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Spotlight

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater 

Binghamton will hold its combined Super 
Sunday and Annual Meeting event on Sun-
day, September 18, at 10 am, at the Jewish 
Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal. The theme for this year’s campaign 
is “Nourish our roots for the future.” The 
cost to attend will be $10.

The event will include the election 
of officers to the Federation’s Board of 
Directors and the giving of the Yash-
er Koach awards, which honor local 
members of community organizations. 
That afternoon, the Phonathon will be 
held from 2-8:30 pm and continue from 

Hillel at Binghamton and the Orthodox 
Union’s Jewish Learning Initiative on 
Campus will once again present its annual 
Selichot concert on Saturday, September 
24, at 8:30 pm, at Beth David Synagogue, 
39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton.

Co-sponsored by Beth David Syna-
gogue, Temple Concord and Temple Israel, 
along with the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Binghamton, Hillel at Binghamton’s annual 
Selichot Concert has drawn large crowds in 
the past and “aims to inspire.” Last year, 
more than 100 students and community 
members gathered at Beth David Synagogue 
to sing, dance and hear stories to get mem-

By Reporter staff
This year’s annual Salute to Jewish 

Womanhood, sponsored by Women’s 
League for Chabad, will be held on Tues-
day, September 27, at 7 pm, at the Chabad 
Center, 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal. It will 
feature a musical performance by the group 
PERL, a trio of Chasidic Jewish women, 
led by Perl Wolfe.

Compared to performers including Fiona 
Apple and Florence and the Machine, Wolfe 
and her band perform what Wolfe describes 
as blues-jazzy indie rock. The music is also 
influenced significantly by their lives and 
religion. Featuring Wolfe and bandmates 
Elisheva Maister, a cellist, and Dana Pestun, 
a violinist, PERL’s performances have 
gained popularity by providing an avenue 
for women to enjoy music that otherwise 
would not exist.

Primarily, this is due to their appear-
ances in spaces reserved for women only. 

Singer seeks to inspire women through music

PERL to perform at annual Salute to Jewish 
Womanhood on Sept. 27

As Wolfe noted in an interview with The 
Reporter, “Women need a place to sing and 
dance with other women and be uninhibit-
ed.” Their concerts are not just for Jewish 
women, however: all women are welcome 
to “connect on something innate – just being 
a woman.” Thanks to an environment she 

Hillel and OU-JLIC to hold community Selichot 
concert on Sept. 24

bers in the mood for the upcoming High 
Holiday season. Led by Jason Flatt, one of 
the student leaders of the Reform Jews at 
Hillel, along with Rabbi Akiva Weiss, the 
director of the OU-JLIC, the students are 
expecting more than 100 participants at this 
year’s event as well.

“I hope we have standing room only,” 
said Weiss, one of the concert’s performers. 
“It’s really such an amazing thing, to see the 
students at the university come together with 
the members of our Greater Binghamton 
community, to both reach across denomi-
national divides and bring us together for 
what is really a soulful concert.”

Remarked Flatt, “That’s what’s amazing 
about music and why I particularly love 
song-leading. Music brings us all together.”

Now in its third year, the concert aims to 
be “even bigger and more diverse,” hoping 
to attract the students and older community 
crowds, but also those who are younger. 
“We’re going to have food and drinks and 
all sorts of fun things to give away for kids, 
to really try and make this an event for the 
entire community, one even the children 
can come out for,” said Bradley Goldman, 
director of pluralism at Hillel at Binghamton.

Nataly Weiss, executive director of Hil-
lel, said she is “particularly proud” of the 

event and the students’ ingenuity. “Honestly, 
this is really one of the highlights of our fall 
semester and is really what a signature Hillel 
event is all about: bringing us all together 
and strengthening Jewish community. It’s 
fantastic and I hope everyone can make it 
out for it.”

A traditional Selichot service led by 
Akiva Weiss will be held at Beth David 
Synagogue following the event. Temple 
Israel and Temple Concord will hold a joint 
egalitarian service at 8 pm at Temple Con-
cord, 9 Riverside Dr., walking over to join 
the community in the concert programming 
afterward. All have been invited to attend.

Federation Super Sunday and Annual Meeting this 
Sunday, Sept. 18

Monday-Thursday, September 19-22, 
from 6-8:30 pm. “Come to applaud and 
say thanks and yasher koach to 10 people 
who have made a significant difference 
to our community,” said Sima Auerbach, 
the executive director of the Federation.

The early date of the Phonathon will 
help the Federation know what funds are 
available before the allocation process, 
which begins in mid-October. Pledges 
for the Campaign can also be made at 
the event. “It is helpful to have a sense 
of how much money we’ll be raising 
before we allocate funds,” said Auerbach. 
“Please be sure to pick up your phone 
and say hello to one of our dedicated 

volunteers.” Pledges can also be made 
by calling the Federation at 724-2332 
during office hours.

This year’s Yasher Koach award win-
ners are:

 � Beth David Synagogue – Judy Simon
 � Hadassah – Sima Auerbach
 � Hillel Academy – Jeff Horowitz
 � Jewish Community Center – Sylvia 

Diamond
 � Jewish Family Service – Sandy Weiner
 � Jewish Federation of Greater Bingham-

ton – Neisen Luks
 � Temple Concord – Dr. Ted Major
 � Temple Israel – Howard Schwartz and 

Al Lavker

 � The Reporter – Fran Ferentinos
The meeting will also give people 

the opportunity to thank and say yash-
er koach to Arieh Ullmann, who will 
be stepping down after seven years as 
Federation president. “Please come help 
us celebrate all the hard work that Arieh 
has done during his term as president,” 
Auerbach said. “He’s done a wonderful 
job and this will give us the perfect 
moment to let him know how much we 
have appreciated his leadership.

“Join us for this wonderful event,” 
Auerbach added. “Celebrate all that the 
Greater Binghamton Jewish community 
has to offer.”

At right: The members 
of the band Perl (l-
r): Elisheva Maister, 
cellist; Perl Wolfe, 
lead singer and band 
founder; and Dana 
Pestun, violinist. 
(Photo by Nicholas 
Tinsley)

sees as offering empowerment and unity, 
the shows have been known to sell out 
locations across the country.

Wolfe began writing music several years 
ago, at a time when she was not an actively 
practicing Jew. She grew up in the Chabad 
movement, but left Judaism for a time before 

returning to religious practice. However, the 
direction her work would take was evident 
early on: “Right from the get go I felt this 
very instinctive push to specifically make 
a space for women and I didn’t really un-
derstand it myself,” she said. Following a 
divorce, she took time to figure out what 
she wanted in life, from religion to music. 
She explained, “I feel very passionate that 
I need to understand something before I 
make a decision about it.” As a child she 
had questions that Judaism did not answer, 
which prompted her to keep looking; how-
ever, when not being religious also failed to 
provide the answers she sought, she returned 
to her faith. “At the end of the day, I am a 
Chasid. It’s who I am.”

When she came back to Judaism, she 
felt very strongly about making music 
and sharing it with people, and that the 
music should be for women. This has led 
See “PERL” on page 6
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In My Own Words

Disclosure: The Reporter receives an allocation from the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton. That allocation 
helps pay my salary and benefits – in addition to allowing 
me to do the fun parts of my job (including writing this 
column and my book review) and the less fun parts (trying 
to balance a budget in a world where fewer and fewer 
businesses want to advertise in hard-copy newspapers).

So I can’t be considered completely unbiased when it 
comes to talking about Super Sunday and the Federation 
Campaign. The better the Campaign does, the more funds 
available to member organizations. With the decrease in 
population in Broome County, I’ve been expecting a cut 
in our allocation the past three or four years. Fortunately, 
the Federation has been able to maintain its current level 
of support, but there are no guarantees in this rapidly 
changing world.

There really is something different about the Jewish 
community of Broome County. We are the rare small 
community that not only has a weekly paper (only a few 

Annual giving – or help keep our community great
major metropolitan areas can boast of that), but a Jewish 
day school and a Jewish Community Center. In addition, we 
have three synagogues, a mikvah and several Binghamton 
University Jewish organizations – Rohr Chabad Center, 
Hillel at Binghamton and MEOR at Binghamton – which 
not only serve students, but offer programs to the larger 
Jewish community. We also have a small, but hard-work-
ing, Jewish Family Service, an organization that helps the 
needy in our community.

While the local Federation’s main function is to serve 
as a fund-raising organization, under the auspices of its 
current executive director, Sima Auerbach, it has become 
much more. Jewish programming has greatly increased – 
everything from the 92Y Live programs to the local Film 
Fest. The Federation doors are open to anyone who has a 
suggestion, a compliment or a complaint. Sima has a way 
of making everyone feel welcome and heard.

Of course, you know what’s coming next: my pitch for 
you to make a donation to the Federation. Why? Because 

if you like living in Broome County and enjoy any part of 
the Jewish community, then you’re enjoying something 
the Federation helps make possible. For example, parents 
– and not just Orthodox ones – have told me they would 
have to move if we didn’t have a day school. Are you 
older and looking for help? Your rabbi or a friend might 
refer you to Jewish Family Service. Looking for a Jewish 
seniors group or a chance to speak Yiddish or just go for 
a swim? The Jewish Community Center is there for you, 
your children and your grandchildren.

Is our community perfect? Of course not. But we man-
age to work together – those of us from all branches of 
Judaism – in a way that other communities envy. We have 
something special here, something worth nourishing, but 
the only way it can continue is if we each play our part by 
donating to the Federation. Join the Federation at its Super 
Sunday event this Sunday (see article on page 1 for more 
information) and share in the camaraderie, enjoy the brunch 
and celebrate our wonderful local Jewish community.

By Arnold M. Eisen
(JTA) – More than 300,000 Jewish college students have 

arrived or will arrive shortly on American campuses – and 
what they experience there is likely not only to broaden their 
minds and uproot long-held assumptions, but shake their 
Jewish selves to the core. They will contend with powerful 
faculty and student voices accusing them of complicity in 
a regime of privilege and oppression here in America and 
of colonialism, genocide and apartheid in Israel.

The Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement and 
its campus allies have far had little impact thus far either 
on the investments made by universities or the policies of 
the governments of Israel or the United States. They are, 
however, diverting enormous time and resources from 
important work of Jewish education and community build-
ing. No less important, they are causing untold numbers 
of students to keep their heads down where Israel – and 
Judaism – are concerned, and to feel ashamed when they 
have every reason to be proud.

I am not afraid that Jews or other college students will 
fall for the “Big Lie” about Israel. The world is a dangerous 
mess right now, nowhere more than in the Middle East. 
Simplistic narratives of good and evil like those propounded 
by the BDS movement are unlikely to prove persuasive to 
anyone who reads up on the matter or exercises their minds.

But I do fear growing doubt among some Jewish un-
dergraduates that the Jewish community and tradition are 

worthy of their involvement and commitment. I worry 
about increased suspicion – thanks in part to language 
endorsing BDS positions in the platform released by a 
coalition affiliated with the Black Lives Matter movement 
– that students can stand up for justice as Jews, and can 
fight mass incarceration and racism as supporters of Israel. 
I want all to know that they can and should maintain deep 
ties to the Jewish community and tradition at the same 
time as they claim membership in larger communities 
and work alongside others for universal causes of justice 
and peace.

My message to students, this fall in particular, is this: 
Have pride in your Judaism. Learn about its history and 
Israel’s. Keep your minds and hearts open. Maintain the 
moral courage to reject claims that Israel practices apart-
heid and genocide – because they are unequivocally false. 
Work to create spaces on campus where one can openly, 
and lovingly, question choices and actions made by Israel’s 
leadership, and America’s, without giving up attachment to 
either. As Jews, we must stand beside those fighting against 
inequality and injustice, and should do so regardless of 
the incorrect views that others hold of Judaism and Israel.

As a committed Jew, I am commanded to have unceas-
ing concern for both Jewish learning and the struggle for 
justice. That same passion attracts me to the state of Israel, 
which I view as an attempt to translate age-old Jewish 
values into policy. This attempt, which will always fall far 

short of perfection, deserves our enduring support – and, 
when necessary, our critique. Like any nation, Israel re-
quires such challenge and correction if it is to remain true 
to its founding ideals. Israel has a lot to figure out, many 
wrongs to make right, incredible achievements on which 
to build, deep-seated currents of bigotry to overcome, a 
proud tradition of democracy (the only one in the Middle 
East) to develop, and the hopes of many millions and many 
centuries that it dare not betray.

But history shows that whenever people say that Jews 
(or any other group) are largely to blame for significant 
portions of the world’s ills, or that things would be perfect 
if only Jews stopped insisting that we, too, have a right 
to live in the world, or that the Jewish state, or the Jewish 
community, has no right to exist unless it conforms to 
allegedly “universal” ideals demanded of no other people 
as a condition of legitimate survival – something is dan-
gerously wrong. That point of view, which sadly has a long 
history behind it, must be resisted.

