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Temple Israel is planning a group trip to 
Israel for fall 2019 or early winter 2020. An 
interest meeting was held on December 9 
at Temple Israel. A second meeting will be 
held on Sunday, January 13, from 4-5 pm, 
and a third meeting on Sunday, February 
10, from 4-5 pm. All interested members of 

Beth David Synagogue will hold its first 
Saturday luncheon of 2019 on January 12. 
The speaker will be Charlie Manasse. Having 
recently vacationed in America’s Southwest, 
Manasse will describe his journey, focusing 
on the Jewish elements he discovered while 
in that region of the United States. Among 
his topics will be an introduction to how the 
Spanish and Portuguese Inquisitions led to 
Jews booking passage on ships bound for 
the west coast of North America.

“Instead of a scholarly docu-presentation,” 
Manasse said, “I plan to offer a talk that will 
be both informative and entertaining. After 
all, how many people can talk about meeting 
in San Juan Pueblo a Brooklyn-born Jewish 
man who speaks fluent Navajo and Hopi, and 
who is now chief judge of the Tribal Court 
of San Juan Pueblo, Navajo Reservation, 
New Mexico?” Manasse will also talk about 
attending Shabbat morning services in Albu-

On Sunday, January 13, from 
11 am-1 pm, Rabbi Rachel Es-
serman will review three books 
at the annual Temple Concord 
Sisterhood book review, at 
Temple Concord, 9 Riverside 
Dr., Binghamton. The snow 
date is Sunday, January 20. The 
program is open to the public. 
Brunch will be served at a cost 
of $3 per person. Reservations 
must be made by Sunday, Janu-
ary 6, to Lani Dunthorn at lani.
dunthorn@yahoo.com, 238-
1102 or 348-4099.

The books to be reviewed are “The 
Ruined House” by Israeli novelist Ruby 
Namdar, “Heretics” by Leonardo Padura 
and “You’ll Miss Me when I’m Gone” by 
Rachel Lynn Solomon.

Esserman said, “I am once again look-
ing forward to the Sisterhood book review. 
The first two novels will be challenging 
literary works, one of which is translated 
from Hebrew and the other from Span-
ish. For the first time, I’m reviewing a 
young adult novel, but the dilemma these 
young Jewish women find themselves in 
is anything but simple. The Sisterhood 
book review is one of my favorite events 
of the year and I can’t wait to read these 
intriguing novels.”

Namdar’s “The Ruined House” won 
the Sapir Prize, Israel’s highest literary 
award. There was controversy over the win 
because Namdar does not live in Israel.  A 
rule was passed saying all winners must 

Temple Israel planning trip to Israel
the Jewish community are welcome.

Under consideration is the 11-day Jewish 
Heritage Journey to Israel run by American 
Israel Tours, which is geared for active 
adults. The trip includes two nights in Tel 
Aviv, two nights at Kibbutz Lavi Hotel Gal-
ilee and five nights in Jerusalem. Complete 

land packages start at $1,875, hotel options 
vary. Flights are not included, but the group 
will try to get a group rate and can arrange 
for transportation to Newark airport.

Organizers say, “It will be a life-changing 
trip. Please join us on January 13 at Temple 
Israel to learn about the trip.”

More information can be found on the  
American Israel Tours website, www.
americaisraeltours.com/jewish-tours-is-
rael/new-jewish-heritage/, or by calling 
877-248-8687. Other questions can be 
directed to Rabbi Geoffrey Brown at 
Temple Israel.

Rabbi Rachel 
Esserman

Charlie Manasse

BD Jan. 12 luncheon talk on “A Jewish 
Perspective on America’s Southwest”

querque, NM, and his contact with the Jewish 
population at the synagogue.

Manasse’s parents fled Nazi Germany 
in 1938 to come to the United States. A few 
years later, they bought a farm near Greene, 
NY. “My parents,” said Manasse, “were 
one of the cattle dealer families described 
by Professor Rhonda Levine in her book, 
‘Class, Networks and Identity: Replanting 
Jewish Lives from Nazi Germany to Rural 
New York.’” Born in Greene, Manasse later 
moved to Whitney Point. He graduated with 
a degree in economics from the Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania. 
He subsequently returned to be part of the 
family cattle business. He was in the auction 
business and was the owner of the Whitney 
Point Livestock Auction. Manasse was a 
professional automobile auctioneer for 30 
years, working from Buffalo to Boston. As 
a member of the NYS Auctioneer’s Associ-

ation, he served on its board and 
as president. He was also inducted 
into the NYS Auctioneer’s Hall 
of Fame.

Manasse’s governmental posi-
tions include having served as su-
pervisor of the town of Barker for 
six years (at that time, the youngest 
in New York state) and his current 
position as the supervisor of the 
town of Triangle.

He serves as first vice presi-
dent of Beth David Synagogue, 
is on the Executive Board of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton 
and is house chairman of Beth David and 
the Jewish Community Center.

“Those of us who have had the pleasure 
of hearing Charlie speak know first-hand 
what a talented raconteur he is,” organizers 
said. “We are sure his talk will be infor-

mative, fascinating and most 
certainly entertaining.”

Beth David’s luncheon speak-
er series takes place the second 
Saturday of the month, after 
Shabbat morning services, and is 
open to the community. There is 
no charge for the luncheon, how-
ever, Beth David welcomes do-
nations to the Luncheon Fund in 
order to keep the program going. 
Donations can be made in honor 
of or in memory of someone, or 
to mark a special occasion. Those 

wishing an acknowledgment to be sent to 
the person being honored or to the family 
of someone being remembered can indicate 
that, along with the necessary information. 
Donations may be sent to Beth David Syn-
agogue, 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 
13905, Attention: Luncheon Fund.

TC Sisterhood annual book review on Jan. 13
now live in Israel. The New 
York Times called the book “a 
masterpiece,” although not all 
reviewers agreed. It tells the 
story of Andrew P. Cohen, a 
professor of comparative culture 
at New York University, who is 
at the zenith of his life, but the 
manicured surface of his world 
begins to crack when he is vis-
ited by a series of strange and 
inexplicable visions involving 
an ancient religious ritual that 
will upend his comfortable life. 
This literary novel includes 

pages borrowed from the Talmud as the 
author explores ideas about ancient Israel.

Padura’s “Heretics” has been called “a 
sweeping novel of art theft, antisemitism, 

contemporary Cuba and crime.” The plot 
looks at what happened to a Jewish family 
escaping Europe with a valuable Rem-
brandt. The painting disappears, but 70 
years later is put up for auction. The novel 
travels from the tenements and beaches of 
Cuba to Rembrandt’s studio in 17th-century 
Amsterdam, telling the story of people 
forced to choose between the tenets of their 
faith and the realities of the world, between 
their personal desires and the demands of 
their times.

Solomon’s “You’ll Miss Me when I’m 
Gone” is a young adult novel about young 
twin Jewish women who are tested for a 
genetic illness. One tests negative, while 
the other tests positive. The novel explores 
their relationship as they deal with the idea 
that one of them will die young.

Esserman is the executive editor and 
book reviewer for The Reporter Group. Her 
editorials and reviews have won awards 
from the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Syracuse Press Club. She won a 
second place 2017 Syracuse Press Award for 
her column titled “Privileged Advise.” She 
serves as the Jewish chaplain for Broome 
Development Disabilities Service Office. 
Her work has been published in “The 
Women’s Torah Commentary” and “The 
Women’s Haftarah Commentary” (both 
by Jewish Lights Publishing). She also 
has had a book of poetry, “I Stand By The 
River,” published by Keshet Press of Temple 
Concord. A Reconstructionist rabbi who 
says her first love is teaching, she sees her 
position on The Reporter as an opportunity 
to educate the public about Judaism.

Soviet immigration has become salvation 
of Germany’s Jews

By Cnaan Liphshiz
MUNICH (JTA) – Weeks after they 

emigrated from Russia and moved to Ger-
many, the Nedlin family sought to join the 
local Jewish community. Registering for 
membership in a Jewish community – a 
practice common in European countries – 
was a significant step for the Nedlins, who 
before emigrating in 1992 had grown up in 
the Soviet Union. There they were forced 
to hide or downplay their Jewish identity 

due to state antisemitism and discrimination 
against religion.

But the local community didn’t re-
ciprocate the family’s desire for contact. 
“At first they told us we can’t join,” Anna 
Nedlin, who was 5 at the time, recalled in 
an interview with JTA. “They didn’t want 
anything to do with us.” But at her parents’ 
insistence, “they sent our documents to 
Frankfurt to check if we’re really Jewish.”

The experience of the Nedlins, who 

eventually were allowed to join the syn-
agogue, was a typical account of many of 
the 170,000 Russian speakers who immi-
grated to Germany following the collapse 
of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s. The 
newcomers faced a rift with the 30,000 
“postwar” Jews whom many expected to 
welcome them to Germany.

The split has had what many say is a 
deep, lasting and polarizing effect on a 
See “Soviet” on page 6
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By Jonathan S. Tobin
(JNS) – You may never have stumbled across Marc 

Lamont Hill while watching CNN. Hill is a professor of 
media studies and urban education at Temple Univer-
sity in Philadelphia. But the telegenic academic touts 
himself as “one of the leading intellectual voices of the 
hip-hop generation,” has hosted shows on the BET and 
VH1 channels, and has appeared as one of the many 
left-of-center talking heads on the more mainstream 
CNN. There he has spoken up against racism and often 
alleges that blacks are being targeted by police on the 
streets of American cities.

But in a demonstration of how intersectional ideology 
works, he was at the United Nations recently giving a speech 
at a ceremony that marks the anniversary of the passage 
of U.N. Resolution 181 in November 1947 that called for 
the partition of the former British Mandate for Palestine 
into Jewish and Arab states. It was not a celebration of 
the creation of the state of Israel or even one advocating 
a two-state solution. Instead, it is the U.N.’s International 
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. At this an-
nual event, the rebirth of Jewish sovereignty in the Jews’ 
historic homeland is lamented as a crime that resulted in 
the Palestinian nakba, or “disaster,” and an excuse for 
hours of attacks on Zionism and the Jews.

At this year’s edition, Hill gave a speech in which he 
justified and endorsed Palestinian violence against Israel 
and Jews; analogized the Palestinian war against Israel’s 
existence with the struggle for civil rights in the United 
States; called for the implementation of the “right of return,” 
which would allow millions of descendants of the 1948 
Arab refugees into Israel, and thus end its existence as a 
Jewish state; and issued a ringing endorsement of “a free 
Palestine from the river to the sea,” an echo of the rheto-
ric of Hamas and other terror groups who will accept no 
solution to the conflict except one in which Israel is erased.

If that wasn’t enough, Hill even joked that he was 
thirsty because he had just flown back to New York from 
“Palestine,” and that he had refused to drink “Israeli water” 
on the trip.

The main point about Hill’s diatribe wasn’t that his posi-

How not to normalize antisemitism
tion was antithetical to any notion of peace, except perhaps 
the peace of the grave for Israeli Jews. Nor is it unusual 
for such sentiments to be uttered at the United Nations.

The interesting question posed by Hill’s speech was 
whether the network that is currently promoting program-
ming detailing “America’s state of hate,” as well as features 
about the rising tide of antisemitism in Europe based on a 
new poll illustrating how widespread anti-Jewish beliefs 
are on the continent, thought there was nothing wrong 
with providing a mainstream media perch to someone who 
promoted antisemitism.

But whether you love the network or hate it, CNN did 
the right thing. On November 29, the network announced 
that it had severed ties with him, and that he was no longer 
under contract with it as a paid commentator.

