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Student leaders representing the Chabad 
Center, Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Sigma 
Delta Tau organized this year’s Light up 
a Life Toy Drive, which raised a record 
$23,000 worth of toys to be distributed to 
children in hospitals in the New York City 
area under the aegis of the Chai Lifeline 
Organization in New York.

“The dedication and perseverance of 
these students just blew me away,” said 
Rabbi Levi Slonim, programming and 
development director at Chabad. “They 
have been working on this for months, 
night and day, raising monies in a variety 
of ingenious ways. I am so proud of them 
and so privileged to be able to work with 
them. I want to extend a special thanks to 
the Binghamton community members who 
contributed to this drive and helped bring it 
to such a successful culmination.”
At right: Student leaders representing the 
Chabad Center, Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
Sigma Delta Tau posed in front of the toys 
before they were loaded onto trucks for 
transport.

Chabad toy drive sets donation record

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – 

There was little new in the 
dueling speeches of John 
Kerry and Benjamin Netanyahu. In remarks 
from the State Department on December 
28, the secretary of state reiterated the “ve-
hement opposition” of the United States to 
Israeli settlement construction and its belief 
that the chances for Israeli-Palestinian peace 
are dying. The Israeli prime minister coun-
tered shortly after that settlements are not 
the issue and if peace prospects are receding, 
it’s because of Palestinian rejectionism.

“The settler agenda is defining the future 
of Israel, and their stated purpose is clear: 
They believe in one state, greater Israel,” 
Kerry said in remarks carried live from the 
State Department.

Barely an hour later, Netanyahu was hav-
ing none of that. “If only the [United States] 
government put as much energy into fighting 
Palestinian terror as it does in condemning 

Kerry and Netanyahu fight it out one more time 
over Israeli settlements

the Jerusalem house, maybe 
there would be a real chance 
for peace,” he said.

This spat has bedeviled 
U.S.-Israel relations since Barack Obama 
and Benjamin Netanyahu both took office 
in 2009. Within months of assuming the 
presidency, Obama called for a freeze on 
settlement expansion as part of his efforts to 
jump-start stalled peace talks. And Netanya-
hu conditioned his 2009 endorsement of a 
two-state solution on Palestinian acceptance 
of Israel as a Jewish state.

Neither of those positions is new. In his 
speech, Kerry emphasized that every U.S. 
administration, regardless of party, opposed 
Israeli settlements. And Netanyahu pointed to 
a longstanding American commitment, also 
across administrations, to defend Israel against 
delegitimization in international forums.

Kerry ended his speech by laying out 
six principles to guide Israeli-Palestinian 
peace, but those weren’t especially new, 

ANALYSIS

A view of a portion of the West Bank settlement of Maale Adumim. (Photo by Uriel Sinai/
Getty Images)

either. The principles – including two 
states with secure and recognized borders, 
Jerusalem as a shared capital with free 
access to holy sites, and a solution to the 
Palestinian refugee problem that doesn’t 

change Israel’s character – mostly were a 
summary of more detailed parameters that 
President Bill Clinton laid out just before 
he left office 16 years ago.

Why Tel Aviv is Israel’s new “aliyah capital”
By Andrew Tobin

TEL AVIV (JTA) – Meet Daniel Ru-
bin, in many ways the new face of aliyah. 
Originally from Los Angeles, Rubin, 27, 
moved to Israel a decade ago to study at a 
Jerusalem yeshiva. In the following years, 
he served in the Israeli army and bounced 
back and forth between Israel and the U.S. 
for college and work.

But in November, he and his wife made 
aliyah. They settled in Tel Aviv so he could 
found a startup and they could enjoy the 
coastal city’s Mediterranean lifestyle. The 
couple were among about 3,000 new im-
migrants who made this city home in 2016, 
helping Tel Aviv earn the title as the “aliyah 
capital” of Israel for the third straight year.

“Tel Aviv is young, Tel Aviv is fun, Tel 
Israelis enjoyed the warm weather on the beach in Tel Aviv on October 3. (Photo by 
Nati Shohat/Flash90)

Aviv is exciting,” Rubin told JTA. “And I’m 
from L.A., so I love the beach.”

Rubin’s story reflects recent trends in 
aliyah.

As the wave of immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union has ebbed since the 
1990s, aliyah has reached historic lows. 
Among those who have continued coming, 
a greater ratio have been from Western 
countries and they have been more likely 
to choose to launch their Israel experience 
in big cities. Tel Aviv, the nation’s cultural 
capital, is now the favorite destination.

“Israel rescued millions of people from 
disadvantaged societies in Muslim countries 
and Eastern Europe,” said Sergio DellaPer-
gola, a scholar of Jewish demography and 

See “Settlements” on page 2

See “Tel Aviv” on page 8
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In My Own Words

My favorite musical instrument was the human voice. 
Its ability to express a wide range of emotions – from joy to 
extreme sorrow – resonated in a way that even my second 
favorite instrument, the violin, could not match. My reason 
for using the past tense in those sentences is due to the fact 
that I’m still re-evaluating my relationship to music more 
than a year after my cochlear implant.

First, please don’t think that any of my comments about 
the difficulty of hearing music with the CI are complaints 
about the surgery. At a recent meeting of the local chapter 
of the Hearing Loss Association, I was talking to another 
woman who received her implant around the same time 
I did mine. To her sorrow, she is still unable to listen to 
music, so I am grateful for the limited – but hopefully 
growing – ability I have.

What sparked these thoughts was my attempt to listen to 
a wider range of music after reading about the 2016 induct-
ees to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. During my college 
years, I didn’t listen to much rock music. I rediscovered 
the joys of contemporary songs during the 1980s with the 
help of MTV. One of my favorite singers was Steve Perry 
of Journey, whose ability to sing both beautiful soft ballads 
and powerful anthems was thrilling. So, I thought, “Why 
not try listening to a few of his songs to see what happens?”

