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Rabbi Rachel Esserman will review three 
novels at a Temple Concord Sisterhood pro-
gram on Sunday, January 29, at 1 pm, at 9 
Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The community 
has been invited to attend. The fee will be 
$3. Reservations should be made by Friday, 
January 27, by contacting Sisterhood Adult 
Education/Programming Chairwoman Ani 
Loew by leaving a message or a text at 761-

Registration is still being accepted for 
the JLI winter course, “The Dilemma: 
Modern Conundrums. Talmudic Debates. 
Your Solutions.” The course will be offered 
on Mondays at 7 pm, beginning January 30, 
and Wednesdays at 9:30 am, beginning on 
February 1.

“If you are looking to explore cutting 
edge ethical quandaries precipitated by the 
latest in technological breakthroughs and 
are interested in the Jewish take through an 

TC Sisterhood book review program on Jan. 29
3122 or by e-mailing aniloew@gmail.com. 
Refreshments will be served. The snow date 
will be Sunday, February 5.

Esserman will review three books: “Here 
I Am” by Jonathan Safran Foer, “Judas” 
by Amos Oz and “The Girl in Venice” by 
Martin Cruz Smith.

“I’m looking forward to reading these 
three very different novels that were among 

the most anticipated of the fall 2016 book 
season,” said Esserman. “They cover a 
wide variety of topics so there should be 
something of interest for everyone. I love 
doing this review for Sisterhood and am 
looking forward to the event,” she added.

“Here I Am” is a new novel about the con-
flicting duties of being father, husband and 
son, as well as being Jewish and American.

“Judas” is a love story and deals with 
coming of age. It also looks at what it 
means to be an Israeli. The novel is set in 
the late 1950s.

“The Girl in Venice” is set in Venice in 1945, 
when a fisherman discovers the still living 
body of a Jewish woman floating in a lagoon. 
He faces a moral dilemma about helping the 
woman or turning her over to the Nazis.

JLI “Dilemma” course still accepting registration
examination of ancient texts, this course 
is for you!” asserted Rivkah Slonim, the 
course instructor. “This is going to be mind 
expanding, challenging and fun.”

The course fee will be $79, or $140 
for couples or multiple sign ups. The fee 
includes the course textbook. Participants 
have been urged to register soon by writ-
ing Slonim at rslonim@JewishBU.com, 
calling Chabad at 797-0015 or visiting 
www.myJLI.com.

“‘The Dilemma’ examines fascinating, 
real-life conundrums; situations in which 
your gut instinctively responds one way, 
but your brain tells you quite the opposite,” 
explained Rabbi Zalman Abraham of JLI’s 
Brooklyn headquarters. “To solve these 
dilemmas, participants are asked to break 
into study groups and explore hair-splitting 
Talmudic arguments that participants then 
debate and apply to solve the cases using 
new, interactive polling technology.”

“The Dilemma” is accredited in New 
York State for continuing legal education 
credits for attorneys and others in legal pro-
fessions. Like all JLI programs, this course 
is designed to appeal to people at all levels 
of knowledge, including those without any 
prior experience or background in Jewish 
learning. All JLI courses are open to the 
public, and attendees need not be affiliated 
with a particular synagogue, temple or other 
house of worship.

A concert version of Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s “South Pacific” will take place 
on Saturday, February 18, at 7:30 pm and 
Sunday, February 19, at 2:30 pm at the Cider 
Mill Playhouse, 2 Nanticoke Ave., Endicott. 
Proceeds from the concert, which will fea-
ture Shannon DeAngelo as Nellie Forbush 
and Jan DeAngelo as Emile DeBecque, will 
benefit the Jewish Community Center and 
the Cider Mill Playhouse. 

“The concert will featured such mu-
sical favorites as “I’m Gonna Wash That 
Man Right Outa My Hair,’ ‘Happy Talk,’ 
‘Some Enchanted Evening’ and ‘Carefully 
Taught,’” said organizer of the benefit. 
“It also features two of our community’s 
favorite performers Shannon DeAngelo as 
Nellie Forbush and Jan DeAngelo.” 

For more information, to reserve a seat 

Save the date

Theater performances to 
benefit JCC

or learn of additional show times, call the 
Cider Mill Playhouse box office at 748-7363 
and reserve your seat.

 Shannon and Jan DeAngelo

Affordable Care Act repeal effort sends jitters 
through Jewish service groups

Protestors rallied in support of the Affordable Care Act in 
Philadelphia on December 20.  (Photo by Lisa Lake/Getty 
Images for Moveon.org)

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Before the Afford-

able Care Act was passed in 2010, Jewish 
Family Service of Metro Detroit organized 
local doctors to provide free care to Jews 
who lacked health insurance. The Detroit 
agency closed the doctors’ program after 
enactment of the health care law, also 
known as Obamacare, and instead worked 
to enroll people in health insurance, either 
through Medicaid or the state insurance 
exchange. The organization, which focuses 
on providing mental health care and finan-
cial aid to disadvantaged Jewish families, 
has enrolled some 10,000 people in health 
insurance through the ACA.

But now that Obamacare could be 
repealed, the Detroit agency may have to 
organize doctors once again. Its CEO, Perry 
Ohren, expects more families to seek emer-
gency financial aid if they lose coverage. 
“People will be hurting and they will have 
more expenses,” Ohren said. “We have an 
inverse relationship to the economy. When 
things go south, our business goes up.”

As Congress moves to repeal and possibly 
replace the health care law, the more than 
100 Jewish Family Service agencies across 
the country are grappling with the question 
of what will happen once it’s gone. Even as 
some JFS executives are lobbying Congress 
to maintain some of the law’s protections, 

others are planning for a future 
where philanthropy and state 
government will have to fill in 
where Obamacare once was.

Early January 12, Repub-
licans in Congress voted on a 
budget measure that will move 
the repeal process forward. 
It remains unclear what will 
replace the it, as well as when 
that replacement would be 
passed. At a January 11 news 
conference, President-elect 
Donald Trump spoke of a plan 
to repeal and replace the ACA, 
but offered no details.

JFS agencies also receive 
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements for the 
counseling services they provide. According 
to the Jewish Federations of North America, 
whose local affiliates provide subsidies to JFS 
agencies, Jewish communal agencies receive a 
total of $6 billion a year from Medicaid, which 
was expanded under the ACA, as well as $1.5 
billion a year from Medicare, whose coverage 
for seniors was also expanded.

“People are sort of on edge, because there 
are a lot of unknowns,” said Reuben Rot-
man, executive director of JFS of MetroWest 
New Jersey. “We feel it too, and this is all 
happening very, very, very quickly, so our 
options for how we can allay that uncertainty 
are really – we don’t even know yet what 
the true story is.”

Even under the existing law, some in-
dividuals have had to rely on community 
support to pay high premiums or get special 
treatments. Sheryl Grossman, 41, has Bloom 
syndrome, a genetic disorder that makes her 
more likely to develop cancer. Grossman 
has already had cancer nine times, and 
relies on the support of her community in 
Baltimore to pay for medicine and doctor’s 
visits. She currently has health insurance 
through a former employer that will last 

until August. If Obamacare is repealed by 
the time she needs to purchase new cover-
age, she expects an individual plan to be too 
expensive for her, even with friends’ help. 
If she is without a plan, she’ll be forced to 
move into an assisted living home.