CNN can expect to be deluged with accusations of rac-
ism and antisemites on the left, and the right will almost 
certainly now claim this incident is proof that Jews and 
Zionists control the media. Yet what was at stake in this 
controversy wasn’t so much the career of one person as it 
was the principle of whether the hatred of Jews is the sort 
of thing that we must agree to disagree about.

Now that CNN has cleaned house, it has (whether it 
realized the implications of what it was doing or not) set a 
standard that others need to emulate with respect to those 
who spout the same propaganda as Hill. That’s true of 
members of Congress who support antisemitic BDS cam-
paigns and oppose Israel’s existence, including freshmen 
members of Congress like House Reps. Ilhan Omar and 
Rashida Tlaib. And it’s also the case with other academics 
or activists who are in the same camp, such as the leaders 
of the Women’s March that spearheads resistance to U.S. 
President Donald Trump, and which, like Hill, has ties to 
Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan. It’s no longer pos-
sible to pretend that you can ally yourself with antisemites 
without being tainted by their hate.

We needn’t waste much time answering anyone who 
claims that those who wish to destroy Israel are not ex-
pressing antisemitism. Suffice it to say that if you think 
even one Jewish state on the planet is one too many and 
are willing to deny to Jews that which you wouldn’t think 

of denying to any other people – the right to live in peace 
and security with the need for self-defense in their own 
homeland – then you’re practicing discrimination. And 
such bias against Jews is called antisemitism. Indeed, 
Hill’s speech proves that anti-Zionism is indistinguishable 
from Jew-hatred.

Nor do we need to take seriously Hill’s disingenuous 
defense that he is really pro-peace. A speech that called 
for Israel’s elimination via the right of return and which 
defended Palestinian violence as justified and comparable 
to the efforts of the U.S. civil-rights movement (he also 
derided those who think that the movement succeeded 
because of its embrace of the nonviolent doctrines of 
Mahatma Gandhi or Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.) cannot be 
confused for advocacy for peace. Despite Hill’s claims to 
the contrary, to speak of establishing a Palestine “from the 
river to the sea” is nothing short of support for genocide 
since neither the Fatah-run Palestinian Authority nor Hamas 
believes that Jews should remain inside a Palestinian state 
in their nightmarish vision of the future.

That is why it was appropriate for decent people to ask 
that Hill no longer be given the sort of platform that CNN 
provides to its in-house pundits.

While Temple University donors should protest his 
position there, they shouldn’t expect to succeed. Hill was 
lured to the university with a tenured position and, in today’s 
bizarre academic environment, such radicals are viewed as 
rock stars who burnish a school’s reputation, rather than 
tarnish it. Nor are his views different from many of those 
employed on North America campuses teaching Middle 
East studies.

Yet after the stand that CNN has taken, it’s impossible 
to deny that Hill’s continued presence on other media out-
lets, as well as at a position of trust at a major university, 
normalizes hate and sends a message that antisemitism 
is considered acceptable behavior in what elites consider 
polite society. Those who fail to disassociate from Hill and 
others who share his noxious beliefs must be branded as 
hypocritical liars if they claim to oppose hate.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor-in-chief of JNS – Jewish News 
Syndicate. Follow him on Twitter at @jonathans_tobin.

By Liel Asulin
(CAMERA via JNS) – November 30 is a day meant to 

commemorate the story of the approximately 850,000 Jews 
who were forced to flee anti-Jewish persecution across the 
Arab world in the 20th century. Every year on this day, I 
have an opportunity to reflect on my own family’s story 
of exodus, and every year I find it gives me new insights 
into the story of Israel and the Jewish people.

Last month, I had a conversation with a member of 
the Jewish “anti-occupation” camp. In the course of our 
discussion, my co-conversationalist said that he prefers 
not to base his understanding of the world in fear. This 
quip took me by surprise, but it seemed to provide the 
basis for many of his political positions. To provide some 
context, we were discussing the Israeli security fence – each 
looking for the inconsistencies in the other’s argument. He 
attempted to connect my support for Israel’s barrier with 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s plan for a wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. I protested, citing the reduction in the 
number of attacks from the West Bank since the barrier was 
constructed. He yielded, saying, “I can’t argue with that.”

I might have smirked, satisfied that I had bested my 
opponent with an argument grounded in fact. Then he said 
it. “I just prefer not to base my understanding of the world 
in fear.” While the conversation itself focused on the issue 
of border security, I sensed that he meant also to suggest 
that Israel’s creation may have been a product of fear.

Having reached an impasse, the conversation ended, but 
that sentence lingered in my ears and began to replace my 
self-satisfaction with self-doubt. I began to wrestle with a 
question: Is my support for Israel borne out of fear?

To answer that, I looked to my grandparents – refugees 
whose stories have always served as a source of inspiration 
for my own exploration of Israel and Judaism.

Fear, love and the Jewish refugee
My grandparents, Savta Chana and Sabba Moshe, were 

born in Tinghir, Morocco, some time in the early 1930s. 
No one is quite sure of the date because there is no record 
of their birth, so we celebrate their birthdays on December 
31, certain that the actual date must have occurred some-
time in the last year. Tinghir itself is a small village at the 
base of the High Atlas Mountains comprised largely of 
the Amazigh people, more commonly known as Berber.

In the early 20th century, Morocco was seen as a 
relatively safe place to be Jewish, thanks in large part 
to King Mohammad V, who famously responded to the 
Vichy government’s demand to list all of the country’s 
Jews by saying, “We have no Jews in Morocco, only 
Moroccan citizens.”

However, Jews lived as second-class citizens, or dhimmi 
in Morocco, subject to taxes and other restrictions on their 
daily lives. In the two decades that followed the creation 
of the state of Israel, Morocco, along with the rest of the 
Arab world was virtually emptied of its Jewish citizens.

My own family suffered the consequences of being 
Jewish in the Arab world both before and after the cre-
ation of Israel. I heard stories growing up of occasional 
riots targeting the Jewish mellah, a walled Jewish quar-
ter akin to a European ghetto. The men of the family 
would, after hiding their wives and children indoors for 
protection, be forced to stand outside and fight for their 
lives. In one such instance, sometime before Israel’s 
creation, my great-grandfather was lynched by an angry 
mob, leaving my grandfather, a boy of 4 or 5 years old, 
without a father.

Yet based on conversations I’ve had with my family, I 
am certain it was not fear that drove our flight from Mo-
rocco, but rather a radical love for and devotion to the land 
of Israel, instilled in them generation after generation for 

thousands of years until finally, they returned home. To 
be sure, thousands of the Middle East’s Jewish refugees 
were forced to leave their homes behind – motivated by 
threats to their personal safety – but in searching for a new 
home, most chose Israel because of this love and devotion.

It seems, in our time, there is great reason for a Jewish 
person to be fearful. A mass shooting at a synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, neo-Nazi march in Charlottesville and a Labour 
Party leader in the United Kingdom whose public words 
and actions have left 40 percent of the country’s Jews 
considering emigration.

Even in Israel, citizens must endure threats from hostile 
Iranian tyrants with the proxies in Lebanon and the Gaza 
Strip armed well enough to back up their rhetoric. Israel 
is a young country whose citizens have endured the pain 
of loss since its creation. The scars of war and intifadas, 
kidnappings, stabbings and car-rammings are etched deep 
in every Israeli’s psyche. The further back in our history 
you look, the more you realize that this has historically 
been the price Jews have paid for their membership in this 
ethno-religious group.

It is in this context that I often wonder what possessed 
my family to remain Jewish through the years. In hostile 
lands, facing threats to their lives and more commonly the 
burden of their faith, it would have been easier to turn their 
eyes away from Zion. It is because they did not succumb 
to this fear that I can answer confidently that Israel is not 
a trepidatious project of self-ghettoization, as the person 
with whom I spoke may have suggested.

It is instead an expression of an enduring love that 
has survived a millennium built by Jewish refugees from 
across the world.

Liel Asulin is a writer and educator. He is currently a 
campus coordinator at CAMERA.
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On Tuesday, January 8, from 12-3 pm, Temple Israel 
Sisterhood will host a card and game afternoon in the 
synagogue’s social hall.

The cost of admission to the event is $5, which includes 

On Wednesday, January 9, from 1-3 pm, the meeting 
of the Beth David Sisterhood will be held at the George 
F. Johnson Memorial Library in Endicott. The topic will 
be social media safety.

Organizers said, “Anyone who regularly pays attention 
to the news is aware that keeping one’s identity safe on 
social media is a major concern. Today, there are too many 
people who will abuse the information they obtain through 
the ignorance of those who innocently allow their personal 
information to be easily obtained.”

Kenneth Roman will present the program in the upstairs 

Social media safety topic of BD Sisterhood 
meeting on Jan. 9

Tech Center. He will guide the group through secure ways to get 
the most out of social media. Refreshments will be provided.

If the weather forces a cancellation, the meeting 

will be rescheduled in February.
RSVP to Marlene Serkin at 729-3235 or mserkin@

stny.rr.com.

TI Sisterhood game afternoon
a light lunch and one entry into a raffle drawing. Advance 
reservations are requested and should be phoned in to 
Tammy Kunsman in the temple office at 723-7461 by 
Wednesday, January 2.

After school science enrichment at Hillel Academy

Binghamton University  student volunteer Andrew Rapiejko 
(at right) with (l-r) Shterni Chein, Meyer Knapp, Moussia 
Slonim and Micah Yarkoni during after-school science 
enrichment. (Photos by Gina Santiago)

L-r: Mika Friedman, Thea Yarkoni, Shira Green and 
Mushky Chein worked on a science project with BU student 
volunteer Jake Wu (not pictured).

Mark Stephens (at right), head of the POP program and 
instructional support specialist at BU, worked with (l-r) 
Eli Green, Berke Chein, Shai Yarkoni and Shmulik Slonim.

Student volunteer Yaroslav Moshchenko (far left) worked 
with (l-r) Grace Donahue (partially hidden), Phillip Foster, 
Zelda Slonim and Uri Einav.

Student volunteer Andrew Rapiejko (second from right) 
worked with (l-r) Eli Green, Shmulik Slonim, Isaac 
Sambursky, Berke Chein and Aaron Sambursky.

Student volunteers Jeffrey Bodek and Austin Crofoot (facing 
camera) worked with (l-r) Eleanor Kellman, Thea Yarkoni, 
Mika Friedman, Shira Green and Mushky Chein.

Another year of the Technion 
transforming Israel and the world

Q u a n t u m  m e t a m -
aterials, a new scientific 
f ield developed at 
the Technion, could 
y ie ld  unbreakable 
encryptions, quantum 
information computer 
chips and more. (Photo 
courtesy of Technion)

By Jennifer Frey
As the year comes to a close, the Technion is said 

to have again powered transformational breakthroughs, 
milestones and innovations that are advancing Israel and 
changing lives throughout the world. This list of highlights 
from 2018, while not comprehensive, offers a glimpse of 
the Technion’s global impact.

1. An interdisciplinary team collaborated to develop 
quantum metamaterials, a new scientific field, proving 
that man-made nano-materials can generate and control 
quantum light. This discovery could yield unbreakable en-
cryptions, quantum information computer chips and more.

2. On the (very slightly) larger side of the small scale, a 
team of Technion chemists, mathematicians and physicists 
discovered a better way for nano-robots to travel in human 
bodies, where they can perform “seemingly impossible” 
tasks, like delivering drugs directly to a small area. Previ-
ous researchers had long thought nano-robots should be 
shaped like a helix – like bacteria – but the Technion team 
found that robots would be more efficient shaped like an 
arc with twisted ends.

3. Mechanical Engineering Distinguished Professor 
See “Technion” on page 11

If you are the owner or manager of a business,
The Reporter has a unique advertising opportunity for 

you! BUSINESS PROFILES, the highlight of our 
January 11 issue, will feature an advertising section 
of display ads in a variety of sizes to suit your copy. 
Plus, for all ads over 4 col. inches, we will include a 

FREE mini feature using the information you provide.

