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Jewish storytelling, poetry and music to be held in
Ithaca on Jan. 28

Temple Beth-El will host the Annual
Evening of Jewish Storytelling, Poetry and
Music on Saturday, January 28, at 7:30 pm,
in the social hall of Temple Beth-El, located
at the corner of Court and Tioga streets in
downtown Ithaca. Called “a celebration of
life, community and the arts,” the program
is celebrating 18 years of original stories,
traditional tales, folk and contemporary poetry,
and live music from around the world.
The event has been called “extremely
popular,” drawing participants together
for “an intimate and cozy evening; a real
reminder of times past,” according to organizers of the program. “The idea is to
get away from the computer and television
screens and share a moment of slower
pleasures, together.” Additionally, the
event features complimentary, traditional

homemade snacks for attendees.
This year, the event will offer a selection
of storytellers, including local author Chris
Moriarty, who will read from her young
adult novel, “The Inquisitor’s Apprentice.”
Also presenting will be Cara Judea Alhadeff with her new book, “Zazu Dreams:
Between the Scarab and the Dung Beetle,
A Cautionary Fable for the Anthropocene
Era.” Additionally, the event will celebrate
the latest Jewish Nobel Prize winner, Bob
Dylan. The Chai Notes, a Cornell a cappella group, will perform. The event will
also feature some skits, jokes and poetry.
Children will be welcome.
A donation of $4 per individual or $8 per
family has been requested to cover costs.
For more information, contact the temple
at 273-5775 or visit www.tbeithaca.org.

The Chai Notes, a Cornell a cappella group, will perform at the Annual Evening of Jewish
Storytelling, Poetry and Music on Saturday, January 28, at Temple Beth-El in Ithaca.

Tesla Motors, “Pokémon Go” and “hair-splitting”
talmudic arguments in upcoming JLI course
Participants in the Winter JLI course will
explore modern situations and the complex
dilemmas they give rise to, while seeking
solutions by examining original talmudic
texts. The all-new, six-session course, “The
Dilemma: Modern Conundrums. Talmudic
Debates. Your Solutions,” will be offered
on Mondays at 7 pm, beginning on January
30, and Wednesdays at 9:30 am, beginning
on February 1, at the Chabad Center, 420
Murray Hill Rd., Vestal.
The course fee will be $79, or $140 for
couples or multiple sign-ups. The fee will
include the course textbook. Participants

have been urged to register in a timely
fashion by contacting course instructor
Rivkah Slonim at rslonim@JewishBU.com.
To register, one can also call the Chabad
office at 797-0015 or visit www.myJLI.com.
“‘The Dilemma’ examines fascinating,
real-life conundrums; situations in which
your gut instinctively responds one way,
but your brain tells you quite the opposite,”
explained Rabbi Zalman Abraham of JLI’s
Brooklyn headquarters. “To solve these
dilemmas, participants are asked to break
into study groups and explore hair-splitting
talmudic arguments that participants then

debate and apply to solve the cases using
new, interactive polling technology.”
In an example of one such conundrum,
Tesla Motors is currently programming
self-driving cars for instances when death is
inevitable. Should Tesla program the cars to
swerve and avoid killing more pedestrians,
but kill one whose life was previously not
endangered? Should it favor the lives of
pedestrians over passengers? Should it favor
the lives of younger people over those who
are older? And should owners be given the
ability to determine these settings?
In another example relating to the recent-

ly popularized “Pokémon Go” mobile app,
should the game’s creators be held liable
in the hundreds of cases of trespassing
and damages that were incurred because
of “Pokémon” characters negligently programmed to be found on private properties?
“‘The Dilemma’ is a mental expedition
in which participants mind-wrestle with
situations that force them to choose between
two reasonable truths,” said Slonim.
“I find people in the Binghamton JLI
learners community love having the opportunity to engage in intellectual challenge
See “JLI” on page 3

Spotlight

Drawing digitally
By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
It was a game – an app on her iPad and
iPhone – that opened a new world for Bonnie
Rozen. The result? Her digital artwork is

Mosaics done by Bonnie Rozen.

currently on exhibit at Lost Dog Café in
Binghamton during the month of January.
Rozen, who is the advertising representative for The Reporter, originally planned
to go into fashion design. “I have always
loved creating,” she said in an e-mail interview. “My dream was always to have my
own boutique – design and sell. This was
supposed to be my plan after high school
and design school. However, things don’t
always go the way you think they would.
I ended up in retail as a manager in a New
York City boutique and then at Macy’s. My
dreams were pushed aside.”
Although she never stopped doing artistic
projects, it is only in the last few years that
Rozen began to work more seriously. “Fast
forward to when I started to play a game
on the iPhone and iPad, which was called
‘Draw Something,’” she said. “You were
given a word and you had to draw it, send
it to who you were playing with and if they
guessed it correctly, we both earned coins
and/or stars. With the coins and stars, you
could use them to purchase tools and colors.”
The friend Rozen played with soon
felt herself outclassed. “She told me that

At right: Bonnie
Rozen in front
of some of her
drawings.

she didn’t want to play with me anymore
because I was too good,” Rozen said. “She
said her drawings were stick figures and
mine were full figures. If she couldn’t figure out how to draw the word, she would
just write it out! That way we both earned
coins and stars. However, she threw in the
towel so I started to play with strangers. I
paid for the app to avoid all the advertising
that showed up between games, but I never
spent a penny on the tools and colors, and
eventually earned everything!”

