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Federation board meeting 
open to community

The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Wednesday, January 
18, at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending 
should make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough 
materials will be available.

Spotlight

The Temple Israel/Temple Concord 
Adult Education Group will present 
the next program in its series of brunch 
programs on Sunday, January 22, at 10 
am, at Temple Israel, 4737 Deerfield Pl., 
Vestal. Speaking on “The Diversity of 
Judaism” will be Thalia Halpert Rodis, 
from the organization Jews in ALL Hues. 
The cost of the brunch will be $5 per 
person. To make reservations, contact the 
temple office at titammy@stny.twcbc.

By Michael Nassberg
Eitan Katz will perform on Sunday, Janu-

ary 28, at 8 pm, in the C4 multi-purpose hall 
at Binghamton University. The program will 
feature his traditional Jewish music, which 
is intended to both inspire and entertain with 
a positive Jewish message. In an interview 
with The Reporter, Katz spoke of what his 
work and faith mean to him.

As a cantor, composer, Torah student 
and father of five, Katz leads an espe-
cially busy life. “I play about 70 Jewish 
weddings a year and I’m also a cantor on 
the weekends, traveling, where I do most 
of my work,” he explained. A sought-out 
talent in the world of Jewish music, he 
regularly travels throughout the country 
and has played concerts around the world, 
including London, Amsterdam and Johan-
nesburg. He has recorded eight albums of 
original songs throughout his career, and 
continues to learn Torah at the Yeshiva 
Shor Yoshuv.

Now currently residing in Far Rocka-
way, NY, Katz grew up in Los Angeles, 
CA, and in Israel. He comes from a fam-
ily known for making music. His father, 

TC-TI adult education program “The Diversity of 
Judaism” to be held on Jan. 22

Thalia Halpert Rodis

com or 723-7461.
“More than half of all Jew-

ish millennials are adoptees, 
Jews by choice, children of 
intermarried parents and/or 
Jews of color,” noted program 
organizers. The event will ask 
whether Jewish communities 
are prepared to welcome Jewish 
millenials and their children. 
Halpert Rodis, a board member 

of JIAH, will discuss what the 
landscape of Judaism looks 
like today, and how people 
can “embrace the future with 
open arms.”

JIAH is an education and 
advocacy organization that 
supports multiple-heritage 
Jews, assisting Jewish com-
munities and organizations 
in the creation of “sustain-

ably-diverse” communities.
Halpert Rodis is a rabbinical and 

education student from Glen Rock, NJ, 
currently in her second year of studies 
at Hebrew Union College. She received 
a B.A. in cultural anthropology in 2011 
from the University of Mary Washington. 
Thalia was a Shalom Hartman 2015-16 
rabbinical student fellow in Jerusalem 
and worked for Mitzvah Corps’ Civil 
Rights Journey last summer.

Music and faith intertwine for cantor

TC Sisterhood book review program on Jan. 29

Rabbi Rachel 
Esserman

Cantor Avshalom Katz, “is a very well 
known and beloved cantor and teacher 
throughout America,” said Eitan, adding 
that his father has taught thousands of 
students. His brother, Rabbi Shlomo Katz, 
is also a musician who now lives in Israel. 
“The first album I recorded, I did it with 
my father and brother when I was in high 
school, 12th grade,” Eitan noted. The CD, 
“Eilecha,” was followed a few years later 
by another collaboration between Eitan 
and Shlomo, “Biglal Avos.” Eitan followed 
these with six additional solo albums; his 
latest, “Pure Simcha,” is in production.

Being a musician, according to Katz, has 
“absolutely” helped him better express his 
faith. “There are so many components to 
obtaining a meaningful relationship with 
God,” he explained. “A lot of it is Torah 
study, a lot of it is practical Orthodox life, 
and there is underneath everything this 
thirst to use any tool possible to awaken 
one’s soul and one’s passion – that’s what 
music does for me.” He added that “you 
see people’s life change through the power 
of music. It can enhance one’s relationship 
with the creator; you learn more, you can 

Rabbi Rachel Esserman will review 
three novels at a Temple Concord Sister-
hood program on Sunday, January 29, at 1 
pm, at 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The 
community has been invited to attend. 
The fee will be $3. Reservations should be 
made by Friday, January 27, by contacting 
Sisterhood Adult Education/Programming 
Chairwoman Ani Loew by leaving a mes-
sage or a text at 761-3122 or by e-mailing 
aniloew@gmail.com. Refreshments will 
be served. The snow date will be Sunday, 
February 5.

Esserman will review three books: “Here 
I Am” by Jonathan Safran Foer, “Judas” 
by Amos Oz and “The Girl in Venice” by 
Martin Cruz Smith.

“I’m looking forward to reading these 
three very different novels that were among 
the most anticipated of the fall 2016 book 
season,” said Esserman. “They cover a 
wide variety of topics, so there should be 
something of interest for everyone. I love 
doing this review for Sisterhood and am 
looking forward to the event.”

“Here I Am” is a new novel 
about the conflicting duties 
of being father, husband and 
son, as well as being Jewish 
and American.

“Judas” is a love story and 
deals with coming of age. It also 
looks at what it means to be an 
Israeli. The novel is set in the 
late 1950s.

“The Girl in Venice” is set 
in Venice in 1945, when a 
fisherman discovers the still 
living body of a Jewish woman floating 
in a lagoon. He faces a moral dilemma 
about helping the woman or turning her 
over to the Nazis.

Esserman is the executive editor and 
book reviewer for The Reporter Group. 
Her editorials and reviews have won 
awards from the American Jewish Press 
Association and the Syracuse Press 
Club. In 2015, she won first place in 
the Syracuse Press Club  for her book 
review “Difficult Parts of Life,” and in 

2014 she won second place 
for the print editorial “Unac-
ceptable Treatment.”

Her work has been published 
in “The Women’s Torah Com-
mentary “ and “The Women’s 
Haftarah Commentary.” She 
also has written a book of poetry, 
“I Stand by the River.”

In addition, she serves as 
the Jewish chaplain for the 
Broome Development Dis-
abilities Service Office in 

Binghamton. She is a freelance rabbi and 
adult education leader, which includes 
being rabbi-on-call for local Reform 
and Conservative synagogues’ lifecycle 
events and hospital visits. She has also 
taught for various organizations in New 
York and Pennsylvania.

Esserman received her rabbinic ordina-
tion and master of arts in Hebrew letters from 
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
in Wyncote, PA. She has her bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from the University 
of Pennsylvania.

Eitan Katz

connect with something extremely spiritual, 
meaningful.” According to Eitan, music is 
“much more self-centered nowadays,” but 
it can be used for being spiritually healthy. 
“If you use music in the proper way you 
stir your soul; it’s bound to have an affect 
on your life.”

This perspective holds true with how 
Eitan sees the various venues in which 
he performs. “Where I see potential [for] 
connection, those are the most meaningful 
places.” Being able to inspire others is what 
inspires him. “The other night I was playing 
a synagogue in New York [where] there was 
an interest in really hearing. In London, a 
few weeks ago, I played in front of people 
I’d never played before. The energy was 
just insane.” Despite his relentless touring 
schedule, he is always excited by the op-
portunity to perform for Jewish audiences 
who are interested in hearing his music; 
according to Eitan, this is “what keeps it 
from getting into a somewhat rote schedule 
of doing it over and over again.”

Though his work requires “countless 
hours away from home” for recording in 
the studio and touring, being able to use his 

passion to inspire others around the world 
“influences me to continue to do what I’m 
doing,” he said. “It brings me back to my 
focus of what I want to do.”

Acknowledging the practical concerns 
of his career, he explained, “Anybody 
who does something artistic, you don’t 
See “Music” on page 3



January 13-19, 2017Page 2 - The Reporter

Opinion

HOW TO REACH US
Mail ~ The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse Rd. Vestal, NY 13850

E-mail ~ TReporter@aol.com • Fax ~ 607-724-2311
Phone ~ 607-724-2360 or 800-779-7896

Extension#/Department ~ 1. Advertising 2. Business Office 
3. Art Department  4. Circulation  6. Editorial/News www.thereportergroup.org

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

BINGHAMTON, NY

“The Reporter” (USPS 096-280) is published weekly for $36 per year by the
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, 500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850-3734.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Vestal, NY and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: 

Send address changes to The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse Road, 
Vestal, NY 13850-3734 or reach us by e-mail at TREPORTER@AOL.COM.

Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman 
Layout Editor Diana Sochor

Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen

Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown

Proofreaders
Barbara Bank, Eleanor Durfee, Fran Ferentinos, 

Leah Ferentinos, Rebecca Goldstein Kahn, 
Merri Pell-Preus, Ilene Pinsker, Heidi Thirer

The Reporter Editorial Board
Robert Neuberger, chairman
Aaron Alweis, Rachel Coker, 

Rebecca Goldstein Kahn, Ben Kasper, 
Richard Lewis, Dora Polachek

OPINIONS
The views expressed in editorials and opinion pieces are those of each author and 

not necessarily the views of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton. 
LETTERS

The Reporter welcomes letters on subjects of interest to the Jewish community. 
All letters must be signed and include a phone number;

names may be withheld upon request.

 ADS
The Reporter does not necessarily endorse any advertised products

and services. In addition, the paper is not responsible for the
kashruth of any advertiser’s product or establishment.

DEADLINE
Regular weekly deadline is noon, Wednesday, for the following week’s newspaper.

Dr. Howard Warner, President
Sima Auerbach, Executive Director

www.jfgb.org

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN,  EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

In My Own Words

My basic nature is not a particularly cheerful one. A friend 
once compared me to Charlie Brown, the Peanuts character 
for whom things never seem to go right. It doesn’t help that 
my life has never gone the way I expected, usually due to 
uncontrollable factors like health problems. At the same 
time, a small thread of optimism colors my pessimism: I 
expect things to go wrong, but hope they won’t. However, 
sometimes our changing our frame of mind can change 
how we feel – at least for matters of a personal nature.

I was reading a novel recently about a young woman in 
her 20s and had a chilling thought: so much is no longer 
possible in my life. Now, that thought didn’t really come 
as a surprise, at least about my personal life. For a long 
time, I’ve known that marriage is unlikely and children 
are now beyond the realm of the possible. That usually 
doesn’t bother me, but something about the book gave me 
pause. I was on the brink of feeling miserable when the 
strangest thing happened. I said to myself, “At least, I’m 
not living in Aleppo.” I almost laughed out loud because 
the statement reminded me of something my father used 
to say to me when I was upset as a teenager: “At least, no 

Looking on the bright side
one is shooting at you.” I hated the comment then, but 
so appreciate it now. After all, think of all the wonderful 
things most of us have that we take for granted: food to eat 
(usually in excess), clothing to wear (more than we need) 
and warm homes to live in. How miraculous to live in an 
age where we take running water and electricity for granted.

Afterward, I realized that I had a choice between feeling 
miserable and lost or appreciating the things I do have. That 
doesn’t mean I always feel that way: My recent 10-day 
bout of headaches and upset stomachs left me feeling not 
only physically rotten, but unhappy. However, I learned 
years ago to differentiate between non-physical problems 
and those caused by ill health. While at first it might seem 
my entire life needs to be changed, I know it’s best to wait 
until I’m feeling physically well before exploring other 
options. Decisions made during extreme illness don’t 
always turn out well.

This also doesn’t mean that I feel secure about the 
future. So much recent news has been scary – everything 
from hate crimes to worries about health insurance. Then 
there is my job in a dying industry – at least, that’s what 

everyone says about newspapers – and the worry about 
how long Federations will be willing to fund those papers.

I think if you showed the 18-year-old version of me my 
current life, her reaction would be an extreme “no, this can’t 
be!” My life is certainly not what she expected. The idea 
that we can do anything we want if we just try hard enough 
certainly doesn’t work for those with health problems. The 
poster given to me by a friend the first time I moved back to 
this area had a much better slogan: “Bloom where you are 
planted.” Yet, if I knew what would happen to my hearing 
during rabbinical school, I can’t say for certain whether I 
would have gone. My current life is also not what an older 
version of myself expected.

