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Super Sunday and Annual Meeting to be held Sept. 18

Federation asks community to help “nourish our
roots for the future”

By Reporter staff
This year’s Jewish Federation of Greater
Binghamton’s Campaign Chairwomen Rita
Shawn and Barbara Greenberg have chosen a Campaign slogan they feel befits the
time and the needs of the local community:
“Nourish our roots for the future.”
“The Federation is the root of Jewish
life,” said Sima Auerbach, executive
director of the Federation. “We have a
fabulous community, but, if we all work
together, we can make it even more
extraordinary. The Binghamton area
offers something for everyone – from
baby to bubbe – and we want to keep
it that way.”
The Federation will hold its combined
Super Sunday and Annual Meeting event on
the morning of Sunday, September 18, at 10
am, at the Jewish Community Center, 500
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The cost to attend
will be $10 and reservations have been
requested by Wednesday, September 14, so
there will be enough food for the brunch.
Reservations can be made by calling the
Federation at 724-2332.
Auerbach noted that the Federation
chose to combine its two major events this
year. “The timing is perfect,” she noted.
“The summer will be over and people
can reconnect with old friends and make

new ones. Come hungry, because there
will be a delicious
brunch.”
During the
event, there will
be the election
of officers to
the Federation’s
Board
of Directors
and the
giving
of the
Ya s h e r
Koach
awards,
which
honor
local
members of
c o m munity
organizations. “Welcome
the new members of the
board and Dr. Howard Warner as the incoming president,”
Auerbach said.

By Paula Rubin
Beth David Synagogue will resume its
luncheon series on Saturday, September 10,
at the synagogue. The featured speaker may
not be available, but the free lunch will be
held immediately after services. The entire
community has been invited to attend.
Additionally, Beth David Sisterhood will
welcome Chaya Mushka Slonim, who will
speak on “Spiritual Beauty and the High
Holidays” on Wednesday, September 14, at

7:30 pm. According to program organizers,
“Too often we get caught up in the festivities,
the food and family gatherings, etc. That’s
not to say these aren’t important, but we
lose track of the meaning of this time on the
Jewish calendar: a time of prayer, repentance,
forgiveness and hope.” The program will
discuss how those attributes come together
to make the holidays “special and beautiful.”
For more information, call Beth David
Synagogue at 722-1793.

BD plans two events

That afternoon, the Phonathon will be
held from 2-8:30 pm and continue from Monday-Thursday, September 19-22, from
6-8:30 pm. “Please be sure to
pick up your phone and say
hello to one of our dedicated volunteers,”
said Auerbach.
“Make a
pledge
and help
keep our
community vital!
Yo u c a n
also call
us before
September
18, which
is a double
mitzvah
– you’ve
made your
pledge
and have
given us
the opportunity to
call someone else.”
The early date of the Phonathon will help the Federation
know what funds are available before
the allocation process, which begins

in mid-October. “It is helpful to have
a sense of how much money we’ll be
raising before we allocate funds,” said
Auerbach.
This year’s Yasher Koach award winners are:
 Beth David Synagogue – Judy Simon
 Hadassah – Sima Auerbach
 Hillel Academy – Jeff Horowitz
 Jewish Community Center – Sylvia
Diamond
 Jewish Family Service – Sandy Weiner
 Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton – Neisen Luks
 Temple Concord – Dr. Ted Major
 Temple Israel – Howard Schwartz and
Al Lavker
 The Reporter – Fran Ferentinos
The meeting will also give people
the opportunity to thank and say yasher koach to Arieh Ullmann, who will
be stepping down after seven years as
Federation president. “Please come help
us celebrate all the hard work that Arieh
has done during his term as president,”
Auerbach said. “He’s done a wonderful
job and this will give us the perfect
moment to let him know how much we
have appreciated his leadership.
“Join us for this wonderful event,”
Auerbach added. “Celebrate all that the
Greater Binghamton Jewish community
has to offer.”

Federation board meeting
open to community
The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Wednesday, September
12, at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending
should make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough
materials will be available.

Spotlight

Children of Abraham meal packing event: it’s
communal and personal
By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Two members of the Children of Abraham – Chairwoman Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Eve Berman – realized
that people were frustrated by the news
coming out of Syria last fall and decided to
do something about it. The result was the
April meal packing event, where 30,000
meals were packed and sent to Syrian
refugees in Greece. The group is holding
a second meal packing event on Sunday,
September 25, from 1-4 pm, at St. Michaels
Center, 296 Clinton St., Binghamton. It is
also looking for donations to help pay for
the meals: the cost of a meal is 25 cents,
with $1 providing four meals, $10 providing

40 meals and $25 providing 100 meals.
Checks can be made out to the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation with “COA Meal
Packing Event” in the memo line and sent
to the congregation at 183 Riverside Dr.,
Binghamton, NY 13905. All donations are
tax deductible. For links to sign up for the
meal packing event or to make a donation,
visit http://interfaithbroomecounty.com/
gpage4.html or the Facebook page of Children of Abraham Southern Tier NY. For
more information, contact Goldman-Wartell
at 723-7355.
In an e-mail interview, Berman discussed
why the group decided to organize the first
event. “Last year, our group was running

a series called Interfaith Conversations,
where small groups with members of all
three Abrahamic faiths discussed ‘War
and Peacemaking’ through the lens of our
religious traditions,” Berman said. “While
we were engaged in discussions, the news
was filled with pictures of unprecedented
numbers of refugees risking their lives
to escape the violence in Syria, Iraq and
Libya, and the lack of food and supplies.
During our session, one of the participants,
Marilyn Weiner, voiced her frustration and
challenged us to do something to help.”
According to Goldman-Wartell, the
event helped bring the community together to serve an important cause. “This

gave people something concrete to do,”
Goldman-Wartell said. “All ages – within
reason – can do this. In April, participants
included children, families, Scout troops and
sports teams. At 25 cents per meal, this is
a modest amount to ask people to donate.”
She was also able to sample what was being
sent and noted that “it tasted pretty good.”
Berman added,”You didn’t have to be
rich to feel that you could make a contribution that would make a difference. And
the process was such that people of all
ages could participate. One of the most
heartwarming things was to have such an
incredibly diverse group of people working
See “Meal” on page 6
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Cornell Jewish Studies Program to host concert
on topic of mass violence
A concert of music by Pulitzer Prize-winner Julia Wolfe
and composer Michael Gordon, will be held on Thursday,
September 15, at 8 pm, on the Cornell University campus,
in Sage Chapel. The event will begin a series of fall events
at Cornell on “Technologies of Memory.” All events and
lectures in the series will be open to the public and free
of charge.
“We’re thrilled to be hosting this concert,” said Jonathan Boyarin, the Hendrix Director for the Cornell Jewish
Studies Program. “Not only is the work of Julia Wolfe and
Michael Gordon some of the most compelling new music
being created today, but much of it speaks to the difficult
history of the 20th century that ‘Technologies of Memory’
is meant to address.”
Cornell serves as an access point to the USC Shoah

Foundation Visual History Archive, a resource of some
53,000 individual testimonies of survivors of the Holocaust, the Rwandan genocide, the Nanjing massacre and
the Armenian genocide. The “Technologies of Memory”
series “aims to promote discussion on campus and in the
community about how the experience of mass violence
preserved in this archive is conveyed to future generations,” explained Boyarin, Diann G. and Thomas A. Mann
Professor of Modern Jewish Studies and a professor of
anthropology. “It reminds us that attempts to address
violence now and in the future cannot dispense with
the legacy of memory.” The Visual History Archive is
available online for research and classroom use to Cornell
faculty, students, staff and alumni, and available onsite
to those without a Cornell ID.

The “Technologies of Memory” series will also feature
a film screening of the rarely-seen Soviet Holocaust film
“Eastern Corridor,” followed by a discussion with film
scholar Olga Gershenson (UMass-Amherst) on Thursday,
September 29; as well as lectures on memory, media
and the Holocaust, such as “School Photos in Holocaust
Europe: Archives of Possibility” by Marianne Hirsch
(Columbia) and Leo Spitzer (Dartmouth) on Thursday,
November 10.
Programming associated with the archive is a collaboration between the Cornell University Library and
the Jewish Studies Program in the College of Arts and
Sciences. For a complete list of events in the Technologies of Memory Series, visit http://events.cornell.edu/
technologies_of_memory.

TC Scholar-in-Residence Weekend Sept. 9-11
Rabbi Rex Perlmeter, the founder of the Jewish Wellness Center of North Jersey, will be the Solis-Cohen
Scholar-in-Residence from Friday-Sunday, September

9-11, at Temple Concord. Perlmeter has some familiarity with the community, as he consulted and met
with the TC board several years ago when he was the

The Roitman Chabad Center at Cornell in Ithaca
will hold a grand opening for its newly built, stateof-the-art mikvah on Sunday, September 11, from
2-4 pm, at the Center, 102 Willard Way, Ithaca. The
community is invited to attend the reception, which

will include refreshments.
Guest speakers will include Sarah Karmely, a counselor
and lecturer on family values, marriage and relationships.
For further information, call 607-319-0874 or visit www.
chabadcornell.com/mikvahproject.