Although the administrators of the game
announced that the app was no longer going to
be supported, that didn’t stop Rozen. “I thought
my drawing world was going to end,” she said.
“As it turned out, I could still draw on the app,
but it didn’t save anything so I figured out how
to do that and I am still using that app.”
Rozen prefers working on her iPad
rather than using more traditional media:
“Drawing digitally keeps me clean. I don’t
have to clean brushes or just do one form of
See “Drawing” on page 5
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A moving experience, part V
On the Zillow.com website, an ad jumps out at you for
the perfect place: a newly remodeled garden apartment with
an eat-in kitchen, a bath and a half, two large bedrooms,
big windows and new carpeting. Monthly rent, right within
your budget. “Great, grab it before someone else does,”
you tell yourself.
Listen, not so fast. Do your homework. Take 10 deep
breaths, bounce this off your kids and friends, curb your
enthusiasm and dig deep to find the hidden pitfalls. Act too
quickly and you will have plenty of time to regret your haste.
Take my advice, please. I earned my stripes from some
really trying experiences. Let me at least share the problems I lived through so that perhaps I can save you some
aggravation and money, too.
Let me first mention to you that my perspective is
through the lens of a 70-year-old, single woman, so what
I have to say may not be relevant if you are not my peer.
But, someday you will be or someone you love will be.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Report: Abbas met with businessmen
to establish back channel to Trump

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas met
with an American businessmen earlier in January in an
attempt to set up a back channel to President-elect Donald
Trump. On Jan. 2, Abbas met in Ramallah with hedge
fund manager Daniel Arbess, who is Jewish, and with the
Palestinian billionaire Adnan Mjalli, who owns businesses
in the U.S. and elsewhere, the Times of Israel reported on
Jan. 13. The purpose of the meeting was to set up an indirect
diplomatic channel between Abbas and Trump, the report
said. Arbess was dispatched to Ramallah to send messages
to Abbas and relay his responses back to Washington ahead
of Trump’s inauguration on Jan. 20. He was not directly sent
by Trump. Arbess is considered close to Trump’s son-in-law
Jared Kushner, who is expected to take up a senior White
House role in the new administration. During the meeting,
Arbess told Abbas that Trump is serious about moving the
U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, according to
Haaretz, which first reported on the meeting. The week of
Jan. 6, Abbas told members of Israel’s left-wing Meretz
party he did not believe Trump would move the embassy.
Also present at the meeting was senior Palestinian negotiator
Saeb Erekat and security chief Majed Faraj.

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

Take in the big picture and widen your view to embrace
the ever-growing aging community.
The prospect of starting a new chapter in your life, it’s
so exciting, and surely, more than scary to be embarking on
the search for a new place to call home, knowing that the
next place you see may actually become your residence.
Opportunities abound and so do challenges. But try not to
get too overwhelmed, nothing has to be forever.
You’ve decided to see that cute apartment in the ad. Call
the landlord or rental agent and make an appointment to
tour it. If the person on the end of the phone gives you their
time, is respectful and helpful, proceed. If not, run as fast as
you can. It probably won’t get any better. Just think about
it; do you want to have to deal with someone nasty every
time something goes wrong in your home? For sure, not.
If you drive and are going to see the apartment, leave your
present home early and drive around the new neighborhood,
taking in the landscape. Are the properties well-maintained,
are roads in good repair, is the area hilly and do you feel
comfortable in the environment? Are you familiar with
the area? Will you need to drive to stores or can you walk
to pick up a loaf of bread? Can your friends and family
make their way to visit you there? And, will you want to
entertain them in your new home?
If you do not drive, that is a whole different picture.
How will you get around? Do you have a support system
close by to this new place? Don’t think of depending on
friends to drive you everywhere because the time may
come soon for your friends to stop driving, too. Is there
a transportation system with minibuses of some sort that
serve the area, or will your new place be on the fringes
of that service?
As we know, the weather in Binghamton is changeable
and can be harsh. The weather conditions may leave you
feeling fearful of going out onto slippery roadways and
walkways. Where will you be able to park your car – in a
garage or designated parking lot or on the street? During
the winter months, who will help you manage your car?
Take along a friend or family member to see the place
with you. Now, let’s say that you see the apartment and
love the space. So then, I strongly encourage you to see
it again by yourself, during the day and at night. Walk all
around the building. If it is first floor, will you feel secure
being on ground level? If not, can you walk stairs, are
the stairways well-maintained? Can outsiders get in? In
both instances, was the landlord kind and helpful? Did
you feel secure or did the hair on the back of your neck
stand up in the presence of that landlord? You may be

thinking to yourselves while reading this that poor Roz
is so security conscious, but “oh well,” for you may find
yourselves feeling that way in the new environment you
are traversing alone.
Next step, let’s say it all seems well and good. Let me
suggest you drive out to the new place at night alone.
My experience showed me that the area where I felt so
comfortable during the day became a nightmare at night.
And little do I want to admit that I am older, my eyesight
is not as sharp as it used to be and driving on poorly lit
roads became a challenge.
The place I rented actually became a terrifying place
to me at night. I wasn’t comfortable getting out of my car
alone in the dark. The drive home on the desolate and dark
sections of Route 17 and on side streets creeped me out.
Walking into the apartment, which abutted an undeveloped
swampy area, sent chills up my spine. Maybe an alarm
system would have helped, but that was not an option.
Another thing to put in the mix is how important is it to
you to be able to meet new people around your new home
and make friends, those who you might invite in for a cup
of coffee or might invite you. It’s great to have a lovely
home, but do you really want that home to be your whole
focus? Socialization is vastly important and friends add
to your years of good health.
If you travel and use Shortline or Greyhound, how
will you get to the bus station? What about getting to the
airport? Or hospitals? Asking friends for lifts can get old.
Taxi fares are expensive.
I hope my admonitions haven’t scared you away from
thinking about moving because making changes in your
life can add stimulation, excitement and new enjoyment.
Just take into account the factors I have laid out regarding
the place you may choose to live and the location of your
prospective new home.
An entirely different option rests in established adult
communities. Think about touring some of them, for they
may offer lovely accommodations, services that may help
you manage your lives and opportunities for participating
in social activities. Cooperative apartments, which in this
area are multi-generational, may be the way to go.
I am here to help you journey through the virtual maze
before you take your next step. Call me at 724-2332 and
we can talk, share and have a few good laughs, too.
For previous columns in this series, visit www.thereportergroup.org and click on “Current and Past Issues.”
Under 2016, the past columns can be found in the July 22,
August 19, September 23 and November 11 issues.

