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 � Jewish Federation of Greater Bingham-
ton – Neisen Luks

 � Temple Concord – Dr. Ted Major
 � Temple Israel – Howard Schwartz and 

Al Lavker
 � The Reporter – Fran Ferentinos
The meeting will also give people the 

opportunity to thank and say yasher koach to 
Arieh Ullmann, who will be stepping down 
after seven years as Federation president. 
“Please come help us celebrate all the hard 
work that Arieh has done during his term 
as president,” Auerbach said. “He’s done 
a wonderful job and this will give us the 
perfect moment to let him know how much 
we have appreciated his leadership.”

Auerbach noted that the Federation has 
accomplished a great deal throughout the past 
year. “In addition to our 92Y Live programs, 
we had another film fest last fall,” Auerbach 
said. “The Film Committee is now preparing 
for the film series we’ll be holding in the 
spring. Hard work from the Temple Beth El 
Windows Committee saved an important part 
of our local Jewish heritage. All the windows 
have been safely removed from the building 
and relocated to their new homes.”

Auberbach said that not everything the 
Federation does gets publicized. “It’s the 
quiet, behind-the-scenes activities that also 
help us serve the community,” she noted. 
“We’re here to help local organizations with 
their needs and questions – whether to brain-
storm on how to accomplish a task or give 
suggestions on the best way to approach it.”

By Linda Salomons
Many Temple Israel members have now 

been able to visit the new synagogue and 
are said to be “eager” to share it with the 
community. The Temple Israel “Welcome 
Home” celebration will be held on Sunday, 
September 25, from 4-7 pm, at 4737 Deer-
field Pl., Vestal. The entire community is 
invited. Tickets cost $45 per person, and the 
event will include hors d’oeuvres, wine and 
dessert, as well as a dedication program. 
Jan DeAngelo will provide music on the 
piano and evening casual dress is preferred.

Reservations can be made by calling 
Temple Israel at 723-7461 by Thursday, 
September 15, or by e-mailing titammy@
stny.twcbc.com.

“I was so pleased that the natural beauty 
of the surroundings was present in all the 
public spaces,” said Art Siegel. “And yet 
we were also able to capture the essence 
of the original building through re-use of 
historical elements.” One element in the 
new building that visitors will see “is that 
the new lighting and glass windows give not 
only light, but also a bright feel. It brings 
nature inside,” noted Jon Weiss.

Those attending the event will be able to 
tour the new facility. According to Weiss, 
features include “an expansive entry hall 

Last-minute reservations are still being 
accepted for the 21st Annual Piaker Me-
morial Lecture to be held on Thursday, 
September 8, at 7 pm, at the Chabad Center.

Sasson (Sassy) Reuven, a veteran IDF 
commando, will present “Failure was not 
an option.” In commemoration of the 40th 

anniversary of Operation Thunderbolt, Is-

Federation Super Sunday and Annual Meeting to 
be held on Sept. 18

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-

hamton will hold a combined Super Sunday 
and Annual Meeting event on the morning 
of Sunday, September 18, at 10 am, at the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse 
Rd., Vestal. The cost to attend will be $10 
and reservations have been requested by 
Wednesday, September 14, so there will be 
enough food for the brunch. Reservations 
can be made by calling the Federation at 
724-2332.

“We decided to combine our two major 
events into an even greater celebration of 
our local community,” said Sima Auerbach, 
executive director of the Federation. “This 
is perfect timing: The summer will be over 
and people can reconnect with old friends 
and make new ones. Come hungry, because 
there will be a delicious brunch.”

During the event, there will be the elec-
tion of officers to the Federation’s Board of 
Directors and the giving of the Yasher Koach 
awards, which honor local members of 
community organizations. That afternoon, 

the Phonathon will be held from 2-8:30 
pm and continue from Monday-Thursday, 
September 19-22, from 6-8:30 pm.

“Please be sure to pick up your phone 
and say hello to one of our dedicated vol-
unteers,” said Auerbach. “Make a pledge 
and help keep our community vital! You 
can also call us before September 18, which 
is a double mitzvah – you’ve made your 
pledge and have given us the opportunity 
to call someone else.” The early date of the 
Phonathon will help the Federation know 
what funds are available before the alloca-
tion process, which begins in mid-October. 
“It is helpful to have a sense of how much 
money we’ll be raising before we allocate 
funds,” said Auerbach.

This year’s Yasher Koach award win-
ners are:

 � Beth David Synagogue – Judy Simon
 � Hadassah – Sima Auerbach
 � Hillel Academy – Jeff Horowitz
 � Jewish Community Center – Sylvia 

Diamond
 � Jewish Family Service – Sandy Weiner

She also mentioned two Federation 
organizations that help the community: 
“We are always grateful for the hard work 
done by Roz Antoun, the director of Jewish 
Family Service, which helps members of 
the community in need, and The Reporter, 
which serves as our source of local, national 
and international Jewish news. Almost no 
other community of this size has a weekly 
paper. Thank you, Rabbi Rachel Esserman 
and your hard working staff.

“Join us for this wonderful event,” 
Auerbach added. “Celebrate all that the 
Greater Binghamton Jewish community 
has to offer.”

The Federation Board
The new slate of Federation officers 

is Howard Warner, president; Arieh A. 
Ullmann, past president; Mark Walker, 
vice-president; Jeff Shapiro, treasurer; Lee 
Schechter, assistant treasurer; Eileen Miller, 
secretary; Rita Shawn, Campaign co-chair-
woman; Barbara Greenberg, Campaign 
co-chairwoman; and Michael Wright, en-
dowment chairman. Board members to May 
2017 are Nancy Dorfman Tandlich, Dennis 
Foreman, Lillian Levy, Charles Manasse, 
Elliot Niman, Malvinia Sambursky and 
Cathy Velenchik. Board members to May 
2018 are Neil Auerbach, Marilyn Bell, 
Charles Gilinsky, Marcia Hofstein, Richard 
Lewis and Linda Salomons. Board members 
to May 2019 are Aaron Alweis, Rita Bleier, 
Steve Gilbert, Barbara Greenberg, Suzanne 
Holwitt and Susan Walker.

TI to celebrate new 
home with community

with glass walls, high ceilings and modern 
lighting concepts; glass enclosed meeting 
and conference rooms; warm and cozy 
chapel for minyans; a newly designed ad-
ministrative wing for office and rabbinical 
staff; and a new sanctuary, which features 
new ergonomic, comfortable seating and a 
new sound system designed for congregants 
of all ages to see and hear services.”

In addition, there is a brand new wing 
to house Hillel Academy, with a private 
entrance and security features; classrooms 
for science and other STEM classes; and a 
private cafeteria.

“As I entered the new sanctuary, an 
overwhelming sense of peace embraced 
me,” said Myrna Dubofsky. “The familiar 
stained glass windows were a comfort to 
me because each color represented a loved 
one I focus on in my prayers.”

In December 2013, a 40-foot by 40-foot 
section of the roof, a structure built in 1967, 
collapsed into the temple’s large social hall, 
with much debris breaking through the floor 
and falling into the basement. The devas-
tation forced both Temple Israel and Hillel 
Academy to find temporary space during 
the interim period. Temple Israel had been 
housed at the JCC and Hillel Academy had 
been housed at Temple Concord.

At left: The new Temple Israel 
sanctuary.

Piaker event reservations 
still being accepted

rael’s freeing of Israeli and Jewish hostages 
held in the Entebbe airport in July 1976, 
Reuven, who participated in the mission, 
will relate his firsthand account.

Reservations for the lecture can be made 
by visiting http://JewishBU.com/Piaker 
or calling the Chabad office at 797-0015. 
Coffee and desserts will be served.

Hillel Academy appoints 
new principal

By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
The title may be new, but 

the face is not. Wendy Stafford, 
who used to be the education 
coordinator of Hillel Academy 
of Broome County, is now the 
new principal. Stafford recently 
received her certificate of ad-
vanced studies from Binghamton 
University and has taken over 
leadership of the school from 
Julie Piaker. Although Piaker has 
retired as school administrator, she will still 
work at the school part-time.

Stafford noted that doing her internship 

Wendy Stafford

for BU at a public school gave 
her insight into the difference be-
tween Hillel and public schools. 
In addition to the fact that it’s 
the only Jewish day school in 
Broome County, it has a flexibil-
ity that’s not always possible in 
a public school setting. “While 
we follow the New York state 
standard, our lesson plans are 
not focused on standardized test-
ing,” she said. “We offer Jewish 

education and secular studies taught by an 
amazing staff that is highly qualified. The 
See “Principal” on page 5
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In My Own Words

Are we really fighting about swimsuits? Of all the real 
problems facing us, why does anyone think that swimsuits 
are that culturally important? I remember when people 
argued about skimpy bathing suits and the idea of a thong 
swimsuit was frowned upon. “How horrible for women to be 
displaying that much of their bodies,” it was said. “Where is 
their sense of modesty and decorum?” Older women wrote 
to “Dear Abby” and “Ann Landers” advice columns com-
plaining that they didn’t want to reveal quite so much flesh.

So it felt funny to come back from a vacation and 
read a headline that I thought had to be a joke: France 
had banned a swimsuit that covered women’s bodies and 

Swimsuits
heads, leaving only their faces showing. Who is wearing 
this suit? Muslim women in France, which, of course, is 
part of the problem. It feels ironic that the country that 
once called out for liberty and freedom is now restricting 
that of some of its citizens.

The most difficult part of democracy is allowing people 
to make their own choices – even if you disagree with them. 
The laws that allow women to wear very skimpy bikinis 
are the same ones that allow women to cover themselves 
from head to toe – whether that’s in a skin-tight latex outfit 
or a loose flowing robe. In fact, the Internet has now been 
flooded with pictures of Catholic nuns and Orthodox Jewish 

women who swim in even more modest outfits. Why aren’t 
those also forbidden?

I do understand the need for people to be required 
to show their faces for licenses or identity cards; that’s 
as much for the individual’s protection as much as it is 
society’s. (Just think of someone being able to cash your 
paycheck because no one can see your face on your driver’s 
license.) The other exception should be for job safety in 
order to prevent clothes, jewelry, etc. from being caught 
in a machine. If we want the freedom to dress as fits our 
sense of style or our religious practice, then we must allow 
others the same choice.

By Michael M. Adler
(JTA) – Every four years the same movie 

plays at the Jewish Political Film Festival: 
It’s the one where the Democrats pass 
another party platform with more ironclad 
support for Israel and then nominate yet 
another presidential candidate whose record 
on Israel is beyond question. The ending 
is always the same, too, with two-thirds to 
three-quarters of American Jews voting for 
the Democrat. This year will be no different.

