
the best ingredients 
for storytelling.”

His memoir is 
an account of his 
life with the Skver-
er Chasidim, his 
reasons for leaving 
the group and the 
effect that had on his 
family. However, 
unlike some works 
about those leaving 
the ultra-Orthodox 
world, Deen strives 
to be fair and clear 

about the world he left behind. “I took 
considerable pains not to make this a po-
lemical work,” he noted. “I’ll refrain from 
offering critiques of other works in this 

The Temple Israel/Temple Concord 
Adult Education Group will present the next 
in its series of brunch programs on Sunday, 
March 5, at 10 am, at Temple Israel. Speak-
ing on the Jewish camping experience will 
be Rabbi Eliav Bock, director of Ramah in 
the Rockies.

The cost of the brunch will be $5 per 
person. To make reservations, contact the 
Temple Israel office at titammy@stny.
twcbc.com or 723-7461.

According to the Ramah in the Rockies 

website, “[Bock] brings solid 
experience in outdoor camping 
and leadership to Ramah in the 
Rockies.” A native of the Boston 
area and a former Boy Scout, 
Bock has spent 11 summers 
working in other Ramah camps 
in a variety of specialty areas, 
including five years as an out-
door adventure leader in Camp 
Ramah, Canada.

Ordained as a rabbi by the 

Jewish Theological Seminary in 
2009, Bock seeks to help youth 
“connect to their Jewish souls” 
through nature and the outdoors. 
Prior to rabbinical school, Bock 
worked in finance in New York 
City. He holds a bachelor of arts 
degree in Bible and a master of 
arts degree in Jewish education, 
as well as a bachelor of arts 
degree in urban studies from 
Columbia University.

In 2013, Bock was awarded the Pome-
granate Prize by the Covenant Foundation, 
which is given annually to five Jewish 
professionals it believes are “making a 
significant impact” on the field of Jewish 
education. Bock was recently selected to be a 
part of the Schusterman Fellowship program 
for Jewish professionals and leaders. Bock’s 
wife, Dina Danon, an assistant professor of 
Judaic Studies at Binghamton University, 
and sons Matan and Yuval say they “love 
coming to camp” with him each summer.
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Spotlight

Community to celebrate Purim on March 12

By Lynette Errante
The Jewish Community Center Youth 

Department will host its annual Purim 
Carnival on Sunday, March 12, in the au-
ditorium of the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal. The event will be held at a new 
time this year, from 1-3 pm. The family 
friendly event will be open to the entire 
community. Admission will cost $5 per 
child and $1 per adult.

The festival of Purim commemorates the 
salvation of the Jewish people from the evil 
Haman. On Purim, children dress up and cel-
ebrate by giving gifts and tzedakah (charity).

Everyone, young and old, has been 
encouraged to come dressed as their fa-
vorite Purim character or in any costume 
of one’s choice. Kids Connection staff 

JCC to hold community 
Purim Carnival

have created surprise themed costumes 
each year for the event. Harry Cohen, 
Kids Connection lead teacher, said, “This 
year’s costumes will be extra colorful and 
we’ll be ready to dance, dance, dance!”

Activities at the event will include carni-
val games, a bounce house, inflatable slides, 
baseball, arts and crafts, a special toddler 
area, face painting and more. All games earn 
children points that can be traded in at the 
prize table. Snacks and drinks, including the 
traditional Purim foods, will be available 
for purchase.

Any teenagers or adults in grades six 
and up that are interested volunteering at 
the event can contact Lynette Errante, youth 
coordinator, at LynetteE@binghamtonjcc.
org or at 724-2417, ext. 421.

TI/TC adult ed. group program on Jewish camping

Rabbi Eliav Bock

Reservations are now being accepted 
for the annual Chabad Purim Feast to be 
held on Purim, Sunday, March 12, at 6 
pm, at the Chabad Center, 420 Murray Hill 
Rd., Vestal. Dinner will be preceded by 
a “last chance” megillah reading at 5 pm 
for those who did not hear the megillah 
read earlier.

Chabad Center to hold Purim Feast
The program will include dinner catered 

by Dougie’s BBQ and Grill, of Teaneck, 
NJ. Vegetarian and children’s options will 
be available. The event will also feature 
l’chayims, desserts,  music and dancing. 
The cost for the program will be $15 per 
person; $12 for students and seniors 65 and 
older; and $6 for children under 12, with 

Communitywide celebration 
of Purim in Ithaca

Telling a difficult story – his own
By Rabbi Rachel Esserman

Shulem Deen will discuss his National 
Jewish Book Award-winning book “All 
Who Go Do Not Return” on Tuesday, 
March 14, at 5:30 pm, in 165 McGraw 
Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca. The book 
is a memoir about growing up in and then 
leaving the community of Skverer Chasidim 
in Rockland County’s New Square. The 
group is considered one of the most insular 
Chasidic groups in the United States. The 
event is co-sponsored with Cornell Hillel. 
For more information, visit jewishstudies.
cornell.edu.

Shulem Deen considers himself first 
and foremost a storyteller. What he hadn’t 
planned on was telling his own story first, 
but that’s what occurred when he wrote “All 
Who Go Do Not Return,” the winner of the 

2015 National Jewish 
Book Award Myra 
H. Kraft Memorial 
Award for Contem-
porary Jewish Life 
and Practice. “My 
plain purpose was to 
tell a story,” he said in 
an e-mail interview. 
“Not because it was 
my story, but because 
it was a story I knew 
well, and believed it 
should be told, and I 
felt confident I could 
tell it well enough. It’s a story about a world 
most people are unfamiliar with, although 
the struggles within it are universal – family, 
faith, finances, etc. – and those are, I believe, 

Shulem Deen (Photo 
by Pearl Gabel)

S h u l e m  D e e n ’s 
award-winning book

genre (some of which I admire), but the one 
thing I wanted to avoid was the appearance 
of either vilifying my former community 
or romanticizing it. I wanted to tell this 
story as a personal experience, not as a 
judgment of the haredi/Chasidic lifestyle or 
worldview. Of course, I have my opinions 
about those, and I’ve offered them in other 
writings – oped pieces, etc.  – but with this 
book I aspired to a purer storytelling goal.”

In fact, Deen tried as carefully as possible 
to write a dispassionate text so that readers 
can make up their own minds about what 
occurred. “It was... important to me to 
leave ample space for the reader’s authentic 
emotional response, whether it be sadness 
or anger or fascination or anything else 
they might feel, without crowding it out 
See “Story” on page 3

Many of the Jewish organizations 
in Ithaca will celebrate Purim together 
this year with the entire community. The 
carnival will be held on Sunday, March 
12, from 2:30-5:30 pm, at the Space at 
GreenStar, 700 W. Buffalo St., Ithaca. 
The community has been invited to learn 
about the holiday and enjoy its traditions, 
including dressing in costume, playing 
carnival games and having holiday foods. 
Admission to the festival will cost $5 per 
person and $10 per family.

Purim has been called one of the “most 
joyous and fun” holidays on the Jewish 
calendar. It commemorates a time when 
the Jewish people living in ancient Persia 
were saved from extermination by Queen 
Esther. The story is recorded in the Bible 

and read every year, along with many 
other activities.

