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BU Center for Israel Studies to host lecture on
water and water technology in Israel
Binghamton University’s Center for
Israel Studies will host a lecture on water
and water technology on Tuesday, February
7, at 1 pm, in room 202 on the second floor
of the University Union. Seth M. Siegel
will speak about his recent book on water
in Israel, “Let There Be Water: Israel’s

Solution for a Water-Starved World.” The
lecture is co-sponsored by the School of
Engineering, and the Office of International
Education and Global Affairs.
“Let There Be Water” received a star
review from Kirkus Reviews, which called
it “fascinating” and “a major contribu-

tion to this hotly debated issue [of water
conservation] and to broader questions of
environmental policy.”
Siegel is a businessman, activist and
writer. His essays have appeared in The New
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, the
Los Angeles Times and other publications

around the world on business, political and
cultural issues. Her has appeared on television and has been quoted in major print
media. He is also a member of the Council
on Foreign Relations.
More information about Siegel and his
work can be found sethmsiegel.com.

Jeff Platsky to speak on fake journalism at Feb. 11
Beth David luncheon

By Paula Rubin
Jeff Platsky will be the speaker at the
February Shabbat luncheon, which will be
held on Saturday, February 11, following
services at Beth David Synagogue. He will
speak on “Facing Fakery: Journalism’s
Challenge.” The entire community has been
invited to attend the free event.
“This is a most timely topic,” organizers noted. The term “fake news” has
become a current topic of discussion. The
program will explore how it developed
and how the media moved from traditional journalism to “the digital age,” as

various roles, from a bureau
the transformation has led to a
reporter to his current job as an
variety of challenges. Platsky
investigative/content editor. A
will address this change, how it
native of Queens, he attended
developed and “how it will be
public schools, received a B.A.
mastered.” Along with this disin newspapers from Syracuse
cussion, he will explore how his
University and his M.B.A.
Jewish heritage and upbringing
from Binghamton University.
influenced his career decision,
His journalism career started
and how it provides a guide to
in Northern Maine, and later
adhering to the principles of
covered the planning and prepaethical journalism.
For the past 36 years, Platsky
rations for the 1980 Olympic
Jeff Platsky
has worked with Gannett
Winter Games in Lake Placid,
Central Newspapers. He has worked in where he was able to witness the Olympic

“Miracle on Ice.”
Platsky’s name appears on the editorial
box of the local Press and Sun-Bulletin,
and he has been called “an active and contributing member” of the local community.
He has been on the board of the Jewish
Community Center for more than 10 years,
most recently serving a six-year term as
JCC president. He and his wife raised two
children, both of whom graduated from
Binghamton University and are currently
pursuing careers in business.
For more information, call Beth David
Synagogue at 722-1793.

TC Sisterhood to hold program on Women of
Reform Judaism

By Helene Philips
Temple Concord Sisterhood will present the program “Why Women of Reform
Judaism Conferences and Conventions
are Critical to Our Sisterhood” on Sunday,
February 26, at 11 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. Light
refreshments will be served. Admission
will cost $3. All interested women in the
Jewish community have been invited to
attend. Reservations have been requested
by Tuesday, February 21, by calling the
temple office at 723-7355.

Women of Reform Judaism, founded in
1913, is the women’s affiliate of the Union
of Reform Judaism, the central body of
Reform Judaism in North America. WRJ
represents tens of thousands of women
in hundreds of groups, “strengthening the
voice of women worldwide and empowering
them to create caring communities, nurture
congregations, cultivate personal and spiritual growth and advocate for and promote
progressive Jewish values,” according to a
WRJ representative.
Temple Concord Sisterhood is part of

the Northeast District of WRJ, one of eight
districts in North America, and includes
Toronto, Canada.
All WRJ districts hold a biennial convention where district business is carried out,
such as approving and voting on constitutional changes, voting on and installing officers, hearing what WRJ is accomplishing
globally and where and how money is being
spent. There is always a keynote speaker, as
well as guest speakers, rabbis and cantors.
Additionally, the events feature workshops, panel presentations and discussions

where attendees can learn about running
successful, productive board meetings; new
and different fund-raising ideas; increasing membership; addressing leadership
challenges; and more. The program also
includes “creative, inspirational” Shabbat
services with traditional and new music,
Torah discussions and Shabbat workshops.
The recent Northeast District Biennial in
Albany was attended by Alycia Harris, Shari
Neuberger, Helene Philips and Barbara
Thomas from Temple Concord Sisterhood.
See “Women” on page 3

Spotlight

Local actress embraces her Jewish roots

By Kate Murray
Shannon Roma-DeAngelo has been
gracing the professional stages of the
Southern Tier, since 1988. She walked into
an audition at the Cider Mill Playhouse for
the Stephen Sondheim musical “Company.”
However, before she even sang a note the
director, Dick Smith, stopped everything,
walked up to the then Shannon Roma and
told her she was perfect, she was going to
play the role of April.
“Don’t you even want to hear me sing?”
inquired Roma. Smith turned to the piano
player and asked, “Can she sing?” The piano
player answered, “She sure can.” The rest
of the story is local theater history: Roma
married that piano player, Jan DeAngelo, a
year later and has been performing regularly
at the Playhouse for almost 30 years.

In the mid-‘90s, Roma-DeAnthey decided to raise their four
children to celebrate both the
gelo came across an antique
Roman Catholic and Jewish
portrait at her grandmother’s
holidays. Roma-DeAngelo was
house. The portrait was from
very insistent that her children
the late 1800s and it depicted
know where they come from and
her grandmother’s grandfather
know their heritage.
and grandmother, Roma-DeAnIn January 2005, DeAngelo
gelo’s great-great-grandparents.
found himself performing at
Not having much to go on, she
the Jewish Community Center,
learned that her ancestors moved
to Lancaster County, PA, and S h a n n o n R o m a - accompanying Naima Kradjian
that they were from Germany, DeAngelo (Photo on the piano. The following year,
Ashkenazic Jews, who fled the courtesy of Studio Roma-DeAngelo was asked to
perform in a fund-raising show.
country due to religious persecu- 271Productions)
“As soon as we met them it
tion. Unfortunately, all but that
portrait had been lost. The family stories was love at first sight,” said Sheryl Brumer,
JCC executive director. “Jan and Shannon
were gone.
However, her husband has a great are the most incredible couple I’ve ever
interest in world religions and together met. There isn’t anything they can’t do and

they do it with sparkle, panache and a lot of
heart. I feel so lucky that we had the great
fortune to meet them!”
Since then, DeAngelo became certified
as a personal trainer and became the JCC’s
health and fitness coordinator. He and his
wife continue to perform at events at the
Center to help raise money for programming. Most recently, at the November
2016 Gala weekend, they performed the
Joe DiPietro musical “I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change.”
In February, the two performers are
returning to the Cider Mill Playhouse, this
time in a benefit for the Cider Mill Playhouse
and the JCC. Jan DeAngelo and Company
is producing the Rodgers and Hammerstein, Tony Award-winning musical “South
See “Actress” on page 7
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Israel slated to take in 100 orphaned Syrian
refugee children
By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – Israel has announced that it will take in 100
orphaned Syrian refugee children, the Jewish state’s first
such move since Syria’s civil war began nearly six years ago.
According to the report by Israel’s Channel 10, the children
will receive temporary resident status and become permanent
residents after four years. Additionally, the children, who will
be housed in an Education Ministry boarding school for the
first three months and then enrolled in Israeli schools, will
eventually be placed by the government withArab-Israeli foster
families. Israeli Interior MinisterAryeh Deri approved the plan.
“Israel to take in Syrian orphans as refugees w/ path to

citizenship. Arab-Israelis will help absorbing,” Israeli-Arab
diplomat George Deek wrote on Twitter.
The Channel 10 report also said that Israel may allow close
relatives of the Syrian children – such as siblings or parents,
if they are found alive – to be granted Israeli residence.
While Israel has largely remained neutral in regards
to the conflict in Syria, the Jewish state has treated more
than 2,600 Syrian war casualties in special hospitals set up
along the border as well as in conventional Israeli hospitals.
At right: A Syrian refugee was treated at Ziv Medical
Center in Israel’s northern city of Safed. (Photo courtesy
of Ziv Medical Center)