Though they will hear its rhetoric and see its demon-
strations, few students will ever visit the BDS website, 
where one learns that the movement is avowedly part of 
the Palestinian national struggle against the very existence 
of the state of Israel. BDS materials say nary a word about 
the partial responsibility of the corrupt Palestinian govern-
ment in the West Bank or the murderous Hamas regime 
in Gaza for the failure of the peace process thus far. One 
hears a great deal from BDS and affiliated groups like 
Jewish Voice for Peace about Jewish and Israeli culpabil-
ity – but nothing about mistakes made on the Palestinian 
side, oppression committed by it, the blatant antisemitism 
built into its policies and publications. BDS is silent about 
the many countries that are guilty of abuses far worse than 
those charged to Israel.

Much of the Middle East is in flames. The Syrian death 
toll has passed 400,000. And not a single Middle Eastern 
society guarantees equality and justice for all its citizens – 
women and men, Christian and Muslim – to anything like 
the degree that Israel does, however imperfectly.

As we approach Rosh Hashanah, my hope for the new 
year is that no Jewish students leave Judaism behind in 
the name of universal ideals – or leave Israel behind in the 
name of Judaism. The world desperately needs the skills 
and knowledge they will acquire on campus. Judaism needs 
their passion, perspectives and engagement. Israel needs 
their voices, proud and strong.

Arnold M. Eisen is the chancellor of the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary.

Jewish pride on campus is under siege – here’s 
what your kids can do to fight back

Millennials want to serve – 
Jewish tradition tells them how

By David Eisner
(JTA) – When lowering my shoulder, planting my feet 

and pushing hard to make something happen, I love to 
reflect on the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s exhortation to 
act with “the fierce urgency of now.”

My feelings in those moments are usually not very MLK-
like – self-righteousness, self-satisfaction and just a touch of 
self-pity make me feel both impatient and smug. Over the last 
month, however, “the fierce urgency of now” has challenged 
me in a new way, as I struggle to process the violence, oppres-
sion, naked fear, hatred and cynicism that is dominating our 
national news and politics and spilling into our communities.

The sense of urgency and the desire to act right now collides 
with two simple questions: What should I do? What can I do?

From conversations with friends and colleagues at other 
Jewish and secular organizations, especially those engaged 
in volunteering and service, I know I’m not alone either in 
feeling a sense of urgency or in asking these questions. At 
Repair the World, we approach this challenge by focusing 
on our simplest premise: Jewish life and Jewish values offer 
not just the inspiration and imperative to heal what’s broken 
in our world, but also give us guidance about how to do it.

Here are four foundational lessons, grounded in Jewish 
principles, which have been tested and verified by Repair the 
World and others as best practices for service engagement 
– that is, inspiring individuals and organizations, especially 
millennials, to serve their communities, society and the world. 
See “Millennials” on page 5
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Early deadlines 
for The Reporter

Due to holiday closings, the deadlines for the fol-
lowing upcoming issues of The Reporter are as follows. 
No exceptions will be made.

Issue ........................................................ Deadline
Friday, October 7 ............. Monday, September 26
Friday, October 14 .............Wednesday, October 5
Friday, October 21 ................Monday, October 10
Friday, October 28 ...........Wednesday, October 19
Friday, November 4 .........Wednesday, October 26

Tot Time at TC
Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their 

parents, will be held on Saturday, September 24, from 
9:30-10:30 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Bing-
hamton. The focus this month will be Rosh Hashanah. 
Children will be introduced to Judaism through a story, 
snack and a craft.

Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood 
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. 
Reservations will be appreciated and can be made by 
emailing Lauren Fitch at TCTots@gmail.com. A parent 
must attend with children.

For more information, contact Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.

Christina Muscatello, director of Memory Maker Project, 
will be the guest speaker at Temple Concord Sisterhood’s 
Paid Up program and lunch on Sunday, September 25, at 11 
am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The 
event will be free for Sisterhood members who have paid 
their $30 dues or for those who pay at the door. The event 
will cost $5 for guests and non-members, according to Ani 
Loew, co-chairwoman with Gina Santiago. Reservations 
must be made by calling the temple office at 723-7355 
before 2 pm on Friday, September 23. Refreshments will 
be served.

Jewish Family Service will host Dessert and Games 
Day for adults on Wednesday, September 28, at 1 pm, 
at the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal. The event will begin in the auditorium with time 
for refreshments and socializing with friends. Attendees 
will then move into the meeting room and library for 
Mah Jongg, Scrabble, Dominos, cards, puzzles and a 
discussion group for those who are not interested in 
playing games.

Groups must be formed in advance for Mah Jongg, 
bridge, canasta and poker, and JFS Director Roz Antoun 

JFS to hold Dessert and Games 
Day on Sept. 28

needs to be informed who will be playing in each group. 
Antoun will try to match those looking to be included 
in a group with one that is pre-existing. The discussion 
group is open to all.

For more information or to get help with finding an 
activity to join, call Antoun at 724-2332 or e-mail Rozjfs@
stny.rr.com. Admission will cost $5, payable at the door. 
Reservations are required by Wednesday, September 21. 
Those making a reservation have been asked include a list 
of players in one’s group and to note in which activity the 
group is taking part.

The Children of Abraham of the Southern Tier has joined 
with “Kids Against Hunger” in making food packages, 
costing only $0.25 per meal, to send to Syrian refugee 
camps in Greece. Organizers have asked the community 
for help in feeding starving refugees fleeing the violence.

The program’s first event back in April was called “an 
amazing experience for all involved” and 30,000 meals 
were sent to the refugees. A second meal packing event 
will be held on Sunday, September 25, from 1-4 pm, at St. 
Michaels Center, 296 Clinton St.,  Binghamton, NY 13905.

Individuals and organizations can help respond to the 

The Broome County community will have the op-
portunity to “Jew It” on Sunday, September 25, from 
12:30-2:30 pm, at the Chabad Center, 420 Murray Hill 
Rd., Vestal. An interactive Jewish Craft Festival will 
offer opportunities for participants to sculpt their own 
mezuzah covers, fashion their own shofar and braid 

Jewish Crafts Fair at Chabad to include ritual 
scribe on Sept. 25

a Havdalah candle.
The event will also offer the opportunity to bake holiday 

treats, engage in a “High Holiday Game Show” and learn 
about beekeeping and honey production.

Finally, a ritual scribe will be present to check mezuzot 
or tefillin for people interested in ascertaining that their 

ritual items are “kosher” or in a state of good repair.
The event will be open to all ages. To make reservations 

for specific activities, visit www.JewishBU.com/Jewit.
To have tefillin and/or mezuzot checked, contact 

aslonim@JewishBU.com to reserve a slot of time with 
the scribe.

Temple Concord Sisterhood to hold Paid Up program
Muscatello, co-founder and program coordinator of 

Memory Maker Project, will provide a discussion and 
interactive demonstration showing how the arts are used 
to reduce symptoms associated with Alzheimer’s and other 
forms of dementia. Memory Maker Project is a project of 
the Center for Transformative Action, a Cornell affiliate. 
Muscatello has a master’s degree of education in inte-
grated teaching through the arts from Lesley University 
in Cambridge, MA.

She is an art educator and a community organizer who 
works with “the bookends of life” – older and younger 

people. Born and raised in Binghamton, she has taught 
both domestically and abroad, and has worked with people 
living with memory loss for more than 10 years. She was 
formally trained in Montessori and arts-based approaches to 
dementia, while working for the I’m Still Here foundation 
in Boston, one of the leading researchers and practitioners 
of non-pharmacological interventions for people living 
with dementia.

In addition to her presentation, prints of participants’ art 
will be available for purchase. Proceeds help buy supplies 
so more people living with memory loss can make art.

Children of Abraham meal packing event to be 
held on Sept. 25
humanitarian crisis in three ways:

 � Helping publicize the effort by sharing this information 
on a bulletin board, newsletter or e-mail list.

 � Helping raise funds. One dollar can provide four meals; 
$10 can provide 40 meals; and $25 can provide 100 meals. 
Checks can be made out to  the Unitarian Universalist Con-
gregation with “COA Meal Packing Event” in the memo 
line. Checks should be mailed to Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation, 183 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

 � Help package the meals. Kids Against Hunger will set up 

meal packing stations for participants to pack meals as an 
assembly line in 45-minute shifts. To sign up, visit www.Sig-
nUpGenius.com/go/30E0D4AAFAF2AA2FC1-september.

For more information, visit http://interfaithbroome-
county.com, visit “Children of Abraham Southern Tier” 
on Facebook or contact COA Chairwoman Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell at 723-7355.

Temple Concord Sisterhood will sponsor the Rosh 
Hashanah kiddush in the Dorothy Schagrin Memorial 
Gardens, weather permitting, following Rosh Hashanah 
morning services on Monday, October 3, at Temple Con-
cord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. In case of rain, it will 
be held in the mansion. Desserts will be served at a buffet 
for the entire congregation.

Free Temple Concord Sisterhood-sponsored High 
Holiday child care for children ages 2-5 whose parents are 
attending services at Temple Concord will be provided in 

TC Sisterhood to offer High Holiday 
child care, Rosh Hashanah kiddush

the mansion from 9 am until the end of morning services on 
Rosh Hashanah, Monday, October 3, and on Yom Kippur, 
Wednesday, October 12.

Parents must check on their children and attend to diaper 
changes. They must tell ushers where they are sitting in services 
and that they have children in child care in case of emergencies.

Amanda Donahue is Sisterhood chairwoman for this 
activity. Parents must call the temple office at 723-7355 by 
Monday, September 26, to make reservations so enough 
caregivers will be provided.

COHEN & GINSBERG
Ragtime & Vaudeville

in Early 20th Century
Binghamton

Sunday, September 18, 2:00 p.m.
at Roberson Museum

and Science Center

Show Free with Museum Admission!
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Is it the words or the melody that makes prayers enter 
our hearts? Even before I knew what the Hebrew meant, 
the melody of “El Rachum V’chanun” was one of my 
favorites. So it was fascinating to read the latest work in 
the Prayers of Awe series, “Encountering God: El Rachum 
V’chanun – God Merciful and Gracious” edited by Rabbi 
Lawrence A. Hoffman, Ph.D. (Jewish Lights Publishing), 
which looks closely at the 13 attributes of God listed in the 
prayer. Basing their words on a verse in Exodus, chapter 
13, the ancient rabbis extracted a select number of phrases. 
As different authors in this collection note, those rabbis 
chose not to use the complete verse. Their version of God’s 
attributes focuses on God’s caring and forgiving nature. 
The final section of the biblical verse – that say that God 
does not forgive the guilty and, in fact, visits punishment 
to the fourth generation – are excised from the liturgy, 
creating a more comforting prayer during services that 
speak of God’s judgment.

In his introduction, Hoffman notes that there is disagree-

Exploring the nature of God
ment about the exact nature and number of attributes the 
prayer contains. This discussion continued through the 
centuries and no final, satisfactory answer has been offered. 
In reality, the number is far less important than the nature 
of God it presents – a God whose focus is on forgiveness 
and mercy, rather than judgment and punishment.

After an excellent translation and discussion of the prayer 
as it appears in the machzor (High Holiday prayer book) 
by Dr. Joel M. Hoffman, “Encountering God” focuses on 
the history and meaning of the 13 attributes before using 
the attributes to look at the connections between God, self 
and community. The essays are uniformly well done, but 
below are some of my favorites:

 � Dr. Marc Zvi Brettler’s discussion shows how the 
prayer misrepresents the biblical text in “God, Merciful 
and Compassionate?” He notes that even though the rabbis 
excluded the words that speak about God punishing future 
generations, “we know all too well that we are affected by 
previous generations’ wrongs – none of us was really born 
with a clean slate.” However, he appreciates the way the 
prayer gives us an opportunity for “unburdening ourselves 
of sin, and starting life afresh.”

 � In “The Single, Solitary Self That Isn’t,” Rabbi Jona-
than Blake writes a moving piece on the nature of human 
connectedness, which reminds us of how “there is no such 
thing as a self, a self totally self-contained, a self totally 
separated from its environment.”

 � Rabbi Nicole Roberts shows how the precariousness 
of life can lead us to teshuvah (repentance) in “A Cosmos 
with ‘Give’ – and Moments of Truth.” She notes that “a 
moment of truth can change us. It transforms the assump-
tions, priorities and principals by which we live. It creates 
a distinct ‘before-and-after’ that remains with us for the 
rest of our lives.”

 � Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl talks about “God mo-
ments” in “Inviting God Back to the Garden.” She notes 
how we can never completely understand the world: “The 

fruit from the tree of knowledge can explain how cancer cells 
reproduce in the body and even help us find our way to a 
cure. But it cannot assuage the terror of the diagnosis or the 
anguish of the suffering, nor can it help us die in dignity and 
peace.” Instead, by experiencing God rather than obtaining 
knowledge, we can find a way to “live courageously.”