Business
Profiles

Published by the Jewish    Federation of Greater Binghamton

Advertise in the next

January 11 issue
Ad Deadline: January 3

To advertise, contact Bonnie Rozen
at 724-2360, ext. 244 or

bonnie@thereportergroup.org

(607) 444-3041

Experience
euPAWria

Your local holistic pet center

Owned and operated by Brett and Abbi Foreman

Second location - 301 Main Street, Vestal 
Original location - 1114 State Route 434, Owego 

The area's best selection of frozen and freeze-dried
raw dog and cat food... providing healthy foods, treats
(even some kosher) and supplements for local pets
since 2013. Your home for Holistic Health Extension,
a NY product made with love for dogs and cats. 

10% off with this ad 

We have a place set 
just for you...
and your ad!

For information, contact 
Bonnie Rozen at 724-2360, 

ext. 244 or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org. 

Upcoming Dine Out 
issues:

• April 8 (deadline 
March 31) 
• May 6 (deadline 

Published by the Jewish    Federation of Greater Binghamton

www.womensobgyn.info

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's only Optifast program
 including Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Women’s OB/GYN Associates

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

Dr. Carol Miller 
Karen Castoro FNP • Melodye Onysko ANP/CNM

Heather Nannery FNP

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates

401 Main St., 1st Flr., Johnson City, NY 13790

It has been my pleasure to take
care of my patients for the last six years.

However, my last day in the oce at
Women’s OB/GYN will be

Friday, November 30, 2018.
I have taken a new position in the area in a non-of-

fice based job that will allow me to spend more 
time with my family. In order to ensure a seamless 

transition, Dr. Carol Miller and her nurse practi-
tioners are happy to assume your care.

If you are pregnant and are currently scheduled for 
OB care, your OB appointments will be

transferred automatically to Dr. Carol Miller’s 
schedule e�ective Monday, December 3, 2018.

Should you have any questions regarding this 
transition, please feel free to call the o	ce at 

607.754.9870

PATIENTS of Dr. Marianne Davis
at Women’s OB/GYN Associates

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr. • Johnson City, NY 13790
607.754.9870 • www.womensobgynassociates.com
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See “Bible” on page 8

Robert Alter in his natural habitat, the home 
office where he does most of his translating. 
(Photo by David A.M. Wilensky)

By David A.M. Wilensky
SAN FRANCISCO (J. The Jewish 

News of Northern California via JTA) – 
“When God began to create heaven and 
earth, and the earth then was welter and 
waste and darkness over the deep and 
God’s breath hovering over the waters, 
God said, ‘Let there be light.’ And there 
was light.” So begins a monumental new 
literary translation of the Hebrew Bible 
by University of California Berkeley 
scholar Robert Alter. Yes, “welter and 
waste” – more on that later.

Most full translations of the Bible are 
done by teams of translators. Alter is the 
first person to complete a major English-lan-
guage translation of the entire Hebrew Bible 
on his own. He began, aptly, with Genesis, 
published in 1997. Since then, in fits and 
starts, he has translated several more books 
of the Bible. And earlier in December, his 
full three-volume translation dropped, 
representing decades of work.

Robert Alter completes his monumental 
translation of the Hebrew Bible

“Alter’s versions are not destined to 
replace the King James Version; they are 
meant to strip away its familiarity, to help 
us see the biblical text more closely and 
accurately,” wrote the poetry and literary 
critic Adam Kirsch.

The results have been widely admired, 
but also widely debated. The late novelist 
John Updike was not a fan, writing in The 
New Yorker that in trying “to achieve abso-
lute fidelity” to the original Hebrew, Alter 
“settles on rather odd English.”

But another novelist, Cynthia Ozick, 
loved his translation of the Five Books of 
Moses. “The poets will rejoice,” she wrote. 
“Alter’s language ascends to a rare purity 
through a plainness that equals the plainness 
of the Hebrew.”

Ron Hendel, a professor of Hebrew 
Bible and Jewish Studies at UC Berke-
ley who was the chief editor of “The 
Hebrew Bible: A Critical Edition,” was 
praiseworthy, too. Alter’s is “the best 
translation of the Bible into English 
ever made,” said Hendel, who has taught 
courses with Alter. “And to do it as one 
person is an amazing achievement.”

Alter, 83, went to what he calls “a 
typical Hebrew school” at a Conservative 
synagogue in Albany, NY. By the time of 
his bar mitzvah, he was hardly a prodigy. 
“I could read the Hebrew alphabet, knew 
about 35 words and I could do my haftar-
ah,” he said. “After that, I was about to 
ditch it entirely.”

But two Conservative synagogues in the 
area got together for a more advanced class. 
“I was a competitive guy, so I made a big 

effort. It was serious instruction,” Alter told 
J. in an interview at his Berkeley Hills home, 
where he works in a small “crow’s nest” 
office with a sweeping view of Berkeley, 
the Bay and San Francisco.

While an undergraduate at Columbia 
University, he continued studying Hebrew 
at the Conservative movement’s Jewish 
Theological Seminary, just up the street. 
And there he had a notion. “It was the cra-
zy kind of thing you do when you’re 18: I 

Above, left and right: The cover art on each volume of the box set is from a series of 
tapestries featuring abstracted Hebrew letters by Israeli artist Mordecai Aron. (Courtesy 
of W.W. Norton and Company)

decided I would achieve a complete mastery 
of the Hebrew language,” Alter said. “So I 
took a Hebrew dictionary, and I decided I 
was going to commit it to memory.”

That went on for a little while, but as it 
turns out, there are a lot of words that begin 
with aleph. “I would write down every word 
I didn’t know, no matter how obscure, on 
flash cards, and I would study them,” he 
said. Alter traveled to the Bronx every day 
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was December 4, 2018. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Bone Creek
 Farm, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is December
 4, 2018. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 231 Shaver Hill Road,
 Deposit, NY 13754.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Lucky 516, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 

of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The Sec-
retary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company, to 
the LLC, 23 Overlook Avenue, Cliff-
side Park, NJ 07010. The purpose of 
the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________
 
Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Minaxi Patel Family Company, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 11/2/18. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Junk-N-
 Java LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is December
 3, 2018. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 136 East Service Road, 
 Suite 301, Binghamton, NY
 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: 2 Lane Xpress, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
December 10, 2018. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Lucky 516, LLC, 516 Hooper Road, 
Endwell, NY 13760. The purpose of 
the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Brink Street, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
December 11, 2018. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Richard D. Lang, 430 Broome 
Corporate Parkway, Conklin, NY 
13870. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Sayarot, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/02/18.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
22 Grand Blvd., Apt. 2L, Binghamton, 
NY 13905.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Michelle
 Irene, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is December
 4, 2018. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is

 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him
 or her is: 1199 Cornell Avenue,
 Binghamton, NY 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: 2353 Triphammer, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was December 18, 2018. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ronald 
L. Greene, Esq., 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________
 
Notice of Formation of 1016 Vestal 
Parkway Land, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/10/18.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 48 Harrison St., Johnson 
City, NY 13790.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________
 
Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Hamburg, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/5/18. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER  NEW YORK LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is SSE3, LLC

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 13, 2018. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her is:
 PO Box 5721, Endicott, NY
 13763.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of LGT Plaza 
Drive, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/01/18.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 450 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY 
13850.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
 
Notice of Formation of Broken Arrow 
Farms, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/01/18.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 109 East Cherry Rd., 
Quakertown, PA 18951.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability compa-
ny is: 45 Pumphouse Rd LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of the 
Application of Authority of the Com-
pany with the Secretary of State was 
November 6, 2018. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
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Community Calendar
The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.”Updates or additions of 
events for the calendar can be made by contacting the 
Federation through its website (click on “calendar” and 
then “click here to request a change to the calendar”) 
or by calling 724-2332.

To our readers...

I want to remind you to let our advertisers know that you saw their ad here in THE REPORTER! It is so important 

to remember when you go to get your hair done or buy something at their store or use their services that you say 

I SAW YOUR AD IN THE REPORTER! They want to know.

      Thank you,

      Bonnie Rozen, Advertising Executive

• determine the best weeks for your ar�cles to appear in
 the paper to a�ract the most a�en�on
• the deadlines for ar�cles to get into any given issue of
 the paper
• the e-mail address to send the ar�cle to
• how to write your ar�cles (the first rule of journalism or
 PR: tell people who, what, when, where and why!)

Get the word out!
Does your organiza�on have an event coming up you want 
the community to a�end? Then get the word out through 
The Reporter! If you’re new to PR and aren’t sure how to
publicize your event, The Reporter editors are ready, willing 
and happy to help you:

Feel free to contact The Reporter at 724-2360 or 
Treporter@aol.com – the sooner the be�er!
(Use the subject line “Reporter ar�cle help” if e-mailing.)  

• determine the best weeks for your ar�cles to
 appear in the paper to a�ract the most a�en�on
• the deadlines for ar�cles to get into any given
 issue of the paper
• the e-mail address to send the ar�cle to
• how to write your ar�cles (the first rule of
 journalism or PR: tell people who, what, when,
 where and why!)

Get the word out!
Does your organiza�on have an event coming up you 
want the community to a�end? Then get the word 
out through The Reporter! If you’re new to PR and 
aren’t sure how to publicize your event, The Reporter 
editors are ready, willing and happy to help you:

Feel free to contact The Reporter at 724-2360 or 
Treporter@aol.com – the sooner the be�er!
(Use the subject line “Reporter ar�cle help”
if e-mailing.)  
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By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – The advance copies of Deborah 

Lipstadt’s new book, “Antisemitism Here and Now,” display 
a cover photo of a white supremacist carrying a tiki torch.

But that iconic image of the August 2017 white power 
rally in Charlottesville, VA, could now be replaced by 
another one: Police tape cordoning off the Tree of Life 
Congregation in Pittsburgh. Or perhaps the row of cut-out 
stars displaying the names of that massacre’s 11 victims.

“Antisemitism,” written earlier this year and due out in 
February, offers a concise and comprehensive overview of 
the various forms of Jew-hatred that have reappeared or 
intensified during the past few years. And before Pittsburgh, 
there already was plenty to write about: antisemitic attacks in 
Europe; the “alt-right” in the U.S.; the persistence of Holo-
caust revisionism and denial; whether and when criticism of 
Israel qualifies as antisemitic; and of course Charlottesville.

Then the shooting happened. For Lipstadt, the Holo-
caust historian and Emory University professor, the trag-
edy in Pittsburgh was both a surprise and a reaffirmation 
of her warnings.

Lipstadt, 71, spoke with JTA in New York City in 
mid-November about what the Pittsburgh shooting means 
for American Jews and how Jews should fight antisemitism. 
The interview has been edited for length and clarity.

JTA: What are your thoughts about the book following 
Pittsburgh?

Lipstadt: I wasn’t surprised by Pittsburgh, but I was 
shocked. I wasn’t surprised because I kept saying some-
thing’s going to happen in our country, and had been 
happening.

It would be easy to say everything changes after Pitts-
burgh, and I do think everything changed for Jews, for 
synagogues. Any synagogue board that in the past 10 days 
hasn’t met to discuss security operations is crazy. That’s 
the new normal.

We had one incident, a horrible incident – it doesn’t 
characterize our whole country – but it is disturbing. I tell 
the story, the one I end the book with, of walking into shul 
with a little friend who’s now 6½, and her mother said, 
“Say thank you to the police officer for keeping us safe.”

She’s going to figure it out soon enough. She’ll look 
across the street at the church dead opposite our shul and 
there are no police officers there. How do you recognize 
a shul now if you don’t know exactly what the number is 
or what the cross street is? Look for the police officers. 
Kids recognize that.