Chabad of Cornell opening new
mikvah on Sept. 11

New look for Beth David mikvah
By Paula Rubin
After 20 years, the mikvah at Beth David Synagogue
has undergone a major renovation and decorating upgrade.
In addition to a new pump, a fan, tub, sink and toilet have
been installed. Walls were treated to a fresh coat of paint
and the lighting has been upgraded.
The synagogue contracted with McCall Bros. Construction.

“They were extremely helpful and conscientious of our needs,”
said project Co-chairwomen Susan Wright, Lori Tuberman and
Lisa Feigenbaum. The project was said to have had “many start
and stop dates,” but eventually the project was undertaken.
There are plans in the near future to hold an open house
and reception once the project is complete. For more details,
see future issues of The Reporter.

district rabbi and worship specialist for the URJ. For
his program, “Infusing Spirituality into Worship, Study
and Our Lives,” he intends to “stimulate and challenge”
people to see their lives and Jewish experiences through
different lenses.
His presentation topic on September 9 will be “Can
I be Jewish, Religious and Spiritual (And Do I Have to
Be?)” The program will be integrated into evening Shabbat
worship service. An oneg Shabbat will follow.
He will lead Torah study of the weekly portion on the
morning of Saturday, September 10, with an emphasis on
“the understanding cultivated through the lens of early
chasidut material, a more spiritual and mystical realm.”
Perleter will then teach about Jewish mindfulness at 8
pm in his program, “Introduction to Jewish Mindfulness.”
The presentation will include practice and teaching, utilizing
both text and “experiential modalities.”
The final program of the weekend will be a brunch
held on Sunday from 10 am-noon. The topic will be
“Staying Connected When Living and Loving Hurt:
Teachings and Reflections on the Spiritual Significance
of Suffering and Loss.” The cost for the brunch will be
$5 per person.
Reservations have been requested for the Saturday and
Sunday programs so that organizers can have materials and
refreshments prepared.

Opinion
In My Own Words

End of summer
Where did August go? The last time I checked, the
month had just started. To be fair, it’s my own fault I
haven’t noticed the days passing by so quickly: This year
I’ve been juggling so many things there hasn’t been as
much time for contemplation. That makes me happy that
the high holidays don’t start until October because I have
another month to prepare – that is if I can find time in a
jam-packed September.
This September seems more filled with events than
normal – everything from Super Sunday, to a 9/11 vigil,
to Temple Israel’s Welcome Home celebration, to a second
meal packing event to a variety of programs at my synagogue. Some Sundays have two or three events scheduled
and I’m not sure I’ll be able to make them all unless I find
a way to clone myself. The Jewish community seems to
have decided that since Sundays in October – except for
one – are too close to the start of the holidays to schedule
events, everything that’s normally done during the course
of two months should be done in one. Of course, this
should be our biggest problem: having too many wonderful
things to choose from is really not something about which
to complain.
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RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR
While technically September is still part of the summer,
it feels like the fall season has begun since organizations are
jumping into high gear throughout the month. I’m already
mourning the parts of summer I love best. It’s getting dark
far too early, although it’s still just light enough (as I write
this) to walk safely until 8 pm. The streetlights are on by
the time I get home, but I can still see without depending
on them. (As an aside, is there some law that says you can’t
walk at night unless you have a dog with you? OK, not
everyone has a dog, but the majority of the people have a
four-footed friend with them.)
I also feel there never is enough time in the summer to
sit outside and relax – with or without a book. This year, my
mom and I took a vacation whose main point was being able
to sit on a large, gorgeous porch and look at a big beautiful
lake. Unfortunately, it rained the first day we were there.
Although we did sit outside safe from the rain, it soon grew
too cold to be comfortable. While the next day wasn’t rainy,
it was even cooler: we managed some time in the morning
when the sun could warm us. Although I sat outside later
in the afternoon before dinner, it really wasn’t completely
comfortable. Fortunately, the last morning was perfect, and
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we sat and relaxed until checkout time.
I’ve tried to decide why sitting outside feels so important.
It may be from the years that I lived in apartments where
there was no easy way to relax outside unless you completely
left the grounds. Being close to home and being outside
always seems a special pleasure – as does being able to
run inside quickly to get something to eat or drink, or use
the bathroom. The best summer (and sometimes spring
or fall) days at the paper include a lunch break outside. I
keep a folding beach chair in the office just for this purpose
and find a comfortable spot under the shade of the tree.
While this view doesn’t include moving water, it shows
my second favorite type of nature: the green tree covered
hills of Broome County.
Of course, it’s now time to turn our minds to fall activities
and that’s not a problem. I just like to pause for a moment
and appreciate each season as it passes because they all
seem to do that more quickly as I get older. That’s one of
the advantages and disadvantages of age: you know that
this too will pass – the good and the bad. And that’s an
appropriate thought to keep in mind as we get ready for
the holidays in October.
Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Layout Editor Diana Sochor
Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen
Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown
Proofreaders
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Salute to Jewish Womanhood welcomes PERL at
Women’s League event on Sept. 27
By Paula Rubin
Area women have been invited to a concert sponsored
by Women’s League for Chabad. The event, scheduled
for Tuesday, September 27, at 7 pm, will mark this year’s
Salute to Jewish Womanhood. Invitations have been sent
to women in the community. The cost will be $12.50 per
person, with sponsorships available at $36 or $54 for league
benefactors. All categories will include the dessert buffet.
The group PERL will perform a blend of alternative/

indie rock with influences from punk, pop, jazz, blues and
funk. The performances also incorporate their Chasidic
faith and tradition, using melodic structures from traditional Chabad nigunnim. Lead singer Perl Wolfe said that
her lyrics, “while not always religious, were nevertheless
inspired by Torah and Chasidic blessings.”
The program is open only to women. Perl noted “that
women will party and rock out in a completely different
way when they are the only ones in attendance.”

Founded by Perl Wolfe, the band leader and lead singer
of Bulletproof Stockings, the group is now known as PERL.
The new group stresses pared down “honest lyricism” and
a layering of a wide selection of instruments. Wolfe is a
personal stylist who is hoping to launch a “modest, yet
hip” fashion line in the near future, noting that her fashions
have developed with her music.
To RSVP, call 797-0015 or visit www.jewishbu.com/
womanhood.

“We Remember You Project” still ongoing
By Paula Rubin
Those who wish to leave non-perishable food item
for the “We Remember You” project still have time
to do so. Members of the Greater Binghamton Jewish
community have been asked to donate non-perishable
foods – canned soup, gefilte fish, fruits, vegetables, pasta,
rice or desserts – at marked locations to be distributed

to families in the Binghamton area. These foods, along
with a kosher chicken, honey, apples and challah, will
be given to recipient families.
“There are families in the area who need the special
holiday foods and the warmth of family and friends,”
noted a project organizer. “They don’t come automatically. The events we take for granted, that we cherish,

are unheard of in some families.”
Those who would prefer to send a monetary donation
have been asked to mail a check as soon as possible to
Jewish Family Service, 500 Clubhouse Rd, Vestal, NY
13850, and write “We Remember You” on the memo line.
Funds collected will be given to the designated families to
help make their holidays more meaningful.