 � In “Cutting God Slack,” Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin, D.Min., 
offers a wonderful explanation of the difference between 
the principals of din (judgment) and rachamin (mercy), 
and easy to understand examples of both.

 � Rabbi Jay Henry Moses asks us to take the long view 
of what God offers the world, rather than focusing on the 
shorter human perspective, in “God Is a Long, Deep Breath.” 
He suggests a good practice for the holidays is taking “a 
practiced series of long, deep breaths... because it establish-
es the state of being in which our sins, shortcomings and 
guilt are absorbed by the infinite, eternal sweep of time.”

 � In “Not What We Were but What We Will Be,” Rabbi 
Joshua M. Davidson explores how we can use Yom Kippur 
to create better futures by “recast[ing] the broken fragments 
of our lives into new and powerful entries to our book of life 
– for the end of the story has yet to be written.” He compares 
the holiday to a fork in the road that allows us to begin anew.

 � In the very personal “I Show Up: My Unexpected Gift 
of Compassion,” Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, D.Min., 
writes a moving exploration of what she learned from the 
biblical story of Jacob – about how in times of despair, 
we need to stop analyzing the words of prayer and simply 
allow ourselves to be open to God.

In his introduction, the editor notes how many con-
gregants feel “estranged” from a liturgy that was written 
centuries ago. The Prayers of Awe series was created to 
help people overcome that estrangement. In “Encountering 
God,” Hoffman offers essays that speak to contemporary 
times while still incorporating the history and meaning our 
ancestors found in this prayer. That makes the latest work 
in this series a rousing success.

Exhibit on Odessa
Yeshiva University Museum in New York 

City will hold the exhibit “Odessa: Babel, 
Ladyzhensky and the Soul of a City” through 
November 13. The exhibit looks at the works 

of  the writer Isaac Babel and the artist Yefim Ladyzhensky. 
Both feature their hometown of Odessa in their work and 
interpret the broader world through an Odessan lens. For 
more information, visit www.yumuseum.org/exhibitions or 
contact the museum at info@yum.cjh.org or 212-294-8330.
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location: 18 FLORAL AVENUE, 
BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 Broome 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against 
the LLC served upon him/her is 18 
FLORAL AVENUE, BINGHAMTON, 
NY 13905 Purpose of LLC: Any 
lawful purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of North of 
Main Prop LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/20/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 170 Chapin Street, 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of McGonnigal 
Development, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/08/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 118 W. Main St., 
Endicott, NY  13760.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Nellen Properties, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was August 26, 2016. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 

upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
415 WYOMING AVE., SCRANTON, 
PA  18503, also the address of the 
principal office.  Arts of Org. filed 
with the Secy. of the Commonwealth, 
302 North Office Bldg., Harrisburg, 
PA  17120.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Mirabito-Gresham Insurance & 
Bonds Agency, LLC, Ar ticles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 6/8/16. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
DIRECT CONNECTION BUY - SELL, 
LLC, Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/03/2016. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: C/) DIRECT 
CONNECTION BUY - SELL, LLC, 60 
Grand Avenue, Johnson City, 13790. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company (LLC). Name: STRENGTH 
IN SISTERHOOD LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
08/10/2016. NY office location: 143 
MURRAY STREET, BINGHAMTON, 
NY 13905 Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The address to 
which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is 143 MURRAY 
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 
Purpose of LLC: Any lawful purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company (LLC). Name: HUMBLE 
BINGHAMTON BEGINNINGS LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 08/10/2016. NY office 

of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of City Centre 
Associates, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/19/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY  
13851-0678.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is TRIPLE
 CITIES NETWORK
 SOLUTIONS, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is August 31,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 286 Colesville Road,
 Binghamton, NY 13904.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Nathandog, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles of 
Organization of the Company with 
the Secretary of State was August 
30, 2016. The county in which the 
principal place of business of the 
Company shall be located is Broome 
County. The Secretary of State 
has been designated as agent of 
the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of formation of BLOOM 
THERAPY LLC. Art. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/04/16. Office in 
Broome County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC, Attn: Chenango Place, 7 
Court Street Binghamton, NY 13901. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of Formation of Hookah 
Heaven LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/4/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Garry Gilmore, 45 
Twin Pines Drive, Apt. 20F, Brooklyn 
NY 11239. Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is DDM
 SUPPLY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is August
 10, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The
 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 2518 State Route 12,
 Chenango Forks, New York
 13746.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Qualification of ETK 
REALTY, LLC.  Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/02/16. Office location: 
BROOME County.  LLC formed in 
PENNSYLVANIA (PA) on 03/15/12.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 

To place a
legal notice,

please contact
Bonnie at

724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@

thereportergroup.org

to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: 168 Susquehanna Street 
Holdings, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
September 1, 2016. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.

______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILTY COMPANY 

(LLC)
 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: AJQ Sports 
Management & Marketing, LLC filed 
with the NYS Department of Sate 
on: 09/07/2016. The county, within 
this state, in which the office of the 
limited liability company is to be 
located is BROOME. The Secretary 
of State is designated as agent of the 
limited liability company upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The address within or without this 
state to which the Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the limited liability company 
served upon him or her is:
Anthony J. Quagliata
1208 Vestal Avenue
Binghamton, NY 13903
______________________

Notice of Formation of VR Shack, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with NY 
Dept. of State on 9/6/16. Office 
location: Broome County. Secy. of 
State designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 2353 
Oswego St, Binghamton, NY 13903. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
 



September 16-22, 2016 Page 5 - The Reporter

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

Whether their intention is to pack and deliver food boxes to 
the needy or teach inner-city girls how to write computer 
code, these practices provide bedrock stability from which 
they – we – can lean into the challenging issues of our times.

Use your hands, head and heart: The secular service world 
teaches that transformative service requires three elements: 
hands-on volunteering, contextual education and personal 
reflection. These elements echo the beginning of Pirkei 
Avot, the Jewish wisdom collection also known as Ethics 
of Our Ancestors: “The world rests on three pillars: Torah 
[study/education]; service of God [spiritual reflection]; 
and deeds of kindness.” (1:2) These pillars bring balance 
and therefore strength to the most difficult kind of work; 
these are the tools that enable Jewish young adults to stay 
resolved and grow when they confront deeply troubling 
issues in local communities.

Be real, even (especially) when it’s uncomfortable: 
Authenticity and discomfort win over spin and polish 
every time. The most essential way to perform authentic 
service is also the most difficult thing to do: addressing 
the actual, self-expressed needs of the community that 
you are serving. Pirkei Avot suggests there are 48 ways 
to learn, which include “a listening ear,” “deliberation 
in study,” “asking and answering,” “listening and illu-
minating” and “learning in order to teach.” (6:6) If we 

don’t listen to those we intend to serve, we contribute to 
injustice for others.

Be an ally, not a superhero: Jewish young adults feel 
most gratified and empowered when they are able to 
build meaningful relationships both with people like 
them and with people unlike them who experience 
oppression in a more personal way. This is probably 
what Ben Zoma, quoted in Pirkei Avot, meant in saying, 
“Who is wise? One who learns from every person.” 
(4:1) Peer-to-peer engagement is a critical first step 
in building close bonds and new community through 
powerful shared experiences.

Temper urgency with curiosity: It’s easy to be lost in the 
urgent need to act, especially when human lives (or souls) 
are on the line. We make a terrible error, however, when 
we become too emotionally invested in the action. When 
an organization says its doesn’t have the time, energy or 
money to learn more about the hypotheses underlying its 
model, it is a sign of too much emotional investment. Again, 
Pirkei Avot: “If there is no Torah study, there is no ‘derech 
eretz’; if there is no derech eretz, there is no Torah.” That 
is, “If there is no applied knowledge, there is no analytical 
knowledge. If there is no analytical knowledge, there is no 
applied knowledge.” (3:2) From the entrepreneurial rev-
olution of the last two decades, we know whoever learns 

the fastest has the highest likelihood of success. This is no 
less true in the nonprofit sector.

These Jewish values not only make service more mean-
ingful and more effective, but they make it more likely that 
more young Jews will engage seriously with the programs 
and be part of a community around them.

Many organizations and communities that are doing 
this important work are joining in the inaugural “Service 
Matters: A Summit on Jewish Service” in New York, 
which was scheduled to be held on September 15. With 
Repair the World serving as convener, a diverse group of 
professionals, social entrepreneurs, current and prospective 
funders, Jewish educators and others will explore ways of 
working to engage people – especially Jewish millennials 
– in meaningful service through a Jewish lens.

The summit will be an opportunity to elevate meaningful 
service in Jewish life, strengthen the bond between Jewish 
values and engaging young Jews, and wrestling with our 
responses as Jews and human beings to the issues of our 
time. Together, with urgency, we can bring the change, be 
the change, that all of us wish to see.

David Eisner is CEO of Repair the World.

Millennials Continued from page 2

Mira Marcus, the city of Tel Aviv’s 
director of international press, with 
her dog Shani at the Kelaviv dog 
festival in Tel Aviv on August 26. 
(Photo by Andrew Tobin)

Hod Kashtan, left, with his dog Chuni, and Florencia 
Aventuriny with her dog Sandy at the Kelaviv dog festival 
in Tel Aviv on August 26. (Photo by Andrew Tobin)

Why Tel Aviv is so crazy about dogs
By Andrew Tobin

TEL AVIV (JTA) – It’s not every day you see a dog 
getting a massage. But in this Israeli city, somehow it 
seems expected.

At Tel Aviv’s first official dog festival, hundreds of 
dogs took over Yehoshua Park and its dog park on a Friday 
afternoon. As canine customers wandered among vendors 
selling dog-related products and services, a DJ kept tails 
wagging with pop hits.

One of the longest massages of the day went to a 
luxuriating yellow Labrador mix. Nearby, a pair of well-
kept poodles snacked on maki tuna rolls and posed for 
professional photos. Leashed shoppers sampled organic 
gluten-free kibble, tried on boutique collars and leashes, 
and eyed bespoke dog tags and local dog-themed art.

Orange Tel Aviv-branded dog bowls were regularly 
refilled with bottled water. 

Meanwhile, the dogs’ owners mingled and forked over 
the necessary shekels, seemingly unfazed by their reduced 
role in the whole affair. After all, Tel Aviv is a dog city. 
The reasons for that are both global and local.

“Everywhere in the world is fighting for the creative class 
and one of the ways to do that is to make life better for those 
people in the city,” Mira Marcus, Tel Aviv’s international 
press director, told JTA. “I think many creative people are dog 
owners. Many times, when I walk into a startup company in 

Tel Aviv, there are dogs everywhere. It’s 
very, very common for people to bring 
their dogs to work here.”

This city is home to 25,000 registered 
dogs, along with more than 400,000 
people. Ahead of its dog festival, called 
Kelaviv (a portmanteau of “kelev,” He-
brew for “dog,” and Tel Aviv), Tel Aviv 
declared itself the friendliest world city for 
dogs, with the most dogs per capita. (New 
York City’s Economic Development 
Corporation might beg to differ, putting 
the number of dogs in the Big Apple at 
600,000 with a population of 8.4 million 
humans, or 1 percentage point higher than 
Tel Aviv – but who’s counting?) 

Dogs crowd the streets of Tel Aviv, 
encouraged by its year-round sunshine 
and walkability. They’re allowed in most 
cafes, stores and even high-end restau-
rants, as well as on city buses and trains 
and in taxi vans. Tel Aviv boasts 70 dog 
parks and four dog beaches. The regular parks and legally 
dog-free beaches have their fair share of canine visitors, 
too, many of them off-leash regardless of regulations.

True, most of Israel’s nearly 400,000 dogs don’t live 
in Tel Aviv. But like elsewhere in the world, an increasing 
number of Israelis are migrating to the city and many of 
them want dogs. The number of dogs in Tel Aviv has more 
than tripled since 1996, according to the city.

Israeli experts on human-dog relations said the animals 
play the role of children in the lives of urban millennials, 
who are waiting longer than ever to  marry. For Israelis, 
whose national culture has roots in the ethos of the kibbutz, 
dogs may also help ease the isolation of urban life, they said.

“We still have a very strong memory of our collectivist past, 
and dogs help us cope with the loneliness of the post-modern 
present,” Orit Hirsch-Matsioulas, a doctoral student in anthro-
pology at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, told JTA. “We 
opened the apartment door to dogs and made them part of the 
family. People understand their dogs as their own children.”

Florencia Aventuriny, a 27-year-old media manager, and 
Hod Kashtan, a 31-year-old software engineer, each had a 
dog in tow at Kelaviv. In the month the two Tel Avivians 

have been dating, their dogs, Sandy and 
Chuni, have been part of the relationship.

“I grew up with a dog outside Tel 
Aviv and it was nice, but not the same,” 
Aventuriny said. “In Tel Aviv you take 
your dog everywhere and he’s part of 
your community.”

