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By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-

hamton will hold a Tot Shabbat in the Park 
on Friday, June 11, at 4 pm. The event will 
take place at pavilion number two in Arnold 
Park in Vestal. It will take place outdoors 
and all COVID protocols will be followed. 

On offer will be Shabbat snacks of grape 
juice and challah. Rabbi Benny Kellman and 
Josh Hubal will perform children’s Shabbat 
songs. There will also be readings from 
books published by Kalaniot Books, a Jew-
ish publishing house located in Susquehan-
na, PA. (For information on books published 
by the press, visit KalaniotBooks.com. To 
read an interview of one of the publishers, 
visit https://www.thereportergroup.org/ar-
chives/feature/introducing-children-to-dif-
ferent-flavors-of-judaism.)

“The Federation has received requests 
for more programming for families with 
young children, so I’m pleased to an-
nounce we will be holding our first ever Tot 
Shabbat in the Park,” said Shelley Hubal, 
executive director of the Federation. “I’m 

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-

hamton will hold its 2021 Annual Meeting 
on Wednesday, June 16, at 7 pm. The meet-
ing will be held on Zoom and anyone inter-
ested in attending should contact Shelley 
Hubal, executive director of the Federation, 
at director@jfgb.org for the link. 

“I didn’t expect that we would be having 
a second Zoom annual meeting,” Hubal said. 
“Despite the challenges of COVID-19, I am 
incredibly proud that we have been able to 
come together as a community and remain 
connected. We welcome community mem-
bers to join our annual meeting where we 
will share our vision for the year to come.”

The Federation’s Annual Report will 
be available for viewing on the Federation 
website, www.jfgb.org, and will also appear 

By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Rose Shea, director of Jewish Family 

Service, noted an increase in two types 
of phone calls during the past year. There 
were calls from people asking for financial 
or emotional support due to the COVID 
pandemic. The other calls? They were from 
people asking how they could help JFS, not 
just financially, but by offering services for 
those in need.

“The Jewish community has been very 
generous with its time and resources,” Shea 
said. She noted even though this time has 
produced “unforseen difficulties,” it hasn’t 
damped “our spirits” since the community 
has come together to help each other.

The past year has been a very busy one for 
JFS. Since Shea began working outside the 
office in March 2020, she’s received 25-30 
phone calls a month, which she calls “a big 
increase.” Shea said that many of the people 
JFS helped this past year have no family 
in the area. Their out-of-town relatives are 
often frustrated by their inability to help 
or visit, which means there is an increased 

JFS pandemic update
need for emotional support and referrals – 
for both out-of-town family members and 
those living in this area. 

According to Shea, the pandemic has 
created a great deal of insecurity and fear. 
She has worked with clients on how to 
maintain a positive perspective and manage 
their emotions. The first group to call were 
seniors, who needed help with everything 
from where to find masks to how to arrange 
for food deliveries. More recently, calls have 
been coming from those who were former-
ly employed by the hospitality industry 
(restaurants, nail salons, small businesses 
that have closed, etc.) and who are now 
facing permanent job loss.

Shea said she did a great deal of 
research to find low cost solutions to 
problems, as well as collaborating with 
other local community organizations to 
find financial resources. Not only has she 
worked with local rabbis and synagogues, 
but JFS agencies outside the area (includ-
ing Ithaca, Albany and New York City) 
have been exchanging ideas on how best 

to serve those in need. Shea believes the 
collaboration will help them find new 
avenues to supply help and reach more 
people. A local agency that is also helping 
is Catholic Charities: Shea noted that some 
members of the Jewish community feel 
uncomfortable asking JFS for help, so 
the two organizations are collaborating 
to offer them resources.

Shea noted how community members 
stepped up to help meet people’s needs. Ac-
cording to Shea, people called to ask about 
how they could help and then called back 
months later to see if she needed more help. 
This was in addition to the regular holiday 

giving that occurs every year. Volunteers 
did everything from grocery deliveries 
to making phones calls to those who felt 
isolated due to the pandemic.

Shea said she misses being in the Federa-
tion office at the JCC and seeing the people 
who used to stop by, either with questions 
or just to say hello. Even though the past 
year has have left many people feeling 
anxious, she is aware of a sense of unity in 
the community, which has been shown in 
the way people are supporting each other. 
Shea said she is very grateful for all the help 
she’s received and wanted to thank everyone 
who has stepped up to help. 

At left: More than 40 
people attended the 
Jewish Federation 
of Greater Bing-
hamton ’s  p re -
Shavuot gathering 
on May 16 in the 
Te m p l e  I s r a e l 
parking lot. The 
event  included 
readings from local 
rabbis, music and 
ice cream. (For 
more photos of the 
event, see page 7.) 

Federation hosted pre-Shavuot celebration

Federation to hold Tot 
Shabbat in the Park

looking forward to families from across the 
Jewish community having the opportunity 
to get to know each other – both parents 
and children – and to celebrate an outdoor 
Shabbat-themed event.” 

RSVPs are not required, but are appreci-
ated in order to make certain there is enough 
food for everyone. To make a reservation, 
e-mail Hubal at director@jfgb.org.

Federation to hold annual 
meeting on June 16

in the June 18 issue of The Reporter. 
Board of Directors

Slate of Officers 2021-2022: President 
Suzanne Holwitt; Immediate Past President 
Howard Warner; Vice President Mark 
Walker; Treasurer Jeff Shapiro; Assistant 
Treasurer Lee Schechter; Secretary Eileen 
Miller; Assistant Secretary Brendan Byrnes; 
Campaign Chairwoman Marilyn Bell; En-
dowment Chairman Michael Wright; and 
CRC Chairman Randy Friedman.

Board members to 2022: Rita Bleier, 
Steve Gilbert, Jeff Platsky, Rose Shapiro, 
Susan Walker and Arieh Ullmann.

Board members to 2023: Al Berk, Nancy 
Dorfman, Mark Epstein, Dennis Foreman 
and Cathy Velenchik. 

Board members to 2024: Sondra Fore-
man and Charles Gilinsky.

Esserman wins two Syracuse Press 
Club Awards

By Reporter staff
When the Syracuse Press Club sends out 

a list of its finalists, it always notes that the 
list is scrambled and that the first, second 
and third place winners will be announced 
at the annual awards banquet. This year, 
however, Rabbi Rachel Esserman, executive 
editor of The Reporter, will not have to wait 
until September to know which awards 
she’ll receive. That’s because she’s the only 

finalist in the Critique category for two of 
her book reviews.

The two reviews Esserman will receive 
awards for are “Hollywood and Jewish refu-
gees” and “Family and finding a home.” (The 
reviews can be found on The Reporter web-
site at www.thereportergroup.org/streams/
executive-editor/executive-editor-stream/
off-the-shelf-hollywood-and-jewish-ref-
ugees and www.thereportergroup.org/

past-articles/feature-book-review/feature-
book-review-stream/book-review-stream/
off-the-shelf-family-and-finding-a-home-
by-rabbi-rachel-esserman.) 

“It’s exciting to win two awards in one 
category,” Esserman said. “Both reviews 
are nonfiction, which I enjoy reading 
because it gives me a chance to learn 
something new.”

That’s true of her review of “The Sun 
and Her Stars: Salka Viertel and Hitler’s 
Exiles in the Golden Age of Hollywood” 
by Donna Rifkind. Esserman noted in her 
review that “before I read the press release 
for [Rifkind’s book], I’d never heard of Sal-
ka Viertel. While I knew that many Jewish 
and non-Jewish refugees who were actors, 
writers and directors worked in Hollywood 
or New York, her name was completely 
unfamiliar.” In the end, Esserman wrote, 
“Rifkind does an excellent job not only 
bringing Viertel’s accomplishments to light 
and proving she was a remarkable woman, 
but portraying the lives of those refugees 
who felt lost in the New World and those 
who found success.”

The “Family” review features two 
memoirs, which Esserman thought offered 
different sides of an interesting issue. 
See “Awards” on page 2
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In My Own Words

To the Editor:
In the face of COVID, Chabad of Binghamton understood 

our mandate to be more urgent than ever; people – especially 
our young people and our more vulnerable sector – needed 
community and access to important resources.

We wish to thank Dr. Regina Frantz who served as our 
medical advisor. With her counsel, we were able to devise 
protocols which enabled us to continue to have hundreds of 
students come through our doors, all in a very safe manner. 

We wish to thank Shelly Hubal, director of the Fed-
eration, who partnered with us to offer the community a 
meaningful Chanukah celebration, and Sheryl Brumer, 
director of the Jewish Community Center, who facilitated 
the Chanukah program, as well as our Purim Carnival 
on Wheels.