Opinion
In My Own Words

Dear Mr. President
Dear Mr. President,
I doubt that you will ever see these words, in part because I am one of those you’ve called losers – you know,
the ones who voted for the other candidate. However, I do
have some suggestions that you might want to consider
after taking office.
1) The presidency of the United States is not a reality
show. It is reality. Your words and actions greatly affect
large numbers of people, and should be carefully considered.
2) Your gut reaction is not always going to be right. In

Correction

In the January 13 issue of The Reporter, an article listed
the wrong day of the week for a program. Musician Eitan
Katz will appear on Saturday, January 28. The Reporter
apologizes for any confusion this may have caused.
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fact, as we age, many of us learn that our first reactions are
based on emotions, not facts. If you’re not certain about
what I mean, look at the business decisions you’ve made.
Was every decision the right one?
3) If your answer to that last question was yes, then
you need to quickly do some soul searching before you
make any decisions in your new office. Everyone makes
mistakes. In the past, your business mistakes usually only
had financial repercussions. Some of the ones you make as
president will result in life and death for people across the
world. There is no bankruptcy and a new start, so please
think carefully before you act or speak.
4) Listen to your advisors. Listen especially to those
who disagree with you. While that doesn’t mean your first
impulse will always be wrong, your decisions should be
than more the first thought that comes to mind.
5) Treat those who disagree with you with respect. In
fact, treat everyone with respect. The president sets an
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example and people follow it. Don’t let people use you
as an excuse for bad behavior. Forget about comedians
and newscasters: focus on those who are committing hate
crimes in your name and condemn their behavior.
I could go on in this manner, but I’m starting to repeat
the same suggestions in different words. What you should
note is that I haven’t argued with any of your policies.
That’s because, at this point, I’m still not sure what they
are. You’ve told different audiences different things, so
it’s difficult to know what you’re really going to do. I may
find myself agreeing with some of your policies and will
support those efforts. However, I will also work against
those I think are wrong. That’s how democracy works. It
doesn’t make me disloyal because I, too, want our country
to be great. How we achieve that greatness, though, has
been under debate since our country began.
Sincerely,
Rabbi Rachel Esserman
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TC-TI adult education program “The Diversity of
Judaism” to be held on Jan. 22
The Temple Israel/Temple Concord Adult Education
Group will present the next program in its series of
brunch programs on Sunday, January 22, at 10 am, at
Temple Israel, 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal. Speaking on
“The Diversity of Judaism” will be Thalia Halpert Rodis,
from the organization Jews in ALL Hues. The cost of
the brunch will be $5 per person. To make reservations,
contact the temple office at titammy@stny.twcbc.com
or 723-7461.

“More than half of all Jewish millennials are adoptees,
Jews by choice, children of intermarried parents and/or
Jews of color,” noted program organizers. The event will
ask whether Jewish communities are prepared to welcome
Jewish millenials and their children. Halpert Rodis, a
board member of JIAH, will discuss what the landscape
of Judaism looks like today, and how people can “embrace
the future with open arms.”
JIAH is an education and advocacy organization

Children of Abraham to hold
program on Jan. 22
The Children of Abraham will introduce a new
monthly interfaith discussion series, “Islam, Judaism,
and Christianity: Common Ground, Collaboration and
Mutual Respect,” on Sunday, January 22. The facilitated
discussion group will meet on the fourth Sunday of the
month from 3-5 pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church,
183 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. People can attend one
session or participate in many. The second session will
be held on February 26.
“These discussions allow us to continue our pursuit of

that supports multiple-heritage Jews, assisting Jewish
communities and organizations in the creation of “sustainably-diverse” communities.
Halpert Rodis is a rabbinical and education student from
Glen Rock, NJ, currently in her second year of studies at
Hebrew Union College. She received a B.A. in cultural
anthropology in 2011 from the University of Mary Washington. Thalia was a Shalom Hartman 2015-16 rabbinical
student fellow in Jerusalem and worked for Mitzvah Corps’
Civil Rights Journey last summer.

Tot Time at TC

dialogue, collaboration and mutual respect throughout
the spectrum of the great three Abrahamic religious
traditions,” said program organizers. “Our facilitated
discussion groups offer a safe environment to explore
the hopes and concerns within our communities, the
fears that may divide us, religious and cultural traditions, and current events through the lenses of our
religious teachings.”
Anyone interested in attending is asked to contact Temple
Concord at 723-7355 or TempleConcord@stny.rr.com.

Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their
parents, will be held on Saturday, January 21, from 9:3010:30 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton.
The focus this month will be on tzedakah.
Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. A
parent must attend with children. Reservations will be
appreciated and can be made by e-mailing Lauren Fitch
at TCTots@gmail.com.
Children are introduced to Judaism through a story,
a hands-on activity and a snack each month. For more
information, contact Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.

