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JLI session on “How Success Thinks” to begin in
November

A new, six-session course from the Rohr
Jewish Learning Institute called “How Success Thinks: Jewish Secrets for Leading a
Productive Life” will be taught by Rivkah
Slonim at the Chabad Center, 420 Murray
Hill Rd., Vestal, in November. The course
will be offered on Mondays at 7 pm beginning on November 14, and on Wednesdays
at 9:30 am beginning November 16. The
course is accredited for up to 15 continued
education credits for medical and mental
health professionals in selected states.
“‘How Success Thinks’ is designed to
help people get more of what they want
in life, and less of what they don’t,” explained Slonim. “Throughout the course

we explore ways to cultivate people’s
signature strengths, adopt a growth mindset, access inner creativity, deal with
weaknesses, and overcome procrastination and other obstacles that get in the
way of their success.”
At the core of “How Success Thinks” are
six productivity concepts, from motivation
and goal setting to creativity and relationship building, which are meant to explain
“why some people get so much done.”
Drawing on 3,000 years of Jewish wisdom
– as well as some of the latest findings and
case studies from neuroscience, psychology
and behavioral economics – the course will
seek to explore how the most productive

people on earth do not just act differently;
they view the world, and their choices, in
“profoundly different ways.”
“This course offers participants the
chance to explore their own definition of
success and then create a road map to equip
themselves with the tools they’ll need to
make that goal a reality,” said Slonim.
“‘How Success Thinks’ is a unique
offering that links success to sustainable
outcomes for all our stakeholders in the community,” commented Andrew Kakabadse,
professor of governance and leadership at
Henley Business School, Reading, U.K.,
and author of “The Success Formula: How
Smart Leaders Deliver Outstanding Value.”

He added, “This course provides an empowerment of the mind, the heart and the
sharing of experience across community:
the very elements that make up a positive
and flourishing society.”
“How Success Thinks” is accredited
for continuing education for medical and
mental health professionals. Like all JLI
programs, the course is designed to appeal to
people at all levels of knowledge, including
those without any prior experience or background in Jewish learning. All JLI courses
are open to the public and attendees need
not be affiliated with a particular synagogue,
temple or other house of worship.
See “JLI” on page 3

CJS series on “Eat, Drink, and Be Kosher”
History of the Jewish deli
Wine in the Jewish
on Oct. 27
tradition on Nov. 3

The first of the
three programs
in the upcoming
College of Jewish
Studies fall series
“Eat, Drink, and
Be Kosher” will be
held on Thursday,
October 27, at 7:30
pm, at the Jewish
Community Center, 500 Clubhouse
Professor Ted
Rd., Vestal. College
Merwin
of Jewish Studies
lectures are open to the entire community.
General admission costs $8 per event, or
$20 for all three programs. Senior admission
costs $5 per event, or $12 for the series. Students are welcome to attend with no charge.
The guest speaker will be Ted Merwin,
Ph.D., associate professor of Judaic studies and founding director of the Milton B.
Asbell Center For Jewish Life at Dickinson College, Carlisle, PA. His talk will be
“Homeland for the Jewish Soul: The Jewish
Deli in American Life and Lore.”
Merwin will discuss aspects of his book
“Pastrami on Rye,” which traces the rise
and fall of the Jewish deli from its inception
on the Lower East Side of New York to its
heyday during the interwar era, to its rapid
decline in the decades following World
War II. Merwin also explores the recent
surge in popularity the deli has had among
contemporary Jews, who are said to be returning the deli to cult status as they seek to
reclaim their cultural identities. Merwin will
discuss how, even as the deli began to fade
from urban streets, it became “increasingly
iconic” in pop culture, in TV shows and
in films, ranging from the “Samurai Deli”
episode of “Saturday Night Live” to Rob
Reiner’s “When Harry Met Sally.”
Merwin is the author of “In Their
Own Image: New York Jews in Jazz Age
Popular Culture” (Rutgers University
Press, 2006) and “Pastrami on Rye: An