Perhaps more than other urbanites, Tel 
Avivians demand that their dogs be ac-
commodated. Businesses know barring 
dogs means losing business and that they 
would likely hear about it on Facebook. 
It helps that Tel Aviv is an informal city, 
in an informal country, where T-shirts 
and sandals are appropriate attire at most 
restaurants, not to mention weddings. 
Even Hotel Montefiore, a premier local 
restaurant and hotel, welcomes dogs. 

Many businesses leave out bowls of 
water for thirsty dogs. Some go even 
further. Asaf Gorelik, 34, was at Kelaviv 
with his girlfriend, Dana Galant, and his 

two adopted dogs, Nelly and Rahat. Gorelik owns a trendy 
Tel Aviv barbershop chain called Barberia, where in Sep-
tember he will be selling posters of rescued pit bulls sitting 
in his retro barber chairs to raise money for a charity that 
rehabilitates the animals.

“I love dogs and I always wanted to help,” Gorelik told JTA. 
“Dogs are an accepted part of Tel Aviv. When I leave the city, 
people are like, ‘What are you doing bringing dogs in here?’”

More and more Tel Aviv-based businesses exist specifi-
cally to serve dogs. You can’t walk more than a few blocks 
in the city without coming across a pet store. Many such 
businesses were at Kelaviv, including high-tech startups 
like DogMen, a fast-growing dog walking service that 
sends owners photographs of their dogs on Whatsapp, and 
Dogiz, an app that helps owners find dog walkers in their 
neighborhood and lets them track the walks in real time. 

“The market is growing along with the urban popula-
tion,” Dogiz CEO Alon Zlatkin told JTA, noting there are 
now six dog walking and doggie day care companies in 
the city. “Our research shows millennials in Tel Aviv, as 
in Europe, are more focused on their careers. Their dogs 
See “Dogs” on page 15
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JFS “We Remember You”
Holiday Food Collection

Underway
Please deposit non-perishable Jewish High 
holiday food items in the specially marked 
boxes at any of the following locations by 
Sept. 18. Your donation will show our Jewish 
neighbors that they are remembered and we 
want their holidays to be special too.

Beth David Synagogue
Chabad

Hillel Academy
Hillel at Binghamton

JCC
Temple Israel

Temple Concord

JFS will be happy to accept monetary contributions at:
Jewish Family Service, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850

Roz Antoun
724-2332

Lynne Green
723-7272

Paula Rubin
797-0181

For more information call:

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info
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New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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to PERL’s shows becoming a source of entertainment and 
welcome for all women. By virtue of the performers being 
Chasidic, their performances have also opened the door for 
women who otherwise may not feel they could attend such 
programs. Wolfe gave the example of women from secular 
backgrounds who became religious and gave up going to 
concerts due to halachah: PERL gives them an opportunity 
to reclaim a part of their lives they used to enjoy.

Wolfe also noted that initially it was not her intention 
to be a representative of Chasids in the music world, but 
rather that she was a musician who also happened to be 
Chasidic. “I’m conscious of it at all times; whether or not 
I want to, I naturally end up representing something – it’s 
important to think about that.” She went on to say that this 
aspect specifically engendered an unexpected response: 
Religious and secular women alike have mentioned how 
important it is for them to see Chasidic women on stage, 
dressed modestly and performing the kind of music they 
want to hear.

“Part of what it means to be a Chasid and performer is 
humanizing what it means to be a Chasid,” added Wolfe. 
She explained that common perceptions about the com-
munity – such as being “rigid” or “insular,” with women 
being “uneducated” or “oppressed” – are changing. “Con-
versations happening now within Jewish world – difficult 
heavy topics are being talked about,” she said. As part of 
this, Wolfe infuses Chasidism into her lyrics, but at the 
same time includes her own experiences, from heartbreak 

to triumph. “It’s important for people to see that I’m a real 
person and a Chasid,” said Wolfe. “It’s not not Jewish of 
me to go and perform – it’s totally Jewish of me!”

As Chasidic women, the nature of performing in public 
has given rise to numerous concerns related to halachah, 
especially those pertaining to kol isha (literally the “voice 
of a woman,” but which has been interpreted as meaning 
men should not listen to women sing). According to Wolfe, 
who consulted with rabbis, the restrictions on hearing a 
woman’s voice pertains to men, and the decision to make 
their shows a space for women had other influences. “It 
still felt like I should make music for women specifically,” 
said Wolfe, noting that while women attend the live per-
formances, they do not discourage men from listening to 
their music, and that they have male fans. Their motivation 
is not based on excluding men; their goal is promoting 
women: “Women have to work so much harder to be 
taken seriously and to have opportunities – everything is 
compared to men,” said Wolfe. “It’s just about us being 
women and getting together and empowering each other, 
regardless of whether there are men there.”

Additionally, being known as a band of Chasidic women 
has inevitably led to preconceived notions of who they 
are as performers, and as women. One of their biggest 
challenges, according to Wolfe, is getting their music out 
to people. Being all Chasidic, they have had to fight being 
written off as “some klezmer band from Brooklyn,” or as 
“a hokey kind of thing.” Said Wolfe, “All sorts of crazy 

things get thrown our way that other bands won’t deal with 
in the same way... To be doing this, I had to overcome so 
many fears about what people would say and think about 
it. I accepted that people aren’t going to like it, and that’s 
not a bad thing. That means there’s something powerful at 
the core. That’s why people have an intense reaction to it.”

Perl noted that being treated with respect and dignity, 
as well as receiving proper compensation for their work, 
are challenges she hopes to overcome. She explained that 
female performers are not always taken seriously, and 
not paid as well for appearances, including in the secular 
world. “They think we’re kinda cute or it’s a hobby, and 
I’d like to change that,” she said, in the hopes that more 
women find the opportunity to be artists, something she 
already sees today and believes will increase in the next 
10 years. “I see it changing and I hope to be a part of that. 
I’m excited to see other girls pick up instruments and put 
themselves out there.” Even if it’s not in a professional 
capacity, Wolfe likes seeing women use creativity in other 
occupations. “If it inspires them to express themselves 
more, that’s awesome.”

For more information about PERL, visit the band’s 
social media pages at www.facebook.com/PERLmusic 
and @perl_music on Twitter.

The cost to attend the Salute to Jewish Womanhood will 
be $12.50 per person, or $36 for sponsors or $54 for league 
benefactors. To RSVP, call Chabad Center at 797-0015 or 
visit http://jewishbu.com/womanhood.

PERL Continued from page 1

“If you’re recommending a view and make a decision 
based on what you think is best, they support it 100 percent,” 
he said. “They trust in the people in the specific roles we 
all have in this organization.”

Wilf recalled the Giants games he attended long ago, 
when his father’s construction clients included former 
players. The outings, he said, “got us exposed to football 
early on,” and also to maintaining perspective considering 
their parents’ difficult past. “My dad, considering what he 
went through, always had an optimistic bent on things, so 
whenever we’d be heartbroken as kids about the Giants 
losing a game, he’d say, ‘Things could be worse – you 
could be the owners.’”

The football outings, which included a trip to Southern 
California to watch the Giants’ Super Bowl XXI victory 
in 1987, were “our family bonding experience,” he said. 
“Those types of things were special. Now our kids come 
to the games. It’s a family experience.”

Much of Wilf’s philanthropic energy goes toward as-
sisting Holocaust survivors. William Daroff, director of 
the Jewish Federations of North America’s Washington 
office, credited Wilf with helping to raise $30 million 
since early 2015 to benefit the organization’s National 
Holocaust Survivors Initiative, which assists some of the 
approximately 25 percent of the 120,000 survivors in the 
United States who live in poverty.

JFNA’s president, Jerry Silverman, said Wilf followed 
up personally to assure that a fellow philanthropist’s Ho-
locaust-survivor relative received improved medical care. 
“These people should live out their lives with dignity,” said 
Wilf, who recalled the many survivors among his parents’ 
circle of friends in Hillside, NJ.

In Minneapolis, the clan established the Wilf Family 
Center at the University of Minnesota Masonic Children’s 
Hospital. The institution is meaningful, too, to Vikings 
center John Sullivan, who said his brother Bob once re-
ceived key medical treatment at another pediatric hospital. 
“We have a very common, shared interest,” said Sullivan, 
who with his wife, Ariel, contributes to the Minnesota 
institution. “I have a whole lot of respect for [the Wilfs’] 
philanthropic endeavors.”

The next day, Elizabeth Wilf looked on from a 
lunch-laden table set atop the field as Minnesota Gov. 
Mark Dayton and other dignitaries spoke. Her sons 

Minnesota Vikings’ owner thinks big with new stadium 
and Holocaust philanthropy

Mark Wilf, a co-owner of the Minnesota Vikings, with the 
team’s Nordic horn in its new $1.1 billion stadium. (Photo 
by Hillel Kuttler)

By Hillel Kuttler
MINNEAPOLIS (JTA) – Minnesota Vikings head coach 

Mike Zimmer stepped up to an 800-pound gjallarhorn 
and exhaled with all he had to launch the festivities  that 
officially inaugurated the team’s $1.1 billion stadium. 
Music lovers would have found the deep, uneven sound 
revolting, but the Nordic instrument is plenty melodic in 
inspiring Vikings’ partisans.

The team’s owner, Mark Wilf, 54, offered a Jewish take 
on the gigantic horn. “When we first bought the team, a 
rabbi in St. Paul said, ‘You realize that the horns on the 
helmet are shofars.’ I kind of chuckle about that sometimes,” 
Wilf, sitting 50 feet from the newly installed horn, said 
in an interview with JTA 24 hours before the stadium’s 
dedication in August.

“It’s something the fans bond around: The Vikings are 
coming! There’s something – I don’t want to say sacred, 
but really special – about a football game-day experience.”

Wilf would know. He and his brother Zygi, 66, along 
with several other relatives, bought the National Foot-
ball League franchise in 2005 and attend all the games, 
home and away. The brothers fly in from New Jersey, 
where they run the family’s real estate business. And as 
kids, they attended New York Giants’ games with their 
father, Joseph, a Holocaust survivor from Poland – as 
is their mother, Elizabeth, who is in her late 80s. Less 
than two weeks after the stadium’s dedication, Joseph 
Wilf, a founder of one of the country’s largest real estate 
development companies and a major philanthropist, 
died at 91.

The opening of U.S. Bank Stadium on the site of the 
Vikings’ former home, the Metrodome, heralds a new 
era that Wilf hopes will include an NFL champion-
ship – a title that has eluded the organization since its 
founding in 1961. Led by running back Adrian Peterson 
and quarterback Teddy Bridgewater, Minnesota won 
the NFC North division last season and reached the 
playoffs. The Vikings opened the 2016 season with a 
road game before making their regular season debut in 
the new digs on September 18 against the Green Bay 
Packers, a division foe.

Last month’s ribbon-cutting ceremony capped the 
owners’ prolonged effort to build a new stadium, a 
process that included contentious negotiations with the 
state’s governors and legislature. The owners eventually 

agreed to pay approximately half the construction costs. 
“It’s been a long road to get here,” Wilf acknowledged, 
rattling off some key partners in the project. “There 
were a host of challenges to get through this, starting 
with the legislative process. It’s very gratifying to see 
the final product, and I can’t wait to see the excitement 
of our fans.”

The massive building is an architectural amalgam. 
Some of the exterior is darkly foreboding and some airily 
welcoming, with sections angling out sharply toward the 
streets and conjuring ships. Indoors, one side of the field 
and stands is bathed in sunlight thanks to a transparent 
roof, while the other is shaded. Behind one end zone, 
five enormous doors up to 90 feet high can hydraulically 
pivot to bring the outside in. The 66,000 seats are all 
purple. Besides the stadium, the Vikings are building a 
new practice facility in suburban Eagan.

Many analysts had pegged Minnesota for another 
divisional crown until Bridgewater went down with a 
knee injury that will sideline him for the season. Wilf 
is a hands-on owner, said the team’s general manager, 
Rick Spielman, noting they speak almost daily. The 
Wilfs have “never not given us the resources” needed 
to compete, Spielman said, and “give you the flexibility 
to do your job.” See “Vikings” on page 10

Jews on the Gridiron
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By Victor Wishna
KANSAS CITY, MO (JTA) – At 6-foot-

6 and 340 pounds, veteran NFL offensive 
lineman Geoff Schwartz isn’t just a force 
of nature, but a product of good ol’ Jewish 
nurture. “My size comes from a childhood 
that included an excess of matzah ball soup, 
latkes and tons of white rice,” the 30-year-
old jokes. “But of course my brother’s 
similar physique suggests that genetics had 
plenty to do with it.”

That would be his (only relatively) little 
brother, Mitch, 27, the Kansas City Chiefs’ 
newest starting right tackle, who stands 
6-foot-5 and weighs in at 320 pounds.

