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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Supreme Court ends Israeli woman’s marriage to
comatose husband after decade-long divorce
Israel’s Supreme Court officially allowed a Safed woman to divorce her comatose
husband, ending a decade-long process. On March 30, the court blocked rabbinical
judges from reviewing an appeal against the nullification of the marriage after imposing
an injunction against it in January. Israel’s Chief Rabbinate, which is responsible for
Jewish family courts, had sought to allow a review of a 2014 decision by the Safed
Rabbinical Court, ruling in its capacity as a divorce court, that the marriage may be

dissolved. In Israel, recognized religious courts are part of the judiciary and work
as family courts. The husband has been in a coma since 2007, when he was severely
wounded in a motorcycle accident. For years, the wife has been trying to obtain a
divorce because doctors said he would likely never wake up. In an interview for
Army Radio, she said she “thanks Hashem [God] that the nightmare is over.” She
added: “I wanted it to end before the holiday of liberty” referring to Passover, which
this year begins on April 10. Prior to the granting of her religious divorce, or get, the
wife was considered a “chained woman,” or agunah – a term that relates to women
who are unable to obtain a religious divorce and therefore are not eligible to remarry
legally in Israel or have their later marriages recognized by the state.

Opinion

Approach Marine Le Pen with caution
By Ben Cohen
JNS.org
There was an illuminating report from Paris in The Wall
Street Journal recently that related how Marine Le Pen,
leader of the far-right National Front, has been consulting
a group of French bankers and captains of industry in a bid
to continue the mainstreaming of her party as the country’s
presidential election approaches.
Named “Les Horaces,” in honor of imperial Rome’s
most illustrious and politically astute poet, this collection
of dignitaries is preparing Le Pen, who represents what
has up until now been a perennial party of opposition,
for the challenges of government. If Le Pen’s first task
was to shake off the legacy of her father Jean-Marie – the
spiteful, bigoted antisemite who founded the party – her
second will be learning how to competently run France’s
intensely complex state institutions and bureaucracies.
While Le Pen can point to President Donald Trump’s
victory as an example of how polling predictions can fall
spectacularly flat, she might also want to study his first two
months in office, during which the White House has failed
to manage both the legislative agenda and the president’s
media image. It’s distinctly possible the same fate could
befall her, in the event that she wins the electoral contest
on April 23.
Depending on where you sit, a Le Pen victory would
signal either the demise of fascism or its rebirth. The former
view is held by National Front activists and their global
echo chamber, who insist that Le Pen’s expulsion of her
father from the very party he created – a move requiring
courage and wiliness worthy of a Shakespeare plot – signals
an irrevocable break with its Nazi-stained past.
From this perspective, Le Pen is not so much Marshal
Petain, the collaborationist leader of German-occupied
France, as she is Charles de Gaulle, the resistance leader
who shaped post-war France and regarded international
institutions like NATO with Gallic sniffiness. Le Pen’s
Gaullist French nationalism resembles that, so her advocates say, of Trump in America – forthrightly opposed to
immigration, contemptuous of multiculturalism, warning
constantly of the dangers of Islamic radicalism and aggres-

sively seeking national control of trade and fiscal policy.
What this means first of all is the potential collapse of the
European Union, should France abandon the euro single
currency and then follow the U.K.’s example by leaving
the EU itself.
That fuels the opposite idea: that a Le Pen victory would
mean the triumph of fascism at the polls in Europe for
the first time since the end of World War II. For all of its
glaring imperfections, the EU has been the embodiment
of the post-war pledge that never again would Europe
collapse into war and genocide. The manner of achieving this goal was the EU, with its open borders and its
control of trade.
Without the EU, the theory goes, Europe risks again
becoming a system of competing nation-states. Add to that
government-sanctioned racist rhetoric and discriminatory
policy and, all of a sudden, the 1930s don’t look so distant.
To my mind, neither of these viewpoints captures the
profound challenge that a Le Pen victory would represent.
Even if fascism were to return to 21st-century Europe, it
would look very different to its 20th-century incarnation
– and were Le Pen intent on setting up a totalitarian state
with racial laws against Jews, Muslims and other minorities, and an ever-present secret police, she would find the
task much harder than did Hitler from the ashes of the
Weimar Republic.
And yet, those who believe that Le Pen is a French
version of Trump would do well to reconsider. Whereas
in Trump’s case, much of the election campaign involved
discussing whether he even had any deeply held beliefs,
Le Pen comes from a recognizable and established tradition – post-fascism, if we are to call it that, still comes
from fascism after all.
There’s another crucial difference. Trump has been
unfairly portrayed as an antisemite with little evidence
to show for the claim; one reason for that is simply that
America, unlike France, has no established antisemitic
tradition. Sure, we’ve had to deal with Father Coughlin,
David Duke and Pat Buchanan, but there is no history here
of antisemitic legislation and neither of the two main parties
has ever incorporated antisemitic ideology into its program.

In France, antisemitism has been, and is, far more
serious. As in Germany, French intellectuals in the 19th
and 20th centuries played a pivotal role in developing
antisemitism as a modern ideology distinct from its
Christian forebear, proudly organizing themselves into
political parties with names like the “League of Anti-Semites.” The Dreyfus trial, perhaps the key episode in the
evolution of antisemitism as a genocidal ideology, took
place in France and defined an entire generation. Today,
France is rife with antisemitic assaults, abuse and terror
attacks, much of it emanating from the same Muslim
migrant communities targeted by Le Pen – and the source,
therefore, of the notion that she, unlike her father, will
be “good for the Jews.”
It would, however, be foolish to reach that conclusion.
If the last two decades have taught us anything, it’s that
you don’t need antisemitic laws or policies, nor antisemitic government ministers, to have a major problem
with antisemitism. The hostility to Jews that envelops
large sections of the Muslim community, the far left and
the nostalgists of the right will not disappear just because
Le Pen becomes president – indeed, the phenomenon
could get worse.
If Le Pen follows through on her campaign rhetoric
by denying French Jews the right to hold dual Israeli citizenship, France’s perennial “Jewish question” will likely
find itself in the national spotlight once more, echoing
past smears about “dual loyalty” as well as present ones
about the irritating “communalism” – a phrase from the
pen of leading French journalist Christophe Barbier –
displayed by French Jews during the rowdy antisemitic
and anti-Zionist demonstrations that accompanied the
Gaza war in 2014.
That is why I say, to those in America convinced that Le
Pen will be a faithful partner in the anti-globalist crusade,
be careful what you wish for.
Ben Cohen, senior editor of TheTower.org and The Tower
Magazine, writes a weekly column for JNS.org on Jewish
affairs and Middle Eastern politics. His writings have been
published in Commentary, the New York Post, Haaretz, The
Wall Street Journal and many other publications.

In My Own Words

Technological miracle
I was walking into the room where the temple adult
education meets and said, “Oh, the tea kettle is boiling.”
That might not seem an important thing to write about since
most people can hear a tea kettle boil several rooms away.
However, before my cochlear implant, I couldn’t hear the
whistle even if I was standing directly in front of the stove.
It’s the little things – the things most people take for
granted – that I’ve been noticing lately. That same morning,
someone talked to me from the other side of a bathroom
stall and I actually understood what she said. Words
coming through a loudspeaker not only sound like real
language now, but sometimes I can even understand what
was said. Then there’s the chair in my office: did it just
start squeaking, or was I finally able to hear that pitch? (A
quick application of WD40 means we may never know.)
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My hearing is still not perfect and it never will be.
For example, I recently attended a discussion group and,
even after we broke into small groups, I didn’t understand
everything that was said. That’s because it’s still difficult
for me to concentrate on hearing for long periods of time.
Plus, I do better with voices that are familiar, which means
that my comprehension can improve over time. However,
I wasn’t as exhausted or frustrated as I would have been
if I attempted this a few years ago.
The original title of this column was “Medical miracles,” but I changed it to “Technological miracles”
because that’s more accurate. Throughout the past 20
years, technology has changed greatly. In the 1990s, the
ear doctor I visited in New York City doubted people
would ever be able to use digital hearing aids because
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they would have to carry a suitcase-sized hearing device
for it to work. Now, some digital hearing aids are so small
you can barely see them. The number of assisted listening
devices have also multiplied. I use a microphone during
religious services that places the speaker’s voice directly
into my CI. There are also buildings with other types of
technology that allow something similar to happen. I
recently talked to someone who uses an infrared device
in order to hear the TV so he doesn’t have to turn the
volume up so loud it disturbs his spouse.
So, while I get frustrated at times about the parts of
hearing that are difficult (for example, music), I remind
myself of how far I’ve come and how much easier life is
now. For me, being able to hear a tea kettle still feels like
a miracle.
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TI/TC adult education brunch to
be held on April 23

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Funding for campus life

Area Passover celebrations and services are
announced; a look at new Passover children’s
Djurdjinovic has more than 30 years of experience as a practicing genetic counselor, with books; tips for seder leaders; and more.
clinical interests in issues of infertility, familial ........................................ Pages 6, 8-10 and 14

The Temple Israel/Temple Concord Adult
Education Group will present the next event in
its series of brunch programs on Sunday, April
23, at 10 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside
cancer histories and, most recently, cardiovasDr., Binghamton. The cost of the brunch will be
cular genetics. She is the past president of the
$5 per person. To make a reservation, contact the
National Society of Genetic Counselors and a
Temple Concord office at 723-7355 or tcaa1@
recipient of its National Achievement Award.
stny.rr.com.
Presently, Djurdjinovic is co-chairwoman of
Luba Djurdjinovic, executive director of
the New York State Genetic Counselors Group
the Ferre Institute of Genetic Counseling, will
that represents all New York state genetic counpresent “L’Dor V’Dor: Genetic conditions and Luba Djurdjinovic selors. She completed 19 years on the adjunct
issues facing the Ashkenazi Jewish Community.”
faculty at the School of Social Work in Syracuse,
Ferre Institute Inc. is a non-profit organization that is an author in a leading textbook for genetic counseling
provides services in genetics and reproductive health. students and lectures extensively.

CJS announces spring series

“The Great War: A Turning Point
for World Jewry”
On the 100th anniversary of the U.S. entry into
World War I, the spring 2017 program of the College
of Jewish Studies will focus on the impact of the war
on world Jewry. All programs will begin at 7:30 pm
and be held at the Jewish Community Center, 500
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
Although many may think it was World War II that most
significantly impacted the Jews of the world, scholars agree
that World War I was “a turning point in Jewish history.”
An unprecedented number of Jews fought for their respective countries and were on all sides of the war, and it was
the Jewish population of Europe that some say probably
suffered the most. The death toll of Eastern European Jews
alone has been estimated as high as 100,000, while more
than five times more Jews were uprooted from the Pale as
a result of World War I. The entire geography of European
Jewry, for example, was said to be “reconfigured.” Many
argue that two aftermaths of World War I – increasing
antisemitism leading to the Holocaust, and Zionism and
the establishment of the state of Israel – was set in motion
by World War I.
The first program in the series, “The Great War: A
Turning Point for World Jewry” will be held on Thursday,
May 4. In “The End of Empire: World War I and its Impact
on the Eastern Sephardi Diaspora,” Dina Danon, assistant
professor of Judaic studies at Binghamton University,
will provide an overview of the impact of World War I
on Ottoman Jewry. Danon’s research agenda is rooted
in the study of the Sephardi communities of the eastern
Mediterranean. She is currently at work on a manuscript
based on her doctoral dissertation, “The Jews of Izmir: A
Modern History.”
David Engel, Greenberg Professor of Holocaust
Studies, professor and chairman of Hebrew and Judaic
studies, and professor of history at New York University,
will speak on Thursday, May 11, on “Making the World
Safe for Jews: World War I and the Problem of Jewish
Security.” A member of the Academic Committee of
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Engel
is the author of seven books and more than 75 articles
on numerous aspects of modern Jewish political and
intellectual history.
The final program in the series will be held on Thursday,
May 18, and will be “Patriotism, Antisemitism, and Loss

About the cover

This year’s Passover cover was designed by Jenn
DePersis, production coordinator of The Reporter.