“If I have to go out and try to get an indi-
vidual health insurance policy, I won’t be able 
to get it because I have a genetic condition that 
predisposes me to cancer,” she said. “People 
who have pre-existing conditions, a lot of us 
are facing worse health, if not death.”

Repeal would also affect those with dis-
abilities who rely on the law’s protections. 
Jessica Belasco, a rabbinical student at the 
Conservative Jewish Theological Seminary 
who has a congenital muscle disorder, wants 
to do work with Jews with disabilities 
once she graduates, and expected to rely 
on Obamacare for insurance while she 
launches her efforts. “What I have to offer 
in the Jewish world is something based on 
entrepreneurship, and I now do not feel free 
to do that,” she said. “I certainly want to see 
an outcry in the Jewish world about this.”

JFNA is coordinating Jewish leaders na-
tionwide to lobby congressmen to maintain 
See “Jitters” on page 4
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In My Own Words

Antisemitism is defined as hatred of Jews – whether being 
Jewish is considered a religious, ethnic or racial category. 
Since the creation of the state of Israel, there have been 
protests against Israeli policies – some by anti-Zionists, 
who oppose Israel’s existence as a Jewish state, and some 
by Israelis who disagree with their government’s policies. 
The latter are usually peaceful protests, which have been 
done by members of the Israeli left and the Israeli right. 
The problem with most anti-Zionist protests is that they 
often cross the line between antisemitism and anti-Zion-
ism. Even worse are the terrorist actions that result in the 
destruction of property or death.

What brought these thoughts to mind was a recent Ger-
man court ruling about an arson attempt at a synagogue 
in Wuppertal in 2014. The court upheld a previous ruling 

Is it antisemitism or anti-Israeli policies?
that when three German Palestinians set fire to the local 
synagogue, their action was not antisemitic. Instead, the 
court said that the action was an anti-Israel statement – a 
protest against Israeli action in Gaza. To make this clear: 
the three men set fire to a synagogue in Europe to protest 
actions that had taken place in a country about 2,722 miles 
away. (According to Google, that’s the distance between 
Wuppertal and Jerusalem.)

Please know that I’m not suggesting that any destruc-
tion of property is justified, but it’s important to note 
that these men didn’t attack the Israeli embassy. They 
didn’t attack a store or business run by Israelis. They 
didn’t attack a store or business that sold Israeli products. 
They attacked a Jewish religious site. To say this action 
is anti-Israeli policy is to say it’s OK to burn a Catholic 

church in Binghamton to protest a decision made by the 
Italian government. I can’t imagine anyone thinking that 
was OK, but there seems to be a different standard when 
it comes to Jews and Israel.

The articles I read about the attack couldn’t help but 
note the last time that particular synagogue was burned: 
it was 1938 when Nazis torched the building. The state of 
Israel was still a dream then, so no one in their right mind 
can say that the Nazi arson was based on a dislike of Israeli 
policies. It was pure and simple antisemitism – an attack 
on a Jewish site based on hatred of Jews. Unfortunately, 
to the German court, crying “politics” makes it OK to 
damage Jewish property. One has to wonder if the court 
would have been OK if anyone had died, or if it would 
have made a difference whether or not they were Jewish.

Bomb threats won’t derail the vital activity of JCCs
By David Posner

This column was written before approximately 30 Jewish 
Community Centers received bomb threats on January 18. 
For more information, see news brief on page 5.

(JTA) – A bomb threat is never an inconsequential thing. 
But 16 in one day is inconceivable – at least it was until 
January 9. That’s when 16 Jewish Community Centers in 
nine states received calls threatening a bomb on site.

While the bombs turned out to be hoaxes, the calls 
themselves were not. They were designed to create a kind of 
disruptive terror in places that serve as visible community 
hubs of activity.

The JCCs affected stretched from Florida to New Jersey, 
where the temperature was 11 degrees and, once evacuated 
to ensure their safety, JCC participants had to wait outside 
in the frigid air. Everyone from the youngest souls to the 
frailest and elderly had to leave.

If there was a method to the callers’ (or caller’s – the 
FBI is now investigating these incidents) madness, it was 
one meant to strike at the heart of normalcy and everyday 
activities, to sow uncertainty and fear in places we love 
and feel most safe.

JCCs handled the situation professionally, taking the 
advice of security staff and local law enforcement and ex-
ecuting well-rehearsed safety plans. JCCs were able to do 
this seamlessly, working together with police and reopening 
by the end of the day. It is a testament to the professionals 
who work at these community institutions across the country, 
and the millions of people who walk through the doors of 
JCCs every day and depend on them as safe spaces to gather, 
learn, play and find meaning.

JCC Association of North America works closely with 
JCCs across the continent, encouraging them to develop 
security protocols, ones we hope they never have to use. 

But we live now in uncertain times, and expressions of 
antisemitism have been on the rise around the globe.

The safety of local JCC members is always the top priority. 
As the convening organization of JCCs across the continent, 
we work closely with the Secure Community Network, which 
was established in the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
to address security concerns in the Jewish community. SCN 
has a close relationship with the Department of Homeland 
Security, and that partnership becomes critical in situations 
like the ones we dealt with this week.

Unfortunately, all Americans and faith-based groups, 
not just Jewish organizations, recognize that this is our 
reality – that today, any public space or gathering may be 
a target. We were recently reminded of the 2015 massacre 
at a Charleston church that left nine dead with the sen-
tencing of its perpetrator. And far too regularly Muslim 
communities in America confront threats, hate letters and 
other anti-Muslim bigotry, abuse and even violence. The 
FBI figures for 2015 showed an overall increase of six 
percent for hate crimes. According to the report, released 
in November, acts against Jews still top the list, comprising 
51.3 percent of all hate crimes.

And so, we are committed to continuing to support our 
JCCs, which play a vital role in the lives of their local 
communities and in Jewish life. And to help guide their 
missions as inclusive, engaging community gathering 
places that are safe for all, we will continue to help them 
liaise with local and federal law enforcement to develop 
thorough plans specific to their organizations, buildings 
and communities.

It is a harsh but wise reality that all JCCs have such 
structures and relationships in place, and are spending more 
time and money on security than ever before.

None of us wants to think of this as the new normal. 

And none of the JCCs targeted do. They are all back at 
work, doing what they do best – serving those who come 
looking for community.

Each JCC seeks to model within its walls the kind of 
community they wish their wider ones –  both Jewish and 
general – will be. Values we embrace such as welcoming 
guests, treating all with respect and dignity, doing right 
by people and understanding the communal responsibility 
in raising the next generation are universal. JCCs under-
stand that the well-being of the Jewish people is based 
on interaction between diverse groups of Jews, and that 
we benefit, and benefit from, our larger communities. No 
threat of terror will change that.