The human voice
Well, while I could tell what some of the music was, the 

real problem was Perry’s voice: It simply didn’t sound the 
way I remember. He’s not the only one with whom I’ve 
had a problem. When I listened to James Taylor’s “Fire 
and Rain” recently, the song sounded OK, but his voice 
didn’t. That wasn’t exactly a surprise – after all, I’m hearing 
electrical impulses, not sound waves – but the same isn’t 
always true of speech. For example, when I watch actors on 
TV that I know – think the original “Law and Order” with 
Sam Waterston – they sound like I remember. Or maybe 
it’s just that my brain knows what they are supposed to 
sound like and does the work for me.

Of course, speech on TV is not always perfect. Some 
voices sound fine; others sound really funny. Then there is 
that irritating, squeaky announcer who does the commer-
cials. You want to know which one? Actually, it sounds 
as if the same person is doing almost every commercial – 
something I know isn’t true, but I can’t tell the difference 
between the voices. And then there are the people who 
don’t sound like anything I imagined they would. Does 
Guy Fieri of “Diners, Drive-ins and Dives” really have 
that high pitched a voice and that strange squeak? That’s 
definitely not the voice my brain gave him when I used to 
watch his shows without sound. I still like the program, 

but have been known to lower the sound.
I realize I am doing better with the spoken word than 

I am with music, which is to be expected. However, that 
doesn’t mean I’m not trying to listen to more music. Re-
peated listening can help; other times, it’s best to turn to 
another song or type of music – especially when it’s diffi-
cult to hear the voices over the instrumentals. Sometimes 
that leaves me humming a few bars of a song that comes 
to mind – for example, singing over and over and over of 
the first four lines UB40’s “There’s a Rat in the Kitchen” 
because that’s the only part of the melody I remember and 
the rest of it isn’t clear on the recording. Someone recently 
gave me a flash drive filled with older music. I can’t hear 
all of it, but some songs are really fun. Being reminded of 
a song for the first time in decades is wonderful: how long 
has it been since I’ve thought of “Me and Julio Down by 
the Schoolyard” by Paul Simon, with its funky beat and 
infectious melody? It leaves me humming and singing more 
– something that perks my spirits and helps reduce stress.

So, while there is still room for improvement, I’m happy 
with what I can hear and plan to continue working to hear 
more. Maybe there are singers I’ll never be able to enjoy 
again; that’s common for those who get a CI. But being 
able to hear music – any music – fills my heart with joy.

“I do think he cares deeply about this, he thinks he’s 
saving Israel from itself,” David Makovsky, who worked 
under Kerry during the latest round of Israeli-Palestinian 
talks in 2013-14, said on a conference call on December 
29 hosted by the Jewish Federations of North America. “If 
it’s going to be a Jewish state and democratic, he’s going 
to share those lessons. He can’t just walk off the stage.”

Makovsky, who is also a fellow at the Washington In-
stitute for Near East Policy, noted that Kerry spoke shortly 
before a French-led summit on the peace process, which 
Israel is boycotting, and said the address may be meant 
as preparation for the gathering. But Kerry’s personal 
investment in guiding Israel to a two-state solution also 
motivated this one last call for peace, Makovsky added.

When Clinton issued his parameters, Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority were in ongoing negotiations and a 
Palestinian state seemed within reach. Peace seems far less 
likely now, with the Israeli government leaning firmly to the 
right and the Palestinians still unwilling to negotiate directly.

Kerry admitted as much in his speech. Intended as a 
strident defense of a two-state solution, the speech in fact 
showed how difficult such a solution would be to achieve 
now. Even as he blasted the ballooning of Israeli settlements, 
saying that 270,000 more settlers are living in the West Bank 
since Obama took office, Kerry also criticized the Palestin-

Settlements
ians for ongoing incitement and glorification of terrorists.

“Despite our best efforts over the years, the two-state 
solution is now in serious jeopardy,” Kerry said. “The 
truth is that trends on the ground – violence, terrorism, 
incitement, settlement expansion and the seemingly endless 
occupation – are combining to destroy hopes for peace 
on both sides and increasingly cementing an irreversible 
one-state reality that most people do not actually want.”

The speeches were effectively closing arguments to a 
longstanding debate in the waning days of the Obama admin-
istration. A defensive Netanyahu sounded incredulous that 
Kerry was focused on blaming Israel when so many other 
problems plagued the Middle East. And as he has many times 
before, the prime minister described Israel not as an occupier, 
but as the sole democratic society in a chaotic region. “This is 
what the secretary of state focuses on as one of his concluding 
speeches?” Netanyahu said. “The whole Middle East is going 
up in flames, full states are collapsing, terror is spreading and 
for an hour the secretary of state attacks the only democracy 
in the Middle East, that keeps stability in the Middle East.”

Kerry, for his part, took nearly an hour to get to his six 
principles for peace – an hour spent defending the admin-
istration’s record on Israel, in particular its refusal to veto a 
U.N. Security Council resolution on December 23 describing 
the settlements as illegal. “If we had vetoed this resolution 

Continued from page 1
just the other day, the United States would have been giving 
license to further unfettered settlement expansion that we 
fervently oppose,” Kerry said. “It is not this resolution that 
is isolating Israel. It is the pernicious policy of settlement 
construction that is making peace impossible.”

Kerry’s speech also was an attempt to lay out longstand-
ing American policy on Israel before President-elect Donald 
Trump takes office. American presidents since 1967 have 
opposed settlement construction and recent administrations 
have explicitly called for a Palestinian state. But Trump’s 
nominee for ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, is 
a settlement supporter who has suggested the two-state 
solution ought to be reconsidered.

Netanyahu said he looks forward to working with Trump, 
who joined him in attempting to block the recent Security 
Council resolution. And Kerry noted that in a few weeks, 
an administration will take office that may be far more 
amenable to Netanyahu’s positions.

“President Obama and I know that the incoming admin-
istration has signaled that they may take a different path, 
and even suggested breaking from the long-standing U.S. 
policies on settlements, Jerusalem and the possibility of a 
two-state solution,” Kerry said. “That is for them to decide, 
that’s how we work.”