However, the one thing I do know is that we can’t change 
the past. We need to appreciate the present and work toward 
the future. Will our dreams all come true? No. Is life fair? 
No, and if you’re older than 5, you should already know 
that. Want to complain about your lost dreams? Think of 
the people of Aleppo whose lives were cut short before 
they had a chance to pursue their dreams. Sometimes it 
pay to look on the bright side.

By Rabbi Marc Schneier 
(JTA) – As we celebrate the birthday of Martin Luther 

King Jr., American Jews should reflect anew upon the 
epic struggle he led to free African-Americans from the 
shackles of bigotry and take pride in the singular role 
played by the Jewish community in support of King and 
African-Americans.

As we await the advent of the new Trump administra-
tion, it is more important than ever for our community to 
reconnect with that uplifting chapter in American history 
half a century ago. We should do so not for the purpose of 
self-congratulatory platitudes, but rather because we face 
a similar moment of moral testing now. Just as many Jews 
risked their very lives to go to the South in the 1960s in 
support of our African-Americans brothers and sisters, we 
must show similar courage and fortitude today and stand 
up for American Muslims, whose civil and human rights 
are under attack.

The history of the civil rights movement of the ‘60s 
shows vividly that when the civil rights of any community 
are compromised, Jews feel the responsibility to speak out 
and take a stand of moral conscience. As King declared: 

As allies of Martin Luther King Jr., Jews must fight 
for the civil rights of Muslims

“Our Jewish friends have demonstrated their commitment 
to the principle of tolerance and brotherhood, not only 
in the form of sizable contributions, but in many other 
tangible ways and often at great personal sacrifice. Can 
we ever express our appreciation to the rabbis who chose 
to give moral witness with us in St. Augustine?” He was 
referring to 16 rabbis who were arrested in Florida in 1964 
at a protest of Jim Crow segregation.

King went on to describe the “awful beating”of 
Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld of Cleveland by segregationists 
in Hattiesburg, MS, that same year and the deaths of 
two Jewish activists, Andrew Goodman and Michael 
Schwerner, who along with the black civil rights worker 
James Cheney were abducted and murdered in Neshoba 
County, also in Mississippi.

“It would be impossible to record the contribution that 
the Jewish people have made toward the Negro’s struggle 
for freedom  – it has been so great,” King said.

There is no question that Muslims in the United States 
are now facing similar struggles. According to an FBI report 
issued last November, hate crimes against Muslims shot up 
67 percent in 2015 to their highest levels since the aftermath 

of the 9/11 attacks in 2001. Throughout the recently con-
cluded yearlong presidential campaign, we saw a worrisome 
uptick in expressions of bigotry, including Islamophobia, 
antisemitism and anti-Hispanic and anti-immigrant rhetoric, 
much of it clearly in response to, or encouraged by, the 
demagogic rhetoric in the campaign itself.

Since the election on November 8, the number of hate 
crimes has soared. Mosques, synagogues and other houses 
of worship across the country have been desecrated by 
swastikas and hateful slogans, while in diverse cities, 
Muslim women have been assaulted by bigots intent on 
tearing off their hijabs.

I am proud that since the fall of 2007, when the Foun-
dation for Ethnic Understanding initiated the first Summit 
of North American Imams and Rabbis in New York, the 
American Muslim and Jewish communities have been work-
ing hard to build ties of communication and cooperation. 
Hundreds of synagogues, mosques, and Muslim and Jewish 
organizations across the U.S. have taken part in twinning 
events, while grass-roots Jews and Muslims in a number of 
cities have formed Muslim-Jewish solidarity committees 
based on the principle of standing up for each other when 
either community is demonized or discriminated against.

At the outset of 2016, with Islamophobia sharply on 
the rise, the foundation created #MASO (Muslims Are 
Speaking Out), a much-visited Facebook page that features 
American Muslims of all ages, ethnic backgrounds and 
walks of life passionately expressing revulsion at acts of 
extremism, terrorism and violence committed by supporters 
of the Islamic State terrorist group.

Thankfully, our foundation has not been alone in these 
efforts. The Anti-Defamation League has taken a strong 
stance opposing anti-Muslim bigotry, including discrediting 
legislative efforts in state legislatures across the U.S. to 
outlaw the the “phantom threat” of sharia (Islamic) law, 
while the American Jewish Committee recently joined 
with the Islamic Society of North America to create a 
new body, the Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council. In recent 
weeks, many rabbis and Jewish leaders have vowed that if 
the new administration institutes a Muslim registry, they 
themselves will be among the first to sign up for it.

While the American Jewish community has made a good 
start in standing up for our Muslim brothers and sisters, 
we are aware that many challenges lie directly ahead. As 
we observe Martin Luther King Jr. Day, American Jews in 

Aleppo needs action, not words
By Steven B. Nasatir

(JTA) – Aleppo, one of the world’s oldest cities and 
Syria’s largest metropolis, is synonymous with one of 
humanity’s cruelest conflicts – now surpassing the siege 
of Sarajevo as the deadliest and longest-running battle for 
a city in our time.

With an estimated 31,000 deaths, the battle for Aleppo 
has taken more than double the lives lost in Sarajevo. With 
total Syrian civilian deaths over the past five years report-
edly totaling some 450,000, including 50,000 children, the 
latest atrocities in Aleppo write another dreadful lament in 
the 21st-century dirge of savagery and indifference.

The world has failed to stop the carnage and the suffer-
ing, let alone adequately condemn it. Witness the morally 
bankrupt record of the U.N. General Assembly, which 
singled out Israel 20 times – and Syria just once – in 
2016. Ironically, this comes at a time when the people and 
government of Israel not only have spoken out, but have 
contributed significantly to aid Syrian victims, despite the 
history of enmity between the two countries. See “King” on page 11See “Aleppo” on page 6

In Israel, in Chicago and in Jewish communities and 
federations elsewhere, indifference to the suffering of in-
nocents is not an option. Through our Aleppo Assistance 
Fund, members of our community have an opportunity 
to respond through a Jewish lens. Contributions go to the 
national American Jewish Coalition for Disaster Relief, of 
which our Federation is a member. During the past three 
years, the coalition has provided nearly $2 million of hu-
manitarian aid to Syrians, reaching hundreds of thousands 
of people with medical supplies and assistance, especially 
for women and children with severe medical conditions 
due to abuse, torture or mutilation, and worse.

Locally, during the past few years, our Federation has 
fostered relationships and provided educational programs 
with key Chicago Syrian community organizations. Every-
one recognizes that the humanitarian catastrophe transcends 
political differences. Both Jews and Syrians hope this shared 
humanitarian concern for innocent civilians can pave the way 
for improved relations. The Syrian community recognizes 
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continue doing it unless you feel you can make a living 
off of it.” In his case, “When you see that what you’re 
doing is unique...  you see that God blessed you with a 
certain ability to inspire people.” For Eitan, the growth of 
his career developed naturally. “The more opportunities 
came up, the more inspired I was to continue exploring,” 
he said. “As [your] name gets out and people want you 
to do your thing more and more, it’s not really a decision 
you make – it’s made for you.”

Noting that he has not played in Binghamton before, 
Eitan mentioned that his sister is a leader on campus, and 
his visit will allow him to see the work she does. Addition-

ally, he explained the particular importance of performing 
for college students: “Campus life is exciting, but it’s also 
overwhelming and we all need those moments to stop 
and close our eyes and be connected with ourselves for 
a little bit.” As a “critical time” in a person’s life, where 
decisions are made that can have lifelong effects, Eitan 
hopes to provide “a night to reflect, dance, sing together.” 
He continued, “It’s going to be a most wonderful night. 
Most of these people I assume know my songs, which is 
humbling and inspiring to me.” He wants the occasion 
to be fun and entertaining, but “most importantly, a truly 
inspiring night.”

Music Continued from page 1

Tot Time at TC
Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their 

parents, will be held on Saturday, January 21, from 9:30-
10:30 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. 
The focus this month will be on tzedakah.

Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood 
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. A 
parent must attend with children. Reservations will be 
appreciated and can be made by e-mailing Lauren Fitch 
at TCTots@gmail.com.

Children are introduced to Judaism through a story, 
a hands-on activity and a snack each month. For more 
information, contact Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.

Jan DeAngelo will perform, singing and playing piano, 
for Havdalah Happy Hour on Saturday, January 21, at 6 
pm, in the Kilmer Mansion at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside 
Dr., Binghamton. All members of the community have 
been invited.

DeAngelo has recorded several albums and is “a much 
sought after vocalist,” according to program organizers. He 
has performed across the United States, Canada and Italy. He 

Klin
The Binghamton Youth Symphony will perform 

its winter concert on Sunday, January 15, at 3 pm, at 
West Middle School, West Middle Ave., Binghamton. 
Sophia Klin will play the violin as the soloist for the 
concert, playing “Nigun” from the “Baal Shem suite” 
by Ernest Bloch.

TC to hold Havdalah Happy Hour on Jan. 21
performs in many styles, including musical theater, cabaret, 
opera and pop. He was the recipient of the Friars Club Award 
from the Theater Department at Binghamton University in 
1987. DeAngelo received the Lifetime Achievement award 
from the Broome County Arts Council in 2012.

Following drinks and snacks, DeAngelo’s music and 
singing, and a brief Havdalah service, attendees can attend 
a dinner at a local restaurant. Those planning to attend have 

been asked to call 785-6787 or e-mail cbischo@bingham-
ton.edu so organizers can plan ahead. Those who will come 
to dinner should leave their name and phone number for 
a reservation. Reservations must be made by Wednesday, 
January 18. Messages can be left on the answering machine.

Havdalah Happy Hour is free and sponsored by the 
Temple Concord Outreach Committee. The inclement 
weather date will be Saturday, February 4.

Campaign rhetoric and post-election hate crimes 
draw Jewish historians into the fray

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – In the two months since the 

presidential election, American scholars and curators of 
Jewish history have sent a consistent message: Watch out.

“Our history reminds us of the dangers of racism and 
bigotry,” The Center for Jewish History warned in late 
December. In a November statement, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum said the “Holocaust did not begin with 
killing; it began with words.” That same month, an open letter 
from more than 200 American Jewish historians suggested 
that it “is not too soon to begin mobilizing in solidarity.”

The statements are rare acts of speaking out, their 
authors and signers say. Academics and historical institu-
tions generally try to stay above the political fray in their 
professional lives, focusing more on interpreting what once 
happened, not what’s happening now.

But a presidential campaign featuring the ethnically 
charged rhetoric of Donald Trump and many of his fol-
lowers, and an election aftermath that saw a rise in hate 
crimes and invective targeting Jews and other minorities, 
convinced the institutions to raise their voices.

“This was really a watershed moment for me,” said 
Hasia Diner, director of New York University’s Gold-
stein-Goren Center for American Jewish History, who 
helped organize the historians’ open letter. “It made me 
realize that in fact, as historians, no one is saying x, y or z 
is going to happen, but we had and have a responsibility 
to just wave the flag a bit.”

The letter, which was published in the Jewish Journal 
of Los Angeles one week after the election, was explicit in 
blaming Trump for fanning the flames of bigotry toward 
“Muslims, Latinos, women, and others.” It noted how the 
American Jewish community has flourished since World 
War II and called on American Jews, mindful of their own 
past persecution, to stand up against antisemitism and other 
forms of hatred.

“Our reading of the past impels us to resist any attempts 
to place a vulnerable group in the crosshairs of nativist 
racism,” the letter read. “It is our duty to come to their 
aid and to resist the degradation of rights that Mr. Trump’s 
rhetoric has provoked.”

Participants in an anti-hate rally on November 20 at a 
Brooklyn park named for the late Beastie Boys member 
Adam Yauch after it was defaced with swastikas. (Photo 
by Spencer Platt/Getty Images)

Throughout the presidential campaign and since the 
election, Jewish groups have split on how best to condemn 
antisemitism and how explicitly, if at all, to link it to the 
president-elect’s rhetoric. Some, like the Anti-Defamation 
League, have not been shy about criticizing Trump on 
issues like his call for a national registry of Muslims and 
a campaign ad it said used tropes that historically were 
used against Jews.