The JCC movement was founded a century ago this year. 
The impetus was to support the needs of the Jewish commu-
nity, many new immigrants and first generation Americans, 
who were learning just what that meant – to be an American. 
As Jews, though, they weren’t always welcome in institu-
tions designed broadly for the community, and JCCs were 
there to serve their cultural, social and recreational needs.

In the 100 years since, JCCs have evolved to meet not 
only Jewish needs, but to serve their communities more 
broadly. Informed by Jewish values, they are warm and 
welcoming to all.

And that’s where we were January 9, when the calls 
began. JCCs are places where people want to be. They are 
filled with joy, creativity, knowledge and the endless possi-
bilities of doing something new. In hundreds of cities and 
towns across this continent, they are places where we still 
have face-to-face interactions in a social media universe.

And it’s a loud and vibrant conversation, one that we 
won’t allow any amount of threatening calls to disrupt.

David Posner is vice president for strategic performance 
at JCC Association of North America.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Israeli official outlines plans to build artificial island off 
Gaza Strip as port for Palestinians

Israeli Transportation Minister Yisrael Katz presented regional plans to the country’s 
security cabinet on Jan. 22, including a proposal to be build an artificial island off the coast 
of the Gaza Strip to serve as a port for Palestinians. Katz’s proposal calls for building an 
artificial island linked by a bridge to Gaza to give the Palestinians an outlet to the world 
without endangering Israeli security. The island would also include a desalination and elec-
trical plant. According to The Jerusalem Post, Katz’s plans are among a “growing number 
of ideas for addressing the Palestinian issue that have emerged from ministers and Knesset 
members in recent weeks coinciding with the change of government in Washington.” Katz 
also proposed linking Israel’s rail lines with Jordan to allow Arab governments to the east, 
including the Palestinian Authority, to transport their goods to Haifa for global shipment. 
At the same time, Katz called for the establishment of a “greater Jerusalem” that would 
expand the capital’s borders to include sovereignty over neighboring Jewish settlements. 
“This plan strengthens Israel’s position and improves the situation in the region and does 
not preclude the possibility of negotiations or arrangements in the future,” Katz said.

Israeli Cabinet delays Ma’ale Adumim annexation vote, 
Amona outpost deal falters

The Israeli Cabinet decided to delay a vote on a bill for Israel to annex the Jerusalem suburb 
of Ma’ale Adumim, which lies beyond the 1967 lines, until Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu meets with President Donald Trump. According to Netanyahu, the Trump administration 
asked for Israel to refrain from any unilateral measures until the leaders’ expected meeting in 
February. “There is no question about Ma’ale Adumim and in any future accord it will be under 
Israeli sovereignty. But right now, at the request of the U.S. administration, we were asked not 
to surprise them, but to formulate a joint policy,” Netanyahu said. Meanwhile, residents of the 
West Bank Jewish outpost of Amona, who had signed a deal with the Israeli government to 
peacefully evacuate their homes ahead of a demolition, now say that Netanyahu and Education 
Minister Naftali Bennett, who helped to craft the deal, have violated their agreement. As such, the 
residents said in a statement that they now oppose the plan to relocate their community and will 
“renew the public struggle” against that plan. The Israeli High Court had ruled that Amona sits 
on privately owned Palestinian land and is therefore illegal. The government originally planned 
to demolish the outpost in late December, but struck a deal to extend the demolition 45 days, 
while relocating some residents to adjacent land and the rest to the nearby settlement of Ofra.
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The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to Debby Lerner on the death of 

her mother,
June Selan

The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to the family of

Gail Weinberg

OF NOTE

Loew
Jake Loew, son of Ani and Jeffrey 

Loew, of Vestal, has been named 
a preseason All-America in selec-
tions by D3baseball.com. Loew is 
a senior at Shenandoah University 
and has been named team captain 
for the upcoming baseball season. 
In 2016, he was the Hornets’ desig-
nated hitter and named second team 
All-America after hitting .373 with 
a team-leading 15 doubles, seven 
triples, six home runs and 55 RBI. Jack Loew

“Jewish Americana” music gets its moment in the spotlight

Doni Zasloff and Eric Lindberg combine Jewish lyrical 
themes with a pure bluegrass sound as the group Nefesh 
Mountain. (Photo courtesy of BAM Photography)

By Gabe Friedman
NEW YORK (JTA) – Saul Kaye never 

wanted to be a “Jewish blues” player. 
In his opinion, the Jewish music he had 
heard growing up in Northern Califor-
nia’s Bay Area ranged from “really bad 
to horrible.”

In 2009, he was touring as a rock 
musician, playing hundreds of shows 
a year with various bands at bars and 
clubs. And though he had never been 
very religious, he experienced a bad 
breakup and felt the need to do something 
spiritually “radical.”

So Kaye decided to take a Talmud 
course at the Mayanot Institute of Jewish 
Studies in Israel. One morning, a fellow 
student approached him and left him with 
an intriguing prophecy. “He says, ‘Saul, 
there’s a reason you’re at a yeshiva and 
you know who Muddy Waters is – you 
have to figure it out,’” Kaye said. “I let 
that marinate for a while and I thought: 
Why is there no Jewish blues music? It 
doesn’t make sense. Our people have 
suffered forever, and blues is about suf-
fering, blues comes out of the slavery 
experience. How come no one has put 
this together yet?”

Eight years later, Kaye is now seen by 
many as the “king” of Jewish blues, having released four 
albums in the genre that range from twangy fingerpicking 
to more uptempo electric rock in the vein of B.B. King. He 
plays more than 100 shows a year at synagogues, Jewish 
conferences and festivals across the country – that’s down 
from the more than 200 shows he was playing a few years 
ago, but that’s because Kaye is now a father of two.

Kaye is part of a growing trend of Jewish musicians who 
combine Jewish spiritual or religious lyrics with Americana 
music – an umbrella term that encompasses genres such as 
blues, bluegrass, folk and country, as well as a distinctly 
homegrown, old-fashioned American sensibility.

Since Jews were viewed as immigrants in the United 

Many of Joe Buchanan’s songs 
are inspired by his conversion to 
Judaism. (Photo by Zach Dalin/
Jewish Rock Radio)

Saul Kaye has released four albums 
of Jewish blues. (Photo courtesy of 
Kaye)

States for a large part of the 20th century 
– and are still widely seen as an ethnic 
“other” in American society – Jewish 
music and Americana, at first glance, 
seem an unlikely mixture. But in addition 
to Kaye, artists such as Nefesh Moun-
tain, a husband-and-wife bluegrass duo 
from New Jersey, and Joe Buchanan, a 
convert to Judaism from Houston who 
plays James Taylor-esque country, are 
gaining in popularity on the national 
Jewish music circuit. Joey Weisenberg, 
a Brooklyn-based prayer leader and 
music teacher, has garnered praise for 
his modern bluesy, indie rock-inspired 
takes on “niggunim,” or traditional Jew-
ish melodies.

These musicians are building upon 
the foundation laid by other artists such 
as Andy Statman (an Orthodox, Gram-
my-winning multi-instrumentalist who 
plays bluegrass with his eponymous trio), 
Jeremiah Lockwood (leader of the band 
The Sway Machinery who is also known 
for his virtuosic blues guitar playing) and 
Klezmatics co-founder Margot Leverett 
(whose group, Margot Leverett and the 
Klezmer Mountain Boys, combines 
klezmer and bluegrass).