BU Judaic Studies welcomes donation of books, DVDs
By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Associate Professor Randy L. Friedman, the chairman of
the Department of Judaic Studies at Binghamton University,
announced that Phil Cali, a local Binghamton resident, has
donated a large portion of his book and DVD collection
on the Holocaust and Judaic studies to the department.
“The collection is pristine – something very comforting
for book lovers – and his DVD collection includes some
very tough to find material,” Friedman said.
Cali noted that his donation included 25 DVDs and 80
books. “I live in an apartment,” he said, “I’ve accumulated
so many books that I thought there had to be a better place
for them.”
After retiring in the late 1990s, Cali began studying
World War I and quickly became hooked on European
studies. That led him to an interest in World War II.
Then “in the late 1990s, I went to the Holocaust Muse-

um in Washington, DC,” he said. “It was so emotional
an experience that I started to read and read [about the
Holocaust]. I watched 150 documentaries and feature
films on the subject.”
In the early 2000s, when his son was getting a degree at a university in Poland, Cali and his wife visited
Krakow five times. His travels included visits to major
sites dealing with the Holocaust, including a trip to
Auschwitz. “It took several visits before I was able to
go,” he said. However, he considered it an important,
if difficult, stop to make.
Cali continued to read and travel to learn more about
the Holocaust. Among the other areas he’s visited are
Prague, Warsaw, parts of Germany and Budapest. Cali
noted that next to the synagogue in Budapest is a cemetery, something that rarely occurs in Jewish culture. “The
cemetery is there because 100 Jews are killed outside [the

RSVP for TI celebration by Sept. 15
By Linda Salomons
The congregation and leadership of Temple Israel invites
the community to a “Welcome Home” celebration on Sunday, September 25, from 4-7 pm, at 4737 Deerfield Place,
Vestal. Reservations are on a first come, first serve basis,
by reservation only. RSVP by Thursday, September 15, to
Tammy Kunsman at Temple Israel by calling 607-723-7461
or by e-mailing titammy@stny.twcbc.com.
Tickets are $45 per person, and the event will include
hors d’oeuvres and desserts, as well as a dedication program. Jan DeAngelo will provide music on the piano and
evening casual dress is preferred.
Several events have taken place to date, including a
Torah Walk bringing Temple Israel’s Torahs back from
their temporary location at the Jewish Community Center
to the new Temple Israel building, a Sisterhood Kitchen
Shower dedicated to helping restock the new meat and dairy
kitchens (see photos on page 8), and now this Welcome
Home Celebration, open to the entire community.
After the Torah Walk, Howard Schwartz said, “Today’s Torah reading contains the verse that begins the
prayer ‘Ma Tovu.’ Ma tovu ohalecha Ya’akov,mishk’no-

techa Yisrael, ‘How fair are your tents, O Jacob, your
dwellings, O Israel.’ In the rabbinic re-reading of this
verse, the ‘tents’ of the Israelites become the synagogues
and study halls of the people of Israel. The obvious tiein is we are in our new building.... The Temple Israel
community is so happy to be back together again in
their new home.”

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

JFS “We Remember You”
Holiday Food Collection
Underway

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Tot Time at TC

Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their
parents, will be held on Saturday, September 24, from 9:3010:30 am at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton.
The focus this month will be Rosh Hashanah. Children will
be introduced to Judaism through a story, snack and a craft.
Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public.
Reservations will be appreciated and can be made by
emailing Lauren Fitch at TCTots@gmail.com. A parent
must attend with children.
For more information, contact Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.

synagogue] and buried right there,” he noted.
By 2011, Cali had gathered so much information about
the Holocaust that he began to teach courses on the subject
for Lyceum, a Binghamton University-affiliated educational
program for seniors. His goal for those courses was to
offer little-known information to the public, for example,
about women and the Holocaust or how Hollywood Jewish
filmmakers sold their films to Germany after the Nazis took
control of the country. Now Cali shares his knowledge
with BU students through the books he’s given the Judaic
Studies Department.
“We are very fortunate that Phil thought of us!” Friedman
said. “He could have sold the books, disposed of them or
donated them elsewhere. As our department continues to
grow, we need to offer students more research and learning
opportunities. Phil’s exceptional collection of books and
DVDs will help us inside and outside the classroom.”

The Jewish Community wishes to express its
sympathy to Rabbi Saul Grife on the death
of his wife,

Linda Grife

Early deadlines
for The Reporter

Due to holiday closings, the deadlines for the following upcoming issues of The Reporter are as follows.
No exceptions will be made.
Issue......................................................... Deadline
Friday, October 7.............. Monday, September 26
Friday, October 14..............Wednesday, October 5
Friday, October 21.................Monday, October 10
Friday, October 28............Wednesday, October 19
Friday, November 4..........Wednesday, October 26

Please deposit non-perishable Jewish High
holiday food items in the specially marked
boxes at any of the following locations by
Sept. 18. Your donation will show our Jewish
neighbors that they are remembered and we
want their holidays to be special too.
Beth David Synagogue
Chabad
Hillel Academy
Hillel at Binghamton
JCC
Temple Israel
Temple Concord

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE
Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336
Fax 800-948-5844
parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
HANDI CAP PE D A C C ES SIB L E

JFS will be happy to accept monetary contributions at:
Jewish Family Service, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Roz Antoun
724-2332

For more information call:
Lynne Green
723-7272

Paula Rubin
797-0181

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
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Off the Shelf

Kosher food and Yiddish food

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Kosher food and Yiddish food: Are they the same thing?
That question was raised after reading two recent works,
“Kosher USA: How Coke Became Kosher and Other
Tales of Modern Food” by Roger Horowitz (Columbia
University Press) and “Rhapsody in Schmaltz: Yiddish
Food and Why We Can’t Stop Eating It” by Michael Wex
(St. Martin’s Press). While all Yiddish food is kosher (otherwise it wouldn’t qualify as Yiddish), not all kosher food
is Yiddish. The term kosher is a legal one, which requires
that food strictly follow Jewish law; Yiddish food, on the
other hand, is based on the cuisine developed by Central
and Eastern European Jews, and refers to recipes that
originated in that area.
Having read several other works about kosher food in
the past few years, I debated whether or not to read “Kosher
USA.” However, Horowitz takes a different approach in
his reporting: “Creating this account required a research
strategy that departed from the focus of previous books on
a set of usual suspects, largely contemporary kosher food
industry leaders and insiders. Instead I went looking for
the silences and the stories that the kosher food’s ‘success’
narrative squelched by its cohesiveness.” What struck me
was the difference between the success stories – for example,
the large number of corporations manufacturing processed
kosher food – and the difficulties people now face finding
fresh kosher meat outside of major metropolitan areas.
Plus, the sometimes heated discussions between rabbinical authorities about whether or not certain additives and
chemicals are kosher made for very interesting reading.
One argument concerns the addition of glycerin, rennet
and gelatin to many manufactured foods. Whether or not
they are kosher depends on the products from which they
are made, for example, whether they are byproducts from
animal sources (and whether or not those animals are kosher)
or vegetable sources. Some debate centered around the
discussion of a Jewish concept known as bitul (nullification). This played a role in the original discussion of Coca

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

2.

3.

4.

The name of the limited
liability company (“LLC”) is AGC
Landscaping Companies LLC.
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is July 26,
2016.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of formation of BLOOM
THERAPY LLC. Art. Of Org. filed
with the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 08/04/16. Office in
Broome County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to the LLC, Attn: Chenango Place,
7 Court Street Binghamton, NY
13901. Purpose: Any lawful purpose
______________________
Notice of Formation of Hookah
Heaven LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 8/4/16. Office Location: Broome
Co. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom service of
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: Garry
Gilmore, 45 Twin Pines Drive, Apt.
20F, Brooklyn NY 11239. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is DDM
SUPPLY LLC.

for those that live in smaller communities. One cause of this
is the move to a more strict version of kashrut (the demand
for glatt kosher meat, rather than just traditional kosher
meat). While there’s not enough space in this review to go
into details, the author does an excellent job explaining the
difficulties and problems the kosher meat industry faces,
including challenges from the animal rights organizations.
“Kosher USA” does an excellent job showing how Judaism has adapted to American culture and how American
culture has accepted or rejected parts of Judaism. Horowitz
also portrays the different personalities involved, especially
during the early era of certification. In addition, he notes the
struggle to make kosher food easily and cheaply available
when dealing with not only complicated manufacturing
processes, but the realities of a market economy. While
the overarching discussion is interesting, the most fun
is in the details, at least for those of us fascinated by the
intricacies of Jewish law.
While Horowitz wrote a serious, journalistic work, Wex
takes a more humorous approach in his latest book. He
sees food as a way of expressing Jewish identity – at least
for those whose Jewish ancestors came from Central and
Eastern Europe, and who spoke some version of Yiddish.
The author portrays the importance of food by noting
that after being released from slavery, “the first task of
the Israelites, the first action they are ordered to perform,
is to make dinner. God gives them an annotated menu,
specifying ingredients, side dishes, methods of cooking,
treatment of leftovers, dining time and dress code – no
sandals, no stick, no divine service – and tells them to
get cracking and do it. The first national Jewish activity
is also the first recognizably Jewish meal.” According to
Wex, food still remains central to Judaism – even when
other ritual aspects have disappeared.
Several chapters feature information about the development of kashrut, looking at the laws from the Bible and
See “Food” on page 8

LEGAL NOTICE
2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is August
10, 2016.

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The County within the State
of New York in which the
principal office of the LLC is
located is Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any process against the
LLC served upon him or her
is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
NY 13902.