We wish to thank the board of Temple Israel and its 

Chabad offers thanks
president, Art Segal, for being so willing to help us host 
“Shabbat as One” in their parking lot. While we ultimately 
got “blown out” by inordinately high winds that Friday, 
we will not soon forget the kindness and hospitality of 
the temple.

Lastly, we thank the volunteers who helped to deliver 
meals to community members before Jewish holidays and 
many a Shabbat.

Over and over again, we remark on how blessed we are 
to be a part of this unusual community of people endowed 
with a largesse of spirit and “can do” spirit.

Together, we were able to make a difficult year much 
more bearable, and even joyous, for so many.

We can’t wait to see everyone in person!
Sincerely,

Rabbi Aaron and Rivky Slonim

One of my favorite memories of freshman year in college 
took place in a literature seminar: the students in the class 
got our English professor to admit that “Moby Dick” was 
a poorly written book. When I was in rabbinical school, I 
learned that the Herman Melville novel was the favorite 
book of one of my friends. He thought it was funny that 
I hated a book he loved, which taught me that you don’t 
have to agree on everything to be good friends. You just 
have to respect your friend enough to allow them to have 
their own beliefs. Or to summarize what a college friend 
told me after we had a disagreement: she always gave me 
the benefit of the doubt, assuming that her smart friend had 
a good reason for having such a stupid opinion.

Unfortunately, far too few people are currently giving 
others that benefit of the doubt. I’m not just talking about 
politics – although that has played a major role in disagree-
ments the last few years – but everything from people’s 
right to disagree about religion, sexuality, Israel, politics, 
etc. I want to be clear that I’m not talking about harmful 
acts: no one has the right to hurt anyone else except in clear 
self-defense (which, by the way, is allowed in Judaism). But 
with so many societal changes happening, there are going 

In preparation for the Federation annual meeting on 
June 16, I’ve spent time reflecting on the past year and 
creating a vision for the year to come. (For information 
about how to attend the meeting, see the article on page 1.) 
The pandemic brought with it unprecedented challenges, 
but it also brought out the best in our community. 

In response to the crises we faced, community members 
gave compassionately to our Annual Campaign and to 
Jewish Family Service. These dollars helped us to sustain 
our local Jewish institutions and support our struggling 
neighbors in their time of need. Every donation counts, 
no matter how big or small. 

The Federation sponsored two outdoor drive-in events 
and eight communitywide Zoom events in the past year. 

With gratitude
We gathered to celebrate Chanukah and Shavuot, to pray 
together, to watch and discuss films, to listen to Ambassador 
Michael Oren discuss his book of short stories, to com-
memorate Yom Hashoah and to tour a Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
exhibit. Virtual programming enabled us to reach Jewish 
community members both far and near. It was uplifting to 
spend time with the many who joined our events during 
this time of isolation.

It is impossible to predict what the new year will bring. 
Will we meet in person or continue to hold events virtu-
ally? My best guess is we will be doing some of both. 
In the coming year, we intend to engage young families 
through targeted programming. Our upcoming event, Tot 
Shabbat in the Park on June 11, is intended to do just that. 

(For more information on the Tot Shabbat program, see 
the article on page 1.) Our annual Campaign will kickoff 
on August 29 with a viewing of the film “Fiddler: A Mir-
acle of Miracles.” Everyone on the Film Fest Committee 
agreed this is a joyous film that will be loved by all. We 
hope to once again gather on the Sunday between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur at the Temple Israel Cemetery 
to remember Holocaust victims at the Get Together Club 
Holocaust Memorial. 

Whatever comes our way, Federation will be sure to act 
with chesed and put the needs of our community and its 
organizations at the forefront of all we do. From the staff 
and board of the Jewish Federation, I extend my warmest 
wishes to all of you for a happy and healthy summer.

Difference of opinion
to be differences of opinion and we need to respect them. 

Now, I find most of those societal changes a positive 
thing: I support the idea that Black Lives Matter, even if I 
don’t always agree with what the leaders say or do. I am a 
firm supporter of Israel’s right to exist even if I don’t agree 
with everything its government does. I am also a patriotic 
American, even when I thought one of our presidents was 
encouraging people to break the law. I believe everyone has 
a right to their own sexuality, even when I find there are 
many types of sexuality of which I was unaware. I believe 
that people have a right to feel safe in every environment, 
although the definition of what that means is in flux. 

But not everyone agrees on what changes need to 
be made. One debate is about the use of pronouns. For 
example, some non-binary individuals want to get rid of 
all gender-based pronouns and have one gender neutral 
pronoun for everyone. However, some transgendered in-
dividuals feel they’ve had to fight for their new pronoun 
– whether that pronoun is he or she – and want to own 
that gendered pronoun. Plus, some cisgender individuals 
(those whose gender matches their assigned birth gender) 
feel they have a right to pick their own pronoun, whether 

it’s male, female or gender neutral. Does everyone have 
to agree on the same option, or should people be allowed 
to pick the one option they feel most comfortable with?

When I think of my own life, I think of two friends with 
whom I greatly disagree. The first is a political disagreement: 
she voted for Donald Trump, at least in the first election. I 
have not asked why, nor have I asked if she voted for him 
in the second one. This is someone who has not only stood 
by me for decades, but whom I know to be a good person. 
She is too important to me to let political differences drive 
us apart. My other friend has become a fervent Christian. 
She lives in a different state so most of our communication 
is by e-mail. The majority of her letters end with the hope 
that I will find Jesus and be saved. I just ignore that part 
because I know she means well and, for her, that is the 
greatest hope she can offer me.

One author I love has recently been pilloried for her 
comments on... Well, it doesn’t really matter, does it? I don’t 
expect the writers, artists, musicians, etc., whose work I 
like to agree with me on every issue. I can still enjoy their 
work. OK, I admit that sometimes a person goes too far 
and makes comments I find offensive. Then I won’t support 
them, but they still have a right to that opinion, even if I 
find it offensive. Let’s be honest: all of us have an opinion 
that someone in the world finds offensive. Supporters of 
Israel are discovering just how true that is.

Speaking of offensive and problematic statements: do 
we have the right to censor what other people say or write? 
Yes, if it calls for violence: we have the right to protect our 
citizens against that. But what if it’s just a crass remark? 
You might not want to be friends with that person and I 
agree that you can complain to your supervisor in a work 
situation, but the question of whether that is a firing offense 
is being argued about right now. In a perfect world, no one 
would make that kind of comment, but unfortunately we 
don’t live a perfect world. 

What I find is that I keep debating and rethinking these 
issues and sometimes come up with different answers. 
That’s because new discussions keeping appearing and offer 
insights on both sides. What we do need to remember is 
that we are all a product of our times: when I think about 
how my opinions have changed over the years as I’ve 
learned and grown, it surprises me. Not everyone wants to 
change, though. Should we punish them if they don’t? Our 
answers may say as much about us as it does about them.

“The books both talk about families who lost members 
during the Holocaust,” she said. “What was fascinating 
is that one family returned to live in Austria, while a 
member of the other refused to set foot in Ukraine and 
was fearful when her daughter wanted to travel there. 
The contrast between the two made reading the books 

Awards Continued from page 1
together a more powerful experience.” At the end of her 
review, Esserman noted that “the stories complement 
each other, while, at the same time, showing the different 
directions people’s lives took in the aftermath of World 
War II and the Holocaust.”

While Esserman said she was very pleased to win the 

two awards, her love of reading and writing is the true 
impetus behind the reviews. “That’s what keeps my job 
fresh,” she added. “There’s always something interesting 
to read and experience. I’m also the rare writer who loves 
rewriting: playing with the words and making a piece better 
is a challenge I enjoy.” 
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The Jewish Community Center will hold an adult “Wine 
and Paint” class on Sunday, June 27, beginning at 1 pm. The 
cost is $30 for JCC members and $45 for non-members. 
The entire community is welcome to attend.

The class, run by JCC youth director and licensed art 
educator Nora Graven, is an opportunity for any adult to 
complete their own painting, guided by art teachers. Can-
vases, all paint and brushes, wine and light refreshments 
will be provided for the event. 

Brummer
Ada Brummer celebrated her 100th birthday on June 

1 with a party given by her children and grandchildren. 
Brummer’s children are Susan Herzog, Jane Williams and 
Charles Brummer. She has seven grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

Beth David Sisterhood will hold its closing meeting for 
the 2020-21 season via Zoom on Wednesday, June 9, at 7 
pm. “It is fervently hoped that this will be the last time a 
Zoom meeting will be necessary because of health con-
cerns,” said meeting organizers. “We invite those reading 
this to join us.”