Of course, American Jews have 
long incorporated spiritual music with the popular: In the 
1960s and ‘70s, for example, Jewish music icons Shlomo 
Carlebach and Debbie Friedman turned prayers and Jewish 
melodies into folk songs that are still sung today. But the 
signs are indicating that Americana could be having its 
biggest moment in the Jewish community right now. The 
trend follows a train of greater experimentation throughout 
the Jewish music world.

“For a long time, it felt like the only artists that we were 
representing or were out there in congregations were a guy 
or girl with an acoustic guitar, singing acoustic music, sing-
ing Debbie Friedman kind of music,” said Mark Pelavin, 
the chief programming officer for the Union for Reform 

Judaism, which invites groups at the top of the Jewish 
music scene to play for the 5,000 attendees at its biennial.

“I think now there’s an interest in a greater diversity of 
musical styles across the board,” he said. “Some of it’s funkier 
– more drums, bass and loops – and some of it’s twangier. 
There’s a lot of experimentation going on right now.”

Over the past decade, Americana has seen a comeback 
in the broader pop music world. The British band Mumford 
and Sons, which plays a combination of bluegrass, folk and 
indie rock, has sold millions of albums worldwide since 
2009. In 2010, the Grammys instituted a Best Americana 
Album award. And last May, Billboard began devoting an 
album chart to Americana and folk records.

“Jews have always taken popular music and brought it 
into shul because that brings people into shul,” said Kaye, 
who has also begun leading Shabbat services on his tours. 
“There’s been a resurgence in coming back to more organic 
music because it just resonates – wood and strings in a room 

By Israel Hayom staff/Exclusive to JNS.org
A copper smelting site and an ancient wall dating back 

to the 10th century B.C.E. have been excavated at the Timna 
copper mines antiquities site in southern Israel’s Arava 
desert region, lending credence to the biblical story of the 
capture of Edom in the time of King David.

The well-fortified wall once ran for hundreds of meters 
and stood at least five meters (16.5 feet) tall. Many sling 
stones were discovered next to the edifice, which may be 
evidence of the battle mentioned in Samuel 8:13.

“We have plenty of archaeological proof to determine 
that the miners who worked the Timna mines weren’t 
humble slaves, as had been assumed, but rather expert 
miners who oversaw the complex, demanding work by 
apprentices,” said Dr. Erez Ben-Yosef of Tel Aviv Uni-
versity, who headed the biblical archaeology team that 
uncovered the wall. “Today, we are discovering more and 
more evidence of a concentrated, hierarchical society that 
interacted extensively with its neighbors, which matches 
up with texts from the Bible and other sources.”

Deciphering the past

Wall dating back to King David era 
excavated at Israel’s Timna mines

A section of the newly discovered wall at the Timna 
copper mines in southern Israel. (Photo by Dr. Erez 
Ben-Yosef)

See “Music” on page 7
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Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
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New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNMERNEST H. PARSONS

FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Love blossoms in the most unusual places. Sometimes 
it occurs by accident, other times as part of a dedicated 
search for someone special. Two novels – “Along the 
Infinite Sea” by Beatriz Williams (G. P. Putnam’s Sons) 
and “Fever at Dawn” by Peter Gardos (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt) – explore these different ways of falling in love. 

Love during and after the war
However, the path of true love doesn’t always run smoothly 
in times of war or in times of peace.

The action in “Along the Infinite Sea” occurs in two 
time periods: 1966 and 1935-38. In 1966, the single and 
very pregnant Pepper Schuyler sells a vintage Mercedes as 
a way to support herself and her unborn child. She refuses 
to talk to the married politician with whom she had an 
affair or inform her parents of her predicament. Looking 
to escape those representing the politician, who doesn’t 
want her to keep the baby, she finds herself the house guest 
of the woman, Annabelle Dommerich, who bought the 
Mercedes. What intrigues Pepper is that Annabelle claims 
to have used the car to escape the Nazis before bringing 
it to the United States.

The majority of the novel focuses on Annabelle’s life. 
Finally escaping the convent school in which she was 
placed when her mother died, Annabelle finds herself 
acting as a nurse to the Jewish Stefan Silverman, a 
friend of her brother’s who’s wounded in an undefined 
political action. Their love affair is romantic and charm-
ing – along with being sexually explicit. Annabelle is 
naive enough not to ask Stefan questions before running 
away with him. Unfortunately, when they have to part 
for a short time, she learns he’s married and has a child. 
Unwilling to face him, she runs away again, this time 
back to Paris and her father. Finding herself pregnant, 
Annabelle accepts an offer of a marriage from Johann 
von Kleist, a member of an old German family, who 
works for the Nazi government. A widower with several 
children, Johann is so in love with Annabelle that he 
treats her son as if he were his own. However, Stefan 
is not the only man in her life who’s kept secrets and, 
when the former lovers meet at a reception in Paris, life 
will change for all of them.

Although Pepper’s story is well done, it’s the 1930s 
tale that will grab readers’ attention, particularly since it 
forces them to grapple with the morality of each charac-
ters’ actions. Johann and Stefan are both complex, hon-
orable men, yet each represents a very different side of 
Germany. The choices Annabelle must make – the result 

of the most important one is only revealed at the end of 
the novel – add excitement and drama, and transforms 
what could have been a simple romance into a gripping 
tale of suspense.

While the European action in “Along the Infinite 
Sea” happens before Germany invades Poland, “Fever 
at Dawn” opens after the war. Having being released 
from a concentration camp and brought to a hospital 
in Sweden to recover, 25-year-old Miklos is told that 
he only has six months to live. Miklos not only refuses 
to accept the doctor’s diagnosis, but looks toward his 
future by deciding to find a wife. He manages to learn 
the names of Jewish Hungarian women who are also 
recovering in Swedish hospitals and sends handwritten 
letter to all 117 of them in the hope of finding the one 
woman he wants to marry.

Of the women who reply, Miklos quickly decides Lili, 
whose health is also precarious, is the one who will be 
his wife. Since the two are living in hospitals in different 
parts of Sweden, their courtship takes place through the 
letters they exchange. Although they would like to meet, 
Miklos and Lili aren’t allowed to travel without permis-
sion from their doctors, whose ideas of the best interest of 
their patients isn’t the same as that of the courting couple. 
Since the narrator mentions that Miklos is his father in the 
novel’s first sentence, the fun is learning how the two will 
finally meet and marry.

“Fever at Dawn” is a fictionalized version of Gardos’ 
parents courtship and marriage. Their story is not a fairy 
tale with a perfect ending since, after returning to Hungary, 
they faced the political upheavals that occurred during the 
following decades. Miklos and Lili also never discussed 
what happened to them during the war, although Gardos 
offers a bit of their history in the novel. However, his 
parents mostly looked forward – hoping to reclaim their 
lives, rather than focusing on the immediate past. It’s only 
after his father’s death that Gardos learns that his parents 
kept the letters they wrote during their courtship. His novel 
is a lovely tribute to them and shows how determination 
and love can sometimes give people the will to survive.

the law’s protections, which 
include preventing those with 
pre-existing conditions from 
being denied health insurance, 
assuring that women don’t have 
to pay higher rates than men 
and banning caps on lifetime 
coverage. A new organization 
that combines existing umbrella 
groups for the JFS agencies, 
the Network of Jewish Human 
Service Agencies, will also ad-
vocate a replacement that main-
tains care for disadvantaged 
Americans. Rotman has been named its inaugural CEO.