Overstuffed History
of the Jewish Delicatessen” (NYU
Press, 2015), a 2015
National Jewish
Book Award-winner. “Pastrami on
Rye” has been featured in The New
York Times, New
York Post, New York
Daily News, New
“Pastrami on Rye” York Observer, Philadelphia Inquirer,
by Ted Merwin
Chicago Tribune,
The Economist, the Times Literary Supplement, Haaretz, The Jerusalem Post, Times
of Israel, Time Out Tel Aviv, Tablet, the
Forward, New York Jewish Week and on
radio and TV nationwide.
In addition to scholarly articles on American Jewish culture, Merwin has published
articles in The New York Times (Arts and
Leisure), New York Daily News, New York
Post, The Washington Post, International
Herald Tribune, Haaretz, New York Jewish
Week, the Forward, Moment, Hadassah,
and many other publications across the
English-speaking world. He also blogs
on religion for the Huffington Post, and is
considered a veteran journalist, humorist,
collector and sought-after public speaker. He
is said to be one of the foremost authorities
on Jewish culture in the United States.
The College of Jewish Studies was
founded in 1986 as a coalition between the
Judaic Studies Department of Binghamton
University and several local Jewish sponsoring institutions: the Jewish Community
Center, the Jewish Federation of Greater
Binghamton, Beth David Synagogue, Temple Concord and Temple Israel. Its purpose
is “to provide quality adult Jewish education
to the Greater Binghamton area, providing
a variety of programs dealing with Jewish
history, culture, religion and politics.”
See “Deli” on page 5

The second program in the
teacher, lecturer and activist
College of Jewish Studies fall
who travels widely to address
series, “Eat, Drink, and Be Kothe intersection of traditional
sher,” will be held on Thursday,
Jewish observance and conNovember 3, at 7:30 pm, at the
temporary life, with a focus on
Jewish Community Center, 500
Jewish women in Jewish law
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
and life. Slonim is the editor
The guest speaker will be
of “Total Immersion: A Mikvah
Rivkah Slonim, education
Anthology” (Jason Aronson
director at the Chabad Center
1996, Urim 2006) and “Bread
for Jewish Student Life at
and Fire; Jewish Women find
Binghamton University. Her
Rivkah Slonim
God in the Everyday” ( Urim
talk will be “L’Chaim: Wine
2008). Slonim also serves on
Throughout the Ages in the Jewish Tra- the Editorial Board of the Rohr Jewish
dition.” According to organizers of the Learning Institute and is co-author of
program, “Jews are wont to say l’chayim one of JLI’s courses, “Fascinating Facts.”
often and with zest.” Slonim’s presentation
College of Jewish Studies lectures are
will explore the place of wine in Jewish open to the entire community. General
law and lore, and will delve into some of admission costs $8 per event, or $20
the more philosophical, and even mystical, for all three programs. Senior admisteachings concerning the fruit of the vine sion costs $5 per event, or $12 for the
and the powers attributed to it.
series. Students are welcome to attend
A self-described “Chasidic Feminist,” at no charge.
Slonim is an internationally known See “Wine” on page 3

TI to host community open
house on Oct. 30

Temple Israel will hold a community open house on Sunday, October 30, from 1-3 pm.
There will be no charge to attend. The synagogue is located at 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal.
The new building opened in July after the congregation had no building for two and a
half years. For more information, contact the synagogue at 723-7461.
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Opinion

Point/counterpoint
Clinton has temperament, judgment,
experience to be president
By Stuart E. Eizenstat
(JTA) – I support Hillary Clinton for
president because I have seen her work
up close – as first lady, senator from New
York and secretary of state. She has the
temperament, experience and judgment to
be commander-in-chief and our country’s
representative to the world. And I know
she has a deep commitment to the state
of Israel and a special sensitivity to help
Holocaust survivors.
During his first term, President Bill Clinton appointed me his special representative
for Holocaust issues to provide belated justice
for Holocaust victims and their families. With
his and Hillary’s strong support, I helped
recover $8 billion for slave and forced labor,
unpaid insurance policies, Nazi-looted art,
and property restitution and compensation.
As senator from New York and then as
secretary of state, Hillary Clinton continued
her intense efforts for Holocaust victims and
survivors. In my service as special adviser
to the secretary of state on Holocaust issues,
she supported me when we advanced a
number of new initiatives to help survivors.
Having worked across four U.S. admin-

istrations, I’ve seen first-hand that every
president needs a temperament that can
endure great pressure.
Hillary Clinton has it. Donald Trump
does not.
With his dangerous combination of impulsiveness, erratic behavior and emotional
outbursts when he is criticized, Trump
would be a disaster in the Oval Office.
Trump even confuses our allies and foes.
He has expressed admiration for Vladimir
Putin’s leadership style; he is considering
recognizing Russian control of Crimea, which
it brutally invaded; and has suggested Russia
conduct cyber espionage against his political
opponent at a time when the U.S. government
is increasingly concerned that Russian intelligence is seeking to interfere in our election.
Trump has also upset our NATO allies
by putting conditions on our longstanding
obligations to come to their defense if they
are attacked. It is critical to American global leadership and influence that our allies
know they can depend on us to honor our
obligations. This was recognized recently by
50 former senior Republican officials who
See “Clinton” on page 6