Organizers added, “During the meeting there will be a 
review of our activities during the past season and we will 
begin to plan for the future. Any ideas for programs for next 
season will gladly be accepted and considered. We try to 
include a variety of programs ranging from educational to 
entertaining. Jewish content or relevancy is always a plus.”

The slate of officers for 2021-22 will be presented and 
voted on. There will be three co-vice presidents: Marlene 

BD Sisterhood to hold closing meeting June 9
Serkin (vice president of fund-raising), Susan Wright (vice 
president of programming) and Cathy Velenchik (vice pres-
ident of service). Susan Hubal will continue as secretary 
and the new treasurer will be Kerry Wright.

Payment for donor and mitzvah cards are still being 
accepted by Serkin. Sisterhood thanks it friends and mem-
bers for their generosity.

The Zoom link for the meeting will be sent to everyone 
on the Sisterhood and Beth David mailing lists. Anyone 
who does not receive either of these mailings should contact 
Serkin at marserkin@gmail.com, or Rabbi Zev Silber at 
rabbisilber@stny.rr.com.

“The meeting will conclude with a brief program of 
YouTube videos, which we hope will send everyone off 

to their summer enjoyments with a smile on their face,” 
organizers said.

JCC to hold “Wine and Paint” 
afternoon on June 27

Adults of all skill levels are welcome to attend and 
will receive guidance from Graven. Those who plan 
to attend must pre-register and prepay with the JCC 
main office to ensure space. All proceeds from the 
class will go to benefit Camp JCC programming and 
scholarships. 

For more information about the event, JCC Youth 
Programming, Camp JCC or the JCC, contact the JCC 
office at 724-2417.

The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to the family of

Richard Fischer

The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to Rabbi Lance Sussman on the 

death of his mother,
Freda S. Sussman

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

On  the  Jewish  food scene
Jewish summer food has been on my mind now that the 

hot weather has hit – or rather the lack of food that could be 
called that. The only specific Jewish summer food I remember 
from my childhood is the cold borscht my father used to eat: 
the beet soup turned a beautiful pink color when he added 
sour cream. No one else in the family ate it, including my 
mother. I have no idea if it was any good: I think I refused 
to taste it. Funny, because now I like beets: cold, raw ones 
are great in a salad, although I usually buy canned ones, 
drain them and marinate them in salad dressing.

The big summer food in my house was fruit, at least 
for me and my mom. We both love watermelon. Now, my 
mom would always graciously let us kids have first choice 
in food, except for that specific food. She made that very 
clear, saying, “There is no mother-daughter relationship 
when it comes to watermelon.” Those were the years when 
watermelon was only available in August so you needed 
to “eat fast” – at least, according to my mom.

Every summer, I also look forward to cherry season. 
Thirty years ago, there was a very short season for cherries, 
especially if you didn’t want to pay a fortune. They were 
only plentiful for about two weeks in June, and my mom 
and I could eat dozens of them at a time. When I was on 
a medically restricted diet in rabbinical school, I was only 
allowed to eat 10 cherries at a time. You have no idea how 
hard it was to stick to that. While I wouldn’t go past that 
limit, I did break another restriction: I was only supposed to 
have fruit two or, at the most, three times a day. I spread the 
cherries out and ate them at least three or four times each day. 

When I spent 10 months in Israel during rabbinical 
school, the big treat was mangoes – inexpensive mangoes, 
that is – that were available for most of the year. I think I 
ate more mangoes during that time than I have the rest of 
my life combined. Another Israeli staple that also worked 
for summer were salads made of tomatoes and cucumbers. 
I had three Israeli roommates and they ate some variation 
of those with each meal. I could never figure out how they 
were going to chop those veggies: each meal seemed to 
yield a slightly different version of the dish.

I know people think of barbecues as summer food, but 
they didn’t grow up with my father. He hated cookouts: 

“The food is always burned on the outside and raw on the 
inside!” My mother would periodically buy a grill and try 
to cook out, but that never seemed to work out. A friend 
used to grill food for my mom and me during the summer 
months when we had dinner at her house: my mom is a 
vegetarian, but Portobello mushrooms are great cooked on 
a grill. As for me, I also enjoyed the chicken she grilled. 
(I’m a big chicken fan, but don’t cook it. The reason for 
that is a story for a different column.) 

Of course, tuna salad and veggie salads work for sum-
mertime and, while we might not specifically call them 
Jewish food, a lot of Jews eat them. The same friend I 
mentioned above used to make us a summer salad with 
tuna, cold potatoes, cold green beans, lettuce, tomatoes and 
olives. That was a good one-dish hearty meal. I’ve read 
about a Russian variation of this salad, but I’m not sure if 
that’s where her recipe came from.

But my summer favorites will always be fruit. In ad-
dition to watermelon and cherries, I love a good peach. 
You know, the type whose juice runs down your arm when 
you bite into it. A really good peach can be hard to find 
here because too many of them are mealy inside. I miss 
the days when a different friend lived in New Jersey: we 
would stop at a fruit stand and buy the best peaches you’d 
ever want to eat. Oh, those peaches were so good even 
thinking about them makes me drool! But whatever fresh 
fruit or veggie you like, make sure to have plenty of them 
during the summer. It’s one of the best parts of the season. 

Jewish summer food?
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ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

Graphic Artist
Part-time, in-house Graphic Artist

for The Reporter Group, flexible hours 
(10 hours minimum), responsible for:

Web experience preferred.
Please e-mail resume and cover letter to: 
rachel@thereportergroup.org with 
“graphic artist” in the subject line.

• Newspaper ad make-up
• Photo scanning
• InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop 
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RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

To advertise, contact Charlie Pritchett at 724-2360,
ext. 244, or advertising@thereportergroup.org

Coming to our
July 2
issue... Family 

Living
and

Published by the Jewish   Federation of Greater Binghamton

Pets
We’ll be featuring advertisers that focus on health, 

wellness, education, family planning for fun & education 
and for your children’s future. If you or your business fits 
into any of these or other categories in relation to Family 

Living, or if you have any special services for the family pet 
and their well-being, reserve your ad space now!

Issue date: July 2 • Ad deadline: June 24

Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Spoiler alert: Rabbi Wayne Allen’s “Thinking about 
Good and Evil: Jewish Views from Antiquity to Moder-
nity” (The Jewish Publication Society) does not solve the 
theological problem of good and evil. In fact, Allen notes 
that’s not even the purpose of his book. Instead, he offers 
“readers a guided tour through selected important sources 
in the Jewish tradition that explore good and evil.” That 
includes critiques on each, noting the difficulties other 
scholars and philosophers have with every suggestion.

According to Allen, underlying these discussion is the 
problem of theodicy, which he defines as “a response to 
what theists – believers in God – see as the flaw in the 
operation of the universe.” This flaw occurs because Jewish 
theology is based on three premises: a) an entity known as 
God exists, b) that this God is all-powerful and all-knowing 
and c) that this God is perfectly good. Since Judaism has 
only one deity – rather than one deity who is the source of 
good and another who is the source of evil – the question 
becomes “how can God and evil exist in the same world?” 
Theologians and philosophers over the centuries have tried 
to solve this conundrum, but no one solution has satisfied 
all spiritual seekers.

“Thinking about Good and Evil” offers a mostly chrono-
logical look at Jewish thought, presenting ideas from the 
biblical text before showing the changes that occurred 
during the rabbinic period. Medieval philosophers built 
on rabbinic ideas, while early modern and modern philos-
ophers went in different directions, sometimes dismissing 
one or more of the original premises about God. The work 
also looks at how Kabbalah and Chasidic masters viewed 
the subject. The final section discusses three different ap-
proaches philosophers have taken to explain the Holocaust.

The Bible contains several different ideas about good 

Two novels written almost 80 years apart. Two authors 
describing a reality that borders on absurdity. Two characters 
whose flight from the Nazis mixes humor and horror. These 
statements only partly describe “The Passenger” by Ulrich 
Alexander Boschwitz (Metropolitan Books) and “Nothing 
the Same, Everything Haunted: The Ballad of Motl the 
Cowboy” by Gary Barwin (Random House Canada). One 
work offers a view of Jewish life just as the Nazis began 
their reign of terror, while the other looks back at events 
that took place decades before. 

It’s difficult to believe that “The Passenger” was writ-
ten in 1938, shortly after Kristallnacht, but before the full 
extent of the Nazis’ plans for the Jewish population of 
Europe were revealed. Boschwitz was fortunate to leave 
Germany in 1935 and, after time in Norway and France, 
arrived in England in 1939. Unfortunately, once World War 
II began, he was treated as an enemy alien and transported 
to Australia. Although he was allowed to return to England 
in 1942, the 27-year-old author died when his ship was 
torpedoed by a German submarine. An early version of 
“The Passenger” had been published shortly after it was 
written, but the book sank into anonymity until the origi-
nal German manuscript was found in a Frankfurt archive. 