William Daroff, director of JFNA’s Washington office, 
recognizes that some sort of repeal will likely happen. 
Despite the extreme partisanship that has characterized 
the health care debate, he hopes JFNA can get behind a 
replacement law members of both parties can support.

JFNA is troubled by proposals that “convert these programs 
into programs that are not as helpful to the vulnerable popula-
tions that depend upon them,” he said. “So we’re working with 
everyone to ensure that we find pragmatic, bipartisan, com-
mon-senses solutions to these seemingly intractable problems.”

Daroff said repeal could happen within a matter of 
months, and noted that Trump favors passing a replacement 
law immediately. But no one can say for certain what the 
future will hold. “You can’t dismantle a system where 
millions of people have coverage in 10 seconds,” said 
Rotman. “Everyone is trying to stay on top of the news.”

Jitters Continued from page 1

Paul Ryan talked with 
reporters about the 
Republican attempt to 
repeal the Affordable Care 
Act on January 12. (Photo 
by Chip Somodevilla/Getty 
Images)
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 is Broome County.

5. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a 
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her
 is: 698 Big Hollow Road,
 Deposit, NY 13754.

6. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Olive Street, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 70 Olive Street, Johnson 
City, NY 13790. Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Beagell Family, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was January 11, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 

______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Brighton, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 81 North 
Media Group, LLC. The date of filing 
of the Articles of organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was 10/6/16. The County in which 
the principal place of business shall 
be located is Broome County. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to United States Corporation Agents, 
INC, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution: 
None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC. 
Name: Binghamton Lacrosse Camp, 
LLC. Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 12/16/2016. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to the LLC, 1 Ely Park 
Blvd 6-2, Binghamton, NY 13905. 
Purpose: To engage in any lawful act.  
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Deposit
 Lawn Care Services LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is December
 22, 2016. 

3. The date of existence of the
 LLC is January 1, 2017.

4. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is to be located

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

DAJAMA, LLC

Articles of Organization were filed 
with the NY State Dept. of State, 
Division of Corporations and State 
Records on October 25, 2016. Office 
and principal business location: 133 
Rogers Road, Port Crane, Broome 
County, New York. Secy. of State 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 
133 Rogers Road, Port Crane, NY 
13833, principal business address of 
the LLC, Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Murfreesboro, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/1/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful  Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Columbus, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Peoria, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/7/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 

upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Mentor, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Centerville, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Lennox, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/6/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Indianapolis, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1/9/17. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 

Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
_____________________

Notice of Formation of
Hopkins Forestry, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 1/04/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 1114 East Maine Road, 
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

The name of the limited liability 
company is: HILLSIDE FLOWER 
GIRLS, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
January 3, 2017. The County in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company to 
2153 Farm to Market Road, Johnson 
City, New York 13790. The purpose of 
the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Lifestream 
Nutritionals LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/06/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 300 Main St., Ste. #3, 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of MDM James, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/17.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
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(NAPSI) – From basketball and horseback riding to the 
performing arts and cheerleading, there are many types of 
camp to choose from. However, how do you know when 
your child is ready to go to camp and how do you find the 
best match? Camping experts at the YMCA of the USA offer 
tips to help parents choose the best camping experience for 
their child this summer: 

 4 A good place to start when looking for a camp is with 
the American Camp Association. The ACA accredits camps 
across the country to ensure they meet the highest standards.

 4 Camp does not have to be expensive. There are camps avail-
able in every price range and many offer scholarship assistance. 

 4 On average, many 8-year-olds are ready for resident 
or “sleep-away camp” and age-appropriate day camps are 
available for preschool-aged children. 

 4 Sleep-away camp shouldn’t be a child’s first time away 
from home. A sleep-over at a friend’s or relative’s house is 

Help finding the right camp 
an important first step to a longer stay away. 

 4 Decide if you are looking to give your child a vacation 
from school or if you hope for some real growth in character 
and self-confidence. Some camps are highly structured, while 
others offer more time to allow kids to set their own schedules. 

 4 Quiz camp staff on the information described in their 
materials. Find out how the camp encourages positive behavior 
and teamwork, and how problem behavior is handled. Ask 
how the camp works with children requiring special diets, 
medications or accommodations. 

 4 Get references from other families who have attended 
the camps you are considering. 

 4 Don’t forget to include your child in the process and, if 
possible, plan a visit before making a final decision. Most 
camps provide tours in the spring as well as once camp is in 
session. Some even offer family weekends where the family 
can experience camp together.

Israel’s chief rabbis embrace friendlier approach 
to marriage, but is it enough?

By Andrew Tobin
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Many Israelis feel alienated by the 

marriage process in their country, fed up with the bureaucracy 
and strict religious requirements. Some seek to reform the 
haredi Orthodox-dominated Chief Rabbinate while creating 
alternatives to its monopoly on marriage and other personal 
status issues in Israel. But haredi Rabbi Yisroel Meir Riani 
thinks the Chief Rabbinate just needs better customer service. 
His rabbinical group, B’Noam, has made helping Israelis 
navigate the famously infuriating state marriage bureaucracy 
its top priority. In December, the group expanded its marriage 
program with help from a grant.

“People wonder why they have to deal with this proce-
dure and why there is this monopoly over marriage,” Riani 
said. “They get very, very angry at the Chief Rabbinate. 
And that is exactly where we come in.”

The Chief Rabbinate and its allies in government have 
embraced B’Noam, which means “pleasantly” in Hebrew, 
since its establishment in 2015. By most accounts, they 
view it as a haredi answer to Tzohar, a rabbinical group 
that offers marriage registration by the generally more 
lenient standards of religious Zionism.

A spokesman for Israel’s chief Ashkenazi rabbi, David 
Lau, said the Chief Rabbinate was “very, very pro-B’No-
am,” which it sees as the only religious services group 
that recognizes its authority. “If another group opens 
tomorrow, we will support them,” spokesman Pinkhas 
Tannenbaum said. “We support every organization that 
is helping people get married as long as they follow the 
Chief Rabbinate’s rules,” he added, implying Tzohar does 
not meet that standard.

Riani was among the handful of mostly young haredi 
community rabbis who started B’Noam. They were moti-
vated, he said, by the growing public discontent with the 
Chief Rabbinate, which many see as religiously coercive and 
difficult to work with. Members of Israel’s secular majority 
must prove their Jewish bona fides to the haredi religious 
authorities – something that’s not always easy when one 
or both of their immigrant forebears weren’t Jewish or 
converted under non-Orthodox or obscure auspices.

According to last year’s annual survey by Hiddush, 
a group that promotes religious pluralism, 63 percent of 
Israelis support separating religion and state, which would 
mean abolishing the Chief Rabbinate in its current form. 

