantinople 
(modern Istanbul) around 1515, but only a few pages of 
this haggadah remain. Jewish printing spread to other 
parts of Europe in the 1500s, which also led to a growth 
in competition among printers. 

“The cradle of Hebrew printing is, of course, Venice. 
But the printing of Jewish books north of the Alps began 
in Prague in 1512 in the circle of Gershom ben Solomon 
Kohen and his brother Gronem,” said Epstein, who is 
the author of “Skies of Parchment, Seas of Ink: Jewish 
Illuminated Manuscripts” and “The Medieval Haggadah: 
Art, Narrative, and Religious Imagination.”

“Due to the humanistic patronage of the Holy Roman 
Emperor and a general climate of relative tolerance and 
free trade, Prague in the 16th century was a place of vibrant 
of Jewish communal and cultural life, and thus – along 
with Venice – a crucial center of the newly developed art 
and craft of Hebrew printing,” he said. “Jewish printing 
spread from Prague throughout Western as well as Eastern 
Europe, the next great centers being in the Polish commu-
nities such as Lublin.”

By 1526, the family of Gershom ben Solomon Kohen, 
which also went by the name Katz and built what many con-
sidered an important and influential Jewish printing house, 
produced a printed, illustrated haggadah that has become 
known as the Prague Haggadah, and is the earliest complete 
illustrated haggadah in existence. The 1526 haggadah is 
notable for the 60 woodcut illustrations accompanying its 
text, a number that Epstein called “extraordinary.”

“That number means that illustrations as a means of 
commentary were deemed to be central to the enterprise 
of printing and disseminating the haggadah,” he said.

In 1556, the Katz family printed the haggadah whose 
copy is in the Valmadonna collection. This haggadah utilizes 
some of the same illustrations from the 1526 haggadah, 
as well as several original illustrations. For example, one 
illustration features a depiction of Moses. 

“[Moses] appears in the 1526 edition, but in the 1556 
edition he has horns. Michelangelo’s ‘Moses’ in Rome 
was completed in 1516. The famous horns on that statue 
seem to be Michelangelo’s response to the challenge of 
attempting to represent in sculptural form the light that 
streamed from Moses’s face from the time he descended 
from Mount Sinai [in Exodus 34:30]. The word ‘streamed’ 
and the word ‘horn’ both have the Hebrew root K-R-N, 
and thus the sculptural challenge converged with a display 
of grammatical punning,” Epstein explained.

“Michelangelo’s ‘Moses’ had conquered the aesthetic 
world of that time. Everyone who was anyone knew of it. 
So… the inclusion of horns in the 1556 image of Moses 
seems to indicate that fashionable Jews wanted to be in 
on the ‘new’ way of depicting him, however ‘un-Jewish’ 
this seemed. The message here is that ‘Jews are modern 
and fashionable, and aware of currents in the art world,’” 
the scholar added.

Dr. Yoel Finkelman, the Haim and Hanna Salomon Ju-
daica Collection curator at the National Library of Israel, 
also told JNS.org that the 1556 haggadah is “an amazing 
example of a number of phenomena.” First, the haggadah 

provides examples of two 
unique fonts. One is a Hebrew 
font unique and identifiable to 
Prague from that period. The 
other is known as the most 
common font for printing in 
Yiddish at the time.

The other unique attribute 
of the 1556 haggadah is the 
fact that it is printed on parch-
ment as opposed to paper. In 
that era, parchment-printed 
books were considered a 
luxury because parchment 
was more durable than paper, 
and was more expensive and 
harder to print on than paper. 

Sotheby’s consultant Mintz 
also pointed out that this hag-
gadah doesn’t open with the 
standard haggadah text, but 
instead with the text that is re-
cited the night before Passover 
when Jews are traditionally required to search for chametz 
(leavened products) by candlelight at night, followed by the 
burning of that chametz. “This printed haggadah begins with 
what one does on the eve of Passover,” Mintz said, adding 
that several songs that Jews associate with Passover today, 
such as “Ehad Mi Yodea” or “Had Gadya,” are not present 

in this haggadah because they became part of the Passover 
tradition in later times.

The Valmadonna collection as a whole was a “showstop-
per” when it was displayed at Sotheby’s before the sale to 
Israel, attracting more than 3,000 visitors a day, said Mintz. 
See “Collection” on page 8
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The line to view the Valmadonna collection outside Sotheby’s in New York, before the 
collection was sold to Israel’s national library.(Photo courtesy of Sotheby’s)

The Valmadonna collection on display at Sotheby’s in New York, before it was sold to 
Israel’s national library. (Photo courtesy of Sotheby’s)

“People were lining up for hours outside the 
door” and “you could see all the spectrums 
of the Jewish people,” she said.

The collection was founded by Jack 
Lunzer, whom Mintz described as a 
“passionate lover of Hebrew books and 
Jewish culture” who collected books for 
more than six decades and assembled the 
“largest private collection of Hebrew books 

in the world… one of the most significant 
collections.” Lunzer also assembled the 
largest collection of books printed on 
parchment, such as the 1556 haggadah. 
Notably, the collector possessed a copy of 
the Babylonian Talmud produced by the 
Christian printer Daniel Bomberg, which 
was sold in 2015 – before the sale of his 
entire collection to Israel’s library – for 

the reported price of $9.3 million.
Finkelman said that aside from its ac-

quisition of the Valmadonna collection, 
Israel’s national library is home to the 
world’s largest collection of haggadahs, 
including the haggadah from 1482, which 
was printed just 10 years before Jews 
were expelled from Spain. Additionally, 
the library houses a haggadah made by the 
communist movement in Ukraine during 
the 1930s – an alternative haggadah that 
was used to undermine Jewish religious 

practice, for example, by equating chametz 
with capitalism.

Israel’s national library is currently 
waiting for the arrival of the Valmadonna 
collection, which it plans to catalogue and 
unveil to public in a special event. The col-
lection will also be displayed in the library’s 
new building, which is set to open in 2020. 
The purchase of the Valmadonna collection, 
Finkelman said, is indicative of the library’s 
attempt to amass the world’s “most complete 
collection of Jewish printing.”

Collection Continued from page 7

L-r: Detroit Tigers manager Brad Ausmus 
and second baseman Ian Kinsler celebrated 
a win over the Seattle Mariners at Comerica 
Park in Detroit on July 20, 2015. They are 
considered two of the most prominent Jews 
in the majors this year. (Photo by Leon 
Halip/Getty Images)

in just two games. The Astros, as well as 
baseball cognoscenti in general, expect 
great things from the 23-year-old sopho-
more, the second overall pick in the 2015 
draft out of Louisiana State. He started 
slowly after making his Major League 
debut last June, but adjusted to “The 
Show” and finished with eight home runs 
and 34 RBIs in 49 games. In the Astros’ 
3-0 Opening Day victory over the Seattle 
Mariners, Bregman had a hit, scored a run 
and stole a base.