Organizers of the event include Con-
gregation Tikkun v’Or, the Ithaca Area 
United Jewish Community and Temple 
Beth-El. Entertainment will include belly 
dancing, a magician, a balloon artist and 
live music by the Cornell Middle Eastern 
Music Ensemble. The megillah (the story 
of Esther) will be read in Hebrew several 
times during the event by Rabbi Josh 
Krisch of Ithaca College Chabad. There 
will be a bounce house for the children, 
as well as a quiet area with storybooks 
from the PJ Library program.

A traditional part of Purim is helping 
people in need. To this end, all proceeds 
from admissions will go to support the 
work of Ithaca’s Friendship Donation 
Network and its Women’s Opportunity 
Center, as well as the American Jewish 
World Service. The Friendship Donation 
Network will supervise a food project, 
where attendees can write personal 
greetings and decorate bags of grocer-
ies, which will be distributed during 
the week.

For further information, contact director@
tbeithaca.org.

children aged 2 and younger admitted for 
free. Participants have been urged to attend 
in costume and will automatically be entered 
into a raffle. A parade of children in costume 
will be held.

To make a reservation, call the Chabad 
Center office at 797-0015 or visit www.
Jewishbu.com/PurimFeast.



March 3-9, 2017Page 2 - The Reporter

Opinion

HOW TO REACH US
Mail ~ The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse Rd. Vestal, NY 13850

E-mail ~ TReporter@aol.com • Fax ~ 607-724-2311
Phone ~ 607-724-2360 or 800-779-7896

Extension#/Department ~ 1. Advertising 2. Business Office 
3. Art Department  4. Circulation  6. Editorial/News www.thereportergroup.org

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

BINGHAMTON, NY

“The Reporter” (USPS 096-280) is published weekly for $36 per year by the
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, 500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850-3734.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Vestal, NY and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: 

Send address changes to The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse Road, 
Vestal, NY 13850-3734 or reach us by e-mail at TREPORTER@AOL.COM.

Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman 
Layout Editor Diana Sochor

Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen

Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown

Proofreaders
Barbara Bank, Eleanor Durfee, Fran Ferentinos, 

Leah Ferentinos, Rebecca Goldstein Kahn, 
Merri Pell-Preus, Ilene Pinsker, Heidi Thirer

The Reporter Editorial Board
Robert Neuberger, chairman
Aaron Alweis, Rachel Coker, 

Rebecca Goldstein Kahn, Ben Kasper, 
Richard Lewis, Dora Polachek

OPINIONS
The views expressed in editorials and opinion pieces are those of each author and 

not necessarily the views of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton. 
LETTERS

The Reporter welcomes letters on subjects of interest to the Jewish community. 
All letters must be signed and include a phone number;

names may be withheld upon request.

 ADS
The Reporter does not necessarily endorse any advertised products

and services. In addition, the paper is not responsible for the
kashruth of any advertiser’s product or establishment.

DEADLINE
Regular weekly deadline is noon, Wednesday, for the following week’s newspaper.

Dr. Howard Warner, President
Sima Auerbach, Executive Director

www.jfgb.org

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN,  EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

In My Own Words

By Ben Kasper
A recent article in The Reporter (January 27-February 

2) discussed the plight of Jewish Family Service organiza-
tions if the Affordable Care Act is repealed. The ACA has 
created significant controversy and debate from its very 
inception. Even an analysis of the quality, access and cost 
of healthcare in the U.S. is plagued with debate.

Healthcare is obviously vital for all Americans. But our 
present system, part-private and part-public, is a complex 
system with a maldistribution of resources.

First, Americans spend a greater percentage of GDP on 
healthcare than any other Western industrialized democ-
racy. We have the dubious distinction of being the only 
country in that category that does not provide universal 
healthcare. Other health indicators, such as life expectancy 
and infant mortality rate, also place Americans near the 
bottom of that list. The healthcare system in countries like 
Germany, Sweden, France and Canada appears to deliver 
a healthier outcome.

Nevertheless, we have made some progress under the 
ACA. Approximately 22 million Americans have gained 
health insurance, including those with pre-existing condi-
tions. The uninsured rate is currently around nine percent 
of Americans, an all-time low.

While competition is effective in the market for many 
types of goods and services, healthcare is unique in this 
regard. There is less information and more uncertainty 
when it comes to healthcare decisions. There are reports 
of individuals applying for health insurance when faced 
with a medical crisis and then canceling the insurance 
when the coverage is no longer needed. Furthermore, if 
an individual is uninsured and delays a colonoscopy, a 

An analysis and Jewish response to the repeal of 
the ACA

mammogram, a test for diabetes or hypertension, he or 
she may place their life at risk.

Here in Broome County we are fortunate to have the Dr. 
Garabed A. Fattal Community Free Clinic, which provides 
care to those who are uninsured. But the Free Clinic has 
limited staff and resources. The Free Clinic exists due to 
its generous support from UHS and Lourdes, as well as 
the support from members of our community.

If the ACA is repealed, more than one million New 
Yorkers would lose coverage. The New York State of Health 
exchange has reduced the number of uninsured in our state 
from 10 percent to five percent, according to Governor 
Andrew Cuomo. In Broome County, it is estimated that 
more than 20,000 individuals are at risk of losing their 
health insurance unless the ACA is maintained.

At this stage, it is impossible to predict the fate of the 
ACA and exactly what “repeal, replace, repair” actually 
means. We know that 22 million individuals nationwide 
who used to be uninsured before the advent of the ACA now 
have health insurance. According to a recent Congressional 
Budget Office report, 18 million Americans would lose their 
health insurance if the program were repealed without a 
replacement. There are discussions in Congress to examine 
the shortcomings and deficiencies of Obamacare (another 
name for the ACA). Eliminating the individual mandate 
is counterproductive. Abolishing Medicaid and replacing 
it with a block grant to states is also not a remedy for a 
complex problem.

We additionally have a health delivery system that 
reflects various instances of overuse, underuse and mis-
use. Our system must contend with the unnecessary and 
excessive use of antibiotics, the limited use of preventive 

care and the use of surgical procedures that are not always 
in the best interest of the patient.

We allegedly wish to provide quality healthcare to all 
Americans. Individuals with pre-existing conditions have 
complex and expensive health issues. One of many dilem-
mas is how to cover those individuals without requiring 
astronomical premiums coupled with high deductibles.

One approach to healthcare reform is to promote evi-
dence-based healthcare and to implement best practices. In 
brief, we need to support medical research to identify what 
is most efficient and effective in delivering healthcare. The 
individual mandate is essential if we are going to expand 
the insurance pool, cover those with pre-existing conditions 
and generate adequate profits for insurance companies. 
If healthy individuals opt out of the system, the cost of 
healthcare will rise, premiums will escalate and a cycle of 
disincentives will undermine the entire system.

The country has been engaged in a protracted debate 
about access to healthcare, the comprehensive nature of the 
program and the desire to control cost. The debate started 
long before the enactment of Medicaid and Medicare in 
the 1960s.

In Judaism, we are obligated to feed the hungry, care 
for the orphan and clothe the naked. Our Jewish Family 
Service and the Free Clinic also play an essential role in 
our community. Delivering healthcare is a political and 
economic challenge. It is also a moral, ethical and religious 
issue. During our Yom Kippur service, we contemplate and 
reflect on a phrase from our liturgy that asks, “Who shall 
live and who shall die?” In this regard, we should ever 
remain mindful of the Torah’s admonition: “Choose life!”

