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By Lynette Errante
The Jewish Community Center Youth 

Department will host its annual Purim 
Carnival on Sunday, March 12, in the au-
ditorium of the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal. The event will be held at a new 
time this year, from 1-3 pm. The family 
friendly event will be open to the entire 
community. Admission will cost $5 per 
child and $1 per adult.

The festival of Purim commemorates the 

Monday, February 27, is the final 
deadline for submitting orders through the 
Women’s League for Chabad shalach manot 
service. All orders must be sent to project 
coordinator Ilene Pinsker, 804 Dickinson 
Dr., Vestal, NY, 13850 by that time. The ser-
vice allows members of the Broome County 
Jewish community to send food packages to 
individuals on Purim, celebrated this year 
on Sunday, March 12. Women’s League  
also offers Purim greeting cards that can 
be sent to friends and relatives anywhere in 
the United States in lieu of shalach manot 
packages.

“The mitzvah of shalach manot is very 
important and is fulfilled by sending a 
package with at least two different types of 

The entire community has been invited 
to attend the Chabad Purim feast, which 
will be held on Purim, Sunday, March 12, 
beginning at 6 pm, at the Chabad Center, 
420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal. A “last chance” 
megillah reading, for those who could not 
hear the megillah read earlier, will be held 
promptly at 5 pm.

“This is always a wonderful way for the 
extended Binghamton mishpacha to enjoy 
one of our most joyous holidays,” said 
Rabbi Aaron Slonim. “Over the years, our 
Purim feast has been an occasion of great 
joy and unity as people of all ages come 
together to celebrate. Especially wonder-
ful is the confluence of energies between 
the enthusiastic student body and our own 
wonderful local community.”

Dinner will be catered from the New 
Jersey-based Dougie’s BBQ and Grill and 
will feature all of its specials. The buffet 

The Temple Israel/Temple Concord 
Adult Education Group will present the next 
in its series of brunch programs on Sunday, 
March 5, at 10 am, at Temple Israel. Speak-
ing on the Jewish camping experience will 
be Rabbi Eliav Bock, director of Ramah in 
the Rockies.

The cost of the brunch will be $5 per 
person. To make reservations, contact the 
Temple Israel office at titammy@stny.
twcbc.com or 723-7461.

According to the Ramah in the Rockies 

The Children of Abraham will hold the 
second of its monthly interfaith discussion 
series, “Islam, Judaism, and Christianity: 
Common Ground, Collaboration and Mu-
tual Respect,” on Sunday, February 26. The 
facilitated discussion group will meet on 
the fourth Sunday of the month from 3-5 
pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
183 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. People can 
attend one session or participate in many. It 
is not necessary to have attended previous 
discussions in order to attend.

“These discussions allow us to continue 

Children of Abraham to 
hold program on Feb. 26

our pursuit of dialogue, collaboration and 
mutual respect throughout the spectrum 
of the great three Abrahamic religious 
traditions,” said program organizers. “Our 
facilitated discussion groups offer a safe 
environment to explore the hopes and 
concerns within our communities, the fears 
that may divide us, religious and cultural 
traditions, and current events through the 
lenses of our religious teachings.”

Anyone interested in attending is asked 
to contact Temple Concord at 723-7355 or 
TempleConcord@stny.rr.com.

TI/TC adult education group to hold program on 
Jewish camping

Rabbi Eliav Bock

website, “[Bock] brings solid 
experience in outdoor camping 
and leadership to Ramah in the 
Rockies.” A native of the Boston 
area and a former Boy Scout, 
Bock has spent 11 summers 
working in other Ramah camps 
in a variety of specialty areas, 
including five years as an out-
door adventure leader in Camp 
Ramah, Canada.

Ordained as a rabbi by the 

Jewish Theological Seminary in 
2009, Bock seeks to help youth 
“connect to their Jewish souls” 
through nature and the outdoors. 
Prior to rabbinical school, Bock 
worked in finance in New York 
City. He holds a bachelor of arts 
degree in Bible and a master of 
arts degree in Jewish education, 
as well as a bachelor of arts 
degree in urban studies from 
Columbia University.

In 2013, Bock was awarded the Pome-
granate Prize by the Covenant Foundation, 
which is given annually to five Jewish 
professionals it believes are “making a 
significant impact” on the field of Jewish 
education. Bock was recently selected to be a 
part of the Schusterman Fellowship program 
for Jewish professionals and leaders. Bock’s 
wife, Dina Danon, an assistant professor of 
Judaic Studies at Binghamton University, 
and sons Matan and Yuval say they “love 
coming to camp” with him each summer.

JCC’s community Purim Carnival set for March 12
salvation of the Jewish people from the evil 
Haman. On Purim, children dress up and cel-
ebrate by giving gifts and tzedakah (charity).

Everyone, young and old, has been 
encouraged to come dressed as their fa-
vorite Purim character or in any costume 
of one’s choice. Kids Connection staff 
have created surprise themed costumes 
each year for the event. Harry Cohen, 
Kids Connection lead teacher, said, “This 
year’s costumes will be extra colorful and 

we’ll be ready to dance, dance, dance!”
Activities at the event will include carni-

val games, a bounce house, inflatable slides, 
baseball, arts and crafts, a special toddler 
area, face painting and more. All games earn 
children points that can be traded in at the 
prize table. Snacks and drinks, including the 

traditional Purim foods, will be available 
for purchase.

Any teenagers or adults in grades six 
and up that are interested volunteering at 
the event can contact Lynette Errante, youth 
coordinator, at LynetteE@binghamtonjcc.
org or at 724-2417, ext. 421.

Chabad to hold Purim feast
will also include vegetarian options, as 
well as dishes for the children. The program 
will also include desserts, wine, music and 
dancing.

The cost for the program will be $15 per 
person, $12 for students and seniors older 
than 65, $6 for children under 10 and free 
for children aged 2 and younger. Participants 
have been urged to attend in costume and 
will automatically be entered into a raffle. 
There will also be a parade of the children 
in costume.

As the event has been known to draw 
a high attendance, organizers have urged 
those interested in the event to make a 
reservation in a timely fashion to secure 
seats. Reservations will be accepted on 
a first-come, first-serve basis and can be 
made by calling the Chabad Center office 
at 797-0015 or visiting www.Jewishbu.
com/PurimFeast.

Chabad’s shalach manot 
service still taking orders

food to at least one friend on Purim day,” 
explained Rivkah Slonim. “Often people 
want to send mishloach manot to many, 
many people, or at least wish them a happy 
holiday and make sure they know they are 
thought of. These cards work perfectly for 
that purpose and they support a great cause 
at the same time!”

Individuals who have not received a 
packet with details concerning all aspects 
of the shalach manot service can obtain one 
by calling the Chabad Center at 797-0015. 
Women’s League is also seeking volunteers 
to help with the assembly of the packages 
and especially individuals who can help with 
the local delivery on Purim. To volunteer, 
call Pinsker at 729-1091.

Part of the crowd at last year’s annual JCC Purim Carnival. This year’s carnival will 
be held on Purim, Sunday, March 12.
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In My Own Words

The Triple Cities has come down with a bad case of the 
February blahs. OK, that’s an exaggeration. I’m surrounded 
by people who have the February blahs. There are some 
good reasons for this, including the fact that this year’s flu 
shots aren’t protecting people against the two strains making 
the rounds – and the results are pretty awful. There’s also 
a bad cold germ that sticks around longer than normal, or 
at least it seems like that to me and others who’ve suffered 
from it. The big fuss made about the sunshine the other 
day – sunshine in Binghamton! – was just sarcasm by those 
tired of winter weather.

I actually don’t have a bad case of the winter blahs, 
at least not yet. The cold has been a pain, but I’ve gotten 
colds in every season of the year so I can’t blame winter. 
The recent snowstorms didn’t ground me except for the 
days I wanted to stay home. I even made it out in the big 
storm on the 9th without any problem. Fortunately, none 
of the events I really wanted to attend were cancelled by 
bad weather – that usually does put me in a bad mood 

Fighting the February blahs
– and the only thing I missed was a special evening of 
song at my synagogue on Shabbat Shirah, but that was 
because I was so tired from the cold.

What sustains me during the dark days of February, called 
the toughest winter month by my friends who are spending 
it in the sunny South? First, I’ve been reading some really 
good books. There are also some great books coming out 
this month not related to work and some of the review copies 
that have arrived in the office look really interesting. Plus, I 
just learned that the first volume of a new trilogy by Philip 
Pullman is coming out this fall. Nothing cheers me up like 
having something exciting to look forward to.

February is also a birthday month. Before I started 
working at The Reporter, I knew no one whose birthday 
was in February. Now I have four friends whose birthdays 
take place this month. As those who know me well can 
attest, I love celebrating birthdays – mine or someone else’s. 
They’re a great excuse to go out for ice cream or dinner or 
lunch. OK, so I’m happy to use any excuse to spend time 

with friends. That’s almost always a cure for the blahs.
One of the best things, though, is that it’s now light 

when I leave work in the evening. That makes an enormous 
difference in my mood. I know we have the same number 
of hours in the evening during the winter and summer, but 
the extra daylight makes it seem like we have much more. 
And, by the time you read this, it’s only about three weeks 
before daylight savings time arrives. I know not everyone 
loves that – especially if you have to get up early in the 
morning – but I’d rather wake up in the dark, than leave 
work in the dark.