TC Sisterhood book review
program on Jan. 29

Call Sue Krause to
buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate

ge

Real Estate Broker
of interest for everyone. I love doing this reRabbi Rachel Esserman will review three novMulti-Million Dollar Producer
els at a Temple Concord Sisterhood program on
view for Sisterhood and am looking forward
Direct:
607-760-3366
Sunday, January 29, at 1 pm, at 9 Riverside Dr.,
to the event.”
Office:
Binghamton. The community has been invited to
“Here I Am” is a new novel about the con607-772-1177
4747
Vestal
Parkway East
attend. The fee will be $3. Reservations should
flicting duties of being father, husband and son,
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com
be made by Friday, January 27, by contacting
as well as being Jewish and American.
Sisterhood Adult Education/Programming
“Judas” is a love story and deals with coming
Chairwoman Ani Loew by leaving a message
of age. It also looks at what it means to be an
2nd Annual
or a text at 761-3122 or by e-mailing aniloew@
Israeli. The novel is set in the late 1950s.
Chag Sameach from
gmail.com. Refreshments will be served. The
“The Girl in Venice” is set in Venice in 1945,
snow date will be Sunday, February 5.
when a fisherman discovers the still living body
Rabbi Rachel
Esserman will review three books: “Here I
of a Jewish woman floating in a lagoon. He faces
Esserman
Am” by Jonathan Safran Foer, “Judas” by Amos
a moral dilemma about helping the woman or
Sunday, January 29 at 10am
Licensed Associate
Oz and “The Girl in Venice” by Martin Cruz Smith.
turning her over to the Nazis.
Realbreakfast
Estate Broker
Come eat
“I’m looking forward to reading these three very
Esserman is the executive editor and book reviewer
Multi-Million
Dollar Producer
with your favorite characters
different novels that were among the most anticipated of for The Reporter Group. Her editorials and reviews have
Direct:
607-760-3366
the fall 2016 book season,” said Esserman. “They cover won awards from the American Jewish Press Association
to help support the ECC!
Office: 607-772-1177
a wide variety of topics, so there should be something and the Syracuse Press Club. In 2015, she won first place
4747 Vestal Parkway East
Children are encouraged to dress
in the Syracuse Press Club for her book review “Difficult E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com
and will
Parts of Life,” and in 2014 she won second place for the
Calllike
Sue their
Krausefavorite
to buy orcharacters
sell your house!
print editorial “Unacceptable Treatment.”
have
the
opportunity
to
get
their
picture
Continued from page 1
Her work has been published in “The Women’s Torah
taken with a character for a $10.00 fee.
and mind-expanding discourse,” said Slonim. “This is by Commentary “ and “The Women’s Haftarah Commentary.”
RSVP’s
appreciated. Please contact
far the most captivating course we’ve ever offered and I She also has written a book of poetry, “I Stand by the River.”
L’Shanah
T
ovah
fromat 724-2417 ext. 431 or
Hap
Nichole
Fuller
In addition, she serves as the Jewish chaplain for the
encourage everyone to attend.”
“The Dilemma” is accredited in New York state for Broome Development Disabilities Service Office in Bingemail NicholeF@binghamtonjcc.org.
continuing legal education credits for attorneys and others hamton. She is a freelance rabbi and adult education leader,
in the legal professions. Like all JLI programs, this course which includes being rabbi-on-call for local Reform and
500 Clubhouse Rd.,
Li
is designed to appeal to people at all levels of knowledge, Conservative synagogues’ lifecycle events and hospital Licensed Associate Vestal, NY 13850
Real Estate Broker
Re
visits.
She
has
also
taught
for
various
organizations
in
including those without any prior experience or background
(607) 724-2417
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Multi-M
in Jewish learning. All JLI courses are open to the public, New York and Pennsylvania.
www.binghamtonjcc.org
Direct:
607-760-3366
Direct: 607-760-3366
Esserman received her rabbinic
ordination
and master
and attendees need not be affiliated with a particular synOffice: 607-772-1177
Office: 607-772-1177
of arts in Hebrew letters from
theVestal
Reconstructionist
agogue, temple, or other house of worship.
4747
Parkway East Rab4747 Vestal Parkway East
PA.skrause@realtyusa.com
She has her bachelor’s
E-mail:
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com
JLI, the adult education branch of Chabad-Lubavitch, binical College in Wyncote,
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
ofKrause
Pennsylvania.
Call Sue
to buy or sell your house!
Call Sue Krause to buy or s
offers programs in more than 800 locations in the U.S. degree in sociology from the University
is pleased to welcome
and in numerous foreign countries, including Argentina,
Australia, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia,
Denmark, Estonia, France, Finland, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Guatemala, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan,
the Netherlands, Panama, Russia, South Africa, Sweden,
Call Sue Krause
Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, Uruguay
Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928
to
buy
or sell your house!
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
and Venezuela. More than 400,000 students have attended
women’s health care.
JLI classes since the organization was founded in 1998.

BreakfastSuzanne
Ball
Krause

JLI

Suzanne
Krause

Su
K

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

Suzanne Krause

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE
Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

Tov Sophia Klin!
Mazel

Your solo was very moving
and you took our breath away with
your stunning performance on Sunday with
The Binghamton Youth Symphony.

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336
Fax 800-948-5844
parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
H A N D IC A P P E D A C C E S S IB LE

She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
Licensed
Associate
• Birth Control Options including
IUD's and
Nexplanon
Real
Estate
Broker
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical
Hormone
Therapy
Multi-Million
Dollar
• Weight Management
Producer
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional
Supplements!
Direct:
607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

607.754.9870
4747 Vestal Parkway East

E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Women’s OB/GYN Associatess
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
my.womensobgyn.info

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and
Karen Castoro FNP

Sm
Bu
Pro

January 20-26, 2017

Page 4 - The Reporter

Off the Shelf

Family and identity
RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Since the 1990s, memoirs have become an increasingly popular genre. Some critics have complained that too
many people are using the form – writing about their lives
even when nothing particularly interesting has happened
to them. Many of these writers focus on their family of
origin, with complaints about imperfect parents being
the highlight of these works. Some readers find the genre
comforting because it affirms their experiences. Whatever
one’s response, the genre continues to flourish. The three
memoirs in this review focus on family relationships – good
and bad – throughout several generations.

“The First Jewish Americans”
exhibit

The New-York Historical Society will
examine the story of newcomers to the New
World, both Jewish and of Jewish ancestry, who
made their way to colonial America and engaged fully in
the cultural, social and political life of the young nation.
On view until February 26, “The First Jewish Americans:
Freedom and Culture in the New World” will feature more
than 170 objects, including early portraits, drawings, maps,
books, documents and ritual objects primarily drawn from
the Princeton University Jewish American Collection. In
addition to objects from the New-York Historical Society, the exhibition will showcase loans from museums
nationwide and abroad. Highlights include two landscape
paintings by Sephardic Jew Camille Pissarro, on loan from
the National Gallery of Art, depicting St. Thomas – the
Caribbean island where the artist was born in 1830 – and
a group of six portraits depicting members of the LevyFranks family, members of New York City’s 18th-century
Jewish community, from the Crystal Bridges Museum of
American Art.
It will also showcase, for the first time on public
display, the manuscripts relating to Mexican Inquisition
victim Luis de Carvajal – considered the earliest extant
Jewish books in the New World. The documents and other
materials in the exhibition underscore the long reach of
the Spanish and Portuguese Inquisitions, which followed
settlers of Jewish ancestry into the New World, forcing
confessions and burning suspected “Judaizers” at the
stake in autos-de-fé.
For more information, visit www.nyhistory.org/ or
contact the society at 212-873-3400.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
DAJAMA, LLC
Articles of Organization were filed
with the NY State Dept. of State,
Division of Corporations and State
Records on October 25, 2016. Office
and principal business location: 133
Rogers Road, Port Crane, Broome
County, New York. Secy. of State
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served and shall mail process to:
133 Rogers Road, Port Crane, NY
13833, principal business address of
the LLC, Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Murfreesboro, LLC,
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 12/1/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
LLC agent upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to: LLC,
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905,
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose:
A ny L aw f u l P u r p o s e. D a te o f
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Columbus, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
12/16/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,