Opinion

We’ll lose college students if Israel becomes a
partisan cause

By Seffi Kogen
(JTA) – For decades, supporters of the U.S.-Israel relationship have insisted on strong bipartisanship rather than
allying their cause with the Democrats or Republicans.
So even while a typical bit of punditry over the past few
presidencies was to assert that Bill Clinton, or George W.
Bush, or Barack Obama was “the most pro-Israel president
in history,” Israel advocates nevertheless kept their heads
and painstakingly maintained strong relationships on both
sides of the aisle.
Now some are eagerly making the same grandiose claim
about President Donald Trump – that he will be the greatest
friend Jerusalem has ever had. While we should and do welcome friendship from President Trump, and look forward
to working with him to strengthen the American-Israeli
relationship, there are dangers in this perception.
Loath to turn the crucial cause of U.S.-Israel ties into
a political football, savvy advocates both on campus
and off have traditionally resisted branding one party
or the other as insufficiently “pro-Israel.” But partisans
have taken a different path. It is increasingly common to
hear Republicans assert that they are the true keepers of
the U.S.-Israel relationship – a claim that can be heard
from some Democratic activists, too. Disturbingly, some
prominent Democrats – particularly the young and the
populist – are rejecting the old orthodoxies of the friendship. The result is that on both ends of the spectrum, and
with conflicting intent, Israel’s star is being hitched to
Trump’s ascendant wagon.

Finally, supporters of the U.S.-Israel relationship should
maintain, and be seen as maintaining, their independence
from this – or any – administration. Israel’s supporters
committed to a negotiated, secure, two-state solution of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict – the position consistently
favored by American Jews and Israelis alike – may find
themselves competing for the president’s support with
advisers opposed to the two-state vision. A retreat from
traditional U.S. policy on the conflict will present a serious
challenge to pro-Israel advocacy on American campuses,
where Palestinian statehood is widely seen as the only
just outcome.
On campus, support for Israel must be nurtured among
students on the right and the left, in the sciences and the
liberal arts, among students both religious and secular,
rich and poor, gay, straight and everywhere in between.
Supporters of the U.S.-Israel relationship have built
ties and advanced Israel’s security and well-being with
successive American presidents. In that spirit, and with
that objective, advocates look forward to working with
President Trump, who time and again has voiced strong
support for the Jewish state.
But as they engage the new administration, pro-Israel
advocates must not abandon the strategy of bipartisan and
intercommunal outreach that has formed the foundation
for nearly 70 years of overwhelming public support for
America’s one democratic ally in the Middle East.
Seffi Kogen is the American Jewish Committee’s assistant
director for campus affairs.

This is a mistake for three reasons.
First, Donald Trump was not a conventional candidate
and his is likely not to be a conventional presidency. The
animus that he inspired among Democrats was particularly
acute on college campuses and may lead future Democrats
to define themselves as critics of all causes President
Trump embraces.
If Israel’s American friends allow their more liberal
alliances to wither, and fail to nurture understanding and
support for Israel among longtime coalition partners,
Israel may find itself on the outs if and when the pendulum swings and Democrats reclaim Congress or the
White House. Already, when asked by Pew whether they
sympathize more with Israel or the Palestinians, only
33 percent of Democrats say Israel (compared with 74
percent of Republicans). This should worry all lovers of
Israel, as being a true pro-Israel advocate means keeping
the issue as nonpolitical as possible, regardless of your
own political preferences.
Second, college students – many of whom are more
likely to see Israel as the Goliath towering over a Palestinian David, rather than as the spunky David facing down
the giant Arab world – polled as particularly allergic to
Trump. The concern, then, is not just that the next crop
of Democrats elected won’t assign proper value to the
U.S.-Israel relationship, but that Israel could lose an entire
generation of American friends. Remember, for many
campus progressives, even Obama was too conservative
– a sentiment that motivated support for Bernie Sanders.

In My Own Words

Alternative facts
Fact: a) a thing that is indisputably the case. (Google)
b) a piece of information presented as having objective
reality. (Merriam Webster online)
c) a thing that is known or proved to be true. (Oxford
Dictionary online)
d) something that actually exists; reality; truth. (Dictionary.com)
During a recent press conference, Republican political
strategist Kellyanne Conway called White House Press
Secretary Sean Spicer’s false claims about the size of the
crowd at President Donald Trump’s inauguration “alterna-

Correction

In the January 27 issue of The Reporter, an obituary
notice on page 3 expressing sympathy to Debby Lerner
on the death of her mother, June Selan, should have also
included Selan’s husband, Walter Selan. The Reporter
apologizes for this oversight.
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tive facts.” Her statement made me wonder if I’d fallen down
a rabbit hole and was listening to one of Lewis Carroll’s
characters. Or perhaps the world has been transformed
into a 21st century version of George Orwell’s “Nineteen
Eighty-Four,” where words have no real meaning.
Now, there are alternative theories about why events
occur. There are alternative explanations for people’s
behavior. There are alternative commentaries on the
meaning of speeches and literature. There are alternative
hypotheses about natural phenomenon. However, there
is no such thing as an alterative fact. There are only
lies, falsehoods, fabrications, fraudulence, deceitfulness and dishonesty.
If you think this discussion is meaningless, that debating
about words gets us nowhere and that we should allow
people to speak and think however they want, then you
need to take a course in Jewish history because words can
kill. Alternative facts about Jews have been circulating
for centuries and many people still believe they are true.
For example:

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton
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 Jews use the blood of Christian or Muslim young children to make matzah or hamantashen.
 Jewish communists and capitalists are plotting to take
over the world or have already succeeded in controlling
the media and government.
 A Jewish Mafia runs the health care industry in the
United States.
 Jews have no past connection to the land of Israel.
The First and Second Temples are figments of Jewish
imagination.
 The Holocaust is a hoax.
Alternative facts have caused death and destruction
in Jewish communities across the globe. Lies are not
harmless; denying the truth is dangerous. Facts do matter.
Facing reality is essential – even when it’s unpleasant. The
increasing amount of antisemitic incidents show how many
people believe alternative facts about Jews. So be careful
when dismissing this issue: Some day your life, and the
lives of your loved ones, may depend on just how many
people believe these lies are true.
Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Layout Editor Diana Sochor
Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen
Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown
Proofreaders
Barbara Bank, Eleanor Durfee, Fran Ferentinos,
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Merri Pell-Preus, Ilene Pinsker, Heidi Thirer
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TC program to explore “constructive conversation”
Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell will teach about “Tochecha – The Mitzvah of Constructive Conversation,”
which will be the topic for Pardes’ 9 Adar programming
for this year, on Wednesday, February 8, at 10:30 am and
7 pm, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton.
Other materials will be presented at Shabbat Services on
Fridays, February 17 and 24, as well. The Saturday morning