So, this year I feel lucky to have avoided the worst of 
the February blahs. Some years, the month seems endless. 
For those of you feeling that way this year, just remember: 
spring starts March 20 and, while it may still feel like 
winter then, the season is on its way out. And while you’re 
waiting, do something nice for yourself – something that 
makes you feel warm and cozy and loved. It’s always the 
season for that.

By Ben Cohen
JNS.org

If anyone can be said to have discovered the formula 
for a world without evil, that accolade belongs to the 
great medieval Jewish philosopher Moses Maimonides. 
“For through cognition of the truth,” Maimonides wrote, 
“enmity and hatred are removed and the inflicting of harm 
by people on one another is abolished.” 

The successful search for truth is a necessary condition 
for a world in which peace reigns. As the Book of Isaiah, 
cited by Maimonides, declares, “Open ye the gates, that 
the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter 
in.” The accent here on “keeping the truth” is significant; 
it suggests that truth is not something that we passively 
receive, but something that we strive for, and something 
that we hold dear in the face of competing claims based 
on falsehoods and misrepresentations.

At the same time, this vision is the polar opposite of the 
reality of politics – as it has actually been practiced during 
the last several centuries. 

Politics revolves around conflict, competition and co-
operation: over power, over resources, over territories, but 
ultimately, over how those whose destiny is to be ruled in-
terpret the world around them. In that vein, history shows us 
that there have been periods of relative intellectual harmony, 
when certain basic truths about humanity are generally rec-
ognized, and periods – like now – of notable rancor, when 
the very assumptions that guide not just our thinking, but 
our values and identities, are dug up by the roots. 

Some of you are no doubt urging me to get to the point, 
and quite a few of you have probably figured out that the 
trigger for these reflections is President Donald Trump’s 
pre-Super Bowl interview with Bill O’Reilly of Fox News 
on February 5. In the most widely quoted passage of their 
exchange, Trump reiterated his respect for Russian dictator 
President Vladimir Putin. “But he’s a killer,” O’Reilly cut in.

“There are a lot of killers. You think our country’s so 
innocent?” Trump retorted.

In the wake of this comment, legions of pundits expressed 
horror that the sitting U.S. president, less than one month 

What Maimonides teaches us about Trump
after an inauguration in which he pledged fealty to the 
Constitution, would compare this nation to Russia – Amer-
ica’s traditional foe, whose political system is designed to 
restrict, rather than expand, the freedom of the individual. 

But there are many others who found Trump’s candor 
liberating. His remark can be interpreted as shattering the 
very same assumption that caused the objections to it: that 
American liberty is superior to Russian autocracy. 

In a world in which our first, and perhaps our only, 
mission is to ourselves, a belief like this one is a relic of 
the past. So, in place of elite platitudes about the endur-
ing importance of personal liberty, a free press and fair 
elections, Trump inserts a hefty dose of his own brand of 
realism: everyone does bad things, including Americans, 
and Americans therefore shouldn’t use their own standards 
to judge those with whom, like Putin, they seek to cooperate.

That is why, in my view, the White House will remain 
unmoved by protests based on the facts that Putin shoots 
and poisons his opponents both at home and abroad, that 
Russia is a mafia state, and that the Russian security appa-
ratus – whose media constantly pushes conspiracy theories 
about American military operations – is likely responsible 
for one or two “false flag” terrorist outrages of its own. 

Such indifference leads to a deeper fear: that rather than 
just negotiating with these adversaries, as all presidents 
have done, we will start adopting their habits and their 
ways of thinking. 

Those who don’t instinctively recoil at such a prospect 
should consider what the world would look like now had 
America adopted such a stance in, for example, the 1970s, 
when the political climate – what with oil crises, recessions 
and terrorism – was arguably just as ripe for the kinds of 
populism we’ve seen emerge in America and Europe. 
Recall the great anxieties of the Jewish people back then: 
Would Israel have survived the Yom Kippur War? Would 
rays of light have opened for the Jews imprisoned in the 
Soviet Union? All these triumphs of survival might not have 
been possible had America been disengaged and morally 
detached. As for where it would leave us now, we’d probably 
be dealing with Putin in his capacity as the secretary-general 

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
Additionally, the American public might not have been 

such an authentic base of support for Israel had they been 
relentlessly told that U.S. allies are a drain on the country’s 
resources and that America shares some of the features of 
a police state. Would successive decades of polling have 
shown that a comfortable majority of Americans share some 
sense of common purpose with the people of Israel? I’m not 
so sure, if only for the reason that when you look sullenly 
inward, it’s difficult to see anything benevolent on the outside. 

None of that precludes having shared interests with 
other states, but shared interests are very different from 
the proposition that it is shared values – the bedrock of 
the U.S. relationship with Israel and other democracies – 
which stand between today’s America and a reworking of 
the catastrophes of the 20th century. 

While we might therefore embrace some of the policy 
decisions of the Trump administration, such as its tougher 
line on Iran and its warmth toward Israel, we shouldn’t be 
under illusions about the worldview underlying it. You don’t 
need to be an ardent advocate of democracy promotion to 
recognize the corrosive effects of no longer distinguishing 
between democracies and tyrannies.

No society has wrestled more with the realization that 
the “purposes, desires, opinions and beliefs” – in the words 
of Maimonides – of human beings frequently lead to evil 
outcomes than has the U.S. You might say that this aware-
ness of imperfection is what makes Americans free and 
gives them moral purpose. It also teaches them – realists 
take note – that in an anarchic world, casually tossing 
aside your most precious values in full view of those who 
already disdain them is a sign of weakness, not strength.

Ben Cohen, senior editor of TheTower.org and The 
Tower Magazine, writes a weekly column for JNS.org on 
Jewish affairs and Middle Eastern politics. His writings 
have been published in Commentary, the New York Post, 
Haaretz, The Wall Street Journal and many other publi-
cations. He is the author of “Some of My Best Friends: 
A Journey Through Twenty-First Century Antisemitism” 
(Edition Critic, 2014).

By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – The Jewish National Fund nonprofit is 

hosting 60 inclusion-related events throughout Israel during 
February’s Jewish Disabilities Awareness and Inclusion 
Month, with the stated goal of “ensuring that no member 
of Israeli society is left behind.” 

“Many people with physical, emotional, and devel-
opmental disabilities in Israel feel alienated from their 
communities, sometimes the entire family feels margin-

JNF hosts inclusion events for disabilities awareness month
alized, complicating an already challenging life,” JNF 
Task Force on Disabilities Director Yossi Kahana, whose 
son has autism, said in a statement. “At Jewish National 
Fund, we open the doors to acceptance and inclusion and 
are we changing lives for thousands of children and their 
families every day.” 

JNF’s month-long slate of programming features rep-
resentatives from the organization’s partners on year-long 
initiatives that assist Israelis with disabilities, including ALEH 

Negev-Nahalat Eran, a rehabilitative village in the Negev; the 
LOTEM-Making Nature Accessible initiative, which brings 
people with special needs closer to nature through outdoor 
activities; the Red Mountain Therapeutic Riding Center at 
Kibbutz Grofit, which provides horseback riding therapy; and 
Special in Uniform, a program that works to integrate youths 
with disabilities into the Israel Defense Forces. 

Jewish Disabilities Awareness and Inclusion Month coin-
cides with North American Inclusion Month each February.
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The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to Ruth Dorfman on the death of 
her husband, and Nancy Dorfman on the 

death of her father,
Bob Dorfman

Wedding and 
engagement photos 

wanted
The Reporter is looking for photos of couples who 

became engaged or married in 2016 for the annual Wed-
ding, Prom and Party Guide issue (coming March 17).

Please mail or drop off these photos with 
identification – not written on the photos 
but on a separate piece of paper – including 
the names of all those in the photo, date 
and place of the prom. Please do so by 
Tuesday, March 7. Photos can be dropped 
off Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-5 pm; and 
Friday 8:30 am-4 pm. They can also be e-mailed, in 
TIF or JPG format, to TReporter@aol.com; please note 
in the subject line that a wedding/engagement photo 
for The Reporter is attached and include the necessary 
information in the message. Or they can be mailed to 
The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850.

Tot Time to be 
held at TC

Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their 
parents, will be held on Saturday, January 21, at 9:30 am, 
at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The 
focus this month will be on the Purim story. Children and 
their parents will be able to join the religious school’s 
Purim celebration around 10:30 am. Costumes have been 
encouraged for all ages.

Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood 
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. A 
parent must attend with children.

Children are introduced to Judaism through a story, ac-
tivities and a snack each month. To make a reservation and 
for more information, contact Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.

Trump and Netanyahu: The mixed messages of a 
diplomatic lovefest

By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) – One state. 

Flexibility. Two states. Hold back on set-
tlements. Stop Iran.

When President Donald Trump met Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu: What a press conference!

But wait.
In the Age of Trump, every post-event analysis requires 

a double take. Not so much “did he mean what he said?” 
– he appears to mean it, in real time – but “will he mean it 
next week? Tomorrow? In the wee hours, when he tweets?”

This is a president who, after all, speaks of a “ban” on 
travelers from Muslim-majority countries and then deploys 
his spokesmen to insist there is no ban and, by the way, 
don’t mention Muslims either.

So what can we take away from the February 15 Net-
anyahu-Trump summit?