Ben Kasper serves on the board of the Free Clinic.

I’ve heard so many wild-eyed statements the past few 
weeks that I think it’s time for a reality check. To spare 
myself a large number of e-mails and letters to the editor, 
though, I want to make one thing clear: I still oppose the 
overwhelming majority of the policies being released from 
the White House. However, some things being said by those 
opposing President Trump really bother me.

1) “He’s not our president.” Well, whether we like 
it or not, Donald Trump is the president of the United 
States. Even if we discover that the Russians tried to 
influence the election, there will not be a new election. 
Votes might be disallowed if the Russians actually 
managed to hack the voting system, but Trump could 
still win. Thinking about this is distracting, which leads 
directly to the next problem.

2) “Trump is owned by the Russians.” While I would 
love to know if Trump owes money to Russian banks, at the 
moment, that qualifies as a conspiracy theory. Remember 
those? For example, “Obama is not an American citizen. 
Obama is really a Muslim. Clinton is running a child sex 
ring out of a pizza parlor.” The last statement so affected 
people that a man visited the pizza parlor in question and 

Reality check
opened fire with an assault rifle. There is nothing wrong 
with investigating Trump’s connections across the world 
– that is the job of the FBI, CIA and the media – but let’s 
nix the conspiracy theories and wait for some facts. Oh, 
and in case you forgot, there is no law requiring a president 
to release his tax returns.

3) “Trump will be impeached.” Everyone from political 
analysts to fortune tellers have been making this statement. 
Guess what? So far, the president has not done anything 
illegal. He’s allowed to sign executive orders 24 hours a 
day if he wishes – even if the courts later declare them 
illegal. That’s the way the system works. It’s also very 
hard to impeach a president, so unless Trump personally 
does something illegal or is declared physically or medi-
cally incompetent, he gets to stay in office. Plus, while the 
Republicans in Congress may not like everything Trump 
does, they support a good portion of his agenda. So, dreams 
of impeachment are unrealistic.

This doesn’t mean I think we should sit back and 
let the federal government do whatever it wishes. New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo and New York Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman certainly aren’t. Not only 

have they issued statements supporting LGBTQ rights, 
but have promised to protect our environment and treat 
everyone living in the state equally. I’m not as pleased 
with our local representative, Claudia Tenney. While the 
death threats against her are abhorrent, I am personally 
insulted by her suggestion that those of us who dislike 
her politics are paid protesters. No one paid me to take 
part in the Women’s March and no one is paying me for 
continuing that advocacy. As someone recently reminded 
me, Tenney received support from the Tea Party when she 
ran for state office. The current crop of protesters are using 
Tea Party methods of protest. I guess it’s easier to be on 
the positive receiving end of those protests. However, if 
you can’t tolerate listening to people who disagree with 
you, then you shouldn’t be in politics. That’s something 
our current president also needs to remember.

So, please stop the conspiracy theories and do the real 
political work. For example, dislike Trump’s policies? 
Work against them. Don’t like your representative? The 
year 2018 – when the next congressional election will be 
held – is less than two years away. It’s never too early to 
think about who that new representative should be.

By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – The U.S. House of Representatives an-

nounced on February 27 its relaunch of a bipartisan taskforce 
for combating antisemitism in the wake of a recent wave 
of anti-Jewish incidents. 

Since January 2017, there have been 90 bomb threats 
called into Jewish organizations, including more than 60 to 
Jewish Community Centers, with the latest threats coming 
February 27. The week of February 24, an estimated 170 
Jewish graves were found toppled at the Chesed Shel Emeth 
Society cemetery in University City, MO, and an estimated 

Bipartisan House taskforce on antisemitism to resume
100 headstones were toppled at the Mount Carmel Cemetery 
in Philadelphia on February 26. The latest FBI statistics 
show that the number of antisemitic criminal offenses in 
the U.S. rose from 635 in 2014 to 695 in 2015. 

The lawmakers heading the taskforce include U.S. 
Reps. Nita Lowey (D-NY), Chris Smith (R-NJ), Eliot 
Engel (D-NY), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Ted Deutch 
(D-FL), Kay Granger (R-TX), Marc Veasey (D-TX) and 
Peter Roskam (R-IL). 

“At home and abroad, we continue to witness antisem-
itism that is both dangerous and complex,” the taskforce 

members said in a statement. “The recent desecration 
of Jewish grave sites and bomb threats targeting Jewish 
community centers and Jewish day schools across the 
country are deplorable. And overseas, the antisemitic 
threats, vandalism and violence aimed at Jewish schools, 
synagogues, kosher supermarkets, homes and property are 
unacceptable. In light of recent events, it is more important 
than ever that Democrats and Republicans work together 
to root out hatred and racism in all its ugly forms. We look 
forward to working with our colleagues in Congress to 
See “Bipartisan” on page 7
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The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to Susan Fertig on the death

of her mother,
Florence Shabus

Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their 
parents, will be held on Saturday, January 21, at 9:30 am, 
at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The 
focus this month will be on the Purim story. Children and 
their parents will be able to join the religious school’s 
Purim celebration around 10:30 am. Costumes have been 
encouraged for all ages.

Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood 
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. A 
parent must attend with children.

Children are introduced to Judaism through a story, 
activities and a snack each month. To make a reserva-
tion and for more information, contact Fitch at Tctots@
gmail.com.

Tot Time at TC

by being too explicit about my own rather overwhelming 
emotions,” he said. “The last several chapters of the book 
were particularly tough; they were written when I was 
still in a very emotionally raw state, and I had to go back 
and repeatedly revise in order to keep the narrative more 
constrained and reflective. Whether I was successful or 
not, the reader can judge. But it was an important goal I’d 
set myself, and I gave it a very serious effort.”

The author notes that it was “immensely” difficult to 
write “All Who Go Do Not Return.” “I had no pressing 
need to pick away at old scars and keep hacking at unhealed 
wounds,” he said. “It was also a considerable challenge to 
adopt the self-revealing posture that good memoir writing 
requires. I had wanted to be a writer, not necessarily spill 
my guts to the world, and I knew that by doing the latter it 
would overshadow my pursuit as the former. What made 
me accept the project ultimately was that, as a writer, I 
felt that I wouldn’t so easily find a compelling story that 
I knew as intimately as my own, and so I’d have been re-
miss if I didn’t take it on. In retrospect, I think my initial 
apprehensions proved to be valid – readers often think this 
project was for therapy, or to ‘get my story out,’ which 
might be an important goal, but it wasn’t mine, at least 
not primarily. I’d much rather be known as a writer than 
as the protagonist of my book.”

That means that he didn’t want to impose his view of 
Skverer life on his readers. “At my core, I am a storytell-
er, not an activist or a polemicist, and I didn’t want this 
book to have an overt didactical thrust,” he noted. “If the 
reader was to learn something, it would be only indirectly. 
Having said that, I was quite aware that this book brings 
readers into a generally unfamiliar (and often vilified) 
world, and I wanted to humanize that world as much as 
possible even while pointing out its flaws. There were 
times when I couldn’t help it, and my personal judgments 
crept in, but for the most part I tried to present that world 
simply as it is (or as I saw it), with fairness to those who 
live it. (Especially given that most who live it don’t have 
much choice in deciding whether to be part of it, and lack 
the tools or the framework from which to assess their own 
world from an outsider’s perspective.)”