In other words, the eight-year debate could soon be over.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Jewish Home leader Bennett announces plans to annex 
Ma’aleh Adumim

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Jewish Home leader Naftali Bennett announced 
on Jan. 2 that his party is planning to draft a bill to annex the Jerusalem suburb of Ma’aleh 
Adumim. The community is located east of Jerusalem, beyond the 1967 lines. Bennett’s 
announcement coincided with a Knesset Constitution, Law and Justice Committee meeting 
about the application of Israeli sovereignty to Ma’aleh Adumim. “Today, we are moving 
forward to Ma’aleh Adumim, and then to the remaining swathes of our land,” Bennett 
declared. Left-wing Israeli political leaders came out against the proposal. Member of 
Knesset Michal Rozin (Meretz) said, “You are declaring war against the Palestinians 
and the world. The Bennett government is carrying out the Habayit Hayehudi (Jewish 
Home) vision and destroying the future of the country.”
Soldier with cerebral palsy joins IDF in Israeli military’s 
latest inclusion achievement

Omer Lahat, who has cerebral palsy, recently joined the Israel Defense Forces, 

becoming the latest example of the Israeli military’s prioritization of the inclusion 
of people with disabilities. Oxygen was cut off from Lahat’s brain when he was born 
two months early, leading to his development of cerebral palsy. Physical limitations 
did not hold him back from attending high school and graduating with honors, after 
which point he pursued his dream to serve in the IDF through the “Special in Uniform” 
program – a partnership between the IDF, the Israeli Ministry of Social Services and 
the Jewish National Fund that works to integrate youths with disabilities into regu-
lar units in the military and ultimately into Israeli society. Lahat was the program’s 
first-ever wheelchair-bound participant. After first integrating into the Palmachim 
Air Base, Lahat enlisted as a full IDF soldier in late December following a Special 
in Uniform letter-writing campaign that made the case for his military service to 
various IDF officials. To date, Special in Uniform has facilitated the voluntary 
enlistment of about 50 Israeli soldiers with autism and other disabilities. Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, speaking at a Dec. 29 graduation ceremony for an 
Israeli Air Force pilots’ course, underscored the IDF’s spirit of inclusion. “A strong 
nation is one that does not leave its most vulnerable members behind,” Netanyahu 
said. “Israel is the only nation in the world that has a strong army with the ability to 
include people with disabilities.”
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OF NOTE

Rozen
Bonnie Rozen will be the featured artist displaying 

her artwork at the Lost Dog Café, in Binghamton, for the 
month of January. All of Rozen’s artwork is done digitally 
on an iPad.

Tot Time at TC
Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their 

parents, will be held on Saturday, January 21, from 9:30-
10:30 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. 
The focus this month will be on tzedakah.

Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood 
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. A 
parent must attend with children. Reservations will be 
appreciated and can be made by e-mailing Lauren Fitch 
at TCTots@gmail.com.

Children are introduced to Judaism through a story, 
a hands-on activity and a snack each month. For more 
information, contact Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.

SUNY Broome Professor Emeritus Ben Kasper will 
speak on what he has learned about Jewish thought and 
religion through his participation as an auditor in one 
of Binghamton University’s Judaic Studies Department 
courses. The program will be held on Saturday, January 
14, at the Shabbat luncheon at Beth David Synagogue, 39 
Riverside Dr., Binghamton. His talk will follow the free 
luncheon after services.

“Anyone over 60 years of age is allowed to participate 
in courses offered at Binghamton University when space is 
available and when the instructor grants permission,” noted 

Jan DeAngelo will perform, singing and 
playing piano, for Havdalah Happy Hour on 
Saturday, January 21, at 6 pm, in the Kilmer 
Mansion at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton. All members of the community 
have been invited.

DeAngelo has recorded several albums and is “a 
much sought after vocalist,” according to program 
organizers. He has performed across the United 
States, Canada and Italy. He performs in many 
styles, including musical theater, cabaret, opera and 
pop. He was the recipient of the Friars Club Award 
from the Theater Department at Binghamton University in 
1987. DeAngelo received the Lifetime Achievement Award 

TC to hold Havdalah Happy Hour
from the Broome County Arts Council in 2012.

Following drinks and snacks, DeAngelo’s 
music and singing, and a brief Havdalah service, 
attendees can attend a dinner at 8 pm at a local 
restaurant. Those planning to attend have been 
asked to call 785-6787 or e-mail cbischo@bing-
hamton.edu so organizers can plan ahead. Those 
who will come to dinner should leave their name 
and phone number for a reservation. Reserva-
tions must be made by Wednesday, January 18. 
Messages can be left on the answering machine.

Havdalah Happy Hour is free and sponsored 
by the Temple Concord Outreach Committee. The inclement 
weather date will be Saturday, February 4.

By Paula Rubin
In keeping with tradition, Beth David Sisterhood will 

hold its January meeting “off campus” on a different day 
of the week. The program will be held on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 10, at 1 pm, in the computer center of the George F. 
Johnson Library, 1001 Park St., Endicott.

Beth David Sisterhood to offer computer workshop
Gail Szeligh will lead a hands-on workshop on 

computer skills. She noted that all levels of computer 
knowledge are welcome. Beverages and light refresh-
ments will be served.

“We want to accommodate all interested members 
of the community, so we are moving our meeting to the 

second Tuesday in January, so as not to conflict with the 
Friendship Club,” organizers noted.

The venue is handicapped accessible. There will be no 
charge for the meeting. All interested members of the com-
munity, men and women, have been invited to attend. For 
more information, call Beth David Synagogue at 722-1793.

“What I didn’t learn at my bar mitzvah” to be topic 
for Jan. 14 Beth David luncheon

Jan DeAngelo

Ben Kasper

Kasper, who audited Professor Randy Friedman’s 
course on American Jewish thought. In his talk, 
Kasper will describe how one can become a par-
ticipant in the Older Adult Auditor Program. He 
will explain what new things he learned about 
Jewish culture and religious perspectives, and 
how his courses expanded his knowledge about 
contemporary Judaism. Courses include topics 
such as Holocaust studies, Zionist thought, 
and Yiddish and Jewish literature. A handout 
describing the courses offered during the spring 

2017 semester will be prepared for those who 
are interested.