Yom Hashoah

Ithaca will hold a Holocaust commemoration;
the JCC will host an Anne Frank play; more.
........................................................... Page 7
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Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
• Weight Management
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional Supplements!
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Due to holiday closings, the deadline for the following upcoming issue of The Reporter is as follows. No
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Off the Shelf

Alternative looks at the 20th century

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

It can be argued that the two most influential events
in 20th century Jewish history were the Holocaust and the
creation of the state of Israel. At least those are the events
that most interest authors writing Jewish alternative history.
However, the three novels in this review have very different
visions of the course history might have taken. The first
book offers a realistic look at the creation of a Jewish state
in Europe, the second describes a mystical version of World
War II, while the third posits what might have happened
if the Nazis had not risen to power in Germany. While the
authors’ creative takes on history are each interesting in
their own right, reading the three together shines a light
on the events that did occur.
“Judenstaat”
What if rather than the state of Israel being founded after
World War II, Holocaust survivors claimed the Saxony area
of Germany and formed a Jewish state called Judenstaat?
That’s the premise of Simone Zelitch’s “Judenstaat” (A Tor
Book), which opens 40 years after the declaration of the
state. Judit Klemmer, who is preparing a documentary for
Judenstaat’s anniversary, discovers controversial material
about what occurred during the state’s formation. She also
receives a note suggesting there’s more to learn about the
assassination of her non-Jewish husband, Hans, who was
killed after his controversial appointment as conductor of
Judenstaat’s National Symphony. Discovering the truth
is tricky, as is determining the fine line between justice
and revenge.
While Judith’s story is interesting, it’s the history and
development of Judenstaat that readers will find fascinating.
The author borrows from what occurred in East Germany
and Israel when describing the state. For example, the similarities to East Germany occur when Soviet troops enter
the country to help prevent further attacks by Nazi bandits.
Judenstaat’s borders were sealed and the country built a
wall to protect itself from outsiders. The original leaders
described themselves as Bundists (secular socialists), which

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
Idea Kraft NOLA, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
2/10/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f A j a r
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
02/16/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 3652 George F. Hwy.,
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Finger Lakes
Winery Services, LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/14/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 816 Buffalo St., Endicott,
NY 13760. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Gillen Nolan
& Matthew, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
02/16/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: P.O. Box 112, Vestal, NY
13851. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: Gazelle Race Timing, LLC (the
“Company”). The date of filing of
the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was March 1, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: James W. Orband, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business

sometimes creates problems with the country’s ultra-Orthodox Jews who don’t recognize the existence of the state.
The clashes between these Jews and the government echo
some of the conflicts that occur in the Israel. Judenstaat
proudly notes its origin in the Churban (Holocaust) by the
flag it flies: its blue and white prison strips are based on the
uniforms worn in concentration camps and the yellow star
in its center symbolized that worn by Jews during the war.
However, the country’s national language is German, rather
than Yiddish or Hebrew, and Judenstaat sees its origin in
the fact that Ashkenazi Jews have lived in the Saxony area
for more than a 1,000 years.
Even though “Judenstaat” borrows events from other
countries, its nation building feels real and convincing.
The motto of the state’s creators can be summarized as
“We are here... We aren’t going anywhere. We turn death
into life. That’s what it means to live in Judenstaat.” The
author’s provocative ideas offer readers much to consider
and discuss.
“The Book of Esther”
Although there really was a Khazar kingdom during
the medieval period, most historians don’t believe that
the kingdom underwent a mass conversion to Judaism.
That myth, though, serves as the basis for Emily Barton’s
“The Book of Esther” (Tim Duggan Books). In her novel,
Khazaria, which sits on the border of the areas we know as
the Middle East and Russia, has survived to contemporary
times, and its ruling class and the majority of its population are Jewish. Jews from Europa (Europe) have been
settling in refugee camps in Khazaria because the leader
of Germania (Germany) has decided not only to conquer
the world, but rid it of its Jewish population.
In 1942, Khazaria itself is threatened by the Germanian
army. Esther, the daughter of one of the ruler’s advisors, believes the situation is far more dangerous than
people realize. Since, as a woman, she’s not allowed to
participate in battle, she steals away from home to find

a mysterious village of kabbalists. Her hope is that the
mystics will change her into a man so she can lead the
army to victory. What happens instead will thrill readers
who love fantasy.
It’s difficult to discuss parts of the novel without giving
away too much of the plot, but among its many pleasures
are dialogues on the nature of Judaism, the role of women in religion and the meaning of free will. Esther is a
wonderful character – a young woman who never before
questioned her role in life or her religion’s place in the
world. Yet, her new experiences challenge all she thought
she knew and make her realize there are no easy answers
to moral, ethical or theological questions. However, her
deep feelings for Judaism come through, as shown during
the one Shabbat she spends in the kabbalists’ village. After
singing the opening of “Leha Dodi” in their synagogue, the
kabbalists move to the fields just beyond the town: “While
singing the verse, ‘Come, O Bride! Come, O Bride!’ they
all turned to face east and bowed to the darkening hills
and the stars rising in the sky. For a moment the gathering
felt quiet, then erupted into an ecstatic chorus, everyone
whirling and dancing. Esther couldn’t resist. No one was
watching. Holding [a child] by both hands, Esther spun
in a circle until his feet were off the ground... Esther’s
heart surged with joy. This was how Shabbat was meant
to celebrated... She felt lucky to experience it.”
Readers may wonder if Barton is planning a sequel
to “The Book of Esther” since the novel stops suddenly,
leaving several plot lines dangling. Those who don’t mind
open-ended conclusions will have no problems with the
book, while others may feel unsatisfied. However, whatever
the fate of the kingdom of Khazaria, Baron has created an
intriguing and fascinating alternate world.
“A Man Lies Dreaming”
Some novels defy genre. For example, is “A Man
Lies Dreaming” by Lavie Tidhar (Melville House) an
See “Alternative” on page 6

LEGAL NOTICE
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

NJ 08846. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________

any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: Midnight Run Holdings, LLC (the
“Company”). The date of filing of
the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was March 2, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ronald L. Greene, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Newman
Development Group of Lakeside, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 02/27/17. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY 13851-0678.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Healthy Life
Psychiatry NP, PLLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 12/02/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: United States Corporation
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave., Ste.
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose:
To practice the profession of Nurse
Practitioner in Psychiatry.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Rick’s Tree and Shrub Service, LLC
Articles of Organization filed with NYS
Dept. of State (SSNY) on 2/7/17.
Office location: Broome County at
291 Kattelville Rd, Binghamton, NY
13901. SSNY has been designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of any process to: 291 Kattelville
Rd, Binghamton, NY 13901. Purpose:
Any Lawful Purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited
liability company (“LLC”) is
Livingston Trucking LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is March 17,
2017.

3.

4.

Notice of Formation of Sammy’s
Ice Cream and Italian Ice, LLC
Arts. Of Org. with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/27/16. Office location:
Broome County. Princ. Office of LLC:
191 1/2 Robinson St Binghamton, NY
13904. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to the LLC at addr. of Levene
Gouldin & Thompson, LLP 450 Plaza
Drive Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
______________________
		
Notice of Formation of 4 Annette
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 02/27/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 215 Lincoln Blvd., Middlesex,

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or her
is: 6326 State Route 79,
Chenango Forks, New York
13746.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of WenMar
Holdings LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
03/10/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 101 Castle Creek Rd.,
Binghamton, NY 13901. Purpose:

To place a legal notice,
contact Bonnie at
724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

The name of the Company is Sixty
Belden, LLC formed on this 15th of
February, 2017. The purpose of the
Company is to engage in any lawful
act or activity for which limited liability
companies may be organized under
the LLCL. The county within the State
of New York in which the office of the
Company is to be located is Broome.
The Secretary of State is designated
as the agent of the Company upon
whom process against the Company
may be served. The Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company served upon
such Secretary of state is 4700
Amherst Avenue, Vestal, New York,
13850.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
Notice is hereby given of the formation
of Phantom Chef LLC (the “Company”)
for the transaction of business in the
State of New York and elsewhere.
1.

The name of the Company
(“LLC”) is Phantom Chef LLC.

2.

The Company’s Articles
of Organization were filed with
the New York Secretary of State
on November 16, 2016.

3.

The Company’s office within
New York State is located in
Broome County.

4.

The New York Secretary of State
of has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom
process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any such
process served upon him or her
to c/o Robert W. Carey, Esq., 122
State Street - Suite 220,
Binghamton, New York 13901.

5.

The character or purpose of the
Company’s business is for any
lawful business purpose except
to do any business in new York
State for which a statute
specifically requires some other
business entity or natural
person to be formed or used for
such business.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Ideal
Equipment LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is March 13,
2017.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: PO Box 125,
Conklin, New York 13748.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of RFV1 LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/21/17. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 1488 Hawleyton Tnpk., Brackney,
PA 18812. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of RFV2 LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/21/17. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 1488 Hawleyton Tnpk., Brackney,
PA 18812. Purpose: any lawful
activities.

Attention
Attorneys
Published by the
Jewish Federation
of Greater Binghamton

fulfills the
requirement of
“newspapers of
general circulation”.
Very reasonable
rates and a broad
circulation makes
The Reporter
a great choice for
legal advertising!
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Notices
Surrogate’s
Citations
Changes of
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Bankruptcy
Notices
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Auction Sales
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Place Your
Legal
Advertising in
Published by the
Jewish Federation
of Greater Binghamton

To place your ad,
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at 724-2360, ext. 244
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www.thereportergroup.org

April 7-13, 2017

Page 5 - The Reporter

Binghamton University Art Museum to open
spring exhibitions
The Binghamton University Art Museum has opened its spring exhibitions
in the Fine Arts Building on campus.
Both the Main Gallery and the Susan

“Purple Tree” by Milton Glaser

M. Reifer ‘65 and Stanley J. Reifer
‘64 Mezzanine Gallery will feature
artwork by Jewish American graphic
designer and illustrator Milton Glaser.
The exhibition will run through Saturday, May 20.
The Main Gallery will show sketches,
prints and printed designs in an exhibition titled “Milton Glaser: Modulated
Patterns,” curated and designed by Blazo
Kovacevic, assistant professor of art
and design at Binghamton University.
Although Glaser might be best known
for his commercial work – the “I [Heart]
NY” logo or a psychedelic Bob Dylan
album cover – the exhibition features
work in which Glaser experiments with
pattern and perception. He “works out

Children of Abraham
discussion group to meet
The Children of Abraham of the Southern
Tier’s monthly facilitated discussion group,
“Islam, Judaism and Christianity: Common Ground, Collaboration and Mutual
Respect,” will meet on Sunday, April 23,
from 2-4 pm, at Vestal United Methodist
Church, 328 Main St., Vestal.
The monthly discussion is offered to
continue the group’s pursuit of “common
ground, collaboration and mutual respect.”
Said a representative of the organization,
“We will only evolve as people if we are able

to learn to live, work and relate to one another
as a symbiotic whole.” COA intends to help
make that happen because it is “committed
to building mutual trust and respect across
the Abrahamic religious traditions through
interfaith conversation and education.”
More Jewish participants are needed.
Those planning to participate have been
asked to respond to the Temple Concord office or at www.interfaithbroomecounty.com.
The organization has also decided to
meet at the end of June, July and August.