American Jews again will vote for the 
Democratic candidate, confident that Dem-
ocrats will have Israel’s back.

Not only is this year’s Democratic Party 
platform ironclad when it comes to support 
for Israel, but the Democratic presidential 
nominee also is resolute in her defense of 
the Jewish state.

The platform is unequivocal in calling a 
strong and secure Israel “vital to the United 
States.” Vowing to “ensure that Israel always 
has the ability to defend” itself, the platform 
pledges to “support Israel’s right to defend 
itself, including by retaining its qualitative 
military edge, and [to] oppose any effort to 
delegitimize Israel.”

It is also the first party platform to 
promise that the United States will fight 
boycotts, sanctions and divestment efforts 
against Israel. The platform states the U.S. 
will work “toward a two-state solution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict negotiated 
directly by the parties that guarantees 
Israel’s future as a secure and democratic 
Jewish state with recognized borders.” And 
it says Jerusalem should “remain the capital 
of Israel, an undivided city accessible to 
people of all faiths.”

It is hard to imagine a more pro-Israel 
platform, particularly given the fears that 
some people had over the makeup of the 
platform committee, whose members 
included individuals with strong pro-Pal-
estinian leanings.

It also is hard to imagine a more pro-Israel 
candidate than Hillary Clinton, who in a 
June foreign policy address called Israel’s 
security “non-negotiable.”

“They’re our closest ally in the region,” 
she said, “and we have a moral obligation 
to defend them.”

By Jeff Ballabon and Bruce Abramson
(JTA) – For years, the leaders of Ameri-

ca’s most established Jewish organizations 
– AIPAC chief among them – have assured 
their members that when it came to Israel, 
there wasn’t much difference between the 
Democratic and Republican parties. Even 
suggesting that control of the White House 
or Congress might matter to the U.S.-Israel 
relationship was taboo, often decried as 
“anti-Israel” if not “antisemitic.”

The 2016 platform debates and con-
ventions have shattered this outlandish 
insistence that in our hyperpartisan era, 
Israel policy somehow managed to remain 
neutral territory. It is now indisputable that 
the parties have radically different views 
of Israel.

To the extent that any bipartisanship 
persists, it is only among the least pro-Is-
rael Republicans and the most pro-Israel 
Democrats. According to their “less than 
comprehensively anti-Israel” view, Israelis 
and Arabs are more or less equally culpable, 
Israel must risk its national security and the 
lives of its citizens, and an independent, 
Judenrein Arab state in the historic Jewish 
heartland is an imperative.

Though the politicians on both sides of the 
aisle backing this vision may see themselves as 
pragmatic, moderate centrists looking out for 
Israel’s interests, what they actually advocate 
is rejecting Israel’s status as a favored ally, 
ignoring history and law, and capitulating to 
Arab intransigence and inhumanity.

Moreover, the bases of both parties 
reject this view. The Republican base sees 
no moral equivalence between Israelis 
building a pluralistic, liberal democracy 
of which all decent people should be proud 
and the Palestinian Authority presiding over 
a genocidal, suicidal death cult. Members 
of the Democratic base, as we saw during 
their convention, reiterate the slanders of 
Jimmy Carter, Bernie Sanders and Cornel 
West, while some burned an Israeli flag 
in symbolic solidarity with the death cult 
whose own flags were proudly waved on 
the convention floor.

West spoke for much of the Democrat-
ic base – and 43 percent of the platform 
committee – when he framed his antipathy 

It’s indisputable: The GOP is the 
pro-Israel party

for Israel as “a moral issue” and called for 
“an end to occupation and illegal settle-
ments” and for “rebuild[ing] Gaza, which 
the U.N. warns could be uninhabitable by 
2020.” Hillary Clinton’s politically savvy 
advisers, understanding that anti-Israel 
agitation would play poorly in the general 
election (overall, Americans still side with 
Israel over the Palestinians, 62 percent to 15 
percent, according to a recent Gallup poll) 
preferred boilerplate language similar to 
the DNC’s 2012 platform: “Israelis deserve 
security, recognition, and a normal life free 
from terror and incitement. Palestinians 
should be free to govern themselves in their 
own viable state, in peace and dignity.” In 
short, a statement of moral equivalence.

The Republicans had reluctantly accepted 
comparable boilerplate language in 2012, 
tempering far stronger pro-Israel sentiment 
among the base to accommodate AIPAC’s in-
sistence that such moral equivalence reflected 
the American Jewish consensus. In 2016, 
however, the GOP resisted such pressure. The 
party’s base rallied behind a more definitively 
pro-Israel approach that embraces the moral 
superiority of Israel’s position and Israel’s 
unconditional sovereignty.

It is this platform language – to which 
we proudly contributed – that Democrats 
and their enablers in establishment Amer-
ican Jewish groups have intentionally and 
repeatedly mischaracterized as standing “to 
the right of Netanyahu” in its “rejection 
of a two-state solution.” No one actually 
reading the words of the 2016 GOP plat-
form plank on Israel could possibly reach 
these conclusions.

The Republican platform’s actual lan-
guage recognizes Israel as a fellow liberal 
democracy and a strategic ally; restates 
an existing American law declaring an 
indivisible Jerusalem as Israel’s capital; 
upholds our ally’s right to defend itself 
against military threats, terror attacks and 
other forms of warfare; labels as false the 
widely accepted canard that Israel is an 
“occupier”; and recognizes the antisemitism 
behind a Boycott, Divestment and Sanction 
movement that has targeted Jewish interests 
far from Israel.

Quit the failed attempts to paint 
Democrats as weak on Israel

Clinton has also demonstrated her 
pro-Israel bona fides as a U.S. senator and 
secretary of state.

She has condemned Palestinian incite-
ment numerous times throughout the years, 
sponsored a Senate resolution calling for 
Magen David Adom’s inclusion in the 
International Red Cross, fought for bills to 
combat antisemitism and Holocaust denial, 
brokered a cease-fire between Israel and 
Hamas, and criticized the U.N. Human 
Rights Council for its “structural bias 
against Israel.”

Clinton helped equip Israel with the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter, advocated for the Iron 
Dome rocket defense system and upgraded 
Patriot missiles, condemned the unfair and 
maligned Goldstone Report, and opposed 
anti-Israel resolutions at the United Nations 
and other international bodies.

Her relationship with Israel extends back 
to her days as first lady of Arkansas, when 
she brought to that state Home Instruction 
for Parents of Preschool Youngsters, an 
educational program developed in Israel. 
Her ties to Israel have continued throughout 
the decades.

Contrast Clinton’s proven support for 
Israel with her opponent’s lack of coherent 
policy on Israel – or any coherent foreign 
policy. One day Donald Trump says the 
United States will be “neutral” on Israel. 
Another day he says his “primary consul-
tant” on foreign policy “is myself and I have 
a good instinct for this stuff.” He questions 
Israel’s commitment to peace and says he’ll 
make Israel pay for American aid.

Trump appeals to racists and antisem-
ites, and his “America first” promises 
would lead to an isolationist and nativist 
America that abandons its allies, including 
Israel. Shimon Peres, a former president 
of Israel, said such a policy would be a 
“very great mistake.”

Peres is among a growing number of 
Israelis and Republicans who recognize that 
a Trump presidency would be dangerous. 
William Kristol, a neoconservative, ardent 
Zionist and editor of The Weekly Standard, 
said a Trump presidency would weaken 
America, which is “is not good for Israel.”

See “GOP” on page 8 See “Democrats” on page 9
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The Jewish Community wishes to express 
its sympathy to Rabbi Scott Glass on the 

death of his father,
Bernard Glass

OF NOTE

Basmann
Nancy Basmann was named a Gold Medalist during 

Professional Photographers of America’s 2016 International 
Photographic Competition. Basmann’s work will be on 
display at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in 
San Antonio, TX, from January 8-10. The exhibit is held 
in conjunction with Imaging U.S.A., an annual convention 
and expo for professional photographers.

A panel of 46 jurors from across the United States se-
lected the top photographs from nearly 5,700 total entries 
submitted at Gwinnett Technical College in Georgia. More 
than 2,428 images were selected for the General Collection 
and 1,007 were selected for the Loan Collection, consid-
ered “the best of the best.” The Loan Collection images 
will all be published in the “Loan Collection” book by 
Marathon Press.

Basmann was named a gold medalist, meaning that two 
of her four merited images entered the PPA Loan Collection. 
The level of the award is determined by how many of the 
four images receive the highest possible honor: acceptance 
into the PPA Loan Collection, which is displayed at pho-
tographic exhibitions, conventions and other photography 
events. In 2016, there were only 102 gold medalists.

“Rosh Hashanah in Uman, Ukraine” talk at BD 
luncheon on Sept. 10

Dr. David Kammerman stood in front of the Great Choral 
Synagogue, the oldest synagogue in Kiev, Ukraine. Located 
in Kiev’s historic neighborhood of Podil, the shul is also 
known as the Podil Synagogue or the Rozenberg Synagogue.

By Paula Rubin
Dr. David Kammerman will be the featured speaker on 

Saturday, September 10, at Beth David Synagogue. His talk 
will be “Rosh Hashanah in Uman, Ukraine.”

A native of New York City, Kammerman was educated 
at Modern Orthodox Yeshiva Day School. He graduated 
from Albany Medical College in 1986 and went on to do a 
residency at Albany Medical Center Hospital. He is a spe-
cialist in physical medicine and rehabilitation. He has visited 
Israel on numerous occasions and has spent time studying 

there. He became interested in the Chasidic movement and 
its origin in Ukraine a number of years ago when he learned 
about a pilgrimage that had been going on for about 200 
years in a small town in Uman, commemorating the death 
of the early Chasidic master Rav Nachman.

The talk will follow the free luncheon directly after services. 
Everyone in the community has been invited to attend. The 
talks are held on the second Shabbat of each month during 
the academic year. For more information on sponsoring all or 
part of any luncheon, call the synagogue at 772-1793.

The Children of Abraham will hold a Remembrance 
and Peace Vigil at the Islamic Organization of Southern 
Tier on Sunday, September 11, in memory of all victims 
of terrorist acts from New York to San Bernardino, Paris, 
Brussels, Orlando, Istanbul, Africa and the Middle East. 
Faith leaders from the three Abrahamic religions – Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam – will speak at the event and pray 
for peace and solidarity.