Cola’s status. Coke contains glycerin and the original source
came from animals – their bones, fat, etc. – that were not
kosher. However, Horowitz notes that “under traditional
kosher law, bitul provides that when a small amount of a
nonkosher ingredient accidentally ends up in a mixture its
[kashrut] is not affected. As the most prevalent cases of
bitul apply when the offending ingredient is no more than
one-sixtieth of the mixture and does not affect it materially
(known of bitul b’shishim), its intent was to address simple
mistakes in the kitchen.” Although some rabbis had said
that Coke was kosher because of this principal, the final
ruling noted the addition of glycerin was not accidental
and therefore affected the product’s status. Fortunately for
the manufacturer, a kosher source of glycerin – cottonseed
oil – was found and Coke became kosher.
Horowitz shows how many of the arguments about
kashrut occurred because local rabbis were certifying
products and most of them were not trained in chemical
analysis. What changed in contemporary times is that
national kosher certification organizations became more
powerful and were seen as the final standard. As people
accepted only those certifications, the organizations were
in a better position to convince food processing companies
to accept their standards in order to be certified. What also
helped is that by the 1990s about 40 percent of all food
purchases were bulk purchases made through institutional
buyers – hotels, restaurants, school cafeterias, etc. – that
served both kosher and nonkosher customers. Since much
of the food sold is made by the same company – with
different labels on the same product – kosher food created
a larger market for the manufacturer, even if some of the
individual labels did not show the certification.
The two areas where creating kosher products have
not been as successful are kosher wine and kosher meat.
There have recently been an increased number of kosher
wines that also qualify as fine wine. However, there are a
decreasing number of sources of kosher meat, particularly

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The
post office address to which
the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or her
is: 2518 State Route 12,
Chenango Forks, New York
13746.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Qualification of ETK
REALTY, LLC.
Authority filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on
08/02/16.
Office
location:
BROOME County. LLC formed in
PENNSYLVANIA (PA) on 03/15/12.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
415 WYOMING AVE., SCRANTON,
PA 18503, also the address of the
principal office. Arts of Org. filed
with the Secy. of the Commonwealth,
302 North Office Bldg., Harrisburg,
PA 17120. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
Mirabito-Gresham Insurance &
Bonds Agency, LLC, Ar ticles of
Organization filed with Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/8/16.
Office location: Broome County. SSNY
designated LLC agent upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date
of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
DIRECT CONNECTION BUY - SELL,
LLC, Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on 06/03/2016. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY has

been designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to: C/) DIRECT
CONNECTION BUY - SELL, LLC, 60
Grand Avenue, Johnson City, 13790.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Latest
date upon which LLC is to dissolve:
No specific date.
______________________
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: STRENGTH
IN SISTERHOOD LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
08/10/2016. NY office location: 143
MURRAY STREET, BINGHAMTON,
NY 13905 Broome County. SSNY
has been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. The address to
which the SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process against the LLC served
upon him/her is 143 MURRAY
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13905
Purpose of LLC: Any lawful purpose.
______________________
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: HUMBLE
BINGHAMTON BEGINNINGS LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 08/10/2016. NY office
location: 18 FLORAL AVENUE,
BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 Broome
County. SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served.
The address to which the SSNY shall
mail a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him/her is 18
FLORAL AVENUE, BINGHAMTON,
NY 13905 Purpose of LLC: Any
lawful purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of North of
Main Prop LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 5/20/16. Office Location: Broome
Co. SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom service of process
against it may be served. SSNY shall

To place a
legal notice,
please contact
Bonnie Rozen at
724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

mail process to: 170 Chapin Street,
Binghamton, NY 13905. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________

New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4.

Notice of Formation of McGonnigal
Development, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
08/08/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 118 W. Main St., Endicott,
NY 13760. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or her
is: 286 Colesville Road,
Binghamton, NY 13904.

5.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Nellen Properties, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was August 26, 2016. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful
business purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of City Centre
Associates, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
08/19/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY
13851-0678. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is TRIPLE
CITIES NETWORK
SOLUTIONS, LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is August 31,
2016.

3.

The County within the State of

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: Nathandog, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles of
Organization of the Company with
the Secretary of State was August
30, 2016. The county in which
the principal place of business of
the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful
business purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: 168
Susquehanna
Street
Holdings, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
September 1, 2016. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful
business purpose.
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Children of Abraham to hold vigil on Sept. 11
The Children of Abraham will hold
a Remembrance and Peace Vigil at the
Islamic Organization of Southern Tier
on Sunday, September 11, in memory
of all victims of terrorist acts from New

York to San Bernardino, Paris, Brussels,
Orlando, Istanbul, Africa and the Middle
East. Faith leaders from the three Abrahamic religions – Judaism, Christianity
and Islam – will speak at the event and

pray for peace and solidarity.
The candlelight vigil will start at 6
pm at 161 Grand Ave., Johnson City, and
conclude at sunset. Participants will then
have the opportunity to join the Muslims

in their evening prayers at the IOST. Light
refreshments will be provided.
For more information, contact Ehtisham
Siddiqui at 759-2699 or Rabbi Barbara
Goldman-Wartell at 723-7355.

Temple Concord Sisterhood Paid Up program on
reducing memory loss
Christina Muscatello, director of
Memory Maker Project, will be the guest
speaker at Temple Concord Sisterhood’s
Paid Up program and lunch on Sunday,
September 25, 11 am, at Temple Concord,
9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The event
will be free for Sisterhood members who
have paid their $30 dues or for those who
pay at the door. The event will cost $5
for guests and non-members, according
to Ani Loew, co-chairwoman with Gina
Santiago. Reservations must be made
by calling the temple office at 723-7355

before 2 pm on Friday, September 23.
Refreshments will be served.
Muscatello, co-founder and program
coordinator of Memory Maker Project,
will provide a discussion and interactive
demonstration showing how the arts are
used to reduce symptoms associated with
Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.
Memory Maker Project is a project of the
Center for Transformative Action, a Cornell affiliate. Muscatello has a master’s
degree of education in integrated teaching
through the arts from Lesley University

interventions for people living
in Cambridge, MA.
with dementia.
She is an art educator and
In addition to her presentaa community organizer who
works with “the bookends of
tion, prints of participants’ art
life” – older and younger peowill be available for purchase.
Proceeds help buy supplies so
ple. Born and raised in Bingmore people living with memory
hamton, she has taught both
loss can make art.
domestically and abroad, and
Muscatello also provides
has worked with people living
private art and cultural activwith memory loss for more
than 10 years. She was formally
ities for people living with
trained in Montessori and artsmemory loss and their loved
Christina
based approaches to dementia,
ones. She offers consultation
Muscatello
while working for the I’m Still
with families to create indiHere foundation in Boston,
vidualized plans that engage
considered one of the leading researchers their loved ones with “stimulating and
and practitioners of non-pharmacological enjoyable” experiences.

JFS to hold Dessert and
Games Day on Sept. 28 Meal
Jewish Family Service will host
Dessert and Games Day for adults on
Wednesday, September 28, at 1 pm, at
the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The event will begin in
the auditorium with time for refreshments
and socializing with friends. Attendees
will then move into the meeting room
and library for Mah Jongg, Scrabble,
Dominos, cards, puzzles and a discussion
group for those who are not interested in
playing games.
Groups must be formed in advance for
Mah Jongg, bridge, canasta and poker,

and Antoun needs to be informed who will
be playing in each group. Antoun will try
to match those looking to be included in
a group with one that is pre-existing. The
discussion group is open to all.
For more information or to get help with
finding an activity to join, call Antoun at
724-2332 or e-mail Rozjfs@stny.rr.com.
Admission will cost $5, payable at the door.
Reservations are required by Wednesday,
September 21. Those making a reservation
have been asked include a list of players in
one’s group and to note in which activity
the group is taking part.
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side-by-side – young and old, men, women
and children, black and white, Christian,
Muslim and Jew. The younger children
personalized the boxes of food; they wrote
messages of hope and solidarity and colored
the boxes with crayons. Everyone who
participated walked away knowing that
they had made a real difference – [having]
more trust of people of other ethnicities and
a strong sense of pride in our community.
It’s pretty amazing what we can accomplish
when we are all working together toward a
common goal.”
Goldman-Wartell noted the many
difficulties the refugees face. “They are
uprooted from everything they know – their
livelihood and their land,” she explained.
“Everything they had to provide for themselves is gone. When I see families come to
Temple Concord for CHOW, I realize that
even people who are working sometimes
don’t have enough money to feed their families by the end of the month. If that happens
to people who live here, just imagine how
much more difficult it is for those who had
to leave their homes.”
While Berman recognizes the communal
impact of the event, it also feels personal.
“My grandparents were German Jews who
did not escape the Holocaust,” she said.
“Unlike Jews from the Eastern Bloc who
were dispatched rather directly to their
deaths, my grandparents spent almost two
years in various concentration camps in the
Pyrenees (from January 1941-September
1942) before being murdered in Auschwitz.
In their correspondences with my mother
and other family members, the focus of their
letters became a discussion of the logistics
and contents of a few food packages with
sausages and sardines purchased by relatives
in the U.S., and sent to occupied France via
intermediaries in neutral Portugal. So the
idea of feeding refugees is not an abstract
act of do-gooding to me. It’s personal.”
Goldman-Wartell sees the meal packing
as a first step in aiding the refugees. “Many
want to help refugees settle in this area, but
it’s a long process before that can happen,”
she added. “The meal packing helps sustain
these people until they can decide on their
next step – whether to move to a new country
or return to their homeland.”
Berman noted the overall importance
of taking part in the Children of Abraham
programs. “The Jewish community is very
small in this area, and I frequently found that
people around me had very little experience
of Jews and Judaism,” she said. “Having
grown up in New York City, where Jewish
culture is part of the fabric of society, I
have found it uncomfortable that Judaism
is so marginalized here. I occasionally find
myself thrust into the role of spokesperson
for Judaism at work and in public school.
The Children of Abraham seemed like a
gift – a way to share our beliefs and culture