A lot. Trump’s interlocutor on February 15, Netanyahu, 
has a more evolved reputation for consistency – indeed, 
for coherence. And despite his renowned capacity for per-
egrinations of thought, Trump offered enough substance 
in his remarks – for instance, confirming a pivot in U.S. 
policy away from an emphasis on a two-state solution as 
an outcome to Israeli-Palestinian peace talks.

So, let’s venture into the February 15 summit.
One state, two states

At first blush, Trump appeared to headily embrace the 
prospect of one state – although it’s not clear what kind 
of single state he meant. Would Palestinians in the West 
Bank be enfranchised? Comb through what he said, and 
his departure from the policies of his three predecessors 
was indeed substantive, but not necessarily radical.

“So I’m looking at two-state and one-state, and I like the 
one that both parties like,” he said, as Netanyahu chortled.

“I’m very happy with the one that both parties like. I can live 
with either one,” Trump said. “I thought for a while the two-
state looked like it may be the easier of the two. But honestly, 
if Bibi and if the Palestinians – if Israel and the Palestinians 
are happy, I’m happy with the one they like the best.”

Trump is not endorsing a single state – he’s kicking it 
back to the parties: Figure it out, Trump says. Trump’s three 
predecessors have also said that the final status must be 
determined by the Israelis and the Palestinians, but also have 
made clear that the only workable outcome is two states.

What’s the difference? Netanyahu, in his remarks and 
briefing Israeli reporters after his three-hour summit with 
Trump, indicated that the difference is leverage for Israel: 
If the Palestinians want their own state, it must adhere to 
Israel’s terms.

Netanyahu has always said that he believes a Palestinian 
state should recognize Israel as a Jewish state, and that it 
must be demilitarized and accept Israeli security control 
of the West Bank. Until now, those were his preferred 
outcomes. On February 15, he attached a new descriptor 
to those terms: “pre-requisites.” That leaves little wiggle 
room for the Palestinians.

The Israeli leader, notably, also did not use the term 
“two states” and refused to afterward in his briefing with 
reporters. Netanyahu said instead that others, including 
former Vice President Joe Biden, have cautioned him that 
a state deprived of security control is less than a state. In-
stead of pushing back against the argument, he said it was 
a legitimate interpretation, but not the only one.

That relieves pressure from Netanyahu’s right flank in 
Israel, which has pressed him to seize the transition from 
the Obama administration – which insisted on two states 
and an end to settlement – to the Trump administration and 
expand settlement. Now he can go home and say, truthfully, 
that he has removed “two states” from the vocabulary.

The kid in the candy shop
Netanyahu was like the proverbial kid in the candy shop: 

He couldn’t have made clearer his relief at the departure 
of President Barack Obama. “I think that’s a change that 
is clearly evident since President Trump took office,” 
Netanyahu said at the joint press conference, referring to 

Trump’s tough talk on Iran. “I welcome that. 
I think it’s – let me say this very openly – I 
think it’s long overdue.”

And not just regarding Iran. Whereas 
with Obama, Netanyahu would insist peace talks must 
take place without preconditions, he was now talking about 
“pre-requisites for peace” with the Palestinians.

Trump, to Netanyahu’s evident pleasure, embraced one 
of the Israeli’s favorite causes: Palestinian incitement. 
Obama had also routinely mentioned the issue, but Trump 
made ending incitement his front and center expectation 
of the Palestinians, and described it in the dark terms Ne-
tanyahu favors. “I think the Palestinians have to get rid of 
some of that hate that they’re taught from a very young 
age,” Trump said. “They’re taught tremendous hate.”

Netanyahu told Israeli reporters that he also asked 
Trump to recognize the Golan Heights as Israeli territory, 
a request that would have been politely ignored had he 
raised it with any of Trump’s predecessors. He was clearly 
hopeful about his prospects with Trump; the president was 
“not shocked” by the request, Netanyahu said.

Beware the candyman: What does Donald want in 
return?

“I’d like to see you hold back on settlements for a little 
bit,” Trump told Netanyahu. “We’ll work something out.”

Netanyahu appeared shocked. Trump asked Netanyahu for 
a temporary settlement freeze, the kind of request that when 
Obama made it sent Netanyahu and his government into 
paroxysms of resistance. (Netanyahu insisted to reporters later 
that his shocked reaction was a put-on – he said it was a page 
out of Trump’s bible for realtors, “The Art of the Deal,” but 
he did not explain how looking caught off guard helped him.)

Netanyahu did another double take when Trump said, 
referring to his hopes for a comprehensive peace with 
the Palestinians and with Israel’s Arab neighbors, that “it 
might be a bigger and better deal than people in this room 
even understand.”

Netanyahu, notoriously cautious and small-bore in how 
he approaches diplomacy, did not seem enthusiastic. “Let’s 
try it,” he muttered.

Trump noticed: “Doesn’t sound too optimistic,” he 
said to laughter.

Those snapshots of a nonplussed Netanyahu illustrated the 
Israeli leader’s conundrum: He is throwing all-in with Trump.

“There is no greater supporter of the Jewish people and 
the Jewish state than President Donald Trump,” he said 
of a president who has never visited Israel. But that very 
closeness binds him: How can he reject the entreaties of 
“no greater supporter” of Israel?

The request to stay settlement building, to go for the 
big deal, one that Trump said would likely require Israel to 
“show more flexibility than they have in the past” – what 
could that mean further down the line? Trump’s proven 
characteristics include a capacity for unpredictability, a 
demand for deference and a love of disruption.

Mix those qualities with talk of one state and “greater 
flexibility,” and the prospects of what Trump demands 
from Israel are more open-ended than with any previous 
president – for better or worse.

Specifics?
Lots of tough talk at the press conference.
“I think, beyond that, President Trump has led a very 

important effort in the past few weeks, just coming into 
the presidency,” Netanyahu said. “He pointed out there are 
violations, Iranian violations, on ballistic missile tests.”

So did Obama, when Iran tested missiles on his watch. 
What more could Trump do? No one offered specifics and 
Netanyahu told reporters later the time was not ripe to offer 
specifics. How would they address the deal Obama reached, 
trading sanctions relief for Iran’s nuclear rollback, that they 
both reviled? Amend it? Enforce it? Trash it? No specifics.

Same when it came to the Islamic State terrorist group, 
also known as ISIS.

“You call for the defeat of ISIS,” Netanyahu said. (So 
did Obama.) “Under your leadership, I believe we can 

reverse the rising tide of radical Islam.”
Specifics? None.

Love may drive us apart
An Israeli reporter asked Trump about a spike in an-

tisemitic incidents since his election, and wondered what 
Trump had to say “to those among the Jewish community 
in the States, and in Israel, and maybe around the world 
who believe and feel that your administration is playing 
with xenophobia and maybe racist tones.”

Trump, after yet another digression on the breadth of 
his electoral college win over Hillary Clinton, reminded 
everyone that he had Jewish friends and family, and con-
cluded that “you’re going to see a lot of love.”

ANALYSIS

See “Mixed” on page 11
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Relationships between family members can be fraught 
with difficulty. A careless comment or the refusal to take 
into account a person’s feelings can create rifts that are 
almost impossible to heal. This is due to the fact that 
parents and children can grow up in very different social 
circumstances, while siblings sometimes have radically 
dissimilar experiences, even though they were raised in 
the same house. When novelists offer multiple narratives – 
allowing readers to see how each person perceives an event 
from his/her own point of view – it can increase the richness 
and depth of a work. The three novels in this review offer 
looks at family life in the 1930s, ‘50s and contemporary 
times through the eyes of at least two characters.

“The Two-Family House”
Anyone looking for an emotion-filled family drama will 

love “The Two-Family House” by Lynda Cohen Loigman 
(St. Martin’s Press). My notes call the ending a “tear-jerker,” 
but I mean that in a very positive way: the characters were 
so real, I felt their pains and joys, and the novel’s ending 
brought tears to my eyes.

Although the story opens on a snowy night during which 
two sisters-in-law have given birth, it then moves back in 
time, before the women are pregnant. Helen and Rose are 
married to brothers, Abe and Mort respectively, and their 
families live on separate floors of a two-family house. Hel-
en and Abe have four sons, while Mort and Rose’s family 
consists of three daughters. While Abe is happy at home and 
work, the same is not true of Mort. Not only is he distressed 
because he doesn’t have a son, he resents having had to give 
up college to join the family business after his father died.

Helen and Rose, however, are the best of friends, at least until 
that snowy winter night. The break in their friendship affects 
both families, particularly the two children born then: Abe’s first 
daughter, Natalie, and Mort’s first son, Teddy. Each of the six 
narrators – the four parents and two of the children – have very 
different views of their families and show how the relationships 
change throughout the course of more than 20 years.

Multiple narrators offer views on family life
I quickly realized what occurred that winter night, but it 

didn’t spoil the fun. In fact, knowing more than many of the 
characters added an additional dimension to the tale. Loigman 
does an excellent job portraying their feelings and creating 
sympathy for those trapped in unhappy circumstances. “The 
Two-Family House” is a wonderful, moving work.