As it happens, Geoff and Mitch Schwartz 
aren’t the first pair of Jewish brothers to play 
in the National Football League – they’re 
just the first to do so since 1923. “Once we 
heard the stat, we realized just how rare this 
really is,” said Mitch, standing at the edge 
of the Chief’s indoor practice field after 
morning drills. “So we both thought it was 
important to share our story – for Jewish 
kids and, in general, about how we both 
wound up where we are.”

Indeed, the story of how two nice Jew-
ish boys grew up to be a couple of “hogs” 
(an endearing and decidedly non-kosher 
nickname for offensive linemen) could fill 
a book. Now it does.

“Eat My Schwartz: Our Story of NFL 
Football, Food, Family, and 
Faith” landed in stores and 
online in early September. 
Co-written by the brothers, 
with novelist and humorist 
Seth Kaufman, it’s a lightheart-
ed memoir about all the topics 
in the subtitle and how often 
they intersect. Sports fans will 
find plenty of insider info on 
the NFL and major-college 
football (Geoff and Mitch 
played for Pac-12 contenders 
Oregon and Cal, respectively). 
But from the opening pages – a 
scene of the brothers frying up 
latkes on the first night of Cha-
nukah, following their bubbe’s 
recipe – their Jewishness is 
front and center.

“The people who know us know that’s 
a big part of our identity, but I think it was 
important to share as much as possible in 
the book,” Geoff Schwartz told JTA from 
Detroit, where he spent the preseason 
as a member of the Lions. “I mean, my 
whole family – we’re proud to be Jewish 
and to be raised in the tradition and going 
to temple.”

Growing up in West Los Angeles – and 
attending Adat Shalom, a Conservative 
congregation – the brothers were always 
involved in sports. But neither started 
playing football until high school, in part 
because their parents didn’t want practic-
es and games to interfere too much with 
Hebrew school.

In the book, the brothers quote their 
mother, attorney Olivia Goodkin, on her 
eventual acceptance of her sons’ football 
fate, given that each stood well over six 
feet tall at his bar mitzvah.”I started out 

From matzo balls to footballs, two Jewish brothers 
recall their journey to the NFL

L-r: Geoff and Mitch Schwartz are the first 
pair of Jewish brothers to play in the NFL 
since 1923.(Photo by Olivia Goodkin and 
Lee Schwartz)

worrying that they were going to get hurt – 
but then I realized it was the other players I 
should be worrying about,” she said. “They 
were like trucks hitting small cars. And I 
started to kind of feel like maybe this was 
their destiny.’”

As for their father, Lee Schwartz, a 
business consultant: “I just kvell,” he told 
Los Angeles’s Jewish Journal in 2012, 
on the eve of that year’s NFL Draft, in 
which Mitch would join his brother in 
the league when theCleveland Browns 
took him early in the second round. “It’s 
a surreal experience to see my kids on 
the field, on TV.”

Mitch credits his (slightly) bigger brother 
for paving his way on the field, in the kitch-
en and in life. Geoff was a seventh-round 
pick in 2008, and he’s a study of resilience: 
He’s endured multiple injuries and various 
ups and downs, from getting relegated to 
a practice squad, to getting cut, to getting 
signed to a big contract, to getting released 
again just before this season starts.

Meanwhile, after the Browns selected 
him with the 37th overall pick, Mitch started 
every game over four seasons in Cleveland. 
This spring, free agency landed him a five-
year, $33-million deal with the Chiefs, 
making him one of the highest-paid right 
tackles in the league.

Whether tackling football, their faith 
or food, the Schwartzes write 
with the interested, but unini-
tiated, in mind – readers will 
learn the finer points of proper 
blocking in one chapter, find 
a primer on the lunar Hebrew 
calendar in the next. And if 
you’re hungry, just refer to the 
appendix of family recipes for 
step-by-step instructions on 
applying the perfect schmear 
(“Don’t overdo it; too much 
cream cheese will melt and 
run on a just-toasted bagel”).

The conversational memoir 
flows from one milestone to the 
next – personal, professional 
or often both. There’s Octo-
ber 27, 2013: “The Schwartz 
Bowl,” the brothers’ first and 

so far only on-field meeting when Geoff, 
then with the Chiefs, faced Mitch and the 
Browns in Kansas City. Then there is the 
weekend in 2014 when two life-changing 
moments coincided: Geoff’s  – a traditional 
Jewish affair on the beach at Santa Mon-
ica – happened at the height of NFL free 
agency frenzy. Only hours after signing 
his ketubah, Geoff would sign the largest 
contract of his career.

The brothers also grapple with some 
of the compromises they’ve had to make 
in pursuit of their careers. “I’m very clear 
that when I have to, I choose football 
over the [high] holidays,” Geoff said. 
“Some people have a hard time with that 
concept. I don’t.”

But he does fast on Yom Kippur when-
ever possible, an act of atonement to which 
he devotes several paragraphs in the book. 
“Toward the end of a fast I usually feel great, 
like I’ve achieved something,” he writes. 

“I feel lighter, not physically, but mentally. 
I’ve endured, and I feel energized and clear.”

In the book, Mitch recalls a visit he made 
in the first weeks of his rookie year to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, OH. 
He encountered a group of Orthodox teens 
who, upon learning he was a Jewish football 
player, started peppering him with questions 
and begging for autographs. “I think it takes 
experiences like that to make you realize 
just how much bigger it is than you think 
it is,” he said of being one of a handful of 
Jewish players in the NFL.

Of course, the brothers understand the 
special appeal they have to Jewish fans – 
after all, they’re Jewish fans themselves. 
The book traces their own family’s fas-
cination with Jews in sports, from Hank 
Greenberg andSandy Koufax to Mark Spitz 
and Dolph Schayes.

Mitch delves into the lesser-known 
history of brothers Ralph and Arnold 
Horween, the Harvard All-Americans and 
stars of the Chicago Cardinals backfield, 
in whose NFL footsteps the Schwartzes 
eventually followed. He learned that the 
Horweens actually played under an as-
sumed name – McMahon – which raises 
questions as to whether they were guarding 
against antisemitism in football, or perhaps 
feared disapproval from other Jews for 
playing football.

Though Geoff recounts a few blatantly 
antisemitic comments, many players they 
meet simply don’t understand, or misun-

derstand, what it means to be Jewish, he 
said. “People think it’s more complicated 
than it really is,” Geoff explained. “So we 
let them know how not-complicated it is.”

When trying to explain their traditions 
to teammates who might have “never been 
around a Jew before,” they find that food 
– like latkes and matzah balls – can be a 
good access point, Mitch said, “especially 
for linemen.”

The cover of “Eat My 
Schwartz,” by Geoff and 
Mitch Schwartz. (Photo 
courtesy of St. Martin’s 
Press)

See “Brothers” on page 10
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It takes each of us 
to make a difference 
for all of us.
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Judaism is about 
sanctifying life.

Rabbi Lord J. Sacks
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Johanna Gerber 
Shirley Gilinsky 
Gerald Goldman 
Scott & Betsy Gottlieb 
Gabrielle Grower 
Carol Herz 
Susan & Allan Jablon 
Walter & Joan Jacobson 
Dr. Howard Klein 
Mrs. Brenda Levy 
Adrienne & Michael Little 
Dr. Arnold & Ellen Loew Q 
Jane Maas 
Leonore Manasse 
Teresa & Robert McCabe 
Dan & Eileen Miller 
Elliot & Victoria Niman 
Richard & Eileen Orringer 
Damian & Dorie Osisek 
Carole Rosen 
Benita Roth 
Gilbert & Rosanne Rouff 
Deborah & Randy Schepis 

Susan Schiff 
Rabbi David Serkin 
Sandy Shapiro 
Leonard & Ellen Shaw 
Louise Sheiman 
Bari Sklaroff 
Rabbi Levi & Hadasa Slonim 
Mitchell Slutzker 
Susan & George Stephens 
Anne Strahm Q 
Francine & Stephen Straight 
Janet Stram 
Bernard Tinkleman 
Alfred & Marilyn Weiner 
Judy & Dick Weiss Q 
Scott & Catherine Weissmann 
Harry Wiesel Q 
Russell & Renee Williams 
Anonymous (18) 

Acts of Charity
(Gimilut Chasidim)
Ellen Badger
Miriam Bartschi 
Ina Bellis 
Al & Rachael Benjamin 
Carol Bernstein & Richard Canavan  
Dr. Roger & Mrs. Leslie Billig 
Elaine & Terry Bollinger 
Jack Braunstein 
Mark & Jean Buzel 
Rabbi Shneur & Rochel Chein 
Ann Cohen 
Marvin A. Cohen 
Rachel & Eric Coker 
Lawrence Davis 
Lynn Dumoff 
Sara Edwards 
Lisa & Salvador Fajardo 
Fran Ferentinos 
Eliot Fiks 
Brett & Abbi Foreman 
Adele Freedman 
Ariana Gerstein 
Dr. Steven & Mary Goldenberg 
Frances Goldman 
Ruth Goldstein 
Philip Goodman 
Brett & Wendy Green 
Jeffrey & Robin Greenblott 
Joseph & Alyn Gusefski 
Robin & Don Haas 
Alycia Harris 
Jay Harris 
Mark & Janet Hayman 
Howard & Susan Herzog 
Jeffrey Horowitz 
Paul & Vickie Jacobson
Dr. Jon Karp 
Paulette Klin 
Dr. Jon & Amy Krasno 
Everett & Suzanne M. Lachman 
Lisha Levin  
Carl Levine 
Lois Levitt 
Barry & Heather Livsky 

Roz Antoun
Bonnie Brown
Sheryl Brumer
Herb & Marcia Cohen
Naoma & Leonard Feld
Diane K. Gartell
Dr. Steve & Barbara Gilbert
Barbara & Jack Greenberg
Steve & Toni Grekin
Dr. Gerald & Susan Hubal
Mrs. Claire Ladenheim
Alfred Lavker
Dr. Harvey & Janet Levine
Jane Maas
Sandra Malkin
Brenda Margolis
Irv & Myra Memis
Rob Neuberger
Roy & Sandy Paston
Stanley Pelter
Maida Piaker
Marion Pine
Bonnie Rozen
Barbara Ruchames
Dr. Daniel Sambursky
Robert & Lori Schapiro
Jeffrey & Ruth Shapiro
Rita E. Shawn
Jamie Tandlich
Dr. Arieh Ullmann
Dr. Mark & Susan Walker
Dr. Robert & Diana Weiss
Marie Werner
Dr. Michael & Wendy Wolff

James & Karen Maddalone 
Roberta Melville 
Judith Mersereau 
Scott Miller 
Maria Moulton-Barrett 
Bruce & Candi Nelson Q 
Elizabeth Rappaport 
Andre & Cherese Rosales 
Mark B. Roth 
Bonnie Rozen 
Marc Rubin 
Jeffrey & Ruth Shapiro 
Sacha Sigelman-Schwartz 
Axel Sigelman-Schwartz 
Jack Siskin 
Marian Stern 
Fern Sternberg 
Bernice Strassberg 
Jason & Kim Weinstein 
Ann Weissman 
Arthur Weissman 
Marie Werner 
Richard Werner 
Aster White 
Burton & Judy Whiteman 
Edyce & Laurence Wyman 
Michelle Young 
Zvi & Dorit Zimmerman 
Anonymous (24)  
 

Nourish the roots that sustain our community

Donations In Honor or
In Memory of, as made by:

Q Donors who live Beyond Binghamton
 and graciously still support their home

i Deceased,
 may his/her name be for a blessing

Symbol Key

Donations to PJ Library
The Blackwell Family

Ilene Pinsker

Tzedakah
Sima & Neil Auerbach
Dr. Les & Barbara Bank

The results of 
philanthropy are 
always beyond
calculation.

M. Beard

In Blessed Memory
Stan Blumm

Edith Feinberg 
David Roth

Irvin Schapiro
Shirley Schwartz

Steve Stein
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sandwiched the governor, each grasping 
a golden scissor to cut a purple ribbon 
running the stage’s length of about 30 
yards. With the ribbon sliced, confetti 
floated like a sweetly thrown touch pass.

The event was “a great personal mile-
stone for our family, in addition to a great 
milestone for the community,” Wilf said. 
“We’re very proud that we have a new 

L-r: Geoff and Mitch Schwartz at 
synagogue. (Photo by John Solano)

Part of the motivation for writing the 
book, according to Geoff, is for the broth-
ers to, well, start writing their own next 
chapters. “You don’t know how long you’re 
going to play – certainly not forever,” he said 
shortly before the latest cut. “And there’s a 
lot we want to do after football.”

For Geoff, that could be a career in me-
dia or writing – this book is only his latest 
foray in communications. He co-hosts his 
own podcast, “Block ‘Em Up,” and this 
summer guest-wrote the “Monday Morn-
ing Quarterback” column on SI.com that’s 
usually penned by National Sportswriter of 
the Year Peter King.