Continued from page 1
and learn about others in a neutral setting,
where proselytizing is not permitted.”
She also recognizes how being part of
the group has changed her. “It’s important
to me now in ways that I would not have
imagined,” she added. “All of us grow up
with some amount of prejudice and chauvinism. While I was just ignorant about
Islam, as a child of refugees from Christian
countries, i.e., Czarist Russia and Nazi
Germany, I grew up with no small amount
of skepticism of Christian claims to loving
thy neighbor. But my experiences with
open-minded clergy and laymen of these
communities has given me a more balanced
view of the spectrum of attitudes within
each tradition. In this political climate,
I have found it particularly important to
learn about Islam and to be able to have
an informed understanding of it, and how
our neighbors practice it here. When I first
visited the mosque, at a COA event, I was
quite surprised to see how familiar it felt
to me; the separation of men and women
at service, the altar facing the east, women
covering their hair, the dietary rules, the
strong commitment to charity.”
Berman and Goldman-Wartell are hopeful
that the September meal packing event will
be as successful as the one that was held in
April. Berman noted that the group welcomes
new members. “We are also looking to recruit
more people into leadership roles, such that
we can accomplish even more in the future,”
she said. “Future items in our radar include an
interfaith book club, open houses at churches,
synagogues and mosques, sharing food traditions, additional small group discussions,
even a possible retreat.”

Exhibit on numbers

The HUC-JIR Museum in New
York is holding the exhibit “Paint by
Numbers” through June 30. Numbers are considered to be integral to Jewish
rituals, belief, significant historical dates and
daily life. Numbers and numerology have been
called the core of biblical understanding since
the Bible was codified and possibly before.
In the exhibit, more than 50 contemporary
artists illuminate the meaning of numbers
and their symbolism through a broad range
of artistic media. Artists include Debra Band,
Ed Baynard, Riva Bell Henry Bismuth Matt
Blackwell, Ariel Burge, Damon Davis, Dorit
Larry Frankel, Laurie Gross, John Hirsch,
Tobi Khan and David Wander.
For more information, visit http://huc.
edu/research/museums/huc-jir-museumnew-york or contact museumnyc@huc.edu
or 212-824-2218.
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Temple Israel Sisterhood hosted kitchen shower
At left: The newly formed
Temple Israel Sisterhood
hosted a kitchen shower
event to help re-supply the
meat and dairy kitchens
in the new building. More
than 65 women attended the
event, enjoying a brunch, the
camaraderie of other women
from all over the community
and bringing gifts for the new
kitchens.

Brunch was served to women in attendance prior to
everyone helping open the gifts.

There was no fee to attend, but guests were asked to bring
a wrapped gift item purchased from a registry at a local
store. Shown here is Myrna Dubofsky standing by the table
of gifts, which included kitchen blenders, serving utensils,
cutting boards, baking pans, storage containers, towels,
oven mitts and more. More than 80 gifts were received.
The Sisterhood Shower Committee felt the event was a huge success and thanked everyone who came and contributed
to the new kitchens. L-r: Beverly Rozen, Barbara Gilbert, Heidi Thirer, Moira Sue Shirvan, Myrna Dubofsky, Naoma
Feld, Maxine Rosenberg, Lynne Green, Barbara Zelter, Pam Lavker and Marcia Hofstein.

Food

Continued from page 4

then showing how they not only became more complex
over time, but generated numerous arguments about the
correct way to keep kosher. One of the chapter headings
clearly shows the author’s approach to the subject: “If You
Have to Ask, It’s Treyf.” This becomes even clearer in his
discussion of whether or not a particular bird is kosher:
“We know that a bird is kosher because a Jew of unquestionable piety has eaten it or seen it eaten by other equally
reliable Jews, who all have their own Jews, and so on all
the way back to the conquest of Canaan. When it comes to
chicken, for example, those trustworthy Jews were probably
your parents; the fact that chickens are mentioned in the
Talmud (though not in the Bible) proves nothing. Names
can change over time, and what was called a chicken in
first-century Jerusalem might have nothing in common with
what Colonel Sanders or your bubbie cooks up.” This is
just one example of how his discourses on Jewish law are
offered with a side dish of humor.
The majority of “Rhapsody in Schmaltz” focuses on the
particular cuisine of Yiddish-speaking Jews. Wex notes
that the schmaltz of the title – which is usually either goose
or chicken fat – serves as a “condiment, dip, or spread...
Sammy’s Roumanian Steakhouse on New York’s Lower
East Side makes something of a shtick out of having a
syrup dispenser filled with schmaltz on every table so
your waiter can lubricate your chopped liver while you
watch. What you do with the schmaltz after he leaves is

entirely up to you.” Many of the dishes discussed have
their origin in meals for the Sabbath, a day when cooking
was not allowed. This includes such traditional dishes
as gefilte fish, cholent, tsimmes, challah and kugel. In
addition to talking about how the foods were made, Wex
shows how the terms came into greater use in popular
Yiddish culture. For example, tsimmes is time consuming to make so the phrase maklhn a tsimmes, “to make
a tsimmes,” came to mean “to make a fuss, a big deal...
out of something.” When speaking about gefilte fish and
khreyn (horseradish), Wex notes that “while horseradish is
considered an integral part of the gefilte-fish experience,
everyone knows that it’s really just the icing on top of the
fish cake and that gefilte fish will get you through times
of no khreyn far better than khreyn will get you through
times of no gefilte fish. Hence the ironic Yiddish idiom,
‘To give someone fish without khreyn’ – to let someone
off with a slap on the wrist, a laughably light punishment
for whatever crime he has committed.”
Perhaps the most important point Wex makes is how this
food became part of non-religious Jews’ ethnicity, allowing
them to feel and identify as Jewish, even if they didn’t
observe any of the commandments. This becomes clear
when he notes that “the less faith a Jew has in the Bible,
the more Jewish meaning pastrami acquires.” Those who
love food and enjoy a touch of sarcasm with their learning
will find “Rhapsody in Schmaltz” diverting reading.

Attention Parents:
College Subscriptions
Available!

Keep your son or daughter informed about their local Jewish community while away at school... send
them The Reporter, your award-winning weekly Jewish newspaper.
We’ll mail a copy directly to your child’s school address each week. You can purchase a full college
subscription for just $18 a year, or select the fall or spring semester alone, for $10 each.
They will enjoy reading about their friends, neighbors, community members and events while away.
Please send The Reporter to my college-bound child!
q Sept. 1, 2016 - Nov. 10, 2016......................................................$10
q Jan. 6, 2017 - April 5, 2017.........................................................$10
q Full college year............................................................................$18
Student’s Name_________________________________________
Student’s Address________________________________________
______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________

Total Enclosed___________
Please make checks
payable to
“The Reporter”.
Mail to: The Reporter,
500 Clubhouse Rd,
Vestal, NY 13850

It’s like
getting
a little
piece
of home
every week!

L-r: Temple Israel members Rachel Gilbert, Wendy Green,
Lynne Green and Lisa Feigenbaum enjoyed the event.