Danny Valencia, 32, begins 2017 as the 
starting first baseman for the Mariners, 
his seventh team in eight Major League 
seasons. Last year, he saw action at five 
positions, including designated hitter, for 
the Oakland A’s. He enjoyed career highs 
in several categories, including games, 
hits and home runs. He went hitless in 
three at-bats with one walk in the loss 
to Houston.

Kevin Pillar had a strong spring for the 
Toronto Blue Jays as he worked on his 
approach to hitting, improving his bunting 
skills and exhibiting more patience at the 
plate. Will this be the year he finally wins 

Baseball Continued from page 6

recognition for his outstanding outfield 
defense with a Gold Glove? (He won a 
Wilson Defensive Player of the Year award 
in 2015.) He was 1-for-4 with a walk and a 
run scored in the Jays’ 11-inning, 3-2 loss 
to the Baltimore Orioles.

Scott Feldman of the Cincinnati Reds 
made a most unlikely candidate for the 

coveted Opening Day starting assignment. 
He had more than his share of difficul-
ties, giving up three runs on seven hits, 
including two home runs, in a 4-3 loss to 
the Philadelphia Phillies. On the bright 
side, he struck out six. Feldman, 34, had 
declined to play for Team Israel because 
he wanted to focus on making the Reds, 
who signed him as a free agent in January. 
He has a lifetime record of 71-78 record 
over 12 seasons.

Reliever Craig Breslow returns to the 
majors with the Minnesota Twins, his team 
in 2008-09. The oldest of the Jewish major 
leaguers at 36, the Yale graduate has a life-
time record of 22-29 with eight saves over 
11 seasons. The lefty reliever appeared in 
15 games for the Miami Marlins before they 
released him in July. The Texas Rangers 
picked him up, but he never took the mound 
for them. Breslow signed with the Twins as 
a free agent in February.

Ron Kaplan is the author of the forth-
coming book “Hank Greenberg in 1938: 
Hatred and Home Runs in the Shadow of 
War” and writes Kaplan’s Korner, a blog 
about Jews and sports.

Exhibi t  on lost 
children

The Museum of Jewish Her-
itage in New York City is holding the 
exhibit “My Name Is...The Lost Children 
of Kloster Indersdorf” through April 30. 
In 1945, a former convent near Dachau 
named Kloster Indersdorf became a tem-
porary home for hundreds of displaced 
children in the immediate aftermath of 
World War II. To help locate relatives, 
a photograph was taken of each child to 
be circulated in search notices. Many 
of the children had changed markedly 
during the war, and some had even lost 
their names. The exhibition displays a 
selection of the images and their individ-
ual stories, conveying the reality faced 
by these children.

For more information, visit http://www.
mjhnyc.org/e_nowonview.html or contact 
the museum at info@mjhnyc.org or 646-
437-4202.
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White supremacists don’t know what to make of 
Jared Kushner

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – White supremacists have a prob-

lem, and his name is Jared Kushner. While many on the 
far right are hoping that President Donald Trump will help 
advance their separatist, racist agendas, figures like former 
Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke and neo-Nazi Andrew 
Anglin are asking what to do about his Orthodox Jewish 
son-in-law with the ever-expanding White House profile.

Kushner, 36, became a senior adviser to Trump after help-
ing manage his presidential campaign. A real estate mogul 
by trade, he is now handling a growing list of administration 
priorities. He has a hand in Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts, 
addressing the opioid epidemic and reforming criminal 
justice. He is the point person on U.S.-China relations. 
He just traveled to Iraq on government business. And he 
is heading an initiative to streamline the executive branch.

For white supremacists who feel Trump is, intentionally 
or not, speaking their language, this religious Jew who 
attends a Chabad synagogue is an unwelcome twist. And 
they don’t really know how to react.

“Goddamn it,” wrote Anglin, editor of the hate website 
The Daily Stormer, on January 9, when Kushner’s White 
House appointment was announced. “I would be a whole 
lot happier if this was not happening, I can tell you that.”

“I think that Trump has an absolute infiltrator in the 
White House,” Duke said recently on his daily podcast.

Anglin and other white supremacists have posted 
confused responses to Kushner’s ascent that reflect three 
theories:

1. Kushner is just a ruse to hide Trump’s white su-
premacism.

2. Kushner shows Trump isn’t actually the white su-
premacists’ guy.

3. Kushner is using Jewish nefariousness to manipulate 
Trump.

Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner leaving after the 
presidential inauguration at the U.S. Capitol on January 
20. (Photo by Saul Loeb/Pool/Getty Images)

Some white supremacists take comfort in thinking 
Kushner is either a Trump frontman or an adviser with little 
actual influence compared to, say, chief strategist Stephen 
Bannon, a darling of the far right. Anglin in the January 
article suggested that Kushner serves Trump by obscuring 
his white supremacism until Trump wants to expose it, 
calling Kushner “a human shield, because Trump can’t 
immediately go all out against the Jews.”

But others, particularly on the white supremacist site 
Stormfront, point to Kushner as proof that Trump was never 
a white supremacist after all. They note that Kushner is far 
from Trump’s only Jewish adviser. The Trump White House 
also includes Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin, Trump 
aide Stephen Miller and chief negotiator Jason Greenblatt.

“It is hard to believe that anyone with any knowledge 

of Jewish behavior and strategy really thinks that the Jews 
are so naive and trusting that they would let themselves be 
‘used’ by someone whom they consider to be a loudmouth 
goy from New York – no matter how rich he is,” Stormfront 
blogger James Harting wrote on December 12. “Or perhaps 
each side thinks that it is using the other. If that is true, 
Trump is in for a rude awakening, for the Jews are past 
masters at behind-the-scenes infighting and maneuvering.”

Jewish media and social networks are often quick to note 
the presence of Jews in high places, out of ethnic pride, 
and sometimes a sense that such figures can be advocates 
for Jewish communal issues. Kushner and his wife, Ivan-
ka Trump, in particular are objects of fascination among 
many Jews: Kushner was raised in an Orthodox Jewish 
family in New Jersey, Ivanka converted to Judaism under 
the auspices of an Orthodox rabbi, and the family attends 
an Orthodox synagogue in Washington, DC.