At a time of Jewish introspection,
Trump offers hope
By Jason Dov Greenblatt
(JTA) – As my family and I prepared
for the High Holidays, we looked back
with grateful hearts for the brachot, blessings, in our lives. We take time to reflect
on the joys and the challenges, the ups
and downs, that we experienced during
the previous year. To me, a meaningful
observance of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur requires taking stock of life’s
hard-earned victories and heartfelt woes,
its wondrous gifts and unceremonious
misfortunes, its underappreciated blessings and unfulfilled potential.
As Jews, we have the opportunity – indeed, the obligation – to renew ourselves
in mind and soul at this time of year.
Sometimes the hardships we have faced
over the past year or the significant unrest
in today’s world can make the promise of
hope implicit in Rosh Hashanah seem elusive. Yet just as it has throughout Jewish
history, the cry of the shofar summoned
us to spiritual clarity, renewing our faith
in a brighter tomorrow and calling on us
to craft it together.
Ever since I was a child, Unesaneh

Tokef, the piyut that has been a part of the
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services
since the 13th century, frequently runs
through my mind during the month of Elul.
The words of the piyut are awe-inspiring,
yet frightening; intimidating, yet beautiful.
The story behind the piyut, as described
in the machzor that I use, is jarring and
powerful. It takes my breath away, fills
me with emotion and motivates me each
year when I read it.
As I reflect on my own year gone by
and prepare for 5777, three verses from
the Unesaneh Tokef continuously echo
through my mind, more so than in any
other year: “Who will rest and who will
wander? Who will be safe and who will
be torn? Who will be calm and who will
be tormented?”
Since the last blowing of the shofar on
Rosh Hashanah, so many people around
the world have not been at rest because of
the hatred that terrorist organizations seek
to spread. Too many have been forced to
wander the earth as their homelands have
been torn apart. Too many lives have been
See “Trump” on page 8

In My Own Words

Voting Jewishly
The Reporter can’t endorse political candidates due to its nonprofit status. However,
I think it’s important for us to look at the
upcoming election from a Jewish viewpoint.
If you believe that means I’ll be pointing
you toward particular candidates, that’s not
true. The last time we published an article
in The Reporter about Jewish values voters

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR

should consider, I could tell which candidate
the author supported. Unfortunately for the
author, I considered my Jewish values and
voted for the other candidate.
Perhaps the first thing to consider is
whether or not we’re obligated to vote. We
are told in Pirke Avot (known in English
as Ethics of the Fathers or Chapters of the

Letters

Letter to the community
To the Community:
On behalf of the recipients of the “We
Remember You” Holiday Mitzvah Project, I am going to share with you a few
thoughts from those who were recipients
of your generosity.
The first person said, “It is nice that when
the unexpected and the unforeseen leaves us
needing that the Jewish community here in

Correction

Due to a printing error, the ad for P.S.
Restaurant in the September 30 issue of
The Reporter was missing the restaurant’s
address and contact information on the
bottom of the ad. P.S. Restaurant’s address
is 100 Rano Blvd., Vestal, NY 13850. Its
phone number is 770-0056, and its website
can be found at www.psrestaurant.com.
P.S. Restaurant can also be followed on
Facebook and Twitter.