Jewish book blog

The book blog The Prosen People can be
found on the Jewish Book Council website
at www.jewishbookcouncil.org/_blog/The_
ProsenPeople/. It features essays by a variety
of authors on numerous subjects. It also contains weekly
links to new reviews published on the site.
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A summer at camp exposes Ugandan Jews to America’s
food and kids
By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Growing up in Uganda, Sarah
Nabaggala would often have to walk to a well to retrieve
drinking water. Shoshana Nambi, from the same village,
Mbale, remembers a childhood where they had little and
wasted nothing. So Nabaggala was surprised when the
kids at Camp Coleman, a Reform Jewish overnight camp
in northeastern Georgia, complained about bunks with hot
showers and ubiquitous taps with running water. Nambi
had trouble watching her campers leave behind towels,
socks and even shoes at the beach.
“The kids had so much stuff with them,” said Nambi,
who ran programs at Camp Coleman this year. “So many
clothes, so many piles of towels, and parents kept sending
them care packages of bubble gum and nail polish paint
and stuff like this. It was really funny to see that.”
Nambi and Nabaggala, both in their second year as staff
at Coleman, were two of 13 Ugandan Jews who came to
the United States this summer to work as counselors at
Reform overnight camps. They are part of an initiative by
the Union for Reform Judaism to strengthen connections
between Ugandan and American Jews. “This may have been
the first time they realized there were Jews in a place like
Uganda,” Dan Lange, URJ’s associate director of camping,
said of the campers. “Our commitment is to exposing the
kids to global Jewry – not only to know they exist, but to
interact with them.”
Uganda’s Jews, known as the Abayudaya, are a
2,000-member community that lives in rural villages in the

Clockwise from top left: Sarah Nabaggala, Yonatan
Loukato, Samuel Matiya Kigondere, Yoash Mayende and
Shoshana Nambi were among 13 Ugandan Jews who
worked as staff members at Reform Jewish summer camps
in the United States. (Photo by Jill Peltzman for the URJ)

SHARON WITTE
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received free flights and visa sponsorships from URJ, as
well as a salary. Before they arrived, the Ugandans received
advance training on American culture from Jewish Agency
for Israel staff, who also tutor Israeli camp counselors. All
of the Ugandan counselors came away from camp saying
the same things that American counselors and campers say
year after year: They loved their friends and want to go
back. But they still experienced culture shock, from the
cabins to the cafeteria to the soccer field.
Used to playing soccer with a ball made of recycled bags,
the Ugandans marveled at the variety of sports at camp. Accustomed to fresh meals prepared over the course of hours,
they had to adjust to food from the fridge ready in minutes.
In Uganda, they were never on a schedule. At camp, they
had to abide by fixed periods and planned activities.
A few of the counselors remembered their campers
routinely leaving food uneaten on the table – something
unthinkable in Uganda that they warned the American kids
against. But other times the meals seemed too small. “One
day at camp, in the first week, we had salad and sandwiches,” said Yonatan Loukato, a counselor at Eisner Camp in
the Massachusetts Berkshires. “We didn’t eat much. We
thought maybe real food is coming. Then we heard them
sing the prayer for finishing food.”
Campers were curious about life in Uganda, the counselors said, asking about everything from the daily rhythm
of the villages to African wildlife. Each of the six camps
where the Ugandan counselors worked held at least one
See “Ugandan” on page 11
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Weekly Parasha

September 9-15, 2016

Adjective-based Judaism

RABBI DANIEL J. FELLMAN, TEMPLE CONCORD, SYRACUSE;
CAMPUS RABBI, HILLEL, SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Shoftim, Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9
So much is made of the adjective we place in front of the
noun when we use the word “Jew” to describe ourselves.
Whether the adjective is the name of a movement, or an
identifier like “cultural” or “ethical” or even about our
activities, “observant,” “passive” or even “disaffected,” we
seem to be living in times when too often that descriptor
has gained far more importance than the word “Jew” itself.
Our emphasis on the adjective can be viewed as a byproduct of freedom. When we are blessed to live in a place
such as North America at a time of unrivaled liberty and
opportunity, we can afford to focus on all of the nuanced
differences. We are able to advance our own individual

ideas. But when we are under attack, we are wonderful at
putting aside such differences and uniting under one banner.
This adjective-based Judaism, at best, stands as a double-edged sword. On the one hand, we are able to pursue
our own paths, chart our own journeys, craft our own
tailor-made brands of Judaism; and at the same time, the
opportunity to use the adjective can easily lead to more
separation as we focus on the adjective instead of the noun.
Parasha Shoftim offers an interesting opportunity to
move beyond the adjectivization of our Jewish world and
see that we need to focus on parts, the adjective and the
noun, to reach our own Promised Lands.

Early in the parasha, our ancestors are commanded,
“Tzeddek tzeddek tirdof,” “Justice, justice shall you pursue.”
For centuries, rabbis have argued about the repetition of the
word “tzeddek,” trying to find the reason for the duplication.
I believe that we can use the adjective and noun understanding of our world to explain the peculiar language of the
parasha. The first mention of tzeddek teaches us to find justice
for ourselves. And the second mention of tzeddek turns us
outward to see ourselves in relationship to a larger community.
In addressing this first mention of justice, we pursue our
own understanding, our own individual challenges. One
See “Judaism” on page 11

Congregational Notes
Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

From Friday-Sunday, September 9-11, there will be the
Solis-Cohen Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with Rabbi
Rex Perlmeter on the theme of “Infusing Spirituality
into Worship, Study and Our Lives.” Reservations have
been requested for the programs on Saturday-Sunday,
September 10-11, so enough materials and refreshments
can be prepared. To make reservations, call 723-7355 or
e-mail templeconcord@stny.rr.com.
On Friday, September 9, at 8 pm, “Can I be Jewish,
Religious and Spiritual (And Do I Have to Be?)” will
be integrated into the Shabbat service.
Saturday, September 10, at 9 am, will be the first day
of religious school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study
on “Shoftim through the lens of early Chasidic commentaries.” It will focus the study of the weekly Torah portion,
Shoftim, on trying to explore the spiritual depths of the
Torah text. At 10:35 am, there will be Family Shabbat
services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Sasha
Chernyak. At 8 pm, there will be an “Introduction to
Jewish Mindfulness Practices.” Perlmeter will lead additional mindfulness-based meditations and locate them
in the context of Jewish teaching and practice, within the
broader cultural context. He will also share and discuss
resources to those who want more.
On Sunday, September 11, at 10 am, there will be a joint
Temple Concord/Temple Israel adult ed. brunch on “Staying
Connected When Living and Loving Hurt: Teachings and
Reflections on the Spiritual Significance of Suffering and
Loss.” The cost for the brunch will be $5 per person. At
6 pm, there will be a 9/11 Community Remembrance and
Peace Vigil at the Islamic Organization of the Southern Tier.
On Tuesday, September 13, at 4:15 pm and 5:15 pm,
there will be the first day of Hebrew school. At 6:30 pm,
there will be an Executive Board meeting. At 7:30 pm,
there will be a board meeting.
On Thursday, September 15, at 4:15 and 5:15 pm,
there will be Hebrew school.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim
E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein
E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This
program connects Jewish special-needs children and
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit
participating youngsters weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, September 10, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert,
Art Siegel and Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Don Zelter.
The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9. The
haftarah will be Isaiah 51:12-52:12.
On Sunday, September 11, at 10 am, there will be an adult
education brunch at Temple Concord. Rabbi Rex Perlmeter,
founder of Jewish Wellness Center of New Jersey, will speak.
The cost will be $5 per person for the brunch. Reservations
are required by calling Temple Concord at 723-7355.
On Sunday, September 25, from 4-7 pm, there will be
the temple’s “Welcome Home” celebration. Reservations
can be made through Thursday, September 15, by e-mailing
Tammy Kunsman in the office at titammy@stny.twcbc.
com or calling 723-7461. The cost will be $45 per person.
Reservations are pending until payment in full is received.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services:Friday 8 pm;Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes will
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Friday, September 9, light candles...................... 7:04 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 10................. 8:03 pm
Friday, September 16, light candles.................... 6:52 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 17................. 7:51 pm

Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 amnoon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, September 9.............................................. 7:05 pm
Shabbat, September 10............................................. 9 am
......................................................Mincha/Maariv 6:50 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., September 11.............................................. 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., September 12-16....................................... 7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., September 11-15.............................. 6:55 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, September 10, the Shabbat luncheon
series will resume at Beth David Synagogue. The luncheon will follow services, and will be free and open to
the entire community.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services: Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm
except in December, January and February. Call for dates
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings
people together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity,
history, culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic
framework. KH is part of an international movement for
Secular Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the
Society for Humanistic Judaism, a national association
with over 30 member communities and congregations
around the country. Established in the spring of 1999, it
offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School
for children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Sweden’s FM Wallstrom opposes BDS

Sweden’s Foreign Minister Margot Wallstrom, known for criticizing Israel, opposes
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, Swedish opposition leader Anna
Kinberg Batra told the Israeli Knesset on Sept. 5. Wallstrom asked Kinberg Batra to pass
on the message before she left for Israel to meet with the Israel-Sweden Parliamentary
Friendship Group. Kingberg Batra was on a diplomatic visit to neutralize Sweden’s
negative posture toward Israel. Israeli officials did not believe she was successful in her
mission because she did not make any pro-Israel statements during her visit, the Times
of Israel reported. “We are disappointed with the visit of Swedish opposition leader
[Anna] Kinberg Batra in Israel,” a senior official in Jerusalem told the Times of Israel.
“Before the visit, she presented herself as a close friend and gave us to understand that
she would use her visit as a platform for positive statements about Israel. She did not
deliver the goods.” Swedish-Israeli ties have been strained since Sweden recognized the
Palestinian state in 2014 and Wallstrom called for a query into whether Israel is guilty
of extrajudicial killings of Palestinians, saying the number of deaths during the recent
terror wave are disproportionate on the Palestinian side compared to Israel’s.