TC Sisterhood to hold
donor event

“Toulouse and His Ladies” by Milton
Glaser
his thoughts graphically” in a series of
prints of landscapes and images that
celebrate modern masters such as Paul
Cézanne, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec and
Gustav Klimt. “Milton Glaser: Modulated
Patterns” is accompanied by a catalogue,
published by the Binghamton University
Art Museum, that includes an introduction
by the curator and an interview with Glaser
by Tom McDonough, associate professor
of art history at Binghamton University.
In conjunction with “Modulated Patterns,” another exhibition of watercolors
by Glaser will be on view in the Susan
M. Reifer ‘65 and Stanley J. Reifer ‘64
Mezzanine Gallery. “The Piero Project”
is a selection of 37 drawings that pay
homage to paintings by Italian Renaissance artist Piero della Francesca. The
watercolors are not copies, but artistic
interpretations of details of Piero’s
paintings and frescoes. Glaser wrote,
“[Piero’s] paintings could be looked at as
though one were looking at a landscape
through a window. One could take any
part of the view and interpret it freely,
acknowledging, as we do with nature, that

Temple Concord’s Sisterhood
noted a Sisterhood representadonor event on Sunday, April
tive. Community members can
30, at 11 am, at the synagogue,
pay their $30 Sisterhood dues if
9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton,
they have not already, then make
will feature brunch, followed by
a donation of $25, or $36 if one
entertainment from Greg Neff. A
is bringing a guest. A guest is
singer, songwriter and acoustical
someone who is not eligible to join
guitar player, Neff specializes in
Sisterhood, such as a gentleman,
music from the 1960s and ‘70s.
daughter, member of another
Reservations will be required
temple’s Sisterhood or out-ofGreg Neff
and are due by Thursday, April
town guest.
27, by calling the temple office at 723Neff migrated from the Northwest and
7355. Checks made out to Temple Concord is said to be “getting back to the music
Sisterhood should be sent to the temple, or that he left behind” many years ago. A
paid at the door the day of the event. Brunch singer, songwriter and guitar player, he
will cost $5 per person, which can be paid specializes in folk and rock music such as
at the door.
The Beatles, Simon and Garfunkel, James
“It’s never too late to become a donor,” See “Donor” on page 6

SHAUL’S APPLIANCE CENTER
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Mayor New
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Happy
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the Community
SHAUL’S Wishing
APPLIANCE
CENTER

“Landscape from the Nativity” by Milton
Glaser
it would be impossible to replicate it.”
Further insight into the work of Glaser
will be offered in a lecture at the museum
on Thursday, April 27, at 5 pm, by Steven
Brower, director of the “Get Your Master’s
with the Masters” M.F.A. at Marywood
University. Brower is a designer and author of many books, the former creative
director for Print Magazine and former
art director for The Nation and The New
York Times. He was also an associate
at the Push Pin Group, co-founded by
Glaser. The event will be free and open
to the public.
For more information, visit http://
binghamton.edu/art-museum.
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Chabad Center to hold community seder

Last-minute reservations are being accepted by Chabad
Center for the seder it will host for the general community
on Monday, April 10, at the Chabad Center, 420 Murray
Hill Rd., Vestal. The event will begin with services at 7:30
pm, followed by the seder.
The seder will include all of the traditional observances, a full-course dinner, handmade shmurah matzah
and “mystical insights.” The haggadah will be read with
participation from all present in both Hebrew and En-

glish, and the many customs and traditions of the seder
will be explained.
No prior knowledge or level of observance is required
of those wishing to attend. There will be no charge for the
seders, but a suggested minimum donation of $18 per person
can be sent to Chabad before the holiday.
“We will be serving a full-course, traditional holiday
dinner, but I do urge participants to have a bit to eat earlier in
the evening to tide them over the ceremonial, opening portion

of the seder, which precedes dinner,” noted Rivky Slonim.
For more information and reservations, contact
aslonim@Jewishbu.com or call the Chabad office at
797-0015.
Handmade shmurah matzah will be available for purchase through the Chabad Center for $15 a pound, or three
matzahs for $9, as long as the supplies last. Those interested
have been urged to place an order as soon as possible by
calling the Chabad Center at 797-0015.

Chocolate seder held at Temple Israel
By Maxine Rosenberg
A chocolate seder was held at Temple Israel on March
25. The idea for the program came from Julie Piaker, who
had led a chocolate seder along with Howard Warner at
Temple Israel in the past. Warner and Piaker led the service,
as well as songs and a “chocolate” haggadah story. The
congregants participated in the readings and adults were
encouraged to bring kosher wine.
All the symbols of Pesach were represented. There were
chocolate seder plates, strawberries instead of parsley,
chocolate sauce instead of salt water, marshmallow fluff
and chocolate chips instead of charoset, chocolate graham
crackers replaced the matzah, chocolate milk in place of
wine, bittersweet chocolate chips in place of maror, Cadbury eggs in place of the roasted egg and white chocolate
“bones” in place of the shank bone.

Tot Time at TC

The event, which was attended by 65 people, included
a dairy meal and a selection of various desserts. Temple
representatives thanked Piaker, Warner and all of the women
and men who “helped make the evening a success.”

A chocolate seder was held on March 25 in the Temple
Israel social hall.

L-r (facing camera): Havdalah was held with Emily Wolff,
Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown, Julie Piaker, Alan Piaker
and Meredith Pell-Preus (seated).

Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their
parents, will be held on Saturday, April 8, at 9:30 am, at
Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The focus
this month will be on Passover, and children and their
parents will be able to join the religious school’s Passover
seder and program.
Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. A
parent must attend with children.
Children are introduced to Judaism through a story,
activities and a snack each month. To make a reservation
and for more information, contact Lauren Fitch at Tctots@
gmail.com.

Happy Passover
Bob Kutz Advertising and
Auto Detailing Supplies
1080 Chenango St., Binghamton, NY 13903

222-0041

DeMunn Funeral Home
36 Conklin Avenue, Binghamton
722-8800
www.demunnfh.com

Happy
Passover
TIMOTHY SZCZESNY
DONNAMARIE OLIVIERI
Directors

At left, l-r: Emily
Wolff, Lynne Green,
Barbara Gilbert,
Marcia Hofstein,
Julie Piaker, Wendy
Wolff, Kathy Hurwitz
and Barbara Zelter.

Alternative

Continued from page 4

alternative history or a realistic novel with a touch of
fantasy? The question depends on which of the two
featured story lines readers consider the most important.
One plot, which occurs in 1939, focuses on a man known
as Wolf, a German immigrant to England who works as
a private detective. He’s clearly antisemitic, although
he does agree to help a Jewish German woman find her
sister. His search puts him in touch with former associates from Germany, all of whom escaped the country
after Jewish Communists took over the government.
The British Fascist party also hires Wolf in the hope
that he can help their candidate become prime minister.

Great

Continued from page 3

The College of Jewish Studies, founded in 1986, is an
informal coalition between the Judaic Studies Department
of Binghamton University and several area Jewish sponsoring institutions: the Jewish Community Center, the Jewish
Federation of Greater Binghamton, Beth David Synagogue,
Temple Concord and Temple Israel. Programming for CJS
would not be possible without the additional financial
support of the Jacob and Rose Olum Foundation, the B’nai
B’rith Lectureship Fund, the Victor and Esther Rozen
Foundation, an endowment fund from the former Temple
Beth El of Endicott, a grant from the JoyVel Charitable
Fund and the donations of individual sponsors.
For more information on CJS and its programs, visit
www.bingcjs.org or www.facebook.com/bingcjs.

Our range of services features:
■ All levels of financial statement preparation and related services for private
and non-profit companies; including audits, reviews and compilations

Binghamton Plate Glass Co.
430 State Street
Binghamton, NY

723-8293

The Lasky Family

Donor

Continued from page 5

Taylor and more. He is new to the Finger Lakes Region
of New York and has been a regular at Tioga Trails Café
and La Scala Ristorante in Owego, the Blind Tiger Pub
in Johnson City, and Nips Park Avenue Saloon and Uncle
Tony’s in Binghamton.

A Very Joyous
Passover

, LLP

Call us for all of your glass needs

However, readers will soon realize who Wolf is, although
the novel never explicitly calls him by his real name.
A second, interwoven plot tells the story of Shomer, a
Yiddish writer of detective stories, who exists in an alternative world: one where the Nazis successfully captured the
government of Germany. Shomer lives in a concentration
camp and keeps his sanity by dreaming of the detective
stories he once wrote. The two plots intertwine as Wolf and
Shomer appear in each other’s dreams – leading readers
to wonder which is the reality and which is fantasy, and
whether or not there is a difference.
“A Man Lies Dreaming” is a puzzle, one that asks us
to sympathize with someone we might otherwise despise.
It also contains sadomasochistic sex scenes, graphic
violence and an ending that is open to interpretation.
Readers familiar with pre-World War II England will best
appreciate Tidhar’s skill since the author includes real
life British characters from that time. While puzzling and
unusual, the novel is also a virtuoso work, highlighting
Tidhar’s skill and imagination. However, it’s definitely
not for the faint of heart.

■ Specialized Services and Tax Compliance Services; including high net worth
individuals, businesses, estates, trusts, business valuations, litigation support,
forensic and matrimonial accounting

from

Gary Freed

■ Planning strategies for tax minimization
■ Management consulting

Davidson Fox
& Company, LLP
PO Box 730
Binghamton, NY 13902
P: 607.722.5386
www.davidsonfox.com
answers@davidsonfox.com
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Catherine A. Maliwacki, CPA
Mark A. Wasser, CPA
Jesse J. Wheeler, CPA, CFE
David M. Stella, CPA
Tera A. Stanton, CPA, CGMA

115 East Main Street
Endicott, NY

754-9008

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company.
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and affiliated Companies
Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220
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“Returning, Remembering, Forgiving” topic of
Holocaust commemoration in Ithaca
The Ithaca Area United Jewish Com- Nobel Prize in chemistry. He will speak on
munity will host its annual Holocaust “Returning, Remembering, Forgiving,” about
commemoration on Monday, April 24, at his experiences as a hidden child during the
Temple Beth-El, 402 N. Tioga St., Ithaca, Holocaust, the “personal goodness” of a
from 7-9 pm. Holocaust survivor, Cornell Ukrainian family and of the choices “for good
University professor and Nobel laureate or evil that must be made in the worst of times.”
The area’s largest selection of Wines and Spirits!
Roald Hoffmann will deliver the annual Hoffmann is the Frank H. T. Rhodes Professor
of Humane
Letters
Emeritus at Cornell. He
Geldwert Memorial
Lecture.
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Local survivors will be honored at Congregations Together, Congregation
the event and there will be a candle Tikkun v’Or, Ithaca Area United Jewish
lighting ceremony of second generation Community, Temple Beth-El, Tompkins
survivors. The commemoration will Trust Company and Wegmans.
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With Passover in mind, Jerusalem security bolstered

Following two Palestinian stabbing attacks in Jerusalem’s Old City within a week, a
senior officer from the Israel Police has warned of a possible increase in terror attacks
during the upcoming Passover holiday. Tens of thousands of people are expected to visit
Jerusalem during Passover, prompting security officials to take extra precautions before
the festivities amid heightened tensions in the capital city.

Happy Passover
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HAPPY
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64 Leroy Street, Binghamton, NY
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Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 11:00pm

Save the Dates!
5 Sundays at The JCC
September 10 - October 8
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readers,

The Staff
and Editorial
Board of

Sunday, September 10, 5pm Dinner, 7pm Film
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy is the first documentary film to
explore the phenomenon that, over the fifty-year period of its
development, the songs of the Broadway musical were created
almost exclusively by Jewish Americans. Plus, join us for our special
Opening Night Dinner!
Sunday, September 17, 7pm
"Fanny's Journey", based on a true story, is an incredible tale of
bravery, strength and survival, a story of a daring young girl who
will stop at nothing and fear no one.

Best
Wishes
for a Happy,
Healthy and
Kosher Passover!

Sunday, September 24, 7pm
"On The Map", a fast-moving, emotional and awe-inspiring
documentary, recounts the story of how one Tel Aviv team no one
thought could win toppled the four-time defending European
Champions, putting Israel firmly on the map. Israel's #1 Film of the Year!
Sunday, October 1, 7pm
“Walk on Water” follows the story of the suicide of an Israeli
intelligence agent’s wife and how he is assigned to befriend the
grandchildren of a Nazi war criminal.
Sunday, October 8, 7pm
“The Women’s Balcony” tells the tale of an accident during a bar
mitzvah celebration leading to a gender rift in a devout Orthodox
community in Jerusalem.

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

Your National, Award-Winning Community Newspaper!