“The Dinner Party”
After having read several serious, dramatic novels, it was 

a pleasure to discover that “The Dinner Party” by Brenda 
Janowitz (St. Martin’s Griffen) was a comedy. The dinner 
party in question is really a seder, although unlike any seder 
Sylvia and Alan Gold, of Greenwich, have ever held before. 
That’s because their youngest child, Becca is dating Henry 
Rothchild – yes, those Rothchilds, the ones who are members 
of the international banking family. Sylvia is so thrilled with 
the connection that she also invites Henry’s parents to the 
seder. While she’s eager for that relationship to continue, 
Sylvia is not happy with her daughter Sarah’s choices. It’s 
bad enough she works for a fashion magazine, rather than 
having become a doctor like her father, sister and brother. 
To make matters worse, Sarah is living with Joe, who not 
only isn’t Jewish, but never went to college and works at 
his father’s garage and auto body shop.

To be fair, in addition to inviting Joe to the seder, Sylvia 
asked his mother, Valentina, to attend. That’s because she 
felt bad after seeing Valentina have a meltdown in the gro-
cery store due to the loss of her husband, Dominic. Sylvia 
is afraid that the very emotional Valentina will embarrass 
her in front of the Rothchilds, not knowing that Henry’s 
parents want to make a good impression on Becca’s family 
for their own reasons. Several emotional revelations and 
two surprise visitors add to the chaos as the three families 
navigate a minefield of old and new grievances.

“The Dinner Party” is full of surprises, which, while not 
making life easy for the characters, are great fun for readers. 
Janowitz does a terrific job juggling the different points of 
view. Her characters come close to being stereotypes, but 

they are just imperfect enough to feel like real people. The 
author’s light touch made this comedy a pleasure to read.

“Modern Girls”
Although “Modern Girls” by Jennifer S. Brown (New 

American Library) only offers the thoughts of two charac-
ters, it successfully shows the different ways two generations 
of the same family can view the world. Dottie Krasinsky 
considers herself a modern girl because she works as a 
bookkeeper and spends unsupervised time with her boy-
friend, Abe. When she looks at her mother, Rose, she sees 
someone too old-fashioned for 1935. This includes Rose’s 
lack of interest in fashionable clothing. However, Rose’s 
focus is on politics and social activism. Having traveled 
to the United States on her own after being injured in the 
protests against the czar of Russia, Rose now longs to be 
done with raising children so she can return to political work.

The summer of 1935 changes the lives of both women: 
mother and daughter find themselves pregnant. Unfortu-
nately for Dottie, the child is not her boyfriend’s, but the 
result of a one-time transgression after they had a fight. 
She longs for life to continue as planned – marriage to Abe 
and working as a bookkeeper in his grocery store – but 
she’s unsure how to make that happen. Rose also despairs: 
she’s tired of her life being ruled by her children, and the 
pregnancy exacerbates the constant pain in her never-com-
pletely-healed leg. Both women face difficult and painful 
choices – ones that will affect the rest of their lives.

“Modern Girls” was one of the few novels I’ve read that 
made me want to look at the ending first – to know what 
decisions Dottie and Rose made before learning how they 
chose them. I found myself caring about what happened to 
both and hoping that their stories would have happy endings. 
Yet, the beauty of Brown’s novel is its clear-eyed look at 
what a happy ending really means, especially when faced 
with choices that are not clear and easy. While the book’s 
action takes place throughout the course of one month, the 
truths it encompasses cover a lifetime.
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to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Indianapolis, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/9/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of 47 Floral LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY  
10314.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 188 Helen 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY  
10314.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1.  The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is CALY
 PROPERTIES LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is August 23,
 2013. 

3.  The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC

2153 Farm to Market Road, Johnson 
City, New York 13790. The purpose of 
the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Lifestream 
Nutritionals LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/06/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Main St., Ste. #3, 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of MDM James, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Mentor, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Centerville, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Lennox, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of Formation of

Olive Street, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 70 Olive Street, Johnson 
City, NY 13790. Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Beagell Family, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was January 11, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company, to 
Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: 
Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
_____________________

Notice of Formation of
Hopkins Forestry, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 1/04/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 1114 East Maine Road, 
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

The name of the limited liability 
company is: HILLSIDE FLOWER 
GIRLS, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles of 
Organization of the Company with 
the Secretary of State was January 
3, 2017. The County in which the 
principal place of business of the 
Company shall be located is Broome 
County. The Secretary of State 
has been designated as agent of 
the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company to 

County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 199 Smith Hill Rd., Lisle, 
NY  13797.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Integrity 
Environmental Health Services, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 01/30/17.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 4 Franklin Ave., Binghamton, NY  
13901.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Crescent and Robert Properties, 

LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 01/30/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: The LLC, 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Rozboril 
Properties LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/03/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1520 Drexel Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Castle Masters, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was February 14, 2017. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against 
the Company, to Hinman, Howard 
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.

 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 132 Washington St,
 Binghamton, NY 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 84 
Brownfield Investment, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
1/20/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DeAngelo Realty, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was January 31, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Pendell 
Companies, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/27/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 199 Smith Hill Rd., Lisle, 
NY  13797.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Pendell Land 
Group, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/25/17.  Office location: Broome 

To place a legal notice,
please contact Bonnie at

724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
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Savion Fruit Slices
6 ounce

Kedem
64 ounce

Medford Farms Honey  
Bear - 12 ounce

Fox’s U-Bet Syrup
22 ounce

Joyva Ring Jells 9 ounce Gefen Apple Crisps 1.41 oz
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Prices Effective through March 15, 2017
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 � Shortness of breath
Common Symptoms in Women

 � Unexplained fatigue or sudden onset of 
weakness

 � Tightness or pressure in the throat, jaw, 
shoulder, abdomen, back or arm

 � Indigestion or heartburn
 � Squeezing, heaviness, or burning sensa-

tion in the upper body
 � Abdominal discomfort or fullness
 � Nausea or vomiting
 � Dizziness or light-headedness
 � Palpitations
 � Body aches
There are several diagnostic tests available 

for obstructive CAD, including exercise stress 
tests and cardiac imaging. There’s also a 
simple blood test that uses age, sex and gene 
expression (the Corus® CAD test) to get an 
at-the-moment look at your risk of obstructive 
CAD. It is designed with women in mind and 
can help doctors rule out obstructive CAD 
as the cause of your symptoms. Some tests 
carry certain risks, like radiation exposure, 
while others do not. They all have their uses. 

Women’s symptoms of heart disease may be different from men’s
(NAPSI) – Stop for a moment and think 

about what you fear most. Is it health related? 
For you? For a loved one? Maybe it has to 
do with the heart.

Heart disease is the number one killer of 
women1 and is more deadly than all forms 
of cancer combined. In fact, it is estimated 
that heart disease kills approximately one 
woman every minute. And women may 
experience symptoms differently than the 
more commonly known symptoms men 
experience. What if there was a way to know 
whether you should be worried? Would you 
want to know?

The first step is learning how to recognize 
signs of heart disease and one of its most 
common forms: obstructive coronary artery 
disease (or CAD), which causes one in seven 
deaths in the U.S.2

Now, a health education campaign 
called Spread the Word™ is encourag-
ing women and the men who love them 
to get the facts about the symptoms of 
obstructive CAD. HealthyWomen, Nurse 
Practit ioners in Women’s Health, Coali-
t ion of Labor Union Women and Societ y 
of Women’s Health Research want you to 
get informed.

Coronary artery disease is the hardening 
and narrowing of the arteries that provide 
vital oxygen and nutrients to the heart. What 
you need to know is diagnosing obstructive 
coronary artery disease can be difficult, 
even more so in women because they can 
experience symptoms differently than men. 
So, what can this look like?

Common Symptoms in Men
 � Chest discomfort, tightness, pain or pressure

What’s important is to talk to your doctor to 
determine which test is right for you.

If you or a loved one is experiencing 
symptoms of obstructive CAD, talk to your 
doctor. And if you want to raise awareness of 
obstructive CAD as a women’s health issue, 
join in and Spread the Word™. Visit www.
GoSpreadtheWord.com learn more about 
obstructive CAD and testing options for 
women, and find health information and tools 
that can be used to discuss testing options.

References:
1. American Heart Association. Facts 

about Cardiovascular Disease in Women. 
Available at www.goredforwomen.org/home/
about-heart-disease-in-women/facts-about-
heart-disease/. Last accessed on December 
18, 2014.

2. Mozzafarian D, Benjamin EJ, Go AS, 
et al. on behalf of the American Heart As-
sociation Statistics Committee and Stroke 
Statistics Subcommittee. Heart Disease and 
Stroke Statistics – 2015 Update: A Report from 
the American Heart Association. Circulation. 
2015;131:e29-e322.

L-r: Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi David Lau and Sephardi Chief 
Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef attended a New Year’s ceremony at the 
national headquarters of the Israel Police in Jerusalem on 
September 7, 2015. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

Citing intermarriage threat, Israeli rabbis check 
families’ lineages

By Andrew Tobin
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Yael knew she would have to prove 

she was Jewish. But she never expected trying to get mar-
ried would turn into a nearly yearlong investigation of her 
family. In the end Yael, who asked to go by a pseudonym 
to protect her privacy, was barred from marrying in Israel, 
along with her mother and older brother. Although they had 
long ago immigrated to this country as Jews, their lineage 
did not check out with the state religious authorities.

“Having an official Jewish wedding was always import-
ant to me,” she said. “Now I feel like a second-class citizen. 
It’s very upsetting to me. It’s very upsetting to my family.”

Over the years, the Orthodox rabbis who control mar-
riage in Israel have become increasingly stringent about 
checking who is a Jew. More and more marriage applicants 

have been sent to rabbinical courts to be vetted. And in 
December, those courts claimed the authority to put mar-
riage applicants’ families on trial, too.