The candlelight vigil will start at 6 pm at 161 Grand Ave., 
Johnson City, and conclude at sunset. Participants will then 

Jewish Family Service will host Dessert and Games 
Day for adults on Wednesday, September 28, at 1 pm, 
at the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal. The event will begin in the auditorium with time 
for refreshments and socializing with friends. Attendees 
will then move into the meeting room and library for Mah 
Jongg, Scrabble, Dominos, cards, puzzles and a discussion 
group for those who are not interested in playing games.

Groups must be formed in advance for Mah Jongg, 
bridge, canasta and poker, and Antoun needs to be informed 

By Paula Rubin
The annual Salute to Jew-

ish Womanhood, sponsored 
by Women’s League for 
Chabad, will be held this year 
on Tuesday, September 27, at 
7 pm, at the Chabad Center, 
420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal. 
Organizers noted that they 
tried to select a date that was 
available on the community 
calendar and would also allow 
for the most attendance from 
the community, including 
university women.

This year, the program will 
feature “a slightly different” format. Organizers will bring 
PERL, a female concert group, to entertain the women in 
the community. Invitations have been extended to women 
on the Binghamton University campus in hopes they will 
be able to attend.

The cost will be $12.50 per person, or $36 for sponsors 

Children of Abraham to hold vigil
have the opportunity to join the Muslims in their evening 
prayers at the IOST. Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information, contact Ehtisham Siddiqui at 
759-2699 or Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell at 723-7355.

PERL to perform for all area 
women at Women’s League event

The members of the band PERL (l-r): Elisheva Maister, 
cellist; Perl Wolfe, lead singer and band founder; and 
Dana Pestun, violinist.

or $54 for league benefactors. 
To RSVP, call Chabad Center 
at 797-0015 or visit http://
jewishbu.com/womanhood.

PERL was founded by 
the band leader and lead 
singer of Bulletproof Stock-
ings, Perl Wolfe. PERL’s 
music derives from punk, 
pop, jazz, blues and funk. 
Its members also incorpo-
rate their Chasidic faith and 
tradition, using the melodic 
structures from traditional 
Chabad nigunnim. Their 
sound has been compared to 

that of Adele, Nina Simone, Fiona Apple and Florence 
and the Machine. Wolfe cites influences from Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, noting that her lyrics, while not always 
religious, were inspired by Torah and Chasidic teach-
ings. Wolfe noted that women will “party and rock out 
differently when they are alone.”

JFS to hold Dessert and Games Day
who will be playing in each group. Antoun will try to match 
those looking to be included in a group with one that is 
pre-existing. The discussion group is open to all.

For more information or to get help with finding an 
activity to join, call Antoun at 724-2332 or e-mail Rozjfs@
stny.rr.com. Admission will cost $5, payable at the door. 
Reservations are required by Wednesday, September 21. 
Those making a reservation have been asked include a list 
of players in one’s group and to note in which activity the 
group is taking part.

I-88 Exit 7 • AFTON, NY  Call for tee times
www.aftongolf.com

AFTON GOLF COURSE

Weekday Special • Monday - Friday

1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
 or 639-2454

Open to the public

 Green Fee & Cart $28.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $34.00
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

The clash between Russian and American cultures 
serves as the struggle that underlies two recent works about 
Russian Jews in the United States. While the main charac-
ters in Boris Fishman’s “Don’t Let My Baby Do Rodeo” 
(Harper) are Jewish, there is less specific Jewish content 
in Lara Vapnyar’s “Still Here” (Hogarth). However, the 
characters’ difficulties have less to do with religion than the 
realization that life in America is not what they expected.

The marriage of Maya and Alex Rubin in “Don’t Let 
My Baby Do Rodeo” symbolizes the difference between 
two generations of Russian/Ukrainian immigrants to the 
U.S. While Maya came to the U.S. to attend college, Alex’s 
parents emigrated more than a decade earlier in order to 
create a better life for themselves. Unable to have children, 
Maya and Alex adopt a baby whose parents are white, blond 
Midwesterners. Alex’s parents have difficulty accepting 
the adoption and look for someone or something to blame: 
“Alex and his parents had wanted children and grandchil-
dren with the same mindless hunger with which they sat 
down to meals. None had prepared for the possibility that 
this may not be biologically possible. They believe that 
America was at fault; it wouldn’t have happened like this 
back home. There – maybe it was the food, which had no 
preservatives; maybe the slow pace and the absence of 
stress – everyone was fertile.”

While Maya was also not thrilled with having to adopt, 
she loves her son, Max, but is as distressed as her in-laws 
and husband by some of his recent behavior. Although 
Maya and Alex have not told Max, who is 8 years old by 
this time, that he is adopted, Maya wants to make a pil-

Russian Jews – part two
grimage to Montana where Max was conceived and born. 
There she hopes to learn the meaning behind the cryptic 
instructions given to her by Max’s birth mother: “Please 
don’t let my baby do rodeo.” However, the answers she 
finds may change all their lives.

There’s an unsettled and disturbing element to the Ru-
bins’ lives – an essential dissatisfaction that somehow feels 
Eastern European in origin. A sense of dreariness overlays 
their world – a chronic sense of unhappiness. Stitching 
together the reasons behind this was difficult. However, 
that may be the point: The author notes “the Rubins loved 
problems. They’d been born under a dark star; they had 
been abused by circumstance. But they persevered and 
survived.” That definitely summarizes their life in America.

While Alex and his family came to the U.S. as part of 
the Soviet Jewish Movement, the characters in Vapnyar’s 
novel emigrated to the U.S. for economic opportunities. 
Each has found varying levels of success: Sergey is unable 
to keep a job as a financial analyst, which means his wife, 
Vica, has had to give up her dream of becoming a doctor and 
help support the family as a medical technician. Sergey’s 
former girlfriend, Regina, who married a successful, rich 
American, is only semi-content. Although she worked as a 
translator in Russia, Regina now spends her days ordering 
take-out food and watching mindless television. Vadik, 
who once dated Vica, works for Regina’s husband. What 
he lacks is love: although he’s had numerous girlfriends, 
he soon finds a reason to break up with them. The same is 
true for the apartments he rents: he forever hopes to find 
the perfect one, but is never satisfied.

The impetus for the plot centers on Sergey’s idea for 
a computer application that will keep a person’s online 
presence alive after their death. Unfortunately, Regina’s 
husband doesn’t think the app will be successful, something 
that creates problems for Sergey and Vica, whose marriage 
is floundering. In fact, all the characters are unhappy, but 
have little idea how to help themselves. This is partly 
due to the difference between Americans and Russians as 
Vadik notes “that the major difference between Russians 
and Americans was Americans believed that they were 
in charge of their lives, that they could control them. Not 
just that but that it was their responsibility to control their 
lives as much as they could. They would try to fight to the 
very end against all sense, because they considered letting 
go irresponsible.”

Although there is some discussion about whether or not 
people should have a virtual presence after they die, the 
majority of “Still Here” focuses on the characters’ discontent 
with their lives. This makes them less than pleasant people 
to spend time with, although Vapnyar does an excellent job 
showing how they finally come to terms with the sense of 
dissatisfaction that haunts them.

In fact, the main theme that ties these two novels together 
is how none of the characters feel at home in their lives – 
how disappointment and disillusionment seems part of their 
fundamental natures. This makes both works difficult to 
read at times because the characters – even when they are 
being active – feel static, as if they know that nothing they 
do will make a difference. Their Russian mindset dominates 
their lives even in an American landscape.

A one-man tribute to Leonard Bernstein comes to 
the stage

Hershey Felder sings, acts and plays the piano in 
“Maestro.” (Photo courtesy of Hershey Felder Presents)

By Tom Tugend
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – There is a remarkable moment 

in “Maestro,” Hershey Felder’s one-man show about Leon-
ard Bernstein, when the late famed conductor-composer 
is shown in an old film clip on a giant screen and the two 
perform a seamless piano duet from Richard Wagner’s 
“Tristan and Isolde.”

The tour de force characterizes the fusion between 
Bernstein, who died in 1990 at 72, and Felder, very much 
alive and lively at 48.

“Maestro” was to open off-Broadway (59E59 Theaters) 
on September 1 for a six-week run and will tour cities 
throughout the United States and abroad in the future.

The multitalented Felder, who sings, acts and plays the 
piano in a combination of biographical narrative and concert, 
seems confident he will remember his lines. After all, he 

tells an interviewer, “I’ve impersonated Lenny Bernstein 
on stage some 600 times.”

However, even those who have seen Felder tributes to 
Bernstein will find different nuances and characterizations 
in the upcoming New York presentation. “The tone of each 
performance depends on the reaction of the audience, so 
my job never gets easier, only harder,” Felder said, but he 
hopes the result is “a more realized piece.”

There are some actual parallels in the lives of the two 
men. Both grew up in Yiddish-speaking homes, the sons 
of Eastern European immigrants and in tightly knit Jewish 
communities – Bernstein in the Boston area, Felder in his 
native Montreal. A recurrent shtick in the show is Bern-
stein’s Ukraine-born father agonizing how his son is ever 
going to make a living as a musician.
See “Bernstein” on page 11
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2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is August
 10, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The
 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 2518 State Route 12,
 Chenango Forks, New York
 13746.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Qualification of ETK 
REALTY, LLC.  Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/02/16. Office location: 
BROOME County.  LLC formed in 
PENNSYLVANIA (PA) on 03/15/12.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 415 WYOMING AVE., 
SCRANTON, PA  18503, also the 
address of the principal office.  Arts 
of Org. filed with the Secy. of the 
Commonwealth, 302 North Office 
Bldg., Harrisburg, PA  17120.  

 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her
 is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
 NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of formation of BLOOM 
THERAPY LLC. Art. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/04/16. Office in 
Broome County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC, Attn: Chenango Place, 
7 Court Street Binghamton, NY 
13901. Purpose: Any lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of Formation of Hookah 
Heaven LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/4/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom service of 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Garry 
Gilmore, 45 Twin Pines Drive, Apt. 
20F, Brooklyn NY 11239. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is DDM
 SUPPLY LLC.

Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Mirabito-Gresham Insurance & 
Bonds Agency, LLC, Ar ticles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/8/16. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
DIRECT CONNECTION BUY - SELL, 
LLC, Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/03/2016. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: C/) DIRECT 
CONNECTION BUY - SELL, LLC, 60 
Grand Avenue, Johnson City, 13790. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company (LLC). Name: STRENGTH 
IN SISTERHOOD LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
08/10/2016. NY office location: 143 
MURRAY STREET, BINGHAMTON, 
NY 13905 Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The address to 

which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is 143 MURRAY 
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 
Purpose of LLC: Any lawful purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company (LLC). Name: HUMBLE 
BINGHAMTON BEGINNINGS LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 08/10/2016. NY office 
location: 18 FLORAL AVENUE, 
BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 Broome 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon 
him/her is 18 FLORAL AVENUE, 
BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 Purpose 
of LLC: Any lawful purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of North of 
Main Prop LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/20/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 170 Chapin Street, 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of McGonnigal 
Development, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/08/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 118 W. Main St., 
Endicott, NY  13760.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: SwiftATN, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was July 20, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER  NEW YORK LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is AGC
 Landscaping Companies LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is July 26,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against

To place a legal notice,
please contact Bonnie at

724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
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Christina Muscatello, director of Memory 
Maker Project, will be the guest speaker at 
Temple Concord Sisterhood’s Paid Up program 
and lunch on Sunday, September 25, 11 am, at 
Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. 
The event will be free for Sisterhood members 
who have paid their $30 dues or for those who 
pay at the door. The event will cost $5 for guests 
and non-members, according to Ani Loew, 
co-chairwoman with Gina Santiago. Reserva-
tions must be made by calling the temple office 
at 723-7355 before 2 pm on Friday, September 
23. Refreshments will be served.

Muscatello, co-founder and program coordi-
nator of Memory Maker Project, will provide 
a discussion and interactive demonstration showing how 
the arts are used to reduce symptoms associated with 
Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia. Memory Maker 
Project is a project of the Center for Transformative Ac-
tion, a Cornell affiliate. Muscatello has a master’s degree 

Rabbi Rex Perlmeter, the founder of the Jewish Well-
ness Center of North Jersey, will be the Solis-Cohen 
Scholar-in-Residence from Friday-Sunday, September 
9-11, at Temple Concord. Perlmeter has some familiarity 
with the community, as he consulted and met with the TC 
board several years ago when he was the district rabbi and 
worship specialist for the URJ. For his program, “Infusing 
Spirituality into Worship, Study and Our Lives,” he intends 
to “stimulate and challenge” people to see their lives and 
Jewish experiences through different lenses.

By Paula Rubin
The first meeting of the new year for Beth David 

Sisterhood will be held on Wednesday, September 
14, at 7:30 pm, at the synagogue. The speaker will 
be Chaya Mushka Slonim from the Chabad Center. 
Light refreshments will be served and all women in 

By Paula Rubin
Boxes have been placed at locations in the Greater 

Binghamton area to receive non-perishable food items 
for the 10th annual “We Remember You Project.” Once 
again this year, Jews in the area are being asked to donate 
non-perishable food items to place in the marked boxes 
at Beth David Synagogue, Temple Israel, Chabad Center, 
Temple Concord, Hillel Academy, the Jewish Community 
Center and Hillel at Binghamton.

The food items donated should be ones people would 

TC Solis-Cohen Scholar-in-Residence Weekend to 
feature Rabbi Rex Perlmeter from September 9-11

His presentation topic on September 9 will be “Can 
I be Jewish, Religious and Spiritual (And Do I Have to 
Be?)” The program will be integrated into evening Shabbat 
worship service. An oneg Shabbat will follow.

He will lead Torah study of the weekly portion on the 
morning of Saturday, September 10, with an emphasis on 
“the understanding cultivated through the lens of early 
chasidut material, a more spiritual and mystical realm.”

Perleter will then teach about Jewish mindfulness at 8 
pm in his program, “Introduction to Jewish Mindfulness.” 

The presentation will include practice and teaching, utilizing 
both text and “experiential modalities.”

The final program of the weekend will be a brunch held 
on Sunday from 10 am-noon. The topic will be “Staying 
Connected When Living and Loving Hurt: Teachings and 
Reflections on the Spiritual Significance of Suffering and 
Loss.” The cost for the brunch will be $5 per person.

Reservations have been requested for the Saturday and 
Sunday programs so that organizers can have materials and 
refreshments prepared.

Tenth annual “We Remember You” Project under way
wish to put on their own holiday tables: soup, canned 
fruits or vegetables, gefilte fish, pasta or desserts. The 
boxes of food will be picked up on Sunday, September 
18, and reassembled into 15 boxes, or one for each 
recipient family. In addition, a kosher chicken, apples 
and honey and a challah will be added to each box, 
along with a holiday card made by a student from one 
of the Hebrew day schools or Hillel Academy. The 
new boxes will be delivered or picked up on Sunday, 
September 25.

“For most of us, the holidays are synonymous with good 
times, but, for some, these times are just like any other day 
of the week,” said a program representative. “There are 
no family members and no holiday foods to make these 
days special.”

For those who prefer to make a monetary donation, 
checks can be sent to Jewish Family Service, 500 Clubhouse 
Rd., Vestal, NY 13850 and marked “We Remember You” 
on the memo line. Funds collected will be divided among 
the recipient families.

“Spiritual Beauty and the High Holidays” topic of 
Beth David Sisterhood opening meeting

the community have been invited to attend.
Slonim’s talk, “Spiritual Beauty and the High Holidays,” 

is intended to help people “navigate the road to an inner 
self-respect” in preparation for a new year.

“Many of us relate the new year to preparation of a great 
festive meal,” noted organizers of the program. “People 

welcome family and friends, and open their homes to all 
the hopes of a happy healthy and prosperous new year, 
but sometimes we overlook the inner preparations for an 
inner or spiritual beauty.” 

For more information, call Beth David Synagogue at 
722-1793.

Temple Concord Sisterhood Paid Up 
program on reducing memory loss

of education in integrated teaching through the 
arts from Lesley University in Cambridge, MA.

She is an art educator and a community or-
ganizer who works with “the bookends of life” 
– older and younger people. Born and raised in 
Binghamton, she has taught both domestically 
and abroad, and has worked with people living 
with memory loss for more than 10 years. She was 
formally trained in Montessori and arts-based 
approaches to dementia, while working for the 
I’m Still Here foundation in Boston, considered 
one of the leading researchers and practitioners 
of non-pharmacological interventions for people 
living with dementia.

In addition to her presentation, prints of 
participants’ art will be available for purchase. Proceeds 
help buy supplies so more people living with memory loss 
can make art.

Muscatello also provides private art and cultural activi-
ties for people living with memory loss and their loved ones. 
She offers consultation with families to create individualized 
plans that engage their loved ones with “stimulating and 
enjoyable” experiences.

Christina 
Muscatello

school offers children a comforting and nurturing envi-
ronment.” This flexibility and the school’s smaller class 
size allows teachers to tailor lessons to suit their students. 
Hillel also offers science classes for kindergarten through 
fifth grade, something that has been phased out in many 
schools for this age group.

The school has recently moved into its quarters in the 
new Temple Israel building. “We’ve been busy preparing 
for the school opening on September 2,” Stafford said. “The 
teachers have spent the summer working and volunteers 
have helped with the move.” She also noted that she has 
“a great deal of support” from Hillel’s executive board and 
general board, which has made the move easier and the 
change in administration run smoothly.

Stafford announced the appointment of a new 
head of the Judaic studies department: Rabbi Moshe 
Shmaryahu, who will soon be arriving from Israel. 
“In addition to teaching classes, Rabbi Shmaryahu 
will also lead holiday assemblies and group Shabbat 
activities,” she added. “I’ll be helping facilitate and 
schedule the different activities.”

One thing that is important to Stafford is that Hillel 
remain a community school. “My goal is to help keep this 
community resource going,” she said. Being at the school 
has given her “a wonderful education in Jewish culture. 
It’s thrilling to be accepted into this community.”

Principal Continued from page 1

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

JFS “We Remember You”
Holiday Food Collection

Underway
Please deposit non-perishable Jewish High 
holiday food items in the specially marked 
boxes at any of the following locations by 
Sept. 18. Your donation will show our Jewish 
neighbors that they are remembered and we 
want their holidays to be special too.

Beth David Synagogue
Chabad

Hillel Academy
Hillel at Binghamton

JCC
Temple Israel

Temple Concord

JFS will be happy to accept monetary contributions at:
Jewish Family Service, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850

Roz Antoun
724-2332

Lynne Green
723-7272

Paula Rubin
797-0181

For more information call:
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The Hangar Theatre will bring “Wres-
tling Jerusalem,” an original play written 
and performed by Aaron Davidman to 
Ithaca from Wednesday-Saturday, Septem-
ber 7-10, with daily performances at the 
theater, 801 Taughannock Blvd., Ithaca. 
The play examines the political divisions 
that have affected, and continue to affect, 
Israeli-Palestinian society and the world-at-
large. Post-show discussions will follow the 
performance. For show times, visit www.
HangarTheatre.org.

“Wrestling Jerusalem” follows one 
man’s journey as he attempts to better under-
stand the decades-long Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, and grapple with the numerous 
viewpoints and beliefs associated with it.

Throughout the performance, Davidman 

Play about Israeli-Palestinian society in Ithaca
will assume more than a dozen different 
roles, including Israelis, Palestinians, Amer-
icans, leftist rabbis and conservative settlers. 
Each character is said to have “a wide range 
of experiences” with personal and political 
viewpoints to share. According to organizers 
of the program, Davidman’s performance 
“grapples with the complexities of identity, 
history and social justice, portraying the 
simultaneity of truths surrounding conflicts 
in the Middle East.”

The show will offer “a journey of 
discovery,” presenting various points of 
view as Davidman “unfolds the complex 
subjectivities that embody each distinct 
character.” On his personal blog centered 
around “Wrestling Jerusalem,” Davidman 
wrote, “In some ways, I’m changed after 

every performance. These characters teach 
me, again and again, that the narratives that 
shape our world are subjective.”

Each performance at the Hangar The-
atre will be followed by professionally 
facilitated discussions intended to open a 
community dialogue. Josh Friedman, the 
Hangar’s managing director, hopes that 
the project will have “a profound impact” 
on those who attend. “We are looking 
forward to helping further the community 
dialogue around this difficult subject. Our 
hope is that all attendees will leave with a 
willingness to listen to differing opinions 
and with a desire to actively seek common 
ground with those who would otherwise be 
considered opponents.”

Tickets for “Wrestling Jerusalem” start 

at $22 and can be purchased online at 
www.HangarTheatre.org, by phone at 273-
2787 or in person at the Hangar Theatre 
business office, located in center Ithaca on 
the Commons.

The Hangar Theatre seeks to make 
theater accessible to the entire community 
through its Pay What You Can program. 
Patrons may pay what they can afford to see 
a show at the Wednesday night performance 
of “Wrestling Jerusalem.” A limited number 
of tickets are available on a first-come first-
serve basis. The program is supported by 
an action grant from the New York Council 
for the Humanities.