Writing the book changed his life, Deen noted. “[The 
book’s] reception has been remarkable, especially in 
Jewish communities across the U.S. (and to some extent 
overseas), and the book has allowed me to encounter a 
cross-section of the Jewish world I had not been intimate-

ly familiar with,” he added. “(It has also been modestly 
munificent, which is no small matter.) I was, however, 
a writer before, and I remain a writer now. I continue to 
write in various genres.”

Since Deen sees himself primarily as a writer, not a 
memoirist, he hopes that those who enjoyed “All Who Go 
Do Not Return” will look for his other writings. His byline 
has appeared in The Forward, The New Republic, Salon, 
Tablet Magazine and other newspapers and periodicals. 
Links to many of his works can be found on Deen’s website 
at www.shulemdeen.com/other-writing.html.

As for his current relationship to Judaism, Deen notes 
that “I am not a religious person, and have no religious 
feelings or orientation. I do make a strong distinction 
between Judaism and Jewishness. The former is a faith 
tradition, rich with lore and wisdom and literature and 
guidance for living life, but ultimately rooted in the idea 
of faith – in the divine, in a cosmic order, what have 
you – which I do not subscribe to. My Jewishness, on 
the other hand, forces me to reckon with Judaism as the 
vehicle for our intellectual and spiritual heritage, and it 
informs my sense of kinship to Jews as a people, as well 
as my connection to history and the mythological power 
of the narrative of Judaism. There’s of course a tension 
I live with, which is, I think, common enough among 
many Jews today: the yearning to be part of something 
ancient and cohesive while rejecting the dogmatic (and 
certainly doctrinal) premises beneath it. I struggle along 
with everyone else.”

To read The Reporter’s review of “All Who Go Do 
Not Return,” visit www.thereportergroup.org/Article.
aspx?aID=3872.

Story Continued from page 1

By Paula Rubin
Kathryn Grant Madigan, a local attorney and 

partner from Levene, Gouldin and Thompson 
LLP, will be the featured speaker at the Wednes-
day, March 8, Beth David Sisterhood meeting. 
The program will begin at 7 pm following a short 
business meeting, at Beth David Synagogue, 39 
Riverside Dr., Binghamton. Her topic, “How to 
Die Cheap, or When There’s a Will There’s a 
Relative,” may be of interest to both men and 
women, so this meeting will be open to all in-
terested members of the community.

Madigan is a partner and founder of the 
Elder Law Group at Levene, Gouldin and Thompson, 
LLP and concentrates her law practice in trust and estates 
and elder law. After receiving her undergraduate degree 
from the University of Colorado at Boulder, where she 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, she received the 1975 
Pausetter (outstanding senior) Award and also played 

BD Sisterhood meeting on estate 
planning open to men and women

Kathryn Grant 
Madigan

on the women’s basketball team as a point 
guard. She is a past president of the New York 
State Bar Association, the fourth woman to 
hold that position in the association’s history; 
the youngest and first woman president of the 
Broome County Bar Association; a member 
of the American Bar Association House of 
Delegates; and she chairs the ABA standing 
committee on bar activities and services at 
its annual Bar Leadership Institute. A noted 
lecturer in the field of estate planning, elder 
law and the legal consequences of aging, she 
has been recognized as “one of America’s best 

lawyers” and has been honored as a top 50 super lawyer 
in upstate New York and, since its inception, the top 25 
women Super Lawyers in upstate New York.

The program will be supplemented with handouts to 
those who attend. For more information, call Beth David 
Synagogue at 722-1793.

Members of Temple Concord’s bet class, all fourth grade 
students, led Shabbat morning services on February 4. They 
posed with their teachers and Rabbi Barbara Goldman-
Wartell (second from left in the back row).

Temple Concord bet 
class led services
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Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
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 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

Call Sue Krause to 
buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Direct:

607-760-3366
Office:

607-772-1177
4747 Vestal Parkway East

E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com
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Suzanne Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar
Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com
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Krause
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Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177
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E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Chag Sameach from
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Call Sue Krause to buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

L’Shanah Tovah from

Call Sue Krause to buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Happy Chanukah from

To advertise in this annual,
keepsake section, please contact

Bonnie Rozen at 724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org.

Issue Date: March 17
Ad Deadline: March 9

Our Annual
Wedding, Prom &

Party Planning Guide
is coming soon!
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Scholars often debate the extent to which Judaism has 
been affected by the surrounding non-Jewish culture. While 
some suggest that there has always been a firm separation 
between Jewish and non-Jewish groups, others believe Jews 
borrowed extensively from their environment. In “Aphro-
dite and the Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture 
to Create Judaism as We Know It” (St. Martin’s Press), 
Burton L. Visotzky, Appleman Professor of Midrash and 
Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
says the influence of Roman culture is so extensive that it 
serves as a fundamental part of rabbinic Judaism.

The ancient rabbis and Roman culture
Visotzky notes that many different Jewish sects existed 

during Second Temple times. What tied these disparate 
groups together was the Temple building, which not only 
served as a symbol of the Israelite religion, but offered 
specific ritual practices – for example, animal sacrifices – 
that all observed. That changed after the destruction of the 
Temple: “When the Jerusalem Temple and its priesthood 
came tumbling to the ground, it could not be put together 
again. What I have called the Israelite religion of pre-70 
C.E., when those Temple and cultic institutions still existed, 
was replaced after 70 by other religious phenomena: what 
is called today Judaism.”

A group of sages – who later became known as the 
rabbis – assimilated Roman ideas to create a Judaism that 
was basically “a Roman religion that fit comfortably in 
the broader culture and so was able to survive the ages.” 
The sages did this by changing the common core of Jewish 
practice from dependency on the priesthood to a focus on 
the Jewish canon – the books of the Bible. They also made 
the revelation at Sinai the seminal event of Judaism, rather 
than the Exodus from Egypt.

Although most Jewish histories focus on the struggles 
between the Jewish population of Palestine and the Roman 
Empire, Visotzky shows that the relationship was not as 
one-sided as it is often portrayed. While Rome did react 
badly to Jewish rebellions, there was nothing special in 
its treatment of Jews who tried to overthrow its yoke; any 
group that rebelled against the government was treated the 
same way. However, “Rome worked with and benefitted 
from the Jewish population in the empire... Rome afford-
ed Jews special privileges in their food distribution to its 
citizenry, giving the Jews separate kosher items... Rome 
gave the Jews exemptions from military and other forms 
of government service due to Sabbath laws.” As long as 
the Jewish population did not rebel against the empire, it 
was treated well.

Visotzky also discusses how the Greco-Roman philo-
sophical culture influenced the ancient rabbis, including 
their method of rabbinical commentary and halachic (le-
galistic) discussion. One example is the Passover seder. 

The basic outline of the event is the same as a philosophical 
symposium, which included food, wine and discussion. 
The rabbis did away with some sections of a typical Ro-
man evening; for example, there were no dancing girls or 
comedians featured in the Jewish symposiums. Different 
types of rabbinical interpretations are also based on Gre-
co-Roman philosophical ideas. These include geometria 
(commentary based on the numerical value of Hebrew 
letters) and notarikon (which treats ordinary words as acro-
nyms). In addition, Visotzky examines rabbinic discussions 
that include Greek words (the language used by scholars 
in Roman times) that were transliterated into Hebrew and 
the retelling of Greek folk tales.