Binghamton is so thoughtful, giving and gracious around the holiday time in donating so
much food for us! We are so thankful! Happy
New Year! And the colorful cards from the
kids are so beautiful, bright and cheerful!”
Each recipient family expressed themselves differently, but all were so grateful
at being remembered. A second recipient
told me, “The gift basket brought back
memories of my parents, who didn’t have
much but believed in their Jewish heritage.
The basket brought me back to my growing
up years with my Mom and Dad.”
So, on behalf of Jewish Family Service,
I say thank you for making the “We Remember You” Holiday Mitzvah Project,
now having completed its 10th year, an
extremely beneficial, generous and caring
program for our Jewish neighbors who need
a little extra support.
Wishing you a happy holiday season,
Roz Antoun
JFS, director
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www.jfgb.org
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Fathers) not to separate ourselves from
the community. To me, that means since
we live in a democracy, we are required to
participate in making communal decisions.
So, I do believe we are religiously obligated
to vote. It doesn’t matter if you don’t like
the candidates or if you are unhappy with
our government or any other objection you
can list. If you are a citizen of the United
States, it’s not only your civic duty, but
your religious duty, to vote. That includes
those of you who will vote for a different
candidate than I would choose. This is
also something we owe our ancestors. For
many centuries, Jews were not allowed to
be citizens of the country in which they
lived or vote in elections, so we should not
take this opportunity for granted. Since we
have been accepted into the American civic
community, we should follow the Jewish
dictum and participate.
Another famous Jewish saying declares,
“If I am not for myself, who will be for
me? But if I am only for myself, who am
I? If not now, when?” While we should
certainly protect our own interests, we
must also be concerned for others in the
community. The prophets tell us that
God wants us to care for the widow and
the orphan – meaning those who have no
one to protect them – and we need do the
same today. However, we need to expand
that definition to include standing up for
all who have less of a voice than we do.
Other areas of voting Jewishly speak
more to specific issues. We are obligated
to see if the candidates we support follow
Jewish values, even if they are not Jewish.
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For example, Jews are told not to live in a
town without a doctor. We don’t depend
on God alone for our health, but use the
wisdom God has made available to us to
find cures for disease. Therefore, we should
make certain that health care is available to
those who need it.
In the biblical creation story, God frequently looks at the world and declares
it is good. Therefore, as those created
in the image of God, we need to care
for our world. That means caring for all
beings who are also created in the image
of God. It also means seeing the physical
world as God’s handwork and treating
it accordingly.
Rather than continuing on a long list
of other issues, I suggest thinking back to
themes of the High Holidays. Look at the
list of sins we recite: Is your candidate guilty
of many of them? If so, then perhaps you
should reconsider if you want that person
to represent our country. Think most of the
candidates fit that list of sins? Well, even
God doesn’t expect people to be perfect. We
still need to choose whom we think is best
for the job – whether we like them or not.
Also remember: the presidential race is
only one among many. Learn about your
congressional candidatess because they
are an important part of the system of
checks and balances that form our national
government. Learn about state and local
races: those candidate also have a direct
effect on our lives. Judaism demands we
participate in our local, state and national
governments. So, don’t separate yourself
from the community: Vote!
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Music in the Kilmer Mansion “Song of Silk” event
to be held on Oct. 29

Music in the Kilmer Mansion at Temple Concord will
present “Song of Silk: A Chinese Concert,” with mezzo-soprano Hong Zhang and pianist Pej Reitz on Saturday,
October 29, at 7:30 pm, in the Kilmer Mansion at Temple
Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. Tickets cost $15.
Children younger than 18 will be free. Tickets are avail-

able by calling Temple Concord at 723-7355 and leaving
a message or by e-mailing templeconcord@stny.rr.com.
Zhang and Reitz will explore through music the traditions
of China, from folk songs by the Han people (the majority
of China), to those by some of the minorities, including
Inner-Mongolian, Korean, Tibetan and Kazakh. Modern

Cornell talk on “Yizkor: Communal
Memory in the Middle Ages”
Corrnell University’s Jewish Studies and Medieval
Studies departments will present “Yizkor: Communal
Memory in the Middle Ages” as part of the “Technologies of Memory” series on Thursday, October 20, at 5:30
pm, in 165 McGraw Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca.
Sylvie-Anne Goldberg, of EHESS-Paris, will be the
speaker. A reception in the Anthropology Lounge on the
second floor will follow.
During the Middle Ages, the Jews of Europe developed
memorial techniques that enabled them to overcome the
loss of their dead: lists of the community’s dead to be re-

cited, especially at major holidays or on the anniversary of
disasters. They also elaborated a commemorative liturgy,
inscribed in rituals that persisted for centuries, through
which they were able to transcend time and history. Goldberg’s lecture will describe these memorial techniques,
developed especially in response to the Crusades, through
several examples drawn from liturgical texts that have been
handed down from the 12th or 13th century to current times.
For more information, e-mail jewishstudies@cornell.
edu, call 255-6275 or visit http://events.cornell.edu/event/
technologies_of_memory_series_sylvie-anne_goldberg.