Others, like the Jewish Federations of North America, 
have reached out to Trump and offered their assistance and 
counsel without issuing critical statements.

Unlike the historians’ letter, the statements from the 
historical institutions avoided naming Trump or taking a 
political stance. But they also invoked the long history of 
Jewish persecution in urging Jews to stand up against bigotry.

“When the Jews faced annihilation in Europe, we re-
member that the campaign mounted against us began with 
hateful words,” read the December 28 statement by Joel 
Levy, president of the Center for Jewish History. “We must 
unequivocally protest acts of violence or discrimination 
motivated by ethnicity, religion, or sexual identity.”

A version of Levy’s statement was issued initially 
a year ago with slightly different language. That state-
ment, condemning “the toxic virus of Islamophobia” and 
specifically noting that Jews were once excluded from 
entry to the United States, came shortly after Trump first 
proposed a ban on Muslim immigration to the country. 
The updated statement condemns hate crimes “targeting 
Jews, Muslims, African-Americans, Hispanics and other 
minority groups.”

But Levy told JTA that the center was nonpartisan. 
“There are hateful voices from many quarters,” he told JTA. 
“I do not think this a political statement commenting on 
See “Rhetoric” on page 11
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

In America during the 1820s, the class hierarchy was 
clear. White men controlled the government and had the 
greatest number of rights. Following them were the Native 
Americans, although most whites considered them more 
savage than civilized. The next class consisted of those 
with black skins, most of whom were slaves and had no 
rights under the law. This hierarchy puzzles Abrahan Bento 
Sassaporta Naggar in Mary Glickman’s “An Undisturbed 
Peace” (Open Road Integrated Media). A Jewish immigrant 
to the U.S. from England, Abrahan doesn’t know exactly 
where he stands in this system. Although many Americans 
dislike Jews, he is considered equal to Christian whites, 
a status he would never had been able to attain if he had 
remained in London.

After his father dies, Abe’s mother petitions her suc-
cessful brother-in-law, Isadore, to bring her son to North 
Carolina. However, when Abe arrives, he discovers that his 
uncle considers him little more than an indentured servant 
who must work off the cost of his passage as a peddler in 
the surrounding hills. Naive and callow, Abe meets Marian, 
an older Indian woman, and falls in love with her. Yet, he 
has little to no understanding of her life and her history, 

A glimpse of early American life
particularly why she lives on her own rather than with her 
tribe. Even when Uncle Isadore surprises him by bringing 
Abe’s mother to America, Abe still hopes to repay his 
uncle and move west with Marion. When Abe learns of 
Marion’s history – how she fell in love with a black slave 
named Jacob – he must fight his jealous impulses to help 
her, even when it breaks his heart.

Glickman offers a glimpse of early American life from 
a less than traditional lense. For example, she shows how 
many Indians in North Carolina were ready to change 
their ways, and act and dress white in order to be treated 
as equals. Marian’s refusal to marry the white farmer her 
parents chose for her occurs before the novel began, but 
this action has a great influence on Abe’s life. However, 
the work’s greatest success is in showing Abe’s emotional 
and intellectual development – how he comes to appreciate 
Indian culture and learn to treat others as equals.

Abe gains his deepest insights after the Indian Removal 
Act is signed by President Andrew Jackson. North Carolina 
is to be emptied of all its Indians, leading to what became 
known as the Trail of Tears. The loss of life and horrible 
conditions on the trail were partly due to the U.S. Army’s 

unclear understanding of what it would take to move that 
number of people. However, as Abe learns, greed also 
played a major role, with vendors looking to make money 
from the removal and soldiers grabbing supplies meant 
for the Indians. Abe becomes involved in the removal for 
professional and personal reasons. The once callow youth, 
now a married man, shows how much he’s learned about 
justice and love, and the importance of acting on his beliefs.

“An Undisturbed Peace” was slow reading at first. At 
times, the plot meanders, particularly in the early sections, 
with readers learning about Jacob and Marian’s history 
from stories told by people Abe met in his travels. The 
younger Abe also came across as less interesting since his 
self-centeredness prevented him from understanding the 
feeling or thoughts of others. However, the last 150-200 
pages seemed to belong to a different book – one difficult 
to put down. The story of the Indian removal and Abe’s 
place in it made riveting reading, as did his thoughts about 
his position in the world. By the end of the novel, the story 
of the Trail of Tears – the horror of what occurred and the 
beauty of small victories that took place – was breathtaking 
and heartbreaking.

Non-Jewish Poles don yarmulkes to protest 
antisemitism

A kippah-clad man man took part in a silent march in Berlin 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Kristallnacht 
pogroms on November 9, 2013. (Photo by Carsten Koall/
Getty Images)

By Cnaan Liphshiz
(JTA) – On a quiet Thursday evening, Café Foksal in 

central Warsaw suddenly filled up with about 50 people 
wearing kippahs. The event was unusual for a city with 
very few observant Jews and an insignificant number of 
Israeli tourists. What made it exceptional is that almost 
none of the yarmulke wearers were Jewish. It was the 
latest twist in a media storm that has brewed around 
Café Foksal since a bartender was accused of antisemitic 
behavior toward two patrons, who were ejected allegedly 
for discussing Israel. 

The New Year’s Day incident, which surfaced originally 
in an unsigned post on the Gburrek blog, was amplified 
in the mainstream media and on social networks. Amid 
counter allegations that the complainants provoked the 
bartender with anti-Christian rhetoric, the affair highlighted 
the polarization between liberals and conservatives that is 
dividing Polish society. It was also the latest public rejection 

by a critical mass of people of any form of hate speech, 
antisemitic or otherwise.

Led by Ryszard Schnepf, a former ambassador of Po-
land to the United States, the kippah wearers – journalists, 
activists and others – came to Café Foksal aiming to defuse 
the tensions stoked by the media’s publication of the alle-
gations, which the bartender claims are false.

Before the delegation arrived, hundreds of people 
joined a Facebook group calling for a boycott of the 
café over the unverified – and hotly disputed – charges 
of antisemitism.

Hundreds more joined a rival Facebook group vowing 
support for Café Foksal, whose management has categor-
ically denied the antisemitism accusations. They claimed 
the patrons were tossed for engaging in anti-Christian hate 
speech about the Virgin Mary while under the influence 
of alcohol.
See “Yarmulkes” on page 11
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to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

DAJAMA, LLC

Articles of Organization were filed 
with the NY State Dept. of State, 
Division of Corporations and State 
Records on October 25, 2016. Office 
and principal business location: 133 
Rogers Road, Port Crane, Broome 
County, New York. Secy. of State 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 133 
Rogers Road, Port Crane, NY 13833, 
principal business address of the LLC, 
Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Murfreesboro, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/1/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution: 
None. 
______________________

shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to the 
Company, Attn: Casey Dean, 505 
East 6th St., Unit 814, Charlotte, NC 
28202. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of the Midwest, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/15/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Green 
Mountain - Vestal, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/23/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1550 Vestal Pkwy. East, 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Alpine Distribution, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was December 1, 2016. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of Formation of 401 Main 
Building LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/14/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 137 Powers Rd., 
Binghamton, NY 13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is OASIS
 STONE SCAPES LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is
 NOVEMBER 21, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The
 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall
 mail a copy of any process
 against the LLC served upon
 him or her is: PO Box 2039,
 Binghamton, NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DEAN CONSOLIDATED, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was November 28, 2016. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 

Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution: 
None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC. 
Name: Binghamton Lacrosse Camp, 
LLC. Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 12/16/2016. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to the LLC, 1 
Ely Park Blvd 6-2, Binghamton, NY 
13905. Purpose: To engage in any 
lawful act.  
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Deposit
 Lawn Care Services LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is December
 22, 2016. 

3. The date of existence of the
 LLC is January 1, 2017.

4. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is to be located
 is Broome County.

5. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a 
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her
 is: 698 Big Hollow Road,
 Deposit, NY 13754.

6. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Columbus, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Peoria, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 12/7/16. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Brighton, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 81 North 
Media Group, LLC. The date of filing 
of the Articles of organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was 10/6/16. The County in which 
the principal place of business shall 
be located is Broome County. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to United States Corporation Agents, 
INC, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
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Bar/Bat photos needed
Can we have your mug? Kids mugging for the camera and formal photos, that is. 

For The Reporter’s annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah issue (coming February 10), we need pho-
tos of all teens who became bar/bat mitzvah during the calendar year of 2016. We are 
looking for one of the teen by him/herself, as well as a photo of the celebration with 
family and friends.

Please mail or drop off these photos with identification – not written on the photos 
but on a separate piece of paper – including name, date and place of the bar/bat mitzvah 
ceremony. Please send them by Tuesday, January 31. Photos can be e-mailed, in TIF or 
JPG format, to TReporter@aol.com; please note in the subject line that a bar/bat photo 
for The Reporter is attached and include the necessary information in the message. 
Photos can also be dropped off Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-5 pm; and Friday 8:30 am-4 
pm. Or they can be mailed to The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850.

Participants in the Winter JLI course will 
explore modern situations and the complex 
dilemmas they give rise to, while seeking 
solutions by examining original talmudic 
texts. The all-new, six-session course, “The 
Dilemma: Modern Conundrums. Talmudic 
Debates. Your Solutions,” will be offered 
on Mondays at 7 pm, beginning on January 
30, and Wednesdays at 9:30 am, beginning 
on February 1 at the Chabad Center, 420 
Murray Hill Rd., Vestal.

The course fee will be $79, or $140 for 
couples or multiple sign-ups. The fee will in-
clude the course textbook. Participants have 
been urged to register in timely fashion by 
contacting course instructor Rivkah Slonim 
at rslonim@JewishBU.com. To register, one 
can also call the Chabad office at 797-0015 
or visit www.myJLI.com.

“‘The Dilemma’ examines fascinating, 
real-life conundrums; situations in which 
your gut instinctively responds one way, 
but your brain tells you quite the opposite,” 
explained Rabbi Zalman Abraham of JLI’s 
Brooklyn headquarters. “To solve these 
dilemmas, participants are asked to break 
into study groups and explore hair-splitting 
Talmudic arguments that participants then 
debate and apply to solve the cases using 
new, interactive polling technology.”

In an example of one such conundrum, 
Tesla Motors is currently programming 
self-driving cars for instances when death is 
inevitable. Should they program the cars to 
swerve and avoid killing more pedestrians, 
but kill one whose life was previously not 
endangered? Should it favor the lives of 
pedestrians over passengers? Should it favor 
the lives of younger people over those who 
are older? And should owners be given the 
ability to determine these settings?

Winter JLI course to explore 
modern conundrums

In another example relating to the recent-
ly popularized “Pokémon Go” mobile app, 
should the game’s creators be held liable 
in the hundreds of cases of trespassing 
and damages that were incurred because 
of “Pokémon” characters negligently pro-
grammed to be found on private properties?

“‘The Dilemma’ is a mental expedition 
in which participants mind-wrestle with 
situations that force them to choose between 
two reasonable truths,” said Slonim.

“I find people in the Binghamton JLI learn-
ers community love having the opportunity to 
engage in intellectual challenge and mind-ex-
panding discourse,” said Slonim. “This is by 
far the most captivating course we’ve ever 
offered and I encourage everyone to attend.”

“The Dilemma” is accredited in New 
York state for continuing legal education 
credits for attorneys and others in the legal 
professions. Like all JLI programs, this 
course is designed to appeal to people at 
all levels of knowledge, including those 
without any prior experience or background 
in Jewish learning. All JLI courses are 
open to the public, and attendees need not 
be affiliated with a particular synagogue, 
temple, or other house of worship.