Other chapters explore art and architecture to show 
how synagogues typically resembled Roman buildings. 
Visotzky also examines the ruins of other Jewish build-
ings to show that not only did they feature artwork, but 
some of that artwork was based on Greco-Roman ideas 
and stories, in addition to Jewish ones. His exploration 
of Jewish catacombs shows how a combination of Gre-
co-Roman and Jewish symbols were used. Most of the 
writing in these catacombs, though, was Greek, rather 
than Hebrew.

“Aphrodite and the Rabbis” is written for a popular 
audience, which makes it easy to read, even for those 
unfamiliar with the time period. Visotzky uses a conver-
sational tone, rather than a scholarly one, often writing 
in the first person. He’s also not above making a funny 
comment, for example, noting that a famous Jew’s nephew 
assimilated, perhaps because the community “was just 
too boring,” suggesting that “some things never change.” 
Visotzky is willing to admit when his opinions may be 
biased or when he has to resist the temptation to view 
the ancient world through contemporary eyes. He also 
notes that, even with all the changes that occurred during 
Roman times, rabbinic Judaism did not abandon its con-
nection to the ancient Israelite religion. “Aphrodite and 
the Rabbis” serves as an excellent introduction for those 
eager to learn more about the development of Judaism 
during the rabbinic period.

Play about the Holocaust
The Workshop Theater will present 

“Through the Darkness” by Alan Breindel 
until April 1in Manhattan. The play recounts 
the journeys and true stories of four men and 

women who left everything behind, including their loved 
ones, so that they might stay one step ahead of the Ho-
locaust. They are composite characters that playwright 
Breindel built from interviews with Holocaust survivors. 
The characters include a German Jew who emigrated 
to the U.S. in the late 1930s, was drafted and became 
a POW during the Battle of the Bulge; a Polish woman 
who could pass as Christian and spent the war on the 
run; a woman sent from the Lodz Ghetto to Auschwitz; 
and the son of a Polish peddler who fled to Russia and 
survived by working for the Soviets in Siberia and, later, 
by joining the Polish Army. 

For more information about the play or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.workshoptheater.org or call 866-
811-4111. 
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 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 132 Washington St,
 Binghamton, NY 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 84 
Brownfield Investment, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
1/20/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DeAngelo Realty, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was January 31, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Pendell 
Companies, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/27/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 

Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Indianapolis, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/9/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of 47 Floral LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY  
10314.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 188 Helen 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY  
10314.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1.  The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is CALY
 PROPERTIES LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is August 23,
 2013. 

3.  The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of Formation of Lifestream 
Nutritionals LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/06/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Main St., Ste. #3, 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of MDM James, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Mentor, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Centerville, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Lennox, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 

was February 14, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the 
Company, to Hinman, Howard & 
Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Idea Kraft NOLA, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
2/10/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Ajar Properties, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 02/16/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 3652 George F. Hwy., Endicott, NY  
13760.  Purpose: any lawful activities.

______________________

Notice of Formation of Finger Lakes 
Winery Services, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/14/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 816 Buffalo St., Endicott, 
NY  13760.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Gillen Nolan 
& Matthew, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/16/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 112, Vestal, NY  
13851.  Purpose: any lawful activities.

of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 199 Smith Hill Rd., Lisle, 
NY  13797.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Pendell Land 
Group, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/25/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 199 Smith Hill Rd., Lisle, 
NY  13797.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Integrity 
Environmental Health Services, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 01/30/17.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 4 Franklin Ave., Binghamton, NY  
13901.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Crescent and Robert Properties, 

LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 01/30/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: The LLC, 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Rozboril 
Properties LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/03/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1520 Drexel Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is : Cast le  Masters,  LLC ( the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
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At right: Judy Osburn 
displayed a pan of 
hamantashen.

TC parents made hamantashen

Religious School parents at Temple Concord recently 
gathered for a morning of baking, producing several 
hundred hamantashen for Purim events. The effort was 
organized by Lauren Epstein. L-r: Lisa Blackwell worked on the hamantashen while 

Claudia Stallman took a quick break.
L-r: Heather Livsky and Sara Edwards worked on the 
hamantashen.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Report: U.S. considers withdrawing 
from U.N. human rights body

The U.S. is reportedly considering withdrawing from 
the United Nations Human Rights Council, a body that has 
been accused of harboring deep anti-Israel bias and favoring 
countries with authoritarian governments. A former State 
Department official said the UNHRC’s anti-Israel bias is 
likely one of the reasons why the Trump administration 
may pull out. “There’s been a series of requests coming 
from the secretary of state’s office that suggests that he is 
questioning the value of the U.S. belonging to the Human 
Rights Council,” the former official told Politico. The White 
House and Haley’s office did not comment on the report, 
and the U.S. was expected to participate in the UNHRC 
session that began the week of Feb. 27. When the UNHRC 
was established in 2006, former President George W. Bush 
refused a seat on the council. But when President Barack 
Obama took office in 2009, his administration decided 
to join the body and try change its behavior from within. 
Nevertheless, the UNHRC has continued to repeatedly 
target Israel, passing more resolutions condemning the 
Jewish state than any other country in the world, including 
human rights abusers such as Iran, Syria and North Korea. 
Egyptian army destroys tunnels on 
Gaza border

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The Egyptian 
military said it has discovered and destroyed weap-
ons-smuggling tunnels in the northern Sinai Peninsula next 
to Egypt’s border with the Gaza Strip, which is ruled by 
the Palestinian terror group Hamas. A military spokesman 
told Egyptian media that one tunnel, dug some 20 meters 
(66 feet) underground, branched out into three different 
tunnels. Oxygen tanks and communication technology 
cables were found in the tunnels. Meanwhile, the Coptic 
Church in Egypt said that dozens of Christian families 
living in the northern Sinai had been forced to flee their 
homes due to Salafi radicals’ violence against Christians. 
The Islamic State terror group announced that it would 
murder “Christian crusaders” in Egypt. According to Egyp-
tian media reports, seven Coptic Christians were recently 
murdered in the city of El-Arish in attacks carried out by 
terrorists who identify with Islamic State.
India’s Modi approves $2.5 billion 
missile deal with Israel

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the $2.5 
billion purchase of an advanced Israeli-made anti-aircraft 
missile system for India’s army on Feb. 22. “In a meeting 
of the cabinet committee on security headed by the prime 
minister, the proposal for procuring the MR-SAM air de-
fense system for the army was approved and these would 
be deployed by the army,” a senior government source told 
India’s Mail Today. The air-defense system, known in Israel 
as the Barak 8, was jointly developed by India’s Defense 
Research & Development Organization and Israel Aerospace 
Industries, and is designed to defend against airborne threats 
including aircraft, helicopters, anti-ship missiles, UAVs, 
cruise missiles and fighter jets at a strike range of about 30-
45 miles. The system is scheduled to be deployed by 2023. 

ORTESE
Restaurant

117 Robinson St. on Binghamton’s East Side
All Major Credit Cards

www.corteserestaurant.com

Italian-American
Cuisine

Try Our Famous Steaks, Prime Rib,
Thick Pork Chops, Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Including Homemade Pasta Dishes & Desserts.