But Jews sometimes play into antisemitic rhetoric by 
expecting Jews in power to serve parochial Jewish interests, 
said former Anti-Defamation League National Director Abe 
Foxman. While Foxman said there is nothing wrong with 
Jews feeling especially proud of powerful Jews, they – and 
outsiders – shouldn’t see them as their emissaries. “We’ve 
always been proud of Jews in positions of influence,” he 
said. “The next step, [that] they should do so-and-so on 
behalf of Jewish values, is asking too much and setting 
them up for possible failure.”

Presidential historian Gil Troy, a professor at McGill 
University, also said ethnic pride can go too far. “Jared 
Kushner is supposed to be judged not as a Jew, but as 
Jared Kushner,” Troy said. “We should be proud enough, 
comfortable enough, American enough to say these guys 
have been appointed not because they’re Jewish, but be-
cause they’re tied to Donald Trump.”
See “Kushner” on page 10
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Antisemites, of course, don’t make such distinctions. 
Some have remained Trump fans despite Kushner’s rising 
profile, and see him as a threat to the white nationalist hopes 
they hold for the administration. Duke, the former KKK 
grand wizard, spent much of his daily podcast recently 
discussing why he sees Kushner as a “huge threat to the 
Trump revolution.” Repeating the antisemitic smears that 
are his stock and trade, Duke called Kushner a “Jewish 
supremacist” who seeks to nefariously steer Trump toward 
Jewish interests.

“We’re going to talk about Jewish radicalism, which 
Kushner absolutely represents,” Duke said in the podcast. 
“I think that Trump has an absolute infiltrator in the White 

House, and one totally dedicated to Jewish supremacism. 
It’s a real danger to the president.”

He added: “As soon as Trump was elected, Kushner 
decided to move to the White House and decided to have 
a very, very powerful role.”

In a recent interview with the far-right radio host and 
conspiracy theorist Alex Jones, former Trump campaign 
adviser Roger Stone accused Kushner of leaking talking 
points to MSNBC host Joe Scarborough and thus under-
mining Trump. While Stone did not mention or allude to 
Kushner’s religion, visitors to Jones’ InfoWars website did. 

“Kushner was converted by the orthodox cult invented 
in the 1800s,” one wrote.

“WORLD JEWERY IS ALIVE AND WELL!” wrote 
another, using the name “Follow the Shekels.”

Kushner seems to take a much smaller part in the rhet-
oric of another white supremacist leader, alt-right founder 
Richard Spencer. While Duke has dedicated two of his 
podcast episodes to Kushner, Kushner is all but absent from 
Spencer’s commentary on the Trump administration. In 
December, before Trump took office, Spencer told Haaretz 
that he isn’t bothered by Trump’s choices of advisers. “I 
don’t have a strong position on this, that is his business,” he 
told Haaretz. “Trump has been a positive thing. It is what 
it is. He can pick his own advisers and listen to whoever 
he chooses, that is his prerogative.”

Kushner Continued from page 9

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
Antwerp Jews protest moving of Holocaust monument 
to “quieter place”

Belgian Jews protested the unilateral decision by the city of Antwerp to move its main 
Holocaust monument from a place where victims were rounded up to another part of the city 
with less traffic. The Forum of Jewish Organizations of the Flemish Region – one of the three 
autonomous entities that make up the federal Belgian state – came out against the plan in a 
statement on April 5. The statement followed reports in the media of the city’s plan to move 
the monument from Belgielei Avenue. The new location, on the other side of the city’s main 
park, “is a quieter place,” Paul Cordy, the district mayor, told the Gazet van Antwerpen daily 
on April 4. The annual Holocaust commemoration ceremony that the Jewish community 
organizes near the monument will therefore “have less of an impact on traffic,” said Cordy, 
adding the new location is also closer to the city’s historic center. But the Forum, which was 
not consulted about the move, said the new location is “inferior” to the current one because 
it bears no historic connection to the Holocaust, during which German and Belgian officers 
concentrated thousands of Antwerp Jews at the Belgielei location ahead of their shipment 
to death camps. “The monument serves as a headstone for thousands of Jews who were 
deported and killed without even receiving burial,” the Forum wrote in a statement. Moving 
the monument to a location “without any direct connection to the Holocaust would result in 
the loss of a historical, emotional and educational dimension.” The monument was erected 
at its current location 20 years ago at the request of the Jewish community. Since then, 
authorities have drastically increased security measures on Jewish institutions and events, 
including the annual ceremony, following threats and terrorist attacks. Security arrangements 

connected with the commemoration have resulted in traffic disruptions. The decision to move 
the monument in Belgium follows media coverage of a couple’s legal fight in neighboring 
Netherlands to have a memorial plaque for a Holocaust victim removed from the entrance 
to their home in Amsterdam. They dropped their lawsuit against the city after facing “harsh” 
criticism on social networks in the Netherlands and beyond.

Jewish groups join letter urging Congress to resist 
Trump bid to allow church politicking

An array of Jewish organizations joined a letter from religious groups to Congress urging 
the preservation of a law banning tax-exempt status to faith groups that endorse candidates 
and parties – one that President Donald Trump says he hopes to rescind. “Houses of worship 
are spaces for members of religious communities to come together, not be divided along 
political lines,” said the April 4 letter signed by 99 groups and addressed to the leaders of 
both parties in the House of Representatives and Senate, as well as to the leaders of tax-writ-
ing committees. “Faith ought to be a source of connection and community, not division 
and discord,” the letter said. “The charitable sector, particularly houses of worship, should 
not become another cog in a political machine or another loophole in campaign finance 
laws.” Trump while campaigning said he wanted to roll back the “Johnson Amendment,” 
named for President Lyndon Johnson, who led its passage as a Texas senator in the 1950s. 
Trump said the amendment restricts free speech and favors Democrats by inhibiting po-
litical support among evangelical Christians. He has repeated the pledge since assuming 
office. The law, as the letter points out, permits churches to engage with political issues 
and allows pastors to endorse candidates away from church settings. Its restriction is on 
explicit endorsements of a candidate or a party by a church. 
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By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – The Israel Antiquities Authority on March 

19 announced the discovery of a hoard of 1,400-year-old 
coins in excavations near Jerusalem. According to the 
IAA, the cache of nine bronze coins – discovered in a 
large complex that served Christian pilgrims en route to 
Jerusalem – serves as “evidence of the Persian invasion 
at the end of the Byzantine period.” The coins feature the 
images of three Byzantine emperors: Justinian (483-565 
A.D.), Maurice (539-602 C.E.) and Phocas (547-610 C.E.). 

By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – During a week-long excavation project near 

Beit Shemesh, 240 Israeli students from Jerusalem’s Boyer 
High School uncovered the remains of an ancient Jewish 
community dating back to Israel’s Second Temple period. 