Kasper graduated from Boston University 
with a major in economics. He went on to pursue 
graduate work at Antioch University and was 
a graduate student at the Maxwell School at 
Syracuse University. He received his master’s 
in business administration from Binghamton 
University. Recently, he retired from SUNY 
Broome, where he taught economics and public 
policy for more than 30 years. A longtime resi-
dent of Binghamton, he continues to be actively 

involved in the Jewish community.
For more information, call Beth David Synagogue at 

722-1793.

Beth David Synagogue held 
Chanukah party

Asaf and Yehuda Weiss lit menorahs at Beth David 
Synagogue’s Chanukah party

Eleanor Kelman and Yehuda Weiss played the dreidel game 
at the Beth David Synagogue Chanukah party.

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
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Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

Call Sue Krause to 
buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Direct:

607-760-3366
Office:

607-772-1177
4747 Vestal Parkway East

E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Call Sue Krause
to buy or sell your house!

Suzanne Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar
Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Call Sue Krause to buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Chag Sameach from

generic

Small
Business
Profiles

Call Sue Krause to buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

L’Shanah Tovah from

Call Sue Krause to buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Direct: 607-760-3366
Office: 607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Happy Chanukah from

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

If you are the owner or manager of a
small business, The Reporter has a

unique advertising opportunity for you!
SMALL BUSINESS PROFILES, the highlight of

our Jan. 13 issue, will feature an advertising 
section of display ads in a variety of sizes to suit 

your copy. Plus, for all ads over 4 col. inches,
we will include a FREE mini feature using

the information you provide.

Small Business
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January 13 issue • Ad Deadline: January 5

Published by the Jewish    Federation of Greater Binghamton

To advertise, please
contact Bonnie Rozen

at 724-2360, ext. 244 or 
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Intermarriage in the United States has alternately been 
called the largest challenge and the greatest opportunity 
for the Jewish community. However, not all intermarriag-
es are alike, as shown in Helen Kiyong Kim and Noah 
Samuel Leavitt’s “JewAsian: Race, Religion, and Identity 
for America’s Newest Jews” (University of Nebraska 
Press). Although this is a scholarly work, the impetus 
for the book is personal: Kim, an associate professor of 
sociology at Whitman College, and Leavitt, an associate 
dean of students at Whitman College, are married and 
have two children. Their relationship led them to wonder 
about the nature of these marriages and also how the dual 
identities of being Asian and Jewish affects the children. 
In this study, they interview members of two generations 
to answer questions about the impact race, religion and 
ethnicity have on their lives.

When offering statistical information from several gen-
eral population studies, the authors note that the greatest 
number of interracial marriages occur between white and 
Asian populations. However, few studies look specifically at 
Jewish-Asian intermarriages. Focusing on these marriages 
is complicated by the problem of defining who is a Jew. 
For example, people acknowledge a Jewish connection 
based on either religious practice, culture or ancestry, or 
a combination of these factors. However, not everyone 
accepts all these definitions – particularly when dealing 
with those who consider themselves Jewish by patrilineal 
descent. Deciding whether or not Judaism is a religion or 
an ethnicity makes the issue even more complex.

After this general introduction on intermarriage, the 
authors narrow their focus to marriages between Jews and 
Asians.. There are several charts listing the demographics 
of those they interviewed – noting details about Jewish 

Race and religion: studying Jewish and Asian intermarriages

American spouses, Asian American ones and the children 
of these relationships. Many of the parents come from sim-
ilar social and economic classes, and have the same ideas 
about family and education, which makes for less stress 
between spouses. The authors also note that both Jews and 
Asians are members of “model minorities,” ones that are 
considered hard-working and law-abiding.

Some of the findings surprised the authors. For example, 
there was more support from the non-Jewish parents in 
helping to raise the couple’s children as Jewish than they 
expected: “The Jewish parents in these 18 households 
with minor children, sometimes on their own but far more 
frequently with the support and active engagement of their 
spouses who were not raised as Jews, are working broadly 
and deliberately to bring Judaism and a sense of Jewish 
identity to their family.” At the same time, some of the 
Asian parents worry about installing an Asian identity in 
their children because it’s harder to define what makes them 
Asian and fewer organized groups to help them.

The children of these marriages told the authors that they 
felt pride in their mixed identity. Some like the fact that people 
can’t easily guess their race and ethnic status. Challenges 
do arise because of this, though: for example, people may 
question how someone of mixed race could be Jewish. This 
occurs more frequently for those of patrilineal descent, but 
it still can be a issue for those whose mothers are Jewish.

Some respondents felt an imbalance between their 
Asian and Jewish identities – feeling more of a connection 
to their Jewish side because of their greater involvement 
in the Jewish community. For example, one person spoke 
of her years at a Jewish summer camp while noting that 
there was no complementary experience for her to learn 
about her Asian side.

It’s also hard for some to describe what they are in ethnic 
terms. The authors note that “interviewees used terms like 
‘Chew,’ ‘Jewpanese,’ ‘HinJew,” and ‘Kojew’ to capture the 
various elements of their backgrounds in one language.” 
Some interviewed said that they enjoy their “unique sta-
tus” as part of an “unusual” demographic – even with any 
problems that arise.

Kim and Leavitt are careful to explain the limitations of 
their research. Most of those they interviewed came from 
a Reform Jewish background. They are also aware that 
Asian-Jewish intermarriages are a very small segment of 
the intermarried Jewish community, making it impossible 
to generalize for other types of intermarriages. However, 
they do see these parents as successfully installing a Jewish 
identity in their children. The children interviewed noted 
that they value both their Jewish and Asian identities, 
and want to pass that heritage to their children. They also 
appreciate the fact that their parents encouraged them to 
explore both cultures and allowed them to make their own 
choices. Some still struggle to define their identity. This is 
partly because there are few role models available.

“JewAsian” is an excellent introduction to what will 
hopefully be the first of many works looking at the nature 
of specific types of intermarriage. Readers should note 
that this is a scholarly work. While there is not a great deal 
of difficult jargon, the prose is very dry. However, those 
interested in the sociology of contemporary Judaism will 
find much of interest in its pages.

From JNS.org
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Google an-

nounced it is adjusting its algorithms after users who 
entered the question “Did the Holocaust happen?” in 
online searches were directed to a neo-Nazi website. Until 
recently, the top result the search engine provided to that 
question was a link to Stormfront, a white supremacist 
online forum, and an article titled “Top 10 reasons why 
the Holocaust didn’t happen.” 