Good and evil
and evil. Some books state that evil as a rejection of God 
and God’s laws, and note that evil doers will be punished 
for their sins. Other books, such as Job, question whether 
God can be called just if good people suffer for no reason. 
The writers of Psalms suggest that suffering is not always 
evil because it builds character. There is no one resolution, 
although the suggestion offered in the book of Daniel – that 
there is an afterlife – was built on during the rabbinic period.

The ancient rabbis offered new ideas to explain away 
the problem of theodicy. According to Allen, the rabbis 
introduced such ideas as “an immortal and immaterial soul, 
an afterlife, chastisements of love, and the evil inclination” 
to explain good and evil. The rabbis might say they were 
not doing anything new, but merely mining the biblical text 
for what it could teach them. However, the idea that people 
will be rewarded in an afterlife is a radical one not found 
in the laws of the first five books of the Bible.

Medieval philosophers offer many different opinions, but 
most seemed to agree that “God protects the innocent and 
punishes the wicked. If that does not seem to be true, then 
it is not because of divine failing, but because of human 
misperception.” While mystics were generally interested in 
explaining the origin of good and evil, they also offered a 
new idea: transmigration of the soul, meaning that someone 
could be punished in this life for something their soul had 
done in a previous life. The Chasidic movement suggested 
that suffering could be a test of a person’s character and 
that an individual’s suffering might be for the good of the 
community, ultimately leading to national redemption.

Early modern and modern philosophers offer a wide 
variety of ideas, including the radical suggestion that the 
original premises about God are false. Their thoughts 
include the idea that God does not act in history (and 

therefore isn’t responsible for what happens to us); that 
there is no such thing as evil, just humans incorrectly 
viewing natural events as evil; that one must live with 
the unsatisfying reality that evil exists; or that God is 
powerless to help humans. 

Allen notes that there have been three general responses 
to the Holocaust. The first is the most traditional, claiming 
that the Holocaust was the result of “the sins of the people, 
from personal sins to the sins of intermarriage to the failed 
moral leadership of the rabbis and scholars who did not 
do enough to keep the people committed to upholding 
God’s law.” Some members of this group also feel that 
the Holocaust was no different from other Jewish disas-
ters, except in scope. Radical revisionists see traditional 
theology as invalid. They suggest either new definitions of 
God (limiting the scope of what God can do) or rejecting 
God, suggesting it’s impossible to worship a deity who 
would allow this to happen. Allen called the third group 
“deflectors,” noting they accept there is no answer. For 
them, what matters are the actions humanity now takes as 
it lives in the shadow of that evil. 

While there are no final answers offered in “”Thinking 
about Good and Evil,” Allen believes it’s important to 
understand Jewish philosophical thought about good 
and evil in order to better realize the importance of what 
he calls the “two quintessential Jewish values: justice 
and goodness.” He challenges readers to see where they 
agree or disagree with each philosopher, which may 
help them to devise their own personal theology. His 
book would work well in a classroom setting or for a 
discussion group about theology. Anyone interested in 
the subject of good and evil should enjoy this interesting 
and provocative work.

Reality meets absurdity
What’s amazing is not only how fresh the novel feels, but 
how Boschwitz manages to predict the future reactions of 
Jews and Gentiles. 

The plot focuses on Otto Silbermann, a Berlin busi-
nessman who is also a veteran of World War I. That fact, 
however, does not prevent the Nazis from knocking on his 
apartment door to arrest him after Kristallnacht. Although 
he manages to escape, nowhere is really safe for him. Otto 
may not look Jewish, but his official papers identify him 
as such. Friends and business partners won’t help because 
they either fear for their own welfare or see his troubles an 
opportunity for advancement. First looking for assistance 
and then escape, Otto finds himself boarding trains that 
crisscross Germany and meeting far too many people who 
support the Nazi cause.

“The Passenger” is both realistic and satirical. There is 
a wonderful scene in a police station that could have been 
written by Franz Kafka, since even when Otto is in the right, 
being Jewish condemns his every complaint. Although 
a friend notes that “it’s Jewish blood that’s bringing the 
German people together. And I fail to see why my friend 
Silbermann of all people should wind up as glue,” that 
same friend offers little to Otto in the way of safety. Otto 
feels as if he is being singled out, noting that “they [the 

Germans] have declared war on me, on me personally. 
That’s what it is. War has just been declared on me once 
and for all and right now I’m completely on my own – in 
enemy territory” and that “a Jew in Germany without 
money is like an unfed animal in a cage, something utterly 
hopeless,” since it’s only because he was cash for train 
tickets that he is able to continue running. The absurdity 
of the situation is clear when he suggests that Jews have 
“become a business opportunity for our enemies, and a 
danger for our friends. And in the end we’re blamed for 
our own bad luck.” Otto also offers a prophetic take on 
what occurred later in the war: “Perhaps [the Nazis will] 
carefully undress us first and then kill us, so our clothes 
won’t get bloody and our banknotes won’t get damaged. 
These days murder is performed economically.” 

At first, the ending of “The Passenger” didn’t seem to 
flow organically, but, after some thought, it makes sense 
because of the author’s limited knowledge at the time of 
its writing. It also emphasizes the absurdity of Otto’s sit-
uation. Reading about what happened in Germany written 
at the same time the events were taking place makes this 
work particularly poignant and a welcome addition to 
Holocaust literature.

While Otto in “The Passenger” considered himself fully 
German, Motl, the main character in “Nothing the Same, 
Everything Haunted” may live in Lithuania, but no one 
thinks of him as anything other than Jewish. That’s even 
clearer once the Germans invade. Like Otto, Motl decides 
to flee, but in this case he’s looking for something specific: 
See “Reality” on page 7

Hillel Academy seeks new
administrative assistant

Hillel is looking for a new administrative assistant 
beginning full time in the Fall. We will train the

individual in May & June. Candidates should email
Joy Yarkoni at joyyarkoni@gmail.com

Job Description: Corresponding and interfacing with state 
and district offices, on behalf of the school. Knowledge of 
Covid PPP funding, private school grants, scholarships, and 
the ability to research & apply for relevant applications 
for private school funding, and endowments in a creative 
and professional timely manner. Ensuring that school is in 
compliance with state and federal regulations. ProperBook-
keeping and payroll-- including taxes, accounts receivable, 
accounts payable, etc. 

Preparing financial reports for the board and CPA. Main-
taining files of current and prospective students -- contact 
information, academic files, and health records. Ordering 
office supplies for teachers. Opening and distributing mail. 
Supervising students during recess and at other times, as 
needed. Walking students over to the JCC for UPK and Kids 
Connection. Taking and distributing email and phone
messages to teachers, parents, and students. Assisting 
Journal committee with all aspects of the Annual Journal 
Fundraiser. Drafting and sending correspondence about
school events, schedule, and other matters to parents. 
Troubleshooting office equipment. Answering and directing 
phone calls.

Skills: Written and verbal communication. Bookkeeping 
(Quickbooks Desktop and/or Online). Proficiency in Micro-
soft Office Suite and Google Suite, including Onedrive and 
Google Drive.
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If your baby was born between July 
2020 and July 2021, submit your 
baby’s picture to The Reporter for 
the annual Family Focus issue, 
which will be published on July 
2. Pictures must be delivered by 
Tuesday, June 22. Parents and 
grandparents are welcome to put a 
photo into an envelope and stop by or mail 
it to The Reporter’s office at the JCC (500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850), or 

The Reporter wants the 
community to kvell with you

e - m a i l as a JPG or TIF to TReporter@
aol.com with “baby photo” in 
the subject line. Please include 
the baby’s name, sex, date of 
birth, parents’ names, and liv-
ing grandparents’ names and 
great-grandparents’ names.

Photos may be picked up at 
The Reporter after July 5 or include a 
self-addressed stamped envelope and it 
will be mailed back to you.

  Please support these 
Dine Out advertisers! 

Order take out or purchase gift certificates to support 
them during the pandemic.

BILL SIMONS

Jewish Baseball Players

Andy Cohen was not the first Jewish ma-
jor leaguer. That distinction belongs to Lip 
Pike, a good hitting outfielder who played 
in the maiden seasons of both the National 
Association (1871) and the National League 
(1876). Nor was Cohen the best Jewish 
baseball player. A couple of guys named 
Greenberg and Koufax compete for that 
designation. However, no ballplayer was 
ever marketed more aggressively for their 
Jewishness than Cohen. The hyperbole 
surrounding Cohen, the New York Giants’ 
Jewish second baseman, constitutes a 
quixotic episode in baseball’s ethnic past. 