JLI, the adult education branch of Chabad-
Lubavitch, offers programs in more than 800 
locations in the U.S. and in numerous foreign 
countries, including Argentina, Australia, 
Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, 
Denmark, Estonia, France, Finland, Georgia, 
Germany, Greece, Guatemala, India, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, the Netherlands, 
Panama, Russia, South Africa, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, the United 
Kingdom, Uruguay and Venezuela. More than 
400,000 students have attended JLI classes 
since the organization was founded in 1998.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Poll: majority of Israelis support settlement building, 
believe Obama “unfriendly” to Israel

A new survey published in the aftermath of the United Nations Security Council reso-
lution against Israeli settlements, which passed on Dec. 23 after the Obama administration 
refused to veto the measure, says that 62 percent of Israeli Jews support continued settle-
ment building and 57 percent believe President Barack Obama was “unfriendly” to Israel 
during his two terms. Ahead of the Jan. 20 start date for Donald Trump’s presidency, the 
Israel Democracy Institute’s latest Peace Index survey also found that 69 percent of Jewish 
Israelis expect Trump’s attitude toward Israel to be “friendly,” ranging from 80 percent 
of respondents on the political “right” to 54 percent on the “left.” Seventy-four percent of 
Israeli Arabs, meanwhile, believe Trump will be friendly to Israel. Eighty-nine percent of 
respondents on the right said Israel should continue construction in the disputed territories, 
followed by 83.5 percent on the moderate right, 45 percent in the center, 21 percent on 
the moderate left and 15 percent on the left. Additionally, 58 percent Israeli Jews reject 
Secretary of State John Kerry’s assertion following the U.N. resolution’s passage that Israel 
“can either be Jewish or democratic – it cannot be both,” according to the poll.
Israeli legal rights group files lawsuit against Twitter 
over role in Islamic State attacks

The Shurat HaDin-Israel Law Center, a Tel Aviv-based legal rights organization, filed 
a lawsuit against Twitter over the social media giant’s alleged role in aiding and abetting 
the Islamic State terror group in attacks in Paris (November 2015) and Brussels (March 
2016). Shurat HaDin filed the lawsuit on behalf of the families of victims of the aforemen-
tioned attacks. “This is the first lawsuit to document Twitter’s key role in the rise of ISIS 
to become the most feared terrorist organization in the world, and to detail how ISIS used 
Twitter specifically in connection with two of the worst terror attacks in Europe’s recent 
history,” Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, director of Shurat HaDin, said in a statement. “Among 
social media platforms, Twitter has most brazenly refused to cut off its services to terrorists, 
taking the position that ‘the tweets must flow’ even if it means assisting in mass murders,” 
she said. The victims’ families claim Islamic State uses Twitter “as a weapon of terror, 
including through bots, special apps and ‘hashtag highjacking’ to inflate its image, recruit 
members and grow into the most-feared terrorist organization in the world.”
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“The  Genius  o f 
Judaism” by Bernard 
Henri-Levy (Random 
House)

By Cnaan Liphshiz
PARIS (JTA) – It’s a vague childhood 

memory, but the French celebrity philoso-
pher Bernard-Henri Levy still remembers 
the first time he was bullied for being Jewish. 
“Three idiots in a Paris play yard tell me: 
‘You don’t get to have Christmas presents 
because you’re a dirty Jew and Jews killed 
Jesus.’ Maybe I cry a bit on the street later, 
but first I start hitting,” the 68-year-old Levy, 
who was born in what is today is Algeria, but 
grew up in France, recalled in an interview 
in December with JTA.

More than half a century later, Levy – a 
slender man with wavy, gray hair who is 
one of France’s most recognizable individ-
uals – is still embracing his Jewish identity 
and confronting antisemites. But since that 
childhood incident, Muslim extremists 
have taken antisemitism in France from 
schoolyard taunts to terrorism, with multiple 
deadly attacks on Jewish targets.

This “return of antisemitism,” Levy said, 
“perhaps” prompted him to pen one of his 
most Jewish books ever, “The Genius of 
Judaism.” The English-language translation 
will be released this month in the United 
States, and Levy planned to do a Q&A (with 
Charlie Rose) at the 92nd Street Y in New 
York on January 11.

In the book Levy, a non-observant Jew, 
traces the Jews’ “misunderstanding with 
the nations” to their definition as a “chosen 
people.” Far from suggesting superiority, 
Levy writes, this status means that Jews are 
the guardians of a “treasure of knowledge” 
found in sources that Levy has studied for 
decades: the Talmud and the sages like Rashi, 
Rambam and the Malbim. Much of the book 
is devoted to his musings about their writings, 
as well as reflections on his own past.

“The Genius of Judaism” is one of most 
personal books ever penned by Levy – an 
influential, poker-faced intellectual who 
neither smiles much during interviews nor 
engages in small talk. The book “in a certain 
manner sums up my life, holds the key to 
my endeavors and traces the roots of my 
worldview,” he told JTA at a video editing 
studio in Paris, where he is preparing a 
documentary about Iraq.

In the book, Levy advocates a definition 
of Judaism that emphasizes “work, not 
belief. Study, not worship,” he said.

Unlike his role as a moral authority on 
current affairs – Levy has made several 
high-profile trips to conflict zones, arguing 

Philosopher Bernard Henri-Levy revisits Jewish 
roots in new book

At left: Bernard 
H e n r i - L e v y , 
shown wearing 
his trademark 
whi te  co l lar 
shirt, muses in 
his latest book 
about talmudic 
s a g e s  a n d 
reflects on his 
life. (Photo by 
Ali Mahdavi)

for humanitarian intervention – “The Jewish 
element in me, it does not live in this time 
or the other,” he said.

An outspoken advocate of Israel and 
prominent supporter of the fight against 
antisemitism, Levy is among several well-
known French Jewish intellectuals – along 
with philosopher Alain Finkielkraut and 
historian Georges Bensoussan – who have 
come under attack recently from the far left, 
particularly in a secularist society where 
many resent ethnic and religious affiliations. 
Not that Levy minds.

“I was always proud to be Jewish,” he said. 
“I always believed it was a source of glory, 
never anything to question or be ashamed of. 
Let them call me what they want.”

In France, Levy is revered by some and hat-
ed by others in part for his influential activism 
in conflict zones, including his perceived key 
role in bringing about France’s intervention in 
the former Yugoslavia and Libya, according to 
a 2014 documentary about him by the France 
2 television channel. His support for Israel has 
not earned him many fans.

Vilified by nationalists and conservatives 
who resent his humanist agenda, he is also 
assailed by radical leftists, who accuse him 
of serving neo-colonialist governments 
that they say are seeking pretexts to invade 
foreign countries.

So intense is the hatred of Levy in certain 
quarters that in 2010, Le Figaro published an 
article analyzing the sentiment. Titled “BHL, 
France’s most hated darling,” the story refer-
enced countless death threats online, accusa-
tions of corruption and conspiracy theories.

Levy insists that the considerable an-
tagonism he provokes, particularly among 
left-wingers, is “primarily over support of 
Israel,” he said.

Despite his vocal criticism of its settle-
ment policy, Levy has consistently defended 
Israel. In a 2010 speech in Tel Aviv, he 

said of the Jewish state and its 
military: “I have never seen such 
a democratic army, which asks 
itself so many moral questions. 
There is something unusually 
vital about Israeli democracy.”

Levy said he also holds Israel to 
a high moral standard for this rea-
son. Israel’s “indifference when 
it comes to refugees from Syria 
didn’t measure up to the stature 
of a Jewish state,” he said, adding 
that President Barack Obama has 
a “crushing responsibility” for the 
humanitarian disaster there.

Levy, who with his two siblings 
sold their late father’s wood-im-
port empire for an estimated $155 million 
in 1997, has used his wealth to become one 
of France’s most talked-about personalities, 
producing films, books and publications, 
including the La Regle du Jeu cultural review 
magazine that he launched in 1990. BHL – as 
he is known locally – has also made countless 
appearances on French talk shows and used 
his fortune and celebrity to leave a remarkable 
impact on international politics.

In 2011, he toured Libya with private 
security guards to chronicle the bloody 
ouster of its longtime tyrant Moammar 
Ghadafi. With a single phone call, Levy 
arranged for rebel leaders to meet then-
French President Nicolas Sarkozy. Levy 
flew them to Paris at his own expense – about 
$160,000 – according to France’s Channel 
2. Weeks later, France intervened militarily 
in Libya, effectively ending Ghadafi’s 42 
years in power. Levy was with Sarkozy on 
stage when the president delivered a speech 
in Benghazi after Ghadafi’s fall.

Famously, Levy – a former Maoist whose 
father was a decorated fighter in the Allied 
invasion of Italy – was filmed giving an 
interview in 1992 to a journalist in Sarajevo 
under mortar fire. During that visit to the 
former Yugoslavia, he arranged for then-
French President Francois Mitterrand to 
visit the besieged capital, paving the way 
for the return of U.N. peacekeepers there.

In 1993, a suspension of air traffic left Levy 
stranded in Sarajevo on his wedding day. So 
Mitterrand sent a plane to extract him and bring 
him to his bride, actress Arielle Dombasle, 
according to France 2. He and Dombasle, 
his third life partner, are still married despite 
reports that he was seeing other women.

In addition to Levy’s influence on wom-
en, “He has such a powerful gravitational 
force that even the president likes, perhaps 
even wishes, to work side by side with 
Bernard-Henri Levy,” Bernard Kouchner, a 
former foreign minister of France, said in the 
Channel 2 documentary. “It’s a great talent 
he has had, to persuade those in power.”

But some critics of Levy are irked primar-
ily by what they regard as his vanity, which 
they perceive in his trademark white collar 
shirt  – it is typically unbuttoned nearly to 
his navel during public appearances.

“Sometimes his views are consumed by 
his personality,” Anne Sinclair, a well-known 
French television journalist, told France 2. 

“Seeing that black suit with the 
white shirt in the dunes of Libya 
– I, too, find it annoying.”

But, Levy says, “A vain per-
son puts him or herself ahead 
of others. Honestly, I think a 
substantial part of my life was 
spent doing the opposite. Putting 
myself behind others, sometimes 
while risking my life.”

In “The Genius of Judaism,” 
Levy recalls some of these ad-
ventures – including his reluc-
tance to leave the relative safety 
of his hotel room in war-torn 
Sarajevo. Years later he would 
return to that moment, relating 

the experience to the reluctance of the 
biblical prophet Jonah to preach.

And he revisits his disillusionment fol-
lowing the rise in fundamentalism, which 
dashed his hope in 1979 that he was “at 
the apogee of the age in which God had 
died,” he writes. “It had been beautiful. It 
had been huge.”

Suspicious of worship, Levy said he has 
nonetheless striven to imbue his daughter 
and son – novelist Justine, 42, and lawyer 
Antonin-Balthazar, 36 – with Jewish values 
and culture. “I did not enroll them to Jew-
ish schools,” he said, “but I hope they will 
follow my travel itinerary from the secular 
world to the treasure of Jewish wisdom.”

and sincerely appreciates the Jewish response 
to this crisis.

We are heartened, but not surprised, by 
these developments. The Israeli government 
and Israel Defense Forces – most notably 
the IDF Medical Corps – continue to aid 
wounded civilians in the field, transferring 
many to Israeli hospitals. In addition, Israe-
lis have launched grassroots efforts, such as 
the Just Beyond the Border crowdfunding 
campaign, to send emergency supplies 
and other aid to children in Syria. We are 
inspired by their actions.

Chanukah last month brought a distinct 
message of perseverance and hope. We have a 
special Jewish obligation to bring light. As indi-
viduals, we do this through tzedakah, righteous 
giving. We do this by helping to bring food, 
medical care, shelter and other forms of relief 
to victims of war, terrorism and natural disaster.

The Torah teaches that in any situation 
of human suffering there are three parties: 

the oppressed, the oppressors and the in-
different. The indifferent, those who stand 
on the sidelines with folded arms, are allies 
of the oppressors. Our deep Jewish mem-
ory of persecution compels us to heed the 
command of the Torah not to join the tribe 
of folded arms, not to stand silent while the 
blood of our fellow humans is shed.

At a time in our country and community 
of overheated political rhetoric coming from 
all sides, with calls to Federations for public 
statements on all sorts of issues, it is important 
that we come forward and announce: Enough 
with requests for political statements that 
divide a community – more important is to 
watch what we do. Doing for others – togeth-
er – is the foundation of a strong and united 
community. We know that to ease someone’s 
suffering brings light and turns away evil.