The archaeological dig was launched prior to the 
construction of a new residential neighborhood in the 

Deciphering the past
Cache of 1,400-year-old coins discovered near Christian pilgrimage 

site in Jerusalem

A cache of 1,400-year-old coins discovered in excavations 
near Jerusalem. (Photo by Yoli Shwartz, courtesy of the 
Israel Antiquities Authority)

The excavation that led to the finding occurred in June 
2016 as part of the expansion of Israel’s Highway 1, which 
connects Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. A “massive” two-story 
structure and an “elaborate” wine press were revealed in 
the excavation. The coins were found among large stones 
that had collapsed alongside the building.

“It seems that during a time of danger, the owner of 
the hoard placed the coins in a cloth purse that he con-
cealed inside a hidden niche in the wall,” said Annette 
Landes-Nagar, director of the excavation on behalf of the 

Students unearth 2,000-year-old Jewish 
community near Beit Shemesh

An aerial view of the newly discovered 2,000-year-old Jewish 
community near Beit Shemesh, Israel. (Photo by Emil Aladjem, 
courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority)

area and, according to the Israel Antiquities Authority 
district archaeologist for Judah, Dr. Amit Shadman, “the 
excavations will be followed by the site’s preservation and 
development as an archaeological site in the heart of the 
new neighborhood.”

Discoveries at the site included “eight ritual baths, cis-
terns and hiding refuges, along with rock-hewn industrial 
installations,” the IAA said. The IAA directors leading 
the excavation added, “The settlement’s extraordinary 
significance lies in its imposing array of private ritual baths, 
which were incorporated in the residential buildings. Each 
household had its own ritual bath and a cistern. ...Under-
neath the dwellings and rock-hewn installations, another 
surprising discovery was unearthed, dating to the time 
of the Bar Kokhba Revolt (2nd century C.E.) – a winding 
labyrinth of hiding refuges connected to sophisticated and 
elaborate complexes.”

The Israeli students’ excavation work served as a means 
of supplementing the expenses of an upcoming student 
delegation to Poland. Funding from Israel’s Ministry of 
Construction and Housing supported the initiative, which 
was directed by the IAA and also involved pre-army 
course cadets. 

IAA. “He probably hoped to go back and collect it, but 
today we know that he was unable to do so.”

Domestic architecture tour 
on April 23

The Lower East Side Jewish Conservancy 
will hold”O! Multitudes!: Three Centuries of 
Domestic Architecture on Sunday, April 23, 

beginning at 10:45 am. The tour will feature architectural 
specialist and urban historian Barry Feldman, and will 
explore housing on the Lower East Side. Walkers will 
learn how to distinguish a tenement from a row house and 
see examples of pre-law, old law and new law tenements. 

Walkers will meet at 58 Bowery, corner of Canal Street, 
in front of HSBC Bank. The cost is $24 for adults and $22 
for seniors and students. There is an additional $2 charge 
the day of the tour. For more information or to register, 
visit www.nycjewishtours.org/ or call 212-374-4100.
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In this family, all four siblings found 
spouses at the same summer camp

At left: Shlomie and Dalia 
Yunger at Camp Moshava as 
teenagers. (Photo courtesy of 
Dalia Yunger)

At right: Shlomie and Dalia 
Yunger at their wedding. 
(Photo courtesy of Dalia 
Yunger)

By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) – Ami Yunger is used to people sounding 

surprised when they hear that he and his three siblings 
all met their spouses at the same summer camp. But he 
doesn’t think it’s that weird. “Funny enough, I am so used 
to it that sometimes I think that it is strange when I hear 
about couples who did not meet their spouse at camp,” 
Yunger said.

The 24-year-old now studies economics at Bar-Ilan 
Universit y in Israel, but he grew up in Montreal. He fol-
lowed the path of his modern Orthodox siblings at age 
10 when he began spending summers at Camp Moshava 
in Ennismore, Ontario – a small outpost of the Bnei 
Akiva religious Zionist youth movement. There he met 
a girl named Samara when he was 14 and she was 13. 
They didn’t start dating until moving to Israel after high 
school, just before Ami served in the Israeli army, and 
they married five years ago. In doing so, Ami became the 
last of the four Yunger siblings to marry someone they 
met at Moshava.

No surprise, then, that he invited dozens of Moshava 
campers to his wedding, and not just those with whom he 
went to camp. “Half the camp disappeared and they all went 
to my kid’s wedding,” said Joy Yunger, Ami’s mother. “It was 
like being at camp – the kids came and it was such a camp 
atmosphere, they sat around in a circle.”

Finding love at Jewish camp is not exactly a new or rare 
phenomenon. Many Jewish camps, especially those that 
fall under a specific denomination’s umbrella, host campers 
with similar religious and socioeconomic backgrounds. The 
Conservative movement’s Ramah camp network has its own 
dating app for alumni.

But a group of four siblings meeting their spouses at the 
same camp? Yunger’s brother Gadi, 33, and sister Naomi, 
30, even married siblings from the same Toronto family. “I 
don’t know whether it was in the water or it was in the juice 
they gave them,” Joy said.

All of the Yunger siblings started officially dating 
their basherts after their t ime in camp – although some 
See “Camp” on page 13

ghetto after Germany conquered the country. Her grandfa-
ther, who was in the Polish army, was captured and taken 
to a POW camp, where the Jewish soldiers were segregated 
into their own barrack. Her grandmother and very young 
mother managed to escape from the ghetto and separated 
in order to survive. Unfortunately, her grandmother died 
just before the war ended. The relatives who remained 
in the ghetto were all killed by the Nazis. Her great-aunt 
Frania managed to escape because she was originally 
married to Polish man, Aleksander, who had divorced his 
wife to be with her. They also divorced and pretended to 
be brother and sister so that Frania wouldn’t have to move 
to the ghetto. The man then saved another Jewish woman 
by pretending she was married to him. He accomplished 
that by telling everyone she was really his first wife – who 
had been Polish. The three lived together even after the 
war: Both women had children by him and they remained 
together until the women’s deaths.

Tuszyńska finds few records of the oldest generation of 
Jewish relatives. Traveling to the countryside, she pretends 
she’s not Jewish when interviewing people, which turns out 
to be a good idea because some of those interviewed still 

believe that Jews ritually murdered Christian children. She 
notes that, “for the first time in years, the primitive Polish 
anti-Semitism struck me again, the prejudices, the hatred, 
the aggression.” Tuszyńska also discovers that people are 
worried the purpose of her visit is to discover what property 
had belonged to the Jewish community in order to reclaim 
it: “Many inhabitants of these old Jewish settlements in my 
country react the same way; they are afraid of visits by people 
from the outside. They are afraid because those people were 
once the owners of their homes, their orchards, their farms, 
their furniture, and their cups and plates.”