In an interview with NBC News on Dec. 27, a spokesman 
for Google did not directly address the controversy, but 
said, “We strive to give users a breadth of diverse content 
from a variety of sources, and we’re committed to the 

Google slammed for directing 
“Holocaust” search to neo-Nazi website 

principle of a free and open web. Judging which pages on 
the web best answer a query is a challenging problem and 
we don’t always get it right.” 

Google announced it had removed the article from 
the top of its search results in the U.S. and the U.K. in 
December, and was working to provide “authoritative 
results.” In a statement, the search engine giant said it had 
“made improvements” to its algorithms to provide “more 
high-quality, credible content on the web.” 

The search result was first reported by The Guard-
ian and received “overwhelming condemnation” from 
professionals in the field and Holocaust memorial 
organizations.

American Jewish Historical 
Society exhibit

The American Jewish Historical Society 
in New York City is holding the exhibit “Our 
History is Your History: Treasures from the 

American Jewish Historical Society” through February 
27. The exhibit provides an opportunity to see a cross-sec-
tion of the American Jewish Historical Society archives 
first-hand in the hopes that viewers will gain a deeper 
understanding of the Jewish cultural heritage. Based 
on theme, the exhibit will rotate several times a year. It 
currently showcases documents, objects and photographs 
focusing on the arts, Ethiopian Jewry, public service, 
sports and Jewish women.

For more information, visit www.ajhs.org/ or contact 
the society at 212-294-6160.

For information, contact
Bonnie at 724-2360, ext. 244 or

bonnie@thereportergroup.org.
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dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Green 
Mountain - Vestal, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/23/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1550 Vestal Pkwy. East, 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Alpine Distribution, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was December 1, 2016. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
 NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DEAN CONSOLIDATED, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was November 28, 2016. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to the 
Company, Attn: Casey Dean, 505 
East 6th St., Unit 814, Charlotte, NC 
28202. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of the Midwest, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/15/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Articles of organization for Sweetie’s 
Homemade Italian Ice, LLC 345 Harry 
L. Drive, Johnson City, NY 13790 filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY 
(NYSS) on 11/21/2016. Office of LLC 
is in  Broome Co. NYSS is designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served. NYSS shall 
mail process to 1172 Lynch Road, 
Little Meadows, Pa. 18830. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 401 Main 
Building LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/14/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 137 Powers Rd., 
Binghamton, NY 13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is OASIS
 STONE SCAPES LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is
 NOVEMBER 21, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The

Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Peoria, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/7/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Brighton, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 81 North 
Media Group, LLC. The date of filing 
of the Articles of organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was 10/6/16. The County in which 
the principal place of business shall 
be located is Broome County. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to United States Corporation Agents, 
INC, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution: 
None.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

DAJAMA, LLC

Articles of Organization were filed with 
the NY State Dept. of State, Division 
of Corporations and State Records on 
October 25, 2016. Office and principal 
business location: 133 Rogers Road, 
Port Crane, Broome County, New 
York. Secy. of State designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to: 133 Rogers Road, Port 
Crane, NY 13833, principal business 
address of the LLC, Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Murfreesboro, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/1/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Columbus, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
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Community Chanukah celebration at the JCC

The Community Chanukah celebration took place at the Jewish Community Center on 
December 21. Shown are teenagers who took part in the candle lighting ceremony.

Children from the Jewish Community Center’s Early Childhood Center sang Chanukah 
songs at the celebration.

At right: Neil 
R o s e  a n d 
Mark Walker 
made latkes 
at the annual 
latke fry.

Above: Students from Hillel 
Academy sang Chanukah 
songs at the Community 
Chanukah celebration.

A t  r i g h t : 
S h a l e x u s 
Crooke and 
Katie Sochor

A t  l e f t : 
Kuwanna and 
Erin Pietras

A t  r i g h t : 
A d r i a n n a 
Wenban and 
Abby Pietras

At left (l-r): Volunteers Arieh 
Ullmann, Neisen Luks, Rita 
Shawn and Susan Walker 
helped serve the food.

A t  l e f t : 
Audriann and 
Eli Glazer

At left: Sidney 
VanTuyl and 
Jake Loew

7 Court St., Suite 3, Binghamton, NY 13901 • (607)722-0039
www.citreapizza.com

COME ENJOY OUR
WOODFIRE OVEN PIZZAS & SMALL PLATES!

Open daily at 4pm
Lunch at Citrea

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 11:30am til 2pm
Open for brunch Saturday and Sunday at 11am

(Now accepting American Express)

ORTESE
Restaurant

117 Robinson St. on Binghamton’s East Side
All Major Credit Cards

www.corteserestaurant.com

Italian-American
Cuisine

Try Our Famous Steaks, Prime Rib,
Thick Pork Chops, Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Including Homemade Pasta Dishes & Desserts.

Complete Menu for
Take-Out & Pizza 723-6477

For Dinner Reservations Call 723-6440
Hours: Mon. 11:30 am -10 pm • Tues. Closed 

Wed.–Thurs. 11:30 am -10 pm • Fri.– Sat. 11:30 am -11 pm 
Sun. 12 - 9 pm

Tel. 607.775.9499
Fax. 607.775.9000

Mon. - Fri. 11-9
Sat. 12-9

Closed Sundays

Gift Cards Available
x

Bring Your Own Wine

Rocket Center

584 Upper Court Street
Binghamton, NY 13904

your ad could be here!
For information on advertising, contact
Bonnie Rozen at 724-2360, ext. 244 or 
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Congregational Notes

RABBI LEVI Y. SLONIM, DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING AND DEVELOPMENT, ROHR CHABAD 
CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDENT LIFE AT BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

Weekly Parasha
Vayigash, Genesis 44:18-47:27

Friday, January 6, light candles .......................... 4:29 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 7 ...................... 5:31 pm
Friday, January 13, light candles ........................ 4:37 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 14 .................... 5:38 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

The next adult ed. study session will be held on Saturday, 
January 14, at 10 am.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, January 6 ................................................. 4:30 pm
Shabbat, January 7 .................................................. 9 am
 ....................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:55 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., January 8 ................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., January 9-13 ............................................ 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., January 8 ................................................... 4:20 pm
Mon.-Thurs., January 9-12 ....................................... 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Tuesday, January 10, at 1 pm, Beth David Sis-
terhood will hold its January meeting in the computer 
center of the George F. Johnson Library, 1001 Park St., 
Endicott. Gail Szeligh will lead a hands-on workshop 
on computer skills. Beverages and light refreshments 
will be served.