Anyone found not to be Jewish is added to a marriage 
“blacklist,” as happened to Yael and her family.

In December, lawyers from ITIM, a nonprofit that helps 
people navigate Israel’s religious bureaucracy, appealed 
to the Supreme Rabbinical Court in Jerusalem on behalf 
of Yael’s mother and brother, as well as family members 
blacklisted in two other cases. ITIM lawyers argued that the 
rabbinical courts had acted outside their legal jurisdiction 
by adjudicating people’s Jewishness without their consent. 
Because Jewishness is passed down from mother to child, the 
rabbinical courts bring in siblings or matrilineal relatives of 
See “Rabbis” on page 12
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Did you know?
(NAPSA) – The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 

800-273-TALK (8255) can be a place to discuss concerns and 
strategies for support. For suicide prevention information and 
more about mental health and wellness, visit the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration at www. 
SAMHSA.gov and www.findtreat ment.samhsa.gov.

(NAPSI) – If you’re like most parents, you work hard to 
make sure your children eat their veggies, brush their teeth 
and always say “please” and “thank you,” but one important 
habit is often forgotten.

Experts advise parents to teach children the importance of 
smiling. Smiling can positively affect you and the people around 
you, and lower stress, which should improve your child’s quality 
of life. Here’s a look from www.gumbrand.com at a few of the 
habits that can help ensure children enjoy a healthy lifestyle:

1. Setting a regular bedtime: According to the National 
Sleep Foundation, children need at least 10-12 hours of sleep. 
By the age of 2, children have spent more time asleep than 
awake. Why is this? Sleep is vital to children’s development 
and lets them be alert, fresh and ready to learn every day. 
While bedtime tantrums can be frustrating, they may well 
be an indicator that your child needs sleep. Avoid active 
endeavors right before bed and replace them with 30 minutes 
of relaxing, quiet activities. This will encourage a healthy 
bedtime routine for children and may help them to see the 
importance of a good night’s sleep.

2. Keeping active: Encourage your children to play outside, 
join a team or take part in some other activity outside of 
school. This provides an opportunity to meet and socialize 
with other kids they may not meet otherwise. Developing 

Teaching your child healthy habits
hobbies from a young age helps keep children busy and 
gives them a chance to learn beyond the classroom.

3. Eating fruits and vegetables: Reinforcing a healthy diet 
will improve your children’s mood, health and even their 
smiles. Instilling a healthy diet early will create lifelong habits 
that will benefit your child for years to come.

4. Smiling more often: Teach your child the importance 
of proactive oral care to ensure fewer trips to the dentist 
and a bright, healthy smile for life. Getting your children to 
brush and floss twice a day may not be easy, but parents 
can ensure their kids have a complete oral care routine by 
using toothbrushes, toothpaste and flossers designed for kids.

5. Reading for pleasure: Encourage your kids to take a break 
from video games, social media and other distracting forms of 
technology and pick up a book instead. Reading for pleasure 
will help expand your children’s imagination and develop their 
reading skills. Once their homework is complete, designate a 
daily “screen-free” hour or make it a family activity by reading 
a chapter or two together before bed each night.

Jason and Julianne Kanter started talking about religion 
more seriously when they started to think about having 
children. (Photo courtesy of Julianne Kanter)

Outside the synagogue, intermarried couples are 
forming community with each other

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Leading up to their wedding in 

2012, Julianne and Jason Kanter hadn’t really discussed how 
they would incorporate their respective religions into their 
home. Julianne was raised by Catholic and Presbyterian par-
ents, while Jason grew up culturally Jewish. At first, it was 
simple to mark their different backgrounds. In December, 
the couple celebrated Christmas with Julianne’s relatives 
and lit a menorah and served latkes at Christmas dinner.

But now that they’re thinking of having kids, the Kanters 
have started to talk religion more seriously. And they real-
ized they needed a space to learn about Judaism without 
the expectations that came with joining a synagogue. “To 
talk about how are we going to incorporate Judaism into 
our lives – what does that mean? What will that look like?” 
Julianne Kanter said. “I didn’t know enough about it to 
feel comfortable teaching my kids about it.”

Since last year, the Kanters have found Jewish connec-
tion through a range of initiatives targeted at intermarried 

or unaffiliated couples. Last June, they went on a trip with 
Honeymoon Israel, a Birthright-esque subsidized tour of 
Israel for newlywed couples with at least one Jewish part-
ner. And in the months since, they have built community 

at home in Brooklyn through two discussion groups where 
intermarried couples get together to meet, eat and talk about 
shared challenges and experiences.

In one group, called the Couples Salon, five to six 
couples share a light meal, introduce themselves and drop 
questions they have prepared in advance into a bowl. A 
moderator who can also participate picks out a question and 
the group talks – whether about how to deal with familial 
expectations, how to celebrate holidays or how to share 
a ritual with your kids. The salons have happened once a 
month, with different couples, since August.

“We wanted the perspective of people who were in sim-
ilar situations, which the synagogue is not,” Jason Kanter 
said. “It was nice to go to a group where everyone was 
in the same sort of boat. There’s real dialogue rather than 
someone telling you their opinion of what your situation is.”

A growing number of initiatives are giving intermarried 
couples a Jewish framework disconnected from synagogue 
See “Couples” on page 9
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By Israel Hayom staff/Exclusive to JNS.org
An ancient sea snail shell discovered on the Temple 

Mount in Jerusalem has created “tremendous interest” 
among researchers, who believe the find ties in with 
the particular shade of vibrant blue dye (“tchelet” in 
Hebrew) used in ancient times to color the fringes of 
religious garments.

The shell of the branded dye-murex (Hexaplex 
trunculus) snail was recently discovered as part of the 
Temple Mount Sifting Project underway in the Emek 
Tzurim National Park. The project is funded by the Ir 
David Foundation and directed by archaeologists from 
Bar-Ilan University.

Archaeologist Zachi Dvira noted that finding the shell 
of an ancient sea snail far inland on the Temple Mount 
raises questions, as the snails are generally excavated 
in coastal archaeological digs. “These snails were used 
in the luxury dye industry of ancient times,” Dvira said. 
“They were used to produce the colors purple and tchelet 
[blue]. Dye industry equipment and fragments of snail 

To dye for: Snail shell found on Temple Mount 
colors researchers’ interest

The branded dye-murex shell discovered through the 
Temple Mount Sifting Project. (Photo by Jennifer Green/
Ir David Foundation)

shells have been discovered at Phoenician sites along 
the Mediterranean coast. In Israel, these facilities are 
known mainly from Tel Dor.”

Dvira said the snail’s mucus secretions produced 

the unique shade of blue used to dye the ritual fringed 
garments, cloths for use in the Temple and the clothing 
of the ancient priests. The rabbinical sages had deemed 
the species kosher (snails in general are not) so the 
dye could be used. Modern research generally agrees 
that the branded dye-murex was the snail approved 
by the sages.

“We find conical shells and seashells during sifting. 
Some were apparently used for food, which was a favorite 
of Byzantine monks. Certain seashells were used as beads 
or pendants, and others were used to cover walls or floors 
in the time of the First Temple. In the case of the branded 
dye-murex, we still haven’t conducted a thorough study 
of the distribution of this kind of find around the Mount, 
but it seems that dyeing facilities and shells of this type 
have been found at other sites in the center of Israel, too,” 
Dvira said.

Following the discovery, archaeologists have begun 
researching whether there was a dyeing facility on the 
Temple Mount.

Eliezer Sobel’s mother, Manya, read his first 
book for adults with memory loss, “Blue 
Sky, White Clouds.” (Photo courtesy of 
Eliezer Sobel)

Finally, a book for Jews with Alzheimer’s
By Lisa Keys

NEW YORK (JTA) – The book is large 
and fits comfortably on a lap. The color 
photographs nearly fill each page. Each 
image depicts real people doing everyday 
Jewish things – a young girl eating matzah 
ball soup; a bubbe and her grandchildren 
lying in the grass; a man wearing tefillin, 
praying. The sentences are in large print; 
they are simple (“Mother says the blessing 
over the candles”) and easy to read.

But the book is not for young children 
learning how to read, nor is it for parents 
to introduce Judaism to their preschoolers. 
Rather it is designed for those suffering 
from dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, a 
progressive type of dementia that causes 
a slow decline in thinking, memory and 
reasoning. The book – a series of indepen-
dent pictures and captions – requires no 
memory to read and follow along, allowing 
those with memory-loss issues to enjoy and 
engage with each image on its own terms.

“L’Chaim: Pictures to Evoke Memo-
ries of a Jewish Life,” by Eliezer Sobel, 
is probably the first book of its kind – a 
Jewish-themed book created explicitly 

for adults with Alzheimer’s or dementia. 
“There’s such a richness to Jewish content 
and imagery and history and culture,” 
Sobel, 64, told JTA. “There are so many 
Jewish people in Jewish nursing homes, 
and Jewish families with loved ones who 
have dementia.”

Sobel’s family is among them. The author 
took inspiration from his mother, Manya, 
93, a refugee who fled Nazi Germany and 
has suffered from Alzheimer’s for 17 years. 
As her memory deteriorated, her language 
slowly disappeared with it, Sobel said. 
Eventually, a few years ago, it seemed 
gone for good. However, “One day I walk 
into the living room, and she was thumbing 
through a magazine, reading the big print 
headlines aloud, correctly,” he recalled. “I 
said, ‘Omigod! Mom can still read!’”