Steven B. Nasatir is president of the 
Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago.

Aleppo Continued from page 2

Leo Frank exhibit
The Museum of Jewish Heri-

tage in New York City is holding 
the exhibit “Seeking Justice: The 

Leo Frank Case Revisited” through March. 
The exhibit explores the events surrounding 
the murder of 13-year-old Mary Phagan in 
Georgia in 1913 and the lynching of Leo 
Frank, the Jewish factory superintendent 
accused of her murder. The case has sparked 
more than a century of debate. It seeks to 
bring new insights to the events that led up 
to these murders, as well as the granting of a 
posthumous pardon for Leo Frank in 1986. It 
also examines racial, religious, regional and 
class prejudices in the early 20th century and 
represents more than 20 years of research and 
collecting of archival materials.

For more information, visit www.
mjhnyc.org or contact the museum at info@
mjhnyc.org or 646-437-4202.
Exhibit features self-portrait

The Jewish Museum in New York City is 
holding the exhibition “Using Walls, Floors, 
and Ceilings: Alex Israel” through April 23. 
For the latest edition of the ongoing series 
“Using Walls, Floors, and Ceilings,” artist 
Alex Israel presents a new painting in his 
“Self-Portrait” series.

For more information, visit  http://
thejewishmuseum.org or contact the mu-
seum info@thejm.org or 212-423-3200.

The list you’ve just read was written by Thomas Smith of London in 1885. But here we 
are in 2017, 132 years later - how much of this list is valid today? The answer is all of it.
Source: Guerilla Marketing Online 
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AUDIO CLASSICS
Specialty:     Audio-Home Theater-Video-Guitars
Location:  3501 Vestal Rd.
                 Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:     607-766-3501 or 800-321-AUDIO (2834)
Fax:  607-766-3501
E-mail:    steve@audioclassics.com
Website:  www.AUDIOCLASSICS.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages/

Vestal-NY/Audio-Classics-
Ltd/231680698962?ref=nf

Hours:     Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm, Sat. 11 am-4 pm
AUDIO CLASSICS, located at 3501 Vestal Rd., in Vestal, 

has grown to be one of the premiere providers of quality 
audio and home theater systems for a wide range of tastes, 
environments and budgets. Featuring products from McIn-
tosh, Bowers & Wilkins, Marantz, Levinson, Klipsch, JBL, 
VPI, Magnepan, Denon and more. AUDIO CLASSICS is 
the dream come true for all music lovers. Now add custom 
design for your new home or commercial project, a vast 
array of quality pre-owned equipment and a liberal trade 
option. AUDIO CLASSICS offers more of the good for less 
than any other dealer. Want more? With pleasure! Visit its 
superb website at www.AUDIOCLASSICS.com.

Ernest H. Parsons Funeral Home
Specialty:  Funeral
Location:  71 Main St.
 Binghamton, NY 13905
Name:  Joseph Fritsch
Phone:  607-724-1336
Fax:  607-724-1337
E-mail:  parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
Website:  www.parsonsfuneral.com
Hours:     24/7/365

The Ernest H. Parsons Funeral Home, located at 71 Main 
St., Binghamton, has been a landmark since 1928 and is 
located in the J. Stewart Wells Mansion, built by renowned 
architect Isaac Perry, who completed construction in 1867.

Ernest H. Parsons owned and operated the funeral home 
from 1928 until his death in 1976. Charles Mills purchased 
the funeral home after Ernest’s death and continued the 
tradition until his retirement in 2012. The current owners 
– J. Fritsch, R. Fynboe, S. Pitkorchemny and K. Vakiener 
– strive to uphold the original motto of the founder: “Let 
Us Serve You with Understanding.” Parsons Funeral Home 
offers distinctive service with respectful attentiveness to the 
ceremonial rites and the utmost consideration of families’ 
desires to accord a last tribute of affection and esteem to 
their departed loved ones.

Israel’s top security experts redraw West Bank 
map for the Trump era

The West Bank security fence running near Jerusalem, as seen on April 17, 2016. (Photo 
by Wisam Hashlamoun/Flash90)

By Andrew Tobin
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Israel’s leading 

security think tank has published a plan to 
redraw the map of the West Bank in a bid to 
consolidate major settlements and prevent 
the spread of others. The plan, presented 
January 2 to Israeli President Reuven Rivlin 
as part of the Institute for National Security 
Studies’ yearly strategic survey, calls for 
the government to allow construction in 
West Bank settlement blocs and Jerusalem. 
At the same time, it recommends a halt to 
construction in the 90 percent of the territory 
outside the major settlements.

In laying out the plan, researchers Assaf 
Orion and Udi Dekel argue that negotiations 
with the Palestinians are unlikely to lead 
to a final-status agreement. With relations 
deadlocked, they warn, Israel is drifting 
toward a single binational state with the 
Palestinians, which threatens its democratic 
and possibly Jewish identity.

It is an analysis that echoes one put forth 
in a speech in December by U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry, although unlike Kerry’s 
plan it would proceed without direct nego-
tiations between Israel and the Palestinians 
intended to reach a final-status agreement 
and without resolving what Kerry called 
“all the outstanding issues.”

To preserve Israel’s options, including 
the possibility of a Palestinian state, the 
researchers say, the government should 
implement their plan in coordination with 
the incoming administration of U.S. Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump, which has already 
signaled that it will not pressure Israel on 

the settlements or negotiations.
Amos Yadlin, the director of the insti-

tute and a former head of Israel’s military 
intelligence, told JTA that he endorsed the 
plan, saying Israel had a “window of op-
portunity” with Trump. “Israel should take 
this chance of a new administration with a 
new approach to promote the bottom-up 
independent shaping of its borders, even 
if the Palestinians are still holding their 
extreme position,” he said.

The main changes under the institute’s 

plan would be to Area C, the 60 percent of the 
West Bank under full Israeli control per the 
1993 Oslo Accords. Besides carving out 17 
percent of the area for the settlement blocs, 
where 86 percent of settlers live, Orion and 
Dekel suggest using up to 42 percent for 
development on behalf of the Palestinians 
and up to 33 percent for protection of “vital” 
security sites, including the Jordan Valley. 
The rest of Area C would keep its current 
status, and settlers would be encouraged to 
relocate to the settlement blocs.

The Palestinian Authority would ad-
minister the major Palestinian population 
centers in Areas A and B, which comprise 
40 percent of the West Bank and are home 
to 99.7 percent of Palestinians, as it already 
largely does. But the Israeli military would 
retain the right to act as needed.

The status of Jerusalem, which Israel 
governs as its capital, but the Palestinians 
also claim as theirs, would not change. Most 
of the world considers all Israeli building 
in the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem 
illegal, but Israel disputes this.

Orion and Dekel recommend that Is-
rael and the world promote security and 
development in the West Bank. This could 
bolster the Palestinian Authority’s declining 
legitimacy on the West Bank street and help 
prepare the society for eventual final-status 
negotiations, they say. An alternative, they 
say, would be for Israel to take “indepen-
dent steps” to politically separate from the 
Palestinians. The Hamas-governed Gaza 
Strip would be handled separately, ideally 
with a combination of military deterrence, 
border security and development.

Yadlin said the Institute for National 
Security Studies had long preferred a 
negotiated final-status agreement with the 
Palestinians, but this year concluded that 
the prospects for success had gone from 
“very low” to “zero.”

The plan has elements that could appeal 
to the right and the left, said its architects.

Despite a rightward shift in recent de-
cades, Yadlin said, the Israeli public was 
See “Map” on page 8

Garufi Law P.C.
Specialty:  Legal services
Location:  68 Oak St.
 Binghamton, NY 13905
Owner:  Carman M. Garufi
Phone:  607-722-5000
Fax:  607-722-5626
Hours:  Mon.-Fri., 8 am-5 pm

Garufi Law P.C. has been serving the Southern Tier for 
over 25 years. Carman M. Garufi started the practice in 
March 1991 with an emphasis on Matrimonial/Family Law. 
Since 2007, he has been selected one of the Best Lawyers® 

in America for Family Law. Garufi has been honored as 
a New York Super Lawyer® the last four years, and he is 
Binghamton’s Best Family Lawyer for 2017. He is a past 
President of the Broome County Bar Association.

Sandra J. Garufy is of counsel, with experience in Fam-
ily Law and Criminal matters, assisting with Wills and 
Estates. Alena E. Van Tull joined the firm in August 2010 
and handles Family Law/Matrimonial matters, Criminal 
matters, Elder Law and Landlord/Tenant matters. Harini 
Ganesh joined the firm in October 2015, bringing expertise 
in Business and Intellectual Property. Ganesh also handles 
Family Law matters.

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

 • Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design

 • Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…

 • Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation

 
TL INTERIORS, LLC

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601

 

TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM
WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

 • Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design
 • Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…
 • Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation 

TL INTERIORS, LLC 
TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM

WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601

 

From small rooms, to entire buildings ~ 
I will help you create your dream home or office!

From small rooms, to entire buildings ~ 
I will help you create your dream home or office!

2x2

2x3

Call 607-729-1253 for details. 
E-mail Resume to:4316@kellyservices.com

 Visit our website at kellyservices.com to apply online.

S E R V I C E S
IS NOW HIRING:

Kelly Services, Inc. is a Fortune 500 company headquartered in Troy, Mich., 
providing employment to more than 700,000 employees annually, with skills 
including o�ce services, accounting, engineering, information technology, 
law, science, marketing, light industrial, education, health care and home 
care. Kelly Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Never a Fee.

Full Time  
Immediate Hire for

Qualified Job Applicants 
*Manufacturing*

*Binghamton*Conklin*Endicott*Owego*
1st and 2nd Shift 

Temp and Temp to Hire 
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Hopler & Eschbach Funeral Home
Specialty:  Funeral services, burials and cremation
Location:  483 Chenango St.
 Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:  Kurt M. Eschbach
Phone:  607-722-4023
E-mail:  hoplereschbachfh@aol.com
Website:  www.hefuneralhome.com
Hours:  24-hour service, 365 days a year

Offering a professional and affordable alternative to other funeral homes, the Hopler & 
Eschbach Funeral Home, located at 483 Chenango St., Binghamton, provides respectful 
and knowledgeable service to those families experiencing the loss of a loved one. The 
newly renovated facility seats more than 125 people and provides off street parking for 
65 cars. Staff also provide services at temple or graveside.

“We are mindful of the challenging economic climate and work hard to provide our ser-
vices at the lowest possible cost,” says funeral home owner Kurt Eschbach. “Compare our 
prices with other area funeral homes and you will find our prices are 10-30 percent lower. 
We hope you will make Hopler & Eschbach Funeral Home your new family tradition.”

Kelly Services, Inc.
Specialty:  Providing quality temporary and permanent workforce solutions 
Location:  3701 Vestal Parkway, Suite 6B
 Olums/Campus Plaza
 Vestal, NY 13850
Business Manager: David Palmer
Sr. Recruiter:  Jennifer Willis
Staffing Supervisor: Karina Wagner
Phone:  607-729-1253
Fax:  607-729-5916
E-mail:  4316@kellyservices.com
Website:  kellyservices.com
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm

In Greater Binghamton, Northern Pennsylvania and Tioga County, Kelly Services contin-
ues to meet the staffing needs of area businesses as it has been doing for more than 50 years.

Through its recruiting and training of individuals seeking employment, Kelly provides 
employees skilled in areas ranging from office and administrative to sales and customer 
service. Kelly also partners with manufacturing and warehouse industries, as well as 
engineering, IT and legal.

Direct hire recruiting and payroll servicing is available in all areas to save local companies 
time as well as overhead. Once Kelly determines its customer’s evolving staffing needs, 
Kelly assists in determining both the hard and soft skills, and performs the testing required 
for each position. This ensures only the most qualified employees are placed on assignment. 
Kelly regularly conducts quality checks to make sure employees are meeting customer needs.

“ready to consider” the institute’s plan because the political 
left had given up the “illusion” that there was a Palestinian 
partner for peace and the right no longer supported the 
status quo. He cited Education Minister Naftali Bennett’s 
proposal that Israel annex Area C as an example of new 
thinking on the right, but said the Palestinians would need 
part of that territory to create a viable political entity. 
Israelis “basically want to see a two-state solution, with 
a Jewish, democratic secure country, but not according to 
the Palestinian parameters,” Yadlin said.