art songs will also be performed. The artists will briefly
introduce each song.
Zhang is an internationally-acclaimed singer and an
award-winning Chinese language and culture teacher
who is a faculty member at Binghamton University. She
has held lectures, recitals and workshops throughout the
United States and abroad, including topics such as “Chinese
Ethnic Groups and Their Songs” and “Teaching Chinese
through Song.” She has presented and performed at the
United Nations and in more than 100 communities in the
United States, Canada and China.
Reitz, on the faculties of Binghamton University, Ithaca College and SUNY Broome, has performed in Japan,
England, Switzerland, South America, Spain, Austria and
throughout the United States. She was a winner of the Artistic Ambassadors Program by the United States Information
Agency in partnership with the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts. Most recently, she was a guest artist
at the Gilbert and Sullivan Festival in Harrogate, England;
performed at the National Opera Center in New York City;
and was a guest artist in Madrid, Spain.
Those attending the concert have been invited to a
reception following the concert.
The “Song of Silk” event is the first in a series of 201617 concerts.

TC held Rosh Hashanah Tashlich ceremony

Above, below and at right: Temple Concord held a Rosh Hashanah Tashlich ceremony
on October 3 at Confluence Park in downtown Binghamton.

Tot Time at TC

Tot Time, a program for preschool
children and their parents, will be held on
Saturday, October 15, from 9:30-10:30
am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr.,
Binghamton. The focus this month will
be Sukkot.
Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood for children ages 2-5. It is

Wine

Continued from page 1

JLI

c

Continued from page 1
To register for the course, those interested in attending can contact rslonim@chabadofbingamton.com, call
797-0015 or visit www.myjli.com. The course fee will
be $79, which includes the textbook, or $140 for couples
or multiple sign-ups. A late fee will apply for registration
after Monday, November 7.
JLI, the adult education branch of Chabad-Lubavitch,
offers programs in more than 800 locations in the U.S.
and in numerous foreign countries, including Argentina,
Australia, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia,
Denmark, Estonia, France, Finland, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Guatemala, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan,
The Netherlands, Panama, Russia, South Africa, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, Uruguay and Venezuela. More than 400,000 students have
attended JLI classes since the organization was founded
in 1998.

The College of Jewish Studies was founded in 1986
as a coalition between the Judaic Studies Department of
Binghamton University and several local Jewish sponsoring institutions: the Jewish Community Center, the
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, Beth David
Synagogue, Temple Concord and Temple Israel. The
purpose is “to provide quality adult Jewish education to
the Greater Binghamton area, providing a wide array of
programs dealing with Jewish history, culture, religion
and politics.”
Partial funding is also provided by the Jacob and Rose
Olum Foundation, the B’nai Brith Lectureship Fund, the
Victor and Esther Rozen Foundation and an endowment
fund from the former Temple Beth El of Endicott.
For more information on the College of Jewish Studies
and its programs, visit www.bingcjs.org and www.facebook.
com/bingcjs.

Early deadlines
for The Reporter

Due to holiday closings, the deadlines for the following upcoming issues of The Reporter are as follows.
No exceptions will be made.
Issue......................................................... Deadline
Friday, October 28............Wednesday, October 19
Friday, November 4..........Wednesday, October 26

c

The College of Jewish Studies fall 2016 program
“Eat, Drink, and Be Kosher” will feature two additional
events. “Homeland for the Jewish Soul: The Jewish Deli
in American Life and Lore” with Professor Ted Merwin, of
Dickinson College, was to be held on Thursday, October
27. (See related story on page 1.) “The Turbulent History of
Kosher Certification in America: From Price Fixing, Consumer Fraud, and Drive-by Shootings to a Model of Private
Regulation,” with Professor Timothy Lytton, of Georgia
State University, will be held on Thursday, November 10.

Obituaries are accepted
in The Reporter
Regular rates apply.