Sobel, who lives in Red Bank, NJ, said 
he headed to the local Barnes and Noble to 
get her a picture book for dementia patients. 
“It seemed like the most obvious thing in 
the world,” he said.

Instead, he learned that such a thing 
didn’t really exist. After unsuccessful trips to 
bookstores and searches online, Sobel called 

the National Alzheimer’s Association. He 
said the librarian he spoke with on the 
phone was stumped at first – she said that 
while there were more than 20,000 books 
for caregivers, she didn’t know of anything 
for the patients themselves.

Eventually the librarian turned up a few 
books for Alzheimer’s patients: Lydia Bur-
dick has a series of three books for adults 
with the disease, including “The Sunshine 
On My Face.” In subsequent years, a few 
more have appeared, such as those by Emma 
Rose Sparrow. Still, the market for such 
products is very small, even though some 
5.8 million Americans have Alzheimers, 
according to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Inspired, Sobel – a writer (previous books 
include the novel “Minyan: Ten Jewish 
Men in a World That is Heartbroken”) and 
leader of meditation and creativity retreats 
– published his first book for adults with 
dementia, “Blue Sky, White Clouds: A Book 
for Memory-Challenged Adults” in 2012. 
Like “L’Chaim,” the book is a series of large 
color photographs of things like birds, trees 
and babies with captions such as “The baby 
is fast asleep” and “Snow covers the trees.”

“If patients see the pictures, say 
the names of the pictures, make some 
comments or are in any way affected by 

the books, that’s a good thing, period,” 
David Teplow, a professor of neurology 
at UCLA, told JTA. (Teplow provided a 
blurb for “Blue Sky”: “It certainly appears 
to be necessary to fill a void in this area 
of publishing, namely the realistic repre-
sentation of images and ideas for people 
with memory and cognitive impairment.”)

Plus, Teplow added, “There are lot of Jew-
ish people who have Alzheimer’s disease and 
other dementias. Certainly it’s an important 
project for the Jewish community.”
See “Book” on page 9
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For Sobel, having a Jewish-themed follow-up to “Blue 
Sky” was a bit of a no-brainer. “It seemed natural to me,” 
he said. “It’s who I am; who we are. Especially my mother, 
the history of her Holocaust experience – it was a big part 
of my growing up, how she and her family got out, what 
they experienced.”

Sobel’s mother arrived in the U.S. at age 14, shortly after 
Kristallnacht in 1938. Though she escaped Germany with 
her immediate family – her grandmother was left behind 
and died in a labor camp – she remained scarred by her 
experiences and raised her kids to be wary of outsiders. 
“Fair Lawn, NJ, was kind of like ‘Leave It To Beaver’ – 
perfectly safe and lots of Jewish families,” Sobel said of his 
hometown in the New York City suburbs. “But my mom 
kept an axe under the bed when my dad wasn’t home.”

The family kept kosher; they had Friday night Shabbat 
dinners and Sobel attended synagogue on Saturdays with 
his father. “My mother’s idea of keeping Shabbat was she 
didn’t clean the house; she’d do something she enjoyed,” 
he recalled. “We’d drive – but not past the rabbi’s house.”

Sobel said that while he and his mother “were at log-
gerheads for a lot of my adult life,” when her Alzheimer’s 
set in, she was released from her terrible memories. “It was 
almost a blessing to be around her; someone who radiated 
love and welcoming to everyone,” he said. “I was freed 
up to feel and express my love for her, which had been 
bottled up since my teenage years.”

The books, he said, seemed to provide her some comfort 
and – just as important – entertainment. Sobel’s father, 
Max, took care of his mother until he fell and suffered a 

traumatic brain injury himself three years ago, on their 67th 
wedding anniversary. (He died in November.)

“I watched my father, tearing his hair out, looking 
for things to do with her,” Sobel said. “There are so few 
resources for that. If she enjoyed being with the book in 
the moment, we could do it again the next day, or the next 
hour. We could read it 100 times – it never got old.”

Book Continued from page 8

College-Jewish Institute of Religion, referring to synagogue 
membership. “The people that fit the demographic of the 
active group are the people who feel most welcome.”

Rabbi Avram Mlotek, a Circles of Welcome mentor 
and Orthodox rabbi, says his movement’s opposition to 
intermarriage doesn’t come into play as he teaches couples 
about Judaism. “Because of my own commitment to my 
understanding of halachah, there will be areas in which 
the couples and I will not see eye to eye,” he said, using 
a Hebrew term for Jewish law. “But that’s like the 10th or 
15th conversation. That’s not the first or second or third or 
even fifth. There’s so much more to learn about them, and 
for me to be able to share also about myself, before even 
getting to that point.”

That doesn’t mean intermarried Jews will remain for-
ever separate, said Rabbi Miriam Farber Wajnberg, who 
runs Circles of Welcome at the JCC Manhattan. She sees 
the program as a stepping-stone to a time when the larger 
community is more open to non-Jewish spouses. “We 
expect and hope that this program won’t need to exist in 
the future, that we won’t need to create a special program 
to help couples get access to Jewish life,” she said. “It will 
just be happening automatically.

But Julianne Kanter, who facilitated her own Couples 
Salon on February 8, isn’t sweating over which synagogue to 
join. She said that for now, she and her husband feel a sense 
of belonging in the intermarried groups that have formed. 
“To me, I feel like these are the people who get us,” she 
said. “This is our community, and we’re just really lucky.”

Couples Continued from page 7
services and outside the walls of legacy Jewish institutions. 
Instead of drawing them to Judaism with a preconceived 
goal, these programs allow intermarried couples to form 
community among themselves and on their own terms. “I 
wanted to find a way to create a space for couples that come 
from mixed religious backgrounds to ask questions in a safe 
space,” said Danya Shults, who runs the Couples Salons as 
part of Arq, a Jewish culture group, and organized her fifth 
salon earlier this month. “I’m not a synagogue. I’m not 
expecting them to join. I’m not expecting them to convert.”

The salons began last year, as did Circles of Welcome, 
a similar initiative by JCC Manhattan, where five to seven 
intermarried or unaffiliated couple meets monthly, usually 
in someone’s home, to learn and talk about Judaism with 
a rabbi or rabbinical student who serves as “mentor.” In 
Northern California’s Bay Area, two somewhat older 
programs, Jewish Gateways and Building Jewish Bridges, 
offer group discussions, classes and communal gatherings 
for intermarried couples.

The programs are at once a reaction to rising intermarriage 
rates and to the rejection that intermarried couples have long 
experienced from parts of the Jewish community. While 
most Jews married since 2000 have wedded non-Jews, the 
Conservative and Orthodox movements do not sanction inter-
marriage, while the Reform movement, the most welcoming 
to intermarrieds of the three largest Jewish denominations, 
encourages conversion for the non-Jewish spouse.

“Because of the history of interfaith families not being 
welcomed and not being accepted – that has meant, in some 

instances, for interfaith families that want to experience 
Jewish life, they have to figure that out using other resourc-
es,” said Jodi Bromberg, CEO of InterfaithFamily, which 
provides resources for intermarried couples “exploring 
Jewish life and inclusive Jewish communities.”

Often, said Honeymoon Israel co-CEO Avi Rubel, 
intermarried couples also have friends from a range of 
backgrounds. So they’re uncomfortable with settings that, 
by their nature, are not meant for non-Jews. “When it comes 
to building community and meeting other people, people 
want to bring their whole selves into something,” Rubel 
said. “Which often in America means being inclusive of 
non-Jews and other friends. When they’re at a Jewish event, 
they don’t want it to feel exclusionary.”

Mainstream Jewish organizations have become more 
supportive of including intermarried families. Several 
Conservative rabbis have voiced support for performing 
intermarriages, and the movement is set to allow its con-
gregations to accept intermarried couples as synagogue 
members. Honeymoon Israel, launched in 2015, is funded 
by various family foundations and Jewish Federations.

But organizers of the independent initiatives, and intermar-
ried couples themselves, say even a welcoming synagogue 
can still be an intimidating space. The couples may not 
know the prayers or rituals, may feel uncomfortable with 
the expectation of becoming members, or may just feel like 
they’re in the minority. “It’s a privilege of inmarried Jews 
with children in any social circumstance,” said Steven M. 
Cohen, a Jewish social policy professor at Hebrew Union 
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Congregational Notes

RABBI MENDEL RAICES, CHABAD OF THE MOUNTAINS

Weekly Parasha
Mishpatim (Shabbat Shekalim), Exodus 21:1-24:18

Friday, February 24, light candles ...................... 5:30 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, February 25 .................. 6:31 pm
Friday, March 3, light candles ............................ 5:38 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, March 4 ........................ 6:40 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) 
classes will meet at times designated by their respective 
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, March 4, Tot Shabbat will be held at 
11:15 am.

On Sunday, March 5, from 2-4 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood-sponsored “Spanish Wines and Tapas” event 
for adults aged 21 and older led by temple member and 
certified sommelier Dr. Laura Winter Falk. The event 
will cost $15 per person. RSVP by Wednesday, March 
1, to Samantha Lesser at slesser@frontiernet.net.