More information to follow!

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
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Seven new kids’ books for Passover, from
seder guides to stories

By Penny Schwartz
(JTA) – From the wizardry of Harry Potter that echoes
with Passover’s themes to a cartoon frog who wisecracks
his way through the seder, this year’s new crop of Passover
books for kids offers something for all ages and interests.
The selection of fresh reads, including two family-friendly
haggadahs, also includes an unusual Jewish immigrant
tale set in rural Argentina and a heartwarming, intergenerational story about an aging grandfather and his devoted
granddaughter. Choose one – or several – to educate and
engage the young readers in your family for this Passover,
the eight-day festival of freedom that begins with the first
seder on the evening of April 10.
“The (unofficial) Hogwarts Haggadah” by Moshe
Rosenberg; designed by Aviva Shur, All ages; $27.95
Fans of Harry Potter will
be in Hogwarts heaven this
Passover. Moshe Rosenberg’s
haggadah draws on the parallels between the wizardry
of the best-selling “Harry
Potter” books and the seder
guide. “From the concepts
of slavery and freedom, to
the focus on education, to the
number four, Harry Potter and
Passover share almost everything,” Rosenberg writes in
the introduction.
This is the second Jewish
Harry Potter-themed book by
Rosenberg, a rabbi and Judaic “The (unofficial) Hogwarts
studies educator in New York. Haggadah” (Photo by
(The first was “Morality for Moshe Rosenberg)
Muggles: Ethics in the Bible
and the World of Harry Potter.”) Traditionalists, take note:
Rosenberg assures readers that every word of traditional
haggadah text, in Hebrew and in English translation, is
included. Interspersed throughout is commentary, via the
lens of J.K. Rowling’s characters, that takes on questions
of freedom, evil and the Four Children. There’s even a
Harry Potter-themed version of the popular seder song
“Had Gadya” (“One Small Goat”).
“The Family (and Frog!) Haggadah” by Rabbi Ron
Isaacs and Karen Rostoker-Gruber; illustrations by
Jackie Urbanovic, Behrman House; all ages; $7.95
A wisecracking frog takes center stage in this
kid-friendly haggadah that is a complete guide to a funfilled, informative, abbreviated seder that’s designed
to be 30 minutes to an hour. The lively haggadah,

filled with photographs and
illustrations, begins with
a seder checklist and candle-lighting prayers and
guides families through the
mainstays of the seder, from
the Passover story, to the
Ten Plagues to welcoming
Elijah the Prophet. Songs go
from the traditional favorite
“Dayenu” to “Take Me Out
to the Seder.” An entertaining cartoon frog appears
throughout with jokes and
funny comments (“Hold on! “The Family and Frog
I brought my hopmonica!”) Haggadah” (Photo by
that are sure to bring giggles Behrman House)
and keep kids engaged.
“Passover Scavenger Hunt” by Shanna Silva, illustrated by Miki Sakamoto, Kar-Ben; ages 4-9; $17.99
hardcover, $7.99 paperback
Every year at the seder,
Rachel’s Uncle Harry hides
the afikomen. The kids have
fun hunting for the special
piece of matzah and get a prize
for finding it. But there’s one
problem: Uncle Harry always
makes it too easy! In Shanna
Silva’s lively story, Rachel
takes over the job. She grabs
her markers, scissors and a big “Passover Scavenger Hunt”
piece of cardboard and creates (Photo by Kar-Ben)
a clever scavenger hunt with
six rhyming clues to stump her cousins. Each clue reveals
something related to the seder, from the charoset to the shank
bone. In the end, the kids are left with a puzzle to solve that
will lead them to Rachel’s perfect afikomen hiding place.
Miki Sakamoto’s illustrations are bright and colorful and
capture the fun as kids move picture frames, race around
the house and crawl around closets looking for clues.
“A Different Kind of Passover” by Linda Leopold-Strauss, illustrated by Jeremy Tugeau, Kar-Ben;
ages 4-9; $17.99, hardcover, $7.99 paperback
On the way to her grandparents’ house for the seder,
a young girl named Jessica is busy practicing the Four
Questions, in Hebrew, over and over. Jessica loves spending Passover with her grandparents, where everything is
the same year after year – running up the stairs at their
apartment, finding piles of blankets and pillows for the

sleep over with her cousins,
and enjoying the good smells
emanating from the kitchen.
But this year will be different
because her grandfather just
got home from the hospital
and is too weak to come to
the seder table. In this heartwarming intergenerational
story, Jessica comes up with “A Different Kind of
a plan for how Grandpa can Passover” (Photo by Karstill lead the seder, continuing Ben)
the family tradition. Jeremy
Tugeau’s large, expressive illustrations capture Jessica’s
emotions of joy, disappointment and love she shares her
with grandfather.
“The Passover Cowboy” by Barbara Diamond Goldin, illustrated by Gina Capaldi, Apples and Honey
Press; ages 4-8; $17.95
From acclaimed Jewish
children’s book writer Barbara Diamond Goldin (“The
Best Hanukkah Ever,” “Journeys With Elijah”) comes an
unlikely Passover story set
in the Argentine countryside
in the late 1800s. Jacob is
a young Jewish boy whose
Russian family immigrated
to Argentina, but he doesn’t
quite fit in. He makes a new
friend, Benito, who helps
him learn to ride horseback.
Jacob works up the courage “Passover Cowboy” (Photo
to invite his non-Jewish pal to by Apples and Honey Press)
his family’s seder, but Benito
says he has farm chores to do. But Benito ends up coming
after all, at just the right moment: when Jacob opens the
door to welcome Elijah, just as a flock of chickens arrive,
too. Benito helps round up the chickens and joins the seder.
As the family welcomes its new friend, they learn from
each other about the meaning of freedom – and Jacob’s
mother and Benito also surprise him with a lasso and
clothing he needs for an upcoming rodeo. Artist Gina
Capaldi puts readers right in the action; kids will feel as if
they are riding along on horseback with Jacob and Benito,
and they’ll feel part of the family’s seder. An author’s note
explains that in the 1880s, Jewish immigrants from Eastern
Europe arrived in Argentina. Goldin also poses a timely
See “Books” on page 10
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The five (or so) habits of successful seder leaders
By Edmon J. Rodman
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – What kind of leadership style
works best for a seder? During a period when we are experiencing a shake-up in national leadership, you may want
to re-examine the relationship that exists between leader
and participants at the Passover meal.
Though seder leaders and participants are not elected,
there is still a seder mandate that governs your relationship:
Everyone present – the wise, the wicked, the simple and
even the one who does not know how to ask a question –
are all involved in the evening’s proceedings.
Attending a Passover seder remains an “extremely
common practice” of American Jews, according to Pew
Research Center, with approximately 70 percent participating. Despite its broad mandate, however, meaningful
seders rarely function as true democracies. The seder is
a complicated undertaking with symbolic foods, actions
and storytelling, and on this night that is different from all
others, the call is for an assertive leader who can guide a
tableful of guests through a sea of ritual needs.
Since Passover is an eight-day holiday of freedom,
and the seder a celebration of the going out from Egypt,
you may think the people are clamoring for a democratic
free-form kind of dinner – from chanting the Kiddush to
singing “Chad Gadya.” But after leading a family seder
for more than 30 years, my experience has been that if I
give everyone a free hand to comment and question, and
the seder runs long, revolution erupts, with the guests
vigorously chanting “When do we eat?” And if I try to
rule the table with an iron Kiddush cup, my poll numbers
plummet, especially among the restless, 20-something
contingent, who start texting madly under the table, presumably plotting a resistance.
Defying typical political alignment, I have found that
on the nights when the seder works – when most every
question has been asked, and tradition and innovation have
been shared – my style of leadership has fallen somewhere
between being a benevolent dictator and a liberal talk
show host.
I say “benevolent dictator” because it is part of the leader’s
job to find a way for everyone to retell the Passover story
and ultimately exit the slavery of Egypt – even though they
may not necessarily feel the need. Going around the table
urging guests to share the reading is one way, and calling up
guests beforehand to discuss and assign a specific section of
the seder is another. Especially for whoever is going to lead
the Four Questions – at our table, usually the youngest who
can read Hebrew – it helps to ask them personally beforehand
rather than springing the task on them on the night of the
seder. Such quiet lobbying helps reorient one from being an
audience member into one, as the haggadah says, who can

What’s the best way to lead a Passover seder? (Photo by
Lior Zaltzman)
see themselves as if they had left Egypt.
As “liberal talk show host,” I get that the haggadah is
filled with questions that must be questioned as well. I once
opened a seder by asking, “What does it mean when the
haggadah says: ‘Let all those who are hungry come and
eat with us?’” Especially in a year such as this one, where
even benign conversation is abuzz with politics, there are
going to be varying responses, from the bitter, like maror,
to the sweet, like charoset.
At the time, you may not think that these opposing
points of view are what binds a seder together, but recall
that in the haggadah, when the five rabbis are sitting in
Bnei Brak telling and interpreting the story of the Exodus,
each has something different to add, and it is the whole
of their interpretations taken together that heightens our
understanding of the text.
Those not leading, but participating in the seder, don’t
think that you are off the hook in setting its tone. In his

book “Keeping Passover,” Ira Steingroot points out that
being a seder guest “doesn’t mean that you have to be the
life of the party or a maven (authority), and you certainly
do not want to monopolize the conversation, but you have
a role to play in the drama of the seder.” In fact, it is your
responses and feelings that determine whether everyone at
the table makes it past the plague of ennui. To aid in that
quest, be sure you are following along, asking questions
and responding to the leader’s prompts.
I have also learned that regardless of leadership style
– some of us are like Moses pointing the way, others are
more like Miriam, leading through interpretation and song
– you will still need to do your homework. Whichever
your style, Steingroot’s book is a great source, as well as
“Passover: The Family Guide to Spiritual Celebration”
by Dr. Ron Wolfson with Joel Lurie Grishaver, and “A
Different Night, The Family Participation Haggadah,” by
David Dishon and Noam Zion.
Taking my own advice, a few nights before our first
encounter with all things matzah each year, I go through
the haggadah and annotate, searching for my afikomen:
a way to connect the story of traveling from slavery to
freedom to the lives of my guests. One year, I held up a
Passover chocolate bar and referred to it as “the bean of
our affliction,” calling attention to the children who are
sometimes exploited to harvest cacao beans and as a way
to discuss if we, too, were participating in slavery.
This year, to provoke discussion, before we open the
door to Elijah, I plan on asking guests to imagine what
would happen if the prophet, as we imagine him – a robed
and perhaps turbaned man from the Middle East – was
detained at airport customs.
Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA columnist who writes on
Jewish life from Los Angeles. Contact him at edmojace@
gmail.com.

Shari & Rob Neuberger

Why Passover is about a lot more
than good food

By Joshua Ratner
(My Jewish Learning via JTA) – What is the essence
of Passover?
On the one hand, it seems obvious: Passover is about
gathering together with loved ones to recall, through
sumptuous home rituals, the Exodus from Egypt. We gather
round our seder tables and quickly become engulfed in the
warmth of family and friends, the culinary delights of a
delicious meal, and the comforting, vaguely familiar words

Happy
Passover!

and songs we recite year after year.
Passover is, indeed, a beautiful opportunity for rejoicing
and celebrating. But it also can be much, much more.
Looking closely at the Passover haggadah, we can see
that the rabbis who crafted the seder did not choose to
make Passover a holiday solely focused on celebrating
the past. Like the Fourth of July (or Chanukah), Passover
could have been a day to recall passively our independence
See “More” on page 11
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Ten easy tips to avoid a boring seder

By Rebecca Rosenthal
(Kveller via JTA) – If your Passover seder is anything
like mine, it can resemble the world’s most difficult classroom: different ages, ranging from 3 to 93, and varying
levels of interest. Some want to read and discuss every word
in the haggadah, some just want to get to the food – and
everything in between.
Designing a seder that can work for everyone can feel
like a challenge for even the most seasoned educator, let
alone a busy parent. But there is magic in the seder. Having
loved ones around a table together can feel like a luxury
in this day and age, so here are some tips for making the
most of the festive meal. I hope these ideas will inspire you
to be creative in a way that feels authentic to your seder.
The seder’s purpose is to get people to ask questions, so
the more you break the mold of the way you have always
done it, the more likely you and your guests will be able
to access the true meaning of the holiday.
Here are 10 tips to perk up your seder this year.
1. Put out some food earlier. Food is always important
in Jewish events and never more so than in the seder. It
can feel like a long time until you get to dinner, but after
karpas (the green vegetable that comes right at the beginning), you can serve appetizers. Veggies and dip or fruit are
good healthy options, but my family also puts out candy,
which keeps the kids busy for a little while. If you want
to be thematic, there is fair-trade, slavery-free chocolate
that is kosher for Passover.
2. Play with your food. Along the same theme, there
are fun ways you can incorporate food into the heart of
the seder. One friend of ours attaches the parsley to mini
fishing rods and uses them to dip the parsley in the salt
water. Another friend chops up lots of fruits and nuts (and
even some chocolate) and allows the guests to make their
own charoset, as long as it resembles the mortar. When it
comes time to remember the plague of hail, I have heard
of families throwing mini marshmallows at one another.
Finally, there is a Persian custom of lightly (or not so
lightly) slapping your neighbor with scallions during the
song “Dayenu” as a reminder of slavery.