“The Bridge Ladies”
The term “generation gap” isn’t used as frequently now
as it was in the 1960s and ‘70s. However, it accurately
describes the relationship between Betsy Lerner and her
mother, Roslyn, as it’s portrayed in Lerner’s “The Bridge
Ladies: a Memoir” (Harper Wave). Lerner, who couldn’t
wait to escape her suburban childhood and move to New
York City, never understood her mother’s generation: a
group of women who limited their lives to home and hearth.
This lifestyle is represented by the weekly bridge game
that remains part of these women’s lives even as husbands
die and age takes its toll.
When Lerner’s husband accepts a job in the suburban
community in which she grew up, Lerner finds herself still
reacting to her mother as if she were a teenager. After one
particularly upsetting episode, she decides not only to find
a way to change her reactions, but learn more about her
mother and her bridge friends. Thus begins her attendance
at their weekly bridge games and her private interviews
with each friend. Lerner discovers that these women’s lives
were not as limited as she first thought, although, at the
same time, she still finds herself frustrated with the way
they expressed their friendship – particularly their refusal
to share their feelings.
However, the memoir is as much about Lerner as it is
about these women. Lerner begins bridge lessons and, even
though she’s horrible at first, begins to see why the game
is so appealing. She also learns more about her mother and
the hardships Rosyln faced, including the death of one of
her daughters at the age of 2. This rarely mentioned tragedy
informed her family life in ways that Lerner is still trying
to understand.
“The Bridge Ladies” is a well written, thoughtful work.
It takes Lerner a long time to see her mother as a human
being, rather than just a parent. She grapples with the idea
that Roslyn’s comments about her life can be well meaning,
rather than judgmental – a lesson with which Lerner still
struggles. The stories of the other women in the bridge
group are also interesting and teach Lerner an additional
lesson, this time about aging and managing loss. Lerner’s
greatest success is the way she comes to appreciate these
women for whom they are and what they have accomplished.
“Flying Couch”
Three generations of women reacting against each other: that serves as a summary of Amy Kurzweil’s “Flying
Couches: A Graphic Memoir” (Catapult/Black Balloon). Of
course, the simple statement doesn’t do justice to Kurzweil’s
attempts to understand her mother and grandmother, and
form her own identity.
The interaction between mother and grandmother are
generational and cultural: Bubbe is a Holocaust survivor
who still doesn’t trust the world around her. She speaks
with an accent and has a limp due to an unhealed wound

that occurred during the war. Kurzweil’s mother’s reaction
to what she seems as her mother’s eccentricities is to try
to draw as little attention to herself in public as possible.
Since she is also a psychologist, she analyses Kurzweil’s
decisions, which irritates the graphic artist and sets the tone
for their interactions. Although her family isn’t religious,
Kurzweil was sent to Hebrew school and visited Israel
during college. What forms part of her religious identity is
her desire to tell the story of how Bubbe survived the war.
While these sections were well done, my favorites
focus on Kurzweil’s identity crisis. Her drawings of “The
Great Game of Jewish Practice, College Edition” and the
“University-wide Identity Fair,” which features four different types of Jews on campus, are clever and funny. The
graphics work as a verbal shortcut, allowing Kurzweil to
cover a great deal of material in a small amount of space.
“Flying Couch” gives readers insight into what it means
to be a young Jew in contemporary times.
“Treyf”
Ever feel like you’ve read a book before? Usually that
happens when two novels have similar plots. However, this
time, the feeling occurred when reading Elissa Altman’s
“Treyf: A Life as an Unorthodox Outlaw” (New American
Library). At first, I thought it was because I’ve read Altman’s first memoir, “Poor Man’s Feast.” Then I realized
the themes she discusses are similar to another memoir,
“My Fat Dad” by Dawn Lerman, that I read during the
past year: Both talk about their parents’ bad marriages and
divorces. Each has a parent who could live without food
and another who is fixated on eating. Both writers also had
a grandmother who taught them to equate food with love
and who played a major influence on their lives.
While the major outlines for the memoir are the same,
the details do vary, as do the life choices the authors made.
Altman’s portrayal of her parents shows how difficult their
own lives were: her grandfather, a cantor, was violent and
the cause of her father’s love of treif (non-kosher food).
Her grandmother Gaga, her mother’s mother, shows her
the beauty of food, even as her Altman’s mother fixated
on show business and being thin. Both sets of grandparents kept kosher, but Altman learns to love treif from
eating out with her father. However, she also wanted a
bat mitzvah like her friends, even after her father reminds
her they aren’t religious. What she learned in religious
school wasn’t enough to make her want to keep kosher:
the memoir is framed by her purchase of a butchered
whole pig, which she plans to cook and serve during a
cold New England winter.
“Treyf” left me feeling sorry for Altman. Her parents’
choices were far from acceptable and it’s not surprising
she needed to forge her own path. Exactly how she does
that was the tale told in her first memoir. This one helps
explain why she felt the need to escape.

LEGAL NOTICE
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Peoria, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on 12/7/16.
Office location: Broome County. SSNY
designated LLC agent upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date
of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Brighton, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
12/16/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 81 North
Media Group, LLC. The date of filing
of the Articles of organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was 10/6/16. The County in which
the principal place of business shall
be located is Broome County. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to United States Corporation Agents,
INC, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202,
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any

Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution:
None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC.
Name: Binghamton Lacrosse Camp,
LLC. Articles of Organization were
filed with the Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on 12/16/2016.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to the LLC, 1
Ely Park Blvd 6-2, Binghamton, NY
13905. Purpose: To engage in any
lawful act.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

2.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Deposit
Lawn Care Services LLC.
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is December
22, 2016.

3.

The date of existence of the
LLC is January 1, 2017.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is to be located

To place a legal notice,
contact Bonnie at
724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

is Broome County.
5.

6.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any process against the
LLC served upon him or her
is: 698 Big Hollow Road,
Deposit, NY 13754.
The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.