There will be kids who say what do I want to go to Hillel 
for? There will be parents who will say, you know what? 
Why should I take my kid to a place where there’s danger?

JTA: In your book, you focus largely on people who 
enable or minimize antisemitism, as opposed to hardcore 
antisemites themselves. Why is that?

Lipstadt: It’s “farfaln” [Yiddish, roughly, for “a lost 
cause”] to try to change those people. I could write about 
David Duke from here until the cows come. I’m not going 
to change David Duke’s mind. We all know David Duke 
is a lowlife of the first order, but it’s the people who might 
be influenced by David Duke who I want to reach.

Deborah Lipstadt wrote a book on antisemitism –  
then Pittsburgh happened

Deborah Lipstadt, 
a u t h o r  o f  t h e 
forthcoming book 
“Antisemitism Here 
and Now,” says the 
Pittsburgh synagogue 
shooting reaffirmed 
her warnings. (Photo 
by Osnat Perelshtein)

Farrakhan, he’s a disgusting excuse for a 
human being. But it’s the people around him, 
Linda Sarsour, [Women’s March co-chairwom-
an] Tamika Mallory, who have the voice of the 
press, who are listened to. They’re enablers. The 
enablers are much more dangerous to me than 
the people we recognize.

On some level, it’s the non-Hitlerian kind of 
antisemite, the one who doesn’t quite present 
as an antisemite, who’s much more dangerous 
because that’s the person who’s going to have 
access to the public.

JTA: How do you view Linda Sarsour’s 
activism and fund-raising on behalf of Jewish 
causes, and her collaborations with progressive 
Jewish groups?

Lipstadt: There are lots of people who pro-
claim they’re against antisemitism -- “Pittsburgh? 
Terrible!” Linda Sarsour, you know. At the same 
time, on the other side of her mouth, she’s talking 
about don’t humanize Israel and, when you wear a 
Jewish star, it makes me feel unsafe. She’s talking 
out of two sides of her mouth.

I don’t trust people like that. One of the reasons I’m 
particularly not trusting of someone like that is that there 
are so many Jews on the left who come so cheap. They 
wrote me, “Look, Linda Sarsour criticized Pittsburgh, 
look, she’s helped to rebuild a cemetery,” etc. Give me a 
break. Anyone who’s not going to criticize what happened 
in Pittsburgh... someone gets credit? OK, so she’s raising 
money to help rebuild a cemetery, that’s very nice. But at 
the same time she’s making awful statements about Jews. 
Not just about Zionists, but about Jews.

Farrakhan, he called Jews termites, and Linda Sarsour 
and Tamika Mallory and leaders of the Women’s March 
are embracing him and praising him. He called us termites. 
How much more do you need?

JTA: On the right, is a person with 50 Twitter follow-
ers who sends a meme something we really need to be 
concerned about?

Lipstadt: If it were one person with 50 followers, I’d say 
let’s get a life. But it’s not one person with 50 followers. 
It’s 500 people with 50 followers and one of them with a 
thousand and another, like a Richard Spencer, who figures 
out how to take those 50 and 50 and 50 and turn them into 
something more acceptable and more mainstream.

It’s a ripple effect. The internet can be a weapon or it can 
be a great tool for connecting people. Given that we now 
have the internet, given that these right-wingers have learned 
how to use it, they have a tool they didn’t have before.

The thing that really galvanized it was, of course, 
having a president who – I don’t know if Donald Trump 
is an antisemite, I doubt that he’s an antisemite. But that’s 
the wrong question to ask. The question to ask is, does he 
enable antisemites?

[Lipstadt then refers to antisemitic abuse from Trump 
supporters directed toward reporter Julia Ioffe, who wrote 
a critical profile of Melania Trump in 2016.]

That would have been the moment for him to look 
straight into the camera and say, “Listen, this is not how 
I want to win the presidency. This is not what America is 
about.” Instead, he said, “I have no message for them.” 
[Trump told CNN, “I don’t have a message for the fans.”]

You have a president who glorifies violence. You have 
this violence, this glorification of violence. You put it 
together with white nationalism, white supremacy. At the 
heart of that white nationalism is a deep-seated antisemitism.

JTA: You criticize activists who lead the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement, or BDS, against 
Israel. But could you explain why you also have harsh 
words for Israeli Prime Minister [Benjamin] Netanyahu, 
who they oppose?

Lipstadt: Bibi has done a number of things. 
First of all, his welcoming and embrace of 
[Hungarian Prime Minister] Viktor Orban, who 
has been pushing this Soros imagery [billboards 
criticizing the liberal Jewish philanthropist 
George Soros] and cracking down on the 
Jewish community of Budapest in a horrible, 
horrible way.

No. 2, what happened with the critics of 
BDS and that policy of keeping them out [of 
Israel]? Not only is it antithetical to Israel being 
a democracy, but it steals us of our best argu-
ment against BDS. BDS says “shut down the 
conversation, don’t bring anybody who might 
disagree with you,” and we say “no, open up 
the conversation.”

Most of all, the Polish law [criminalizing 
blaming Poles for collaborating with the Ho-
locaust]. When the Polish law came out, Israel 
was appalled and was absolutely critical of 
Poland for this law. But then they announced 
with great fanfare, with Bibi at the table, we’ve 
worked things out with Poland, and Poland is 

changing the law so that it’s not as offensive.
What they had done is essentially changed the punish-

ment from criminal to civil, but at the same time taken 
away protections for professors and artists.

This bending to Poland on this law was realpolitik. Bibi 
did it because he wants Orban in Hungary and whoever’s 
leading the Polish government at the moment, and Austria, 
to be his friends. Now you can say that’s realpolitik, but 
don’t do that and then claim Israel is the primary spokes-
person and the address for fighting world antisemitism 
when you have coddled an antisemite like Orban, when you 
have made room for a soft-core Holocaust denial law like 
the Polish law. When you’re talking about antisemitism, 
there’s a red line.

JTA: You criticize people on both left and right, an-
ti-Israel activists and the Israeli prime minister. Do you 
feel like you’re fighting a losing battle trying to carve out 
space in the middle?

Lipstadt: I call it as I see it. If I thought it was a losing 
battle I probably wouldn’t do it.

I think there are a lot of Jews who feel like I do. I think 
there are a lot of Jews who will read half the book and 
remember half the book, who will be appalled when I’m 
putting down the right and love it when I’m putting down 
the left, and be appalled when I’m putting down the left 
and love it when I’m putting down the [right].

I’m not out to win a popularity contest. I hope I’m not 
a voice crying out into the dark. I didn’t write the book to 
convince people who already know what they think. If the 
book makes people a little bit uncomfortable, and makes 
them reassess where they are and what they’re doing and 
where they see things, that’s good, too.

JTA: So what should we do to fight antisemitism?
Lipstadt: I compare antisemitism to herpes. For more 

of the time we’ve had herpes, it couldn’t be cured. And 
if you were suddenly under stress, boom, up would come 
a herpes infection. Antisemitism is like herpes. When a 
society is under stress, it appears.
See “Book” on page 7
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Soviet Continued from page 1

(NAPSI) – When your teen is officially licensed 
to operate a vehicle, you may feel simultaneously 
proud – and terrified. Following these five tips, 
however, can help.

1. Model Your Expectations – Your teens 
grew up watching you drive, learning your 
habits and creating their own concept of “safe 
driver” based on your actions. Parents of new 
teen drivers should follow all the rules of the road, which 
includes keeping smartphones out of reach or paired with 
hands-free systems.

2. Provide Practical Knowledge – Adults pick up all sorts 
of useful car knowledge over a lifetime of driving. Most 
teenagers don’t have any practical skills. Parents need to 
provide useful knowledge, including:

 � How to change a tire – Show teenagers where the spare 
tire is, how to access the jack and what steps they need to 
safely change a tire. Get outside and get your hands dirty.

 � What to have on hand – This includes a spare GPS in the 

Teen driving tips: five ways to stay sane
glove box, a first-aid kit in the backseat or trunk, snow 

shovel, a jerrican and blankets or warm clothing in 
case they become stranded.

3. Create a Contract – According to Drive It 
Home, one way to help improve teen driving 
safety is creating a “new driver” contract, 

signed by both the parents and the teen. 
Lay out specific rules and expectations, such 

as when the car can be used or what the consequences of 
breaking the law or damaging the vehicle would be. Include 
provisions for expanding privileges if your teens keep up 
their end of the contract.

4. Talk About Accidents – Teens need to know what they 
should do if an accident occurs. In all cases, even minor 
parking lot scrapes, teenagers must have their insurance 
information on hand and request the same from any other 
drivers involved. According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, “drivers ages 16 to 19 are nearly three times 
See “Teen” on page 9

community re-established by Holocaust survivors, 
distracting at times from the mission of revival. It 
flares up in local communal politics, but, 30 years on, 
has mostly healed. More often, the Russian-speaking 
immigrants and their children are credited with en-
ergizing and strengthening a minority group whose 
viability used to be uncertain.

When the post-Soviet immigration began, Jews 
in Germany suddenly found themselves struggling 
to cater to large numbers of people with little more 
than the shirts on their backs. It didn’t help that 
the newcomers had little knowledge of Judaism 
and attitudes shaped by decades of living under 
repressive governments.

Famously, many German Jews were shocked at 
how some newcomers would take away food that was 
set out as refreshments for the kiddush ceremony at 
synagogue. The postwar community, which was largely 
descended from recent Eastern European immigrants, 
would “look upon the Soviet Jews as maybe not even 
being Jews and being uneducated [yet] taking over 
their communities,” said Esther Knochenhauer, 34, 
who was born in East Germany one year after her parents 
immigrated there from Russia.

Even before the reunification of Germany in 1990, the 
East German leader Lothar de Maiziere began welcoming 
Soviet Jews. Helmut Kohl, the former chancellor, adopted 
the same policy after unification to make amends for and 
reverse the Nazis’ annihilation of a Jewish presence in 
Germany. Following reunification, immigration requests 
by Jews were expedited and given equal status to those 
by ethnic Germans.

The Berlin Jewish Community, under its president until 
1992, Heinz Galinski, hired dozens of Russian-speaking 
Jews to help with the absorption of others. And many 
Jewish communities tried to assist penniless newcomers 
however they could – including charity.

But these well-intended steps sometimes stoked ten-
sions. It made some “wrongly frame” communal politics 
as “a struggle between Russian speakers in power who 
do shady things and German-speaking opposition,” 
according to Sergey Lagodinsky, a Russia-born jurist 
who has run for leadership roles in the Berlin Jewish 
community’s elections.

And some dismissed the desire of Russian-speaking 
Jews for contact with Jewish life as utilitarian, he added. 
In the European context, joining the community allows a 
member access to facilities as well as free or subsidized 
services for weddings, circumcision and b’nai mitzvah.

That suggestion was especially insulting to families 

like Knochenhauer’s. Her mother’s family was so at-
tached to their Jewish identity that they continued holding 
Passover seder dinners in communist Russia (though, 
out of caution, they neither read the haggadah nor told 
the children what the bizarre dishes and customs were 
all about, she said).

Yet Nedlin and Knochenhauer’s own life stories reflect 
their divided community’s ability to transcend the chal-
lenges of this culture clash, which ended up becoming 
the community’s lifeline. This year, both women married 
Jewish men descended from postwar families.

Anna Nedlin was married at a Cologne synagogue to 
Roni Lehrer, whom she met 10 years ago at the Mahane 
Jewish camp. The couple, both historians, are expecting 
their first child.

Lehrer, 30, credits the Russian-speaking influx with 
more than just continuing his own Jewish family. “We 
wouldn’t be around if not for their arrival,” he said. “We 
would’ve been doomed as a community.”