To place an obituary, call Bonnie
at 607-724-2360 x244
or email bonnie@thereportergroup.org.

c

c

free and open to the public. Reservations
will be appreciated and can be made by
emailing Lauren Fitch at TCTots@gmail.
com. A parent must attend with children.
Children are introduced to Judaism
through a story, snack and a craft each
month. For more information, contact Fitch
at Tctots@gmail.com.

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Proven community leader
for over 20 years.
Working hard for District #14

VOTE

DEBRA HOGAN
Broome County Legislator
November 8th

607-427-4053
ElectDebraHogan@gmail.com

October 14-20, 2016

Page 4 - The Reporter

Off the Shelf

Transforming a city

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

“A fast walker could go outside the walls of Jerusalem
and walk entirely around the city in an hour. I do not know
how else to make one understand how small it is.” – From
“Innocents Abroad” by Mark Twain
When Mark Twain visited Palestine and commented
on Jerusalem in 1867, the area was ruled by the Ottoman
Empire. That changed after World War I, when Palestine
came under the British Mandate. Since then, the sections of
Jerusalem outside the Old City walls have greatly changed.
What Adina Hoffman, who has lived in Jerusalem for 25
years, finds fascinating about these changes are the different
types of architecture. In “Til We Have Built Jerusalem:
Architects of a New City” (Farrar, Straus and Giroux), she
focuses on “three very different men – Erich Mendelsohn,
Austen St. Barbe Harrison and Spyro Houris” – and how
they transformed the city before the declaration of the state
of Israel. Her purpose in writing is to understand their
visions: “What did they see and what did they want to see
when they walked the dusty streets? In twenty-first-century
Jerusalem, they’re barely remembered, and the city or cities
they had in mind are vanishing as well.” Her work serves
as a paean to these men and their dreams.
Hoffman moves backward in time as she begins her
explorations. She first explores the life of Jewish German
Mendelsohn, who is best know for designing Hadassah
Hospital and the Schocken Library. Mendelsohn arrived
in Israel in 1934, after leaving Nazi Germany and living

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Nellen Properties, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of
the Company with the Secretary
of State was August 26, 2016.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of City Centre
Associates, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
08/19/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY
13851-0678. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

2.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is TRIPLE
CITIES NETWORK
SOLUTIONS, LLC.
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is August 31,
2016.

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or her
is: 286 Colesville Road,
Binghamton, NY 13904.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Nathandog, LLC (the
“Company”). The date of filing of
the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was August 30, 2016. The county in
which the principal place of business

in several other countries, including England. During an
early visit to Jerusalem, Mendelsohn found himself less
than inspired by the view from the city. Hoffman quotes
him as writing to his wife: “I have visited all the buildings
on Mount Scopus. A God-given piece of country between
the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean has been violated
by devils’ hands. A wretched, botched piece of fruit of
incompetence and self-complacency.”
Although he sought to make his mark on the country, it
wasn’t easy. To dedicated Zionists, he seemed more interested in creating art than building a Jewish state. According to
Hoffman, Mendelsohn sought to design buildings that were
a fusion of Eastern and Western cultures. Unfortunately, he
was stubborn and hard-headed – fighting bureaucracy and
serving as a harsh task master to those who worked for him.
After it became increasingly difficult to find work in Israel,
Mendelsohn moved to the United States in 1941. Hoffman
notes that he expected to return: “He was still waiting to be
called [by Palestine]. And perhaps not surprisingly, even
after [he and his wife] were gone... the decision to leave
was never made quite final.”
The two remaining architects featured are not Jewish.
Harrison arrived in Palestine in 1921 and, according to
Hoffman, “although he was essentially, even implacably,
British – he counted Jane Austen as an ancestor and himself
as her namesake, took tea, smoked a pipe, and ate porridge
for breakfast till the end of his days – he turned his back

on England and had no desire to return.” Being the official
government architect did not make his life easier; he was not
the first choice of those with large commissions. Harrison
is best known for the Palestine Archeological Museum that
was later absorbed into the Israel Museum and which is
often referred to as “the Rockefeller.” He tried to create a
Mediterranean style – one that would fit its surroundings,
rather than impose a European style he felt didn’t fit the
atmosphere. Harrison left the country in secret 15 years
after his arrival, writing to friends that he’d “escaped,”
although he still didn’t return to England.
The least known architect is Houris, who lived in Jerusalem during the early part of the 20th century. Hoffman
spends the last section of her book searching for him in
the streets of Jerusalem and in many dusty archives. She
knows little about him and, at first, can only guess at his
ethnicity and religious background – although it is clear
he is not Jewish. This is the most personal part of the book
as Hoffman offers commentary about what is occurring in
Israel while she researches to find documents about Houris.
More times than not, she strays greatly from her central
topic. Fortunately, her research leads her to a number of
Jerusalemites, whose lives offer interesting insights into
Palestine’s growing pains. It’s uncertain how many buildings
Houris designed; some still carry his name on a cornerstone
and others with a similar design are attributed to him. His
See “City” on page 11