Poll ranks Hebrew U. No. 1 in Israel, 148th in the world

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Hebrew University in Jerusalem placed once again
as first in Israel and 148th in the world in this year’s university rankings by British education
and study abroad company Quacquarelli Symonds. The ranking, published on Sept. 5, is yet
another international acknowledgment of the university’s research and academic teaching
prowess. Quacquarelli Symonds, which creates an annual table listing the world’s top 600
universities, focuses on each academic institution’s performance in the areas of research,
teaching, employability and internationalization. It further uses six specific indicators in its
ranking methodology: academic reputation, employer reputation, faculty-student ratio, citations per faculty, international faculty and international students. Hebrew University President
Professor Menahem Ben-Sasson said of the honor: “I am delighted by the international recognition the university continues to receive as a leading academic institution. This is a result
of our investment in recent years in bringing the best researchers and giving them the tools
they need. Our academic reputation is the outcome of the faculty and students’ hard work and
commitment to excellence.” This is the second year in a row that Hebrew University took the
148th spot. Tel Aviv University and the Technion took the 212th and 213th spots, respectively.

JCC Friendship Club
The JCC Friendship Club met on August
31. Rabbi Rachel Esserman reviewed a
humorous book titled “The Yid” by Paul
Goldberg. The story takes place in Russia
during the Stalin era. The main character
is Solomon Shimonovich Levinson who is
arrested in the middle of the night. He is
an old actor from the defunct State Jewish
Theater. The story continues as if it is a plot
for one of Shakespeare’s plays. Solomon
assembles a cast to help him perform his
plot to assassinate the evil tyrant. The time
is February 1953, a week before Stalin’s
death. Stalin had planned a pogrom to rid
the country of the Jewish “vermin.” In the
review, the book is described as a moving
philosophical “tragicomic masterpiece of
historical fiction.” Rabbi Esserman said that
it was easier to read this book than those
written by other Russian writers, such as

Ugandan

A delegation of 13 Israeli companies presented their latest technology to America’s
professional sports leagues, including the NBA, NFL, NHL and MLB. Hundreds of meetings were set up on the east and west coasts between the delegation and the sports leagues,
including sport-focused media and investors by the Israel Export Institute and Israel’s
Ministry of Economy and Industry in New York and San Francisco. “They presented not
only technologies unique to the world of sports, but also those enabling new connections
between sports brands and their fans,” said Li Aviram Shoshani, Israel Export Institute’s
manager of digital media. Nili Shalev, trade representative for the Israeli Ministry of Economy and Industry in New York, said the goal is to “gain exposure for Israeli innovation in
a wide spectrum of technological sectors.” Sports is just one of many sectors that Israeli
trade missions have been building connections between Israel and other nations.

event – a panel or similar program – where
they could tell the campers about their
home country. “They had fun questions
about animals,” Nambi said. “They’re all
very disappointed that I don’t have lions
or something.”
The Ugandan counselors also were surprised at how the campers interacted with
them. In Uganda, a few of the counselors
said, adults tell children what to do and the
children listen. At camp, giving the kids
instructions involved a constant negotiation.
Some counselors found the dynamic jarring.
Others said it showed how confident and analytical the kids were. “The kids in Uganda,
when you tell them to do something, they do it
immediately,” Nabaggala said. “People were
very outspoken here and pretty assertive.”
Once they acclimated, the counselors said,
they came to enjoy the American Jewish

IAF pilots train with Pakistan, UAE peers in U.S. Red
Flag drill

Judaism

Israeli delegation showcases tech to U.S. sports leagues

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israeli Air Force pilots recently had an opportunity to train alongside their Pakistani and EmiratI colleagues as part of an international
exercise held in the United States, Israel Hayom learned on Sept. 1. An IAF mission to the
Nellis Air Force base in Nevada participated in the Red Flag advanced combat training
exercise, which took place between Aug. 15-26, alongside the U.S., Spanish, Pakistani
and Emirati air forces. Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates have no diplomatic ties
with Israel. The annual Red Flag drill has been in place for 41 years, set in place as part
of the U.S. Air Force’s conclusions from the Vietnam War. Traditionally, the squadrons
participating are assigned to “red” and “blue” forces, with the American squadron acting
as an enemy – “red” – force. The aircrews practiced engagement and interception, striking
targets, rescue and recovery missions, and intelligence gathering. This was the second
consecutive year in which the IAF was invited to participate in Red Flag, sending eight
Israeli F-16I Sufa fighter jets, along with several refueling planes.

Egypt officially welcomes new Israeli ambassador

The new Israeli ambassador to Egypt, David Govrin, presented his credentials to Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, who welcomed him as the military band played the Israeli
national anthem on Aug. 31. “In a brief conversation I had with him in Arabic, he asked about
my personal background and I told him, among other things, about my early acquaintance with
Egypt as a diplomat in Cairo as well as my academic education in Middle Eastern studies,”
Govrin told Israel Hayom. The Egyptian president apparently also conveyed to Govrin his
desire to revive relations with Israel. Israel’s embassy in Cairo reopened one year ago after
being shut down when Egyptian protesters raided the compound during theArab Spring in 2011.

person’s justice might be fully different from
another; yet both are in pursuit of truth. This
justice is the internal tzeddek, the individual
truths we need to live fully and healthfully.
The second justice is the collective
justice, the sense of peoplehood that links
us in an eternal bond with each other. This
second tzeddek calls on us to acknowledge
the differences of the first mention, but then
move beyond those challenges to craft a new
sense of unity, the great joining together
begun at Sinai and moving forward through
each of us to generations yet to come.
The words “tzeddek tzeddek tirdof”
remind us of God’s call to do two things

Tolstoy and Dostoevsky. A discussion of
myths ensued, such as Jews using blood
in preparation of food. We know that all
meat has to be drained of blood so that the
blood is not eaten. Another myth was that
the Jewish doctors in Russia were poisoning
their patients.
The meeting was called to order by Sylvia
Diamond. Ann Brillant said the blessing
over the cookies provided by Morty Hofstein. On Wednesday, September 14, Morty
will continue his program on “La Boheme,”
showing the last two acts. On Wednesday,
September 21, we will write out New Year
cards to be delivered to Jewish people who
are in nursing facilities and those who are
homebound. Come join us on Wednesday
at the JCC at 1:30 pm.
Sylvia Diamond
President
Continued from page 9
mainstay of a summer of lakes, tents and
Shabbat services. A few learned how to swim
at camp. Samuel Matiya Kigondere, who
also worked at Eisner, looked forward each
week to “Shabbuddies,” a Shabbat program
where two people would spend the day getting to know each other. Loukato loved that
the whole camp wore white on Shabbat – a
practice he plans to continue back home.
The counselors said they plan to stay in
touch with the campers and their families
once they return to Uganda. In one case, the
families of campers from the Greene Family
Camp in Texas donated money to dig a well
for a Ugandan Jewish community. Another
camp’s families raised money to purchase
water filters to send to Uganda. “Everyone
is welcoming,” Loukato said. “I happened
to make a lot of friends, regardless of age
or race. I felt at home.”
Continued from page 10
at once. We are charged to pursue our own
justice and pursue collective justice at the
same time. We are instructed to see ourselves
defined by both the noun and the adjective.
Both need each other; neither can exist
alone. So, too, with us. We cannot exist
merely as “Reform,” “Conservative,” “Orthodox,” “observant” or “cultural.” Nor can
we embrace the fullness of our Judaism by
calling ourselves “Jews” without allowing
for exploration and individuation. Shoftim
challenges us to re-imagine ourselves and
return to those sacred moments at Sinai when
a group of people joined together and gained
both individual and collective strength.

Israel opens school year highlighting integration

Israeli leaders highlighted the importance of integration as they visited and welcomedArab-Israeli students to the new school year on Sept. 1. Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
told young students at the Tamra Ha’emek elementary school in the Galilee, “I want each and
every one of you to do two things: First, learn. Second, be good children. Listen to your parents
and your teachers; listen to your teacher.” Speaking to the diverse student body who will learn
Hebrew, Arabic and English, Netanyahu added, “I want you to learn history… of the Jewish
people, the history of your public. I want you to learn the truth, and the truth says that we were
destined to live together.” Israel’s Education Minister Naftali Bennett made his comments in
Arabic, emphasizing this is the first time Arab students are required to learn in Hebrew, a program
approved last year designed to help them more easily integrate into Israeli society.