During the Jazz Age, baseball reached 
its pinnacle both as the national pastime 
and as an entertainment spectacle. Fueled 
by Babe Ruth’s outsized personality and 
bombastic home runs, the once lowly New 
York Yankees, formerly Polo Grounds ten-
ants of the mighty New York Giants, became 
the toast of the town. Starting in 1923, the 
Yankees played before record grounds in 
the House that Ruth Built, Yankee Stadium. 
The Giants sought to regain their pride of 
place on the field and at the box office – and 
finding a Jewish gate attraction was part of 
that strategy. 

John J. McGraw, the Giants’ legendary 
manager, conducted an indefatigable search 
for a good Jewish baseball player. With a 
financial interest in the Giants, McGraw 
reasoned that a Jewish star would lure New 
York’s large Jewish population to the Polo 
Grounds. Jews had already demonstrated 
their willingness to buy tickets to cheer on 
lightweight champion Benny Leonard and 
other Jewish boxers. Unlike boxing, how-
ever, which had produced several Jewish 
titlists and contenders by the mid-1920s, 
baseball had yet to feature a great Jewish 
player. About 1,750,000 Jews lived in the 
New York City of the mid-1920s, and a 
Jewish standard bearer had the potential 
to greatly augment a team’s attendance 
revenues. Jack Levy, Harry Rosenberg and 
Moses Solomon, “the Rabbi of Swat,” all 
received trials with the Giants before failing 
McGraw. For a time, however, it appeared 
that McGraw had found an authentic Jewish 
star in Andy Cohen.

Cohen grew up in El Paso, TX. Although 
the Jewish community in El Paso was small 
and well assimilated, the Cohen children 
attended a cheder (Jewish school) and 
Friday evening services. At El Paso High 
School, Andy excelled in baseball, foot-
ball and basketball. He received a football 
scholarship to the University of Alabama, 
where he also played varsity basketball and 
baseball, and pledged a Jewish fraternity. 
At the conclusion of his junior year, Andy 
was elected captain of the next season’s 
baseball team, the first Jew ever elected to 
an athletic captaincy at Alabama, but Co-
hen left college that summer to play minor 
league baseball.

Andy Cohen: Marketing a Jewish ballplayer
Primarily a second baseman, the 5’8”, 

160-pound Cohen played for Waco of the 
Texas League in 1925 and part of 1926. 
McGraw gave him a 32-game trial with the 
Giants late in the 1926 season, but Cohen 
hit only .257 and returned to the minors 
the following year for seasoning. Andy 
had a great year for Buffalo of the strong 
International League in 1927, hitting .353 
and knocking in 118 runs. McGraw now 
felt confident enough of Cohen’s talents 
to trade away his star second baseman, the 
cantankerous Rogers Hornsby, one of the 
greatest hitters in the history of baseball.

New York’s Jewish community wel-
comed Cohen and most of his teammates 
were friendly, but he attracted the ire of 
Jew-baiters in 1928. One persistent writer 
sent unsigned letters for three months that 
addressed Cohen as “you stupid Hebe,” 
and Baseball Magazine described Cohen 
in stereotypical fashion: “Hebrew nose,” 
“black beady eyes” and “thick eyebrows.” A 
cartoon portrayed Cohen fans with beards, 
long coats and spouting Yiddish dialogue. 

Overall, however, Cohen had a great time 
in 1928. The Giants won their opening game 
against Hornsby’s new team, the Boston 
Braves, 5-2 with Cohen accounting for four 
runs. At the end of the game, Jewish fans 
ran on to the field and paraded Cohen on 
their shoulders. Cohen got off to a strong 
start, hitting over .300 during the early part 
of the season. The young man from El Paso 
was the pride of New York Jewry. 

With appellations such as “the young 
Semite” and “Moses,” sportswriters con-
tinually emphasized Cohen’s religion. Even 
The New York Times gave his ascension 
front-page coverage. The Jewish Daily 
Forward started to print Giants’ box scores 
on page one. A cartoon showed a Jewish 
mother imploring her son to eat his chicken 
soup with the assurance that the mixture was 
responsible for Andy Cohen’s success. Polo 
Grounds vendors sold ice cream Cohens, 

and some Jewish fans, new to baseball, 
asked for seats right behind second base, 
close to Andy. Sportswriter Paul Gallico 
raised a caveat: “Andy is forced to parade 
his religion and commercialize it whether he 
wants to or not.” Cohen, however, enjoyed 
the hoopla.

Cohen’s batting trailed off as the 1928 
season progressed, but he finished the cam-
paign with a solid .274 mark. In 1929, he 
hit .294 and continued to perform well in 
the field. Nevertheless, McGraw felt Cohen 
was slowing down, hampered by an old 
football injury, and sent the second baseman 
to Newark of the International League. 

Andy’s major league career ended be-
fore his 25th birthday. McGraw planned to 
bring Cohen back to New York after Andy 
hit .317 for Newark in 1931, but the sec-
ond baseman broke his ankle, and illness 
forced McGraw to retire from baseball the 
next year. Cohen never received another 
chance to play in the major leagues. Minor 

league playing and managing, interrupted 
by World War II service, occupied Cohen’s 
next three decades. 

In 1960, after a 31-year absence, Cohen 
returned to the major leagues as a coach for 
the Philadelphia Phillies. When manager 
Eddie Sawyer resigned after losing the sea-
son opener, the Phillies hired Gene Mauch 
to replace him. Mauch, however, could not 
join the team in time for the second game 
so Andy Cohen took the reins. The Phillies 
beat the Braves 5-4 in 10 innings. Cohen 
resumed his coaching duties when Mauch 
arrived. Cohen would point out that no 
manager in baseball history ever topped 
his 1.000 winning percentage. 

Bill Simons is a professor of history at 
SUNY Oneonta, whose course offerings 
include sport and ethnic history. He is also 
the co-director of The Cooperstown Sym-
posium on Baseball and American Culture, 
and served as a speaker for the New York 
Council on the Humanities.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
First tourists arrive in Israel 
after more than a year

For the first time in more than a year, 
foreign tourists arrived in Israel on May 
27 after the country has vaccinated the 
majority of its citizens and drastically 
reduced the rates of COVID-19 in the 
country. Israeli Minister of Tourism Orit 
Farkash-Hakohen welcomed a group of 12 
Christian pilgrims arriving from St. Louis. 
Groups of vaccinated tourists of up to 30 
are being allowed into Isreal. The Tourism 
Ministry said about 20 groups are expected 
to travel under the pilot program that lasts 
until June 15. 

Annual Campaign  Annual Campaign  2 0 2 12 0 2 1
I t ' s  n e v e r  t o o  l a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  I t ' s  n e v e r  t o o  l a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  
J e w i s h  F e d e r a t i o n !J e w i s h  F e d e r a t i o n !
To make a pledge/payment:

1) Visit the Federation website at www.jfgb.org/2021-cam-
paign and click on either “Make 2021 Pledge Now!” or “Pay 
2021 Pledge Now!”

2) Pledges and payments (checks should be made payable 
to “Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton”) can be 
mailed to The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, 
500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850

3) Fill out the form in this ad and mail it to the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Binghamton, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal, NY 13850

Mail this form to:

Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, 500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850

Name: __________________________
Street Address: ____________________________
City: _______________________
State: _______________
Zip Code: ___________
Phone number : ___________________
Amount of pledge: ___________

S u p p o r t  c o m m u n i t yS u p p o r t  c o m m u n i t y
p r o g r a m m i n g  l i k e  t h e  p r o g r a m m i n g  l i k e  t h e  
H a n u k k a h  D r i v e  u p  e v e n t !H a n u k k a h  D r i v e  u p  e v e n t !
  
E v e n  d u r i n g  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  E v e n  d u r i n g  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t i m e ,  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  s t r i v e s  t i m e ,  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  s t r i v e s  
t o  k e e p  u s  a l l  c o n n e c t e d !t o  k e e p  u s  a l l  c o n n e c t e d !

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday: 11am - 8pm • Closed Sunday and Monday

      3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal, NY
607-217-5288    WWW.BASHASGRILL.COM

Catering
Extra Parking in Rear

WIFI

Lunch Combo $9.27
11:00am - 3:00pm

Your Choice of 1 Sandwich 
(Beef/Chicken Shawarma or 

Falafel)
1 Side (Salad, French Fries or Rice)

and any drink out of the fridge

Delivery through 
BingBites

Call or place your order online through 
our website. Curbside ordering option 

is available!