The number rose from 56 percent in 2012.
Uri Regev, the CEO of Hiddush, noted the obstacles 

to marriage for Jewish Israelis. Hundreds of thousands of 
Israelis are not able to marry in their own country, he noted, 
because while they are deemed Jewish enough to be citizens, 
they do not qualify religiously. This includes the families of 
many immigrants from the former Soviet Union who arrived 
under Israel’s Law of Return, which defines someone as 
Jewish in terms less strict than rabbinic law, or halachah.

Millions more would prefer not to have an Orthodox 
wedding but have no choice, Regev said. The recent 
Hiddush survey showed nearly half of Israelis wanted a 
non-Orthodox wedding.

By stepping in to offer friendly and helpful guidance, 
B’Noam aims to bolster the Chief Rabbinate’s reputation 
and authority. “We fight for every Jew to get him the best 
services from the Chief Rabbinate, and yes, we believe 
that will strengthen the Rabbinate,” Riani said. “The chief 
rabbis know our project is very important and needed, and 
they recognize that our success will close the gap between 
the Chief Rabbinate and the Israeli public.”

B’Noam now claims some 1,000 members, about 
half the community rabbis in Israel, including some 300 
religious Zionists, who tend to view Jewish law in a more 
accommodating way. Tzohar says it has more than 600 
religious Zionist member rabbis.

While B’Noam offers a range of religious services, from 
circumcision to burial, its flagship program is marriage as-
sistance. That program was launched in June and expanded 
in December with funding from Orthodox philanthropist 
Elio Moti Sonnenfeld, who renamed it B’Noam Danielle 
in honor of his daughter who died in a car accident.

About 60 rabbis work for B’Noam Danielle, according 
to Riani, responding to calls to its hotline from morning to 
midnight during the week, and before and after Shabbat 
on the weekend. B’Noam also has a website and an office 
in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv.

Riani said B’Noam Danielle gets about 20 calls a day 
and hopes to one day serve 5,000 couples a year, or about 
15 percent of all marriages, which happens to be the number 
claimed by Tzohar’s marriage program.

For many years, the Chief Rabbinate and haredi politicians 
have sought to crack down on Tzohar’s work, which includes 
private registry “customized for secular couples,” according 

to its website. Mainly they have tried to prevent its chairman, 
Rabbi David Stav, from registering people for marriage who do 
not live in Shoham, the Tel Aviv suburb where he is chief rabbi.

While most interpreted this as an effort to protect the 
Chief Rabbinate’s monopoly, haredi and some Orthodox 
religious Zionist politicians argued that only local rabbis 
have the knowledge necessary to check that couples qualify 
for Jewish marriage.

From JNS.org
JCCs receive wave of bomb threats

Approximately 30 Jewish Community Centers across 
17 U.S. states received bomb threats on Jan. 18, marking 
the second nationwide wave of threatening phone calls to 
such facilities in a 10-day span. Sixteen American JCCs had 
received bomb threats on Jan. 9. For the Jan. 18 incidents, 
the community centers were “well-prepared” to handle the 
threats and swiftly engaged in security protocols, according 
to the JCC Association of North America umbrella organi-
zation. The states in which JCCs received bomb threats on 
Jan. 18 were Alabama, California, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Florida, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Tennessee 
and Texas, the Anti-Defamation League said. “In the wake 
of [the Jan. 9] calls, JCCs were well-prepared for the calls 
received [Jan. 18],” David Posner, director of strategic 
performance for the JCC Association, said in a statement. 
He cautioned that the JCC Association is “concerned about 
the antisemitism behind these threats. ...While the bombs in 
question are hoaxes, the calls are not,” he said. “We know 
that law enforcement at both the local and national level 
are continuing to investigate the ongoing situation. We are 
relieved that no one has been harmed and that JCCs continue 
to operate in a way that puts the safety of their staff, visitors 
and premises first.” ADL CEO Jonathan A. Greenblatt ex-
pressed a similar sentiment, saying, “Although so far these 
threats do not appear to be credible, we are recommending 
that Jewish communal institutions review their security pro-
cedures and remain in close contact with law enforcement.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

See “Rabbis” on page 7
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Weekly Parasha
Vaera, Exodus 6:2-9:35

Friday, January 27, light candles ........................ 4:54 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 28 .................... 5:56 pm
Friday, February 3, light candles ........................ 5:03 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, February 4 .................... 6:05 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, January 28, the annual Evening of Jewish 
Stories, Poetry and Music will be held at 7:30 pm. There 
will be a requested donation of $4 per person or $8 per 
family, and refreshments will be served. 

On Tuesday, January 31, at 7:30 pm, Jonathan Boyarin, 
Mann Professor of Modern Jewish Studies at Cornell 
University, will discuss “A.J. Heschel, The Rebbe of 
Kotsk, and the Search for Truth” as part of TBE’s adult 
ed. programming.

On Friday-Saturday, February 3-4, the Sisterhood of 
Temple Beth-El will celebrate the 99th anniversary of 
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism. TBE women 
will lead services at 8 pm on February 3, followed by an 
oneg Shabbat, and at 10 am on February 4, followed by 
a kiddush luncheon.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Upsetting as it is that the people of Mitzrayim suffer the 
effects of plagues brought about by their ruler’s recalci-
trance, this is the way of the world. When those in power 
refuse to take seriously either the plight of their people or 
the input of their advisors, much harm is done to all. In the 
case of Pharaoh, laid out in parashat Vaera, even the great 
land of Egypt, bread basket of the ancient world, is ravaged.

The physical devastation sent by God, but delivered by 
Moses and Aaron, began with a magician’s trick: Aaron 
turned his staff into a serpent (actually, Aaron’s staff was 
turned into a crocodile); the Pharaoh’s sorcerers matched 
the trick. But Aaron’s croc ate the others for lunch.

What is amazing is that the sorcerers and their accompa-
nying wise men not only didn’t realize that they had been 

The effect of the plagues

bested, they also continued to match plague for plague, 
multiplying the evils for their country and its inhabitants for 
the next round! There was extra blood in the Nile and there 
were more dead frogs. At the point when lice attacked, they 
realized that this was no simple magician’s trick. Where 
Pharaoh might have laughed off the first demonstration, he 
should have begun to take the outcomes seriously. Instead, 
he became more and more set in his ways.

By the time the plagues passed from severely annoying 
to life-threatening, the courtiers realized the danger of 
Pharaoh’s continuing arrogance. They could not stand up 
against Moses and Aaron, whose actions revealed the Hand 
of God. When they tried to stand up to Pharaoh, he would 
not listen. And so the people, the land and the courtiers 

suffered in unprecedented ways.
Moses and Aaron, beginning with just a few words and 

demonstrations prompted by God, increased in confidence 
as their refusal to yield matched and surpassed that of Pha-
raoh. By the end of the confrontations, even the courtiers 
and people had gained respect for them. You might even 
say that the first ones freed by Moses were these Egyptians 
who witnessed the devastation caused by their stubborn and 
arrogant leader. Their erstwhile god fell in their esteem, 
guilty of ruining their land, livelihood and lives.