On Saturday, January 14, SUNY Broome Professor 
Emeritus Ben Kasper will be the guest speaker for a 
Shabbat luncheon. His talk, “What I didn’t learn at my 
bar mitzvah,” will follow the free luncheon after services. 
Everyone in the community has been invited to attend.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, January 6, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, January 7, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, Torah study will be held. At 10:35 am, 
there will be Shabbat family services with Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg.

On Sunday, January 8, from 10 am-2 pm, there will be 
a Temple Concord Sisterhood rummage sale. It will feature 
a buy-one-get-one-free deal on skirts.

On Tuesday, January 10, at 6:30 pm, there will be an 
Executive Board meeting. At 7 pm, there will be a board 
meeting.

On Friday, January 13, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, January 14, at 9 am, there will be reli-
gious school. At 9:15 am, Torah study will be held. At 
10:35 am, there will be Shabbat family services with 
the dalet class, Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jeff 
Strosberg. This will be followed by a potluck lunch. All 
have been invited.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, January 7, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah 
portion will be Genesis 44:18-47:27. The haftarah will be 
Ezekiel 37:15-28. Bima guest will be Sylvia Horowitz.

Beginning on Sunday, January 8, Interim Rabbi Geoffrey 
Brown will hold regular learning sessions on the weekends 
he is with the congregation. “Why pray? What’s in it for 
me?” will consist of different sub-topics each session. The 
next scheduled session will be following kiddush on Sat-
urday, January 21. A full schedule will be available soon.

On Tuesday, January 10, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood meeting.

On Monday, January 16, the temple office will be 
closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

On Friday, January 20, at 6:30 pm, Shabbat on the Road 
will be held at Brookdale Senior Center, across from the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, January 7, Tot Shabbat will be held at 
11:15 am.

On Friday-Saturday, January 13-14, the bar mitzvah 
of Adam Saar, son of Yael and Gideon Saar, will be 
celebrated.

On Saturday, January 14, Shabbat Yeladim services 
will be held at 11:15 am.

On Monday, January 16, from 10 am-3:30 pm, 
Kadima teens will take part in a scavenger hunt at 
DestinyUSA mall in Syracuse. For further information, 
e-mail tbeneshama@gmail.com.

On Friday, January 20, the gimel-dalet class service 
will be held at 6:15 pm.

Sometimes it seems like the Jewish people are an ex-
panse riddled with craters. There are the denominational 
divides. The social issues divide, the political divide, 
Israel/Diaspora divide and the seemingly widening gulf 
between the older and younger generations. This week’s 
Torah portion has something profoundly important to 
teach us about Jewish unity and how we can access our 
essential core.

In this week’s parasha, as Joseph, the Egyptian viceroy, 
demands that his brother Benjamin remain with him, Ben-
jamin’s older brother Judah steps forward and responds in 

We are one; beyond the slogan

a bold and audacious manner. He says, “Your servant has 
assumed responsibility for the boy from my father, saying, 
‘If I do not bring him to you, I will have sinned against my 
father forever.’” (Genesis 44, 32)

What is the meaning and significance of this statement? 
And why was it Judah, of all the brothers, who felt the need 
to take that level of responsibility?

The Talmud tells us that “Kol Yisrael areivim zeh ba-
zeh.” (Shavuot 39a) Conventionally, this is  translated to 
mean, “All of Israel are responsible for one another.” But 
the cognate arev, which is the exact word Judah used in 

his statement to Joseph, means much more. Literally, it 
means “commingled,” of one whole. Judah was saying, 
“Me and Benjamin are one, you cannot possibly keep 
him while I go.”

The Lubavitcher Rebbe taught us that one can under-
stand the concept of Jewish unity from three perspectives.

The first, by appreciating that every “type” of Jew 
“from the heads of the tribes to the small children to the 
wood-choppers and water-drawers” (Deuteronomy 29:10) 
is integral to our whole. If even one is missing, we are all 
See “One” on page 7
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One Continued from page 6
depleted. Said differently, the Jewish people are one body 
and each Jew is an integral aspect.

The second perspective, by respecting and appreciating the 
various strengths each individual or cohort of Jews brings to 
the collective, each one’s strengths complement the others.

The third way of understanding Jewish unity transcends 
the multifariousness that is our reality. It’s not about a 
cost-benefit analysis of what each one can contribute or 
“bring to the table.” It is about the essential way in which 
we are all equal and part of a one-ness for the sole reason 
that we are Jews and part of this nation!

We are now in a better position to understand why it 
was specifically Judah who stepped forward in this manner. 
Judah was ready to take on Egypt’s second in command 
for the sake of Benjamin!

This was beyond brotherly love; this flowed from an 
essential aspect of Judah’s persona.

Judah is the tribe from which all Jewish monarchy would 
flow throughout the ages. Kingship is about representing 
a people. In many ways, the monarch “forms” the people 
into a nation. In this respect, all citizens of that nation are 
absolutely equal and the monarch’s responsibility to and 
for each one of them is uniform. The very image of the 
king evokes this sense of kinship and equality among his 
people. He is them and they are him. It is the “assuming 
of responsibility” of a whole different kind.

Yes, we have our differences. And yes, they are important 
differences. But relative to this truth about us: that we are 
all the children of Jacob, the nation of Israel, and therefore 
inextricably bound up in each other, the divide is super-
ficial and therefore surmountable. May God grant us that 
we have the wisdom to understand this and the courage 
to act upon this truth of our volition and not when we are 
forced by some external source.

Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of 
righteous memory.