______________________
Notice of Formation of
Olive Street, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 70 Olive Street, Johnson
City, NY 13790. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Beagell Family, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was January 11, 2017. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process

against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
_____________________
Notice of Formation of
Hopkins Forestry, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 1/04/2017.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 1114 East Maine Road,
Johnson City, NY 13790. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the limited liability
company is: HILLSIDE FLOWER
GIRLS, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles of
Organization of the Company with
the Secretary of State was January
3, 2017. The County in which the
principal place of business of the
Company shall be located is Broome
County. The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent of
the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of
any process against the Company to
2153 Farm to Market Road, Johnson
City, New York 13790. The purpose of
the business of the Company is any
lawful business purpose.
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TI’s Interim Rabbi Brown gave talk on prayer
Temple Israel Interim Rabbi Geoffrey
Brown gave the first of six scheduled talks
on prayer to a group of approximately 25
congregants at the temple on January 8.
The first class dealt with the origin and
evolution of prayer in the Jewish tradition,
along with various concepts of what prayer
entails. The session combined lecture material and extemporaneous commentary from
Brown, as well as reflection by members
of the class.
Each of the classes is meant to be appreciated and enjoyed as a “stand alone”
experience, and all classes are open to

At right: Temple
Israel’s Interim
Rabbi Geoffrey
B ro w n g a v e
the first of a
series of talks
on prayer on
January 8.
anyone interested in exploring the nature of
prayer. The second class in the series will
be held on Sunday, February 12, at 10 am,
and will feature a brunch.

Drawing

painting like with water colors or markers,
colored pencils, crayons, spray paints; these
are some of the tools I can draw with on
my iPad and I can combine all of them in
one picture. It really makes a difference. I
don’t know how well that would work using
paint and brushes. Plus, no mess to clean
up. I just turn off my iPad and recharge it.”
Her subject matter varies and Rozen finds
inspiration from a variety of sources: “On
the Internet, in magazines or just by looking
at a picture I took or have seen. I really love
to draw florals and whimsical things. Birds,
animals and butterflies are also favorites.
Actually, I love anything that inspires. I am
still trying to do better on faces. I keep trying
and I have always felt that the more you try,
the better you can get.”
Digital art is not the only artwork she’s
done in past years. Rozen has recently
explored making mosaics. “I made two
large mosaic mirrors at Jablon Studios,”
she noted. “One I made for myself and
the other for my daughter, who loves Van
Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ so I created a mirror
with that in mind for her. I’ve painted a
picture in acrylics for her and even made
her a mezuzah using that theme. I took my

Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown spoke to congregants at Temple Israel on January 8.
Continued from page 1
is something else I like doing. I have done
needle point and have a collection of bears
sitting on my couch! I actually love learning
how to make just about anything and have
tried glass, ceramics, soap making and drying
the flowers [her daughters] give me because
I hate to throw them away!”
Rozen’s digital artwork is available
framed and as cards or magnets. She takes

requests for drawings and mezuzot, but
mezuzot must be ordered at least several
weeks in advance. Arrangements can be
made to view her digital artwork on Facebook at Artful Musings by Bonnie or by
messaging her at Bonnie Rosen Rozen. Her
work is also available on Instagram under
Bonniedroz. For more information, contact
Rozen at 725-9182 or bdrozen@gmail.com.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Jewish foundation’s “Inspired by Israel” video contest
Examples of Bonnie Rozen’s digital
drawings.
childhood sled and did mosaics on it in the
style of MacKenzie-Childs.”
Rozen also works in a variety of other
formats. “I have created more than 100 [mezuzot] out of Sculpey clay – all different – for
doctors, a caterer, a magician, for wedding
and bar/bat mitzvah gifts,” she added. “I have
picked up leaves from the ground and made
beautiful flowers out of them. Decoupage

The Adam and Gila Milstein Family Foundation, in partnership with the Israel Video
Network and the 12Tribe Films Foundation, has launched the second annual “Inspired
by Israel” video contest (http://www.israelvideonetwork.com/enter-our-video-contest/).
The contest seeks entrants “to submit videos that entertain, educate and inspire people
about Israel.” A total of $20,000 in cash prizes will be awarded to the winning videos,
including an $8,000 grand prize. “This contest offers a vivid and dynamic way for us to
show the amazing people, places and innovations of Israel,” said philanthropist Adam
Milstein, co-founder of the Milstein Family Foundation. Last year’s winning video was
“Superman’s Got Nothing on Israel,” which highlighted Israeli humanitarian and disaster relief responses around the world. According to the contest rules, participants must
register by Feb. 1 and the videos must be submitted by March 6. Public voting on the
videos will take place from March 20-29, with the panel determining the top 10 prize
winners following the public voting. Winners will be announced on April 30.

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
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God’s role in nature

Shemot, Exodus 1:1-6:1
It was at the beginning of the fall semester of fifth
grade. I had arrived on the public bus, as always, and
took my place at my desk as usual. It seemed very quiet.
There were very few other students there when the teacher
came into the class. He didn’t say anything out of the
ordinary but he had a grim look on his face. This was
very unusual because Mr. Cohenson was a very pleasant,
almost jolly man, but he didn’t seem very happy that
morning. Every few minutes another parent would stick
his or her head in the classroom door and another student
would be whisked away. I had no idea what was going
on and was starting to worry. How come no one was in
school? Why were mothers and fathers peeking in and
taking their kids home? Where was my mother? Finally,
Mr. Cohenson, sensing that the few of us who were left

RABBI SCOTT L. GLASS, TEMPLE BETH-EL, ITHACA, NY
had no idea what was going on, shared the news that a
hurricane had been predicted and, as we could see, the
heavy rain had already started. As our school buildings
were only separated from the ocean by the beach and a
wide boulevard, we could see the growing waves. As
most of us lived somewhere along the peninsula that
jutted into the Atlantic, we knew a little about the danger
of such raging storms.
Finally, my mother arrived and hurried me out to the
car where my brother waited. It was just a few weeks
since she’d earned her driver’s license and my mother was
a tentative driver at best, but this morning she couldn’t
afford to be anything but aggressive. We drove down
Seagirt Boulevard at a fast clip and, as we turned onto
Beach Channel Drive, Seagirt flooded behind us. My

brother and I stared wide-eyed out the back window as
we watched a wave engulf the street we’d just left. We
drove the eight miles to our home dodging the deepening puddles, my mother concentrating intently, and my
brother and I sitting in frightened silence. My mother’s
relief was palpable as we pulled up in front of our house.
It was the only mistake she made that day – not pulling
the car into the driveway – but she was so intent on
getting us to safety, it was all she could think about. We
jumped out of the car, rushed into the house through the
torrential rain and my mother hurried us upstairs to my
grandparent’s apartment on the second floor. The lights
flickered and went out. Fortunately, we were prepared
with lanterns and candles.
See “Nature” on page 8

Congregational Notes
Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Friday, January 20, at 6:30 pm, Shabbat on the Road
will be held at Brookdale Senior Center, across from the
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
On Saturday, January 21, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown.
The Torah portion will be Exodus 1:1-6:1. The haftarah
will be Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23. Bima guest will
be Maxine Rosenberg. A learning session with Brown
will follow services at about 12:30 pm. The topic will
be “Shema and its Blessings: Where does it fit in? What
do you mean ‘And its blessings?’”
On Sunday, January 22, at 10 am, there will be a
Temple Israel/Temple Concord adult education brunch
and lecture. Speaking on “The Diversity of Judasim” will
be Thalia Halpert Rodis, from the organization Jews in
ALL Hues. She will discuss what the landscape of Judaism looks like today and how people can “embrace the
future with open arms.” The cost will be $5 per person.
For reservations, call or e-mail the temple.
On Monday, January 30, the temple office will be closed.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when
religious school is in session.