Follow us on        for up to date information
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RABBI SUZANNE BRODY, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND YOUTH PROGRAMMING, 
TEMPLE BETH EL, ITHACA

Weekly Parasha
Shelach Lecha, Numbers 13:1-15:41 

See “Ideal” on page 8

Congregational Notes

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345, E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairwoman: Abby Cohn
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: David Regenspan 
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 336-1523
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-265-
3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi-Cantor: George Hirschfeld
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious Scahool/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 722-7514, Fax: 722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 10 am-1 pm; Wed. closed; 
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 10 am-1 pm
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bethdavidbinghamton

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi Aaron and Rivkah Slonim, Directors
E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu 
   rslonim@chabadofbinghamton.com
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Rabbi Zalman and Rochel Chein, Education
E-mail: zchein@Jewishbu.com, rchein@Jewishbu.com
Rabbi Levi and Hadasa Slonim, Downtown and Development
Chabad Downtown Center: 60 Henry St., Binghamton
E-mail: lslonim@Jewishbu.com, hslonim@Jewishbu.com
Rabbi Yisroel and Goldie Ohana, Programming
E-mail: yohana@Jewishbu.com, gohana@Jewishbu.com
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Chabad will be holding pre-Shabbat virtual pro-
grams. For more information, visit www.JewishBU.
com/S2020Partnership.

Synagogues limit face-to-face gatherings
For specific information regarding services (including 
online services), meetings and classes at any of the 
area synagogues, contact them by phone or e-mail. 

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Carol Levine, 315-696-5744
Cemetery Committee, 315-696-5744
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Temple-Brith-
Sholom-114006981962930/
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the Facebook page or weekly e-mail for 
upcoming services. Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Rachel Safman
Rabbi Emeritus: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Presidents: David Weiner and Linda Aigen
Sisterhood President: Julie Paige
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced. 
Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sun. and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sun., 9 am-12:30 pm and Wed. afternoons, 3:45-5:45 pm. The 
Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes will meet 
at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

For upcoming services and events on Zoom, visit 
www.tinyurl.com/HappeningAtTBE.

Friday, June 4, light candles before .................... 8:17 pm
Saturday, June 5, Shabbat ends .......................... 9:18 pm
Friday, June 11, light candles before .................. 8:21 pm
Saturday, June 12, Shabbat ends ........................ 9:22 pm
Friday, June 18, light candles before .................. 8:24 pm
Saturday, June 19, Shabbat ends ........................ 9:25 pm

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org; E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Denice Cassaro and Nomi Talmi
Rabbi: Shifrah Tobacman
Education Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Bnai Mitzvah Coordinator: Michael Margolin
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise notes. 
Contemplative morning services every Tuesday. Saturday 
mornings, Gan Shabbat, and other special services at least 
once a month Call for the weekly schedule.
Jewish Learning Experiences (JLE) for kindergarten through 
seventh grade meets on Sunday mornings. Sixth and Seventh 
grade also meets on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Education: Available throughout the year. Check the 
website or call the office for details.

Temple Concord
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcordbinghamton@gmail.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.
Hebrew school: Hebrew school meets at 4:15 pm and 5:15 pm on 
Tues. and Thurs. during the school year unless otherwise noted.

All services and programs are online only.
Friday, June 4: 7:30 pm, Shabbat services with Rabbi 

Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jason Flatt on Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82733826834?pwd=blRDaD-
V6dHR1MjVaY0JoRmMzVU05QT09, meeting ID 827 
3382 6834 and passcode 880491.

Saturday, June 5: 9:15 am, Torah study at https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/88298087579?pwd=eTVkMDRVVlpwTmZ-
vMkdYTm1OK0w1Zz09, meeting ID 882 9808 7579 and 
passcode 676707; and 7 pm, “Havdalah with a Bonus” 
featuring Sisterhood Board Installation in the Dorothy Scha-
grin Garden and online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89741791260?pwd=MzZNQ0trQWhycGFZdzloczEx-
UkhXdz09, meeting ID 897 4179 1260 and passcode 408279. 

Sunday, June 6: 10 am-2 pm, rummage sale – buy one 
item, get one free.

Tuesday, June 8: 6:30 pm, Executive Board meeting; and 
7:30 pm, general board meeting.

Friday, June 11: 4 pm, Federation Tot Shabbat program. 
(For more information, see the article on page 1.)

Sunday, June 13: 10 am-2 pm, Sisterhood rummage 
sale, $5 a bag.

Thursday, June 17: 7:30 pm, “Racism and the Jewish 
Perspective” with Rabbi Peter Stein of Temple B’rith Kodesh, 
in Rochester, and Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell of Temple 
Concord. Register by Sunday, June 13, by contacting Liza 
Robbins-Theuman at ltheuman@rochester.rr.com.

Friday, June 18: 7:30 pm, Pride Shabbat services with 
Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Rev. Miller Jen 
Hoffman, featuring Josh Wallenstein as soloist Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82733826834?pwd=blRDaD-
V6dHR1MjVaY0JoRmMzVU05QT09, meeting ID 827 
3382 6834 and passcode 880491.

Saturday, June 19: 9:15 am, Torah study at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88298087579?pwd=eTVkMDRVVlp-
wTmZvMkdYTm1OK0w1Zz09, meeting ID 882 9808 7579 
and passcode 676707; and 7 pm, “Havdalah with a Bonus” 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89741791260?pwd=MzZN-
Q0trQWhycGFZdzloczExUkhXdz09, meeting ID 897 4179 
1260 and passcode 408279.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 am-3:30 pm; Fri., 8 am-3 pm
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Tuesday, 5:30 pm; Friday, 5:30 pm; 
Saturday, 9:30 am

On Fridays and Tuesdays at 5:30 pm, services will be 
led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown via Zoom. 

On Saturday, June 5, Shacharit services will be held 
at 10 am via Zoom. The Torah portion is Numbers 13:1-
15:41 and the haftarah is Joshua 2:1-24. At 9:30 pm, 
there will be Havdalah services via Zoom. Both will be 
led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. 

Sunday Torah study will resume in July.
There will be a Ritual Committee meeting on Wednes-

day, June 9, at 10 am.
On Saturday, June 12, Shacharit services will be held 

at 10 am via Zoom. The Torah portion is Numbers 16:1-
18:32 and the haftarah is I Samuel 11:14-12:22. At 9:45 
pm, there will be Havdalah services via Zoom. Both will 
be led by Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. 

The temple office will be closed from Friday, June 
18-Friday, June 25.

Living in Ithaca, it is not uncommon to meet someone 
who has come to visit in an effort to decide whether to 
move here either for school or for work. Occasionally, 
these visits are made by a single member of the family, 
but often they include everyone who would take part in 
the move. These trips generally include a lot of different 
meet-and-greets, as well as a tour of the area and some of 
its attractions.

Unlike the prospective students or potential employees 
who come to see Ithaca, before deciding whether to enter 
Canaan, Moses does not go himself. He doesn’t even send 

The ideal home

an immediate family member. Instead, he commissions 12 
tribal leaders to go and then report back to him. At first 
glance, it seems that Moses gives the scouts a clear checklist 
of what he wants to know. “[S]ee what kind of country it 
is. Are the people who dwell in it strong or weak, few or 
many? Is the country in which they dwell good or bad? 
Are the towns they live in open or fortified? Is the soil 
rich or poor? Is it wooded or not?” (Numbers 13:18-20) 
But, what are they really looking for? Are they checking 
out the people themselves, the infrastructure of the towns 
or the geological characteristics of the area? What really 

matters about a spot we are considering calling “home”?
Each of us has a different notion of the ideal home and 

what we would want to know before moving. Rashbam (a 
10th century French rabbi) is very concerned about how we 
will conquer the land. He explains that all of the instructions 
Moses gives are simply different ways of determining what 
military tactics would be necessary for conquest. Knowing 
whether the land is wooded, mountainous, flat, cultivated, 
etc. allows the army to plan what equipment they need to 
bring with them. The types of settlements influences whether 
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an important part of his anatomy that he lost in Switzerland 
during a bizarre adventure years before. On his travels, 
Motl meets Esther, and they both manage to escape absurd 
situations, including a settlement of Lithuanians pretending 
to be American Indians and an astonishing circus perfor-
mance. Their travels clearly show the horrors the Nazis 
are perpetrating – from crowded ghettos to mass killings. 