Yet, the ultimate ambition for the 
Schwartz brothers is to finally team up – 
as co-hosts of their own cooking show. 
“Cooking has become a creative outlet for 
both of us, something we enjoy exploring 
and experimenting with. We love the im-
provisational element of cooking, and the 
social element, too,” Geoff writes. “Food, 
which is so important to us as athletes – it 
fuels our work – provides the forum for 
us to create meals that look good and 
taste fantastic.”

The brothers already prepped a “sizzle 
reel” of them interviewing a Beverly Hills 

(NewsUSA) – Many stinging insects become more ag-
gressive in late summer and fall. Their hives are near maxi-
mum capacity, and they are scavenging for food to sustain 
the colony into the colder months. Being able to recognize 
different types of stinging pests can help determine whether 
there is an actual threat.

The National Pest Management Association advises to 
always use caution around stinging insects, especially if you 
suffer from insect allergies. Here are some stinging insects 
that you should look out for this fall:

Fall foes: watch out for these stinging insects
 � Africanized Bees – Africanized “killer” bees are indistin-

guishable from honeybees to an untrained eye. The only 
physical difference is in the length of their bodies. Africanized 
bees are much more aggressive than normal bees, will chase 
a target up to a quarter mile from their hive and are known 
to wait should a target go under water.

 � Paper Wasps – Paper wasps are also known as “umbrella 
wasps.” They live in small colonies and are not aggressive by 
nature. However, they will sting if their nest is threatened. 
These nests are usually up high and can be attached to tree 
branches, porch ceilings or attic rafters.

 � Bald-Faced Hornets – These hornets are larger than other 
stinging insects. They get their common name from their 
coloring, which is mostly black with a white face. Hornets 
are typically very aggressive. Anyone or anything that in-
vades their space will elicit a defensive response. They have 
smooth stingers and can sting multiple times.

 � Yellowjackets – There are several species of yellowjackets, 
and they are distinguished from other stinging insects by 
their black head and distinctly black and yellow patterned 
abdomen. They are most active in late summer, when their 
colonies are at their peak. They are territorial and will sting 
See “Insects” on page 12

chef  and then whipping up some saffron 
seafood risotto at home. The book details 
early talks with TV  – it’s unclear whether 
the Food Network or the NFL Network were 
more interested – but “we’re definitely still 
working on it,” Geoff confirmed.

Two Jewish brothers in the NFL makes 
for a great story. But two Jewish brothers 
in the NFL with their own cooking show? 
That’s never happened before.

Brothers Continued from page 7

home here for the Vikings and that the 
Vikings have a stability and a future for 
generations to come.”

The Minnesota Vikings sponsored the 
visit to Minneapolis of several journal-
ists, including Hillel Kuttler. Mark Wilf 
is a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Directors of 70 Faces 
Media, JTA’s parent organization.

Vikings Continued from page 6 NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Hamas rejects prisoner swap deal for IDF soldiers’ remains

The Hamas terror group has rejected Israel’s proposals for a prisoner exchange deal that 
would return the remains of Israel Defense Forces soldiers as well as missing Israeli citizens, a 
senior Israeli official said on Sept. 13, The Jerusalem Post reported. Hamas is responsible for 
preventing a deal requesting the return of the bodies of Lt. Hadar Goldin and Oron Shaul to 
their families, according to IDF Col. (res.) Lior Lotan, who spoke at the Institute for Policies 
Against Terror. “It is internationally accepted, even in the worst confrontations, that both 
sides exchange soldiers and the dead at the end of the conflict,” Lotan said. Lotan, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s liaison for prisoners and missing persons, said that Hamas 
refused a deal that would return 19 Hamas prisoners arrested by the IDF in 2014 and the 
bodies of 19 operatives in exchange for the Israeli soldiers’ remains. “In an unprecedented 
manner, Hamas responded negatively and placed preconditions, a solution calling for other 
prisoners not from the Gaza Strip and not connected to Operation Protective Edge,” he said.  
Goldin and Shaul’s bodies have been held by Hamas in Gaza for the last two years after they 
were abducted and killed during Operation Protective Edge in July 2014.
Israeli shooter wins Paralympics bronze medal in Rio

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israeli shooter Doron Shaziri won a bronze medal 
in the 50-meter rifle three-positions competition at the Rio 2016 Paralympics on Sept. 12. 
This is the second medal for the Israeli delegation, following rower Moran Samuel’s bronze 
medal in the 1,000 meter race on Sept. 11. Shaziri, 49, finished the preliminary round of com-
petition in third place, and in the final round he also finished third with 437.5 points, earning 
the bronze medal, the eighth of his career. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke 
with Shaziri after his competition. Shaziri lost part of his leg while serving as a sniper with 
the Golani Brigade after enlisting in the IDF in 1985. Two years into his service, he stepped 
on a land mine in Lebanon, and the blast tore off his leg from the knee down. Following an 
honorable discharge from the military and rehabilitation, he decided to invest all his energy 
into shooting. He soon became one of the most prominent athletes with disabilities in the 
history of Israeli sports, and has competed in the Paralympic Games since 1996.
U.S.-Israel military aid deal to be signed soon

The U.S.-Israel military defense aid package is expected to be signed in the coming 
days, U.S. Ambassador to Israel Dan Shapiro said at a counterterrorism summit on Sept. 
11. Israel will receive the largest military aid package that any country has ever been 
given, Shapiro affirmed. The deal will provide aid to Israel until 2019. He spoke at the 
16th World Summit of the International Institute for Counterterrorism at the Herzliya 
Interdisciplinary Center that also commemorated 9/11. Israel and the U.S. have been 
in continuous talks over the new aid package in the midst of clashes over the State 
Department’s criticism of Israel’s building in eastern Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria.

Looking for a cure for the common kitchen?
For about 50% of the cost to replace your kitchen cabinets, 
our skilled craftsmen will reface your cabinets and install 
cutom-made doors that will make your kitchen look like new!

• We offer free, professional in-home 
 consultations and estimates.

• A large selection of premium solid
 wood cabinet doors and drawers.

• Professional installation from a
 national company you can trust.

607.748.8675
www.furnituremedic.com
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(StatePoint) – If you’re serious about homeownership in 
the near future, getting prepared is crucial. Consider these 
five tips from myhome.freddiemac.com:

1. Get your financial house in order: Good credit is key 
to getting a mortgage at a reasonable interest rate. If it’s been 
more than a year, find out what your credit score is. You can 
improve your credit by paying your bills on time, working 
with a no-fees housing counselor and beefing up your credit 
literacy. Free online resources can help.

2. Figure out how much you can afford. What do you 
earn? What do you spend? How much do you have in 
savings? Answering these questions will help you learn 
whether you are financially ready for homeownership. 
Make a budget and use free online tools and calculators to 

Five tips for prospective homebuyers
determine how much you can afford and the amount you 
have for a downpayment. If you’re short, reduce optional 
expenses and set up a monthly, automatic deposit into 
your savings account.

3. Explore your mortgage options. Don’t assume you 
don’t have enough for a down payment or won’t qualify 
for a mortgage without 20 percent down. In fact, about 40 
percent of today’s homebuyers are making down payments 
that are less than 10 percent and a recent study found that 
87 percent of U.S. homes would qualify for down payment 
help. Find out if you’re eligible for any local or state down 
payment assistance programs. Remember, some options may 
be as low as three percent. But keep in mind that if you’re 
not putting at least 20 percent down, you’ll pay extra each 

month for mortgage insurance. Contact several mortgage 
lenders to shop around and get the best deal.

4. Get pre-approved for financing. It’s highly recommended 
that you work with your lender to get pre-approved before 
you begin house hunting. Pre-approval will tell you how 
much home you can afford, and can help you move faster 
and with greater confidence in competitive markets.
See “Tips” on page 12

By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.org

Is it a coincidence that the two people most intimately 
involved in creating the Hebrew Music Museum are both 
Levis, descendants of the ancient Jewish tribe dedicated 
to providing music in the holy Temple? 

For 12 years, Laurent Levy, the museum’s sponsor, 
and Eldad Levy, its director, who are not related, both 
had a vision of creating an interactive, state-of-the-art 
museum in the heart of Jerusalem that would celebrate 
Jewish music. “When we met five years ago we were both 
amazed that we shared this dream,” said Eldad Levy, a 
professional musician. “He said ‘Let’s do it’ and that was 
the beginning.”

During five years of planning for the museum, they 
collected hundreds of authentic instruments from around 
the world, conducted real estate negotiations in the city’s 
trendy Ben Yehuda neighborhood and designed and built a 
one-of-a-kind exhibit space. Representing an investment of 
some 20 million shekels – roughly $5 million – the Hebrew 
Music Museum swung open its doors in April.

Today, the Levys’ dream has become a reality. The 
place attracts more than 1,000 visitors a month who come 
to see, and hear, what it’s all about. They’re immersed not 
only in the history of Jewish music, which has taken so 
many guises depending on place and time, but also how 
it ties back to the music of the two ancient Temples, one 
of which stood not far from their location.

Inside the museum, 260 musical instruments, from 
seven lands where Jews have lived in the Diaspora, are 
spread throughout seven rooms. Each room is decorated 
in the style of the country it represents: Yemen, Morocco, 

Two Levys make Hebrew Music Museum dream 
come alive

Central Asia, Iraq, the Balkans. And not to be outdone, 
Israel, along with Europe (don’t miss that hand-painted 
ceiling). It’s in that room where you’ll find a lyra, a harp 
much like King David played while composing his psalms. 

In each room, visitors can listen to the music of each 
place and time using hand-held tablets they’re given 
when they enter the museum. These portable devices are 
programmed with explanations in five different languag-
es: Hebrew, French, English, Spanish and Russian. The 
message is a potent one: each place Jews have lived, they 
have adopted the local instruments, and often the folk 
music of the region, and infused it with Jewish tradition, 
lyrics and soul. 

“When designing the museum, we kept asking ourselves, 
‘How can we touch people’s hearts with the power of Jewish 

music from throughout our history?” Eldad Levy said. “We 
knew they’d need to hear the music, see the instruments 
and learn something about the culture we developed in 
each place we lived.” 

One recent example of this fusion is klezmer, which 
was popular in 18th century Eastern Europe at the time of 
the Chasidic master the Baal Shem Tov. It continues to 
attract die-hard fans today.

Dating back much further is Jewish life in Iraq. There’s a 
faithful replica of the kind of Babylonian harp Jews played 
there 3,000 years ago. The original instrument was exca-
vated by Germans archeologists, who’d been conducting 
digs in Iraq in the early 20th century. 

“As amazing and beautiful as [the instruments] are, the 
real story is what’s behind the instruments,” Levy adds. 
“They were each an expression of Jewish life in these places.” 

By far the highlight for most visitors is the temple room 
that features a large model of the Second Temple, which 
stood on Jerusalem’s Temple Mount for 420 years before 
it was destroyed by the Romans in 70 C.E. Patrons put on 
virtual reality headsets, which took three years to develop 
and program, to gain an inside view of a recreation of the 
service going on inside the Holy Temple. This is the place 
to hear a seemingly universal word escape the lips of young 
and old alike, “wow!” 

“It’s like you’re in the Beit Hamikdash with the Kohanim,” 
said 11-year-old Yosef Levi (also no relation) who lives in 
Gush Etzion and was visiting with his grandmother. “You 
can see them working in there and you can hear the music.”

Hearing the music (which Eldad Levy composed) is 
considered the most important part of the virtual reality 

A model of the Second Temple located in the Hebrew Music 
Museum that allows visitors to take a virtual reality tour of 
the Temple. (Photo courtesy of the Hebrew Music Museum)

See “Museum” on page 12
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people who come near their nests.
Stinging insects and nest or hive removals should only 

be handled by pest professionals. Some species have nests 
containing thousands of individuals that could swarm and 
sting, and could create a dangerous situation. Proper identi-
fication is also important as some species are pollinators and 
are beneficial to the environment. Qualified pest professionals 
or apiarists can safely relocate pollinator colonies from the 
property without destroying the hive.

For more information on stinging insects, visit PestWorld.org. 
For more information on pollinators, visit PollinatorHealth.org.

Insects Continued from page 10

5. Rely on professionals. The typical homebuyer will look 
at 10 homes over a 10-week period, so finding and working 
with the right team is critical. Housing counselors, realtors 
and lenders all play an important role in the home buying 
process. These professionals have the expertise to advise 
you every step of the way.

With financial resolve, you can make your dream of 
homeownership possible.

Tips Continued from page 11

Five hacks to save space in compact kitchens
tiny houses or micro-apartments. After all, they don’t need 
bookcases, record racks or a lot of other furniture that used 
to be thought essential. Once the futon is folded away, 
however, there’s still the problem of how to turn out great 
meals in a tiny kitchen.

Here are five hints from www.blancoamerica.com that 
can help.