On Friday, January 20, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman Wartell.
On Saturday, January 21, at 9 am, there will be religious
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 9:30 am,
there will be Tot Time. At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat
family services and birthday blessings with the dalet class,
Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg. This
will be followed by a potluck lunch. All have been invited.
At 6 pm, there will be happy hour and Havdalah with entertainment from Jan DeAngelo.
On Tuesday, January 22, at 10 am, there will be a joint Temple Concord/Temple Israel Adult Ed. brunch at Temple Israel.
On Friday, January 27, at 6:30 pm there will be a BYO
Shabbat picnic dinner. At 8 pm, there will be Shabbat evening
services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, January 28, at 9 am, there will be religious
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 9:30 am,
there will be Tot Time. At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat
services.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd.
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly.
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call
the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Friday, January 20, light candles......................... 4:45 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 21..................... 5:47 pm
Friday, January 27, light candles......................... 4:54 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 28..................... 5:56 pm

Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, January 20.................................................. 4:45 pm
Shabbat, January 21................................................... 9 am
.......................................................Mincha/Maariv 6:10 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., January 22.................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., January 23-27............................................. 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., January 22.................................................... 4:50 pm
Mon.-Thurs., January 23-26........................................ 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, January 20, the gimel-dalet class service
will be held at 6:15 pm.
On Saturday, January 21, Shabbat Noar services will
be held at 11:15 am.
On Sunday, January 22, at 7:30 pm, there will be a TBE
adult ed. program featuring a film screening followed by a
discussion facilitated by Deborah Starr, associate professor
of modern Arabic and Hebrew literature and film in the
Department of Near Eastern Studies at Cornell University.
On Saturday, January 28, the annual Evening of Jewish
Stories, Poetry and Music will be held at 7:30 pm. There
will be a requested donation of $4 per person or $8 per
family, and refreshments will be served. (See article on
page 1 for more information.)

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a
national association with over 30 member communities and
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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Jewish Community Center

Breakfast Ball at the JCC

The Jewish Community Center of
Binghamton will host its second annual
Breakfast Ball on Sunday, January 29, at 10
am, at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
Admission will cost $5 per person, with a
$20 per family maximum. Reservations
will be appreciated and can be made with
Nikki Fuller at 724-2417, ext. 431. The
contributions from the fund-raiser will go
to the JCC’s Early Childhood Center.
“The proceeds go toward items needed in
the classrooms that create an overall better
environment for the children,” said Nikki
Fuller, ECC assistant director. Proceeds
from the first Breakfast Ball went to such
items as thermometers and cots.
The event will be family oriented and
open to the entire community. “Children and
their families can come and eat breakfast
with their favorite characters,” explained
Marley Vavra, a preschool teacher and one of
the event organizers. Several Disney, Marvel and DC characters will be represented,
including Snow White, Rapunzel, Wonder
Woman, Spider-man and more. There will
be formal photo opportunities for the children to take pictures with the characters
for a $10 fee, which will benefit the ECC.
The breakfast will feature standard
breakfast foods. There will be other activities, such as music, dancing and coloring.
“We wanted to do a fun thing for children
and their families to attend,” said Vavra.
“The ECC provides a warm and caring

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

Children in costumes attended and took
photos at last year’s Jewish Community
Center Breakfast Ball.
environment where children explore, experiment, play, grow and learn to ask questions,” noted a representative. Programming
is offered for infants through age 5, including
full-day daycare and preschool, half-day
preschool, art and physical education
classes, and Universal Pre-Kindergarten.
For more information about the Breakfast
Ball, ECC programming or the JCC, contact
the JCC office at 724-2417.
The JCC is a not-for-profit organization
and partner agency of the United Way and
the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton that serves the community-at-large
regardless of age, race, religion or sexual
orientation. Financial assistance is available
to all who qualify as long as funds remain.

Singers and actors wanted

Jan DeAngelo and Company will be
staging the concert version of the Tony
Award winning Rodgers and Hammerstein classic “South Pacific”in February at
the Cider Mill Playhouse in Endicott as a
fund-raiser for the Fitness Department at
the Jewish Community Center.

Rehearsals are now being held on Sunday
afternoons at 3 pm at the Jewish Community
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Those
looking for some “tropical, musical fun” this
winter can drop in for the next rehearsal, or
call Jan DeAngelo at the JCC, 724-2417, ext.
133, and leave a message for more details.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

ADL to Huffington Post Arabic website: remove blog blaming
Jews for Mohammad’s death
The Anti-Defamation League is calling on the Huffington Post to remove a blog from
its Arabic-language website that promotes the conspiracy theory that Jews poisoned to
death the Islamic prophet Mohammad. “It is troubling that an antisemitic screed cleared the
Huffington Post’s editorial review process and that our concerns so far have been ignored,”
said ADL CEO Jonathan A. Greenblatt. The blog, originally published on Nov. 29, stated
outright in its title that a Jewish woman used arsenic to poison Mohammed, while the text
included that claim and other anti-Jewish conspiracy theories. The ADL initially reached out
to the editor of the Huffington Post Arabic website on Dec.7, but never received a response.
But following the outreach, the blog was given a less aggressive title, “Did the Prophet Die
From Being Poisoned With Arsenic?” The blog’s antisemitic language, however, remained.