The theater is located two miles north of 
downtown Ithaca on Route 89 at the Treman 
Marina entrance to Cass Park.

Interfaith teens build ramp for home

The Interfaith Ramp It Up effort included Alexander Koffman (far right).

of Churches Ramp It Up program, youth 
ages 13-17 and their adult leaders worked 
on a very hot day for 10 hours to provide 
a much-needed ramp. One of the home-
owners commented on the new freedom 
she felt on being able to use the ramp to 
easily go in and out of her house in her 
wheelchair. This was the second year for 
the Children of Abraham to participate in 
a ramp build.”

Children of Abraham is an interfaith 
effort involving persons from Jewish, 
Christian, Muslim and Unitarian Univer-
salist traditions and congregations. They 
have sponsored interfaith conversations 
and other events in mosques, churches 
and synagogues over the past seven years, 
including food packing for refugees, to 
promote respect and friendship among 
persons and congregations from the Abra-
hamic traditions. For more information, 
visit the “Children of Abraham Southern 
Tier NY” Facebook page or the website 
www.interfaithbroomecounty.com, or 
contact Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell 
at Temple Concord at 723-7355.

Ben Klotzkin helped build a ramp at 
Interfaith Ramp It Up Build.

A group of 11 teens, under the auspices 
of the Children of Abraham, built a ramp 
attached to a home in Endicott in August. 
They represented Jewish, Muslim, Roman 
Catholic, Presbyterian, United Methodist 
and Unitarian Universalist congregations. 

“These youth, who for the most part 
did not know one another ahead of that 
day, enjoyed the experience of working 
together for a common good,” said a pro-
gram organizer. “With the leadership and 
guidance of the Broome County Council 

Exhibit on Yiddish 
writers

The YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research in New York City is holding the 
exhibit “Classic Yiddish Writers in Carica-
ture.” It showcases caricature portrayals of 
Yiddish’s “di klasiker” – the three classic 
authors of Yiddish literature, Mendele 
Moykher-Sforim (S.Y. Abramovitsh), Y.L. 
Peretz and Sholem Aleichem (Sholem Rab-
inovitsh). The caricatures are contemporary 
depictions from the writers’ times from 
Yiddish language newspapers in Europe 
and America: Der Groyser Kundes, Der 
Bezem and Der Ashmeday.

Aleichem dubbed Mendele, Peretz and 
himself as the grandfather, father and the 
son of Yiddish writing. Scholars say these 
three authors brought a high literary form 
into Yiddish during the 19th century, a time 
when most Jewish intellectuals looked 
askance at the language as a vehicle for 
either art or education.

For more information, visit www.yivo.
org/Classic-Yiddish-Writers or contact 
the institute at yivomail@yivo.cjh.org or 
212-246-6080.
Exhibit on Lower East Side

The Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, 
MA, will hold the exhibit “Balka’s Lower 
East Side” from October 23-March 13. 
The multi-artist exhibit will focus on the 
experiences of Eastern European Jews who 
settled on New York’s Lower East Side 
beginning in the late 19th century. It will in-
clude lithographs, drawings and woodcuts, 
and explore such topics as immigration, the 
struggle for acceptance in American culture, 
and the economic devastation of the Great 
Depression. For more information, visit 
www.yiddishbookcenter.org.
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It closes with a longing for “comprehensive and lasting 
peace” negotiated among the residents of the Middle East 
and opposes outside pressure designed to impose any 
specific proposal.

That’s the sum and substance of what today’s Democrats 
consider extremism: acknowledging the rights of Jews in 
the land of Israel, embracing a fellow liberal democracy 
and strategic ally, supporting its efforts to defend itself and 
encouraging it to negotiate with its neighbors.

Nothing in the new GOP platform “rejects” or creates 
even the slightest impediment to a “two-state solution.” It 
simply refocuses American interests correctly – in support 
of our ally Israel’s sovereignty and security – rather than in 
pursuit of “self-determination” for a Palestinian Authority, 
the PLO’s legal and moral successor, that continues to incite 
and support terror and that has explicitly abandoned even 
the pretext of a “peace process.”

The chasm between the parties is clear. Today’s Dem-
ocrats are split among those who see moral equivalence 
between Israel and the P.A. and those who see Israel as 
a rogue apartheid state committing repeated war crimes 
against Palestinian victims. To the Republicans, Israel is a 
close and valued ally under unprecedented attack, worthy of 
the same commitment and support we extend to our closest 
allies. These views of Israel and the policy consequences 
that flow from them are very, very different.

A bipartisan consensus that actually supports Israel 
remains a worthy ideal. As the 2016 conventions showed, 
it is very far from what we have today. Americans who 
care about Israel face a clear choice. There is no use pre-
tending otherwise.

Jeff Ballabon is chairman of the Iron Dome Alliance 
and a senior fellow at the Center for Statesmanship and 
Diplomacy. Bruce Abramson is vice president for policy of 
the Iron Dome Alliance and a senior fellow at the London 
Center for Policy Research.

GOP Continued from page 2

Rabbi Chaim Richman of the Temple Institute stood in 
front a replica of the ark of the covenant in his group’s 
exhibition in the Old City of Jerusalem on August 11. 
(Photo by Andrew Tobin)

The third Jewish Temple is coming to your 
Facebook feed

By Andrew Tobin
JERUSALEM (JTA) – “It’s time to build,” reads the 

tagline of the Temple Institute’s latest YouTube video. The 
phrase encapsulates the group’s mission to rally Jews to 
reconstruct the Temple that was the heart of their religion 
until its destruction 2,000 years ago.

Over much of those two millennia, mourning the loss of 
the Temple and longing for its restoration has been central to 
Jewish thought and practice. As noted by the professionally 
produced video – a montage of Jewish wedding footage 
– the glass stomping that concludes a Jewish wedding is 
one such practice. After a groom, played by an actor, does 
the deed, the glass miraculously reassembles to swelling 
music and text asks: “How many more glasses need to be 
broken?” Then the tagline appears.

The video – released the week before the Jewish fast 
day of Tisha B’Av (which took place on August 14), which 
commemorates the Second Temple’s destruction in 70 C.E. 
by the Romans  – is part of the Temple Institute’s strategy 
of using the new tools of the Internet to bring its ancient 
message to the masses. 

“Our goal is to raise the consciousness of the Jewish 
people and all humanity toward the central role that 
the Holy Temple plays in the life of mankind,” Rabbi 
Chaim Richman, the Massachusetts-born co-founder 
and the international director of the Temple Institute, 
told JTA. “We’re very much focused on getting the 
message out on all the channels of social media and 
all the things people are into today. Most of my work 
is Internet related.”

Established in 1987, 20 years after Israel conquered the 
Temple Mount and the Palestinian territories in the Six-
Day War, the Temple Institute was one of the first groups 
to openly advocate the rebuilding of the two temples that 
once stood on the plaza. Another co-founder is Rabbi 
Yisrael Ariel, who was among the paratroopers who took 
the Temple Mount from Jordanian forces in 1967.

The problem for supporters is that the Temple Mount 
in the Old City of Jerusalem is sacred not only to Jews, 
but to Muslims and Christians, too. The site includes the 
Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa mosque, two of the 
most significant shrines in Islam. Israel chose to leave it 
under Muslim control in 1967 and Jewish prayer is pro-
hibited there.

Ever since, even rumors of changes to the “status quo” 
– let alone provocative calls to build a third Temple in their 
place – have drawn international Muslim ire and Palestinian 
violence. Tensions surrounding the Temple Mount played 
a major role in the first and second Palestinian intifadas, 
or uprisings, and helped trigger the most recent wave of 
attacks that started in October.

Some Israelis have always opposed the government’s 
decision not to reclaim the mount. In the 1980s, the Jewish 
Underground, a Jewish settler terrorist group, plotted to 
bomb the Dome of the Rock, in part to catalyze the con-
struction of the third Temple in its place. The Shin Bet 
security agency thwarted the plot.

Richman, who often quotes the great Jewish rationalist 
Maimonides, said the Temple Institute opposes violence, 
and works “within the confines of the human condition, 
halachah [Jewish law] and the political reality.”

The Temple Institute focuses on preparing the objects 
and skills needed for the sacrifice of animals and the eso-
teric rituals that were carried out by Kohanim, or priests, 
in front of crowds of Jewish pilgrims before the last 
temple’s destruction. All of its work is led by a rabbinical 
council and based on an analysis of Jewish scripture and 
academic research. 

The group also works to build support for its mission 
and itself, which is where the Internet comes in. After his 

cable television show that aired in Texas was canceled in 
2006, Richman found an audience for his Temple-centric 
scriptural exegesis online. These days, his weekly TV 
and radio shows are among the 914 videos that appear 
on the Temple Institute’s YouTube channel, which has 
more than 17,000 subscribers and 4.6 million views. The 
group’s Facebook page has more than 186,000 followers 
and its Twitter account has more than 6,000 followers. 
The Temple Institute e-mail newsletter, which can be 
signed up for on its website, lands in 24,000 inboxes 
every week.

Tel Aviv-based videographer Yosef Adest produces the 
higher-budget videos. Most content is in English to max-
imize reach, including to the many evangelical Christians 
who support the group, many through tax-exempt charities 
in the United States. For many evangelicals, the construc-
tion of a third Temple fulfills a prophecy about the second 
coming of Jesus.

For the past three years, the Temple Institute has 
launched an Indiegogo crowdfunding campaign ahead of 
Tisha B’Av, making headlines in the Jewish press. This 
year’s campaign is for a school to train the priests to staff 
the third Temple. Combined, the campaigns – which run 
the two months until Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New 
Year – have raised less than $150,000. That is a fraction 
of what the group’s assistant director, Yitzchak Reuven, 
said is an average annual operating budget of around 
$1.1 million. But fund-raising isn’t the primary purpose 
of the campaigns.

“We really work on a shoestring budget, so crowdfund-
ing is important for us,” Yitzchak Reuven, the Temple 
Institute’s multimedia director, told JTA. “But the main 
goal is to be part of the dialogue and get people involved. 
We’re not rehashing something that is 2,000 years old. 
We’re articulating it in a way that people can see that it’s 
contemporary, and just being on social media is part of 
the message.”

Also around Tisha B’Av, the Temple Institute has 
for the past four years released videos seeking to re-
frame the day as a time to take action, not mourn the 
past. “How is anything going to change if we don’t do 
anything about it? Our thing is to mourn and cry,” said 
Richman. “God gave us the Temple Mount on a silver 
platter. It would be more honest to say, You know what? 
I’m not interested.”