1. Ever ything in the k itchen sink. You can now get a 
not-too-big sink with the drainboard built in. A cutt ing 
board and grid also make the sink a functional work ing 
space.

2. Up against the wall is where you can keep a lot of 

accessories. From knife and spice storage to paper towel 
holders, a decorative recess system can keep them all out 
of the way – but still within easy reach at all times.

3. Let things slide in your kitchen. That is, keep pots, pans, 
dishes and canned goods on sliding shelves that can not only 
let you use “blind” space but keep bending, stretching and 
searching for things at a minimum.

4. Things can be simply rolling along if you have a rolling 
cart, particularly one with a cutting board top and shelves 
or drawers underneath. You simply push it to wherever you 
want to do your kitchen work – or just to the part of the 
room that’s least cluttered.

5. Rack ‘em up. A ceiling rack will let you hang up your 
pots and pans where they’re convenient to get to, out of your 
way and able to double as decorative accessories.

experience. “The job of music – and we’re 
talking about Jewish music – is to connect 
one person to another and another, wher-
ever we live, and that’s helped keep the 
Jewish people strong since Temple times,” 
he says. And, he adds, “Maybe that’s why 
people keep coming back to the museum 
and bringing their friends and relatives. 
Religious or not, they’re all able to feel it.”

Yosef’s grandmother Elsa Levi, a native 
New Yorker who now resides in Neve 
Daniel, enjoyed the experience, saying, “It 
was amazing to see so many instruments 

At right: A look inside the Hebrew Music Museum in Jerusalem. (Photo courtesy of the 
Hebrew Music Museum)

from around the world that Jews played, 
instruments I never knew existed.” 

The Levys are not done with their vision 
just yet. They’re building another story 
onto the roof for a 400-seat auditorium 
for concerts, films and presentations. It’s 
projected to open next year.

Still, with or without an auditorium, 
Yosef Levi is recommending his friends go. 
“Yeah, they’ll see all kinds of instruments 
from all over the world that don’t even look 
like instruments,” he says. “Wherever Jews 
lived, we always had our music.” 

Museum Continued from page 11

Israel’s first NASCAR driver revved up to win
By Robert Gluck

JNS.org
As a young boy growing up in Ashdod, 

Israel, Alon Day got his first go-kart at age 
9. By 15, he was racing them. Less than a 
decade later, Day has become the first Israeli 
professional race car driver on the NASCAR 
circuit. He made history by competing in 
NASCAR’s Xfinity Series race at the Mid-
Ohio Sports Car Course on August 13.

“Driving a race car is not like any other 
sport,” Day told JNS.org. “You are actually 
almost flying on the ground which is great. 
And the adrenaline is something I cannot de-
scribe in words. You have to be in the race car 
to really understand what I’m talking about.”

Day, 24, lives in Tel Aviv, but is spending 
a lot of time in the United States, making 
a splash by proudly carrying the banner of 
being the first Israeli in a uniquely American 
sport. “It’s a big honor to be the first Israeli 
in American NASCAR,” he said. “I raced 

in European NASCAR for two years, but 
being here for the main events, it’s big. I’m 
fortunate to be the one.”

As for the risks that come with competitive 
high-speed racing – sometimes in treacher-
ously wet conditions, as was the case with the 
Ohio race where he finished in an admirable 
13th place –  Day takes it in stride. “When 
you ask someone why do you jump out of an 
airplane with a parachute, that’s obviously 
not less dangerous than driving a race car,” 
he said. “The adrenaline you can get out of 
it is impossible to get at any other sport.”

While Israel is not known for motor 
sports, Israelis can watch European NA-
SCAR races on television. “NASCAR has 
been doing some good things in the past 
few years going over to Europe and trying 
to get motor sports into different cultures,” 
he said. “It’s getting bigger and people are 
starting to learn more about it. I hope in the 
future it will have the same popularity as 

basketball and soccer in Israel.”
Day was one of 11 participants selected 

for NASCAR Next program. He previously 
competed in six races in 2012 in the Indy 
Lights Series. He’s also in a highly-charged 
championship contest in NASCAR’s Euro-
pean circuit, the Whelen Euro Series. 

“We are really happy and proud for Alon,” 
said Jerome Galpin, NASCAR Whelen Euro 
Series president and CEO. “He is a talented 
driver and a great guy. This is the American 
dream, where everything is possible.”

Day made his NASCAR debut driving car 
No. 40 on an especially rainy day in Ohio. 
Despite the slick conditions on the track, he 
spent a considerable amount of time in the 
top 10 throughout the race. “My expectation 
wasn’t that high,” Day said. “If I would finish 
like 25th, I’d be super happy. To find myself 
fighting for the lead, that’s not bad.”

Day also felt like he had an advantage 
over the American drivers who were not 

Alon Day next to his Mercedes race car. 
(Photo courtesy of Alon Day)

See “Driver” on page 13

used to competing in wet weather. “In 
Europe, we do everything in the rain. I 

(NAPSI) – What’s big in homes these days is small. That 
is to say, many young couples starting out, downsizing 
empty nesters and singles of all sorts are reveling in their 
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knew when the rain would come I would 
be strong. I was able to show my driving 
ability and surprised everybody.”

After the race, he received congratula-
tions from a childhood hero, race runner-up 
Sam Hornish Jr.

The adrenaline junkie wanted to compete 

Driver Continued from page 12

From JTA
Warden in Ecuador disciplined for marking prison visitors 
with Nazi stamp

Ecuador’s Justice Ministry said a prison warden was disciplined for negligence after it 
was found that guards used a Nazi-themed hand stamp to mark visitors to the jail. The Justice 
Ministry also said on Sept. 8 that it fired the head of security at the prison in Quito, according 
to the Associated Press. The Ecuadorean government condemned the use of the stamp after 
news of the practice spread on social media. The stamp included Germany’s Nazi Party 
logo, featuring an eagle on top of a swastika, as well as 1939, the year World War II started. 
New $3 million initiative for Jewish disabled honors Itzhak 
Perlman

The Genesis Prize Foundation and the Jewish Funders Network launched a $3 million 
matching grant program to fund an initiative to promote the inclusion of people with disabil-
ities in Jewish life. The Breaking Barriers program launched on Sept. 11 in honor of 2016 
Genesis Prize laureate Itzhak Perlman will promote the inclusion of people with disabilities 
in all aspects of Jewish communal life. It echoes Perlman’s lifelong dedication to educating 
society about doing more to enable people with disabilities to use their strengths and realize 
their potential. The funds for the program will be distributed in North America and Israel, 
according to the Genesis Prize Foundation and the Jewish Funders Network. Perlman, 70, a 
violinist, educator and advocate for individuals with disabilities, was diagnosed with polio at 
age 4 and uses a motorized cart. When he was awarded the Genesis Prize in Jerusalem in June, 
Perlman pledged to use the $1 million award to benefit programs for people with disabilities. 
The so-called Jewish Nobel is awarded to individuals who have achieved professional success, 
made a significant contribution to humanity, and inspired others through their engagement 
and dedication to the Jewish community and the state of Israel. It is the second matching 
grant collaboration between the Genesis Prize Foundation and Jewish Funders Network. The 
2015 “Avenues to Jewish Engagement for Intermarried Couples and their Families” program 
was established last year in honor of the 2015 Genesis Prize laureate, Michael Douglas, and 
generated $3.3 million in new funds. Perlman said he was “honored” to be part of Breaking 
Barriers. “And to have the opportunity to encourage other funders to join this critical initiative 
so that each person, regardless of his or her abilities, will have the opportunity to maximize 
their potential and to participate as full members of the community,” he said in a statement. 
“This is a great opportunity to open more doors and accept all who choose to enter.” 
U.S. shuls pledge to welcome refugees

Some 184 Jewish congregations and communities in the U.S. signed a pledge of support 
for refugees, promising to take action to help those seeking shelter in the country. The 
“Welcome Campaign” is being organized by the refugee support and advocacy group 
HIAS (formerly the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society), which was founded in 1881 to 
help Jewish immigrants fleeing pogroms in Russia and Eastern Europe. The letter – “an 
affirmative statement in support of welcoming refugees” to the United States – says signa-
tories will support refugees in various ways, including through education, advocacy and 
fund-raising, and on the local level. “The American Jewish response to the largest refugee 
crisis recorded in history is really about who we want to be as American Jews,” Rabbi 
Jennie Rosenn, vice president of community engagement at HIAS, said in a statement. 
“All across the country, local Jewish communities are acting on their values and insisting 
as Americans and as Jews that desperate families be given the chance to rebuild their 
lives in safety. Together, we are refusing to be silent bystanders at this historic moment.”
Israeli Supreme Court justices chastise lack of progress 
on pluralistic Kotel

Israeli Supreme Court justices chastised the government for not implementing the gov-
ernment’s plan to create an ecumenical prayer section at the Western Wall. The Sept. 12 
hearing was in response to a 3-year-old petition complaining about the treatment of egalitarian 
worshippers at the site. At the hearing, the justices called for the plan to be implemented. 
The petition, which predated the plan, was filed by Women of the Wall; Kolech, a feminist 
religious forum, and the Conservative and Reform movements. The justices gave the peti-
tioners three weeks to update their complaint to include developments at the site over the last 
several months. The agreement announced in January would expand the egalitarian section 
at the wall and place it under the authority of a pluralist committee while solidifying haredi 
Orthodox control over the site’s traditional, Orthodox section. Women of the Wall, the wom-
en’s prayer group that holds monthly services in the Orthodox section, would move to the 
non-Orthodox section once the deal is implemented. The agreement was negotiated among 
Women of the Wall, the site’s haredi Orthodox leadership, the Jewish Agency for Israel, the 
Israeli government, and the Reform and Conservative movements. All parties praised the 
decision as path breaking at the time. Later, however, the religious partners backed away 
from the deal and in June, a group of Orthodox Jewish organizations filed a petition with 
Israel’s Supreme Court to prevent the establishment of the egalitarian section. “Enough is 
enough,” said the Supreme Court president, Miriam Naor, criticizing the state prosecutor for 
defending the government’s “foot-dragging on various occasions in the last eight months, 
since the government approved the plan. ...Do you expect us to extract the chestnuts from 
the fire for you?” Naor asked, using a Hebrew term for performing a difficult task. Anat 
Hoffman, chairwoman of Women of the Wall, attended the hearing wearing a prayer shawl, 
or tallit. “We are gratified that the Supreme Court, in its wisdom, has accepted out long-held 
argument that the Western Wall cannot be held hostage by a minority sect,” Hoffman said in 
a statement after the hearing. “Today, the court issued a warning to the Israeli government 
saying that it will intervene if the government refuses to implement its own decision.”
Jewish leaders seek explanations over Iranian minister’s 
secret visit to Berlin

An alleged visit to Berlin by Iran’s intelligence minister has raised the eyebrows and ire 
of Jewish leaders in Germany. Citing Iranian media reports, the American Jewish Committee 
in Berlin has asked for an official explanation from the German government as to why the 
minister, Mahmoud Alawi, would have been officially invited to Berlin. There have been 
suggestions that a visit by Alawi might be a prelude to an official state visit by the president 
of Iran, Hassan Rouhani, whose official visit to Austria was canceled in March following 
protests over his country’s human rights record. 

in the U.S. because of its large Jewish com-
munity, where’s he’s hoping to find fund-
ing and sponsors to further his NASCAR 
dreams. “We’re trying to find sponsorships 
so I can race in five more races this year,” he 
said. “I’m trying to get better and contend 
for the 2017 Rookie of the Year.”
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Congregational Notes

RABBI STEVEN NATHAN, JEWISH FELLOWSHIP OF HEMLOCK FARMS, THE SYNAGOGUE OF 
PIKE COUNTY, PA

Weekly Parasha
Ki Tetze, Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19

Friday, September16, light candles .................... 6:52 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 17 ................ 7:51 pm
Friday, September 23, light candles ................... 6:40 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 24 ................ 7:39 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim
E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein
E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates 
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings 
people together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, 
history, culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic 
framework. KH is part of an international movement for 
Secular Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the 
Society for Humanistic Judaism, a national association 
with over 30 member communities and congregations 
around the country. Established in the spring of 1999, it 
offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School 
for children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh 
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Those who wish to purchase a lulav and etrog set for 
Sukkot should contact info@tikkunvor.org by Friday, 
September 30.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, September 16-17, the bat mitzvah 
of Emma Waldman, daughter of Lisa Berki and Michael 
Waldman, will be celebrated.

On Saturday, September 17, at 4:30 pm, Tea ‘n Talmud 
will be held at the home of Rabbi Scott Glass.

On Sunday, September 18, religious school and minyan 
will be held at 9 am. At 10 am, the Sisterhood Fall Brunch 
will be held at the home of Amy and Christine Rebera. 
From 3-5 pm, a PJ Library event focusing on the fall hol-
idays will be held at Gourdlandia; admission is free, but 
there will be a $5 cost for participating in gourd projects.