Torah Study group will also explore conflict narratives in
the Bible: The event will also explore “Connecting Text
Study to Life” using materials developed by Rabbi Daniel
Roth at Pardes Center for Conflict Resolution and Judaism.
All will be welcome to attend.
Said Goldman-Wartell, “I am honored to have studied
with Rabbi Roth and to be able to bring these materials

Dalet class helped lead services at TC

At right: Members of Temple Concord’s
dalet class, seen with their teachers and
Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell (far
right), helped lead Shabbat morning
services on January 14.

Women

Continued from page 1

Each woman attended different workshops and brought
back information for Sisterhood, which they will present
at the February 26 program. They will also share what they
learned about WRJ’s work throughout the world.
“All the new exciting information from these conventions rejuvenates and inspires those who attend and,
in turn, rejuvenates and inspires Sisterhood to take on
new programs, activities and ideas,” said a Sisterhood
representative. “The Temple Concord Religious School
and the congregation also benefit from what is learned at
conventions. New music learned there may be incorporated
into family and adult services.”

Community
Calendar

According to Sisterhood, throughout the years it has
implemented much of what was learned at conventions,
leading to improved fund-raising, which has allowed the
organization to continue to financially support religious
school and Temple Concord.
Specific details of the workshops recently attended
will be presented at the program, and informational videos will be shown. Attendees will learn about the Youth,
Education and Special Projects Fund, and where donated dollars are spent. Participants will also learn about
the upcoming Fried (pronounced “freed”) Leadership
Conference in March, a WRJ leadership development
conference for women who want to learn or improve
leadership skills.

to our community for further exploration. In a time when
public conversations are notoriously coarse, aggressive and
dehumanizing, the principles and practices associated with
tochecha have much to offer us in our public and private lives.”

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Orthodox and liberal denominations
are critical of Trump refugee ban
Two large groups representing Orthodox Jews responded
to President Donald Trump’s executive order barring migrants
from seven mostly Muslim countries and refugees from
around the world by warning against policies that would
place any limits on immigration based on religion. With the
combined statement by the Orthodox Union and Rabbinical
Council of America, all four major American Jewish denominations have criticized the executive order in some form.
The Reconstructionist movement condemned the statement
ahead of its signing on Jan. 27, while the Reform and Conservative movements condemned it on Jan. 28 and Jan. 29,
respectively. The Orthodox statement came on Jan. 29. It is
extremely rare for all four movements to unite in opposing
a presidential action. While the Orthodox organizations said
they recognize the need for protections against terrorists, they
urged the administration to protect religious freedom. “We call
on all Americans to reaffirm that discrimination against any
group based solely upon religion is wrong and anathema to
the great traditions of religious and personal freedoms upon
which this country was founded,” the statement says, and calls
on “the United States government to recognize the threats
posed by radical Islamists, while preserving and protecting
the rights of all people who seek peace, no matter how they
worship God.” Trump has denied that the Jan. 27 executive
order is a ban on Muslims, although the statements by the
Reform and Conservative movements both assert that the
policy is tantamount to a religious test for refugees, travelers
and migrants. The executive order prohibits for 120 days all
refugees from entering the country, with an indefinite ban
on those from Syria. Citizens of Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen are barred from entry for 90 days.

The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to Celia Klin on the death
of her father,

George Klin

The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish
Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.”
“Have you forgotten the date of your organization’s
event? Can’t remember when the CJS lecture is? Do you
want to hear what’s happening at the next Federation
board meeting? Are you planning an event and want to
make sure there are no conflicts? Then go to www.jfgb.
org and hit ‘calendar,’” said Sima Auerbach, executive
director of the Federation. “This is your Community
Calendar! All the events this amazing community
holds are listed – and if you do not see what you were
looking for, call us at 724-2332. In a community of this
size – where people belong to several organizations or
synagogues – we want to make certain that people don’t
miss an important event or meeting.”
Updates or additions of events for the calendar can be
made by contacting the Federation through its website
(click on “calendar” and then “click here to request a
change to the calendar”) or by calling 724-2332.

The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to Walter Selan on the death
of his wife,

June Selan

Temple Concord Sisterhood members (l-r) Alycia Harris,
Helene Philips, Shari Neuberger and Barbara Thomas
attended the Fifth Biennial Convention of the Northeast
District of Women of Reform Judaism in Albany. They
will report on the convention at a Sisterhood program
on Sunday, February 26, at 11 am, at Temple Concord, 9
Riverside Dr., Binghamton.
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Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
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• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
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other Nutritional Supplements!
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Off the Shelf

Lying, biblical style

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Although the laws of the Torah clearly encourage people
to speak the truth, many biblical figures– including the
patriarchs and matriarchs – lie. Everyone from Adam to
Moses either tells an untruth or lies by omission. In his book,
“When a Lie is Not a Sin: The Hebrew Bible’s Framework
for Deciding” (Jewish Lights Publishing), Rabbi Dennis S.
Ross explores biblical lies in context and offers lessons on
how to discover when it’s permissible to tell a lie.
Ross notes that not all lies are punished in the Bible.
For example, “when Abraham and Sarah decide to lie

Online course about Jewish
folklore

The YIVO Institute for Jewish Research is
offering the online course “Folksong, Demons,
and the Evil Eye.” It explores Jewish music,
folktales, rituals and superstitions from Eastern Europe and
seeks to bridge a crucial gap in studies of Jewish history.
The course explores Jewish culture through the lens of
Jewish folklore, which transcends national borders and
large periods of time. Led by Itzik Gottesman – who is
considered one of the world’s foremost experts on Yiddish
and folklore – it’s one of the first online courses about Yiddish culture and history, and makes available rare artifacts
from the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research’s vast archive.
Students can work at their own pace. Registering allows
access to the course video and activities, an opportunity to
explore YIVO’s archival and library collections, and to join
the discussion forum to meet up with students and faculty.
Those who complete the course will receive a YIVO certificate.
For more information or to register, visit www.yivo.
org/Folklore-of-Ashkenaz.