Israelis develop smartphone app to diagnose sleep apnea

Israeli researchers at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev have developed a new system
to help diagnose obstructive sleep apnea (or OSA) while the patient is still awake using their
smartphone. “We’ve developed technology that could help diagnose OSA and sleep disorders
in a convenient way,” said Dr. Yaniv Zigel, head of Ben-Gurion University’s Biomedical Signal
Processing Research Lab, and Prof. Ariel Tarasiuk, head of the Sleep-Wake Disorders Unit
at Soroka University Medical Center in Be’er Sheva. “The audio-analysis application can
record speech signals from awake subjects. Now, we will be able to get a fast, OSA severity
estimation without an overnight sleep study.” UThe new system does not require contact sensors and can be installed onto a smartphone or a different device that uses a microphone. The
software analyzes speech while the patient is awake and evaluates overnight breathing sounds.
Researchers have already tested the new Israeli-developed system on more than 350 subjects.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Gaza’s residents angered by Hamas’s failure to address
energy crisis

Residents of the Gaza Strip are angered by the failure of Hamas, the Palestinian
terror group that governs their territory, to address the area’s severe energy crisis.
Gaza’s recent power shortage has left residents with only three to four hours of
electricity per day and has sparked rare internal Palestinian criticism of Hamas, including protests and most recently a suicide attempt. Gaza civilian Islam al-Maqusi,
20, doused himself in gasoline and set himself on fire on Jan. 16 in the al-Bureij
refugee camp, the Times of Israel reported. Police believe al-Maqusi, who was

Nature
My brother and I stood at the front window and saw
something amazing: the Atlantic Ocean and Jamaica Bay
met in front of our house. Our car was engulfed in the
huge wave and not long after we watched as the big corner mail box floated down past our house and other large
objects followed – garbage cans, baby carriages, then a
few neighbors in a rowboat. It was an unbelievable sight.
Living near the beach, we had always been warned of
the power of water, but we could have never imagined what
we were watching. My grandfather had once explained that
one of the reasons he bought our house was because it was
the highest property on the block and now we understood
why. Indeed, we were among the lucky ones. All we lost
was our car. Some of our friends and neighbors lost their
homes and all of their belongings. We heard of one or
two terrible occurrences that resulted in someone’s death.
Back in 1960, I don’t remember anyone referring to
Hurricane Donna as “an act of God” – not my teachers in
yeshiva, not my family, not my rabbi. It was viewed as a
natural disaster and I have no recollection of a discussion
about reward and punishment, divine retribution or anything
like that. This was true of Hurricane Sandy a few years
back, which was a much more devastating storm to that
part of the world. But a tragedy of this magnitude makes
such questions inevitable, even more than at times like a
terror attack. For this isn’t a question of man’s inhumanity

to man, but rather the wrath of nature raining down upon
humankind. And such tragedies lead, inevitably, to questions of God’s omnipotence, God’s role in nature, divine
justice and mercy.
My response in the face of such questions may not be
satisfying, but it’s all I have to offer. I would refer you to
this week’s Scriptural reading. We read here of God’s conversation with Moses at the burning bush. There are many
elements of this exchange that are relevant to our questions
and that are instructive for us. For me, of primary importance is the unique response of God to Moses’ question:
“When I come to the children of Israel and tell them ‘the
God of your ancestors has sent me unto you’ and they shall
say to me: ‘What is his name?’ What shall I tell them?’”
And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh asher Ehyeh,” usually
translated as “I am that I am.” Interpretations abound, but
for me this has always meant that God is and we humans
will never quite be able to fathom God or God’s ways. We
must simply accept God’s existence and the fact that we
will never be able to fully understand certain things in the
world. I’m OK with that, though I know others may not
be. Perhaps it’s because there’s so much in the world that
I already don’t comprehend that I can accept the fact that
I won’t fathom everything about God either. I don’t know.
God and God’s ways may defy understanding, but this
text holds more for us. It also tells us that while we may not
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hospitalized, committed the act in protest of the Hamas leadership. Neighboring
Arab countries are assisting Gazans, with Qatar promising $12 million in fuel
during the next three months. Turkey also committed emergency fuel, leading
Gaza’s electricity authority to announce on Jan. 16 that it would restore power
to Gazan households for eight hours per day. Israel’s Electric Corporation sells
power to the West Bank-based Palestinian Authority, which in turn distributes fuel
to Gaza-based Hamas in exchange for reimbursement. Yet Gaza residents have
accused Hamas of extortive tax hikes, making the residents unable to pay their
taxes or electricity bills and Hamas unable to reimburse P.A. for fuel. Despite the
pledged assistance from Arab countries, more Palestinian civilian protests against
Hamas were planned for the week of Jan. 16.
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Continued from page 6
comprehend the various aspects of God, we should remember
that God is a caring, loving God – God hears the sighs of
the Israelites, God is concerned about their suffering and
oppression. Even as God is caring, so God wants to instill
that same feeling in Moses. In Moses, we see every person
who ever lived who knows there’s something he or she
should do, but is reluctant to do: It’s inconvenient, it will take
a personal toll, the effort may meet with failure. But, in the
end, Moses moves to do God’s bidding. The lesson for us
here is that each of us has a role to play in saving the world.
God wants each of us to be a messenger of redemption, of
salvation. Moses had it in his power to do this big time. He
was the right man at the right time. I’d venture to say that
most of us will never have such a privilege. But ours is the
privilege, the responsibility, to act when the opportunity
arises. To be sure, our acts may be indirect and impersonal,
but they can be life-saving acts nonetheless. We may not
understand the tragedy, we may not be able to formulate a
cogent theosophy, but we do know what we can do to help.
I urge you, when the opportunity arises, to do what you can.
As we stand on the threshold of a new secular year, I
remind you that we declare at the beginning of each Jewish year that tzedakah, doing what is right and just, is one
way we can avert the evil decree. May it be our privilege
to act in accordance with that teaching whenever disaster
and suffering strike.

Grow with us.
Catherine A. Maliwacki, CPA
Mark A. Wasser, CPA
Jesse J. Wheeler, CPA, CFE
David M. Stella, CPA
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– Each year, there are more than 25 million
free credit reports provided to consumers, said Stuart
K. Pratt, president and CEO of the Consumer Data Industr y Association. To get a
free annual copy of your credit
report from Equifax, Experian
or TransUnion, go to w w w.
annualcreditreport.com.
 (NAPSA) – The Saver’s Credit
– a little-known tax credit made
available by the IRS to low- to
moderate-income workers – could
make saving for retirement more
affordable than you think, say experts at the Transamerica
Center for Retirement Studies®. For more information, visit
www.irs.gov.
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