After the war, Tuszyńska’s grandfather reclaimed her 
mother, but their relationship never recovered. His second, 
non-Jewish wife never became close to her stepdaughter. 
Tuszyńska’s grandfather suffered from depression, although 
he managed to continue working – at least, until 1968, when 
Polish antisemitism became mixed with anti-Zionism. Israel 
was blamed for all the ills of the country and many Jews lost 
their jobs. The impact was great: “The anti-Semitic campaign 
of March 1968 touched almost all the remaining Jews in 
Poland. In offices and universities, in editorial meetings and 
in factories, in scientific institutions and in film studios, in 

Party meetings and in specially called conferences, they 
called Jews by their names and, having chastised them for 
their hostility to communism and their hostility to Poland, 
dismissed them from their work and the Communist Party.” 
Tuszyńska believes that most of the Jews who had remained 
in the country were surprised by these attacks because they 
considered themselves Polish, not Jewish. Several of her 
relatives left Poland during the period, something which 
caused a split in the family – with those remaining believing 
the emigres had betrayed their socialist ideals.

While Tuszyńska writes about the members of her family 
in great detail, it feels as if parts of her own life are missing, 
particularly how she relates to being Jewish. She notes that 
she doesn’t want “to choose only one heritage. Both of 
them – the Polish and the Jewish – are alive in me. Both of 
them make me what I am. Even if they oppose each other 
and accuse each other – I belong to both.” Yet, she never 
explains exactly what being Jewish means to her beyond 
the fact that members of her family are Jewish. Perhaps 
the author can’t write about her heritage until she has laid 
the past to rest, but this important issue – the meaning of 
her Jewish identity– is never addressed.

Past Continued from page 4
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NBA Week
Dates: August 14 - 18 • Ages 11 - 14 • Time: 9 am - 3:30 pm
Dan Whalen and his team of coaches will lead a week of basketball! This camp will be a week long 
tournament �lled with games and activities. Players will be put into their teams by their coaches on 
the �rst day. Along with the tournament will be activities based on skill improvement. Participants need 
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Little Stars Basketball Camp
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This camp teaches players the skills and attitude necessary to be successful in basketball. Our drills and 
exercises will guide in developing motor skills and coordination. Includes many skill-building activities, 
competitions and games! $100/$50 JCC Members • includes t-shirt

Nothing But Net Shooting Camp
Dates: August 21 - 25 • Ages 11 - 15 • Time: 1 - 4 pm
This camp is an action packed afternoon of basketball. Our coaches will take the group through 
di�erent aspects of scoring throughout the week. Each day we will then incorporate the skills learned 
into games and competitions. The group will be divided appropriately according to age and skill level. 
$100/$50 JCC Members • includes t-shirt
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At right: Gadi and Atara 
Yunger at their wedding. 
(Photo courtesy of Gadi 
Yunger)

At left: Naomi and Zvi Glustein 
(Photo courtesy of Naomi 
Glustein)

Camp Continued from page 12

were not too adept at hiding their developing feelings 
before then. Shlomie, 35, and his wife Dalia, 36, were 
“only friends” and fellow camp employees throughout 
their camp days (Shlomie as a counselor and Dalia on 
sports staff), but most of the camp sniffed out their 
budding romance.

One time, when Dalia was assigned to the rock 
climbing wall, Shlomie offered to climb as an example 
to a group of young campers. As Dalia helped belay 
him down, some of the boys entangled their ropes – so 
when Shlomie made it down he was t ied up next to 
Dalia. “Even the 10- and 11-year-old boys knew there 
was something,” Dalia said.

For one summer, Naomi slept in a bunk that her future 
sister-in-law Dalia helped oversee. It was during that time that 
Joy Yunger first became acquainted with Dalia – through a 
letter Naomi wrote home calling her an amazing counselor. 
Naomi’s only complaint was that Dalia made her and her 
fellow bunkmates do push-ups if they misbehaved. “Since 
then, my daughter-in-law has run the New York Marathon 
four times,” Joy said.

Today, Shlomie and Dalia Yunger live in Toronto, 
where he is an accountant and she works in regulatory 
finance. Gadi and Atara live in Modi’in, Israel, from 
where he runs a clothing company based in Toronto (he 
makes frequent business trips) and she works as a graphic 
designer at a company in Tel Aviv. Naomi and Zvi also 
live in Toronto, where she is a kindergarten teacher and 
Zvi works in finance. While Ami goes to school in Ramat 
Gan, Israel, Samara works as a special education teacher 
in Beit Shemesh.

They all know of other couples who met at their camp, 
and they say it was easy to find love at Camp Moshava 
because most, if not all, of the campers developed a deep 
bond to Israel. Gadi said at times he felt like he was on a 
kibbutz because of the communal themes, how much campers 
learned about Israel over the summers and the number of 
Israeli workers on campus.

“For Atara and I, one of our pre-requisites was that the 
other would want to live in Israel one day,” Gadi said. “When 
you have like-minded people [at camp] that believe in 
something like Israel, I think it just works.”

Dalia added that the camp’s retro aesthetic and feel 
– embodied in things such as rustic bunks and the old, 
decaying couches in the small room where counselors hang 
out – brought the camp staff closer. Camp administrators 
even paired up counselors who they thought might have 

At left: Ami and Samara 
Yunger at Camp Moshava. 
(Photo courtesy of Ami 
Yunger)

At right: Ami and Samara 
Yunger at their wedding. 
(Photo courtesy of Ami 
Yunger)

crushes on each other to do nightly bunk check-ins together. 
“If there’s any chemistry between people there, it’s going to 
come out,” she said.

(This article was made possible with funding by the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp. The story was produced inde-
pendently and at the sole discretion of JTA’s editorial team.)

Hillel has a clearly stated policy, Hillel warned B’nai 
Keshet, B’nai Keshet ignored the caution and Hillel fol-
lowed through with its policy. And now B’nai Keshet is 
politicizing this move as anti-LGBT, despite the decision 
having nothing to do with the group’s mission or member-
ship. Hillel would withdraw funding and affiliation from 
any group that uses its funds to support BDS. By making 
this decision, Hillel is not condemning Jews who support 
BDS or excluding students based on their views on Israel, 
it is simply saying you cannot use Hillel money for pro-
BDS programming.

B’nai Keshet was created to be a place for LGBT Jews 
to come together and express shared values on being Jew-

Ohio Continued from page 2
ish and LGBT, regardless of personal politics surrounding 
BDS. By aligning the group with JVP programming, B’nai 
Keshet’s current leaders, who are also founders of JVP on 
campus, politicized its membership for an issue outside 
of its mission. At a time when many other LGBT groups 
are incorporating pro-BDS language into their rallies and 
events, B’nai Keshet forced LGBT Jews to identify by 
its politics, even if it meant ultimately hurting its own 
membership by intentionally acting in a way that would 
cut ties with Hillel.