Lehrer’s mother, he said, joined the Jewish community 
of Cologne in the early 1980s, when it was “a dwindling 
group of 1,000 people.” She did not expect Jewish life to 
survive in Cologne, planning to move to Israel at some 
point so that her children would grow up with Judaism, 
her son said. But a decade later, “we’re a community of 
5,500 people.”

This resulted in the 2002 re-establishment of a Jewish 
school in Cologne, the Lauder Morijah School, and the 

opening of other Jewish institutions. Two-thirds of the 
60 counselors trained annually by the community for 
youth work in Cologne, Lehrer said, come from Jewish 
homes with at least one Russian-speaking parent.

Language and food differences are some of the 
minor issues younger mixed couples can expect, 
according to Knochenhauer’s Berlin-born husband, 
who asked not to be identified by name in the article. 
(Knochenhauer said his preference for keeping a low 
profile was typical of postwar Jews, and one of the 
things that sets them apart from Russian speakers who 
“won’t stay silent.”)

Her family “makes enough food for an army, which 
always makes me wonder just how many people they 
plan on hosting,” Knochenhauer’s husband said. But these 
minor differences are not comparable to the challenges 
of interfaith marriages with partners from very different 
cultures, Knochenhauer said.

Still, the arrival of many thousands of Russian speakers 
has had a lasting and often divisive effect on communal 
politics, shaping the processes of some communities to 
this day, everyone interviewed for this article agreed. 

One of the first parties representing Russian speakers in 
the internal elections of the Berlin Jewish Community was 
called “Silent Majority.” Its main platform was the members’ 
identity as Russian speakers. From the mid-1990s onward, 
the Russian-German divide became a permanent issue in 
internal elections campaigns, according to Lagodinsky, the 
jurist. “There was a lot of disappointment” among Russian 
speakers over how they were received by German-speaking 
Jews, he said.

Some politicians “played up” this sentiment, he said, 
naming the current president of the Berlin Jewish Com-
munity, Gideon Joffe. Born to Soviet immigrant Jews in 
Israel, he moved as a child to Germany. According to 
Lagodinsky, Joffe has “in Trumpian style played up the 
Russian-speaking identity card” in elections. Lagodinsky 
and others accused Joffe of rigging the internal elections 
of 2015 and clinging to power with “tricks right out of 
the Soviet period,” as Lagodinsky put it. Joffe, who has 
denied the allegations, did not reply to multiple requests 
for an interview by JTA. But the fact that Joffe’s main 
challenger, Lagodinsky, also speaks Russian as a mother 
tongue “shows we’ve moved as a community passed the 
language divide and are focusing on the main issues,” 
Lagodinsky said. 

To Lehrer, the historian, the internal divide “is a gen-
erational issue. ...People aged 20-40 don’t care about 
this anymore,” he said. And whereas some aspects of the 
problem are “alive, it is quite literally dying out.”

Children stuck white roses into a Star of David sculpture at the 
construction site of a new synagogue in Potsdam, Germany, 
on November 9, the 80th anniversary of the Nazi Kristallnacht 
pogrom. (Photo by Bernd Settnik/AFP/Getty Images)
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Ten tips for drivers
(NAPSI) – According to the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration, there are 5.25 million driving acci-
dents a year in the U.S. – but they needn’t happen to you. 
Just keep these safety facts from sustainability.ups.com/
committed-to-more/employee-safety in mind: 

1. Don’t use your smartphone while driving. Drivers talking 

(NAPSI) – These five tips from https://driving-tests.org 
can help you be prepared for the perils of the road.

1. Know Your Car. Like people, each car has a unique 
personality. Some features work better than others, and con-
ditions can cause a vehicle to react a certain way. Knowing 
your car’s limits and behavior patterns can help you predict 
how it will respond in certain situations. How long does it take 
you to stop and how much pressure is required on the brake 
pedal? What’s your turn radius? Does your vehicle lean when 
you round a corner? Does it quake when you hit a certain 
speed? Knowing the answers can help you avoid accidents.

2. Use Extreme Caution During a Lane Change. The Na-

Defensive driving tips
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 
one of the most common causes of two-lane auto accidents 
is unsafe lane changes.

3. Know Your Blind Spots. Most cars have at least one 
line of vision that’s not clearly evident in the rearview or side 
mirrors. Even carefully placed mirrors often cannot cover 
every possible angle. Move the side mirrors far outward 
so that the angle of view barely overlaps the view of the 
rearview mirror.

4. Keep Your Hands on the Wheel. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration now advocates keeping your 
hands at the 9 and 3 o’clock positions instead of 10 and 2 
because of air bags.

5. Keep Up on Maintenance. Routine work on your auto 
– oil changes, fluid refills and tire rotations – can make all 
the difference in your car’s drivability.

See “Tips” on page 8

Book Continued from page 5
I would say the following things: They won’t cure it, 

but at least it might help alleviate it.
Don’t see antisemitism only on the other side of the po-

litical transom from which you are located. All these Jews 
on the left who suddenly, when Trump was running, saw 
antisemitism on the right and began to get all upset about 
that. And they weren’t wrong. But they had a patch on.

All those people on the right who are now saying 
Pittsburgh was a one-off, but we really should be worried 
about BDS. Of course we should be worried about BDS, 
but, if you’re on the right, you can have a conversation 
with those people. If you’re on the left, you can try to have 
a conversation with those people.

If you’re only seeing it on the opposite side of the tran-
som, you’re instrumentalizing this for political purposes.

I call for civil society. It used to be we could take our lead 
from government and leadership. We can’t. So it becomes 
incumbent on civil society to take a role.

A healthy democratic society cannot tolerate antisem-
itism and racism. If that is festering in its midst, it says 
something is unhealthy about the society. It’s not just 
Jews for whom this is dangerous. This should terrify you. 
Because if this is happening to Jews, it may start with the 
Jews, but it doesn’t end with the Jews.

First person

Israelis are blunt and rude, you got a problem with that?
By Sam Sokol

(JTA) – A couple of months ago I was waiting to use an 
ATM near my house, flicking through Twitter as the line 
inched its way forward. Finally, after about 10 minutes and 
several tweets, I reached the machine and was getting ready 
to insert my card when an Israeli man ran over from the 
corner, some 15 yards away, and tried to cut in front of me.

“What are you doing?” I demanded.
“It’s my turn,” he replied in a tone that seemed to be both 

condescending and shocked by my apparent impertinence.
When I pointed out that he had not been on line, but 

had been hanging out and chatting with his friends, he 
grew heated, insisting that he had stopped by before I 
arrived and told the person in front of me that he was 
claiming a spot.

At no point had he actually bothered to stand in 
the line himself. That is, if you could call it a line. 
It was more of a clot, actually. Those present mostly 
gathered higgledy-piggledy, repeatedly asking each 
other who was ahead of whom. In Israel, the concept 
of an orderly queue, so unremarkable to immigrants 
from Europe and North America, can still seem to be 
an entirely foreign idea.

This tendency to engage in behavior that would be 
considered rude elsewhere extends to other aspects of 
Israeli life. It is not unheard of to be boarding a bus and 
watch ticketed passengers duck under the arms of a rider 
who had the temerity to slow them down by paying the 
driver in cash. Or to be approached by random strangers 
who begin asking why you immigrated, how many children 
you have and how much you earn.

On Israeli roads, a turn signal is not a sign of intent, 
but of weakness.

The Israelis’ reputation as a rude, abrasive or merely 
boundary-less people has made its way around the world 
– surviving even its new incarnation as “start-up nation.” 
Famously, in 2015, the tech firm Intel presented its employ-
ees with a guide to working with Israelis that warned them 
to “expect to be cut off regularly” and that “visitors are 
often taken back by the tone or loudness of the discussion.”

Many English-speaking immigrants to Israel – or 
Anglos, as they are known locally – have long com-

plained about the stark differences in cultural norms 
and expectations that complicate relations between the 
two groups. “Israelis are notoriously late; super casual 
in dress code and speaking,” said Daniel Rosenthal, 
an immigrant from Tampa, FL. “They tend to be too 
personal in their opening remarks, sharing things like 
how many kids they have.”

Dave Levy, another immigrant, said that “arguments can 
easily get loud and verbally violent, yet never physically 
violent. There is very much a culture of arguing.”

There is no personal space, complains Melissa Amar, 
originally from Schwenksville, PA. “In America, when 
having a conversation you’re not right on top of the other 
person,” she said. “Here I find myself stepping back when 
talking to people.”

Others, however, said this directness and sense of famil-
iarity also has its upsides. Ilana Gamliel, originally from 
Long Island, said that here, “people are much more helpful 
and strangers will happily hold my baby.” Leah Rachelle 
Berman notices “how easy it is to strike up a conversation 
with a native Israeli.

“I like that they are direct, not hesitating or beating 
around the bush – no false airs,” she said.

What Israelis call directness and many outsiders consid-
er rude is likely caused by a variety of factors, including 
the country’s small size, a socialist past that emphasized 
a radical egalitarianism, a sense of kinship (or perhaps 
entitlement) among Jews arriving from all over the world 
and the hard-charging ethos inculcated by Israel’s military 
culture in the wake of decades of war. (In the army, it is 
common to call officers by their first names once basic 
training is over.)

Israelis often do not even realize they are perceived as 
rude by foreigners, said Reuven Ben-Shalom, a former 
Israeli Air Force officer who runs Cross-Cultural Strategies 
Ltd., a consulting firm that teaches foreigners how to deal 
with the culture here. “Most times Americans see Israelis 
as prying” in a way that in the U.S. “can destroy relation-
ships. But it’s just Israelis being their typical selves,” he 
told JTA. “It’s just classic cultural differences” different 
countries develop different cultures.

“Israel is like an island in the Middle East. We can feel 

very Americanized, but we have developed here a unique 
culture of our own. Once a culture takes off after several 
decades, you find that there are behaviors that would seem 
completely strange” to outsiders, he said.

Shalom’s company website warns that Israelis are 
“straightforward and blunt, tend to talk instead of listen, 
teach instead of learn, and preach instead of recommend 
and contribute.”

“We are all in this aggressive attack mode,” he said. 
“People say things and we go on the defense. There is a 
theory that because of life in the Middle East, our very nature 
is always fighting for existence and holding a sword in one 
hand, and that finds its way into all avenues of our lives.”
See “Blunt” on page 11
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Tips Continued from page 7

on phones, hand-held or hands-free, can miss seeing up to 
half of their surroundings, such as pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorcyclists or other drivers.

2. Drive “defensively.” Be aware of what drivers around 
you are doing.

3. Keep your eyes moving while you drive. Check all mirrors.
4. Leave at least two to four car lengths between your car 

and the one ahead, six or eight at night or in bad weather.
5. Obey all speed limits and signs.
6. Never drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs, 

or if you are fatigued.
7. Always wear your seat belt.
8. Adjust all mirrors and seats properly before starting 

the car.
9. Use turn signals, and ensure your lights are on at 

night and in bad weather. Make yourself visible with horn, 
lights and signals.

10. Look out for the truck and bus “No-Zone.” Those 
drivers have big blind spots. If you can’t see the drivers in 
their rearview mirrors, they can’t see you.

for track practice, and the bus was a perfect place to study. 
“After about a year and a half, I was barely finding words 
I didn’t know.”

Hebrew-language study became central to his Jewish 
identity, but for most of his professional academic career 
he was firmly ensconced in the world of English and other 
Western literature. In 1962, he earned a doctorate in English 
literature at Harvard. In 1967, he came to UC Berkeley, 
where he has been ever since, currently as a professor of 
Hebrew and comparative literature.