Happy
Passover
A Committee of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

Roz Antoun
Director
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This day shall be unto you for a memorial;
and ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord
throughout your generations.

A Jewish family re-enacted the oppression that Jewish
slaves felt as part of a Passover seder in Encino, CA, on
April 14, 2014. (Photo by Barbara Davidson/Los Angeles
Times via Getty Images)
3. Use the table. Put something interesting on the table,
either in the middle or at each individual plate. We have
used different kinds of frogs, puppets and masks. Perhaps
it will inspire a guest to ask a question about Passover, the
story or the traditions of your family. At the very least it
will entertain those at the table when they need a break.
4. Don’t be a slave to the haggadah. The haggadah is
meant as a guide, and you don’t have to read every word to
fulfill your obligation to tell the story. Get many different
haggadahs and look for readings and retellings that speak
to you and share those at the seder. Or get the kids to write
a play about the Passover story and perform it. Or ask your
guests to bring something that represents freedom and tell
the story of why. As long as your guests are engaged in
the story of slavery to freedom, you have done your job.
5. Move around. This is the story of a wandering people.
If you have the space, then wander! Do one piece of the seder
in the living room, one in the dining room, or even go outside
if the weather is nice. Turn a few bed sheets into the sea and
walk through it on your way to the Promised Land. Give
your guests a chance to be in the story, not just talk about it.
6. Assign homework. People always do better if they
are prepared, so ask your guests to participate in the seder.
Send a question in advance, ask them to bring something
or even make decorations for the seder table. Guests, bring
a reading or an object that speaks to you. I guarantee your
host will appreciate not having to carry the weight of the
entire evening.
7. Give everyone a job. Before the seder, make a list of
everything that has to be done during the evening, from
pouring the wine to serving the soup to clearing the table.
Then, assign away. You guests will be happy to help,
and you will be happier if you come out of the seder not
feeling enslaved.

Moving any time soon?

Or just leaving town for a few months?
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the country, please let The Reporter know so
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and quickly receive the paper at your new (or
temporary) address!
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your new address.
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Continued from page 8
discussion question that asks families to imagine what it
would be like to move to a new country.
“How It’s Made: Matzah” by Allison Ofanansky,
photographs by Aliyahu Alpern, Apples and Honey
Press; ages 5-8; $15.95
Kids get an up-close
look at how matzah is
made in this fascinating
new book overflowing
with stunning color photographs that bring to life
small-batch, handmade
matzah-making to factories that bake 35,000
pieces of matzah every “How It’s Made: Matzah”
day. Kids see the spiked (Photo by Apples and Honey
rolling tool used to make Press)
the tiny holes in the matzah
and get a peek inside the very hot ovens required for baking.
Captions and explanatory text are informative but simple,
making the photographs the stars of a wonderful book that
will appeal both to kids and grownups. There are several
“Do It Yourself” recipes and craft projects, including baking
matzah, making a matzah cover and growing the greens
for karpas, the symbolic vegetable eaten during the seder.
“Sammy Spider’s Passover Shapes” by Sylvia A.
Rouss; illustrated by Katherine Janus Kahn, KarBen; ages 1-4; $5.99 board book
The ever-popular Sammy Spider – now in his 24 th
year – is back! “Passover
Shapes” is the second
Sammy Spider board book
that is geared for toddlers.
In this brightly illustrated
tale, the young spider celebrates the holiday with his
human friend, Josh Shapiro. Little ones will learn “Sammy Spider’s Passover
about Passover as well as Shapes” (Photo by Karbasic shapes.
Ben)
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8. Sing (or watch videos). There are tons of songs for
kids and adults alike for Passover. Google around to find
tunes or songs that you like and teach them at your seder.
Providing song sheets helps everyone sing along. And if
singing is not your thing, a quick search on YouTube for
Passover song parodies turns up videos that would be fun
to watch before or during the seder.
9. Make something. When I was about 10 years old, I
spent hours creating a chart that outlined the order of the
seder. I made a small arrow that could be used to show
where we were in the progression of the evening, and since
then it has been used every year. My mother still brings
out Elijah’s cups that my sisters and I made in Hebrew
school, and my kids proudly show off their seder plates,
Kiddush cups and matzah covers. If your kids don’t make
them in school or Hebrew school, these are easy crafts to
make at home.
10. Let loose. The point of the seder is to engage people
in the questions, both ancient and contemporary, of slavery
and freedom. The way you do that is up to you. Try to find
a balance between preparing for the seder and obsessing
about every detail. And if your kids run screaming circles
around the table while everyone else is trying to talk, as
mine have done on more than one occasion, those are
memories, too. Don’t beat yourself up about it.
Rabbi Rebecca Rosenthal is the director of youth and
family education at Central Synagogue in New York City.
Rosenthal and her husband live in the city ith their three
children.
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When politics gets in the way of TC Sisterhood
to hold elections
Jewish giving
By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Lisa Greer didn’t think twice when
she used her cellphone to donate to IfNotNow, a Jewish
organization that protests Israel’s West Bank occupation.
Greer and her husband, Joshua, had given millions to
progressive Jewish and Israel causes, and she sits on the
board of the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles. So last September, she gave the $5,000 contribution to
IfNotNow from her donor-advised fund at the foundation,
a mechanism for philanthropists to give to specific causes
via local Jewish philanthropic bodies.
But two days later, the Jewish Community Foundation,
the planned giving arm of the Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles, blocked the donation. While Greer can
choose where her fund’s money goes, the foundation has
to approve every grant. And because IfNotNow protests
Federations and other Jewish establishment groups, the
foundation said no.
It was the first Greer had ever heard of a grant being
denied. “We give to all different kinds of organizations.
There’s never been an issue,” said Greer. “I’d never heard
of this happening before. I was beyond shocked. I really
did start shaking.”
Greer’s gift isn’t the only contribution from a Jewish
donor-advised fund to come under scrutiny. Nationwide,
donor-advised funds affiliated with Jewish Federations give
a collective $1 billion per year, according to the Jewish
Federations of North America. Of those gifts, relatively
few are rejected – but red lines surrounding donor-advised
gifts remain unclear. Beyond confirming a recipient nonprofit’s legal standing, Federations often mandate only that
a recipient’s mission be consistent with the Federation’s
goals – itself a vague requirement.
“Jewish Federations’ charitable goals include aiding the
most vulnerable, building vibrant Jewish communities and
supporting Israel,” read a statement from JFNA spokeswoman Rebecca Dinar. “Grants to organizations that fall
outside of those parameters require each community to
apply their own judgment.”
What falls within and outside those boundaries? While
the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles blocked
the IfNotNow grant, it has allowed grants to the New Israel
Fund, which supports a range of nonprofits that oppose
occupation. Federations have also faced pressure on donor-advised donations to right-wing groups.
On March 24, Jewish Voice for Peace, which supports

More

Continued from page 9

from an oppressive regime as a historical remembrance;
to commemorate the past and salute our Founding Fathers
(or Maccabees).
Instead, Moses (as Founding Father of the Israelites)
is largely shut out of the haggadah – he appears but once.
While remembrance of the Exodus – from the enslavement
of the Israelites to the 10 plagues to the crossing of the Red
Sea – forms a major portion of the content of the maggid
(retelling) section of the haggadah, that remembrance is
but a means to a larger end.
The end of the maggid section reveals why. It says:
“In each and every generation people must regard
themselves as though they personally left Egypt, as it
says, ‘Tell your child on that very day: “This is what
God did for me when I left Egypt.’ The Holy One of
Blessing did not redeem only our ancestors, but God
even redeemed us with them, as it says, ‘God brought
us out of there in order to bring us to and gave us the
land that God swore to our ancestors.’”
The seder specifically, and Passover more broadly, is
about remembering God’s deliverance of the Israelites
not as a one-time, historical event, but as something that
is perpetually happening in the present. Redemption from
slavery to freedom is intended to be an experience that we,
too, can and should have during our seders.
Rabbi Joshua Ratner is the director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of New Haven, CT.
Ordained by the Jewish Theological Seminary in May
2012, Ratner was a Joseph Neubauer Fellow and also
earned a master’s degree in midrash and a certificate in
pastoral care. He worked as an attorney for five years
prior to entering rabbinical school.
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On March 24, Jewish Voice for Peace members at the
Jewish United Fund of Chicago protested donor-advised
funds from JUF going to groups that have been deemed
Islamophobic. (Photo by Inbal Palombo)
boycotts of Israel, issued a report tallying donor-advised
gifts via Chicago’s Federation-affiliated foundation to
groups that JVP describes as “Islamophobic.” According
to the report, gifts to two organizations – Middle East
Forum and Investigative Project on Terrorism – totaled
nearly $800,000 between 2011 and 2014. (Both groups say
they do not oppose Islam, but rather “Islamist violence”
and “radical Islamic involvement in terrorism.”) Last year,
students in J Street U, the student arm of the dovish Israel
lobby, wrote an op-ed in the Forward detailing donor-advised gifts totaling more than $60,000 via the Chicago and
Milwaukee Federations to groups that fund West Bank
settlement construction.
“If their only basis for who they give money to is whether
it’s legal, they need to stop saying they stand together against
all forms of hate,” said Michael Deheeger, one of the JVP
report’s co-authors, about the Chicago Federation. “They
still retain total discretion over whether to let money go to
these organizations. They can stop this today.”
For wealthy donors, donor-advised funds are a way to
make giving easier. They place their money into a tax-free
charitable account, tell the Federation where they want it
to go and the Federation takes care of the rest, including
paperwork and tax filing. Federations benefit by receiving
an initial donation from each donor as well as a small percentage of each donation. Traditional charities like United
Way and the Salvation Army run donor-advised funds, as
do mutual fund groups like Fidelity and Charles Schwab.
The popularity of donor-advised funds has grown beyond
the Jewish community. According to The Economist, almost
$80 billion sit in more than 270,000 donor-advised funds
today, compared to $34 billion in 180,000 donor-advised
funds in 2010. In 2014, JFNA and affiliated foundations
hold $5-6 billion in total in donor-advised funds.
Federations embraced donor-advised funds in recent
years to cultivate wealthy families who wanted more
say in where their donations go – unlike donations to
the Federation’s annual Campaign, which are generally
apportioned by the Federation’s lay board and staff. But
there are limits. Donors’ gifts from funds are subject to
Federation approval.
Andres Spokoiny, CEO of the Jewish Funders Network,
which offers resources for Jewish philanthropists, said
controversies on the margins of the funds shouldn’t tarnish
their value as a way to facilitate giving. But the best way
to assuage those concerns, he said, is for each Federation
See “Giving” on page 12