On Monday, September 19, at 7:30 am, minyan will 
be followed by a siyyum hosted by Rabbi Scott and 
Sharon Glass marking the end of sheloshim (the 30-day 
mourning period) for his father.

On Tuesday, September 20, a Sisterhood board meeting 
will be held at 7:30 pm.

On Wednesday, September 21, at 10 am, there will 
be Women’s Torah Study with Rabbi Suzanne Brody. 
At 7:30 pm, Nava Scharf will continue her discussion 
of  “Israeli Society Through Literature.”

On Thursday, September 22, at 6 pm, a Feed My 
Starving Children Mobile Pack event will be held at 
First Congregational Church; to sign up, contact Rabbi 
Suzanne Brody at director@tbeithaca.org.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, September 16 ........................................... 6:55 pm
Shabbat, September 17............................................. 9 am
 .....................................................Mincha/Maariv 6:40 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., September 18 ............................................. 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., September 19-23 ...................................... 7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., September 18-22 ............................. 6:45 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, September 16, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and 
Jason Flatt.

On Saturday, September 17, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 10:35 am, 
there will be family Shabbat services and birthday blessings 
with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Sasha Chernyak.

On Tuesday, September 20, at 7 pm, there will be an adult 
b’nai mitzvah class led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Friday, September 23, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell 
and Jason Flatt.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, September 17, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, Art 
Siegel and Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Nellie Roth. 
The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19. The 
haftarah will be Isaiah 54:1-10; 54:11-55:5.

On Friday, September 23, at 6:30 pm, Shabbat on the 
Road will be held at Brookdale Senior Living across from 
the Jewish Community Center.

An essential paradox of life
This week’s parasha, Ki Tetze (Deuteronomy 21:10-

25:19), contains the greatest number of mitzvot/command-
ments of any Torah portion. The 72 mitzvot found in the 
parasha focus on such issues as the treatment of captives, 
defiant children, lost animals, suspected adulterers and the 
poor. This amalgam of mitzvot may seem random at times, 
and yet there is a guiding principle that reminds us not to 
be indifferent to other people and the world around us.

One of the mitzvot found in the parasha is that we must 
return lost property, no matter what it may be or how long 
ago we may have discovered it. There is a Chasidic tale that 
relates to this mitzvah. In the story, there was a man who 
came to the great rabbi Aaron of Chernobyl to tell him of 
a terrible recurring nightmare he was having. The man had 
found a wallet containing a fortune. When he could not 

find the owner in the crowd he kept the money, and with 
it became even wealthier than he could have imagined. In 
his nightmare, the man to whom the money had originally 
belonged became destitute and had to beg in the streets. 
He died leaving his wife and children in poverty so that 
his children could not even afford an education.

The rabbi instructed the man to find the one who had 
originally owned the money and give him half of the 
wealth he had accumulated. Once he did so, the man’s 
nightmares ceased.

There exists another parable that teaches about this 
mitzvah in a more indirect manner. In this talmudic story 
(Ta’anit 25a), men carrying two measures of barley visited 
Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair. They deposited the barley with 
him and seem to forget about it. Seven years later, the men 

returned to find that Rabbi Pinchas had sowed the barley 
and reaped great harvests. When he saw them, Rabbi Pin-
chas told them, without hesitation, to take everything from 
“your storehouses filled with grain.” The original grain had 
belonged to them, and so did all that was subsequently 
produced from that grain.

In the first story, the man unable to abide by the fact that 
he had profited from the loss of another, was instructed not 
to return his entire fortune, but instead to share the wealth 
with the man to whom the money had originally belonged. 
In the second story, Rabbi Pinchas didn’t simply share the 
wealth, but he handed all of the remaining grain back to 
the original owners.

Both stories operate based on an underlying assumption 
See “Life” on page 15
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Life Continued from page 14
fullness, the earth and all who dwell on it...” In other words, 
everything on this earth belongs to God. Nothing is truly 
owned by any human being. An extension of this can also be 
found in the central teachings of mindfulness practice that 
nothing truly belongs to anyone and that nothing in life is 
permanent. Everything is temporary and ephemeral. We must 
rejoice in the moment, because that is all we have. We must 
rejoice in what we have now because we do not know if it 
will be “ours” the next moment, if indeed it ever was “ours.”

We spend so much of our lives focusing on acquiring 
things, whether money, property, books, music, etc., that 
we often forget to enjoy what and who is in front of us 
at any given moment. In both of the stories above, there 
was an assumption that something belonged to someone 
and therefore needed to be returned. Yet, there was also 
an assumption that nothing truly belonged to anyone, or 
else neither of the “finders” would have dared to profit at 
all or to keep or return – any of what they had amassed.

In writing this, I couldn’t help but think of the survivors 
of personal or communal tragedies, for their losses truly 
put into perspective the need to appreciate what we have 
in the moment, for it may not be here the next.

These two stories bring to light an essential paradox 
in life with which we must struggle that I believe is also 
highlighted by the loss experienced by the victims and 
survivors of great tragedies. Given the nature of soci-
ety as it has developed, we must realistically focus on 
“ownership,” and, yet, if we look at the grand scheme of 
things, we really don’t own anything. Those who choose to 
become monastic or practice a life of true simplicity give 
up everything except what they need to keep themselves 
warm and fed. Most people are not willing to do that, nor 
is that what I am proposing. For we are also commanded 
to rejoice in God’s world and everything in it.

However, we should never lose sight of the fact that 
everything is temporary, from a human perspective, while 
everything is eternal, from a Divine perspective. How to 
enjoy what we have and who is in our lives in this very 
moment, while knowing deep down that the next moment 
everything may change, is one of the significant and un-
avoidable challenges of life. Acknowledging the truth that 
everything is temporary can cause us to despair, if we let 
it. Yet, we are commanded to rejoice in all we have and 
everyone who is part of our lives at this very moment. 
Therefore, we must participate in life and in bettering God’s 
world with all our heart, all our soul and all our might, so 
that we can experience that joy.

May we experience this Shabbat and every day as the 
series of moments in time, which they are. May we be 
mindful of and experience all the joy that each moment 
has to offer. May we remember to be grateful for every-
thing and everyone with whom we share each particular 
moment. And may we do so acknowledging that nothing 
and no one can ever truly belong to us, nor can anything 
or anyone be permanent and eternal.

Still, knowing this, and knowing that each moment will 
end, and a new one begin, we must praise, give thanks and 
rejoice for what we have. In that way we can honor God, 
humanity and the universe, and we can also honor the mem-
ory of everyone we have lost and all that we once thought 
belonged to us, even though we realize now that it never did.

that there is someone who is the “rightful” owner and 
someone else who is simply a “proxy” or “temporary” 
owner who must eventually relinquish the original prop-
erty, as well as all or part of what had accumulated. Both 
stories remind us that we must care for others as well as 
for ourselves. We have no right to profit from the misfor-
tune, negligence or forgetfulness of others. Nor can we 
profit completely from that which is not completely ours. 

They also remind us that following these teachings is part 
of creating a caring society, just as much as the laws that 
protect the widow, the orphan, the poor and the stranger 
that we also find in this week’s parasha.

However, I believe that there is another underlying as-
sumption within these parables, for both seem to be based 
on the belief that the property is owned by anyone at all. Yet, 
in Psalm 24, we read “the world belongs to God in all its 

The JCC Friendship Club met on September 7 and heard a 
stimulating program of music played by Sharlene Thompson. 
She played the accordion, autoharp and piano. She started by 
telling us she graduated from the University of Illinois. She 
went on to teach in Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsyl-
vania, and then at Maine-Endwell. She said she was very proud 
of M-E’s Little League winning the world championship. Her 
first song played on the accordion was “School Days” and we 
all joined in singing along. It was followed by “Take Me Out 
to the Ballgame,” She then played songs on the autoharp that 
were popular in the Revolutionary and Civil wars. 

She proudly told us of some of the achievements of her 
grandchildren. Her youngest grandson is still in high school 
and wants to be a marine. She changed instruments and 
played “The Marine Hymn” on the piano. She continued 
to honor the armed forces and played “The Caissons Go 
Rolling Along” for the army, “Anchors Aweigh” for the 
navy, the coast guard and air force songs. One member, 
Bruce Orden, sang,”We’re Shoving Right Off Again.” An 
original song was written by Charlene for her daughter’s 
wedding. We concluded by singing along to “You Are My 
Sunshine”.Ann Brillant gave Charlene a note of thanks and 

expressed her gratitude for her entertainment.
The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond. 

After the Pledge of Allegience, Ann said the blessing over 
the cookies provided by Morty Hofstein. 

On September 21, we will be writing out New Years 
cards to be delivered for Rosh Hashanah to Jewish people 
in nursing facilities and home bound. Come join us at 1:30 
pm at the JCC and bring extra cards you can spare and they 
will be put to good use.

Sylvia Diamond
President

Dogs Continued from page 5

are like their kids, and they need a solution while they’re 
working long hours.”

The city of Tel Aviv must answer to dog owners, too. 
Though there is more than one dog park every square 
kilometer, according to the city, some Tel Aviv residents 
complained that they had to walk 15 minutes to reach 
one and they would like more greenery for their pooches 
to play in. Dog parks have even become part of political 
campaigns in municipal elections.

Kelaviv was the brainchild of Tal Hollander, a Tel Aviv 
resident who was in Yehoshua Park with his dog when he 
was struck with inspiration. He contacted the city, which 
helped him plan the event over several months. “Many 
people had doubts about this,” Hollander told JTA. “How 
will the dogs behave? That was the biggest question. But 
I had faith in the dogs, and I was lucky to find a nice girl 
at the city who wanted to help.”

In 2017, the city plans to launch a service called Digi-
Dog to give pet owners in Tel Aviv personalized updates 
on pet-friendly events and services, as well as deals from 
local pet companies. The service will be based on the city’s 
award-winning Digitel service for human residents. “It can 
be a new dog park that’s opening in your area. It can be a 
reminder for your annual rabies shot that’s mandatory in 
Israel. It can be a discount on dog food in a dog store in 
your area that’s participating in the program,” Marcus said.

Dogs also have cultural cache in Tel Aviv. Rescuing 

them from shelters is a full-blown trend. Several shelters 
were represented at Kelaviv. And at least two set up shop 
on the streets of the city every weekend, lining up dogs 
to be adopted or fostered, or to recruit donations and 
volunteers. In the Florentine neighborhood in south Tel 
Aviv, which many call the city’s hippest enclave, the city 
estimates every third person has a dog. “People think we 
can’t really do anything about all the horrible things that are 
going on around us, some of which we’re partly responsi-
ble for. Even if we become activists, helping Palestinians 
or whatever, it would be hard to make a change” in the 
political situation, Dafna Shir-Vertesh, an anthropologist 
who studies human-animal relations at Ben-Gurion Uni-
versity, told JTA. “But maybe this is our way of making a 
change in the world.”

By flaunting their dog friendliness, secular Tel Avivians 
also distinguish themselves from Israel’s poorest commu-
nities, Arabs and haredi Orthodox Jews, for whom dog 
ownership is rare. That’s partly because there are traditional 
taboos about dogs in both Judaism and Islam, according 
to Shir-Vertesh.

But don’t tell that to Agriculture Minister Uri Ariel, a 
member of the religious Zionist Jewish Home political 
party’s more religious faction, Tkuma. Along a doggy red 
carpet at Kelaviv where mutts and purebreds could strut 
their stuff, he was among the politicians who appeared on 
a series of posters promoting animal adoption.
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

to the volunteers from the
Broome County Chamber of Commerce

and UHS who came out to the JCC for the United Way
Annual Day of Caring on Friday, September 9!

Volunteers helped with much needed painting & cleaned up the playground.

www.BinghamtonJCC.org

A special thank you



September 16-22, 2016Page 16 - The Reporter
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 weis
         quality since 1912 L’Shana Tova! 

Weis Markets extends to you and your family a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year!

weis50 Pennsylvania
BINGHAMTON

100 Rano Boulevard
VESTAL

Prices Effective September 15, 2016 through October 26, 2016.

Round Challah
Plain or w/ raisins - each 

Fresh Kosher 
Whole or Cut-up Chicken

Whole Frozen  
Kosher Turkeys

 
Fresh Beef Brisket

U U

U U U

per pound per pound per pound

U
KOSHER PAREVE

PAS YISRAEL

$269

$329

$299

$299

$1599

Rokeach Memorial Candles
each

Medford Farms 
Honey Bear - 12 ounce

Golden Blintzes
Frozen - 13 ounce

Lipton Recipe Mixes 
2 ounce

Manischewitz Potato 
Pancake Mix - 6 ounce

Kedem Tea Biscuits 
4.2 ounce

Kedem Apple Juice  
64 ounce

99¢ $449

$62 $52

$12

U UU

$42

 visit us at www.weismarkets.com or connect with us on 

CLIP &
SAVE!