about their marriage with ‘We’re sibs,’ the Hebrew Bible
not only smiled on that lie, it goes on to brag that the early
Hebrews are eventually blessed to walk away from that
incident with a caravan full of swag.” On the other hand,
in Exodus 23:7, God tells the Israelites to “keep far from a
falsehood.” Can these two parts of the text be reconciled?
Before discussing this idea, Ross explores an essential
question about the biblical text itself: Did the events in
the Torah actually occur? If not, then some say that any
debate is irrelevant because the text itself is a falsehood.
However, Ross believes that the Torah tells a different type
of truth than that found in academia: it teaches spiritual
and moral truths. He notes, “The Hebrew Bible’s truth is
not like the scientific truth that tells us when water freezes
or boils, what the earth is made of, and how the weather
came to be. The Hebrew Bible’s truth is not the historical
truth that pinpoints what happened in ancient times – who,
where, what, when, how, or why.” He believes that whether
or not the events actually happened is less important than
the lessons we can learn from them.
The central section of the book looks at the biblical
text, focusing on everything from “little lies” (white lies,
embellishments, half-truths, paternalistic lies, etc.) to “big
lies” (lying to protect oneself, lying to get ahead, lying to
hurt others, etc.). Ross notes that even God tells white lies,
for example, when God doesn’t tell Abraham that Sarah
said he was too old to have another child. He also notes
that ancient rabbis discussed when lies can be told so that
someone’s feelings aren’t hurt. One rabbinic debate focuses
on whether or not one should tell a bride she’s beautiful if
she’s not. The majority opinion is that the person should
lie. However, Ross suggests that the reason the opposing
opinion (not to lie) also appears in the rabbinic text is to
remind people that there are situations when the truth
should be told – for example, a friend telling the bride the
truth about how she looks in a dress in order to prevent
her from being embarrassed in public.
Ross does note that even when telling these types of lies,
it’s important to consider the possible ramifications. For
example, lying can cause hard feelings and almost destroy

a family, as seen in the Jacob story: When Jacob pretends to
be Esau in order to receive their father’s blessing, Esau is
so furious, he’s ready to kill his brother. In order to prevent
this from happening, Jacob is sent to his mother Rebecca’s
family to live. Lying also affects Jacob’s life there: Rebecca’s
brother Laban gives his oldest daughter, Leah, to Jacob as
a bride rather than the daughter he promised. That lie also
affects Leah: she is the unloved wife who seeks comfort
by having children. Ross looks at rabbinic interpretations
of these texts, with some rabbis condemning the behavior
and others finding ways to excuse what occurred.
In the concluding section of his work, Ross uses the
biblical text to create a framework for deciding whether
or not to tell a lie. For example, he offers questions one
should consider before speaking:
 “What if I told the truth?”
 “Is a law or code of ethics involved?”
 “Have I considered a test of publicity?” – meaning,
what would happen if one is discovered to have told a lie?
 “Am I prepared to take responsibility?”
 “Am I under duress?”
 “How would I feel if someone lied to me like this?”
 “After the fact: Do I express repentance and ask
forgiveness?”
For Ross, one of the most important things for a person
to consider is whether or not he is lying to himself about
his reasons for speaking a falsehood. Even if someone does
feel the need to lie, he should acknowledge what is really
occurring. Ross also believes that we need to struggle with
the texts where God lies because those instances don’t
necessarily excuse any falsehoods we tell. To put this in
perspective, he discusses his work in medical ethics, which
provides a practical framework to the questions raised.
“When a Lie is Not a Sin” does succeed in offering
readers a way to understand how lying can affect our
lives. Placing the discussion in a biblical and rabbinical
context helps present Jewish approaches to the problem.
The book is easy to read, although those unfamiliar with
the biblical elements will need to keep a Bible handy in
order to understand the tales in context.

LEGAL NOTICE

______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
DAJAMA, LLC
Articles of Organization were filed
with the NY State Dept. of State,
Division of Corporations and State
Records on October 25, 2016. Office
and principal business location: 133
Rogers Road, Port Crane, Broome
County, New York. Secy. of State
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served and shall mail process to:
133 Rogers Road, Port Crane, NY
13833, principal business address of
the LLC, Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Murfreesboro, LLC,
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 12/1/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
LLC agent upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to: LLC,
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905,
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose:
A ny L aw f u l P u r p o s e. D a te o f
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Columbus, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
12/16/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Peoria, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
12/7/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Brighton, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
12/16/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________

is Broome County.
5.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any process against the
LLC served upon him or her
is: 698 Big Hollow Road,
Deposit, NY 13754.

6.
Notice of Formation of 81 North
Media Group, LLC. The date of filing
of the Articles of organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was 10/6/16. The County in which
the principal place of business shall
be located is Broome County. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to United States Corporation Agents,
INC, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202,
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution:
None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC.
Name: Binghamton Lacrosse Camp,
LLC. Articles of Organization were
filed with the Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on 12/16/2016.
Office location: Broome County. SSNY
has been designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to the LLC, 1 Ely Park
Blvd 6-2, Binghamton, NY 13905.
Purpose: To engage in any lawful act.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Deposit
Lawn Care Services LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is December
22, 2016.

3.

The date of existence of the
LLC is January 1, 2017.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is to be located

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of
Olive Street, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 70 Olive Street, Johnson
City, NY 13790. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Beagell Family, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was January 11, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served. The

To place your
legal notice,
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thereportergroup.org
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Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
_____________________
Notice of Formation of
Hopkins Forestry, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 1/04/2017.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 1114 East Maine Road,
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the limited liability
company is: HILLSIDE FLOWER
GIRLS, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
January 3, 2017. The County in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of
any process against the Company to
2153 Farm to Market Road, Johnson
City, New York 13790. The purpose of
the business of the Company is any
lawful business purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Lifestream
Nutritionals LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/06/17. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 300 Main St., Ste. #3,
Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of MDM James,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC

upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd.,
Binghamton, NY 13903. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Mentor, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated LLC agent upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Centerville, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated LLC agent upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Lennox, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated LLC agent upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Indianapolis, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/9/17.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated LLC agent upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
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Why Trump’s universalizing of the Holocaust
matters to the Jews