Ideally, he said, the Palestinians would cooperate with 
the institute’s plan and eventually return to negotiations for 
a two-state solution. The government should leave open that 
possibility anyway to fend off international condemnation 
like the United Nations Security Council’s anti-settlement 
resolution that the U.S. allowed to pass in December, he said. 
But if the Palestinians would not budge, Yadlin said, Israel 
could unilaterally draw its borders to exclude most of them.

“I’m not among those who are terrified by the demographic 

threat [of Jews being outnumbered by Palestinians in a single 
state]. I think this is the biggest mistake of Kerry,” Yadlin 
said, referring to the recent Kerry speech in which he warned 
that without relinquishing control of the Palestinians, “Israel 
can either be Jewish or democratic – it cannot be both.”

Shlomo Brom, the head of Israeli-Palestinian research 
at the Institute for National Security Studies, told JTA 
that he saw no chance the current Israeli government 
would accept the plan backed by Yadlin. Every right-
wing government since 2000 has avoided drawing a line 
around the settlements, he said, and “none were as right 
wing as the one we have now.” Nor would the Palestin-
ians be likely to cooperate if the plan were carried out, 
Brom said, since they would see their potential future 
state shrink with no real gains. He added that it would 
be problematic from the point of view of international 
law for Israel to change the terms of the Oslo Accords 
without Palestinian consent.

The best hope to shake up the status quo and save the 

Map Continued from page 7
two-state solution, Brom said, was the rise of a viable cen-
trist alternative to Netanyahu’s government and increased 
international pressure on Israel. The simplest option for a 
government that wanted a two-state solution would be to 
make the security barrier Israel’s provisional border – allowing 
settlement building to the west and prohibiting building to 
the east of it, Brom said. Israel could then begin taking steps 
toward a Palestinian state, unilaterally and in coordination 
with the Palestinians, hopefully culminating in a final-status 
agreement, he said. Brom recommended trading the Oslo 
principle of “Nothing is agreed until everything is agreed” for 
“What is agreed and can be implemented will be carried out.”

Like Yadlin, Brom said he did not think the end of the 
two-state solution would spell demographic disaster for 
Israel. But he said terrorism would probably force the 
state into indefinite militarily rule over a stateless Pales-
tinian population, which the world would view as a form 
of apartheid. Unfortunately, Brom said, this was the most 
likely outcome.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
JCCs in U.S., several U.K. Jewish schools receive 
bomb threats on same day

Sixteen Jewish Community Centers in the U.S. and several Jewish schools in London 
received bomb threats on Jan. 9, according to the JCC Association of North America and 
media reports. The American JCCs receiving the threats were in California, Delaware, 
Florida, Maryland, New Jersey, South Carolina and Tennessee. The JCCs received phone 
calls from what authorities believe is the same source, with a prerecorded message warning 
of a bomb planted on premises. In London, Jewish schools in the Roehampton, Ilford 
and Brent neighborhoods were affected, the Jewish Chronicle reported. The JCCs and 
schools were evacuated following the threats, allowing police to search the facilities for 

explosives. No bombs were found. David Posner, director of strategic performance at 
JCC Association of North America, said the umbrella organization “thanks federal and 
local law enforcement for their quick and thorough response.”
U.S. Navy fires warning shots at Iranian ships

A U.S. Navy destroyer fired three warning shots at four Iranian fast-attack ships in 
the Strait of Hormuz, according to two American defense officials. The Jan. 8 incident 
occurred when the USS Mahan attempted to establish radio contact with Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps ships, and when the Iranian ships did not respond to requests 
to slow down, the U.S. ships fired three warning shots at the vessels, Reuters reported. A 
U.S. Navy helicopter also dropped a smoke float before the warning shots. The Iranian 
boats came within 900 yards of the Navy vessels. 

New York State certi� ed and County regulated.

We are small, lovely homes, (not facilities) where the managers of the homes 
live in the homes with NO MORE THAN six other adults. We provide homelike 

surroundings, aid with personal care, room and board, supervision, medicine 
management, 24-hour help available plus trained caregivers and operators
who have years of experience, fi rst aid training, in home training, and CPR.

Our homes provide attentive care with loving hearts.
We have beds available! Welcome!

Family-Type Homes for Adults
Assisted Living Alternative

� e Homesteads
INFO: www.theHomesteadsllc.com

Apalachin, N.Y. • 607-625-3658
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A wide array of styles, designs and possibilities - contact us now to see how we can help you decide 
what floor will best fit your needs. You can shop with confidence knowing that we are recognized
in the industry for excellent product selection and knowledge and outstanding customer service. 

• Carpet
• Oriental Rugs
• No-Wax Vinyl • Ceramic Tiles
• Wood Flooring • Laminate Flooring

8 Carbon St.,
Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: (607) 432-1105
Fax: (607) 433-1821
Mon - Wed 8 AM-6 PM
Thurs 8 AM-8 PM • Friday 8 AM-6 PM
Sat 9 AM-5 PM • Sun 10 AM-3 PM

3646 George F Hwy.,
Endwell, NY 13760

Phone: (607) 748-7366
Toll-Free: (800) 526-3466

Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-8 PM
Sat. 8 AM-5 PM Sun. 11 AM-4 PM

We’re proud to be
family owned and operated

since 1939!
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We’re proud to be
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January 13-19, 2017 Page 9 - The Reporter

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

The Homesteads, LLC
Specialty:  Assisted living alternative
Location:  6 Main St.
 Apalachin, NY 13732
Names:  Connie Barton, Lynette VanDriesen and 

Michelle Bell 
Phone:  607-625-3658
E-mail:  thehomesteadsllc@aol.com
Website:  www.thehomesteadsllc.com
Hours:  27/7

The Homesteads are owned and operated by a family of 
professional women. Connie Barton and daughters Lynette 
VanDriesen and Michelle Bell have worked together for 
25 years to provide loving, quality long-term care for their 
clients in an assisted living alternative. The Homesteads 
are small homes in which no more than six clients reside 
with a well-trained family of caregivers. Not only are the 
clients in a home environment, but the ratio of caregivers to 
clients is one caregiver to four clients – unheard of in large 
facilities. Individual care includes activities, transportation, 
medicine management, special outings, personal care aid, 
room, board (home cooked meals and special diets are pro-
vided), supervision and 24-hour aid with personal needs. 
Staff work closely with each client’s physicians and have 
additional professionals come into the homes to provide 
PT, OT, podiatry and hair styling.

TL Interiors
Specialty:  Custom design, personal and 

professional service
Owner/Interior Designer/Event Planner: Terry Ludwig
Location:  PO Box 863
 Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:  607-761-0601
Fax:  607-785-2872 
E-mail:  TLInteriorsLLC@stny.rr.com
Website:  www.TLInteriors.com
Hours:  By appointment

“I love creating environments that inspire my clients,” 
says Terry Ludwig, owner of TL Interiors. “Understanding 
their individual desires and aspirations, and creating the 
ideal space or individual piece to help manifest and sustain 
their dreams and objectives is my motivation.”

Terry has been serving residential and commercial interior 
design needs for 30 years. She provides comprehensive de-
sign and project supervision for homes and businesses. She 
provides floor plans, designs and elevations for construction 
and fabrication requirements, reflected ceiling plans, speci-
fications and procurement of materials, fixtures, appliances 
and accessories needed to complete your project. She also 
creates beautiful custom window treatments. 

In addition to design, Terry is also an inspirational speaker and 
columnist, and volunteers her design expertise to create healing 
environments for A Room to Heal and Make a Wish Foundation.

The Reporter
Specialty:     Advertising
Location:  500 Clubhouse Rd.
      Vestal, NY 13850
Name:      Bonnie Rozen
Phone:     607-724-2360, ext. 244
Fax:  607-724-2311
E-mail:    bonnie@thereportergroup.org
Website:  www.thereportergroup.org
Hours:     Mon.-Thurs., 10:30 am-5 pm, Fri. 10:30 

am-4 pm
With 50 years’ experience in sales, Bonnie has been at The 

Reporter for the past 22 years as the advertising executive. 
Bonnie truly enjoys working with people to get the word out 
about their businesses, and helping them to create the look they 
want for their print ads.  “Satisfaction guaranteed” is her mantra.

“I feel a great sense of responsibility to my clients and 
to our community,” says Bonnie. 

Bonnie is the current president and the past treasurer 
of Success Network, a business association in the Twin 
Tiers of New York since 1998. Bonnie is also an artist; her 
work is being featured at the Lost Dog Café in downtown 
Binghamton, NY, for the month of January.

Call her today to discuss options for advertising in The 
Reporter and its sister papers.

campuses nationwide, as The Judy Fund is 
the charity of choice for the Sigma Alpha Mu 
fraternity. My father Marshall Gelfand was 
a Sammy [fraternity member] at Syracuse 
[University]; my nephew, Brian Gelfand, was 
a Sammy at the University of Pennsylvania; 
and my son, Greg Stearns, was a Sammy at 
the University of Michigan. Sammy chapters 
and alumni nationwide raised over $132,000 
this past year for The Judy Fund.”

JNS: How do you hope to fit into the market?
Stearns: “We will continue to engage 

consumers by educating them about the 
realities of Alzheimer’s disease. The median 
age of the disease is 72 years old; women are 
disproportionally impacted by the disease, 
as two-thirds of people over the age of 65 
who get the disease are women; and finally, 

Alzheimer’s disease is the sixth-leading cause of death in 
the U.S., but the only disease in the top 10 causes of death 
with no disease-modifying drugs or a cure. Education and 
engagement is key, and that’s what we do at The Judy Fund.”

JNS: What do you need most to succeed? 
Stearns: “Engaging people to donate to The Judy Fund 

so we can reach the United States government’s goal of a 
disease modifying drugs or a cure by 2025.”

Matt Robinson has been writing for and about entre-
preneurs for more than 20 years. He can be reached at 
matthewsrobinson@mac.com.

Film producer channels Jewish values in fight 
against Alzheimer’s disease

Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns, 
chair woman of The Judy 
Fund. (Photo courtesy 
Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns)

By Matt Robinson
JNS.org

As chairwoman of The Judy Fund, film producer Eliza-
beth Gelfand Stearns channels Jewish values and personal 
experience in her work to motivate action in support of 
people dealing with Alzheimer’s disease. Founded in 2003, 
The Judy Fund is the fastest-growing private fund in the 
history of the Alzheimer’s Association, and has raised and 
granted more than $6 million to support Alzheimer’s re-
search and public policy initiatives. The fund is named after 
Stearns’s mother Judy, a recipient of American Friends of 
Hebrew University’s Scopus Award, who had Alzheimer’s 
and died at age 70.

“I was raised in a family that valued and modeled 
philanthropy,” Stearns told JNS.org. “Both my mother 
and father made giving a priority, thus my siblings and I 
had great role models exemplifying the core concepts of 
tikkun olam (repairing the world). The Judy Fund is a fine 
example of the impact that one family can have on millions 
to help repair the world.”

A former senior vice president of strategic marketing at 
Universal Pictures, Stearns was the co-producer of “Still 
Alice,” which earned Julianne Moore the Academy Award 
for Best Actress for her portrayal of a linguistics professor 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. “Still Alice” has been 
an important conversation starter for Stearns’s organization 
and for the Alzheimer’s community in general. Stearns has 
also collaborated with Emmy Award-winning producer and 
fellow Alzheimer’s advocate Maria Shriver on the “A Wom-

an’s Nation Takes on Alzheimer’s” project.
In addition to her film industry accolades, 

Stearns was named by Newsweek and Adver-
tising Age as a member of “The Marketing 
100,” placing her among those publications’ 
assessment of the top 100 individuals in that 
field. She discusses The Judy Fund in the 
following interview:

JNS: How do you define your venture? 
Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns: “The Judy 

Fund is the largest and fastest-growing family 
fund at the national Alzheimer’s Association. 
We raise and grant funds that support Alzhei-
mer’s disease research, care and public policy 
efforts, all in support of our shared vision – a 
world without Alzheimer’s disease.”