It’s insulting not only to me, but to the entire OSU 
Hillel community for Hillel to be called anti-LGBT. 
When I sat down recently with members of the Hillel 

staff that are openly LGBT or strong allies, the pain 
in their voices about being vilified as homophobes 
was palpable.

My friends at Hillel were some of the first people I 
came out to, and it hurts to see these individuals and this 
organization slandered for political gain. Regardless, I know 
that the Ohio State Hillel will continue to do programming 
to support its LGBT community, and I’m excited to be a 
part of it.

Kyle Gersman, a third-year student at Ohio State Uni-
versity from Akron, OH, is studying chemical engineering 
with a minor in studio art. A version of this essay appeared 
at Scribe, the Forward’s contributor network.
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Congregational Notes

RABBI MOLLY KARP, TEMPLE BETH EL, ONEONTA

Weekly Parasha
Passover, Exodus 33:12-34:26

Friday, April 14, light candles ............................ 7:26 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 15 ........................ 8:27 pm
Sunday, April 15, light candles ........................... 7:28 pm
Monday, April 16, light candles .................after 8:29 pm
Yom tov ends Tuesday, April 17 ........................ 8:31 pm
Friday, April 21, light candles ............................ 7:33 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 22 ........................ 8:35 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, 
and surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, April 14, services will be held at 8 pm.
On Saturday, April 15,services will be held at 10 am and 

Shabbat Noar will be celebrated at 11:15 am. Tea ‘n Talmud 
will be held at Rabbi Scott Glass’ home at 4:30 pm.

On Sunday, April 16, services will be held at 7:30 pm. 
Candles should be lit at 7:30 pm.

On Monday, April 17, services will be held at 10 am and 
8:30 pm. Candles should be lit at 8:40 pm.

On Tuesday, April 18, services with Yizkor will be held at 10 am.
On Monday, April 24, the IAUJC will host the annual 

Holocaust commemoration at Temple Beth-El from 7-9 
pm. A reception will follow the presentation. For further 
information, visit www.iaujc.org or e-mail info@iaujc.org.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, April 14 ....................................................... 7:15 pm
Shabbat, April 15 ........................................................ 9 am
 ......................................................Mincha/Maariv 7:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., April 16 ......................................................... 8:30 am
Mon-Tues., April 17-18 ............................................... 9 am
Wed.-Fri., April 19-21 ................................................. 7 am
Evenings:
Sun. April 16 .......................................................... 7:28 pm
Mon., April 17 ........................................................ 7:30 pm
Tues.-Thurs., April 18-20 ....................................... 7:35 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, April 14, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell 
and Shari Neuberger.

On Saturday, April 15, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah 
study on conflict narratives in the Bible. There will be no 
religious school or Shabbat services due to spring break.

On Sunday, April 16, at 7:30 pm, there will be a Pass-
over evening concluding service and Yizkor.

On Monday, April 17, at 10:30 am, there will be a 
Passover concluding service with Yizkor and a potluck 
lunch.

On Tuesday, April 18, there will be no Hebrew School 
for spring break. At 6:30 pm, there will be an Executive 
Board meeting. At 7:30 pm, there will be a board meeting.

On Wednesday, April 19, at 6 pm, there will be an 
adult b’nai mitzvah class.

On Thursday, April 20, at 10:30 am and 7 pm, there 
will be Holy Torah Rollers.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown will be at the temple the 
weekends of April 14-16, May 5-7 and May 19-21.

On Saturday, April 15, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah 
portion will be Exodus 33:12-34:26. The haftarah will be 
Ezekiel 37:1-14. Bima guest will be Jennifer Schutzer.

On Sunday, April 16, at 10 am, there will be a learning 
session with Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown, the next section 
in the “Why Pray” series.

The temple office will be closed for Passover from 
Monday-Tuesday, April 17-18.

On Tuesday, April 18, at 9:30 am, there will be eighth 
day Passover services, including Yizkor service.

On Sunday, April 23, at 10 am, there will be a TI/TC adult 
ed. brunch and program at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside 
Dr., Binghamton. The speaker will be Luba Djurdjinovic, 
executive director of the Ferre Institute of Genetic Coun-
seling. The cost of the brunch will be $5 per person. For 
reservations, contact Temple Concord at 723-7355.

This month we celebrate Passover, the foundational 
event of the people of Israel. The book of Exodus depicts 
the story of the ancient Israelites’ bondage in the land of 
Egypt and their liberation from that bondage to serve God 
in the wilderness. Of all of the stories in the Torah, this 
is one of the most important in our sacred narrative as a 
people. The words “because you were slaves in the land 
of Egypt” underpin many of the mitzvot (commandments) 
that the Torah gives us, instructing us, “You shall not wrong 
or oppress a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt. You shall not ill-treat any widow or orphan. If you 
do mistreat them, I will heed their outcry as soon as they 
cry out to Me, and My anger shall blaze forth and I will 
put you to the sword, and your own wives shall become 
widows and your children orphans.” (Exodus 22:20-23)

Be an agent for change
I am proud to have again signed a letter, along with 

more than 1,500 of my rabbinical colleagues, in support 
of allowing immigration into America for refugees. The 
statement can be found at /www.hias.org/1500-rab-
bis-sign-national-letter-calling-welcoming-refugees. Im-
migrants, particularly Muslims, have come to be regarded 
as objects of fear, and are blamed as a group by many for 
the terrible acts of terrorism that are committed falsely 
in the name of Islam. In fact, since September 11, 2001, 
more acts of terrorism in this country have been commit-
ted by white American men than by Muslim immigrants. 
The results of a study on this topic can be found at www.
newamerica.org/in-depth/terrorism-in-america/. Temple 
Beth El of Oneonta will hold an interfaith community 
gathering this month. (For information about that event, 

see the article on page 3.)
In this Passover season, I urge you to be an agent for 

change in America, and to look for opportunities to enact 
and embody the fundamental Jewish values of welcoming 
the stranger, looking after the weakest members of our so-
ciety, and treating all humanity as created in God’s image. 
An America that is a place of compassion and caring for 
all in our country, and for all who are fleeing for their lives 
from countries where war is wreaking havoc on families 
and children, can only be a force for good in world. Let’s be 
forces for love in the world, rather than reacting from fear.