The members of the JCC Friendship Club met on Decem-
ber 28 and heard Rabbi Benny Kelman tell us the Orthodox 
version of Chanukah. We started the meeting with the Pledge 
of Allegiance and Ann Brillant said the blessing over the 
doughnuts provided by Morty Hofstein. Rabbi Kelman 
translated the blessing to mean, “You are great, Creator of 
the world, who creates food.” He then introduced his 5-and-
a-half-year-old-daughter, Eleanor, who joined us for this 
meeting. She was very charming and a little shy.

Rabbi Kelman told us about events leading to Chanukah. 
He said that Adam means “people,” humanity. He continued 
by saying that the Egyptians believed that the sun was the 
biggest God, that Abraham didn’t make himself and there must 
be someone higher. He told us that many countries invaded 
Israel before the time of the Chanukah Era. When the Greeks 
invaded a country they let the people live, but they had to 
become Greek so there were Turkish Greeks, Syrian Greeks, 
Egyptian Greeks and Persian Greeks. Rabbi Kelman said that 
some Jews became Greek, but some had chutzpah and were 
stiff-necked. They refused to become Greek and wanted to 
remain Jews. The story of the oil that burned for eight days is 
for children. The real miracle is that the Jews survived the war 
and saved their Jewish souls. He told about the Maccabees, who 
rebelled and survived. Rabbi Kelman passed out dreidels and 
gelt. We talked about the meaning of the letters on the sides of 
the dreidel, nun, gimmel, hay and shin. We spun the dreidels 
to see who would win if we played the game.

Rabbi Kelman played some Chanukah songs on his guitar. 
He sang “Qal Hanisim” in Hebrew and “Ocho Candelabra” 
in Spanish. He told us that Rosh Chodesh fell on December 

Room 8 teachers Melissa Hart, Megan Benjamin and 
Marley Vavra spearheaded the effort.

ECC class donates pajamas 

At right: Children in the Early 
Childhood Center’s Room 8 
class collected pajamas for 
Scholastic’s Great Bedtime 
Story Pajama Drive.

At left: More 
than 85 pairs of 
pajamas were 
collected.

30. He went on to say that there are different sides of people. 
They are animals and must learn to be good. The three sides 
of animal pleasures he described as: donkey, who does what 
he wants; ox, who destroys stuff by jealousy or anger; and 
dog, who is arrogant and does not want to be criticized. He 
said humble people are wonderful, but rare. He said a bar 
mitzvah should not be the end of Jewish education, but the 
beginning. One should learn by studying Torah. He ended 
by saying, “Am Yisrael chai.” the Jewish people live.

Sylvia Diamond
President
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From JNS.org
Israeli-Arab woman among 39 killed 
in Istanbul nightclub attack

Lian Zaher Hassan, a 19-year-old Israeli woman from 
the predominantly Arab city of Tira, was among the 39 
people killed in the New Year’s Eve shooting attack in an 
Istanbul nightclub. The Islamic State terror group claimed 
responsibility for the attack, saying through the Aamaq 
news agency, “In continuation of the blessed operations 
that Islamic State is conducting against the servant of the 
cross, Turkey, a heroic soldier of the caliphate struck the 
most famous nightclub where Christians were celebrating 
their pagan feast.” Israel’s Interior Ministry and the Israeli 
ZAKA volunteer emergency response group worked to 
return the Arab teenager’s remains to Israel for a proper 
burial. “ZAKA is an international humanitarian organiza-
tion that honors the dead, regardless of religion, race or 
gender,” ZAKA Chairman Yehuda Meshi-Zahav said in a 
statement. Hassan “was killed in a horrific attack and the 
state is duty-bound to lend its support and bring her body 
to Israel,” said Israeli Interior Minister Aryeh Deri.
Israel issues new policy against 
returning Hamas terrorists’ bodies

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israel’s diplomat-
ic-security cabinet ruled on Jan. 1 that the bodies of Hamas 
terrorists will no longer be returned to their families for 
burial. Instead, the bodies will be buried in a cemetery for 
enemy combatants. Under the new policy, the bodies could 
be exhumed and handed back for burial if Hamas proves 
willing to strike deals. The policy change came as a result 
of a meeting to formulate ways to pressure Hamas to return 
the dead bodies of two Israeli soldiers and two live citizens 
being held captive by the terrorist group. Staff Sgt. Oron Shaul 
and Lt. Hadar Goldin were killed in Gaza during Operation 
Protective Edge in 2014. Ethiopian Israeli Avera Mengistu 
and Bedouin Israeli Hisham al-Sayed, both suffering from 
mental health issues, crossed into Gaza willingly in 2014 and 
2015 and were captured by Hamas. “For two years and five 
months, nothing has been done to secure the return of Oron 
and Hadar. The prime minister is responsible for turning his 
words into actions,” the Goldin family said in a statement. 
The Shaul family similarly said, “As far as we’re concerned, 
nothing has changed and we’re waiting for the prime minister 
to show leadership and take action to bring Oron home.”

Israeli economy up 3.5 percent in ‘16
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The Israeli 

economy grew by 3.5 percent in 2016, exceeding the Bank 
of Israel’s original prediction of 2.8 percent growth, the 
central bank’s research department said. The bank’s data 
indicates that Israelis’ standard of living grew by 2.9 percent 
this year, that private consumption rose by 5.9 percent, 
and that per capita growth increased by 1.5 percent. The 
Bank of Israel had initially predicted 0.5 percent per capita 
growth in 2016. This year has also seen unemployment in 
Israel drop to a record low of 4.8 percent. 
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

The 2017 Campaign started in the fall and is off to a
rousing start - thanks to all of you who have already pledged!

Answer our call, talk to us and make a
personally meaningful pledge to the 2017 Annual Campaign

of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton.

500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850 • (607)724-2332 • www.jfgb.org

What will you be doing on January 8, 9 or 10?
Hopefully picking up the phone when our

Federation volunteers call to ask you for your 
very important pledge for the 2017 Campaign!

We are one community and your pledge
nourishes the roots that sustain us all.
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migration. “But today, Diaspora Jews are overwhelmingly 
free people, mostly employed and mostly urban. There are 
no more rural Jews, no more persecuted Jews in ghettos, and 
therefore the whole migration balance is totally different. 
Aliyah is voluntary and based on Israel’s capability to offer 
employment and a good life.”