JNS: What gave you the idea?
Stearns: “I lost my mother and my grand-

mother to Alzheimer’s disease, both in their 70s. My mother, 
Judy, was diagnosed at 62, and died just before her 71st 

birthday. We established The Judy Fund at the Alzheimer’s 
Association in 2003 and have raised and granted over $6 
million from over 2,000 donors nationwide.”

JNS: Who is your customer base or demographic?
Stearns: “We speak to thousands of donors nationwide. 

We engage baby boomer women with programs like 
Mind&Heart, a Judy Fund series we developed to educate 
and engage women on the vascular connection between 
heart and brain health. We speak to millennials on college 
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Women’s OB/GYN Associates
Specialty:  Women’s healthcare
Location:  401 Main St., 1st Floor
 Johnson City, NY 13790
Names:  Dr. Carol Miller, Dr. Marianne 

(Shantillo) Davis, Karen Castoro FNP 
and Melodye Onysko ANP, CNM

Phone:  607-754-9870
Fax:  607-785-9862 
Website:  my.womensobgyn.info
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/WomensOBGYN/
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. by appointment

Women’s OB/GYN Associates serves patients with indi-
vidual attention and caring excellence. The team of providers 
offers care in the following areas: routine gynecologic exams, 
obstetrical care, menopause, incontinence, osteoporosis, 
contraception, advanced body composition, the area’s only 
Optifast weight loss program and more. Dr. Marianne (Shan-
tillo) Davis has a special interest in adolescent health care 
and working with patients experiencing infertility. Karen 
Castoro shares her enthusiasm for healthy living and wellness 
to encourage those in her care. Melodye Onysko shares her 
expertise in holistic health care and weight management 
support. Dr. Carol Miller is committed to promoting women’s 
health through a healthy diet and lifestyle.

To learn more about these women’s healthcare providers, 
to book your Advanced Body Composition and Optifast 
consultation, or to contact the office of Women’s OB/GYN 
Associates, visit my.womensobgyn.info and “Like” their 
page on Facebook.



January 13-19, 2017Page 10 - The Reporter

Congregational Notes

RABBI MARJORIE BERMAN, SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR, RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL
COLLEGE IN PHILADELPHIA

Weekly Parasha
Vayichi, Genesis 47:28-50:26

In this last parasha of Genesis, Vayichi, we come to the 
final chapter of Joseph’s story. It begins at the deathbed of 
his father, where Jacob bestows blessings or curses on each 
of his sons. Traditional commentary sees these verses as 
prophetic. This brings into question whether the Torah sees 
prophecy as something that predicts the future, or rather, 
as something that predicts consequences so that people 
can change their actions. Certainly, we have examples of 
both in Tanach (the Bible).

One would think that, given the opportunity to see the 
consequences of our actions, we would leap on the chance 
to change, like the inhabitants of Nineveh in the Jonah story. 
But this is often not the case, either in the Bible or in our 
own lives. Why should this be? We know if we don’t exer-
cise, we will have health issues. We know that if we eat too 

Whatever will be, will be?
much, we will become overweight. But I would venture to 
guess that, less than two weeks into the secular New Year, 
many of us have already failed at our resolutions. Why? 
Because change is hard. Even when confronted with the 
unfavorable consequences of our actions, change is hard.

Our habits in life, both good and bad, are often devel-
oped when we are young. And they are often the best we 
can do, given our emotional and developmental resources 
at the time. Joseph survives his father’s favoritism and 
his brothers’ jealousy by becoming arrogant. Not the best 
choice, perhaps, but given the circumstances, it is the best 
he can do. The “survival skills” we develop when we’re 
young often stay with us as adults – we unconsciously fear 
that they are all that stands between us and disaster. Even 
as we mature and have access to a much broader range 

Friday, January 13, light candles ........................ 4:37 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 14 .................... 5:38 pm
Friday, January 20, light candles ........................ 4:45 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 21 .................... 5:47 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

The next adult ed. study session will be held on Saturday, 
January 14, at 10 am.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, January 13-14, the bar mitzvah of 
Adam Saar, son of Yael and Gideon Saar, will be celebrated.

On Saturday, January 14, Shabbat Yeladim services 
will be held at 11:15 am.

On Monday, January 16, from 10 am-3:30 pm, 
Kadima teens will take part in a scavenger hunt at 
DestinyUSA mall in Syracuse. For further information, 
e-mail tbeneshama@gmail.com.

On Friday, January 20, the gimel-dalet class service 
will be held at 6:15 pm.

On Saturday, January 21, Shabbat Noar services will 
be held at 11:15 am.

of responses than a 3-or-5-year-old, we stick to what we 
know. Often, we find it impossible to change until we are 
confronted with a situation where the coping methods 
we have always used cannot hold up. We are forced, as 
it were, to come up with more functional and effective 
survival skills than what we have used since childhood. 
When Joseph’s grown brothers return to him for the third 
time, pleading on behalf of their father, Jacob’s, life, he is 
finally able to shed the arrogance, secrecy and aloofness 
of past encounters, and instead chooses a path of healing 
and mutual regard.

Our habits of relating affect our most intimate rela-
tionships – our parents, our children, our spouses, our 
siblings... But societal habits affect our whole country. As 

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, January 13 ................................................4:40 pm
Shabbat, January 14 .................................................9 am
 ......................................................... Mincha/Maariv 6 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., January 15 ..................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., January 16-20 ...........................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., January 15 ..................................................4:40 pm
Mon.-Thurs., January 16-19 ......................................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, January 14, SUNY Broome Professor 
Emeritus Ben Kasper will be the guest speaker for a 
Shabbat luncheon. His talk, “What I didn’t learn at my 
Bar Mitzvah,” will follow the free luncheon after services. 
Everyone in the community has been invited to attend.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, January 13, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, January 14, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, Torah study will be held. At 10:35 am, 
there will be Shabbat family services with Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg.

On Tuesday, January 17, at 7 pm, there will be an adult 
b’nai mitzvah class with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Friday, January 20, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman Wartell.

On Saturday, January 21, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 9:30 am, there 
will be Tot Time. At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat family 
servicesand birthday blessings with the dalet class, Rabbi 
Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg, followed by a 
potluck lunch. All have been invited. At 6 pm, there will be 
Havdalah Happy Hour with entertainment from Jan DeAngelo. 
(For more information on the happy hour, see page 3.)

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, January 14, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Steve Gilbert, Howard Schwartz 
and Art Siegel. The Torah portion will be Genesis 47:28-
50:26. The haftarah will be I Kings 2:1-12. Bima guest will 
be Joseph Newmark. From 11 am-1 pm, a family service 
will be led by Rabbi Eliav Bock, followed by lunch.

On Monday, January 16, the temple office will be 
closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

On Friday, January 20, at 6:30 pm, Shabbat on the Road 
will be held at Brookdale Senior Center, across from the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown holds regular learning 
sessions on the weekends he is with the congregation. 
“Why pray? What’s in it for me?” will consist of different 
sub-topics each session. The next scheduled session will 
be following kiddush on Saturday, January 21. A full 
schedule will be available soon.

See “Be” on page 11
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Jewish Community Center

a society, we have developed ways of behaving based on 
our history. Often, like the stories in Genesis, they are not 
ways of behaving that we are proud of. Unfortunately, we 
have not figured out how to change them, because change 
is hard. But we are at a moment when our very survival 
might depend on our ability to choose a holier path.

As Jews, we know what happens when xenophobia, 
racism, antisemitism and violence are allowed to become 
acceptable modes of behavior. As George Santayana said 
in his book “The Life of Reason” in 1905, decades before 
the Holocaust, “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” We have seen how fascism took 
hold in a beleaguered country and turned otherwise good 
people into those willing to commit atrocities against their 
neighbors. If we take this as prophecy, something that pre-
dicts consequences so that people can change their actions, 
we might be able to realize the critical nature of the need 
for change. We must give up our way of encountering those 
who are different from us with fear and suspicion, and rather 
seek to see holiness in every person, every religion, every 
ethnicity, every race and every sexuality. When we cease 
to see our neighbors as such, bad things happen.

We have come to the end of Genesis, with Joseph recon-
ciled with his brothers and in a position of great power and 
influence. But, in the very next parasha, the first portion in 
the book of Exodus, a different story begins. And it all starts 
with, “A new king arose who did not know Joseph.” In the 
coming days, what will come to be? Will we allow hate 
and fear to create a country of turmoil? Or will we choose 
a different path – a path where we turn to our neighbors 
and seek to understand them, support them and forge a 
new society? May we learn from the past and choose life.

Be Continued from page 10

Second Annual Breakfast Ball

L-r: Marissa Vesley, as Belle, and Derinda Hayes, as 
Cinderella, posed with Mikenna Nolan and Adriana 
Wenban.

The Jewish Community Center of Binghamton will host 
its second annual Breakfast Ball on Sunday, January 29, at 
10 am, at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Admission 
will cost $5 per person, with a $20 per family maximum. 
Reservations will be appreciated and can be made with 
Nikki Fuller at 724-2417, ext. 431. The contributions from 
the fund-raiser will go to the JCC’s Early Childhood Center.

“The proceeds go toward items needed in the class-
rooms that create an overall better environment for the 
children,” said Nikki Fuller, ECC assistant director. 
Proceeds from the first Breakfast Ball went to items such 
as thermometers and cots.

The event will be family oriented and open to the 
entire community. “Children and their families can 
come and eat breakfast with their favorite characters,” 
explained Marley Vavra, a preschool teacher and one of 
the event organizers. Several Disney, Marvel and DC 
characters will be represented, including Snow White, 
Rapunzel, Wonder Woman, Spider-man and more. There 
will be formal photo opportunities for the children to 
take pictures with the characters for a $10 fee, which 
will benefit the ECC.

The breakfast will feature standard breakfast foods. 
There will be other activities, such as music, dancing and 
coloring. “We wanted to do a fun thing for children and 
their families to attend,” said Vavra.

“The ECC is a place that provides a warm and caring 
environment where children explore, experiment, play, 
grow and learn to ask questions,” noted a representative. 
Programming is offered for infants through age 5, including 
full-day daycare and preschool, half-day preschool, art and 
physical education classes, and Universal Pre-Kindergarten.

For more information about the Breakfast Ball, ECC 
programming or the JCC, contact the JCC office at 724-2417.

The JCC is a not-for-profit organization and partner 

The media, including the prestigious Gazeta Wyborcza 
daily, were sucked into the ensuing debate. That’s what 
prompted Schnepf to organize the kippah-wearing expe-
dition in a bid to show that Jews were welcome at Café 
Foksal and that antisemitism is not tolerated in Polish 
society. “It was friendly and fun,” Schnepf wrote on 
Facebook about his visit to the controversial café, where 
he was photographed wearing a kippah. “That’s how you 
do it, for tolerance and friendship.”

Café Foksal’s management also expressed its satisfaction 
with the event, sharing a picture of it on their Facebook page. 
“A very nice evening in the company of dozens of terrific 
men and woman wearing kippahs,” they wrote. “Thanks 
for a nice initiative against those who would divide us.”

It was a positive spin amid the bad publicity that fol-
lowed the publication Tuesday of the unsigned blog post 
offering an account of what transpired January 1 at the 
24-year-old pub. The unnamed writer, who said he was 
32 and never involved in a brawl prior to the incident, 
wrote that he and a friend were asked by the bartender 
not to speak about Jews after the bartender overheard the 
two discussing Israel. “The bartender turned out to be an 
antisemite,” the blogger wrote.

After they refused to leave the bar, security threw them 
out. Police arrived a half-half later, taking no action, the 
blogger added. The post did not say whether the blogger 
or the friend was Jewish. However, the bartender and 
management told the media that the two patrons reacted 
rowdily after she asked them not to use hate speech against 
Catholics and were sent out of the establishment.

Jonny Daniels, founder of the From the Depths group, 

which works on Holocaust commemoration and Polish-Jew-
ish relations, told JTA he interviewed the bartender, and 
she told him that the two were using profanities against the 
Virgin Mary. After she asked them to refrain, they pelted her 
with small objects, including peanuts, the bartender said.