Trying times call for bold leaders willing to confront 
great wrongs and never to quit until they begin to be set 
right. May we all find the courage to speak truth to those 
who would abuse power; to argue, to reason, but not to yield.

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, January 27 .................................................4:55 pm
Shabbat, January 28 ..................................................9 am
 ..................................................... Mincha/Maariv 6:20 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., January 29 ...................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., January 30-February 3 ...............................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., January 29 ........................................................5 pm
Mon.-Thurs., January 30-February 2 ..........................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, January 27, at 6:30 pm, there will be a BYO 
Shabbat picnic dinner. At 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, January 28, at 9 am, there will be reli-
gious school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 
9:30 am, there will be Tot Time. At 10:35 am, there will 
be Shabbat services.

On Sunday, January 29, at 1 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood book talk with Rabbi Rachel Esserman. At 
3 pm, there will be confirmation class.

On Tuesday, January 31, at 7 pm, there will be an adult 
b’nai mitzvah class with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Wednesday, February 1, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood Board meeting,

On Friday, February 3, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell 
and Jason Flatt.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, January 28, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah 
portion will be Exodus 6:2-9:35. The haftarah will be Isaiah 
66:1-24. Bima guest will be Jim Schutzer.

On Monday, January 30, the temple office will be closed.
On Saturday, February 11, at 11 am, there will be a family 

service with Rabbi Eliav Bock, followed by a kiddush lunch.
On Sunday, February 12, from 10 am-noon, there will 

be a learning session with Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. 
The topic will be “Shema and its Blessings: Where does it 
fit in? What do you mean ‘And its blessings?’”

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish 
during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz 
at schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-
a-half weeks or more before the date to provide enough 
time to send out an e-mail notice to the congregation 
encouraging attendance in order to make up a minyan. 
Temple Israel holds weekday minyan services on Tuesdays 
and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For those who prefer a different 
day to coincide with a Yahrzeit date, contact the temple 
to work on making arrangements. 
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club

Rabbis Continued from page 5

The JCC Friendship Club met on January 18. Morty Hof-
stein presented “The Voice of the Maestro, The Man and His 
Music,” a program about Luciano Pavarotti. He was born in 
Modesa, Italy. His father was a baker, but had a  fine tenor 
voice also. As a little boy, his parents instilled a passion for 
music in him. His parents often talked about the great tenors 
of the time when Pavarotti popularized opera to his fans. 
He sang all around the world, even places that other opera 
singers didn’t, such as Las Vegas, Nevada, and Central Park 
in New York City. He was the master of the high “C.” He 
was on TV as part of “The Three Tenors: Domingo, Carraras 
and Pavarotti.” All his recordings became gold or platinum, 
except his one movie,”Yes Georgia.” In 2005, he retired to 
Barcelona, Spain. He and his first wife divorced in 2000. 
They had one daughter. The CD ended with 12 arias that he 
performed by different composers and in different operas. It 
was a biography with outstanding live performances.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond. 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Ann Brillant said the 
blessing over the cookies supplied by Morty, who gave the 
treasurer’s report. The program on Wednesday, February 
1, will be presented by Bruce Orden. He will tell us about 
expressions that were popular years ago and are no longer 
used. How many people born after 2000 know what a mim-
eograph machine is? Come join us at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

Sylvia Diamond
President

is a physical feeling that you aren’t going to get from techno, 
dubstep, house, trance or whatever other million genres.”

In the end, American Jewish music and Americana music 
might actually be two sides of the same coin. While Jewish 
musicians brought their European influences with them when 
they immigrated to the U.S., they’ve been forging their own 
American musical style for nearly half a century, according 
to Mark Kligman, an ethnomusicologist at UCLA.

“In the ‘50s and ‘60s, most of American Judaism was 
leaning toward trying to find its Americanness,” he said. 
“[Jews] took European elements – cantorial klezmer and 
other things – and started adapting those. By the time you 
have an American-born generation in the 1970s, around 
[the time of] Debbie Friedman – they wanted to have an 
American-born tradition.”

Still, for many, the juxtaposition is a bit unusual. Ac-
cording to Nefesh Mountain’s Eric Lindberg and Doni 
Zasloff, even after two years of using the term “Jewish 
bluegrass,” some people still laugh at it at first. “But what 
were doing is not goofy at all, it’s very soulful and very 
honest,” Zasloff said.

The group has found success, touring the country con-
stantly. Nefesh Mountain is in the midst of recording its 
second album with some of the world’s most respected 
bluegrass artists, such as mandolin player Sam Bush, 
guitarist David Grier and banjo player Tony Trishka.

Joe Buchanan, a 40-year-old former human resources 
manager who grew up Christian in Houston, often recounts 
to his concert audiences how converting to Judaism resolved 
his self-esteem issues. Like Kaye, who produced Buchan-
an’s debut album a couple of years ago, he thinks that the 
country music he was raised on, along with other Americana 
genres, go well with Jewish culture. “Americana is strong 
in storytelling, which is something that we’ve always been 
really good at as a people,” he said. “It’s a huge part of it; 
we’re always telling stories from the Torah.

“If someone asked me how to describe Americana music, 
I would tell them: Imagine country music and rock and roll 
had a child, and it was raised by their uncle bluegrass, and 

Music Continued from page 3
their other uncle blues music and cousin folk came over 
and spent a lot of time – that child is Americana music,” 
Buchanan said. “That and Jewish storytelling is a natural fit.”

Bar/Bat photos 
needed

Can we have your mug? Kids mugging for the camera 
and formal photos, that is. For The Reporter’s annual 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah issue (coming February 10), we need 
photos of all teens who became bar/bat mitzvah during 
the calendar year of 2016. We are looking for one of the 
teen by him/herself, as well as a photo of the celebration 
with family and friends.

Photos can be e-mailed, in TIF or JPG format, to 
TReporter@aol.com; please note in the subject line 
that a bar/bat photo for The Reporter is attached and 
include the name, date and place of the bar/bat mitzvah 
ceremony in the message. Photos can also be dropped 
off at The Reporter offices, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. 
Please send them by Tuesday, January 31. 

By contrast, Israel’s religious establishment has gone 
out of its way to help B’Noam succeed. Haredi stars 
studded the group’s inaugural event in September 2015, 
including speeches by Lau and his Sephardi counterpart, 
Yitzhak Yosef, along with Interior Minister Aryeh Deri 
and Religious Affairs Minister David Azoulay.

Riani said he could call on those and other officials in a 
pinch to help him get Israelis the religious services they need, 
adding that it gives B’Noam an advantage over Tzohar. “We 
have very good and close cooperation with the chief rabbis of 
Israel and also with the Religious Affairs Ministry,” he said.

Stav, who helped found Tzohar 1995, said such claims 
were “PR” and that navigating the Chief Rabbinate only 
required knowledge, not special connections. He also noted 
that Tzohar provides some services, like verifying a couple’s 
Jewishness, which the Rabbinate relies on.