By Babs Putzel
Temple Concord Sisterhood elections will be held on
Wednesday, April 12, at 6:30 pm, at Temple Concord, 9
Riverside Dr., Binghamton, followed by a program on
introducing essential oils into one’s life. The program, to
be presented by Jessica Calice, will be free and open to
the public. Elections are open to all members of Temple
Concord Sisterhood. A Sisterhood board meeting will
follow the program.
Calice began incorporating essential oils into her life in
2016 after a bout with colitis that landed her in the hospital
for six days. “I didn’t want to be on medication forever
and needed to make changes,” she said.
Calice started “healing herself” by eliminating gluten
and dairy products from her diet. Then she researched
oils to address both her physical and anxiety symptoms.
“I always have struggled with anxiety and oils have been
a huge help in both cases,” she said.
She continued, “I use peppermint oil daily to ease any
intestinal upset and difuse both at home and work to stay
relaxed.” A wife, mother and public school teacher, Calice
said, “My family and I all use lavender at night to aid in
sound sleep.”
Calice started making bracelets in December to use with
her oils and she said it has been an “amazing journey.” She
added, “I love the feeling of not only helping others learn
about oils, but also creating custom designs with beads and
healing stones that allow people to diffuse oils.”
At the April 12 program, she will introduce attendees
to several essential oils and how they can be incorporated into daily life. She also will display her original
bracelets and offer them for sale, as well as take orders
for custom work.
Ani Loew, Sisterhood chairwoman of programming and
education, organized this event.
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Krav Maga, an Israeli martial art, is trending in Paris
By Cnaan Liphshiz
PARIS (JTA) – In a dark alley in a poor suburb of this
city, five men with violence on their minds closed in fast
on 17-year-old Netanel Azoulay and his older brother,
Yaakov. “Dirty Jews, you’re going to die!” one man yelled.
The driving dispute quickly transformed into something physical, with one of the assailants wielding a saw.
Azoulay – who, along with his brother, wears a kippah
– nearly lost his finger and had his shoulder dislocated
before passers-by broke up the brawl.
The February 21 incident in Bondy was one of dozens
of antisemitic assaults – among hundreds of less violent
episodes – recorded annually in the Paris region. This altercation, however, was particularly shocking because of its
bloodiness, and how it illustrated how quickly harassment
can lead to bloodshed.
But Azoulay’s injuries could have been worse. Azoulay
has a brown belt in Krav Contact, a variant of Krav Maga,
the self-defense martial art developed in Israel. And, in fact,
he has been training for such a moment for years. “I think
Krav saved our lives,” said Azoulay, who started training
as a child, like his brother, in order to defend himself on
Bondy’s rough streets.
Azoulay’s father is a Krav Contact instructor, and the
family was an early adopter of the method when it was still
largely unknown in France. Over the past decade, however,
thousands of French Jews – and some non-Jews, too – have
turned to Krav Maga amid a wave of intimidation and
violence on the streets of France’s major cities.
“There’s an explosion in the popularity of Krav Maga,”
said Avi Attlan, one of the technique’s pioneers in France.
Ten years ago, it was taught at a handful of Jewish schools
in the Paris area, he said. Today, Krav Maga is taught in at
least 20 Jewish schools, including many belonging to the
Chabad-Lubavitch educational network. Jewish summer

camps have also recently begun to offer lessons.
Attlan and the Krav Maga masters in his employ teach
approximately 200 trainees in five venues across Paris. A
decade ago he had about 40 students, Attlan said. In 2013,
France had its first Krav Maga championship; it’s now an
annual event.
“To me, Krav Maga is a sport and a way of life,” said
Attlan, an Algeria native in his 60s who stands 5-foot-4.
He said “it became a survival tool” for French Jews with
the increase of antisemitic violence following the second
intifada in 2000 – incidents in France that year rose from
several dozen annually to hundreds.
A sense of insecurity is what inspired Laurent Kachauda
to start Krav Maga training 15 years ago with Attlan in
Saint Mande, the upscale Paris suburb where an Islamist
assailant killed four Jews at a kosher shop in January 2015.
“Someone carved a swastika on my locker in high school,”
recalled Kachauda, a 30-year-old accountant. “I realized
someone was watching me and that they might one day
attack. So I looked up Krav Maga instructors.”
Kachauda was one of 12 students at Attlan’s lesson at a
gym in Saint Mande located just 300 yards from the site of
the supermarket attack. The pupils – mostly Jews ranging
in age from 17 to 50 – practiced moves in pairs and threes.
In the aftermath of the deadly attack, leaders of the sizable
Saint Mande Jewish community reached out to synagogue
goers, recommending they learn to defend themselves. Jewish
communities across the country mirrored the awareness-raising campaign. In some communities, rabbis recommended
Krav Maga training. In others, members of the SPCJ, the
security unit of French Jewry that also trains in Krav Maga,
held workshops to give members a taste of the technique.
One of Attlan’s students – Jordan Ctorza, 17 – needed
no convincing to sign on. “I already wanted to be able to
defend myself when they talked to us about Krav Maga
at the synagogue,” he said.

Giving

Avi Attlan, kneeling, taught Krav Maga to students in Saint
Mande on March 23. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)

to clearly set its red lines. “That gets inscribed into the
broader question of what are normative positions for the
Jewish community,” he said. “What are the limits of public
discourse? It’s a debate that’s full of gray areas and the
goalposts keep moving. The solution to that is to have an
honest and open conversation in each community.”
Some Federations do have specific policies on donor-advised gifts. Portland’s Federation, for example, notes that it
does not make its own allocations beyond Israel’s pre-1967
borders, but that it will generally accept donor-advised gifts
intended for charities beyond the so-called Green Line.
Others, including the Chicago Federation’s foundation
and the Los Angeles community fund, prefer not to single
out any one cause or group in their guidelines for donors.
“It’s the donor’s money sitting at JUF and very wide
latitude is then given to the donor,” said Jay Tcath, executive vice president of the Jewish United Fund, Chicago’s
Federation. “Which is why there are groups on the right
that are going to be funded that antagonize the left, and
groups on the left we fund.”
Asked to elaborate on its denial of Greer’s request, the
L.A. fund wrote in a statement to JTA that it will approve
gifts to any nonprofit “whose programs and goals are not
inconsistent with the fundamental mission of the Jewish
Community Foundation,” and which is not antisemitic
nor anti-Israel.
Jewish Voice for Peace would like the Chicago Federation to establish a policy disqualifying funding to
“Islamophobic” groups. In the period covered by the JVP
report, the Chicago Federation’s donor-advised funds made
a total of $175 million in grants to 3,000 organizations.
That included more than $750,000 of donor-advised
gifts between 2011 and 2014 to the Middle East Forum, an
organization led by researcher Daniel Pipes that the Southern Poverty Law Center included on a list of anti-Muslim
extremist groups, and $26,000 to the Investigative Project
on Terrorism, led by Steven Emerson, which also appears
on the SPLC list.
“If they want to cast such a big tent that it puts them in
the position of funneling money to hate groups, they need
to stop positioning themselves as speaking on behalf of

L-r: Netanel Azoulay and his father, Armand, in Paris on
March 14. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
During the lesson, Attlan paired Ctorza with Sylvie, a
non-Jewish resident of Saint Mande. Sylvie, a woman in
her 30s who declined to state her last name, signed up for
Krav Maga lessons “because the streets are not so safe for
anyone, and especially as a woman,” she told JTA during
a water break. She rejoined the group as Attlan gave rapid
instructions in a hushed voice. Encouraging students to “hit
faster” or “close up those exposed areas,” he discouraged
them from chatting or giggling. “We don’t talk – we hit,
we block,” he said.
To Ctorza and many other Jewish Krav Maga trainees,
the Israeli connection to the technique – part of the basic
training for Israeli soldiers – makes for an emotional attachment. “It means a lot to me that it’s something developed
by my people for my people,” the teen said.
But Krav Maga offers advantages that appeal also
to non-Jews in France, where hundreds have died since
2012 in a series of terrorist attacks in which Jews were
not specifically targeted. “Krav Maga is unlike karate,
See “Paris” on page 13
Continued from page 11
the entire Chicago Jewish community,” Deheeger said.
Tcath rejects JVP’s charge that his organization is Islamophobic, noting money it has raised for relief efforts
in Syria and Bosnia as well as its work helping resettle
refugees of all religions in Illinois. He said his Federation
opposes bigotry, and that SPLC’s list of Islamophobic
organizations, which came out in December, two years
after the period studied by JVP, could prompt a re-examination of those groups. But he added that JUF would
not disqualify a group based solely on one or two of its
founders’ offensive statements.
“Any bigotry is against our values and interests, but it
is not for certain that everybody would really agree with
that characterization of the Southern Poverty Law Center,”
he said. “Are they serving the noble goals on which their
mission statement is based? If that is the case, then we’re
not going to stop the donors’ requests to the group because
of this or that statement.”
The Chicago Federation does set red lines: Tcath said
any group that advocates violence toward, or forcible expulsion of, Arabs from Israel would not receive funding.
On the left, he ruled out any group that promotes boycotts
of Israel – including JVP – but not groups that support
boycotts limited to the settlements. In the past, Tcath also
recalls the Federation denying a request to fund a church
that engaged in proselytizing.
Tcath said he had “no idea” whether JUF would honor
a request to fund IfNotNow, noting its focus on protesting
Jewish Federations like his own.
After being denied by the L.A. community fund, Greer
gave her donation directly to IfNotNow. In the months
since, she has kept her money in the donor-advised fund,
noting her support of most of the organization’s work in
the Jewish community. But she’s looking for a more progressive home for her philanthropy. “If I can get a little
bit of money back to the Jewish community through that
1.5 percent, it’s a good thing,” she said, referring to the
percentage of each gift that goes to the Jewish Community
Fund. “But I’m actively looking for an alternative, and if
an alternative presents itself, or if I were given money to
create an alternative, I would do it in a heartbeat.”

HAPPY PASSOVER
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Jewish center in Sweden decides to close
after antisemitic threats

A Jewish center in northern Sweden will close after
receiving antisemitic threats. The members of the Judisk
Foreningen, or Jewish Association, in Umea, decided on
April 2 at a meeting to shut down its building and end its
activities, The Local-Sweden reported. The association has
received threatening e-mails, and the building was vandalized with stickers of swastikas and spray-painted threats
such as “we know where you live,” The Local reported,
citing the Swedish-language SVT News Vasterbotten. “Too
many things have happened lately, which mean that Jewish
parents don’t feel safe having their kids at the schools,”
Umea Jewish Association spokeswoman Carinne Sjoberg
told SVT. “Our children shouldn’t live in a world where
they have to be ashamed for what they are, but it’s not
possible to operate if people are scared.”

Holocaust survivor, 91, celebrates her bat
mitzvah in Buenos Aires

Eugenia Unger, who usually displays the number tattooed on her arm by the Nazis, covered it with her Shabbat
clothes and her tallit as she celebrated her bat mitzvah eight
decades late. Unger, 91, a Poland native who survived the
Majdanek and Auschwitz concentration camps, and often
talks about her experiences at the Buenos Aires Holocaust
Museum and in schools, was called to the Torah on April
1 at the Herzliya Jewish Community Center and temple in
Buenos Aires. She told the Argentine radio program Radio
Cultura on March 30 of her upcoming celebration that “the
culmination of my whole life is my bat mitzvah. It is a ritual
that is very important in Jewish life.” The temple also organized a birthday celebration for Unger, a co-founder of the
Holocaust Museum of Buenos Aires in 2000, on the night
of March 31. Unger, born Eugenia Rotsztejn in Warsaw,
lived in the Warsaw Ghetto as a teen and was later taken to
the two Nazi camps with her family, including her parents,
two brothers and a sister. Unger is the only member of her
family who survived the Holocaust. When she was liberated

by Soviet forces, she weighed slightly more than 59 pounds.
After a journey across central Europe, she lived for two
years in a refugee camp in Modena, Italy, where she met her
future husband, David Unger. Both immigrated to Argentina
in 1949. Unger now has two sons and six grandsons, and
has written three books about her experiences. In 2011, she
was declared Outstanding Personality by the Buenos Aires
city parliament.