Until the 1980s, he worked on novels of Europe, America 
and modern Israel, delving into authors like Franz Kafka, 
Saul Bellow and S.Y. Agnon. And then came the Bible. 
“I wrote a feisty piece complaining that Bible scholars 
spent all their time hunting down Akkadian loanwords 
hidden in the text, but they didn’t know how to read a 
story,” Alter said. “They study all kinds of useful things. 
Historical facts, archaeology – they pick up a couple of 
ancient languages, Akkadian and Egyptian. But one thing 
that is never studied is style.”

Alter figured the piece, published in Commentary, would 
be a one-off, a small blip in his career. “But then I started 

Bible Continued from page 4

receiving an outpouring of letters,” he said. It had struck 
a nerve. “I had a few more ideas about it, so I kept going.”

Then, in 1982, he wrote “The Art of Biblical Narra-
tive.” There are two common approaches to the Bible: 
It’s either a sacred revelation whose existence is to be 
taken at face value, or a historical artifact to be dissected 
and contextualized. But in “The Art of Biblical Narra-
tive,” Alter proposed a third way: Analyze the Bible as 
an interconnected series of works of literature using 
the tools of literary analysis, as he had been doing with 
Western novels in his career to that point. At the time, it 
was revolutionary. He looked at the Bible not as sacred, 
not as historical, but as artistic.

The book was recognized immediately as a gem, hailed 
by critics and colleagues as revolutionary. It earned the 
1982 National Jewish Book Award in Jewish thought. In 
terms of academic volumes, it was a sales sensation. It 
has been in print more or less continuously since it was 
published. Hendel said Alter’s literary approach to reading 
the Bible has contributed significantly to how the Bible is 
taught today in academic settings.

One book about the literary style of the Bible is a far 
cry from a handsome three-volume translation of the whole 
thing. You’d expect a weighty undertaking such as this to 
have been a lifelong goal. But Alter didn’t set out to do 
it. In fact, the project was more or less an accident. An 
editor from Norton approached him about doing a critical 
edition of “maybe something from Kafka because I had 
just written a book that involved Kafka.” Maybe some-
thing from the Bible, Alter said offhand. Genesis, perhaps. 
“But the problem is, there’s something really wrong with 
all of the existing translations,” he told the editor. “If I 
were to do this, I’d have to do my own translation.” Alter 
said it without thinking twice about what he was getting 
himself into.

“I’d been reading the Bible in Hebrew since my teens, 
and the beauty of the Hebrew spoke to me in all sorts of 
ways,” he said. “I wanted to see if I could get more of 
that into English than English readers have been able to 
see so far.”

Which brings us back to “welter and waste.” The He-
brew term he renders in English is “tohu vavohu.” In his 
commentary, Alter wrote: “Tohu by itself means ‘emptiness’ 
or ‘futility,’ while vavohu appears nowhere else in the 
Bible – coined to rhyme with the [tohu] and reinforce it, 
an effect I have tried to approximate in English by alliter-
ation.” Hence, welter and waste. Compare the elegance of 
his solution, bringing to the English reader the sonic poetry 
of the Hebrew, with this from the 1985 Jewish Publication 
Society translation of tohu vavohu: “unformed and void.”

Alter’s Genesis turned out better than he expected and 
was well received. “So I said ‘I think I’ll do one more,’” 
he recalled. That one more was “The David Story,” which 
included the books of 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel, largely 
concerned with the life of King David. Published in 2000, 
the translation’s David comes across like a true literary 
character, flawed and heroic.

In 2008, Alter expanded his translation of Genesis and 
did “The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Com-
mentary.” In 2009, came “The Book of Psalms.” In 2011, 

“The Wisdom Books: Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes.” 
In 2014: “Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua, 
Judges, Samuel, and Kings.” In 2016: “Strong as Death Is 
Love: The Song of Songs, Ruth, Esther, Jonah, and Daniel.” 
His translations are read by a broad range of audiences, 
Jewish, Christian and otherwise – academics and their 
students, readers of literature, devotees of the Good Book.

“The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary” 
is displayed on a coffee table in Alter’s home – and with 
good reason. The final product is a boxed set – “beautiful 
and colorful,” with artwork adapted from a series of 10 tap-
estries designed in the late 1970s by Israeli artist Mordecai 
Ardon. The boxed set gathers all of his previous translations, 
plus a few books he’d been putting off – including works 
that stretch his idea of the Bible as literature almost to a 
breaking point, small pieces of the big picture, but a slog 
to translate.

“Listen, the first nine chapters of Chronicles 1 is nothing 
but a list of names,” he said. “You can’t call that literature. 
And what is there to do as a translator? Not much other 
than transcribe the names. You just have to get through 
it because you can’t decide to edit out part of the Bible.”

Alter doesn’t think much of Leviticus, either, with its 
long passages on priestly conduct and procedures for ritual 
slaughter. “I don’t even like going into butcher shops, and 
here I am translating all the instructions for cutting up the 
animals,” he said.

But ask about his favorites, and Alter all but cruises 
through the table of contents. “I love Genesis,” he began. 
“And I love Psalms and David’s story. And then there are 
later books. Kohelet [Ecclesiastes] speaks very strongly to 
me. And Job, of course, the poetry is amazing.”

And then there’s his pride in his translation of a mys-
terious word in the Samson story, one that appears only 
twice in the Bible: “halitsah.” It’s generally agreed that it 
refers to clothing, sometimes translated as tunic or simply 
garment, but identifying it more specifically has long given 
translators a good deal of trouble. Alter, however, offers a 
novel translation. In the story, Samson carries 30 of these 
unclassified garments after striking down the men wearing 
them. By comparing it with the only other instance of the 
word in the Bible, Alter identifies it as a kind of armor – 
a translation that brings new meaning to the story. The 
image of Samson carrying 30 sets of armor reinforces his 
legendary superhuman strength.

Alter believes he’s the only person in history to have 
translated it accurately. “I’m 100 percent certain that’s 
right,” he said.

His colleague Hendel said Alter triumphs as both a 
translator and critic. “His work on reading the Bible is 
going to be as long-lived as his translation. They’re works 
of genius,” Hendel said. “They’re going to be a part of his 
long-term legacy as much as the translations.”

Alter is comfortable with that. “A friend of mine once 
said to me that the shelf life of a book of literary criticism 
is six or seven years. But ‘The Art of Biblical Narrative’ 
has been in continuous print for 37 years,” he said. And 
surely an entire translation of the Bible will be in play at 
least as long.

“So, good,” Alter said, satisfied.

Shared Jewish/Latino roots
The Philos Project and American Sephardi 

Federation are holding the exhibition “No-
sotros,” an art exhibit featuring the work of 
three Latino artists – Juab Bravo, Angel Urrely 

and Carlos Ayala – at the Center for Jewish History in New 
York City. The curators hope the exhibit will be a “step 
forward to improving Jewish-Latino relations.” Each piece 
reflects the shared roots of Jewish and Latino communities 
and expresses hope for a more positive future from the 
perspective of each respective artist.

For more information, visit www.cjh.org/culture/exhi-
bitions/nosotros-strengthening-bonds or contact the center 
at inquiries@cjh.org or 212-294-8301.
New web series on Kosher.com

Health Coach Rorie Weisberg presents the web series 
“Living Full ‘n Free,” on Kosher.com. The certified health 
coach will show how to make go-to family recipes more 
nourishing. New 10-minute episodes of “Living Full ‘n 
Free” will air twice a month on Kosher.com and remain 
available to watch on Kosher.com on Weisberg’s channel.

Weisberg was the champion of the “Food Fight” web 
series (kosher.com/foodfight), beating out nine other con-
testants in one elimination round after the next to clinch 
the title with her mastery of the final secret ingredient. She 
also founded Full n’ Free, a company that offers health 
coaching as well as cookbooks, recipes and her own line 
of healthy dough mixes.
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more likely than drivers aged 20 and older 
to be in a fatal crash.” Mitigate the risk by 
talking frankly about accidents with your teen.

5. Get Real-Time Peace of Mind – You 
can have the benefit of real-time crash alerts, 
vehicle speed monitoring, easy access to 

roadside assistance and one-touch emergency 
SOS with the ADT Go app. Get notifications 
when your teenagers get home from school 
and get driving reports on your teenagers’ 
trips; you’ll have peace of mind and they’ll 
have their independence.

Teen Continued from page 6

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Chabad files $10 million lawsuit against Baltimore County, 
citing discrimination

A day before deadline, Chabad filed a $10 million federal lawsuit against Baltimore 
County, citing religious discrimination and defamation, for seeking to demolish the recently 
built, $1 million Chabad-Lubavitch of Towson, which serves students from nearby Towson 
University and Goucher College. This development comes as a Maryland circuit court ruled 
in November that the Chabad center, directed by Rabbi Mendy and Sheiny Rivkin, must be 
razed by Dec. 21. The latest legal course of action claims a violation of the Religious Land 
Use and Institutionalized Persons Act, which prohibits enacting”a substantial burden on the 
religious exercise of a person, including a religious assembly or institution” unless there’s “a 
compelling governmental interest.” According to a press release by Chabad, “The suit details 
how Baltimore County officials falsely stated that the Chabad House was in violation of zoning 
laws, claiming that it was serving not as a ‘residence,’ but as a ‘community center,’ a term 
that does not exist in Baltimore zoning laws.” It mentioned that a county spokesperson said 
“should the Chabad continue to host Friday-night dinners [at the Rivkin home] in violation 
of the board’s decision, the county is prepared to enforce the board’s order.” “Rabbi Rivkin is 
the only rabbi in Towson, but in this draconian reality, hosting people at his home for Shabbat 
dinner is somehow outlawed and punishable, perhaps even by having his home torn down,” 
added the media release. “The county’s actions egregiously violated federal law, and the 
rights of the Rivkins and Jewish students, who were able to observe Jewish practices only 
because of the availability of a nearby Chabad House,” said Nathan Lewin, the lead attorney 
representing Chabad of Towson. “Baltimore County has sought by various illegal means to 
burden, obstruct and suppress Jewish religious observance in Towson by delaying and now 
demolishing the premises where such religious exercise is made possible.”
European Jewish Congress calls for strict action against 
antisemitic soccer fans

In response to fans at soccer games engaging in antisemitic activity, such as singing an 
offensive song about Jews, the European Jewish Congress called on Thursday for profes-
sional leagues to take stricter action. Supporters of the Belgian team Club Brugge were 

recorded singing a song about Jews “burning.” The supporters sang, “My father was part of 
a commando, my mother was in the SS, together they burned Jews because Jews burn the 
best.” EJC President Moshe Kantor said, “It is extremely disturbing that in the 21st century, 
Europeans sing proudly about murdering Jews and glorifying the Nazis. Unfortunately, 
antisemitism in football [soccer] is getting worse, and these hooligans believe they can get 
away with whatever they like when they go to a football match. ...We call on all the football 
authorities – from FIFA, UEFA and the national football federations around the world – 
to take stricter measures against this antisemitic abuse and use harsher punishments,” he 
stressed. This development comes shortly after fans of British soccer team Chelsea were 
slammed by the club for antisemitic chants at a Europa League game in Budapest. “While 
all racism and prejudice should be stamped out in football and sport, antisemitic chants 
seem to have a particularly violent and even genocidal nature to them, and so should be 
taken extremely seriously,” said Kantor. “When people chant about gassing and burning 
Jews, they should be charged under incitement to violence charges, and no longer detained 
for a short while or merely banned from attending matches.”
Israel organizes gov’t team to help French Jews make 
aliyah