To make the plot even stranger, Motl views life as if 
he were an American cowboy, although the only Wild 
West he knows is from novels. He declares that he should 
be allowed to determine his identity: “Should my life be 
nothing but the minced despair and boiled hopes of an 
aging Jew, too thin to be anything but borscht made by the 
Nazis? I choose to think myself a Paleface chuck line rider 
of doleful countenance, a Quixotic Ashkenazi of the bronco, 
riding the Oxland trial. Like my mother said when I told 
her I wanted to be a doctor, ‘Mazel tov, Motl. Nothing is 
impossible when it’s an illusion.’” Much of Motl’s speech 
has a Yiddish cadence, and readers will find themselves 
laughing at his nonsense, shaking their heads at the word 
play or, sometimes, stopping to note a touching moment. 

Unlike the main character in “The Passenger,” Motl 
and Esther have difficulty passing as anything other than 
Jewish, although they manage to gain papers that describe 
them as Karaites, a sect that Hitler did not consider Jewish. 
One member of that sect advises them on how to pass as 
non-Jewish: “Don’t act like a Jew because they say, if you 
look like a Jew, shrug like a Jew and tend toward an ironic 
yet earnest engagement with the inscrutable, numinous, 
ineffable mystery best approached through speculation in 
the context of traditions, intellectual community and daily 
ritual, then they’ll probably say you are a Jew.” 

As much as Motl identities at first with the cowboys of 
the old West, he discovers that the way Europeans treated 
Native Americans has much in common with the way Nazis 
are treating the Jews of Europe, something that stays with 
him once the war is over and he lives in Canada. (It’s made 
clear in the first chapter that Motl’s Canadian grandson is 
telling the story.) Motl learns the good and bad sides of 
his former heroes, and with whom he must now identify.

The sense of absurdity that underlies “Nothing the Same, 
Everything Haunted” will not appeal to every reader, es-
pecially those who have less patience with complex word 
play. There are a few anachronisms and some questions 
(how did that car not run out of gas!), but they don’t detract 
from the roller coaster ride that is Motl’s journey to not 
only survive the war, but to provide the world with another 
generation of Jews. 

Reality Continued from page 4

Federation held pre-Shavuot celebration

Members of the community chatted at the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton’s 
pre-Shavuot gathering on May 16. More than 40 people attended the event.

Rabbi Barbara Goldman-
Wartell, spiritual leader 
of Temple Concord, spoke 
during the event.

Rabbi Geoffrey Brown, 
spiritual leader of Temple 
Israel, spoke during the 
event.

L-r: Suzanne Holwitt, Federation president, and Shelley 
Hubal, executive director of the Federation

L-r (front): Eileen and Karen Miller performed during 
the event.

L-r: Josh Hubal and Rabbi Benny Kelman performed 
during the event.

At right, l-r: Steve Gilbert and 
Rabbi Moshe Shmaryahu 
performed during the event.

additional researchers from Hebrew University, Weizmann 
Institute of Science and Queen Mary University of London.

This article was originally published by Israel21c.

Israeli scientists find brain’s 
“hunger switch”

By Jon Schiller
(Israel21C via JNS) – When Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem medical student Hadar Israeli studied a family 
with multiple members suffering from severe obesity 
and plagued with constant hunger, she found that they all 
shared a common mutation affecting a specific receptor in 
the brain: Melanocortin Receptor 4, or MC4.

Though scientists have long known that the MC4 receptor 
was in some way connected to hunger and appetite, Israeli 
helped uncover just how instrumental it was in regulating 
our sensations of hunger and fullness. To further investigate 
this matter, Israeli turned to Moran Shalev-Benami of the 
Weizmann Institute’s Chemical and Structural Biology 
Department. Could new advances in electron microscopy 
help explain how this mutation produces such a devastating 
effect of constant hunger?

Shalev-Benami decided to launch a study into the struc-
ture of MC4, inviting Israeli to join her lab as a visiting 
scientist. Together with postdoctoral fellow Oksana Degt-
jarik, Israeli isolated large quantities of pure MC4 receptors 
from cell membranes and let them bind with a drug used to 
treat obesity called Setmelanotide. They then determined 
MC4’s structure using cryogenic electron microscopy.

The 3D modeling revealed that Setmelanotide activates 
the MC4 receptor by entering its binding pocket – that is, 
by directly hitting the molecular switch that signals full-
ness, even more potently than the natural satiety hormone. 
Furthermore, they discovered that when entering the MC4 
receptor’s binding pocket, an ion of calcium enters, as 
well, enhancing the drug’s ability to bind to the receptor.

“This was a truly unexpected finding,” said Shalev-Bena-
mi. “Apparently, the satiety signal can successfully com-
pete with the hunger signal because it benefits from the 
assistance of calcium, which helps the brain restore the 
‘I’m full’ sensation after we eat.”

The findings may help develop improved and safer 
anti-obesity drugs that will target the MC4 receptor with 
greater precision.

The study, published in Science on April 15, included 

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Swastika stickers placed on Alaska 
Jewish Museum and Anchorage bar

Police in Anchorage are asking for the public’s help after 
stickers with swastikas were placed on the Alaska Jewish 
Museum and a local bar. According to the Anchorage police, 
the white stickers with the words “We are everywhere” and 
include the Nazi symbol in the middle, were discovered on the 
afternoon of May 26, first at a bar called “Mad Myrna’s” and 
later in the day at the Jewish museum. “There is no place for 
hate in our community,” the police said, noting that it “takes 
these matters seriously.” Police noted as part of their ongoing 
investigation, they have partnered with the FBI to determine 
“any potential state and federal violations.” “If anyone finds a 
swastika sticker, don’t remove or touch it,” the police also said, 
urging people to report the finding to them instead. As of 2017, 
the Jewish population in Alaska was approximately 5,750.

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 
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Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from
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the Israelites need to take with them the tools 
needed to lay siege to fortresses. Ibn Ezra (a 
Spanish rabbi from the same time period) 
agrees that knowing if we are about to face a 
formidable army is important. Moses’ ques-
tions about the land, he believes, indicate 
a concern about whether the Israelites will 
have an easy time surviving in this place 
once it belongs to them.

This idea that perhaps the land itself 
is not hospitable to its inhabitants is one 
that features prominently in the report of 
the majority of the scouts. This place, they 
declare, devours its inhabitants. They were 
not entirely wrong then and it remains a 
facet of life in this often contentious part 
of the world. This land does devour its in-
habitants. Not, as Sforno suggests, because 
the climate is so hard to take. And not, as 
Ramban proposes, because of a denseness 
to the air.

This Promised Land devours its in-
habitants because we all see something 
different when we approach and we all 
leap to our own conclusions. All of the 

scouts that Moses sent agreed on the facts 
of what they saw, but had wildly different 
interpretations of what those observations 
meant. One famous midrash recounts that 
when the scouts entered the land, in every 
place which they passed, they saw people 
burying their dead. They immediately leapt 
to the conclusion that either the air or the 
water quality was bad, that somehow the 
land itself was inhospitable to its inhabitants. 
What the scouts did not realize is that the 
Holy One, blessed be He, caused all these 
Canaanite deaths to distract the inhabitants 
of Canaan, thus enabling the scouts to com-
plete their mission undetected. 

This land continues to be a place of 
strife that breaks hearts around the world. 
We all find our own hopes and fears be-
tween its borders, and we all quickly leap 
from observation to rumor and judgment. 
I pray that we take the lesson of the scouts 
to heart and come to recognize the ways 
in which our interpretations can warp the 
world and hinder us from coming to peace 
with one another.