By Andrew Silow-Carroll
(JTA) – Where’s Jared Kushner?
Supporters of President Donald Trump
have often defended his election campaign
against charges of antisemitism by noting he has an Orthodox Jewish daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren.
Jews on the right are excited about Kushner’s role as a
special adviser to the president, assuming he’ll be their
advocate on Israel and other Jewish issues. Jews on the
left hope Kushner, whose parents were longtime donors
to the Democratic Party, will be a check on Trump’s most
conservative impulses.
But although most reports put Kushner at the center of
White House decision-making, he mostly remains a cipher,
not only on Jewish issues, but on Trump’s entire agenda.
Nowhere was that more apparent than in the controversy
kicked up by a White House statement on January 27 to
commemorate International Holocaust Remembrance Day
that made no mention of the Jews killed by the Nazis and
in whose memory the day was created. Where was Jared
when the statement was written and released?
On a day in which Trump also began closing America’s
doors to refugees from various Muslim countries, this
debate might seem like the most parochial example of
Jewish infighting and special pleading. But the question
of the “universality” of the Holocaust has haunted Jewish
activism and scholarship for 70 years, and preserving the
uniqueness of the genocide of Europe’s Jews has been a
central tenet of Jewish advocacy and historicity.
On its face, the Trump statement is an emotional appeal
to tolerance drawing on the lessons of the Holocaust.
“It is with a heavy heart and somber mind that we
remember and honor the victims, survivors, heroes of
the Holocaust,” the statement begins. “It is impossible to
fully fathom the depravity and horror inflicted on innocent
people by Nazi terror.”
But the omission of a specific mention of the Jews sets
off alarm bells for those who understand the ways Holocaust
deniers and European nationalists have sought to downplay
the Jewish genocide and shift focus to the suffering of
non-Jewish Poles, Lithuanians, Germans, French and others
during World War II. That was the larger battle being fought
in the 1980s when Jewish groups opposed the construction
of a Catholic chapel in the shadow of Auschwitz. As the
late Edgar Bronfman, then president of the World Jewish
Congress, said at the time, “It is not only a matter of the
Auschwitz convent, but the broader implications of historical revisionism in which the uniqueness of the Holocaust
and the murder of the Jewish people is being suppressed.”
With the rise of nationalism in Europe and the fading of
the survivor generation, the battle against such suppression
has only intensified.
And yet, at least in the 48 hours since the release of
the White House statement, only two groups have been
heard objecting, the Anti-Defamation League – whose
CEO called the omission of Jews “puzzling and troubling” – and the newly assertive Anne Frank Center for
Mutual Respect, whose executive director demanded,
“How can you forget, Mr. President, that six million Jews
were murdered because they were Jews?” Perhaps other
groups couldn’t get statements out in time for Shabbat,
but the silence was conspicuous.
Meanwhile, Ronald Lauder, Bronfman’s successor as
president of the World Jewish Congress, felt compelled to
criticize the ADL and defend Trump. “It does no honor to the
millions of Jews murdered in the Holocaust to play politics
with their memory,” Lauder said in a statement issued on
January 28. “Any fair reading of the White House statement
today on the International Holocaust Memorial Day [sic]
will see it appropriately commemorates the suffering and
the heroism that mark that dark chapter in modern history.”
The phrase “the suffering and the heroism” is oddly
non-specific in a statement from the leader of a group that
fights for the rights of Jewish Holocaust victims. Jewish
leaders and historians never doubted the suffering and
heroism of non-Jews during World War II, but most have
insisted that only the Jews were singled out for complete
annihilation as a race by the Nazis. The Nazis uniquely
put the genocide of the Jewish people as a central goal of
the thousand-year Reich, no less than conquering Europe
and eventually the rest of the world.
“After the Holocaust took away so much from the
Jews, we must not take the Holocaust itself away from the
Jews,” Ron Dermer, Israel’s ambassador to the U.S., said
in remarks on January 27 marking International Holocaust
Remembrance Day at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC.
There is no indication that Dermer was addressing
the White House statement. His speech is an admonition against “universalizing” the Holocaust, directed
not at the revisionists and European nationalists, but
at well-intentioned people for whom “the Holocaust is
primarily a universal story about man’s inhumanity to
man, about the evils of racism and xenophobia, about
how even the most enlightened societies can descend

into darkness and barbarism.”
A “universalized Holocaust, unmoored
from its Jewish anchor, is more than dangerous – it is also immoral,” said Dermer.
“Immoral because the Holocaust took everything from its
Jewish victims. It took their homes and their valuables.
It took their freedom and their dignity. And ultimately, it
took their lives and their future. We must not compound
the unimaginable crimes of the past by perpetrating an
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unspeakable crime in the present.”
Dermer invoked the late Elie Wiesel repeatedly in his talk,
and the revered Auschwitz survivor was a fierce defender
of the “uniqueness” argument. “Not all victims were Jews,
but all Jews were victims,” he famously wrote. International
Holocaust Remembrance Day was established by the United
Nations and is marked on the day Auschwitz was liberated
in large part to counter the “de-Judaization” of the Shoah.
See “Holocaust” on page 7

Catering
Extra Parking in Rear
WIFI

Lunch Combo $8.54

11:30am - 4:00pm
Your Choice of 1 Sandwich (Beef/Chicken Shawarma or Falafel)
1 Side (Salad, French Fries or Rice)
and any drink out of the fridge
Call 15 minutes in advance and your order will be ready to pick up

3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal, NY

607-217-5288

WWW.BASHASGRILL.COM
We Deliver! Hours: Mon-Wed: 11:30am - 8pm • Thurs-Sat: 11:30am - 9pm • Closed Sunday

7 Court St., Suite 3, Binghamton, NY 13901 • (607)722-0039
www.citreapizza.com

COME ENJOY OUR
WOODFIRE OVEN PIZZAS & SMALL PLATES!
Open daily at 4pm
Lunch at Citrea
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 11:30am til 2pm
Open for brunch Saturday and Sunday at 11am
(Now accepting American Express)

Gift Cards Available
x

Bring Your Own Wine
Rocket Center
584 Upper Court Street
Binghamton, NY 13904

Tel. 607.775.9499
Fax. 607.775.9000

Mon. - Fri. 11-9
Sat. 12-9
Closed Sundays

ORTESE

Restaurant
Italian-American
Cuisine

Try Our Famous Steaks, Prime Rib,
Thick Pork Chops, Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Including Homemade Pasta Dishes & Desserts.

Complete Menu for
Take-Out & Pizza 723-6477
For Dinner Reservations Call 723-6440

Hours: Mon. 11:30 am -10 pm • Tues. Closed
Wed.–Thurs. 11:30 am -10 pm • Fri.– Sat. 11:30 am -11 pm
Sun. 12 - 9 pm

117 Robinson St. on Binghamton’s East Side

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

All Major Credit Cards

www.corteserestaurant.com
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“Please, take anything you want”

Bo, Exodus 10:1-13:16
Imagine that your neighbor has poisoned your water
supply, killed several of your animals, destroyed parts of
your property and, in general, made your life miserable.
Now imagine the neighbor does one last horrible thing: he
kills your oldest child. Afterward, he tells you he’s going
to move, but would you please give him your TV, jewelry
and any cash on hand before he does? What would your
answer be? Would you be so grateful to get rid of him that
you’d be willing to give him almost anything to leave you
in peace? Would you say, “Please, take anything you want.
Just leave us alone”?
While this is not a perfect analogy to what occurs in
Egypt when Moses, God and Pharaoh fight over releasing
the Israelites from slavery, to the average Egyptians – the
ones who didn’t own slaves and had no input into Pharaoh’s

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR, THE REPORTER GROUP
policies – the Israelites could have seemed like those awful
neighbors. So, when in Exodus 12:35, the Israelites “asked
the Egyptians for vessels of gold, vessels of silver and clothing,” they might have been willing to hand over their worldly
goods. However, how willing they really were could be
debated, since the text also says, “And God gave the people
favor in the eyes of the Egyptians so they gave them what
they asked.” (Exodus 12:36) However, by that point in time,
I imagine the Egyptians would have done almost anything,
if only the Israelites and their God would leave them alone.
Some commentators claim that this plundering of Egyptian
goods was justified as payment for the years of slavery, even
though the money should have come from Pharaoh, who was
their owner. However, you could also claim that everyone in
Egypt benefitted from the slavery, so spreading the payment

across the land was justified. The Egyptians also might have
given the goods willingly because they were afraid of what
would happen if they didn’t. Was another plague possible?
Would even more people and animals have died?
Future events show a good reason for their concern.
Pharaoh reneges on his promise to release the Israelites,
but, by that time, they’ve already left the country. His
attempt to bring them back to Egypt results in the deaths
of his soldiers and horses, who drown in the Sea of Reeds.
So it makes sense that the other Egyptians were afraid
everyone might die if they didn’t do what the Israelites
commanded. Losing some of your worldly goods in order
to escape possible death must have sounded like a good
deal. Better to let the Israelites go. Better even to pay them
to leave, if only to save what remained.