The Temple Institute’s aggressive outreach has helped 
make it something of an institution in Israel. An exhibi-
tion of the group’s preparations for the Temple moved in 

2013 from a small side street in the Old City to a larger 
space just outside the Western Wall plaza. Hundreds of 
thousands of tourists visit each year. The guided audio 
tour, available in nine languages, culminates with the 
parting of ornate curtains to reveal a life-size replica of 
the ark of the covenant. 

Nearby, overlooking the Western Wall and the Temple 
Mount, is a man-sized gold-plated menorah the group built 
for use in the Temple. It was moved to that prominent lo-
cation in 2007 in a ceremony attended by then-Ashkenazi 
Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger.

The Israeli government provides some funding to the 
Temple Institute – though not reliably or significantly, ac-
cording to its directors – as it does educational and research 
institutions, and allows women to do their national service 
as tour guides at its exhibition. One woman is working 
there now, and three are slated to start next year.

The Temple Institute’s growth has coincided with in-
creased mainstream support for Jewish access to the Temple 
Mount. A large minority of Israelis now oppose the restric-
tion on Jewish prayer on the Temple Mount, according to 
polls. And leading religious figures, Knesset members and 
ministers have called for rebuilding the Temple, including 
Agriculture Minster Uri Ariel of the right-wing nationalist 
Jewish Home party, who was filmed last year praying on 
the Temple Mount.

According to Yair Sheleg, a researcher on religion and 
state at the Israeli Democracy Institute think tank, the 
Temple Institute has benefitted more than it has contrib-
uted to the growth of the Temple Mount movement. “It’s 
surely one of the most important organizations, but the 
climate doesn’t come because of actions of organizations, 
the climate comes because of much more general social 
reasons,” he told JTA. “The social climate came because 
many religious Zionists think during the last decade that 
secular Zionism has failed, and that only religious mo-
tivation can maintain the national spirit against Muslim 
religious motivations.”

Even for many religious Jews, actively seeking the re-
building of a third Temple is not just politically provocative, 
but spiritually suspect. “The rabbinic model developed 
after the destruction of the Second Temple is the one that 
has set the tone for Jews, regardless of denomination, for 
2,000 years,” Marcie Lenk, a research fellow at the Sha-
lom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem, wrote in 2014. “The 
rabbis were responsible for creating the system of Judaism 
that would survive and thrive without a Temple, though 
they insisted that the Temple and its destruction should be 
remembered and commemorated.”

Yuval Cherlow, a moderate religious Zionist rabbi, said 
that while preparing to rebuild the Temple is a good thing, 
the first step is “re-creating society and yourself.

“The prophets constantly emphasized that the pillars 
of the Temple are a society that is full of justice, charity 
and humanity, and without pride,” he told JTA. “I really 
believe that if the temple will be rebuilt in this situation, 
without those pillars, it will be destroyed again.”
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Fifty Republican security experts signed a letter stat-
ing that Trump would be “the most reckless president in 
American history,” and has demonstrated that “he has 
little understanding of America’s vital national interests, 
its complex diplomatic challenges, its indispensable alli-
ances, and the democratic values on which U.S. foreign 
policy must be based.”

Those “vital national interests” and “indispensable 
alliances” include Israel.

Chuck Freilich, a former Israeli deputy national security 
adviser, called Trump a “loose cannon,” telling Haaretz, 
“This can produce not just diplomatic confusion and dis-
cord – but it can lead to wars in the Middle East.”

Pro-Israel Republicans, rather than wasting money 
on the fear of Democrats bringing even more American 
Jews to their party, particularly this year, should instead 
put their efforts into ensuring that American support for 
Israel remains bipartisan.

Let’s bring down the curtain on failed attempts to paint 
Democrats as weak on Israel. It’s untrue, it’s not working 
and it’s not helpful – to Israel.

Michael M. Adler is treasurer of Jews for Progress, a 
pro-Hillary Clinton super PAC, and is a former chairman 
of the National Jewish Democratic Council.

Democrats Cont. from page 2

L-r: Jalil Dabit, an Arab Christian from Ramle, and Oz 
Ben David, who grew up Jewish in Beersheba, opened the 
restaurant together. (Photo by Toby Axelrod)

By Toby Axelrod
BERLIN (JTA) – In a corner of former East Berlin, where 

shabby, red brick buildings meet cobblestone streets, lies a 
new Promised Land. Kanaan – a casual, vegetarian Mid-
dle Eastern restaurant named for the biblical lands before 
they were conquered by the Israelites – is something of a 
dream come true. And that’s not just because its hummus 
is “oh yes,” as one German blogger recently described it. 
Rather, it’s the result of a unique partnership between its 
30-something owners, Oz Ben David, who grew up Jewish 
in Beersheba, and Jalil Dabit, an Arab Christian from Ramle.

The duo met in the German capital, where they are trying 
to turn a culinary dream into reality. Before the men ever 
met, they had separately nursed the same idea: to draw upon 
their heritage to create a delicious, modern cuisine. And, 
of course, to earn their living by it. Kanaan, which opened 
a year ago, is a unique hybrid, where the Arab cuisine of 
Dabit’s grandfather meets the recipes of Ben David’s Mo-
roccan and Romanian grandmothers. In some ways it’s an 
“only in Berlin” phenomenon, thanks in part to the city’s 
relatively open attitude toward foreigners. Berlin boasts 
a small, but lively, Israeli population (estimated at some 
10,000) and a significant number of Arabs of Palestinian 
origin, which some estimate at about 35,000. These facts, 
along with Berlin’s famously low cost of living, made it 
an ideal spot for two non-Germans to test the waters of an 
unusual restaurant concept. 

On a typically cloudy August evening in Prenzlauer 
Berg – a hip district that’s akin to Brooklyn’s Williamsburg 
both in terms of its uber-hip character, as well as its more 
recent evolution into a family-friendly spot – children are 
playing in Kanaan’s outdoor garden while adults sit under 
large café umbrellas dipping soft, fresh pita into silky 
smooth hummus and munching on roasted cauliflower 
glazed with a date honey sauce. The restaurant, tucked 
in a corner overlooking the commuter railway tracks, is a 
bit of an oasis: lush vines have grown around the outdoor 
dining area, and small flowers trail from a makeshift arbor. 
In other words, it was a perfect, peaceful spot for an Israeli 
and a Palestinian to set up shop.

“It’s so crazy how we met,” said Dabit, 34, who shuttles 
back and forth from Ramle to run Samir, the restaurant 
of his late grandfather and father. Two years ago, Dabit’s 
Israeli girlfriend, who was studying at the University of 
Potsdam, urged him to settle down in Berlin. He agreed, but 
told her, “I need to do something.” For a year, he absorbed 
the scene, “to understand people and see how it works. And 
food, food, food was always the thing.”

This Israeli and Palestinian duo owns Berlin’s 
hippest hummus joint

Separately, Ben David, 36, a marketing expert, was 
itching to try gastronomy. It seemed ordained that the 
two should meet. “It was like a road we almost couldn’t 
resist,” Ben David said.

Before meeting Dabit, Ben David watched Oren Ros-
enfeld’s 2015 film “Hummus! The Movie,” which featured 
Dabit and his family’s Ramle restaurant. In the film, Dabit 
muses about opening a place of his own in Berlin. But when 
mutual friends suggested they meet, Ben David hesitated 
– he said his father was worried about him working with 

an Arab from the West Bank. And, as it happens, Dabit’s 
father had his own doubts about his son setting up shop in 
Germany, as he didn’t want to lose him as a business partner.

But Dabit finally appeared in Ben David’s office and 
said, “‘Listen, I need to bring a good excuse to my father 
to leave the business in Israel,’” Ben David recalled.

“I told him about my story and what I wanted to do,” Dabit 
said about his plan to open an eatery featuring his family’s best 
recipes from the Ramle restaurant. “And he liked the idea.”
See “Duo” on page 11
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Congregational Notes

RABBI LEVI Y. SLONIM, DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING AND DEVELOPMENT, ROHR CHABAD 
CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDENT LIFE AT BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

Weekly Parasha
Re’eh, Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17

Friday, September 2, light candles ..................... 7:16 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 3 .................. 8:15 pm
Friday, September 9, light candles ..................... 7:04 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 10 ................ 8:03 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim
E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein
E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates or 
more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi 
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh 
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for 
Humanistic Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization 
that brings people together to explore and celebrate 
Jewish identity, history, culture and ethics within 
a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part of an 
international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, 
a national association with over 30 member communities 
and congregations around the country. Established 
in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish 
holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar 
and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, September 2-3, the Bat mitzvah 
of Zoe Glick, daughter of Cory Foster and Rich Glick, 
will be celebrated.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-noon; 
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, September 2 .................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, September 3...................................................9 am
 ........................................................ Mincha/Maariv 7:05 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun.-Mon., September 4-5 .......................................8:30 am
Tues.-Fri., September 6-9 .........................................6:40 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., September 4-8 .....................................7:10 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, September 10, the Shabbat luncheon series 
will resume at Beth David Synagogue. The luncheon will 
follow services, and will be free and open to the entire 
community. September’s program will feature Dr. David 
Kammerman, who will speak on “Rosh Hashanah in Uman, 
Ukraine.” (See also article on page 3.)

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, September 2, at 6:30 pm, there will be Shab-
bat services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, then a 
walk downtown for the LUMA displays. Those interested 
in attending have been asked to note the special time.

On Saturday, September 3, there will be no Torah 
study for Labor Day weekend.

On Sunday, September 4, from 10 am-2 pm, there will 
be a Temple Concord Sisterhood rummage sale. There 
will be a buy-one-get-one-free deal on pairs of jeans.

On Wednesday, September 7, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Temple Concord Sisterhood board meeting.

From Friday-Sunday, September 9-11, there will be the 
Solis-Cohen Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with Rabbi 
Rex Perlmeter on the theme of “Infusing Spirituality 
into Worship, Study and Our Lives.” Reservations have 
been requested for the programs on Saturday-Sunday, 
September 10-11 programs, so enough materials and 
refreshments can be prepared. For further information 
and to make reservations, call 723-7355 or e-mail tem-
pleconcord@stny.rr.com. (See also article on page 5.)

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, September 3, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, 
Art Siegel and Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Myrna 
Dubofsky. The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 11:26-
16:17. The haftarah will be Isaiah 66:1-24.

On Sunday, September 11, at 10 am, there will be an 
adult education brunch at Temple Concord. Rabbi Rex 
Perlmeter, founder of Jewish Wellness Center of New 
Jersey, will speak. The cost will be $5 per person for 
the brunch. Reservations are required by calling Temple 
Concord at 723-7355. (See also article on page 5.)