Ideal Continued from page 6

From JNS.org
CyberArk inaugurates a new R&D center in Beersheva

The Israeli cyber company CyberArk inaugurated a new R&D center in Beersheva at the 
Gav-Yam Negev Tech Park near Israel Defense Forces’ new C4I Corps Park and Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev. Other tenants in the burgeoning high-tech park include Israel’s 
cyber campus, the National Cyber Directorate’s CERT center, and more than 70 develop-
ment centers and startups. “The opening of an R&D center in Beersheva is another step 
in CyberArk’ s long journey from a groundbreaking startup to a major global corporation 
that continues to grow with a place at the forefront of technology, protecting the sensitive 
assets of the world’s leading corporations,” said Udi Mokady, CyberArk’s CEO and founder. 
The center will be run by Shai Saffer, formerly director of PayPal’s center in Beersheva 
and vice president of R&D of CyActive before PayPal acquired it. The company plans to 
recruit more than 200 employees in Israel in 2021. CyberArk, the second-largest Israeli 
cyber company trading on Nasdaq, is a global leader in identity security.
Netanyahu: Iranian threat cannot be contained, 
endangers Zionist enterprise

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on June 1 that the Iranian threat could 
not be contained, and that Israel would risk friction with the United States to eliminate 
it. Speaking at the swearing-in ceremony for David Barnea, the new director of Israel’s 
Mossad intelligence agency, Netanyahu said, “Our greatest threat is the existential threat 
posed by Iran’s efforts to arm itself with nuclear weapons, whether to threaten us directly 
– with atomic weapons … or to threaten us with tens of thousands of missiles or a great 
many missiles backed by a nuclear umbrella.” This threat, he continued, endangers the 
future of the Zionist enterprise, and must be fought “relentlessly. ...All of you do this. 
We spoke yesterday about the actions that have been taken and these actions must con-
tinue,” said Netanyahu. Netanyahu went on to state that he had said these things to U.S. 
President Joe Biden, whom he called “my friend of 40 years.” He had told Biden, he said, 
that with or without a nuclear agreement, Israel “will continue to do everything in our 
power to prevent Iran from arming itself with nuclear weapons.” Iran, he said, is not like 
other countries today that possess nuclear weapons, and therefore, “containment is not 
an option. ... If we need to choose – and I hope it will not happen – between friction with 
our great friend, the United States, and getting rid of an existential threat, getting rid of 
an existential threat will prevail. This first falls on all of you, on the political leadership 
of the state of Israel, and on you, David. All of you must do everything – everything – to 
ensure that Iran will never arm itself with nuclear weapons.”
Israeli Supreme Court president blasts critics for 
“undermining” rule of law

Israeli Supreme Court Chief Justice Esther Hayut blasted critics of the court at the 
annual Israel Bar Association conference in Eilat on May 31. “The undermining of the 
legitimacy of the courts and their judgments in effect undermines the principle of the rule 
of law, and from here to anarchy and chaos the distance is short,” Hayut said, according 
to Kan, Israel’s public broadcaster. “The judiciary is an island of stability in this time of 
great upheaval, although unfortunately there are those who have set themselves the goal of 
harming and weakening it,” said Hayut said. “This trend is reflected, among other things, in 
blatant and unbridled attacks that sometimes border on actual incitement and are directed 
personally at judges in all courts, due to decisions that are not to the liking of those parties,” 
she continued. “These attacks are not just the domain of private individuals and tweeters 
of various social networks. They are also heard, regretfully, from elected officials.” Hayut 
was reportedly referring to remarks made a week earlier by Knesset Speaker Yariv Levin 
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud Party and Bezalel Smotrich, leader of the 
Religious Zionist Party, who had attacked the court over a ruling in which it warned against 
passing future Basic Laws of the kind that extended the state budget by 11 billion shekels 
($3.4 billion). In a subsequent Facebook post on May 31, Levin wrote: “The silencing 
choir of the leaders of the judicial system worked overtime today, trying to guide the new 
legal revolution, which means the final transfer of the legislative powers from the Knesset 
to the Supreme Court. The attempt to delegitimize and threaten those who stand up with 
determination to protect the Knesset and democracy will fail.” Smotrich also responded on 
May 31, tweeting: “Madam President, your verdict that disqualified a Basic Law statute is 
insane and a coup event, and must not be obeyed.” Basic Laws, which have a quasi-con-
stitutional status, had been considered beyond the reach of the Supreme Court.
Israeli researcher named National Geographic Society 
“Emerging Explorer”

The National Geographic Society named University of Haifa professor Dr. Aviad Scheinin 
as one of its “Emerging Explorers” in 2021 – one of 15 individuals it described as changing 
the world “one idea at a time.” In an announcement the week of May 28, it said its cohort of 
storytellers, researchers and conservationists “are conducting innovative work focused on a 
range of topics such as inventing space technologies, ocean exploration, understanding the 
past through archaeology and anthropology, species conservation, storytelling and elevating 
young voices for the future of education.” Scheinin, a marine conservationist who heads the 

University of Haifa’s Marine Apex Predator Lab at the Morris Kahn Marine Research Sta-
tion and is the Apex Predators Principal Investigator at the Leon Charney School of Marine 
Sciences, has spent two decades honing his expertise on conservation, behavioral science 
and long-term ecological research of coastal dolphins, sharks, rays and bluefin tunas. The 
publication praised his work on the world’s first long-term research project examining the 
behavior of coastal dolphins, as well as for being the first to note the presence of gray whales 
and false killer whales in the Eastern Mediterranean. To date, only some 200 researchers 
have been selected as part of the nonprofit’s ongoing effort to document, educate and con-
serve the planet and its resources. Scheinin joins the ranks of an elite group of dedicated 
scientists and educators that include individuals like Jacques Cousteau and Jane Goodall.”
Israel’s foreign minister in Egypt to discuss Gaza 
reconstruction; Israel hosts Egyptian intelligence chief

Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi landed in Cairo on May 30 for talks with his 
Egyptian counterpart, Sameh Shoukry, centering on the cease-fire with Hamas and the 
reconstruction of the Gaza Strip. Ashkenazi’s is the first formal visit to Egypt by an Israeli 
foreign minister since Tzipi Livni met with then-Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in 
2008. The two foreign ministers will discuss the establishment of a permanent cease-fire 
with Hamas, as well as a mechanism for providing humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip, 
Ashkenazi said on May 30. A temporary cease-fire, which Egypt helped to negotiate, went 
into effect on May 21 following 11 days of fighting between Israel and terrorist groups 
in Gaza. However, he added, Israel remained “first and foremost” committed to securing 
the return of Israeli captives being held by Hamas in Gaza. Ashkenazi’s remarks echoed 
those made on May 21 by Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz, who told Israel’s Kan 
channel in an interview that the reconstruction of Gaza must be made conditional on the 
return of civilians and soldiers’ bodies being held by Hamas. Hamas has held the bodies 
of Lt. Hadar Goldin and St.-Sgt. Oron Shaul since “Operation Protective Edge” in 2014, 
and is believed to also be holding two Israeli civilians: Avraham Mengistu and Hisham 
al-Sayed. Israel’s Walla news reported on May 29 that the head of Egypt’s General 
Intelligence Directorate, Maj. Gen. Abbas Kamel, was expected to visit Israel on May 
30. Kamel is scheduled to meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
senior members of Israel’s defense establishment, before heading to Ramallah to meet 
with Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas, according to the rerport. He was also 
expected to travel to Gaza to meet with leaders of Hamas.

In wake of COVID cases in India, OU raises money for 
oxygen concentrators

The Orthodox Union launched a two-week emergency campaign the week of May 
28 to raise funds for much-needed oxygen concentrators for India as it fights a surge of 
coronavirus cases. India is facing a skyrocketing number of COVID-19 cases and an 
overstretched medical system. This situation is magnified in rural areas, where there 
are even fewer resources. As of May 27, India was grappling with more than 27 million 
cases and growing throughout the country. The OU is asking individuals or families in 
the Jewish community to donate $18 to help India’s beleaguered health-care system 
with the aim of collectively acquiring and donating 50,000 oxygen concentrators, each 
one capable of helping up to 1,100 people. “The Orthodox Union’s mission and purpose 
have always been to hold close the timeless teachings of Torah so as to better serve and 
strengthen humanity, and it is crucial that we step in and assist India during this crisis,” 
said OU President Moishe Bane. “We have the opportunity to participate in saving lives, 
and we must do our part.” To donate to the cause, visit https://www.ou.org/crisis-in-india/.
Israeli swimmer sets new record with gold-medal win 
at European swim meet

Israeli swimmer Anastasia Gorbenko won Israel’s first-ever gold medal at an Olympic 
swimming competition on May 22, Haaretz reported. The 17-year-old took home the top 
honor at the European Aquatics Championship in Budapest, Hungary. Gorbenko came in 
first in the women’s 200-meter individual medley finals with a time of 2:09.99 minutes, 
which also set a new Israeli record. She reportedly entered the competition with a lifetime 
best of 2:11.92, which she swam at the 2019 World Championships and which stood as 
the Israeli record until May 22. In second place was the United Kingdom’s Abbie Wood, 
with a time of 2:10.03 minutes, followed by Hungary’s Katinka Hosszu, who finished 
just seven hundredths of a second later. Gorbenko’s win on May 22 ended Hosszu’s 
winning run of five straight titles, according to Swimming World magazine. Alluding 
to the recent conflict with Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip, after her win, Gorbenko 
said: “It’s hard to take in, but I’m really happy. I’m very surprised, realizing it slowly. 
I’m really proud of myself for proving that we’re a very strong country. It was important 
to me – not for myself, but for the country and what is happening there – because I can’t 
be with my friends and family at this difficult time. Being the European champion with 
the Israeli flag makes me proud.” Gorbenko will compete in the Tokyo Olympics this 
summer, reported The Times of Israel.
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