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, February 3..................................................5:05 pm
Shabbat, February 4...................................................9 am
..................................................... Mincha/Maariv 6:25 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., February 5....................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., February 6-10............................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., February 5....................................................5:10 pm
Mon.-Thurs., February 6-9.........................................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, February 11, Jeff Platsky will be the
speaker at the February Shabbat luncheon, which will
be held following services at the synagogue. He will
speak on “Facing Fakery: Journalism’s Challenge.”
The entire community has been invited to attend. (see
article on page 1.)

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when
religious school is in session.

On Friday, February 3, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and
Jason Flatt.
On Saturday, February 4, at 9 am, there will be religious
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 10:35 am,
there will be family Shabbat services led by the bet class,
with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jason Flatt. A
potluck lunch will follow, and all will be welcome to attend.
On Sunday, February 5, from 10 am-2 pm, there will be
a Temple Concord Sisterhood rummage sale. A buy-one,
get-one free special will be available on men’s wear.
On Tuesday, February 7, at 10 am, the Tuesday Morning
Book Club at Temple Concord will meet.
On Friday, February 10, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services, with Visual Tefillah, led by Rabbi Barbara
Goldman-Wartell and Jason Flatt.
On Saturday, February 11, at 9 am, there will be religious
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 10:35 am,
there will be family Shabbat services led by Rabbi Barbara
Goldman-Wartell and Jason Flatt.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd.
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly.
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call
the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Friday, February 3, light candles......................... 5:03 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, February 4..................... 6:05 pm
Friday, February 10, light candles....................... 5:12 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, February 11................... 6:14 pm

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, February 4, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Art Siegel, Howard Schwartz
and Steve Gilbert. The Torah portion will be Exodus
10:1-13:16. The haftarah will be Jeremiah 46:13-28.
Bima guest will be Jennifer Schutzer.
On Sunday, February 12, from 10 am-noon, there will
be a learning session with Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown.
The topic will be “Shema and its Blessings: Where does
it fit in? What do you mean ‘and its blessings?’”
On Tuesday, February 14, at 7 pm, there will be a
Sisterhood meeting.
On Sunday, February 19, at 10 am, there will be a
Sisterhood hamantashen baking project. For any questions, contact Lynne Green at lgreen816@yahoo.com.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office 10 days or more before
the date to provide enough time to send out an e-mail notice
to encourage attendance in order to make up a minyan.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, February 3-4, the Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El will celebrate the 99th anniversary of Women’s
League for Conservative Judaism. TBE women will lead
services at 8 pm on February 3, followed by an oneg Shabbat,
and at 10 am on February 4, followed by a kiddush luncheon.
On Saturday, February 4, Tot Shabbat will be held at
11:15 am and a Havdalah gathering at 6:15 pm.
On Saturday, February 11, Shabbat Yeladim services
will be held at 11:15 am.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a
national association with over 30 member communities and
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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You wouldn’t know that from the White House statement. White House spokeswoman Hope Hicks doubled
down on the statement in light of the criticism, telling
CNN’s Jake Tapper, “Despite what the media reports,
we are an incredibly inclusive group, and we took into
account all of those who suffered.” She also shared a
Huffington Post UK article describing the “gay people,
priests, gypsies, people with mental or physical disabilities, communists, trade unionists, Jehovah’s Witnesses,
anarchists, Poles and other Slavic peoples” who were
“targeted” by the Nazis.
The Jews’ insistence on the uniquely Jewish aspect of
the Holocaust has often been turned against them, with
accusations that it is meant to deny the suffering of others
or to somehow shield Israel from criticism. These have
been recurring themes both on the far right and the far left.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Iran reportedly tests ballistic missile,
defying U.N. resolution
Iran conducted a ballistic missile test on Jan. 29 that
appears to violate a United Nations resolution, U.S. officials
reportedly said. Iran launched the Khorramshahr medium-range ballistic missile at a well-known test site out of
the city of Semnan, about 140 miles east of Tehran, Fox
News reported. The missile flew about 600 miles before
exploding in an apparent failed test of a reentry vehicle.
U.N. Resolution 2231, which was put in place after the
nuclear deal between world powers and Iran was signed in
July 2015, forbids the Islamic Republic from conducting
ballistic missile tests for eight years. Israeli Ambassador
to the U.N. Danny Danon called on the international
community to respond to Iran’s latest “aggression.” “Iran
has once again defied Security Council resolutions and
revealed its true intentions. The international community
must not bury its head in the sand in the face of this Iranian
aggression,” Danon said. “The Security Council members
must act immediately in response to these Iranian actions
which endanger not only Israel, but the entire Middle East.”

U.N. chief:“clear” that Temple Mount
was home to Jewish temple

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
who assumed office on Jan. 1, said it is “completely clear”
that Jerusalem’s Temple Mount was home to the ancient
Jewish Temple. Guterres told Israel Radio on Jan. 27 that it
is “completely clear the Temple that the Romans destroyed
in Jerusalem was a Jewish temple,” referring to the second
of the two Jewish Temples. He added that there is “no doubt”
that Jerusalem is holy to all three Abrahamic religions.
Guterres’s comments comes amid ongoing Palestinian
attempts to erase the Jewish connection to Jerusalem. Last
October, the U.N. cultural body UNESCO passed two Palestinian-backed resolutions ignoring Jewish and Christian
claims to the holy sites in Jerusalem. Palestinian officials
quickly condemned Guterres’s remarks. “[The statements]
are a direct attack on the Palestinian people’s right in the
holy city, biased in favor of the site of occupation, and
akin to granting legitimacy to Israel’s illegal presence in
Jerusalem,” said Fayez Abu Eitah, secretary-general of the
Fatah Revolutionary Council. Ahmad Majdalani, a member
of the Palestine Liberation Organization’s executive committee, told China’s Xinhua News Agency that Guterres’s
comments “ignored UNESCO’s decision that considered
the Al-Aqsa mosque of pure Islamic heritage,” and “violated all legal, diplomatic and humanitarian customs and
overstepped his role as secretary-general…and [he] must
issue an apology to the Palestinian people.”

Israel Space Week takes off with
focus on future Mars mission

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israel Space
Week kicked off on Jan. 29 with dozens of activities
across the country, including this year’s focus on the planet
Mars. Space Week’s activities include simulated missions
to Mars, exhibits on developments in the field of space
exploration, observations, workshops for building model
spaceships, planetarium viewings, astronaut encounters and
more. The initiative is held to commemorate the legacy of
Ilan Ramon, Israel’s first astronaut, who was killed in the
Columbia space shuttle explosion in February 2003. In
the main complex of the Eretz Israel Museum in Tel Aviv,
guests can attempt a series of challenging space missions
that demonstrate what life would be like on Mars and the
challenges future colonizers of the Red Planet will face.
Activities include fixing a space rover that is about to be
sent to Mars, farming fruits and vegetables on Mars, and
a zero gravity simulation. The museum is also hosting an
exhibit on Israeli developments in the field of space exploration. Israeli Science, Technology and Space Minister
Ofir Kunis called Space Week “an opportunity to make
space accessible to the Israeli public as far as possible
and close to home.”