Complete Menu for
Take-Out & Pizza 723-6477

For Dinner Reservations Call 723-6440
Hours: Mon. 11:30 am -10 pm • Tues. Closed 

Wed.–Thurs. 11:30 am -10 pm • Fri.– Sat. 11:30 am -11 pm 
Sun. 12 - 9 pm

We Deliver! Hours: Mon-Wed: 11:30am - 8pm • Thurs-Sat: 11:30am - 9pm • Closed Sunday

3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal, NY

607-217-5288
WWW.BASHASGRILL.COM

Catering
Extra Parking in Rear

WIFI

Lunch Combo $8.54
11:30am - 4:00pm

Your Choice of 1 Sandwich (Beef/Chicken Shawarma or Falafel)
1 Side (Salad, French Fries or Rice)

and any drink out of the fridge
Call 15 minutes in advance and your order will be ready to pick up

7 Court St., Suite 3, Binghamton, NY 13901 • (607)722-0039
www.citreapizza.com

½ Priced Bottles of Wine 
Every Tuesday!
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Upcoming Dine Out 
Isues:
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Congregational Notes

RABBI ELIAV BOCK, DIRECTOR, RAMAH OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

Weekly Parasha
Terumah, Exodus 25:1-27:19

Friday, March 3, light candles ............................ 5:38 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, March 4 ........................ 6:40 pm
Friday, March 10, light candles .......................... 5:46 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, March 11 ...................... 6:48 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, 
and surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, March 4, Tot Shabbat will be held at 11:15 am.
On Sunday, March 5, from 2-4 pm, there will be a 

Sisterhood-sponsored “Spanish Wines and Tapas” event 
for adults aged 21 and older led by temple member and 
certified sommelier Dr. Laura Winter Falk. The event will 
cost $15 per person. RSVP by Wednesday, March 1, to 
Samantha Lesser at slesser@frontiernet.net.

On Saturday, March 11, at 7:15 pm, there will be a Pu-
rim eve megillah reading. A Purim reception will follow; 
those attending are encouraged to dress in costume, and 
bring tzedakah and a mishloach manot to share.

On Sunday, March 12, from 2:30-5:30 pm, the Ithaca 
Purim Carnival will be held at The Space at Greenstar. 
The cost is $5 per person or $10 per family. If interested 
in planning or running an activity booth, contact Rabbi 
Suzanne Brody. (See article on page 1.)

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, March 3 ..................................................... 5:40 pm
Shabbat, March 4 ...................................................... 9 am
 ..........................................................Mincha/Maariv 7 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., March 5 ....................................................... 8:30 am
Mon-Fri., March 6-10 ................................................. 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., March 5 ....................................................... 5:45 pm
Mon.-Wed. March 6-8 ................................................ 7 pm
Thurs., March 9 .................................................... 5:35 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Wednesday, March 8, at 7 pm, Kathryn Grant Madi-
gan, a local attorney and partner from Levene, Gouldin 
and Thompson LLP, will be the featured speaker at the 
Beth David Sisterhood meeting. Her topic, “How To Die 
Cheap or When There’s A Will There’s a Relative,” may 
be of interest to both men and women, so this meeting 
will be open to all interested members of the community. 
(See article on page 3.)

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, March 3, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat evening 
services led by Rachel Coker and Rabbi Rachel Esserman.

On Saturday, March 4, at 9 am, there will be religious school. 
At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study on conflict narratives 
in the Bible. At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat Morning 
service with Karen Hammer, Orly Shoer and Jeff Strosberg.

On Sunday, March 5, from 10 am-2 pm, there will be a 
Temple Concord Sisterhood Rummage Sale featuring buy-
one-get-one free deal on pairs of slacks.

On Tuesday, March 7, at 10:30 am, the Tuesday Morning 
Book Club at Temple Concord will meet. At 7 pm, there 
will be an adult b’nai mitzvah class.

On Friday, March 10, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, March 11, at 9:15 am, there will be Purim 
family Shabbat services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-War-
tell and Jason Flatt. At 9:30 am, there will be Tot Time. At 
5:30 pm, there will be a Purim dinner, for which reservations 
were due by March 2. At 6:15 pm, there will be Purim ser-
vices and a megillah reading. All will be welcome to attend. 
At 7:30 pm, there will be “Bing Bang Theory” Purim Spiel.

On Sunday, March 12, at 2 pm, there will be confirma-
tion class.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, March 4, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Steve Gilbert, Howard Schwartz 
and Arthur Siegel. The Torah portion will be Exodus 
25:1-27:19. The haftarah will be I Kings 5:26-6:13. Bima 
guest will be Richard Schneierson.

Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown will be at the temple 
the weekends of March 10-12, March 24-26, March 
31-April 2, April 14-16, May 5-7 and May 19-21.

On Sunday, March 12, from 10 am-noon, there will be 
a learning session with Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. 
The subject in the series of “Why Pray? Part 2” will be 
“The Shema and its blessings: Where does it fit in?” 
Brunch will be served.

It is hard to turn on the news today without seeing a 
shocking headline about the state of our country. Democrat-
ic, Republican or Independent, the current political vitriol 
cannot possibly be the ideal in our democratic country. The 
lack of respect and tolerance between neighbors is shocking. 
News from around the world is pretty challenging as well.

When I turn our attention back to our local community, 
I am left to wonder, what can I do as a rabbi? What can 
we do as a local Jewish community?

Our Torah provides us with some clues. Perhaps the 
only time in world history that everything in the world 
was perfect, when peace and tranquility reigned supreme, 
was in the account of the first Creation in Genesis. There 

Bring tranquility back into the world

God created a perfect world, with two perfect human 
beings, Adam and Chavah. God was present throughout 
and God’s creations were visible to all. But no sooner had 
these people begun roaming the garden, did challenges 
strike, and each were cursed: “by the sweat of your brow 
will you bear bread” the Torah tells Adam. We, humanity, 
have been hard at work ever since.

We will never return our world to the perfect Eden state. 
Yet, this does not preclude us from trying.

In parasha Terumah we are offered a clue on how to 
bring back tranquility into the world. For much of this 
parasha, the Torah goes through the details of building the 
Mishkan (the Tabernacle). Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, and 

others, point out the constant linguistic parallels between 
this parasha and the creation story. While too numerous 
to list here, a few examples are that both are stories about 
creation and building, God oversaw the creation of the 
world and Moses and God oversaw the creation of the 
Tabernacle. Both end with blessings and sanctifications, 
and throughout there are words with similar roots.

The linguistic parallels are a clear effort by the narrator 
to link the creation narrative to building of the Mishkan. 
According to Maimonides and most Jewish philosophers, 
God existed well before the world was created and will 
continue well after the world has ended. Similarly, God 
See “Tranquility” on page 7
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club

Wedding and 
engagement photos 

wanted
The Reporter is looking for photos of couples who 

became engaged or married in 2016 for the annual Wed-
ding, Prom and Party Guide issue (coming March 17).