Israel was largely built by Jews escaping persecution. 
In the 19th and 20th centuries, Russian pogroms, European 
antisemitism and Nazi persecution populated prestate 
and early Israel. The country’s Jewish ranks swelled with 
consecutive floods of Jews fleeing the Middle East from 
the 1950s, Ethiopia from the 1970s and the former Soviet 
Union countries from the 1990s.

In recent years, antisemitism in France and war in Ukraine 
have contributed to another uptick in aliyah, with Russian 
immigration hitting a 10-year high in 2016. But the broader 
trend since the early 1990s is downward. Aliyah from the 
former Soviet Union has largely run its course – after bringing 
almost a million immigrants to Israel – and overall numbers 
have reached lows only seen before in the 1980s, data from 
Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics shows.

Meanwhile, immigration to Israel from Western coun-

Israelis worked at the Pub Hub at Polly Bar in Tel Aviv in 
November. (Photo by Noi Arkobi)

tries – mostly Europe and the United States – has remained 
relatively steady. Therefore, new arrivals from the West 
now account for a much larger percentage of the total.

And apparently, Western Jews prefer big cities. Since 
1989, no Israel city has attracted more than 4 percent of 
new immigrants, with Tel Aviv – which is Israel’s second 
most populous city, after Jerusalem – getting just 3 percent. 
But in 2016, Tel Aviv was the destination for 12 percent of 
new immigrants. The next three most popular cities were 
Jerusalem (10 percent), Netanya (9 percent) and Haifa (8 
percent), according to the Ministry of Immigration.

In interviews with about a dozen people who had recently 
made aliyah to Tel Aviv or were considering it, the city’s 
startup scene and liberal, cosmopolitan lifestyle were cited 
as the biggest draws.

After a year in Jerusalem, Rubin and his wife, Talia, 23, 
moved to Tel Aviv. They loved Jerusalem, Rubin said, and 
the modern Orthodox community in the capital. But only 
in Tel Aviv could he launch The Pub Hub, his startup that 
turns bars into co-working spaces during the day. He opened 
the first location in November on Rothschild Boulevard, 
considered the city’s most happening thoroughfare. “The 

Tel Aviv Continued from page 1

vibe here – the energy and the opportunities – you just 
can’t find anywhere else,” he said.

Israel weathered the global recession better than most 
countries, and Tel Aviv is its financial and business center. 
The Israeli economy has grown by an average of nearly 4 
percent annually over the past 13 years, and unemployment 
has fallen almost to 5 percent.

Much credit goes to Israel’s startups. According to Tel Aviv’s 
municipal government, the city is home to about 1,450 of the 
country’s 5,000 early-stage companies, which is more than one 
startup for every 300 residents – the highest ratio of any city in 
the world. Many of those startups look to reach the international 
market, providing plenty of jobs for native English speakers.

Groups that seek to attract young people to Israel have rec-
ognized the opportunity. Birthright Israel, which brings young 
Jews to visit the country free of charge, started an entrepreneur-
ship program this year in Tel Aviv called Excel Ventures. And 
Nefesh B’Nefesh, the aliyah services provider, is opening a new 
office in the city in January to cater to the growing number of 
American, Canadian and British immigrants.

What those interviewed seemed to most appreciate was 
Tel Aviv’s lifestyle – the cafes, the nightlife and the beaches, 
plus the prevalence of English speakers. Tel Aviv boasts 1,748 
cafes, bars and nightclubs – one for every 230 residents – along 
with some 1,500 restaurants, according to the municipality.

Uri Gafni, an official for Birthright’s Excel, summed up 
the sentiment. “Tel Aviv embodies many of the things these 
young professionals are looking for when they come to Israel 
– they want the nightlife and the bars and the beach, and this 
delicate balance between lifestyle and work in an environment 
that is liberal and open to a variety of people from all over the 
world,” he said. “I think it’s easier for secular Jews around 
the world to relate to Tel Aviv than to Jerusalem. It’s much 
sexier for Jews to hang out in Tel Aviv, where they can finish 
the day and go drink a beer on Rothschild.”

Although Tel Aviv is said to attract a secular crowd, a 
growing number of Orthodox Jews like Rubin are coming to 
the city, according to Nefesh B’Nefesh officials. Seventeen 
percent of the immigrants they helped make aliyah in the 
past two years were Orthodox, the agency’s numbers show 
– similar to the community’s representation in all of Israel.

The Tel Aviv municipality has made quality-of-life invest-
ments in recent years, such as introducing bike sharing, reno-
vating the central Dizengoff Square to make it more pedestrian 
friendly and creating open-air markets. At the same time, it has 
branded Tel Aviv as a “world city,” perhaps most effectively 
with Pride Week, which attracted more than 200,000 revelers 
and a handful of American celebrities this year.

A downside of all this choice, from an aliyah perspec-
tive, is that people can also choose to leave. According to 
DellaPergola, many immigrants to Tel Aviv return to their 
home countries at some point, or to move back and forth. 
Even those who build a life in Israel often get priced out 
of the city, where already high housing prices leaped 13 
percent this summer from a year earlier. The internal mi-
gration rate from Tel Aviv to other parts of the country is 
among the highest of any city in Israel, said DellaPergola.

The good news, he said, is those who leave are replaced 
by a new generation eager for its turn at life in the big city.

From JNS.org
Jewish umbrella group calls for 
canceling Paris peace conference

The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jew-
ish Organizations is calling on French President Francois 
Hollande to cancel or postpone the upcoming Paris Middle 
East peace conference, saying it is “ill-conceived, poorly 
timed and damaging to prospects for peace.” The Jewish 
umbrella organization representing 50 member groups 
also urged President Barack Obama not to participate in 
the Jan. 15 conference in the French capital, which Israeli 
officials will not attend. Stephen M. Greenberg, chairman, 
and Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice chairman and CEO 
of the Conference of Presidents, said in a statement that 
“it makes no sense” to hold such a conference when the 
incoming Donald Trump administration will not be there 
to discuss “an essential component of U.S. foreign policy 
with which it will be engaged.” 
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