On Saturday, September 24, at 9:30 am, there will 
be the third anniversary of Sophia Klin’s bat mitzvah 
with a kiddush luncheon afterward. All members of the 
congregation have been invited.

Save the date of Sunday, September 25, at 4 pm, for 
the temple’s “Welcome Home” celebration. (For more 
information, see article on page 1.)

A fundamental teaching of Rabbi Yisrael Baal Shem-tov, 
the founder of Chasidism, is that there is a lesson regarding 
one’s service of God to be derived from each and every 
thing one sees and hears. If that is true for everything 
mundane and banal, how much more acutely this applies 
to laws and teachings of the Torah?

Many of us are familiar with the criterion that render 
an animal kosher as stated in this week’s parasha: “These 
are the animals that you may eat: ...Every animal that 
has a split hoof, that is separated with a split into two 
hooves, that brings up its cud among animals – it you 
may eat.” (Deuteronomy 14:4, 6) But what is the deeper 
significance of the split hooves and chewing of the cud? 
What would be the lesson for us to apply in our own 
lives from this law?

Cloven hoof, chewing cud and me

Each of us is “wired” a certain way. There are things 
that come easily, even naturally, to us; things we are drawn 
to – and then there are the things that present more of a 
struggle and challenge.

One person is more of a giver and another, more of a 
receiver. Some of us are morning people and others, natural 
night owls. Some excel in might, restraint and discipline 
while others in giving and sharing. Ultimately, in a com-
mitted relationship it is not enough for us to just be there 
for our loved ones in the ways that comes easily. Often, 
it is specifically through that which comes harder that we 
show our true devotion. But always, balance is required.

The split hoof – the right part as separated from the 
left part – the two dichotomous dimensions – allude to 
this idea. A “kosher life” requires a split hoof; it means 

doing what has to be done whether it comes easy or not, 
whether I like it or not.

It was only after Abraham withstood the 10th and final 
test, by showing that he was ready to sacrifice his son, Isaac, 
on the altar, that God told him, “For now I know that you 
are a God-fearing man.” (Genesis 22;12) This was not just 
a difficult test; this would have gone not only contrary to all 
God had promised him up until then, but also demanded of 
Abraham to act in a way of gevurah, might and restraint, 
which was totally opposite his primary characteristic of 
kindness – chesed. In the words of the Rebbe, as adapted by 
Rabbi Zvi Freeman, “How can you know that your motives 
are sincere? What is the test? The test will be when doing 
the right thing cuts against the grain.”
See “Cud” on page 11
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club

The second sign of a kosher species, “chewing its cud,” 
has much to teach us as well. Even after being ready to 
lead our lives and serve God in both ways – both those that 
come naturally as well as those more difficult – we must 
do more. We must constantly “chew it over.” We must ask 
ourselves time and again whether we are doing this out of 
total devotion to God and in fulfillment of His desires. Are 
we truly committed with everything we have and for the 
right reasons? Are we serving God or is this self-serving? 
To quote a well-known tag line in kosher sales: Are we 
really answering to a higher authority?

Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher rebbe, of 
righteous memory.

Cud Continued from page 10

The JCC Friendship Club met on August 24. Morty 
Hofstein gave an interesting overview of the opera “La 
Boheme” by Giacomo Puccini and the era when it was 
written. He also showed a video of the first two acts. 
It was interesting to see and hear a young Luciano 
Pavarotti sing the part of Rudolpho. Morty told a little 
about the singers. He said he picked this opera because 
it is one of his favorites and is also famous. The story 
of “La Boheme” is set in Paris, France, about 120 years 
ago on Christmas Eve. He said that “La Boheme” means 
the gypsies and eventually came to mean anyone who 
lived a free life. Today we would call them hippies. The 
four men living in a cold, unheated attic are Rudolfo, 
tenor, a poet; Marcello, baritone, a painter; Schaunard, 
baritone, a musician; and Colline, base, a philosopher. 
Mimi, a poor seamstress, lives in the same building. 
After three of the men go downstairs to wait for Ru-

dolfo to finish the article he is writing and join them, 
Mimi goes upstairs to get her candle lit when it went 
out. They sing beautiful arias and find out that they 
are in love. The two of them join their friends at Café 
Momus on the Left Bank. Morty will finish the last 
two acts on Wednesday, September 14, at the Jewish 
Community Center.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond. 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Ann Brillant said the 
blessing over the cookies supplied by Morty. Charlene 
Thompson will “weave her magic spell” playing on the 
piano, accordion and autoharp on Wednesday, September 
7. She will also sing some of her original songs, as well 
as some written by others. Come join us on Wednesday 
at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

Sylvia Diamond
President

The show follows Bernstein from his admission to 
Harvard (squeezing in under the 10 percent Jewish quota), 
to his first steady job as assistant conductor of the New 
York Philharmonic, to his triumphs as a composer both of 
classical music and classic Broadway musicals. There is 
the historical date of November 14, 1943, when in a pure 
Hollywood fantasy, a hung-over Bernstein is awakened 
by a phone call telling him that the evening’s scheduled 
conductor, Bruno Walter, has suddenly fallen ill and that 
he, the 25-year-old Lenny, must wield the baton at 3 pm 
that very day. Bernstein, of course, triumphed and the rest 
is history. 

“Maestro” introduces the great conductors who influ-
enced Bernstein, each infused by Felder with a distinct 
personality and different European accent. We meet the 
likes of Walter Damrosch, Dimitri Mitropoulos, Fritz Reiner 
(“with the permanent expression of a man who had sex 
once and didn’t like it,” says Felder), Walter and, above 
all, the music director of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
Serge Koussevitzky.

On another level, there is Bernstein the composer, 
whose works, such as “Jeremiah,” “Dybbuk Suites” and 
“Kaddish,” reflected his deep Jewish roots.

From a world-renowned classical conductor, Bernstein 
turned to the musical stage with works ranging from “On 
the Town” to “Candide” and the triumphant “West Side 
Story,” a modern-day version of “Romeo and Juliet.” 
(Bernstein originally cast the warring clans as Jews vs. 
Catholics, but cooler heads prevailed, “so we threw out 
the Jews and brought in the Puerto Ricans,” Bernstein is 
quoted as saying.)

On a third level is Bernstein, the complex and conflicted 
human being. He was happily married to the Chilean-born 
Felicia Montealegre, the mother of his three children, but 
made little effort to hide his liaisons with men.

“Maestro” opens with Bernstein on his deathbed. Felder 
believes that for all the worldly acclaim, the celebrated 
musician pronounced a harsh judgment on himself. Perhaps 
his greatest sorrow was that he never composed the one 
classical masterpiece that would immortalize his name, 
Felder said. In his later years, “Bernstein also suffered from 

strong feelings of guilt,” Felder believes. “He shoved [his 
affairs with men] down Felicia’s throat and he didn’t care 
how devastated she was.”

“Maestro” runs nearly two hours, without an intermission, 
and the sheer physical stamina required for the one-man play 
is astonishing. Even more so as Felder throws himself into 
the role with unreserved physical and emotional passion that 
stops just short of going over the top. In addition, Felder 
transmits a real feeling for the creative processes underlying 
the arts of conducting and composition. 

Over a span of 19 years and some 4,500 stage perfor-
mances, Felder has also interpreted the lives and works 
of Beethoven, Chopin and Liszt, as well as Irving Berlin 
and George Gershwin. (Felder introduces the latter by his 
birth name, Yankele [Jacob] Gershowitz.) In addition, 
Felder presents his own works, including the concerto 
“Aliyah,” the opera “Noah’s Ark” and “Love Songs of 
the Yiddish Theatre.”

Next on Felder’s schedule is his musical and biographical 
homage to “Our Great Tchaikovsky,” which will premiere 
next year.

When not touring, Felder lives in Paris and New York 
with his wife, Kim Campbell, the former Canadian prime 
minister, whom he met while she was serving as her coun-
try’s consul general in Los Angeles.

“Maestro,” directed by Joel Zwick, will run through 
October 16, with Felder’s signature “The Great American 
Songbook Sing-Along” added as an occasional bonus.

Bernstein Continued from page 4

Kanaan, a Middle Eastern restaurant owned by an Israeli 
and a Palestinian, is a happening spot in Berlin’s hip 
Prenzlauer Berg neighborhood. (Photo by Toby Axelrod)

chickpeas, is Tamir, a 34-year-old Druze refugee who ran a 
clothing store in Syria. His wife, expecting their first child, 
is an agricultural engineer. They feared for their lives in 
Syria, Tamir said.

“Germany is afraid of refugees, but demographic change 
is something that every society has to face,” said Dabit, 
whose family restaurant has employed Arabs, Christians 
and even Jewish immigrants from the United States. “Are 
we going to miss the opportunity and see a crisis, or use 
the opportunity to make us stronger?”

Ben David and Dabit are seeking out other opportunities, 
too. They want to become a household name – through 
Kanaan for now, but eventually through cookbooks, 
television and a showroom for their food products. They 
recently opened a smaller venue in the Kreuzberg section 
of Berlin, an area that has become home to much of the 
city’s new Israeli population. “In five years we are planning 
to be the biggest food company producing Middle Eastern 
food in Germany,” Ben David said.

They are also planning a “Spice Dreams” program – a 
spice packaging enterprise that would train refugees and 
teens from disadvantaged socioeconomic backgrounds to 
help them “learn about business and have goals,” he said.

For now, however, Dabit and Ben David are working 
to win over locals who are not necessarily familiar with 
Middle Eastern foods. The trick? “Put something they are 
familiar with inside,” Ben David said.

For example, the partners mixed the familiar favorite 
hummus with either shakshuka (eggs poached in a spicy 
tomato sauce) or crisp Moroccan potato pancakes – prepared 
with tahini instead of egg as a binder. Just like that, two 
of Kanaan’s signature dishes were born. “It was obvious,” 
said Dabit, his eyes twinkling from behind black-and-white-
rimmed glasses. “We need to touch people in a different 
way. Our message is that when we combine things together, 
it’s always better.”

Duo Continued from page 9
“From the moment we decided to work together, I can’t 

say it was easy,” Ben David said. “We did not have money, 
we had no place, no EU passports, and there was a lot of 
competition for space.”