Please mail or drop off these photos with 
identification – not written on the photos 
but on a separate piece of paper – including 
the names of all those in the photo, date 
and place of the prom. Please do so by 
Tuesday, March 7. Photos can be dropped 
off Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-5 pm; and 
Friday 8:30 am-4 pm. They can also be e-mailed, in 
TIF or JPG format, to TReporter@aol.com; please note 
in the subject line that a wedding/engagement photo 
for The Reporter is attached and include the necessary 
information in the message. Or they can be mailed to 
The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850.

existed before the Mishkan and certainly has remained 
well after. Both the Mishkan and the world were created as 
resting places for the Divine. The world is a resting place 
for God in the macro-sense, and the Mishkan is the resting 
place of God in the micro-sense.

Today, we are left with no physical Mishkan, yet it is 
incumbent upon us, as Jews, to continue to find places to 
bring God’s presence into the world – perhaps in times 
of discord, even more intensely than we have ever done 
before. But how?

I believe that we must remember both the Mishkan 
and the creation narratives in finding ways to bring God 
into our lives and to perhaps to begin to heal our divided 
nation. We must continue to build and maintain unique 
Jewish structures where Jews can gather and practice 
our specific religious rituals. But, we also must make 
sure that we are continuing to be partners with God in 
repairing the world that was broken back in the garden of 
Eden. Each day, in the Alainu prayer, we say that our job 
is to “l’takian olam b’malchut Shadai” – we are partners 
with God in repairing the world. This is a directive to us 
as Jews, and is so important that we end our three daily 
prayer times with it.

A clear directive in the Torah on how to improve the 

world is to look out for those who are less fortunate. 
Starting in the Exodus narrative and continuing through 
the end of Deuteronomy, we are told more than 36 times 
to look out for the ger (stranger) and those less fortunate. 
We do this through acts of tzedakah and actively caring 
for those less fortunate.

In Binghamton and Vestal, we have been given a gift of 
having both Jewish physical structures and also plenty of 
Jewish people who have a chance to continue the divine 
work of improving the world. The question is, how are we 
doing? Do we open our kitchens to those less fortunate? 
Do we open our heated classrooms to those in need of 
shelter at night? Do we open our playgrounds to the broader 
community around us?

Terumah’s message rings loud and urgently: we must 
create spaces and an environment where God is present 
and where God’s presence is felt. We might not be able to 
herald world peace and national political order, but we can 
begin to create change, right here in our local community. 
There are Jewish communities and congregations through-
out our country who can answer a definitive “yes” to all of 
the questions above. To be true to the values of the Torah 
and this series of parashiot, we must continue this holy 
work in 2017 right here in the Southern Tier!

Tranquility Continued from page 6

The JCC Friendship Club met on February 22. Many of 
the members were not able to come. One couple is in Florida 
until next month and another had a doctor’s appointment. 
Fortunately, or unfortunately, one member has a temporary 
job. Those of us who came shared experiences of the past. 
Since many of us are past 80 we told about meeting our 
spouses and dating in those days. One member told about 
growing up in Russia, and the hardships and hunger she 
experienced in her youth. One member, who is 100, told 
us that she married at the age of 20. Morty told us that the 
best neighbor to have is one who makes noise at the same 
time you are making noise. He read it from a book of jokes.

We discussed making and delivering packages for Pu-
rim. We were given a list of residents to deliver shalach 

manot to by Purim. Some people signed up to deliver to 
different nursing facilities. We will make up the packages 
on Wednesday, March 8. Come join us at 1:30 pm at the 
Jewish Community Center to help.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond. 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Morty Hofstein said the 
blessing over the cake and cookies he supplied. Sylvia 
showed photographs of members about 15 years ago. Ida 
who is our centenarian, has dark brown hair in the picture. 
Morty and Sylvia are also in the picture. When the meeting 
was adjoined, we all left a little more lighthearted.

Sylvia Diamond,
President

NEWS IN BRIEF

find innovative solutions that match the 21st-century face 
of this ancient bigotry.” 

The taskforce – with more than 100 Republicans and 
Democrats – works to ensure that Congress plays an integral 
role in condemning antisemitism and spearheading initiatives 
that promote tolerance worldwide, according to its statement. 
The group said it “serves as a forum for educating [House] 
members on this distinct form of intolerance and to engage 
with the Trump administration, foreign leaders and civil 
society organizations to share best practices and collaborate 
on solutions to rebuff this systemic problem.” Its members 
also vow to promote Holocaust remembrance in concert with 
exploring innovative ways to teach tolerance and confront hate.

Bipartisan Continued from page 2

From JNS.org
Jewish-Christian group urges unity 
to counter wave of antisemitism

The International Fellowship of Christians and Jews has 
launched an online campaign urging supporters to condemn 
the ongoing wave of antisemitism across the U.S. in recent 
weeks, while calling for unity between Christians and Jews 
in response to bomb threats at Jewish Community Centers 
and vandalism at Jewish cemeteries. “We have heard from 
so many of our Christian brothers and sisters expressing their 
profound dismay at the recent rise of antisemitic and hate 
crimes nationwide, and offering their love and support,” said 
Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein, president and founder of the Fellow-
ship. “Hatred only reinforces our mutual determination and 
resolution to continue building bridges between Christians, 
Jews, and other faith communities, each and every day, to 
counter anti-Jewish bigotry.” The Fellowship’s campaign 
urges Christian supporters to sign a statement condemning the 
ongoing surge in antisemitism and other hate crimes, while 
calling for religious tolerance in America. The Fellowship 
plans to deliver the statement to President Donald Trump. 
New data reveals extent of Turkish 
leader’s crackdown on opponents

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Islamist re-
gime has been carrying out a “massive crackdown” on its 
opponents in the public-sector workforce, recent research 
from several sources has revealed. Citing data compiled by 
organizations including Turkey Purge, PEN International, 
the Committee to Protect Journalists and the Stockholm 
Center for Freedom, Turkish journalist Burak Bekdil noted 
in a recent analysis for the Gatestone Institute that 128,398 
public employees have been fired under Erdogan, and that 
91,658 are currently being detained. Turkish Education 
Minister Ismet Yilmaz, meanwhile, said that a total of 33,065 
staffers – mostly teachers and administrative employees – 
have been dismissed from his ministry, Turkey’s Hurriyet 
Daily News reported. “Qualitatively speaking, the situation at 
Turkish universities is no better. Most university presidents, 
appointed by Erdogan, staunchly ally with his party politics 
and dismiss academics they view as ‘Erdogan’s political 
adversaries,’” wrote Bekdil, a fellow for the Middle East 
Forum think tank. Turkey purged 330 scholars from uni-
versities on Feb. 7. “After he came to power in November 
2002, Erdogan promised to make Turkey a land of freedoms, 
devoid of the military’s tutelage. Since then, he has tamed 
the once-secular military establishment. Nevertheless, his 
Islamist ‘land of freedoms’ vision has only been partially 
materialized: You have all the freedoms you want – so 
long as you are a pro-Erdogan Islamist,” Bekdil wrote. In 

its annual “Freedom in the World” report, Washington, 
DC-based Freedom House said on Jan. 31 that in 2016, 
Turkey suffered the largest decline in freedoms among 
the 195 countries encompassed by the study. Erdogan has 
also been known for a history of anti-Israel and antisemitic 
rhetoric, although Turkey and Israel agreed to normalize 
relations last year following a six-year rupture.
Israel names four new conservative 
justices to Supreme Court

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israel’s Judicial 
Nomination Committee named four new justices to the 

country’s 15-member Supreme Court, out of 27 candidates 
who were short-listed for the bench. The four justices 
named on Feb. 22 are Jerusalem District Court Judge David 
Mintz, Haifa District Court President Yosef Elron, Haifa 
District Court Judge Yael Willner and Tel Aviv District 
Court Deputy President George Karra. They will assume 
office throughout the next six months, and will replace 
retiring Justices Elyakim Rubinstein, Salim Joubran and 
Zvi Zylbertal, as well as Chief Justice Miriam Naor. The 
incoming justices represent the more conservative tone 
that Israeli Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked has sought to 
introduce to the country’s judiciary.
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
(607) 724-2417

www.binghamtonjcc.org

Purim Carnival
In�atable fun • face painting • carnival games & prizes for all ages!