“I wasn’t there so I don’t know what happened, but 
this doesn’t seem to me like a straightforward case of an 
antisemitic incident,” Daniels said.

Antisemitic incidents are relatively rare in Poland, 
which is home to some 20,000 Jews, according to Michael 
Schudrich, the country’s chief rabbi. But such incidents 
receive massive attention in a country where antisemitism 
is a sensitive issue. Approximately 90 percent of Poland’s 
3.3 million Jews were murdered during the Holocaust. The 
vast majority were killed by Nazi Germans. Thousands of 
courageous Poles, including Schnepf’s mother, saved Jews. 
But a small minority of Poles joined the killing, massacring 
several thousand Polish Jews at the least.

On January 5, Adam Abramowicz, a lawmaker for the 
ruling Law and Justice party, who is not Jewish, reportedly 
said he wrote to Warsaw’s chief of police demanding the 
release of the report on the Café Foksal incident. If the 
accusations the blogger made against the bartender are 
correct, then the employee, and perhaps the establish-
ment, should be legally accountable for discrimination, 
Abramowicz said he wrote in the letter. But if accusations 
are false, then the accusers are answerable for defamation 
and making a false deposition, he added.

Until then, “What really went on there remains unclear,” 
Daniels said. “But what is clear is that when it comes to 
antisemitism, Polish society is anything but indifferent.”

Yarmulkes Continued from page 4

2017 must resolve that we will continue to speak out openly 
and assertively in support of the principle that Americans 
of all faiths and ethnicities – including Muslim Americans 
– must be accorded full civil rights and religious freedom 
as guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
Like the Jewish heroes of the civil rights movement, we 
can do no less.

Rabbi Marc Schneier, the president of the Foundation for 
Ethnic Understanding, is the author of “Shared Dreams: 
Martin Luther King Jr. and the Jewish Community” and 
co-author with Imam Shamsi Ali of “Sons of Abraham: 
A Candid Conversation about the Issues that Divide and 
Unite Jews and Muslims.”

King Continued from page 2

particular policies of the president-elect. Both statements 
are about core American Jewish values, and restating them 
and calling attention to them.”

The Holocaust museum often comments publicly on 
preventing genocide and opposing bigotry internationally, 
but its November 22 statement was a rarity, commenting 
on a white nationalist rally that took place at a building 
just blocks from the museum. Noting the use of Nazi terms 
by speakers, the statement invoked Holocaust history and 
“call[ed] on all American citizens, our religious and civic 
leaders, and the leadership of all branches of the government 
to confront racist thinking and divisive hateful speech.”

Tad Stahnke, director of the museum’s Initiative on Holo-
caust Denial and Antisemitism, said the rally’s proximity and 
content spurred the statement, but that it was not meant as a 
comment on broader trends. “This is something happening 
just a few blocks from our museum here in Washington, 
where you have this combination of antisemitic racist rhetoric 
and invocation of Nazi slogans,” Stahnke said, referring to 
chants of “Hail Trump!” by rally-goers. “That merited a 
clear statement of condemnation.”

Not everyone believes historians should be commenting 

Rhetoric Continued from page 3
on current events, and Trump’s campaign repeatedly denied 
that his campaign was in any way bigoted or that he was 
responsible for the white nationalists who endorsed him.

Responding to the historians’ letter in the Jewish Journal, 
Allan Nadler, professor of religious studies and director of 
the Jewish studies program at Drew University in Mad-
ison, NJ, wrote, “So inappropriate. What ever happened 
to scholarly objectivity, and never foreshadowing history? 
These historians are violating both principles.”

agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Binghamton that serves the community-at-large 
regardless of age, race, religion or sexual orientation. Fi-
nancial assistance is available to all who qualify as long 
as funds remain.

Levy and Diner both said they weren’t sure how they 
would react if currents of hate become stronger. And Diner 
said that no matter what impact the statements have, they 
allow historians to take their part in a current debate. “These 
can be symbolic acts, but symbols are terribly important,” 
she said. “And if the vast majority of scholars of the Jewish 
past have said ‘Wait a minute, just keep your eyes open 
because this could be a disaster,’ it behooves the public 
to pay attention.”

Exhibit on French designer
The Jewish Museum in New York City 

will hold the exhibit “Pierre Chareau: Modern 
Architecture and Design” through March 26. 
This is the first U.S. exhibition focused on 

French designer and architect Pierre Chareau (1883-1950). 
Showcasing furniture, lighting fixtures, and interiors, as 
well as designs for the Maison de Verre, the glass house 
completed in Paris in 1932, the exhibit will bring together 
more than 180 rarely-seen works from public and private 
collections in Europe and the United States. It will also 
address Chareau’s life and work in the New York area, 
after he left Paris during the German occupation of the city, 
including the house he designed for Robert Motherwell in 
1947 in East Hampton, NY. 

For more information, visit  http://thejewishmuseum.org 
or contact the museum info@thejm.org or 212-423-3200.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
U.N. Security Council condemns deadly truck-ramming 
attack on Israeli soldiers

The United Nations Security Council condemned the truck-ramming attack in Jerusalem 
that left four Israeli soldiers dead. The statement tweeted late Jan. 8 by Sweden’s mission 
to the United Nations “condemned in the strongest terms the terrorist attack” in the eastern 
part of the city on Jan. 8 and expressed condolences to the families of the victims and the 
government of Israel. Sweden holds the rotating presidency of the Security Council this 
month. “The members of the Security Council reaffirmed that terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and 
security,” the statement said, and that the council finds any acts of terrorism “criminal and 
unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation.” The statement “reaffirmed the need for all 
states to combat by all means in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and 
other obligations under international law, including international human rights law, inter-
national refugee law, and international humanitarian law, threats to international peace and 
security caused by terrorist acts.” The four soldiers were killed and at least 15 were injured 
when the driver of a large truck, a resident of the eastern Jerusalem neighborhood of Jabel 
Mukaber, drove into a group of soldiers who had just exited a bus on the promenade in the 
Arnon Hatnatziv neighborhood, which marks the border between the eastern and western 
halves of Jerusalem. The driver then reversed back over the bodies after he had hit them 
before being shot by a civilian tour guide and at least two soldiers. Two of the four soldiers 
killed were American citizens. The soldiers were buried on Jan. 9 in separate cemeteries a 
day after the attack on the promenade in the Arnon Hatnatziv neighborhood. Erez Orbach, 
20, of Alon Shvut in the Etzion bloc south of Jerusalem, was an American citizen, Haaretz 
reported, citing a U.S. Embassy official. He holds U.S. citizenship through his mother, 
according to the newspaper, citing a family member. Orbach was the oldest of six brothers. 
Shira Tzur, 20, of Haifa, had American-born parents, according to Haaretz, which cited a 
soldier in her unit. The others killed were Yael Yekutiel of Givatayim and Shir Hajaj, 22, of 
Maale Adumim. The soldiers were on an educational trip along with several other groups. 
Whitefish, MT, rally held in solidarity with Jewish 
community

Several hundred people reportedly turned out in sub-zero-degree weather for a rally in 
Whitefish, MT, to show solidarity with the Jewish community, which has been targeted by 
a neo-Nazi website. The rally on Jan. 7 was sponsored by the Love Not Hate organization, 
which the Daily Stormer has accused of threatening white supremacist leader Richard 
Spencer’s mother, who lives in the town along with him. Billed as a block party, the rally 
included speeches from city and faith leaders, local singers and storytellers, according to 
Montana Public Radio. “This is indeed a community where the voices that speak love and 
acceptance are so many more numerous than those that speak for hate and division,” Jessica 
Loti Leferrier, a Love Not Hate rally organizer, told the radio station. The Daily Stormer said 
the week of Jan. 6 that it had filed the paperwork for an armed neo-Nazi march designed to 
harass the Whitefish Jewish community. The march was moved to Jan. 16, which is Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day this year, a day later than originally scheduled. Andrew Anglin, who 
runs the neo-Nazi website, posted a photo on Jan. 5 of the filed application. The Whitefish 
City Clerk’s Office told the Forward that it had not received an application and that what 
was on the website appeared to be incomplete. Anglin wrote in a post published on Jan. 5 
that nationalist groups from the United Kingdom, Sweden, France and Greece would attend 
the march. He also confirmed that “a representative of Hamas will be in attendance, and 
will give a speech about the international threat of the Jews.” He said that participants will 
march through the center of Whitefish and end at Memorial Park, where several people 
will speak. Spencer is the president of the National Policy Institute, a white supremacist 
think tank. In November, he spoke at a white supremacist event in Washington, DC, to 
celebrate President-elect Donald Trump’s election. He called out “Hail Trump!” and was 
greeted by Nazi salutes. The Daily Stormer published a blog post in December calling for 
followers to “take action” against Jews in Whitefish by writing and calling them with an-
tisemitic messages. The post claimed that Jewish residents were “threatening” the business 
run by Spencer’s mother in the town. The post included the names, phone numbers and 
addresses of Jewish Whitefish residents, as well as their photos emblazoned with yellow 
stars. It also showed the Twitter handle and photo of a child. Along with using a number 
of antisemitic slurs, the post warned readers against using “violence or threats of violence 
or anything close to that.” World Jewish Congress President Ronald Lauder is demanding 
that authorities in Montana immediately put a stop to the march, calling it “a dangerous and 
life-threatening rally that puts all of America at risk. ...When notorious and self-professed 
neo-Nazis announce that they are planning to march through a town carrying ‘high-profiled 
rifles’ in an action targeting ‘Jews, Jewish business, and everyone who supports either,’ the 
local authorities must respond with quick alarm and vigilance,” Lauder said in a statement, 
adding that the rally “crosses the line between freedom of expression and incitement to 
hatred.” There are about 100 known Jewish households in Whitefish and nearby Kalispell, 
part of the Flathead Valley. Montana lawmakers and faith leaders have issued statements 
in support of the Whitefish community.Whitefish has a population of about 6,000 full-time 
residents and is home to a ski resort on Big Mountain called Whitefish Mountain Resort.
Palermo, Sicily, to get first synagogue in 500 years 

The Roman Catholic Church in Palermo is ceding to Jewish ownership the use of 
part of a church and monastery complex built atop the ruins of a medieval synagogue. 
The move is being viewed as a gesture of reconciliation more than 500 years after the 
expulsion of Jews from Sicily. The church will finance renovations in the space to create 
a new synagogue and Jewish heritage center for the several dozen Jews who now live in 
the city. The donated space is the Oratory of Santa Maria del Sabato, in the lower part 
of the building under the church complex of San Nicola da Tolentino, Rabbi Pierpaolo 
Pinhas Punturello told JTA. Punturello is the emissary to Sicily of Shavei Israel, an 
organization that focuses on outreach to Jews who have lost connection to their Jewish 
roots and identity, including “bnei anusim,” or the descendants of Jews forced to con-
vert to Catholicism under Spanish rule. Based in Israel, he serves as Palermo’s rabbi, 
traveling once a month to the city. The handover will take place during a conference on 
Jan. 12 – the anniversary of the expulsion of Jews from Sicily by Spanish rulers in 1493. 
Shavei Israel’s founder and chair, Michael Freund, who played a key role in arranging 
the donation of the space, will be among the conference speakers. Palermo’s archbishop, 
Corrado Lorefice, is transferring ownership of the space under the terms of the Italian 
“comodato d’uso gratuito,” an arrangement comparable to a free leasehold. There is no 
formal Jewish community in Palermo; the owners of the space will be a local cultural and 
educational organization, the Sicilian Institute of Jewish Studies-the Istituto Siciliano di 
Studi Ebraici, or ISSE, which is affiliated with Shavei Israel. Punturello, who serves on 
the board of the ISSE, said Shavei Israel, which works in partnership with the Jewish 
umbrella Union of Italian Jewish Communities, or UCEI, and the Jewish community in 
Naples, will mainly be responsible for the new center’s operations, in large part due to 
his roles as Palermo’s rabbi and Shavei Israel emissary.
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