Indeed, by insisting on the universality of the Holocaust,
the Trump statement invited bipartisan condemnation.
Writing for Commentary, former Reagan speechwriter
John Podhoretz said the omission of the Jews is “the culmination of decades of ill feeling that seems to center on
the idea that the Jews have somehow made unfair ‘use’
of the Holocaust and it should not ‘belong’ to them.”
Josh Marshall, editor and publisher of the liberal website
TalkingPointsMemo.com, noted that “it has long been a
trope of Holocaust deniers and white nationalists to insist
that Jews were only incidentally targeted.”
In a different context, Lawrence Summers, when he
was president of Harvard University, distinguished between the antisemitism of “intent” and the antisemitism
of “effect.” Even if the White House Holocaust statement
wasn’t intended to dis the Jews or comfort their enemies,
that doesn’t gainsay its effect. Antisemitism has clung to
the edges of the Trump movement – officially disavowed
by Trump and belied by his ardently pro-Israel stance,
but subtly stoked by some of his associates, speeches
and actions.
Perhaps Jewish critics were being overly sensitive, or
driven by partisan politics, when they wondered if this
wasn’t another dog whistle. Or perhaps Trump wasn’t aware,
as in many things, of the impact of some of his words and
actions, and wasn’t hearing from or listening to the kinds

of people who could steer him away from messages that
had the effect of antisemitism.
Which is where Kushner comes in. He, the grandson
of Holocaust survivors who dedicated their lives to its
memory, must certainly understand the stakes in how
to discuss the Shoah. One of his rare public statements
of the campaign was a full-throated defense of Trump
against charges of antisemitism in which he invoked his
grandparents’ experience during the war. He described in
detail his grandmother’s persecution in the Novogroduk
ghetto, the murders of her brother and sister, and how she
escaped to join the Bielski resistance fighters, where she
met his grandfather.
“I go into these details, which I have never discussed,
because it’s important to me that people understand where
I’m coming from when I report that I know the difference
between actual, dangerous intolerance versus these labels
that get tossed around in an effort to score political points,”
Kushner wrote.
We are a little over a week into the Trump administration.
There’s a learning curve, steeper than most for a president
with no political experience. But Trump has a close adviser
and trusted relative who can help him navigate the often
contentious world of Jewish policy and politics. What we
don’t know yet is if Jared Kushner is willing to play that
role and whether the president is willing to listen.

Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club
The JCC Friendship Club met on January 25 and we
were impressed listening to Erik Jensen talk about the
services provided by the Broome County Council of
Churches. His title is director of community engagements.
His job includes writing grants and fund-raising. He passed
out literature about the different areas the organization
is involved in. It started in 1941 as a Christian faith
organization, but now it includes all faiths. It celebrated
its 75th anniversary in 2016. It sponsors the Children of
Abraham group that involves meetings of Jews, Christians
and Muslims who get together to discuss topics of interest
to all and foster good faith.
A big function of the Council of Churches is the Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse. It provides food
for people through local food pantries. Broome Bounty
picks up food that is still good, but would be discarded
by restaurants and groceries, and gives it to soup kitchens.
The meals are provided for those who might otherwise go
hungry. CHOW Farm grows nutritious and organic produce
to be distributed and help relieve hunger.
There is also a Hospital Ministry to meet the spiritual
needs of patients. The Jail Ministry has an office in the
jail. The Faith in Action Program helps elderly people stay

Actress

Pacific.” This production will be done as a concert with
full script, orchestra and cast, but with minimal staging,
costumes and set.
“When it’s the concert version of a show, that means
the words and music are the most important aspect of the
evening and all the emphasis is placed on making sure the
story is told,” said DeAngelo, who is the director for the
production, as well as playing a lead character.
Roma-DeAngelo and her husband will be playing opposite
each other in the concert. She will play the American nurse,
Ensign Nellie Forbush, while he will be expatriate French
plantation owner Emile de Becque. The character of Nellie
is stationed on a South Pacific island during World War II.
She falls in love with De Becque, only to find out that he
has two mixed-race children from his previous marriage.
The themes of prejudice and romance are explored in this
musical as Nellie must confront her love for Emile, but also
her feelings about his children and the island people.
“The show is chock full of musical standards such as

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home
“A new family tradition”

in their homes, if they want to, with supportive services.
Some of these services are transportation for medical
appointments, grocery shopping and friendly visits. The
Youth Development Program involves those who build
ramps to enable handicapped people who would be home
bound to get out. It is the Ramp it Up Project.
The programs get financial support from NYSEG
and other local groups, as well as donations. One of the
fund-raisers that recognizes people who are outstanding
volunteers is the Lives of Commitment Breakfast, which
will be held this year on Thursday, May 4. The keynote
speaker for the breakfast will be Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, of Temple Concord.
Erik grew up in this area and went to Binghamton High
School, Broome Community College and Cornell University. He worked at the United Way and WSKG before
coming to the Council of Churches. We are lucky to have
Erik, his wife and three children in this community.
Come join us at the Jewish Community Center, 500
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, on Wednesdays at 1:30 pm for
other interesting and informative programs.
Sylvia Diamond
President
Continued from page 1
‘Some Enchanted Evening.’ ‘I’m Gonna Wash That Man
Right Outta My Hair,’ ‘A Wonderful Guy’ and ‘This Nearly
Was Mine,’” said event organizers The production will take
place the weekend of February 17. There will a performance
on Saturday, February 18, at 7 pm, and a matinee on Sunday,
February 19, at 3 pm. For additional performance times,
see the advertisement below on this page.
For more information or to purchase tickets, call 7487363 or visit the Cider Mill Playhouse, 2 Nanticoke Ave.,
Endicott. Tickets are $20 and half of the proceeds will
go to the Fitness Department of the Binghamton Jewish
Community Center.
Jan DeAngelo & Co. presents

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s

Happy Chanukah from

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral
Home
Starring Jan & Shannon
DeAngelo
family tradition”
at The Cider “A
Millnew
Playhouse,
Personal
Service
2 Nanticoke Ave., Endicott,
NY 13760

Personal Service
Professionalism
Experience You Can Trust

Friday, February 17Professionalism
at 7pm
Experience
You Can Trust
Saturday, February
18 at 3 & 7pm
Sunday, February
19
at
3pm
COMPARE OUR PRICES

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton
607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

We
charge
less than other area funeral hom
$20
perfar
ticket

Kurt Enchanted
M. Eschbach,
Funeral Director
To enjoy your “Some
Evening”,
please call The Cider
Mill
Playhouse
box
office
at
483 Chenango Street
Binghamton
(607)748-7363 to purchase
a
ticket
607-722-4023

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Proceeds to benefit the JCC Fitness Department
and The Cider Mill Playhouse

www.HEfuneralhome.com
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Socialist primary winner in France
had backing of antisemites

A left-wing politician in France who was endorsed by the
founders of the country’s Anti-Zionist Party handily defeated
Prime Minister Manuel Valls in the Socialist presidential primaries. Benoit Hamon, who supports dramatically expanding
welfare payments and has called for his party to support Palestinian causes to increase its appeal to Muslim voters, beat his
hard-line challenger on Jan. 29 with 58 percent of the vote in
the second and final round of the balloting. The week of Jan.
27, the comedian Dieudonne M’bala M’bala and the far-right
author Alain Soral – who along with founding the Anti-Zionist
Party both have multiple convictions for Holocaust denial
and inciting racial hatred against Jews – endorsed Hamon
publicly. Hamon disavowed Soral and Dieudonne. Soral
wrote on his website that voting for Hamon was necessary to
“knock Valls out of the race” because he is “a candidate who
swore allegiance to the CRIF and to Israel be it through policy,
media exposure, judicial means or by deploying the police.”
CRIF is the umbrella group of French Jewish communities.
Soral and Dieudonne cited Valls’ commitment to defending

PLUMBING
& HEATING

We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Install, Service & Repair...