I welcome your comments on and responses to Judaism’s 
call for social justice. I look forward to discussing these 
important issues with you. I can be reached at rabbimol-
lykarp@gmail.com.
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Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

The Jewish Community Center of Binghamton will 
offer two different basketball camps during the 2017 spring 
break, from April 19-April 21. The camps will be held at the 
JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, and are open to a range 
of skill levels and ages, from 5-13-years-old.

The Little Stars Spring Camp, designed for children 
5-10-years-old, will be held from 9-11 am. The camp will 
focus on skills and game play, to help children improve 
as basketball players. There will be both individual skill 
development as well as competitions and games. The Little 
Stars Spring Camp costs $50 for members of the JCC, or 
$75 for non-members, and includes a t-shirt. The price will 
be prorated for children who must attend school during 
spring break due to recent school closings.

The Spring Break Showdown, a three-on-three camp, 
will be a more advanced camp for children 9-13-years-old, 

The JCC Yiddish Group recently celebrated the 90th birthday of member Joe Miller. Seated (l-r): Marie Werner, Meryl 
Sasnowitz, Miller, Claire Ladenheim and Toni Grekin. Standing: Joyce Haber, Bernie Segal, Sue Cubic, Harold Kohn, 
Mickey Greenberg and Nate Raboy. Anyone interested in speaking Yiddish or learning Yiddish via conversation is 
welcome to attend the group’s weekly meetings on Thursdays from 1-2 pm in the JCC library.

The JCC Friendship Club met on April 5 and heard 
Rabbi Rachel Esserman talk about Passover and counting 
the omer. The fist seder this year was on April 10. She said 
that in Israel the holiday is celebrated for seven days but 
in the Diaspora it is observed for eight. The haggadah is 
read. It tells the story of the Israelites’ escape from slavery 
in Egypt. The first two days are “chag.” That means that 
no working or cooking is allowed for that time, only as 
necessary. The seder is a later development and the foods 
have meaning. The charoset represents the mortar that 
the slaves used in building and the egg represents that it 
is a spring holiday, as well as that it is round, with no be-
ginning and no end. Certain customs changed throughout 
the years. At the beginning, the meal was eaten first. But 
many people left before the reading of the haggadah, so 
it was reversed to do the reading first and then the meal. 
Children are included to read the four questions and find 
the afikomen, the matzah that was broken at the beginning.

Certain customs are observed differently. We were 
told that Sephardic Jews eat lamb at the seder. Ashke-
nazi Jews say that because there is no more sacrifice, it 
is not necessary to eat lamb. Rabbi Esserman said that 
it is a commandment to eat matzah. Those with celiac 
disease will get sick if they eat it, so a rabbi once said, 
“Not everyone can observe every mitzvah.” Today there 
is non-wheat matzah available. One should feel like you 
just left Egypt. At the end of the seder, the statement is 
made, “Next year in Jerusalem.”

Starting with the second day of Passover, the omer is 
counted every day for 49 days until Shavuot. An omer is a 
sheaf of wheat that is harvested in the spring. During this 
time, no weddings are performed and some men do not 
shave. However, on Lag B’Omer, there is a happy break 

The Jewish Community Center of Binghamton is spon-
soring a new community writers group, which is free to 
attend and open to adult writers. Meetings will be held 
bi-weekly on Tuesdays, beginning April 25, from 5:30-7 
pm, at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

The JCC writers group will be “a place of community” 
for adult writers of any skill level or genre preference. 
“Everyone is welcome. It doesn’t matter if you’re just 
starting out, or if you’ve been writing for years, or even if 

Award-winning dance instructor Francine Stein will teach 
one of the most popular dances in America, “East Coast 
Swing,” at the Jewish Community Center of Binghamton, 
helping individuals to learn this basic step while dancing to 

when weddings are performed and some men shave. Lag 
B’Omer means 33. It is the 33rd day of the counting. The 
story is that Rabbi Akiva’s students became very sick and 
got better on that day, so it became a happy day. Rabbi 
Esserman said that someone used a character from the 
TV program “The Simpsons” to create an omer calendar 
called “Homer the Omer.” When Shavuot finally arrives, 
there is a celebration of receiving the 10 commandments.

There will be no meeting during Passover. We will 
resume meetings after the holiday. Come join us on 
Wednesdays at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

Sylvia Diamond
President

JCC Yiddish Group member 
celebrates 90th birthday

JCC to host new community writers group
you’ve been published,” said Paige Bartholomew, group 
facilitator. “Community is an important part of the writing 
life; it provides support, feedback and encouragement, all 
essential parts to the writing process.”

Those planning on attending have been asked to bring 
their preferred method of writing; notebooks, tablets, 
laptops and more are all acceptable.

Meetings will include writing prompts and freewriting time, 
group discussions and workshop sessions to provide ongoing 

feedback and constructive criticism for writing projects. In the 
future, the group hopes to sponsor talks with local authors, 
organize a community literary magazine and put on reading 
nights to showcase the work that the group accomplishes. While 
the group is free to attend, small donations will be welcome.

To RSVP, submit questions or propose a talk or pre-
sentation to the group, contact the group facilitator at 
jccoffice@binghamtonjcc.org or by calling the JCC office 
at 724-2417, ext. 110.

Spring break basketball camps offered at JCC
from 1-4 pm. The camp will run modified and three-on-
three games in addition to skill development activities 
and competitions. The Spring Break Showdown costs 
$50 for members of the JCC, or $100 for non-members, 
and includes a t-shirt. The price for the camp will also be 

pro-rated as needed for children who must attend school 
during spring break.

To register for either camp, visit or call the JCC office 
at 724-2417, ext. 110. Payment will be taken at the time 
of registration.

JCC to offer beginner social 
dance “East Coast Swing” class

all types of music.
Francine Stein’s Be-

ginner Social Dance 
“East Coast Swing” class 
will be held on Wednes-
days, April 19 and 26 
and May 3 and 10, from 
7-8 pm.

The class will cost 
$30 per person for JCC 
members, or $40 for 
non-members, but to 
take the class, individu-
als must enroll as teams 
of two.

“After a month of 
Francine Stein’s East 
Coast Swing lessons, you 
and your spouse could 
end up becoming the 

most envied couple on the dance floor,” said organizers 
of the program.