Hamantaschen, bagels, knishes and 
snacks available for purchase

want tovolunteer?
Please contact Lynette Errante atlynettee@binghamtonjcc.org!

Admission: $5 child/$1 adult/$20 max per family

JFS Accepting Purim Donations
 Jewish Family Service will once again be collecting
funds to fulfill the Purim mitzvah of matanot l’evyonim
(gifts for the poor). These donations will be distributed
for Purim to more than 16 local Jewish families who are
experiencing extreme financial difficulties. In order to assure a timely 
distribution of these gifts, please be sure your contribution reaches 
our offices by March 6, 2017.

 In addition, please be aware that Jewish Family Service accepts 
donations in honor or in memory of a loved one or to commemorate 
a special event. Your contributions will go into the general donation fund 
that helps the less fortunate of our community throughout the year.

 Please include a notation on the memo line of your check in 
which manner you would like your donation to be used. 

 Mail or bring your donation to Jewish Family Service,
500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850. Call Roz Antoun, Director, at 
724-2332 with any questions.
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From JTA
Trump reportedly considering nixing antisemitism envoy 
as part of budget plan

President Donald Trump reportedly is considering cutting a number of special envoy 
positions, including one dedicated to fighting antisemitism, as part of a forthcoming budget 
proposal. Trump will propose increasing defense spending by $54 billion and make cuts 
to federal agencies to accommodate the 10 percent defense increase in the new budget 
plan, Bloomberg reported on Feb. 27, citing unnamed administration officials. As part of 
these cuts, Trump is considering whether to nix some special envoy positions, including 
ones dealing with antisemitism, climate change and Muslim communities, according to 
Bloomberg. Congress mandated the position of special envoy for monitoring and com-
bating antisemitism in 2004 with the passage of the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act. 
The measure directs the State Department to establish the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Anti-Semitism, to be headed by the special envoy. The State Department page for the Office 
to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism was among a number of pages taken down after 
the Trump administration took office. The White House did not respond immediately to 
JTA seeking comment on the Bloomberg report. Ira Forman, the former executive director 
of the National Jewish Democratic Council, most recently served in the envoy position 
under President Barack Obama. Forman’s LinkedIn page lists him as having served in 
the position; Trump has not named a replacement. On Feb. 27, the Trump administra-
tion denounced vandalism of Jewish cemeteries and bomb threats made against Jewish 
Community Centers across the country hours after at least 21 JCCs were hit with bomb 
threats in the fifth wave of such incidents this year, and a day after about 100 headstones 
were found toppled at a Jewish cemetery in Philadelphia in the second such incident in a 
week. “The president continues to condemn these and any other form of antisemitic and 
hateful acts in the strongest terms,” said White House press secretary Sean Spicer, adding 
that “[n]o one in America should feel afraid to follow the religion of their choosing freely 
and openly.” The week of Feb. 24, Trump – following pressure from Jewish groups and 
political leaders to condemn antisemitism in the wake of what has been called an uptick in 
incidents since he was elected – said “Antisemitism is horrible and it’s going to stop, and 
it has to stop.” Trump came under fire earlier that month for his response to a reporter who 
asked at a news conference about the prior JCC bomb threats and what the government’s 
response would be to “an uptick in antisemitism.” Although the reporter did not suggest 

Trump was antisemitic, the president answered by denying he is an antisemite and called the 
question “insulting.” He ordered the reporter to sit down and did not answer the question.
Yad Vashem to Amazon: stop selling books denying Shoah

The Yad Vashem Holocaust museum has called on the online retailer Amazon to 
remove books that deny the Holocaust from its websites. Robert Rozett, director of the 
Yad Vashem Libraries, sent an e-mail the week of Feb. 24 to Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, 
requesting that he immediately remove the books from the sites. “It has been clear for 
many years now that Holocaust denial literature is freely available for purchase over 
Amazon. Many of the items appear with glowing readers’ reviews and recommendations 
for further reading in the same vein,” Rozett wrote in the letter, The Jerusalem Post first 
reported. “Once again, given the presence of antisemitism around the globe, which has 
become more prevalent in recent years, we strongly urge you to remove books that deny, 
distort and trivialize the Holocaust from your store.” Amazon has removed books that deny 
the Holocaust from online stores in countries where Holocaust denial is illegal, but they 
remain available in the United States and the United Kingdom. The British newspaper The 
Independent reported earlier in February that the books were removed in some countries, 
including Italy, France and Germany, after Amazon was contacted about the sale of such 
books by The Sunday Times of London. Among the books still available on Amazon’s 
U.S. and U.K. online stores are “Did Six Million Really Die?” by Richard Harwood; 
“The Six Million: Fact or Fiction?” and “The Myth of the Extermination of the Jews.”
Hundreds of students disrupt Women of the Wall service

Hundreds of haredi Orthodox men and women and religious Zionist female seminary 
students disrupted the monthly Rosh Chodesh morning service of the Women of the Wall 
group. About 150 women who gathered at the women’s section of the Western Wall Plaza to 
celebrate the new Jewish month of Adar had to push their way through a chain of religious 
women attempting to hold them back. Police ultimately broke up the crowd to allow the 
Women of the Wall to get through. Police also set up metal barriers around the women to 
protect them from the protesters. The barriers were located a distance away from the wall, 
so the women were not able to pray directly in front of the wall. Rabbis from the haredi 
Orthodox and religious Zionist communities had called on yeshiva and seminary students 
to come to the Western Wall to protest the women’s service. Police estimated that between 
1,000 and 2,000 female seminary students filled the women’s section. Students on the men’s 
side of the plaza attempted to drown out the women’s service. 
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607-775-5041

Or Amazing
Live Entertainment

At Your Event!
Russ The BIG Guy is honored 

to help you celebrate your 
special day by drawing the

WORLD'S ONLY
personalized & �attering 

CARTOONICATURE of
you, your friends and family! 

More info at
RussTheBIGGuy.com

and on Facebook.
Voice or text: 607-725-5704 
noon 'til Midnight, 7 days!

CARTOON
CARICATURES

A memorable gift, 
accepting commissions,

Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street

Johnson City
New York 13790

Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org

Education • Advocacy • Support

Need Help
Selling Your Stuff?

Experienced and insured local seller with
years of experience pricing and selling online,
at auction and regional flea markets will assist in 

getting the most money for your junk or treasures.
Confidential, discrete, reasonable & affordable.

I don’t get paid until you do!
Call (607) 699-9004 ask for Jonathan

No Shabbos Calls Please