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

754-6376

pbaker927@yahoo.com

Jews against antisemitic violence. Valls is married to Anne
Gravoin, a Jewish musician. He is also the only French prime
minister who has said publicly that anti-Zionism is a form of
antisemitism. Hamon will contend in the presidential elections
in May against the hard-line candidate Francois Fillon of The
Republicans party of former President Nicolas Sarkozy, the
far-right candidate Marine Le Pen and Emmanuel Macron,
a centrist independent. The National Bureau for Vigilance
Against Anti-Semitism called on Hamon to react to the endorsement, prompting Hamon to publish a statement about
it two days later. Hamon said he “opposes the deceit of the
far-right and the conspiratorial and antisemitic streams” the
two represent. Hamon supports giving every French adult,
including those who are able to work, but do not do so, a
basic monthly salary. He and Valls clashed repeatedly on the
issue and on bans on wearing Muslim garb in public spaces,
which Valls supports. Valls has accused Hamon of “having an
accommodating approach” to radical Islam. They also have
clashed about Israel. Both Hamon and Valls have expressed
their opposition to attempts to boycott the Jewish state, which
are illegal in France. Hamon in a televised interview in December called the establishment of a Palestinian state the “best
way of ensuring Israel is not attacked by its neighbors.” But in
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Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street
Johnson City
New York 13790
Text/Voice: 607.427.0186
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your ad
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Studio and Classroom
10 Alice Street, Binghamton, NY 13904
Emily@jablonstudios.com/www.jablonstudios.com
607.748.2302
Mosaics, Wind Chimes, Soap Making,
Repurposed Art and more!

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
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Fully Insured
Free
Estimates
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a 2014 interview, he said that supporting the establishment of
such a state was the Socialist Party’s “best way to recuperate
our electorate in the suburbs and the neighborhoods” – code
for Muslim voters– “who did not support the pro-Israeli
position taken by President Francois Hollande.” Hamon had
criticized Valls, too, for “giving in to Israel.”

Canadian Jewish groups, others
condemn attack on Quebec mosque

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs in Quebec and
the World Jewish Congress were among the Jewish and
non-Jewish groups who condemned the attack on a Quebec
mosque during a prayer service that left six dead and eight
wounded. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called
the Jan. 29 night attack on the Quebec City Islamic Cultural Centre, in which gunmen fired on the some 40 people
inside, a “terrorist attack on Muslims,” Reuters reported.
Two suspects – reportedly students at Laval University in
the city – were arrested following the attack in the Quebec
City suburb of Ste-Foy, although the specific reasons behind
the shootings remained unclear. The building, called the
Grand Mosque, has experienced several isolated incidents
of vandalism since its founding five years ago, including a
pig’s head left on its property last June during the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan. One of the victims on Jan. 29
reportedly was a convenience store owner and father of
four who hadstopped by the mosque for evening prayers.
“We condemn this terrorist attack on Muslims in a center
of worship and refuge,” Trudeau said in a statement. “Muslim-Canadians are an important part of our national fabric,
and these senseless acts have no place in our communities,
cities and country.” Rabbi Reuben Poupko, co-chairman
of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, said the Jewish
community “is horrified by the murderous shooting. ...Nothing justifies the murder of innocent civilians assembled in a
place of worship,” he said. WJC President Ronald Lauder in
a statement issued early Jan. 30 called it a “horrific attack”
and called for “those who perpetrated this abhorrent act of
mass murder” to be “brought to justice.” Echoing previous
statements, Lauder said: “We must not be intimidated by
terrorism, but cherish our freedom, including the freedom
to worship. We must defend each other, and we must look
after one another: one religious community after the other,
one country after the other. The scourge of terrorism won’t
be defeated unless we are united in our resolve to defeat
it.” The American Jewish Committee in a statement said it
was “appalled” by the fatal attack. “This was an attack on
Canada, not only on one mosque,” said Robert Silverman,
the group’s director of Muslim-Jewish relations. “Indeed,
it was an attack on any democratic society founded on religious pluralism that today faces threats against its Muslim
populations. Our thoughts are with the families of the worshippers senselessly murdered, and with the injured, who are
in need of our prayers.” President Reuven Rivlin of Israel
joined other world leaders in condemning the attack, first
tweeting: “Thoughts & prayers with the Canadian people,
@GGDavidJohnston, PM @JustinTrudeau, after the horrific
attack on a house of prayer in #Quebec.”

List of Auschwitz commanders and
guards posted online

A list of the names of Nazi SS commanders and guards who
served at the Auschwitz concentration camp was published
online. The list, believed to be the most complete ever, went
online on Jan. 30 on the website http://en.truthaboutcamps.
eu/. The list was prepared by the Polish Institute of National
Remembrance in cooperation with the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial and Museum. A presentation on the project was
offered on Jan. 30 during a conference in Krakow. Among
those on hand were Jaroslaw Szarek, director of the Institute
of National Remembrance, and Piotr Cywinski, director of
the Auschwitz museum. The database also provides the SS
staff members’ personal data, including date and place of
birth, service number, date of arrival to and departure from
the camp, education and citizenship. Photographs of some of
the SS officers are shown and, in the case of those who were
tried in courts after the war, their court records. Cywinski
said the database “is the result of a several-generations-long
investigation started immediately after the war by the commissions prosecuting criminals, and then continued in the
Auschwitz Museum. The Germans before escaping the
camp exported and burned the camp administration records.
They destroyed most of the documents.” Szarek called the
posting of the list a historic day. “This base is the beginning
of a large project,” he said at the conference. “We start with
Auschwitz, but we are planning to expand this list also to
other German Nazi concentration camps.” In 1941, the SS
garrison in Auschwitz had about 700 members, in June 1942
about 2,000, in April 1944 about 3,000, and in August 1944
about 3,300. In mid-January 1945, in connection with the
final evacuation of Auschwitz, there were 4,480 SS members
and 71 SS female overseers. The database does not include
personal data of Wehrmacht staff used in some subcamps
and external commandos as support staff and sentries of the
Ukrainian military company. There also is no data of nurses
of the German Red Cross who were not SS members. Earlier
in January, the Auschwitz museum appealed to Germans and
Austrians for personal SS documents, photographs, personal
letters or any other materials relating to the staff of the camp.