There’s an age-old debate concerning the interplay 
between moral standards and the Torah’s teachings. Does 
society need the Torah to teach us how to behave, or are 
we, as innately moral beings, capable of figuring things 
out on our own?

On the one hand, the talmudic sages state, “Were the 
Torah not to have been given, we would have learned piety 
from a cat and camaraderie from an ant,” indicating man’s 
ability to self-teach and self-guide. On the other hand, 
though, the Torah clearly addresses our moral conduct: 
“Thou shalt not steal,” “Thou shalt not kill” and so on.

So we’re left with the question, is the Torah merely 
affirming the conclusions we could have made on our own, 
or is there something deeper at play over here, something 
to be gained from a uniquely God-given moral code?

Semantics? It is a subtle difference, but it has far-reaching 

implications. But first, the opening verse of this week’s 
Torah portion:

The Ten Commandments have been given. The two 
Tablets delivered. And God instructs Moses to continue 
teaching, “And these are the statutes that you shall place 
before them,” the detailed laws of employment, trade and 
torts. There is an unnecessary word in this verse word: 
“and.” Why not just say “These are the statutes etc.” and 
leave the “and” out?

We use the word “and” to add to what we’ve said previ-
ously. “Yesterday I went to work, and I went to school, and I 
spent time with my family.” Same, too, here. “And these are 
the statutes,” the rabbis explain, is adding to what was said 
previously; namely, the Ten Commandments in last week’s 
portion. “Just as the Ten Commandments are from Sinai,” 
the rabbis explain, “so, too, are these laws from Sinai.”

Laws from Sinai
Think about it: The Ten Commandments, the most 

central tenets of monotheistic belief – “I am the Lord your 
God,” “Do not have any other gods beside Me,” etc. – and 
the most mundane of civil law – fair treatment of workers, 
honesty in the workplace and property law – were all re-
ceived from Sinai. The same fanfare, the same lightning 
and thunder, and the same Godly significance.

Morals from man, morals from God – what’s the actual 
difference? Here are a few ideas to think about:

 � Humans are inherently subjective. “One man’s junk is 
another man’s treasure,” the saying goes, and the same is 
true for our values and standards. A God-given value system 
creates a set of objective standards, one that all people can 
agree to and work off of.

 � On a deeper level, by instructing us on how to behave 

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, February 24 ...............................................5:30 pm
Shabbat, February 25 ................................................9 am
 .................................................... Mincha/Maariv 6:55 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., February 26 .................................................8:30 am
Mon., February 27 ................................................6:50 am
Tues.-Fri., February 28-March 3 ................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., February 26 .................................................5:35 pm
Mon.-Thurs., February 27- March 2 ..........................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, February 24, at 6:30 pm, there will be a Shab-
bat picnic dinner. Participants should bring their own picnic 
dinner to “share the joy of eating together” before Shabbat 
Service. All are welcome to attend. At 8 pm, there will be 
Shabbat evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-War-
tell and Shari Neuberger. Goldman-Wartell will speak on 
the 9 Adar focus for 2017, “Constructive Conversations.”

On Saturday, February 25, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study on conflict 
narratives in the Bible. At 10:35 am, there will be family 
Shabbat services, with birthday blessings, led by Rabbi 
Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg.

On Sunday, February 26, at 11 am, there will be a Tem-
ple Concord Sisterhood program on conventions critical to 
Sisterhood. At 12:30 pm, there will be confirmation class.

On Friday, March 3, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services led by Rachel Coker and Rabbi Rachel 
Esserman.

On Saturday, March 4, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study on conflict 
narratives in the Bible. At 10:35 am, Shabbat family services 
will be held.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown will be at the temple the 
weekends of February 24-26, March 10-12, March 24-26, 
March 31-April 2, April 14-16, May 5-7 and May 19-21.

On Friday, February 24, at 6 pm, there will be Shabbat 
on the Road at Castle Gardens Assisted Living, 1715 
Castle Gardens Rd., Vestal.

On Saturday, February 25, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. 
The Torah portion will be Exodus 21:1-24:18. The haftar-
ah will be II Kings 12:1-17. Bima guest will be Michael 
Wolff. At 7 pm, at the home of Alan and Julie Piaker, 
there will be “Minyan, Martini Mania.” Reservations are 
necessary. For more details, contact the temple office.

On Sunday, March 12, from 10 am-noon, there will be a 
learning session with Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The 
subject in the series of “Why Pray?” will be “Amidah:18? 
Really? Why so many? Who wrote them and why is it so long?”

See “Sinai” on page 11
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Jewish Community Center

Children’s activities at the JCC

Adelle Mattson showed off her pudding 
painting during the JCC’s Kids Connection 
after school program.

Annabella Cintron showed off her edible 
pudding painting during the JCC’s Kids 
Connection after school program.

Emaleigh Campbell enjoyed sledding on 
the JCC’s hill during a school snow day at 
Kids Connection.

Sophia Smith rolled out tie-dye dough 
during the Kids Baking Challenge class at 
Kids Connection.

L-r: Sierra Bowlin and Daria Moroz enjoyed playing on 
a school snow day at Kids Connection.

Riachard Knox will present “Sight and 
Sound” on Thursday, March 23, at 2 pm, at 
the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse 
Rd., Vestal. Due to donations by fans of Knox, 
the lecture will be free and open to the public. 
Seating will be limited, and registration has 
been requested by noon on Monday, March 20, 
by calling the JCC at 724-2417.

With “Sight and Sound: Integration of Film 
Montage and Music,” Knox will make a third 
appearance at the JCC. He will examine how 
directors such as Steven Spielberg, Alfred Hitch-
cock, David Lean and William Wyler teamed with music 
composers to make audiences laugh and cry, or to add the 
elements of fear or suspense while creating some of the most 
memorable motion pictures in the history of Hollywood.

According to organizers of the program, having music 
accompany motion pictures has been a tradition in Hol-
lywood that goes back to the silent film era, when pianos 
and organs were commonplace in theaters. Movie directors, 
working closely with composers, have continually attempt-
ed to enhance the audience involvement and enjoyment of 
their films by adding musical scores and specific motifs that 
help identify particular characters or add an atmospheric 
tone to certain scenes. With the passage of time, many of 
these film scores are now considered “iconic.”

Knox’s presentations are interactive, engaging the 
audience with questions and answers, comments and 
personal experiences.

Following retirement after 38 years as a school teacher 
and administrator, Knox began to develop a series of mul-
timedia presentations inspired by his fascination with the 
performing arts. His program subjects include Broadway 

Music that made the movie 
memorable

musicals, film, opera, 20th century songwriters 
and vocalists, and radio and television programs 
of the “Golden Age.” At previous JCC appear-
ances, Knox entertained with the subjects “An 
Alfred Hitchcock Retrospective” and “Lullaby 
of Broadway.”

In a 2015 interview, Newsday reported, “Knox 
is a favorite speaker at Long Island University’s 
Hutton House lectures, said director Kay Sato. 
‘You can tell that he enjoys the challenge of 
teaching our population of savvy adults, with 
whom his discussions make each presentation 

even more rich.’” In that interview, Knox talked about the 
development of this passion, saying, “As I got older and 
my taste in films grew a bit more sophisticated, I began to 
study the behind-the-scenes elements that made some films 
stand above the rest, whether it was a creative director, 
outstanding musical score or innovative cinematography.”

Knox has lectured at dozens of libraries, colleges, 
community centers and other public and private venues 
throughout Brooklyn and Long Island.

Richard Knox

between ourselves, God gave us the opportunity to turn 
even the simplest of interactions into a spiritual experience. 
When I’m honest in business I bring God into my work-
place. When I treat my family properly I bring God into 
my home. There is no place in my life now that is devoid 
of God’s presence.

Next time you’re deliberating doing a favor for some-
one, add to the consideration that your act will bring more 
Godliness into your life. I guarantee it will drastically 
impact your perspective.

Sinai Continued from page 10

And Netanyahu, who usually is not reluctant to empha-
size the vulnerabilities of Diaspora Jews, backed up Trump. 
“I’ve known the president and I’ve known his family and 
his team for a long time, and there is no greater supporter 
of the Jewish people and the Jewish state than President 
Donald Trump,” he said. “I think we should put that to rest.”

That’s hardly a salve to an American Jewish commu-
nity dealing almost weekly with unsettling echoes of past 
slights and intolerance – most recently when the White 
House omitted any mention of Jews from a Holocaust 
commemorative statement on January 27.

Jonathan Greenblatt, the Anti-Defamation League’s na-
tional director, reacting to Trump’s statement, did not mention 
Netanyahu, but was clearly not in a mood to put anything to 
rest. Trump “missed an opportunity to decry the rhetoric of 
hate that seems to be surging online and in the real world,” 
he said. “Intentional or not, this emboldens antisemites.”

Mixed Continued from page 3
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

Do a big mitzvah and donate your car or minivan 
that’s drivable to Chabad of Binghamton!

(donation tax deductible)

Call 607-797-0015 or email info@jewishbu.com

Don’t park it.
Donate it.

Do a big mitzvah and donate your car or minivan 
that’s drivable to Chabad of Binghamton!

(donation tax deductible)
Call 607-797-0015 or email info@jewishbu.com

Don’t park it. Donate it.