Mother of teen accused of bomb threats:
Autism, brain tumor drove son’s behavior
The mother of the Israeli-American teenager arrested on
suspicion of calling in more than 100 bomb threats to JCCs
and Jewish institutions said her son has autism as well as a
brain tumor that affects his behavior. The woman, whose
identity was disguised with digital imagery, was interviewed
the night of April 1 on Israel’s Channel 2. The identity of
the suspect, 19, is under a gag order in Israel, though he has
been identified in reports in other countries. He was called
“M” in the Channel 2 report. The mother said he was home
schooled after being diagnosed on the autism spectrum and
it became clear he could not function within a formal school
framework. She stopped working as a biochemist in order
to teach her son, who she said is very intelligent. At a court
hearing the week of March 31, the teen’s attorney presented
photographs and medical imaging of a non-malignant brain
tumor that the defense says affects his behavior. The mother
said she was “shocked” when she found out that her son was
suspected of making the threats against the JCCs and other
Jewish institutions in the U.S. She said she did not know
how much time he spent on his computer because she works
nights and was not home. She also said he rarely left home
and had no friends. She said she had spoken to her son about
the JCC bomb threats before his arrest and that he joined
her in expressing concern about their Jewish friends in the
United States. She asserted that the threats were not her son’s
fault because he cannot control his behavior. “It’s the tumor.
It could happen to anyone with a tumor in his head. He’s
autistic, he can’t control it, he can’t think straight. He needs
medical help,” she said. The teen was arrested on March 23
at his home in Ashkelon following a months-long undercover

Paris

Continued from page 12

jiu-jitsu and other martial arts in that it has no rules,” said
a Muslim Krav Maga instructor who works in the impoverished suburb of Saint Denis, north of Paris. He asked to
withhold his name, citing safety reasons. “It’s suitable for
the urban reality because it’s totally utilitarian,” he added. “It’s designed to neutralize an attacker. No bows, no
niceties. Only whatever it takes to thwart an attack. Kicks
to the groin – fine. Thumbs to the eyes – sure. Whacks to
the neck – why not.”
The Arab instructor, who is in his 50s, said he left Saint
Denis for a safer suburb 20 years ago following a brawl
he had with drug addicts. He recalled assaulting them near
a playground where his 18-month-old son had just found
a used syringe in a sandbox. But the instructor, who has
eight siblings in Saint Denis, keeps returning to teach Krav
Maga to at-risk youth. “It prevents bullying and helps instill
discipline and confidence,” he said.
Martial arts, including Krav Maga, “got me out of this
place, where 80 percent of my high school friends are now
dead,” he said. “I hope to put others on that path, as well.”
The Muslim instructor teaches his students about the
Israeli origins of the method and uses its Hebrew-language
terminology, “even though many of them have a negative
image of Israel,” he said. “Religion stays outside the ring;
there’s a mosque for that,” he said. “Politics stay outside the
ring; there are debate clubs and youth movements for that.”
Afifth of his 80 students are women, he said. He does not train

investigation by Israel’s anti-fraud unit, as well as the FBI in
the U.S. and law enforcement in other countries. He also is
accused of a series of threats made in Israel, Europe, Australia
and New Zealand in the past six months and of making a
threatening call to Delta Airlines, leading to the emergency
landing of at least one plane. The teen was born in the U.St.;
the family moved to Israel when he was 6.

Jewish parents pull son from Berlin school
over antisemitic harassment

Allegations of antisemitic harassment of a Jewish student in Germany that forced him to leave his school has
spurred demands for a federal investigation by Germany’s
top Jewish leader. The student’s parents said they pulled
their 14-year-old son from the Friedenauer Community
School in March after four months of verbal and physical
harassment, culminating in a brutal attack. The parents had
chosen the school because of its multicultural student body,
and the harassment came from students of Arab and Turkish
background, they reported. In March, according to the parents, “he was attacked and almost strangled, and [one of the
pupils] pulled a toy gun on him that looked like a real gun.
And the whole crowd of kids laughed. He was completely
shaken.” Early on, when some pupils learned the boy was
Jewish, one who had been friendly told him they couldn’t
be friends anymore because “Jews are all murderers.” Josef
Schuster, head of the Central Council of Jews in Germany,
demanded on April 3 that the education ministry investigate
the incident and the response of the school, and state clearly
where any failings might be. He also asked Muslim leaders
in Germany to combat “antisemitic tendencies in their ranks
with all the determination they can muster.” The school
leadership said on its website that the alleged perpetrators
in the incident would be held accountable. Principal Uwe
Runkel told the London Jewish Chronicle that he “deeply
regrets” the incidents and wishes the student had not left the
school. The boy told the newspaper that the latest incident was
shocking, “but I didn’t have time to think what’s happening
at the time. Now when I look back, I think, oh my God.”
His parents had contacted an organization that brings Jews
and Muslims into public schools, and the father’s parents,
who are Holocaust survivors, had met with pupils at the
school. None of this helped improve the atmosphere, they
said. The boy, whose mother is British, has been enrolled
in an English-language high school.

Our warmest
wishes to you and your
family at Passover.

Krav Maga students practiced in Saint Mande on March
23. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
children or “people likely to abuse the weapon I teach them.”
Back in Bondy, Azoulay plans to resume his Krav Contact training once his hand is fully recovered. Surviving
the attack showed him he has “what it takes to keep myself
safe,” he said.
But the incident’s emotional effects linger, he adds. “It
didn’t make me afraid, but it made me uncomfortable,” Azoulay said. “I decided after the attack that I want to leave this
country. Maybe for Israel, maybe go to the United States.”
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Weekly Parasha
Tsav (Shabbat HaGadol), Leviticus 6:1-8:36
These days, I carry a deep grief in my heart. Most of the
time, I don’t experience it as grief, though. I experience it
as paralysis, an inability to work efficiently, or impatience
with my husband and daughter. This Shabbat, Shabbat
HaGadol, “The Great Sabbath,” is the Shabbat that falls
just before Passover. Traditionally, it is a time that the rabbi
explains the traditions and laws concerning the holiday.
But today, I want to talk about what I believe is the core
of chag Pesach, the festival of Passover. On this holiday,
we escape from the narrow straits (Mitzraim, the land of
Egypt) to the wilderness (hamidbar). Metaphorically, we
leave a narrow way of thinking, and open ourselves to
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None of us are free until all of us are free

RABBI MARJORIE BERMAN, SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR, RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL
COLLEGE IN PHILADELPHIA

an expansive way of seeing the world, a place where we
experience the Holy. In this place, we are taught to live
according to a new paradigm, a set of laws teaching us that
we are made in the image of God, that we are responsible
for each other and that freedom and duty go hand-in-hand.
We are about to relive the festival of our great deliverance – why, then, do I feel such grief? Quite simply,
everywhere I turn, there is bad news about the things I
care about most. Protecting our planet; honoring the native
peoples of America; preserving a safety net for children,
the elderly and others in need; transparency in government;
reducing our military spending; giving women the resources

to plan when and how they want to start a family; universal
health care; a free and unbiased press – all of these are
under attack. To me, these things are the building blocks
of freedom and of a working democracy. For me, all of
these relate to the Passover story, but none so much as
this: along with these other moral erosions, we are being
taught to fear immigrants. Those who have made it safely
to our shores are being ostracized, their children taunted
at school, and some have experienced physical violence.
Strangers in a strange land, unfamiliar with our language
and our customs, often fleeing unspeakable atrocities in
See “Free” on page 15

Congregational Notes
Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, April 7, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, April 8, at 9 am, there will be religious
school with Passover programing. At 9:30 am, there will be
Tot Time.At 10:35 am, there will be Family Shabbat services
with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg.
On Tuesday, April 11, at 6 pm, there will be a community Passover seder hosted by Temple Concord and
led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Friday, April 14, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell
and Shari Neuberger.
On Saturday, April 15, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah
study on conflict narratives in the Bible.
There will be no religious school or Shabbat services
due to spring break.
On Sunday, April 16, at 7:30 pm, there will be a
Passover evening concluding service and Yizkor.
On Tuesday, April 17, at 10:30 am, there will be a
Passover concluding service with Yizkor and a potluck
lunch.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA,
and surrounding communities.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 pm;
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, April 7.............................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, April 8..............................................................9 am
......................................................... Mincha/Maariv 6:45 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., April 9...............................................................8:30 am
Mon, April 10..................................................................7 am
Tues.-Wed., April 11-12..................................................9 am
Thurs.-Fri., April 13-14...............................................6:50 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs. April 9.....................................................7:25 pm
Mon., April 10............................................................7:21 pm
Tues.-Wed., April 11-12.............................................7:25 pm
Thurs., April 13..........................................................6:50 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, April 7, the kitah bet service will be held at
6:15 pm, followed by a dinner, which needs an RSVP.
On Saturday, April 8, services will be held at 10 am.
On Monday, April 10, erev Pesach, the Siyyun Bechorim
will take place at 7:30 am. There will be no evening services.
Candles should be lit at 7:24 pm.
On Tuesday, April 11, Pesach 1 services will be held at
10 am. Candles should be lit at 8:34 pm.
On Wednesday,April 12, Pesach 2 services will be held at 10 am.
On Friday, April 14, services will be held at 8 pm.
On Saturday, April 15,services will be held at 10 am and
Shabbat Noar will be celebrated at 11:15 am. Tea ‘n Talmud
will be held at Rabbi Scott Glass’ home at 4:30 pm.
On Sunday, April 16, services will be held at 7:30 pm.
Candles should be lit at 7:30 pm.
On Monday, April 17, services will be held at 10 am and
8:30 pm. Candles should be lit at 8:40 pm.
On Tuesday, April 18, services with Yizkor will be held
at 10 am.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Friday, April 7, light candles............................... 7:18 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 8........................... 8:19 pm
Monday, April 10, light candles.......................... 7:21 pm
Tuesday, April 11, light candles..................after 8:23 pm
Yom tov ends Wednesday, April 12..................... 8:24 pm
Friday, April 14, light candles............................. 7:26 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 15......................... 8:27 pm

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Friday, April 7, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat on the
Road at Vestal Park Nursing Home, 105 Sheedy Rd., Vestal.
On Saturday, April 8, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat
services led by Rabbi Eliav Bock. The Torah portion will
be Leviticus 6:1-8:36. The haftarah will be Malachi 3:424. Bima guest will be Donald Zelter.
On Sunday, April 9, at 10 am, there will be a Hebrew
school model seder.
Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown will be at the temple
the weekends of April 14-16, May 5-7 and May 19-21.
The temple office will be closed for Passover on Tuesday-Wednesday,April 11-12, and Monday-Tuesday,April 17-18.
On Tuesday, April 11, at 9:30 am, there will be Passover first day services.
On Sunday, April 16, at 10 am, there will be a learning
session with Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown, the next part
in the “Why Pray” series.
On Tuesday, April 18, at 9:30 am, there will be eighth
day Passover services, including Yizkor service.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a
national association with over 30 member communities and
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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Jewish Community Center

Spring break basketball camps offered at JCC
The Jewish Community Center of Binghamton will be
offering two different basketball camps over the 2017 spring
break, from April 19-21. The camps will take place at the
JCC campus, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, and are open to
a range of skill levels and ages, from 5-13 years of age.
The Little Stars Spring Camp is designed for children
5-10 years of age, from 9-11 am. The camp will focus on
skills and game play to help kids improve as basketball
players. There will be both individual skill development
as well as competitions and games. The Little Stars Spring
Camp is $50 for members of the Binghamton JCC and $75
for non-members, and includes a t-shirt. The price will
be pro-rated for children who must attend school during
spring break due to recent school closings.
The Spring Break Showdown, a 3 on 3 camp, is a more

advanced camp for children 9-13 years of age, from 1-4 pm.
The camp will run modified and 3 on 3 games, in addition
to skill development activities and competitions. The Spring
Break Showdown is $50 for members of the Binghamton
JCC and $100 for non-members, and includes a t-shirt.
The price for this camp will also be pro-rated as needed
for children who must attend school during spring break.
To register for either camp, come in to or call the JCC
office at 724-2417, ext. 110. Payment will be taken at the
time of registration.
The JCC is a not-for-profit organization and partner agency
of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton that serves the community at large regardless of age,
race, religion, and sexual orientation. Financial assistance is
available to all who qualify as long as funds remain.