A special team comprised of Israeli government leaders is being put together to prepare for 
the absorption of tens of thousands of French Jews, who are growing increasingly concerned 
following attacks against Jews in the country and over the rise of anti-Israeli Islamic streams in 
France. Diaspora Affairs and Education Minister Naftali Bennett is spearheading the committee, 
which was to submit a plan to the Cabinet on Dec. 23, in partnership with National Economic 
Council chairman Avi Simhon. The team will be comprised by representatives from the Prime 
Minister’s Office, Ministry of Immigration and Absorption, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry 
of Education, the Ministry of Labor, Welfare and Social Services, the Ministry of Housing and 
Infrastructure, the Ministry of Economy and the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs. It will include 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who is currently Israel’s minister of absorption, as well 
as Finance Minister Moshe Kahlon, Tourism Minister Yariv Levin, Environmental Protection 
Minister Ze’ev Elkin, the prime minister’s chief of staff Yoav Horowitz and NEC head Avi Sim-
hon. At the Dec. 16 Cabinet meeting, Bennett told Netanyahu that new data shows 43 percent 
of French Jews have expressed an interest in making aliyah – approximately 200,000 people. 
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Tioga County Stop DWI

          hen alcohol is the driver, nobody's safe! It doesn't take 
a large amount to do a lot of damage. Even one drink can 
cloud judgment and slow reflexes enough to hamper fast 
thinking and total control at the wheel. At holidays when 
many people celebrate "to the limit", steer clear of disaster. 
If you take a drink, don't take the driver's seat...and make 
it a safe and happy holiday weekend!
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Congregational Notes

RABBI ZEV SILBER, BETH DAVID SYNAGOGUE

Weekly Parasha
Shemot, Exodus 1:1-6:1

Friday, December 28, light candles .................... 4:21 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 29 ................ 5:22 pm
Friday, January 4, light candles .......................... 4:27 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, January 5 ...................... 5:28 pm

Penn-York Jewish Community
President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-265-
3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim
E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein
E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org, Website: www.tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed: Mini courses throughout the year. Adult Hebrew 
offered regularly. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: David Regenspan 
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 336-1523
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairwoman: Abby Cohn
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those from 
mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen the Jewish 
experience in their lives and provide their children with a Jewish 
identity and experience.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Bruce Fein, bfein@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual 
basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
President: Jerry Davis
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on 
Sundays and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and
Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah 
(eighth-grade and high school) classes will meet at times 
designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

All Friday evening services through January11 will 
be held at 6:15 pm.

There will be no religious school or Midrashah classes 
on December 30.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 722-7514
Fax: 722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed; 
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bethdavidbinghamton
Shabbat Services:
Fri., Dec. 28 ........................................................4:25 pm
Shabbat, Dec. 29 .....................................................9 am
 .................................................Mincha after the kiddush
 ............................................................... Maariv 5:45 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., Dec. 30 ......................................................8:30 am
Mon., Dec. 31 ..........................................................7 am
Tues., Jan. 1 .......................................................8:30 am
Wed.-Fri., Jan. 2-4 ...................................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., Dec. 30 ......................................................4:25 pm
Mon., Dec. 31 ..........................................................7 pm
Tues., Jan. 1 .......................................................4:30 pm
Wed.-Thurs., Jan. 2-3 ..............................................7 pm
Fri., Jan. 4 ...........................................................4:30 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcordbinghamton@gmail.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.
Hebrew school: Hebrew school meets at 5:15 pm on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays during the school year unless otherwise noted.

On Friday, December 28, at 8 pm, Shabbat evening 
services will be led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, 
followed by an oneg sponsored by Sisterhood.

On Saturday, December 29, at 9:15 am, there will be 
Torah study. The religious school will be on winter break 
and there will be no classes or Shabbat service.

On Tuesday, January 1, the Hebrew school will be on 
winter break.

On Wednesday, January 2, from 6:30-7 pm, there will 
be a Sisterhood board meeting.

On Thursday, January 3, at 4:15 and 5:15 pm, there will be 
Hebrew school and, from 5-7 pm, the CHOW pantry will be open.

On Friday, January 4, at 8 pm, Shabbat evening services 
will be led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, January 5, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school; at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study; and at 10:35 
am, there will be Shabbat family services.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Tuesday, 5:30 pm; Friday, 5:30 pm; 
Saturday, 9:30 am

On Saturday, December 29, at 9:30 am, there will be 
a chicken cholent Shabbat learn and lunch service led by 
Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The Torah portion will be Exodus 
1:1-6:1. The haftarah will be Isaiah 27:6-28:13, 29:22-
23. Sylvia Horowitz will sponsor the cholent luncheon 
kiddush following services.

On Friday, December 28, Monday, December 31, 
and Tuesday, January 1, the temple office will be closed.

On Wednesday, January 2, at 4 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood open programming meeting.

On Sunday, January 6, at 4 pm, there will be a b’nai 
mitzvah parents meeting.

On Tuesday, January 8, from 12:30-3:30 pm, there 
will be a Sisterhood game day at Temple Israel. At 7 pm, 
there will be an Executive Board meeting.

On Tuesday, January 8, from 12:30-3:30 pm, there 
will be a Sisterhood Game Day at Temple Israel (see 
article on page 3); and at 7 pm, there will be an Executive 
Board meeting.

On Wednesday, January 9, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood meeting.

As the book of Exodus opens, we are quickly introduced 
to Moshe. Moses is the hero of the Exodus story, and his 
leadership continues throughout the rest of the Torah. Mo-
ses is the one who gives the Torah to the Jewish people, 
leads them through the desert for 40 years, instructs them 
in the laws of the Torah and teaches them what they need 
to know when they establish their own nation. He leads 
them to the border of the land of Canaan, the Promised 
Land, the land of Israel.

Of all the actors in redemption, Moshe is the most well 
known. But where would Moshe be if not for the actions 
of his mother Yocheved and his sister Miriam?

Yocheved is the one who builds a little ark for him and 
places him in the Nile in order to save him, since Pharaoh 

The heroes of the Exodus
had decreed that all the newborn Jewish boys should be 
killed. His sister, Miriam, is the one who looks after him. 
Not his father, nor his brother, but Miriam. She is the one 
who watches Pharaoh’s daughter pull him out of the river 
and arranges for a Jewish nursemaid, their mother Yoch-
eved, to care for him until he gets big enough for Batya, 
Pharaoh’s daughter, to continue to raise him.

Perhaps of even greater importance is the story at the 
beginning of the parasha. When Pharaoh wants to subjugate 
the Jewish people and reduce their numbers, first taxing 
them and then enforcing slavery conditions upon them, 
and fails because the women made sure to create the next 
generation, he orders the midwives to kill the boys during 
childbirth. The women, Shifra and Pu’a, who the midrash 

identifies as Yocheved and Miriam, refuse to participate in 
this act of infanticide and this plan fails, as well.

What a heroic act was performed by Shifra and Pu’a! 
They were the direct continuation of the tradition that they 
had from our patriarchs and matriarchs. They practiced 
simple humanity and understood natural morality. What 
Pharaoh ordered was inhumane and immoral, and they 
had the courage to refuse to cooperate. Their refusal of the 
king’s order could have resulted in their own deaths for 
treason. But they understood, even before the Torah was 
given, that one must give up his own life rather than take 
the life of another innocent person. They taught us that a 
defense argument that “we were just following orders” is 
See “Heroes” on page 11
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JCC Friendship Club

Whether you’re moving across town or 
across the country, please let The Reporter 
know so you can stay up to date on com-

munity news and quickly receive the paper 
at your new (or temporary) address! 

E-mail treporter@aol.com with “Reporter 
Address change” in the subject line, or call 
607-724-2360, ext. 254, to let The Reporter 
know about your new address.

Moving any time soon?
Or just leaving town for a few months?

Jewish Community 
Center

not acceptable or moral. They were the founders of the 
first recorded underground movement struggling against 
their oppressors, who fought for justice and for their own 
rights. According to the Ibn Ezra, these two women led 
many other midwives to follow their example and join in 
the struggle. Without these acts of heroism, there would be 
no Jewish nation for Moses to lead out of Egypt.

This underground did not blow up bridges or murder 
innocents. It was a movement demanding morality and 
justice. It demanded that from their oppressors and de-
manded that from themselves.

This insistence on moral behavior was later enshrined in 
the Torah itself. One of the strangest mitzvot that we have 
is found in the book of Devarim (Deuteronomy 23:8). We 
are commanded not to loath, hate or oppress an Egyptian. 
They enslaved us, killed our children, attempted genocide, 
and tried to destroy our lives and dignity. Yet, the Torah 
instructs us not to loath them? The Torah explains – key 
ger hayita b’artzo – because you were strangers in their 
land. At one time they did accept you, they did feed you 
and share their good fortune with you. Despite what they 
may have done to you, you still have the moral obligation 
of helping them during their time of need.

This insistence on moral behavior by Shifra and Pu’a 
was responsible for our freedom and our redemption, and 
caused it to become a guiding principle of Judaism itself.

The world wishes to ignore it and the press refuses 
to report one of the most amazing acts of humanitarian 
assistance given to Syrian civilians in the almost decade 
long crisis. Syria, despite its own upheaval and internal 
destruction, remains in a state of war against Israel. Fre-
quent comments from the government of Assad, and his 
allies in Iran and Hezbollah, repeatedly state their ultimate 
objective is to destroy Israel, and kill Jews anywhere and 
everywhere in the world.

Yet, in spite of it all, Israel has admitted hundreds of 
Syrian civilians who were injured in the fighting, given 

them expert medical treatment in Israeli hospitals without 
compensation, better medical attention than they could have 
ever gotten in Syria even before the war, and returned them 
to their families. Israel operates a field hospital for Syrian 
refugees along the border that all the actors want to destroy 
and the Israel Defense Forces daily deliver humanitarian 
aid in the form of food and medicine into Syria. On the 
southern front of Gaza, civilians pass through the border 
seeking medical assistance in Israeli hospitals even while 
rockets are being fired into Israeli cities and towns.

There was a time, before the establishment of the state 
of Israel, that the Syrian Jewish community thrived and 
prospered. Syria was the home of the oldest existing 
written book of the Torah that was deemed by Maimon-
ides to be prefect and authentic. They once accepted us 
properly. The moral behavior of Shifra and Pu’a has been 
enshrined in the Torah in the form of the command not to 
loath the Egyptians, and we have properly translated that 
into the moral requirement to help others, including those 
who may not appreciate our kindness, and the modern 
state of Israel restores life to innocent civilians from an 
enemy country.

This is the legacy of Shifra and Pu’a that the world 
ignores.

Heroes Continued from page 10

The JCC Friendship Club met on December 19 and had 
a short business meeting before car pooling to Hanukkah 
House at Temple Concord in Binghamton. When we en-
tered the museum, Sylvia Diamond talked a little about 
the Kilmer Mansion. She told about Swamp Root, which 
was a patent medicine that claimed to cure many ailments. 
Jonas Kilmer became very wealthy selling it.

We proceeded to a room that had elephant hide on the 
walls near the ceiling. In this room were many dolls and 
doll houses. In the houses were Hanukkah menorahs. In 
one enclosed case, there were dolls dressed as immigrants 
coming to America through Ellis Island before World War I. 
In another case, there were dolls dressed in the era of World 
War II. There were books on the Holocaust and one was 
“The Diary of Anne Frank.” In another room, there were 
different menorahs and dreidels. Sylvia told the story of 
the Maccabees and the miracle of the oil. There was only 
enough oil for one day to rededicate the Temple, but it lasted 
for eight days. She said that the word Hanukkah means 
dedication. On the other side of the room were pictures of 
the state of Israel and all the prime ministers since 1948, 
when it became the modern Jewish state. We recognized 
Golda Meir and Benjamin Netanyahu. We ended our visit 
in the gift shop, where Ann Brillant bought gelt.