Israeli Arab family seeking return to Israel after joining
Islamic State

An Israeli Arab family, who moved to Syria allegedly to join the Islamic State, has
fled to Turkey with the hope of returning to Israel, reported Channel 2 news on Aug.
31. The family of five, originally from the mostly Muslim city of Sakhnin in northern
Israel, joined IS more than a year ago. The family traveled to Romania for a relative’s
graduation ceremony, then told family they would continue to Turkey for a vacation.
Days later, the family told relatives they were joining IS in Syria. The mother’s father
recently convinced them to return to Israel and made arrangements to meet in Turkey
where he could work on their re-entry. Israel continues to discover cases of Israeli Arab
citizens attempting to join IS, including two Israeli Arab men, who were indicted in July
for plotting to join the terror group in Syria.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Netanyahu considering meeting with
Abbas under Putin’s auspices

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he is
considering meeting with Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas under the auspices of Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Netanyahu in a meeting on Sept. 5 with
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov,
Putin’s special envoy for the Middle East, discussed the
Putin proposal to host a face-to-face meeting between
Netanyahu and Abbas in Moscow, according to a statement
from the Prime Minister’s Office. Netanyahu is reviewing
the proposal and considering the timing of a possible
meeting, according to the statement. He told Bogdanov
that he is always ready to meet with Abbas directly and
without preconditions. In late August, Abbas’ office said the
Palestinians were ready to participate in a peace initiative.
The Palestinians favor the French peace initiative launched
in June at a one-day summit in Paris of foreign ministers
from two dozen countries aimed at rebooting peace talks
between the Israelis and Palestinians, who were not invited
to the event. The ministers proposed an international conference to further talks between the two sides by the end
of the year without setting a date. Israel has balked at the
initiative, saying it enables the Palestinians to continue to
avoid the direct talks Israel wants and compromise. Abbas
and Netanyahu last met officially in 2010, but it is believed
that since then they have held secret meetings.

Israel attacks Syrian target in response
to mortar fired on Golan
The Israel Defense Forces attacked a Syrian army artillery target in response to a mortar from Syria that landed

in Israeli territory on the Golan Heights. The mortar shell
that exploded the evening of Sept. 4 in Israeli territory was
errant rebel fire from Syria’s civil war. No injuries were
reported and no warning sirens were triggered. “The IDF
holds the Syrian government accountable for this clear
breach of Israeli sovereignty, and will continue to act in
order to safeguard Israel,” the army said in a statement. A
senior Syrian military official told the official Syrian news
agency, according to Ynet, that two missiles from Israel
hit “in the area of the village of Khdeir” and “damage was
caused.” The source did not report any injuries. Several
stray rockets and shells have landed in Israel since the start
of the civil war in Syria more than five years ago. The IDF
frequently retaliates by firing at the source of the shells.

German Jewish leaders: Far-right
party’s strong showing a “nightmare”
A far-right party in Germany finished second in voting in
the political home state of Chancellor Angela Merkel, ahead
of Merkel’s party, spurring concerns among Jewish leaders
in Germany. Alternative for Germany, known as AfD, with
its anti-immigrant and ultranationalist platform, picked up
21 percent of the vote on Sept. 4 in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, behind the center-left Social Democratic Party with
31 percent, which retained leadership in the state. Merkel’s
Christian Democratic Union had 19 percent; it was the first
time that the AfD surpassed the Christian Democrats in any
German state election. The fact that the right-populist party
did so well – winning 18 seats in the 71-seat legislature –
is widely seen as a further indictment of Merkel’s liberal
policy toward accepting refugees from war-torn Muslim
countries and has set off alarm bells among Jewish leaders
in Germany. “The AfD is not an option for Germany but
an indictment of Germany,” Josef Schuster, the head of the

PLUMBING
& HEATING

We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Install, Service & Repair...

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES
pbaker927@yahoo.com

To advertise, contact Bonnie Rozen at 724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@ thereportergroup.org

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and
repairs, along with
in-home care services.
These care services
include but are not
limited to:
• Bath Assistance
• Meal Prep
• Cleaning
• Shopping, etc.
John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)
888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street
Johnson City
New York 13790
Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org
Education • Advocacy • Support

754-6376

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or
I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!
References Available
607-760-0530
griles45@gmail.com

Sharon Witte

NY State Certified and
insured personal care aide
Caring for you and
Your home, in your home

607-727-4534

Central Council of Jews in Germany, told the German media after the results came in. Schuster said it appeared that
many voters either did not realize or simply accepted the
fact that the AfD had not distanced itself from right-wing
extremists. “The fact that a right-wing extremist party that
bluntly and disgustingly incites and mobilizes hatred against
minorities can rise unchecked in our country is a nightmare
come true,” said former Central Council President Charlotte
Knobloch, who heads the Jewish Community of Munich
and Upper Bavaria. Christian and Muslim leaders expressed
similar concerns following the Sept. 4 vote. But Leif-Erik
Holm, the AfD party leader in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern,
told the German media that this “might be the beginning of
the end” of Merkel. State Governor Erwin Sellering now
will have to decide with which party to share power – the
Christian Democrats or the Left Party. All the mainstream
parties had already ruled out taking part in a coalition with
the AfD. The party, which was founded in 2013, has seen
mounting successes in state elections, and now has seats
in nine of Germany’s 16 state legislatures. Berlin holds
state elections later this month; three additional states will
cast ballots in the first half of 2017, followed by national
parliamentary elections in September. The AfD in the state
of Baden-Wurttemberg recently suffered an internal split
over a member of the legislature, Wolfgang Gedeon, who
withdrew from the party faction within months of his election
over charges that he had made antisemitic comments and
belittled the Holocaust in writings.

Report: World Scouting organization
investigating Palestinian branch

The world Scouting organization is looking into complaints that its Palestinian branch named a leadership training course after the killer of Richard Lakin, a dual American
and Israeli citizen. The Palestinian Scout Association was
accepted six months ago as a full member of the World
Organization of the Scout Movement. The Palestinian
branch had been a non-voting conditional member of the
world body for 10 years. The week of Aug. 26, Lakin’s son,
Micah Lakin Avni, sent a letter alerting the world Scouting
organization that the Palestinian training course is named
in memory of Baha Alyan, who along with an accomplice
carried out a stabbing spree aboard a Jerusalem bus on
Oct. 13, 2015, that left Lakin, 76, and two other Israelis
dead and 10 injured. Alyan was killed and his accomplice
was captured; Balal Abu Gaanam was sentenced to three
life sentences. Publicity for the course describes Alyan as
“martyr” and shows him in a Palestinian Scouts uniform.
Avni wrote that by allowing the Palestinian Scouts to keep
its membership in the world organization, the group “is
effectively a co-sponsor of this terror promoting course.”
“We are definitely investigating and we hope to respond as
soon as possible,” Srinath Venugopal, executive director at
the World Scout Bureau’s office of the secretary general,
told the French news agency AFP. “Due to the nature of the
issue it takes a little time to establish the facts. Please be
assured that the World Organization of the Scout Movement
is not supportive of any terrorist activities.” A spokesman
for the Palestinian Scout Association told the AFP they did
not yet have a formal response. Alyan’s body was returned
to his family late Aug. 31, more than 10 months after the
stabbing. Lakin had moved to Israel from Connecticut in
1983 and held dual American and Israeli citizenship. The
watchdog website Palestinian Media Watch first highlighted
the Palestinian Scouts’ leadership course. It also called on
the World Organization of the Scout Movement to cancel
the membership of the Palestinian Scout Association.

Liberman: Israel to follow court order
to demolish Amona settlement

Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Liberman said the
Jewish state will raze the West Bank settlement of Amona
by the Dec. 25 deadline ordered by the Supreme Court. “I
have said before and I say again to the settlers of Amona,
there is a judgment of the Supreme Court and we shall
honor it,” Liberman said on Sept. 1, according to AFP. The
Amona outpost contains about 40 homes and was built on
private Palestinian land. Since 1997, the Supreme Court has
issued several demolition orders for the settlement. Liberman also said Israel would evacuate Palestinians living in
unauthorized homes in the nearby village of Susya. “I think
that the world, especially the free world... needs to respect
our judicial system and it cannot be that it demands one
thing of the Amona settlers and something else regarding
what happens in Susya,” he said. The matter of where
the Amona and Susya residents will live remains unclear.
Liberman said the evacuation in Susya had been pushed
off for three months in order to find alternative housing
for the approximately 300 residents, AFP reported. The
defense minister also said the government “proposed a lot
of alternatives” to the Jewish settlers whose homes were
to be destroyed. The Israeli anti-settlement group Peace
Now said in August that the Defense Ministry was trying
to relocate the Jewish settlers to land only meters away
from Amona that had been confiscated from Palestinians.
The alleged plan drew condemnation from the U.S., with
State Department spokeswoman Elizabeth Trudeau saying
it “would represent an unprecedented and troubling step
that’s... counter to longstanding Israeli policy to not seize
private Palestinian land for Israeli settlements.”