The Jewish Community Center will offer two different
basketball camps over spring break, from April 19-21, for
children 5-13 years of age.

Camp JCC preparing for summer
By Lynette Errante
Campers and counselors at Camp JCC are preparing
for the summer, including field trips, weekly themes,
electives, the annual camp talent show and more. Camp
will run from July 3-August 11 at the Jewish Community
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The facility offers an
indoor-gymnasium, heated swimming pool, theater and
air-conditioned rooms, as well as an outdoor pavilion,
eating facilities, playgrounds, tennis courts, an on-site
nature area and a soccer field.
Longtime camp counselor Josh Wallenstein said,
“Something about the atmosphere shifts the moment camp
starts. Maybe it’s the tie-dye t-shirts, or the immediate
sense of community. Maybe it’s the talent show acts
waiting to be rehearsed, art projects in the making, or
the many, many games waiting to be played. But I think
it’s a little bit of magic.”
Camp JCC has opportunities for all campers, featuring
electives such as, tennis, cooking, “mosaic madness,”

Free

and higher have the opportunity for overnights at the JCC
or local campsites.
Camp JCC also has a Teen Leadership Camp, designed
for campers entering grades eight and higher. TLCs learn
leadership skills through trips focused on group development
and team building, such as high ropes courses and white
water rafting. During their days on-site at the JCC, they
mentor younger campers to gain leadership training skills.
Longtime camper Katie Sochor, who will be entering the
Teen Leadership Camp this summer, said, “I am most excited
to have longer trips with my friends and try new things.”
See “Camp” on page 16

science, dance, street hockey, basketball, art, drama and
more. Children from across Broome County come to
camp for one-six week sessions. All campers participate in
weekly off-site field trips. Children entering fourth grade
Continued from page 14

their countries of origin, these souls come seeking safe
haven. Since the time of the Exodus, this is a story we
have relived ourselves, over and over again. And for those
of us here in America, it is the story of our parents, our
grandparents or our great-grandparents.
Thousands upon thousands of immigrants and refugees –
those who had already gone through the “extreme vetting”
process that often takes years, those that had addresses
given to them, and agencies and communities ready to
help them settle in, are being denied entry. And those that
are just beginning the process have little to no hope now. I
think of my own life. What would have happened if either
of my grandfathers had been denied entry? The answer is
no mystery. We know what happened to those that tried
to leave the furnace of Europe during World War II, and
were denied all ports.
We do not tell the story of our Exodus only once a year,
in order to remember that we were once strangers. This
story is so central to our identity as a people and so central
to the moral fiber of Judaism, that we tell it every week.
Each Shabbat, when we make Kiddush over the wine, we
remember yetziat Mitzraim, the going out from Egypt. We
say this every week to remind us where to stand in times
such as these, identifying with the enslaved, the powerless,
the weak, and standing up for the rights of those that are
most vulnerable in our society, in every society. We must
not let fear – ours or others – get in the way.
How do we do this? How do we move forward in
protecting immigrants, refugees and all those that are
vulnerable during this perilous moment in history? The
midrash of Nachshon teaches us that when the Israelites
were terrified, the impassible sea in front of them and the
Egyptian army closing in behind them, Nachshon stepped
forward. As others stood in fear, Nachshon stepped into the
sea. He saw no way through, but he knew he was doing
the right thing, and so he continued to move forward. It
wasn’t until the waters entered his mouth, when he was
choking on the words “Mi Kamochah nedar Bakodesh?!”
(“Who is like you, God?!”) that the sea opened up before
him and the way became clear.

JCC Friendship Club

Camp JCC staff from last year posed for a group photo.

How are each of us called to be Nachson in this moment
in history? All he did was put one foot in front of the other – each act a small step, literally. Some possible actions
include incorporating the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
supplement on the global refugee crisis into your seder,
calling your senators and representatives about the refugee
ban, encouraging your synagogue to join the “Welcome
Campaign,” organizing your shul or even your city to become a sanctuary, or learning about what refugees in your
area need for support. (To learn more about how to take any
of these steps, visit www.hias.org or call 301-844-7300.)
When I ask myself what to do with my grief, when I
feel I cannot do enough, this week’s Torah portion, Tsav,
offers guidance. The priests are given precise instructions
about clearing out the ashes from prior sacrificial offerings before preparing the new ones. It continues with an
explanation of how to offer the sacrifice of gratitude. The
work ahead of us is not easy, nor will it be done in a day.
In order to overcome a sense of overwhelming and to shed
our paralysis, we must first clear out the ashes, our grief, at
what our past efforts have failed to accomplish. Only then
will we be ready to begin again. And, as we move forward
like Nachshon, words of praise and gratitude should be on
our lips, reminding us of the great task that we are called
to and the reason for which we do it. For once we were
strangers in the land of Egypt....

The JCC Friendship Club did not meet at the Jewish
Community Center on March 29. We went out to eat lunch
at a local restaurant. That is always a fun time. There will
be no meeting on Wednesday, April 12. That is during
Passover. We hope you enjoy your seder. On Wednesday,
April 19, we will enjoy listening to the arias from the opera
that Morty Hofstein will tell us about.
On March 8, the members of the club met and made
up shalach manot packages with the food purchased by
Ann Brillant and Sylvia Diamond. These packages were
brought to Jewish people in nursing facilities and those who
were homebound. Those who helped deliver them were
Roz Antoun, Sylvia Diamond, Nancy Dorfman, Morty
Hofstein, Holly Levine and Ilya Stein.
Now that Passover is coming, let me wish you a Happy
Passover. Come join us after the holiday on April 19 at the
JCC at 1:30 pm.
Sylvia Diamond
President
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NY state ed. chief reverses stance on Holocaust assignment

Need Help
Selling Your Stuff?

New York State Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia reversed her stance endorsing
an assignment from earlier this year that had asked students to argue both sides on the
Holocaust’s directive to exterminate Jews en masse. A teacher in New York’s Oswego
County had asked students to put themselves in a Nazi leader’s shoes and argue for or
against the “Final Solution” to exterminate the Jewish people, Syracuse.com reported. “I
think it’s certainly a question where you want students to think on both sides and analyze...
which position a person is taking,” Elia had said. “That idea of being able to identify the
perspective an article has or a writer has is a very important skill.” Elia’s statement drew
widespread criticism from both Jewish and state government officials. The Anti-Defamation
League’s education director in New York, Beth Martinez, said “no assignment should ever
be given that even hints at there being two sides to the Holocaust.” Elia backtracked on
April 3, saying the assignment should have never been given. “Since first learning of the
assignment, I’ve done my homework to determine the facts in this situation,” Elia said. “I
spoke with district officials about this serious matter. We agree the assignment should not
have been given. The teacher apologized and the assignment will not be used in the future.”
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Netanyahu sends condolences to Russia over bombing
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sent his condolences to Russia following
the April 3 deadly subway explosion in St. Petersburg that killed at least 10 people and
injured about 50 others. “On behalf of the government of Israel, I send condolences
to President Putin and to the families of those who were murdered, following today’s
bombing on the St. Petersburg subway,” Netanyahu said in a statement. “The citizens
of Israel stand alongside the Russian people at this difficult time.” The April 3 bombing
occurred around 2:30 pm on St. Petersburg’s subway system on a train between the
Technology Institute and Sennaya Square stations. A second bomb was later found at
a nearby station and was disabled by police before it exploded. Both bombs contained
shrapnel, according to initial news reports. Russia’s Interfax news agency reported that
two people are believed to be behind the bombing, and authorities are searching for the
suspects. “The reasons for the explosion are unknown, so it’s too early to talk about it.
The investigation will show what happened,” Putin said during a meeting with Belarussian President Alexander Lukashenko. “Naturally, we always consider all options – both
domestic and criminal – primarily [for] incidents of a terrorist nature.”

Arab states to challenge Israeli sovereignty in all of
Jerusalem at UNESCO

According to a resolution draft obtained by Israeli government officials, Arab states plan to
challenge Israeli sovereignty in all of Jerusalem at the upcoming UNESCO Executive Board
meeting in Paris, The Jerusalem Post reported. The text was submitted by Algeria, Egypt,
Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar and Sudan on behalf of the Palestinians, and marks the
first time Arab states have contested Israeli sovereignty in western Jerusalem. The resolution
states, “Any action taken by Israel, the Occupying power, to impose its laws, jurisdiction and
administration on the city of Jerusalem, are illegal and therefore null and void and have no
validity whatsoever.” Although the text does not specifically comment on the Temple Mount
and Western Wall, it does attempt to classify Jewish holy sites such as the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron and Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem as being “an integral part of Palestine.” A
vote on the resolution will be cast at UNESCO on May 1. The UNESCO resolution comes
amid new efforts by the Trump administration to negotiate a regional peace accord.

Muslim baroness calls on gov’t to prosecute British IDF
soldiers

A former prominent British Muslim politician has called on the U.K. government to
prosecute British citizens who volunteer to fight in the Israeli military. Baroness Sayeeda
Warsi, a former Conservative party cabinet member who resigned from her post in 2014
because the U.K. did not condemn Israel’s Operation Protective Edge, said she is seeking to eliminate a loophole allowing Brits to serve in state armies like those of Israel or
Pakistan, as well as non-state entities like the Islamic State terror group. “If you go out
there and fight for any group, you will be subject to prosecution when you get back. If
you go out and fight for [Bashar] Assad, I presume, under our law, that is OK. That can’t
be right,” Warsi said in an interview with Middle East Eye. “The only reason we allow
the loophole to exist is because of the IDF, because we are not brave enough to say if
you hold British citizenship, you make a choice. You fight for our state only,” she added.

U.N. agency report compares Israeli “occupation” to U.S.
slavery
After the United Nations-affiliated Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia in March released a report describing Israel as an “apartheid regime,” the same
U.N. agency is set to release a new report equating the Israeli “occupation” with slavery in the U.S. ESCWA’s Beirut-based council is comprised of 18 Arab members. The
agency’s recent “apartheid” report – authored by Richard Falk, a discredited former U.N.
special rapporteur for human rights with a record of “vehemently anti-Israel” rhetoric –
was rejected by U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, who forced its withdrawal.
According to an ESCWA resolution passed in December 2016, the new slavery-themed
anti-Israel report seeks to establish “premises and approach for calculating the cumulative
cost of the occupation.” Although it has yet to be clarified when the latest anti-Israel
report will be published, Israeli media have reported it may symbolically be released in
June on the 50th anniversary of the 1967 Six-Day War. The U.N. Conference on Trade
and Development is set to collaborate with ESCWA on the report.

Aid group to deliver 50,000 boxes of matzah to Jews in
former Soviet Union

Thousands of poor and elderly Jews living in the former Soviet Union will be able to
observe Passover traditions this year due to support from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and its network of Hesed social welfare centers and JCCs. JDC, through
its partnerships with the Claims Conference and the International Fellowship of Christians
and Jews, will deliver more than 50,000 boxes of matzah and other holiday packages.

Camp

Camp JCC runs Monday-Friday, from 9
am-3:30 pm, with extended care available
for an additional fee from 7:30-9 am and
from 3:30-5:30 pm. Camp fees vary by age
and can be found on the Camp JCC website,
www.binghamtonjcc.org. The trip calendar
and registration packet are also available
online. Families who register by Friday,
May 5, and pay in full by Friday, May 26,

Continued from page 15
will be eligible to receive a 10 percent discount. Second and third child discounts are
available as well. All requests for financial
aid are due to the JCC no later than May 5.
Assistance is based on availability of funds
and household income.
For more information, contact Camp
Director Lynette Errante at 724-2417, ext.
421, or at LynetteE@binghamtonjcc.org.