LEGAL NOTICE
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful
business purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is:
168
Susquehanna
Street
Holdings, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
September 1, 2016. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful
business purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
LIMITED LIABILTY COMPANY
(LLC)
The name of the limited liability
company
is:
AJQ
Sports
Management & Marketing, LLC filed
with the NYS Department of Sate
on: 09/07/2016. The county, within
this state, in which the office of the
limited liability company is to be
located is BROOME. The Secretary
of State is designated as agent of the
limited liability company upon whom
process against it may be served.
The address within or without this
state to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the limited liability company
served upon him or her is:
Anthony J. Quagliata
1208 Vestal Avenue
Binghamton, NY 13903
______________________

company is: 765 POWERS ROAD
CONKLIN, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
September 6, 2016. The County in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served.
The Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against the
Company to c/o Garufi Law P.C., 68
Oak Street, Binghamton, New York
13905. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful
business purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: T & M VENTURES BINGHAMTON,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Certificate of Conversion
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was September 14, 2016.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of
Off Your Rocker, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/02/2016.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, P.O. Box 35, Windsor, NY
13865. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

Notice of Formation of VR Shack,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with NY
Dept. of State on 9/6/16. Office
location: Broome County. Secy. of
State designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served and shall mail process to
the principal business address: 2353
Oswego St, Binghamton, NY 13903.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the limited liability

2.

The name of the limited
liability company (“LLC”) is 159
WASHINGTON LLC.
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is AUGUST
17, 2016.

To place a legal notice,
contact Bonnie at
724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or
her is: 132 WASHINGTON
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY
13901

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Fox Street
Horseheads Associates LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/08/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 83 Ararat Dr.,
Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Instant
Coupons, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/08/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY
13851-0678. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Progressive
Property Development Group LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/15/07. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 236 Death Valley Rd., Johnson
City, NY 13790, also the address
of the registered agent David M.
McPeak upon whom process may be
served. Current address for service:
4245 Murphy Rd., Binghamton, NY
13903, also the current address
of the registered agent David M.
McPeak upon whom process may
be served. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Aspire
Financial Group, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/19/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 231 Main St.,
Ste. 3, Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:

CoreLife of Northway, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G.
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton,
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CORE of Fritz Farm, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 10 Lawton
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 36-40 Farr
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 169 Crary LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
CAPITAL MBG, LLC
Articles of Organization were filed
with the NY State Dept. of State,
Division of Corporations and State
Records on September 22, 2016.
Office and principal business location:
53 Chenango Street, 7th Floor, City
of Binghamton, Broome County, New
York. Secy. of State designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served and shall
mail process to: 53 Chenango Street,
7th Floor, Binghamton, NY 13901,
principal business address of the
LLC, Purpose: any lawful activity.
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Harlem’s new Jewish renaissance