Dance instructor Francine 
Stein danced with her partner 
Octavian Para.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Russia recognizes “west Jerusalem” 
as Israel’s capital in surprise move

In a surprise move that represents a “drastic shift” in Russia’s 
policy, the Russian Foreign Ministry released a statement the 
week of April 7 recognizing western Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel. Russia’s statement represents the first instance of 
any country officially recognizing any part of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. The Israeli government was cautious to imme-
diately accept the recognition, as it considers all of Jerusalem 
to be Israel’s capital. “We reaffirm our commitment to the 
U.N.-approved principles for a Palestinian-Israeli settlement, 
which include the status of east Jerusalem as the capital of the 
future Palestinian state,” the Russian Foreign Ministry stated. 
“At the same time, we must state that in this context we view 
west Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.” 
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

The Diary of
Anne Frank

A play by Frances Goodrich & Albert Hackett

Newly adapted by Wendy Kesselman

A dramatic reading fundraiser

500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
www.binghamtonjcc.org

In commemoration of 
Yom HaShoah

in memory of local 
Holocaust survivors

Sunday, April 23 at 3pm

Monday, April 24 at 7pm

Tickets - $15
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From JNS.org
Israel slams Marine Le Pen for denying French 
responsibility in Holocaust roundup

The Israeli government condemned French presidential candidate Marine Le Pen for 
comments absolving France of responsibility for the roundup of thousands of Jews who 
were deported to the Auschwitz death camp during the Holocaust. Le Pen, the leader of 
the far-right National Front party, told French media on April 9 that France “isn’t respon-
sible for the Vel d’Hiv,” referring to French police’s implementation of a German-ordered 
roundup of 13,000 Jews in July 1942, ahead of their deportation to Auschwitz. “I think 
that, in general, if there are people responsible, it is those who were in power at the time. 
It is not France,” Le Pen said. The Israeli Foreign Ministry said on April 10 that Israel 
“condemns Marine Le Pen’s statements that France is not responsible for the deportation 
of the Jews from its territory during the Holocaust. This declaration is contrary to histor-
ical truth, as expressed in the statements of successive French presidents who recognized 
France’s responsibility for the fate of the French Jews who perished in the Holocaust.”
World soccer’s FIFA receives complaint over Palestinian 
terror promotion

The Lawfare Project, a nonprofit legal-focused think tank, the week of April 7 submitted 
a formal complaint to the Disciplinary Committee of international soccer’s FIFA governing 
body, compelling FIFA to review alleged violations of its statutes by the Palestinian Au-
thority’s soccer association and its president, Jibril Rajoub. The complaint was submitted 
in collaboration with several other nonprofit organizations, including Palestinian Media 
Watch, UK Lawyers for Israel and the Israel Institute for Strategic Studies. According to 
The Lawfare Project, the Palestinian Football Association and Rajoub have repeatedly 
breached FIFA’s regulations through open “promotion of racism and terrorism” as well 
as “incitement of hatred and violence, and encouragement of kidnap and murder.” “For 
too long, the PFA has used the sport to promote terrorism in a most egregious manner, 
unabashedly celebrating acts of terror and naming teams after mass murderers,” said The 
Lawfare Project’s director, Brooke Goldstein. “By punishing Muslims who play with Jews, 
the PFA is actively and intentionally preventing normalization between Israelis and Arabs… 
inaction will only send the message that FIFA condones such overt abuse of its institution.”

Israel to explore ways to treat Syrian children hurt in 
chemical attack

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Less than a week after the chemical attack in 
Syria’s Idlib province, the Israeli Cabinet agreed to examine a proposal to bring Syrian 
children in need of medical care to Israel for treatment. At a cabinet meeting on April 9, 
Israeli Transportation Minister Yisrael Katz proposed bringing the wounded children – 
some of whom are currently in Turkey – to Israel. He argued there is a moral imperative 
to do so. But Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman opposed the initiative, reportedly over 
the coordination with Turkey that would be required. The Israeli Prime Minister’s Office 
issued a statement saying that “no decisions were made at the meeting, nor was there a 
vote. The ministers expressed their views on the topic and it was decided that the issue 
would be explored to see if it is even possible to bring children from Idlib to Israel for 
medical treatment. There was no discussion of resettling them in Israel.”

Netanyahu says Israel “fully supports”  Trump’s 
decision to strike Syria

Israeli leaders welcomed President Donald Trump’s surprise military action late 
April 6 to strike the airbase where Syrian President Bashar al-Assad was believed to 
have launched a chemical attack resulting in the deaths of at least 86 Syrians, including 
27 children. “In both word and action, President Trump sent a strong and clear message 
today that the use and spread of chemical weapons will not be tolerated,” Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated. “Israel fully supports President Trump’s decision 
and hopes that this message of resolve in the face of the Assad regime’s horrific actions 
will resonate not only in Damascus, but in Tehran, Pyongyang and elsewhere.” Israeli 
opposition leader Member of Knesset Isaac Herzog (Zionist Union) said the strike came 
at the “right time and in the right place” and sends an “important message to the butcher 
from Damascus.” The IDF said it had been notified ahead of the U.S. strike, which saw 
close to 60 Tomahawk cruise missiles launched from two naval destroyers in the eastern 
Mediterranean strike Syria’s Shayrat Airfield north of Damascus. “The American update 
to the IDF and security establishment before the attack in Syria is further proof of the 
strength of the relationship and depth of the connection between Israel and its largest 
ally, the United States,” Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman said.

These care services 
include but are not 
limited to:
 • Bath Assistance
 • Meal Prep
 • Cleaning
 • Shopping, etc.

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and 
repairs, along with 

in-home care services. 

John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)

888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

754-6376pbaker927@yahoo.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work

We Install, Service & Repair...

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully Insured
Free

EstimatesOur
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER

ISA CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

Professionals In All Phases Of:
· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET
607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or

I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!

References Available
607-760-0530

griles45@gmail.com

Raw Local Honey Varieties
Spring • Summer • Fall

Propolis, Pollen, Beeswax candles
Try a sample at the

Binghamton Regional
Farmers Market,

840 Upper Front Street
9-1 Saturdays all winter

bcregionalmkt.com
suegaringhoney.com

607-775-5041

Or Amazing
Live Entertainment

At Your Event!
Russ The BIG Guy is honored 

to help you celebrate your 
special day by drawing the

WORLD'S ONLY
personalized & �attering 

CARTOONICATURE of
you, your friends and family! 

More info at
RussTheBIGGuy.com

and on Facebook.
Voice or text: 607-725-5704 
noon 'til Midnight, 7 days!

CARTOON
CARICATURES

A memorable gift, 
accepting commissions,

Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street

Johnson City
New York 13790

Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org

Education • Advocacy • Support

Need Help
Selling Your Stuff?

Experienced and insured local seller with
years of experience pricing and selling online,
at auction and regional flea markets will assist in 

getting the most money for your junk or treasures.
Confidential, discrete, reasonable & affordable.

I don’t get paid until you do!
Call (607) 699-9004 ask for Jonathan

No Shabbos Calls Please

Please support our advertisers... 

tell them you saw 
their ad here in

Published by the Jewish   Federation of Greater Binghamton