A short meeting was held to discuss meeting on Wednes-
day, December 26. Since the JCC will be open, we will 
meet and Bruce Orden will show half of the movie “Babe.” 
Sylvia read the treasurer’s report and read a thank-you note 
from Roz Antoun, director of Jewish Family Service. Join 
us at the JCC on Wednesdays at 1:30 pm.

Sylvia Diamond
President

Part of the issue may be that Israel is a hastily mixed 
polyglot culture with Jewish immigrants from Europe, 
the Americas, North Africa, Arab lands, Ethiopia, India 
and the former Soviet Union. Each group holds to its own 
expectations and standards, said Tami Lancut Leibovitz, a 
local etiquette instructor.

“People here are under stress 24 hours a day – this is the 
first thing. The feeling is that Israelis are rude not because 
they are bad or want to do it on purpose, but we in Israel 

we don’t know what manners and etiquette are,” she told 
JTA, adding that there is a definite lack of education in this 
field in the school system. Training, she says, starts early 
and there is not enough of it.

Contrary to popular belief, Leibovitz said, the way that 
Israelis behave actually bothers many of them. “No one can 
feel good when someone comes into his private space,” she 
said. “We are human beings. We can’t stand it, but many don’t 
know how to put a finger [on the problem] and say what it is.”

Blunt Continued from page 7

Moshe Shoham started Mazor Robotics in 2001 with a 
vision: create revolutionary robots to redefine the gold 
standard of quality medical care. Since then, he and his 
team have created software that makes it easier for surgeons 
to accurately and precisely see individual patient’s internal 
anatomy before surgery, as well as advanced robots that 
make surgery less invasive. This year, Mazor was sold to 
Medtronic for $1.6 billion, which will make spinal and brain 
surgery safer for Medtronic’s more than 46,000 patients in 
more than 150 countries.

4. Technion researchers have developed a new, integrated 
wearable medical system that is made of self-repairing 
materials (in case of a scratch or cut) and recharges itself 
from the wearer’s body movements and body heat. This 
new system also contains precise sensors and advanced 
analytical tools. This could revolutionize the use of wear-
ables in medicine, which already are used to monitor 
diseases by facilitating better treatment plans and helping 
with epidemiological studies.

5. Intel and the Technion inaugurated the Center for 
Artificial Intelligence on the Technion’s Haifa campus 
this year, a new step in its decades-long relationship of 
collaboration on cutting-edge projects. As one of the top 
10 universities for AI in the world, the Technion will con-
tinue to advance research in natural language processing, 
deep learning and hardware optimization – the ideas that 
fuel tech breakthroughs like Siri and Alexa, self-driving 
vehicles, and smart homes.

6. Kira Radinsky, a Technion visiting professor and 
alumna who is now chief scientist for eBay Israel, and 
master’s student Shahar Harel created an AI-based sys-
tem to develop new drugs faster and cheaper. They found 
a better way to narrow down which molecules could be 

Technion Continued from page 3

effective drugs: they referenced a database of molecules 
that are effective drugs with a computer program they 
created that treats organic molecules like spoken language. 
This means effective, lifesaving medication can be made 
available sooner and more safely.

7. One groundbreaking way scientists are working to 
reduce environmental impact is by growing beef in labs 
– using fewer resources and reducing pollution. One of 
Scientific American’s 50 leading scientists in the world, 
Professor Shulamit Levenberg is at the forefront of this 
effort as a co-founder and chief scientific officer of Aleph 
Farms Ltd., which pioneered a new way to grow meat on 
a 3D platform, while mimicking a beef steak’s complex 
structure and texture.

8. Technion scientists have also found new ways to 
generate clean energy: bacteria. Researchers discovered 
how to harvest energy from cyanobacteria, which are 
common to lakes and seas and use photosynthesis. This 
energy is used to make electricity and hydrogen gas – a 
clean gas that emits water when used, paving the way for 
a clean, eco-friendly future.

9. Technion Professor Marcelle Machluf was named 
Woman of the Year by one of Israel’s magazines, Lady 
Globes. One of the world’s top researchers on cancer and 
nanotechnology, the Moroccan-born scientist is currently 
working on the “nano ghost”: a stem cell to treat metastatic 
melanoma and mesothelioma. Prof. Machluf is just one 
of the trailblazing women of the Technion, which has five 
female deans, a record for academic institutions in Israel. 
In addition, 42 percent of Technion students are women 
and 20 percent are Arab.

10. Technion is considered a leader in global cyberse-
curity. Researchers and students have found vulnerabilities 

in Intel’s security feature for PCs and internet servers, in 
Bluetooth systems and in Microsoft’s virtual assistant, 
showing global multi-billion dollar companies how to patch 
their software and protect countless people, governments, 
and businesses.

With campuses in New York (Jacobs Technion-Cornell 
Institute), China (Guangdong Technion Israel Institute 
of Technology) and Haifa, researchers at the Technion 
believe it is positioned to make an even bigger impact in 
2019 as a global leader in entrepreneurship and innovative 
technologies that benefit humankind.

The American Technion Society supports the Tech-
nion – Israel Institute of Technology, consistently ranked 
among the world’s top science and technology research 
universities. This is a paid post. JTA’s editorial team had 
no role in its production.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Sodastream plans to open manufacturing plant in Gaza

Sodastream is planning to open a manufacturing plant in Gaza, its CEO announced 
on Dec. 20. “We want the people in Gaza to have jobs – real jobs – because where there 
is prosperity, there can be peace,” said Daniel Birnbaum at the Globes Conference 
in Jerusalem, without going into detail. In 2014, the originally owned Israeli carbon-
ation-product company closed its factory in Judea and Samaria, and moved to a bigger 
plant in the Negev Desert. Birnbaum said efforts to boycott Sodastream at the time only 
had a marginal effect on the company. These boycotts were, and still are, advocated by 
the anti-Israel BDS movement, which includes calls to not purchase products made in 
the West Bank. The carbonation-product company was acquired this year by PepsiCo 
for $3.2 billion.
Convicted sex offenders, domestic abusers released 
early due to Israeli court demand

Women’s and children’s rights organizations expressed outrage on Dec. 20 after 970 
convicts, including domestic abusers and sex offenders, were released early from prison 
due to overcrowding. The release came following a ruling by the High Court of Justice 
last year that all prisoners must now be afforded more square feet of space per person than 
previously, leading to an immediate overcrowding problem. The amount of time cut off 
the sentences of the 247 domestic abusers, 49 sex criminals and other convicts was not 
publicized. “The decision may have far-reaching consequences for minors,” the Israel 
National Council for the Child said in a letter to the head of the Israel Prisons Service 
prior to the release. The letter also criticized the government for failing to issue manda-
tory monitoring orders for the sex offenders, even though some of them are “considered 
dangerous.” The Israel Women’s Network decried the early releases as “shocking and 
outrageous. ...The release of hundreds of men, without specialized and comprehensive 
treatment plans, will put many more women in a dangerous situation, even at concern 
for their lives,” Ynet reported the Israel Women’s Network group as saying. “This is a 
slap in our face.” A movement against the release is calling on women across Israel to 
strike for 25 minutes at 10 am every day until the government approves a $66 million 
budget to target violence against women, which has been stalled.
Poll shows Gaza, West Bank Arabs would vote for 
Hamas to rule P.A.

A recent poll of 1,200 Arabs in Judea, Samaria/West Bank and Gaza showed that 
if elections were held today, 49 percent of voters would vote for Hamas leader and 
arch-terrorist Ismail Haniyeh. Some 42 percent of people would vote for current in-
cumbent Mahmoud Abbas of the Fatah Party, who in January will begin his 15th year 
of an initial four-year elected term. The poll was conducted by pollster Khalil Shikaki, 
and was said to have a 3 percent margin of error. Hamas and Fatah have made several 
attempts at unification, which have broken down due to irreconcilable disagreements 
over which party should take power. In an attempt to bring Hamas to heel in Gaza, Fatah 
cut salaries to Hamas-loyal government employees in the region by 30 percent, causing 
a financial crisis. Hamas staged a bloody coup against Fatah, taking over Gaza in 2007, 
and attempted to assassinate P.A. Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah in Gaza in March.
On display in Jerusalem: Near East artifacts rescued 
from antiquity robbers

A collection of artifacts that were stolen but later rescued will be on display at the end 
of the month at the Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem. The museum will open a new exhibit 
on Dec. 30 called “Finds Gone Astray,” featuring tens of thousands of antiquities such 
as, but not limited to, stone and pottery vessels, inscribed clay tablets, coins, figurines 
and other items of significance from the ancient Near East. Some of the Mideast artifacts 
were illegally trafficked into the region, while others were unlawfully uncovered in ways 
that usually caused damage. According to the museum, “Hours of intensive detective 
work including patient surveillance, carefully planned ambushes and nightly observations 
led to successfully intercepting the thieves and retrieving these priceless artifacts. The 
rescued objects have been carefully preserved and stored, and numerous looters operating 
in Judea and Samaria have been prosecuted.” The exhibit will be the first of a new series 
of publications documenting the more than 40,000 stolen items. “The primary goal of the 
museum is to present the vital history of our region, the crossroads of the ancient world, 
through innovative exhibitions and programming,” said Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem 
Director Amanda Weiss in a statement. “ ‘Finds Gone Astray’ is a unique opportunity 
to shed light on the importance of preserving the history of our region and protecting 
our ancient sites.” “Theft and destruction of antiquities is a widespread phenomenon 
that crosses borders for a range of reasons. In Judea and Samaria specifically, there is 
rampant destruction of ancient sites caused by preparations for cultivating or building on 
the land,” said Hananya Hezmi, head of the Central Command. “The methods used by 
the antiquities looters to uncover and expose the findings are brutal, causing irreversible 
damage to both sites and the findings and clearly harming academic research.” He added 
that “we will continue to do everything in our power and invest the necessary resources 
in order to stop the damage to our shared culture and history.”

Jerusalem’s chief rabbi: Israel has obligation to help 
free Palestinians imprisoned for selling land to Jews

The Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi of Jerusalem, Aryeh Stern, issued an unprecedented halachic 
ruling that Israel has an obligation to help free Palestinians who have been imprisoned 
for selling land to Jews. In a letter sent to Lt. Col. (res.) Baruch Yedid, head of the Arab 
Affairs desk at the Zionist movement Im Tirtzu, Stern wrote that the obligation for freeing 
imprisoned Jews also applies to Palestinians jailed for selling land to Jews. Stern’s letter 
came in response to the recent abduction of Issam Akel, a resident of Jerusalem who 
was arrested by the Palestinian General Security Service on the suspicion that he had 
sold land to Jews. “In the Talmud and Jewish law, we learned that poor non-Jews need 
to make a living just like poor Jews, and so, too, this is the ruling according to which 
non-Jewish prisoners should be freed just like Jewish prisoners; it is already known 
that the commandment to free prisoners is one of the most important commandments,” 
he wrote. “Large efforts must be made to free the abducted [Issam Akel] because he is 
suspected of selling property to Jews, and anyone who is involved in this plays a part in 
the commandment to settle the land of Israel. Efforts to secure his release will encourage 
others not to be deterred or refrain from selling land, because they’ll know that they will 
be protected from anyone who seeks to harm them.” Yedid welcomed the letter, saying 
that it was a “historic and brave move” by the rabbi. “For the first time, a significant 
figure in the rabbinical institution is intervening on behalf of the Palestinians who have 
become targets for the Palestinian Authority in the capital,” said Yedid. “We hope that 
these words will lead to action, and that the rest of the authorities in Israel will act in this 
spirit and put an end to Palestinian lawlessness in Jerusalem,” continued Yedid. “The 
authorities must provide protection to Israeli residents and assert de facto sovereignty.”
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