More broadly, Stav predicted B’Noam would neither 
hurt his group nor help the Chief Rabbinate’s reputation. 
“If there comes a time when there is no more need for 
Tzohar, we will say, ‘Wonderful. We have accomplished 
our mission,’” he said. “But we register more marriages 
than Jerusalem and Tel Aviv combined. People come to 
us because they want another option.”

Regev said more groups like B’Noam, or for that matter 
Tzohar, would not solve Israel’s marriage problem. “These 
groups put a smiley face on the Rabbinate’s religious coercion,” 
he said. “But they don’t come any closer to bringing Israel out of 
the fold of the Rabbinate and into the fold of liberal democracy.”

Every year, thousands of Jews who cannot or do not 
wish to marry in Israel go abroad, mostly in Cyprus, for 
their nuptials. Meanwhile, a growing number are opting 
out of marriage. Real change would only come, Regev 
said, when the public demanded it.
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from
Come eat breakfast

with your favorite characters
to help support the ECC! 

Children are encouraged to dress 
like their favorite characters and will 

have the opportunity to get their picture
taken with a character for a $10.00 fee.

RSVP’s appreciated. Please contact
Nichole Fuller at 724-2417 ext. 431 or 
email NicholeF@binghamtonjcc.org.

2nd Annual

Breakfast Ball
Sunday, January 29 at 10am

500 Clubhouse Rd.,
Vestal, NY 13850
(607) 724-2417

www.binghamtonjcc.org

In honor of Martin Luther King Jr. National Day of Service, 
school age kids at JCC made 25 fleece hats and a blanket
to be donated to children at Mom’s House in Johnson City. 

Mom’s House provides affordable childcare, parenting
workshops and necessities to single parents.

Our Kids Connection kids were excited to help out
other kids in our area!! 

www.BinghamtonJCC.org
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From JTA
Irish university cancels conference questioning Israel’s 
legitimacy

An Irish university canceled a conference that questioned the legitimacy of the state of 
Israel over security issues. Administrators at the University College Cork said the week of 
Jan. 20 that the conference could not take place in March as scheduled after determining that 
the college’s security could not handle the expected protests, the Irish Examiner reported. 
The university said it would be willing to hold the conference at a later date if organizers 
came up with a security plan and paid for the additional security necessary. The planned 
conference, titled “International Law and the State of Israel: Legitimacy, Responsibility and 
Exceptionalism,” came to the university’s attention through social media, the university said 
in a statement about the University Management Team meeting posted on its website. In 2015, 
the University of Southampton canceled such a conference citing similar security reasons, 
according to the statement. College Cork noted that the event was not university sponsored 
or promoted, but had been launched by university academics. In addition, according to the 
statement, “the university’s security infrastructure and staffing is inadequate to deal with 
the management of security for the event given that the university is already on notice of 
protests. Additional security will have cost implications.” The Irish Palestinian Solidarity 
Campaign called the cancellation an infringement of academic freedom in a letter to the 
university’s president, Michael Murphy. “This is an important conference that promises 
to be a crucial intellectual event with many senior international academics participating,” 
the letter said. “Yet there have been disturbing reports in the press that this conference may 
be cancelled owing to pressure from Zionist groups.” StandWithUs Israel had encouraged 
supporters to protest the conference, calling it “Another example of shameful hatred and 
discrimination masquerading as an academic conference.” The organization Irish4Israel in 
a tweet thanked its followers who e-mailed Murphy to encourage him to delay the event, 
but also said in a Facebook post that it had not called for a cancellation.
Series of antisemitic attacks strike north London

A series of antisemitic attacks hit north London over the Jan. 22 weekend. The incidents 
included a brick with images of swastikas and antisemitic messages thrown through the 
window of a Jewish home in the Edgware neighborhood on the morning of Jan. 21. Hours 
earlier in the same neighborhood, a group of identifiably Jewish people were pelted with 
eggs while walking home from Shabbat dinner. Also, swastikas were discovered drawn on 
a property in the borough of Barnet; a city-owned garbage bin was defaced with anti-Jewish 
invective, and a poster for the film “Denial” was vandalized with graffiti. The film deals with 
Holocaust denier David Irving’s legal case against scholar Deborah Lipstadt, who won her 
case. The attacks were intended to “instill fear” in the Jewish community, the Shomrim vol-
unteer security group told the Jewish Chronicle. “These cowardly antisemitic attacks targeted 
Jews when they were asleep in their homes or walking with their families after dinner. These 

attacks are intended to instill fear in London’s Jews,” Gary Ost, the CEO of Shomrim North 
West London, said in a statement. “The best response to these disgusting acts is to ensure 
that the perpetrators are caught. We are working closely with the Metropolitan Police Service 
and appeal for any witnesses to contact police or Shomrim.” Scotland Yard said officers were 
investigating the incidents, the Evening Standard reported, including viewing footage from 
surveillance cameras near the incidents. Police also were adding patrols in the areas to reas-
sure residents, according to the newspaper, citing Scotland Yard. The London Metropolitan 
Police reportedly is investigating the incidents as hate crimes. Stephen Silverman, director 
of investigations and enforcement for the Campaign Against Anti-Semitism, in a statement 
called the incidents “hit-and-run attacks on Jewish families at night. ...Antisemitic crime is 
on the rise and these cowardly attacks must lead to arrests and convictions,” he said. “Jewish 
families in our capital should not be living in fear of antisemitic attacks.”
Obama administration reportedly gave $221M to Palestinians 
hours before Trump inauguration

The Obama administration reportedly sent $221 million to the Palestinian Authority on 
the morning of Donald Trump’s inauguration. The administration told Congress that it would 
send the funds hours before Trump was sworn in on Jan. 20, an anonymous State Department 
official and several congressional aides said, according to the Associated Press. At least two 
unnamed Republican lawmakers had held up the money, AP reported, in an act that is not legally 
binding, but is usually respected by the executive branch. In total, the Obama administration 
sent more than $227 million of foreign funding on Jan. 20, including $4 million to climate 
change programs and $1.25 million to United Nations organizations, according to AP. In 2016, 
the United States gave $557 million in assistance to the Palestinian Authority, according to 
USAID. Israel was the largest recipient of U.S. foreign aid last year, receiving $3.1 billion.
Justice Dept.: Trump can appoint son-in-law to White House 
post

President Donald Trump can appoint his Jewish son-in-law Jared Kushner as a White 
House senior adviser, the Justice Department concluded. In a 14-page opinion issued on Jan. 
20, the department’s Office of Legal Counsel said that a federal anti-nepotism law passed in 
1967 “does not bar this appointment because of the president’s special hiring authority.” The 
opinion, written by Deputy Assistant Attorney General Daniel Koffsky, is based on a 1978 
law that allows the president to appoint White House officials, overriding the nepotism law. 
The anti-nepotism law reportedly was put in place after President John F. Kennedy named 
his brother, Robert, the nation’s attorney general, aiming to prevent a president from nom-
inating or appointing close family, including in-laws, to administration positions. Kushner, 
an Orthodox Jew who married Trump’s daughter Ivanka, was named a senior White House 
adviser, trump’s transition team announced earlier in January. Trump said in recent interviews 
that Kushner would work to broker peace between Israel and the Palestinians. 
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