Last summer, after stalking various short-order joints 
around town, they approached the owner of a restaurant, 
a German of Lebanese background, who also owned the 
shack across the street. At the time, the underutilized space 
operated as a pizzeria in the evenings. “I came to this 
German man with my Israeli temperament,” recalls Ben 
David, whose dark hair is pulled into a bun. He proposed 
to work lunchtime only; a test to see if people liked their 
food. They scheduled a trial run and organized an event, 
the “Hummus, Fashion and Peace Connection,” a tasting-
slash-dance party, to show off their talents. The event drew 
many hundreds of guests over two days, Dabit and Ben 
David said, and Kanaan eventually opened as a full-fledged 
restaurant – and both fathers came around.

Back in Ramle, Dabit told his father, “Baba, we opened 
a restaurant.” He promised to bring him to Berlin to see 
the place, but Dabit’s father died before the plan came to 
fruition. Still, Dabit said his father had understood and 
approved of his plan. “My father knew all my life that I 
am doing a lot of things,” Dabit said. “I am a strange bird.”

Ben David’s parents had a harder time with his decision to 
live in Berlin. “They would prefer me being close to them,” 
he said. “But they are happy to see me successful and making 
my dreams come true. And they come to visit me a lot.”

Kanaan’s cooks use the former pizzeria’s kitchens across 
the street, as well as the second one in the shack. Among 
the employees are recent refugees from Eritrea and Syria, 
who are permitted to earn money while studying the Ger-
man language. More than a million refugees, mostly from 
Muslim and African countries, have poured into Germany 
over the past year. “We have had an English and Russian 
teacher from Syria; we have had many young people age 
18, 19, with no profession,” Ben David said. “We teach 
them how to cook.”

In the kitchen on this night, standing at a pot filled with 
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From JNS.orgJNS briefs Aug. 30, 2016

IsraAid sending aid team to help 
Louisiana flood victims

An Israeli international aid organization sent a team of 
relief workers to help those affected by the Baton Rouge 
flood. The eight-person delegation from IsraAid will help 
residents collect personal items from the wreckage and help 
return them to a normal routine. More than 13 people were 
killed and more than 60,000 houses were damaged due to 
flooding from a torrent of rain over three days. “We’ve been 
following how the storm and flooding have been developing 
over the last few days.” IsraAid Global Programs Director 
Naama Gorodischer told Yediot Achronot. “With the help of 
our local partners, we’ve been able to get a good situation 
report on the extent of the damage, and the urgent need 
for assistance and rehabilitation.” Gorodischer, who is 
overseeing the delegation that was traveling to Louisiana 
over the Aug. 27 weekend, said the team is expected to 
arrive when the water levels subside, which will enable 
them to start working immediately. 
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From JTA
Report of Soviet nukes headed to Egypt 
set U.S. on alert in ‘73 war

The United States went on high alert in October 1973 
because of intelligence indicating that the Soviet Union 
was delivering nuclear weapons to Egypt at the height 
of the Yom Kippur War, newly declassified CIA papers 
show. It has long been known that the National Security 
Council under President Richard Nixon ordered a Def Con 
III (or Defense Condition III) alert, the highest available 
in peacetime, because of a possible nuclear threat against 
Israel. What was not known until the week of Aug. 26, 
when the CIA declassified its briefings for Nixon, was what 
triggered the concern. Tim Naftali, a presidential historian 
who has directed the Nixon presidential library, reviewed 
the documents in a post on Aug. 26 on CNN’s website. 
“American intelligence had detected a Soviet ship headed 
for Egypt that it believed was carrying nuclear weapons,” 
Naftali wrote. “In addition, the United States detected two 
Soviet amphibious ships nearing Egypt.” Previous reporting 
showed that the Soviets were alarmed by the Def Con III 
alert and sought to quickly defuse the situation, reassuring 
the Americans that no nuclear action was planned. The Def 
Con III alert put in place on Oct. 24, 1973, was removed 
the next day. The Soviet ships near Egypt dispersed, Naftali 
wrote. However, it is not known what happened to the ship 
that reached Egypt, which intelligence officials believed 
to be carrying nuclear weapons.
Demonstration by Polish soccer fans 
features burning Jews in effigy

Several dozen soccer fans in Poland hung a banner 
containing antisemitic language at a train station in Lodz 
at a demonstration that featured the burning of Jews in 

effigy. Approximately 50 men were photographed on a 
bridge at the Lodz Kaliska station on Aug. 26 with a banner 
reading “19.08, today the Jews got a name. Let them burn,” 
followed by an obscenity, the Gazeta Wyborcza newspaper 
reported. The message referenced to the LKS Lodz team, 
which was founded in 1908 and many Poles associate 
with Jews because of the Jewish history of Lodz. The city 
in central Poland had a large Jewish population before 
the Holocaust, partly because it was a capital of the local 
textile industry. The fans, some wearing balaclavas, set fire 
to at least three puppets hanging from the bridge and are 
understood to symbolize burning Jews. Police are looking 
for the demonstrators, who are suspected of incitement to 
racial hatred and intimidation, the daily reported.
EU allocates $1.5 million to expand 
Lodz train station museum

The European Union allocated $1.5 million for the ex-
pansion of the museum at the Radegast train station in Lodz, 
from which Jews were shipped to death camps during the 
Holocaust. The money will be used to modernize the build-
ing and construct a multimedia model of the Lodz Ghetto, 
which existed from April 1940 to August 1944. During the 
Holocaust, the Nazis sent Jews from the ghetto to death 
camps from the Radegast station. After the war the station 
fell into disrepair and appeared to be forgotten. A museum 
was opened there 10 years ago. The multimedia model of 
the Lodz Ghetto, or Litzmannstadt Ghetto, as it was known 
in German, will be made on a scale of 1:1400 and will show 
the ghetto as it appeared in May 1944. “Through multimedia, 
visitors will gain an opportunity to meet and listen to the 
witness of history,” according to Piotr Machlanski, director 
of the Museum of Independence Traditions in Lodz, which 
owns and operates the museum at the Radegast station. The 
work at the station is expected to be completed in 2019.

Son of terror victim calls on world 
Scouts to drop Palestinian association

The son of an American man killed in a Jerusalem terror 
attack has called on the world scouting organization to drop 
the membership of the Palestinian branch, which has glorified 
his father’s killer. The Palestinian Scout Association, which 
was accepted six months ago as full member of the World 
Organization of the Scout Movement, named its leadership 
training course that started the week of Aug. 26 after the killer 
of Richard Lakin. Publicity for the Martyr – Leader Baha 
Alyan Course shows Alyan in a Palestinian Scouts uniform. 
The Palestinian branch had been a non-voting conditional 
member of the world body for 10 years. “Should you allow 
the Palestinian Scout Association to keep its membership in 
the World Organization of the Scout Movement at the same 
time as they are presenting a murderer as a role model for 
future Scout leaders, then your organization is effectively a 
co-sponsor of this terror promoting course,” Micah Lakin 
Avni, of Tel Aviv, wrote to the world scouting organization. 
Richard Lakin and two others were killed last October in 
a stabbing spree aboard a Jerusalem bus by Alyan and an 
accomplice. Lakin moved to Israel from Connecticut in 1983 
and held dual American and Israeli citizenship. More than 10 
people were wounded in the attack. Alyan was killed and his 
accomplice was captured; Balal Abu Gaanam was sentenced 
to three life sentences. “As long as Palestinian leaders nurture 
a culture of hate, encouraging school children to go out and 
kill, more violence is inevitable,” Lakin Avni also wrote to 
the scouting group. “By encouraging hatred, they distance 
all of us from the love of and belief in peaceful coexistence 
for which my father stood.” The watchdog website Pales-
tinian Media Watch first highlighted the Palestinian Scouts 
leadership course. It also called on the World Organization 
of the Scout Movement to cancel the membership of the 
Palestinian Scout Association.
Abbas: Palestinians ready to join peace 
initiative

The Palestinians are ready to participate in a peace 
initiative, the office of Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas said. “We are ready to participate in any 
regional or international initiative with the objective of a 
comprehensive and fair solution,” the president’s spokes-
man, Nabil Abu Rudeina, said in a statement, the French 
news agency AFP reported on Aug. 29. The statement comes 
amid unconfirmed reports that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is arranging a meeting between Abbas and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The Kremlin could 
not confirm such a meeting, AFP reported. The Israeli news 
website Ynet reported on Aug. 28 that an Abbas-Netanyahu 
meeting under the auspices of Putin would take place around 
October, citing unnamed Israeli and Palestinian officials. 
The Palestinians favor the French peace initiative launched 
in June at a one-day summit in Paris of foreign ministers 
from two dozen countries aimed at rebooting peace talks 
between the Israelis and Palestinians, who were not invited 
to the event. The ministers proposed an international con-
ference to further talks between the two sides by the end 
of the year without setting a date. Israel has balked at the 
initiative, saying it enables the Palestinians to continue to 
avoid the direct talks Israel wants and compromise. Abbas 
and Netanyahu last met officially in 2010, but it is believed 
that since then they have held secret meetings.
Italy’s national Jewish museum donating 
a day of proceeds to earthquake relief

The National Museum of Italian Judaism and the Shoah 
is among dozens of state museums and cultural sites that 
will donate all proceeds from visitors on Aug. 28 to aid 
earthquake victims and rescue efforts in central Italy. The 
museum, which is under development, does not yet have 
a permanent exhibition, but announced it would donate its 
proceeds from visitors to its temporary exhibit on the Torah. 
On Aug. 25, the culture minister of Italy announced that the 
Aug. 28 proceeds from state-run museums and archaeological 
sites all over the country would go to the area devastated 
by the quake that hit early Wednesday morning and urged 
Italians to visit them to show solidarity. At least 291 people 
have been confirmed dead in the 6.2 magnitude temblor. 
Meanwhile, more than 20 volunteers from the Israeli aid 
organization IsraAid have been working in the earthquake 
zone since Aug. 25 along with other relief organizations, 
including volunteers from Islamic Relief Italia. Italy’s na-
tional Jewish umbrella organization, UCEI, and the Rome 
Jewish community initiated a blood drive in Rome; among 
the donors was outgoing Israeli Ambassador Naor Gilon. 
Local Jewish communities and UCEI have collected funds 
and material for relief operations, and UCEI opened a special 
bank account for earthquake relief donations.
Duer wins world bantamweight title on 
return to ring

Argentine Jewish boxer Carolina Raquel Duer won the 
interim International Boxing Federation’s world bantam-
weight title in her return to the ring after two years. Duer, 
38, nicknamed “The Turk,” knocked out Aline de Casia 
Scaranello of Brazil in the sixth round on Aug. 26 in Quilmes, 
a Buenos Aires suburb. In 2010, Duer was the first Jewish 
woman to hold a WBO crown, which she defended six times. 
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