JFS Accepting Purim Donations
 Jewish Family Service will once again be collecting
funds to fulfill the Purim mitzvah of matanot l’evyonim
(gifts for the poor). These donations will be distributed
for Purim to more than 16 local Jewish families who are
experiencing extreme financial difficulties. In order to assure a timely 
distribution of these gifts, please be sure your contribution reaches 
our offices by March 6, 2017.

 In addition, please be aware that Jewish Family Service accepts 
donations in honor or in memory of a loved one or to commemorate 
a special event. Your contributions will go into the general donation fund 
that helps the less fortunate of our community throughout the year.

 Please include a notation on the memo line of your check in 
which manner you would like your donation to be used. 

 Mail or bring your donation to Jewish Family Service,
500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850. Call Roz Antoun, Director, at 
724-2332 with any questions.

www.thereportergroup.org

Published by the Jewish Federation of     Greater Binghamton
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doubt,” he said. “Instead of being a place that’s welcoming 
to Jews, it has become a place that is looking to undermine 
Jewish identity.”

Elad Caplan, a legal consultant for ITIM, said the 
rabbinical courts investigate about 5,000 people for their 
Jewishness each year and find fewer than 10 percent not 
Jewish. But he estimated that most of those people are 
Jews, too, and simply cannot prove it. It is “outrageous,” 
Caplan said, that Israel demands documents that in many 
cases were created by countries in the throes of violent 
antisemitism. “Do we really want a Jewish state that makes 
blacklists of who’s a Jew and who’s not?” he asked. “Have 
we learned nothing from our history?”

On December 12, the Supreme Rabbinical Court ruled 
against two of ITIM’s appeals, saying the rabbinical courts 
were legitimately acting under a legal mandate to combat in-
termarriage. The justices cited a draft amendment to the courts’ 
regulations made a few days earlier in response to ITIM’s 
appeals. A similar ruling on Yael’s case is expected any day.

Rabbi Shimon Yaakovi, an attorney who directs the 
Rabbinical Courts Administration, defended the Supreme 
Rabbinical Court’s ruling and said the rabbinical courts had 
to uphold Jewish law. “We can’t have someone walking 
around wrongly thinking he’s a Jew, and his family and 
friends believing it,” he said. “I understand people’s need to 
be part of the Jewish collective in Israel, but there are rules, 
and if we don’t obey the rules we undermine halachah. 
Judaism is not being measured by feelings.”

Yael said she always felt like an Israeli Jew. Her family 
immigrated from Belarus when she was a baby, she explained 
in unaccented Hebrew, and she attended public schools, ob-
served Jewish holidays and served in the army. She even grew 
up hearing her maternal grandmother’s story of Holocaust 
survival, she said. Then, she fell in love with a nice Israeli 
Jewish boy and last fall agreed to marry him. Just ahead of 
the planned wedding date this summer, the Tel Aviv rabbini-
cal court scuttled her plans. In ruling she was not Jewish, the 
court pointed to inconsistencies in her family’s paperwork.

Yael’s grandmother, who said her documents were 
lost during World War II, was listed as Jewish on the 
birth certificate of her daughter, Yael’s mother, but as 
Belarusian, or not Jewish, on the birth certificate of her 
son. Also, Yael’s mother was listed as Belarusian on her 
immigration paperwork and as not Jewish on Yael’s birth 
certificate. Yael’s father is Jewish, but that is not relevant 
under Orthodox Jewish law.

Experts said the Chief Rabbinate began regularly check-
ing the Jewishness of marriage applicants and others in 
response to the mass influx of immigrants from Ethiopia 
and the former Soviet Union, mostly in the 1980s and 
1990s. Immigrants need only be related to a Jew to get 
Israeli citizenship, and several hundred thousand non-Jews 
are estimated to have arrived in those waves.

Over the decades, the experts said, the Chief Rabbinate’s 
worry about intermarriage has only grown. The checks 
became official policy in 2002. “The closer the rabbis 
look” into immigrants’ backgrounds, “the more nervous 
they get, which makes them look even closer,” said Shuki 
Friedman, the head of religion and state research at the 
Israel Democracy Institute.

But Friedman said that most non-Jewish immigrants do 
not identify as Jews, and so need not concern the Chief 
Rabbinate. Further, if the goal is to prevent assimilation, he 
said, the rabbinical courts’ aggressive vetting of marriage 
applicants and their family members is counterproductive, 
since it “pushes people away from Judaism.”

Rabbi David Stav, a leading religious Zionist rabbi, 
agreed, and said the practice is in no way required by 
Jewish law. “If the court found out there was an attempt 
to hide something or cheat the rabbis, I can understand 
they have to check [the person’s Jewishness] again,” he 
said. “Halachically speaking, though, there is no need to 
check anything about someone’s story unless he gives you 
a good reason to be suspicious.”

Stav’s rabbinical group, Tzohar, works to help non-Or-
thodox Israelis access the Chief Rabbinate’s services. But 
when Yael came to Tzohar for help before she was investi-
gated last year, she was disappointed. Roots – the group’s 
program for helping immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union research their Jewish heritage – failed to prove she 
was Jewish and reported its findings to the Chief Rabbinate.

After the rabbinical court ruled against her, Yael went her 
own way. She had a private modern Orthodox conversion 
and married her fiancé in a wedding ceremony that was 
not sanctioned by the Chief Rabbinate, and thus against 
Israeli law. Still, Yael said she held out hope that the state 
would recognize her, and her marriage, as Jewish before 
the weddings of any future children.

Rabbis Continued from page 6
marriage applicants and typically issue a ruling that applies 
to everyone. According to experts, this has been going on 
for least a decade and routinely for the past year and a half.

Rabbi Seth Farber, the director of ITIM, said the Chief 
Rabbinate – which officially controls much of Jewish life 
in Israel and oversees the rabbinical courts – is waging a 
destructive “inquisition.”

“The Rabbinate is challenging the very underpinnings 
of Zionism by placing the personal status of every Jew in 

From JNS.org
Israeli soldier gets 18 months in prison 
over Hebron shooting

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israel Defense 
Forces soldier Elor Azaria, convicted on manslaughter 
charges for shooting and killing an incapacitated terror-
ist in Hebron last March, was sentenced on Feb. 21 to 
18 months in prison and was demoted from sergeant to 
private. Around 100 protesters went to the military court 
at the IDF’s headquarters in Tel Aviv to show support 
for the soldier. 
New app helps Jewish students find 
roommates

The Jewish pluralistic teen movement BBYO introduced 
a mobile app to help Jewish high school seniors or current 
college students find roommates. Joomie – which was 
launched during the BBYO International Convention in 
Dallas over the Feb. 19 weekend – prompts users to answer 
questions on their Jewish youth group affiliations, levels of 

Shabbat and kosher observance, music preferences, sleeping 
habits and more. After answering the questions, students 
can view profiles of other users who have downloaded the 
app, are planning to attend or currently attend the same 
institution, and might match their needs and interests. “One 
of the most exciting aspects of Joomie is that it was thought 
up by teens as they sought ways to make it easier for stu-
dents who are leaving their familiar Jewish communities 
behind to build new ones on campus,” said Matt Grossman, 
BBYO’s CEO. “We believe that usage of Joomie will help 

facilitate the transition to college for many students, and 
ultimately promote a greater engagement in Jewish life 
in campuses across North America.” The idea for the app 
was formulated during a “hackathon” event sponsored by 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation’s ROI 
Community, in which teenagers brainstormed ways to use 
technology to connect with BBYO or summer camp friends 
while they transition to college. Joomie is available for 
both iOS and Android devices, and can be downloaded in 
the Apple app store or Google Play.

These care services 
include but are not 
limited to:
 • Bath Assistance
 • Meal Prep
 • Cleaning
 • Shopping, etc.

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and 
repairs, along with 

in-home care services. 

John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)

888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

754-6376pbaker927@yahoo.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work

We Install, Service & Repair...

Studio and Classroom
10 Alice Street, Binghamton, NY 13904

607.748.2302
Emily@jablonstudios.com/www.jablonstudios.com

Mosaics, Wind Chimes, Soap Making,
Repurposed Art and more!

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully Insured
Free

EstimatesOur
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER

ISA CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

Professionals In All Phases Of:
· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET
607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or

I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!

References Available
607-760-0530

griles45@gmail.com

Raw Local Honey Varieties
Spring • Summer • Fall

Propolis, Pollen, Beeswax candles
Try a sample at the

Binghamton Regional
Farmers Market,

840 Upper Front Street
9-1 Saturdays all winter

bcregionalmkt.com
suegaringhoney.com

607-775-5041

To

adve
rti

se
, 

conta
ct B

onnie at

72
4-2

360, e
xt

. 2
44 or

bonnie@
th

ere
porte

rgr
oup

.org

YOUR AD C
OULD

 BE HERE!

Published by
the Jewish Federation of

Greater Binghamton

Or Amazing
Live Entertainment

At Your Event!
Russ The BIG Guy is honored 

to help you celebrate your 
special day by drawing the

WORLD'S ONLY
personalized & �attering 

CARTOONICATURE of
you, your friends and family! 

More info at
RussTheBIGGuy.com

and on Facebook.
Voice or text: 607-725-5704 
noon 'til Midnight, 7 days!

CARTOON
CARICATURES

A memorable gift, 
accepting commissions,

Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street

Johnson City
New York 13790

Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org

Education • Advocacy • Support

To advertise, contact Bonnie Rozen at 724-2360, ext. 244 or 
bonnie@ thereportergroup.org

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton