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Living in the
Jewish mecca of Manhattan’s Upper West
Side, Rabbi Laurie Phillips was loath to
uproot her family when her rent shot up
two years ago. But in looking for housing
around the city, Phillips was drawn to
Harlem’s diverse culture – not to mention
its spacious apartments.
Phillips, 48, now lives with her husband,
stepson and dog in a brownstone building
with a backyard near Marcus Garvey Park,
in the heart of this city’s historically African-American quarter. “We started looking
further uptown and downtown, and loved
the neighborhood in Harlem,” Phillips told
JTA. “We’re excited about being in a diverse
place, a place that had more texture and
energy. For the same amount [of money],
we have more space.”
Phillips is one of a growing number of
Jews moving to a neighborhood that a century ago boasted one of the largest Jewish
communities in New York – perhaps even
the world. Attracted by the location, the relatively affordable apartments and the diverse
population, the new Jewish Harlemites are
among a wave of recent arrivals that have
transformed the neighborhood since the turn
of the millennium. According to an analysis
by The New York Times, by 2008 Harlem’s
African-American population made up only
40 percent of the neighborhood.
According to “The Jews of Harlem,” a
soon-to-be-published book by Jeffrey Gurock, central Harlem’s Jewish population
increased ninefold between 1990 and 2011
– from 300 to 2,700. As of 2011, Gurock
wrote, Jews made up about 20 percent of
central Harlem’s approximately 13,000
Caucasian residents. The new Harlemites
have launched a handful of Jewish initiatives, from independent prayer groups to an
Israeli café. The neighborhood also boasts a
Chabad Center, which was founded nearly a
decade ago, and a Hebrew-language charter
school that opened in 2013.
“The return of Jews to Harlem is part
of the gentrification of the city, in the same
sense that young Jews have moved to new
neighborhoods all over the city,” said Gurock, a professor of Jewish history at Yeshiva
University. “You walk 125th Street in the
evening, you have all these cafés, bars and
restaurants. Harlem is a little behind [in terms
of gentrification], but growing immensely.”
Earlier in October, with the opening of
JCC Harlem, an extension of the Upper West
Side’s JCC Manhattan, Harlem’s Jewish
footprint grew larger. The 6,000-square-foot
facility – with a large atrium, classrooms
and a small lofted area – aims to serve as a
gathering space for a number of local organizations, both Jewish and non-Jewish, as well
as promote Jewish life in the neighborhood.
“There are Jews here, and they probably
want to experience Jewish holidays and meet
other people and take Jewish values for a
walk,” said Rabbi Joy Levitt, JCC Manhattan’s executive director. “The fact that this
place doesn’t have synagogues and much
infrastructure isn’t an indication that the
folks who live here don’t want Jewish life.”
According to Gurock, Harlem’s prior
Jewish community included well-to-do
Jews living in relatively large homes, as well

as poorer families who were squeezed out
of the Lower East Side. But after World War
I, many Jews moved to newly constructed
neighborhoods across the city, while many
African-Americans, barred by racist policies, stayed in Harlem. At its peak in 1917,
Harlem’s Jewish community numbered
175,000 – a figure that plummeted over
the next 60 years.
Today, some Harlem Jews depict their
community as a growing hodgepodge of
young families with varying beliefs and
affiliations. Steven I. Weiss, whose family
lived in the Manhattan Jewish neighborhoods
of Washington Heights and the Lower East
Side before moving to Harlem in 2013, says
the local Jewish community’s makeup is as if
“you randomly chose Jewish families from
the rest of New York and placed them here.
“The lines get blurred,” he said. “It’s to
a degree what you see in smaller towns,
where people just get along with each other
because they can’t choose their friends based
on having a complete overlap of ideological
and religious and cultural viewpoints.”
Weiss is a member of the Harlem Minyan,
an independent egalitarian prayer group that
meets for monthly Friday night services,
as well as holidays and the occasional
Saturday morning. And that’s not the only
game in town: Phillips founded Beineinu,
a group that facilitates informal Jewish experiences throughout New York. Lab/Shul,
which describes itself as an “experimental
community for sacred Jewish gatherings,”
has held services in Harlem and recently
hosted a pre-Rosh Hashanah service at
JCC Harlem.
“I think people that move to Harlem
are seeking something a little bit different
than Brooklyn and Manhattan,” said Naomi
Less, Lab/Shul’s associate director. “Every
neighborhood has its own flavor... and so
what we found with Harlem is that people
are willing to show up and be part of [it]
and roll up their sleeves.”
JCC Harlem plans to collaborate and
provide space for local Jewish groups, but
doesn’t want to take space from Harlem’s
African-American community. To that end,
JCC’s staff has embarked on a listening
tour of sorts to hear how the center can
work with its black neighbors, and plans to
encourage Jewish volunteers to work with
community groups.
One store owner who hopes to benefit
from the JCC is Alvin Lee Smalls, an African-American man who has been baking
cinnamon-nut rugelach since the 1960s
and owns a small shop down the street
from the JCC advertising “rugelach by a
brother.” Smalls hopes the JCC will bring
more customers, but worries that continued
gentrification will push longtime black residents out of Harlem. “What can we do?” he
said. “It’s bad for all the people that were
living around here that can’t afford the rent
here, but for business it’s good.”
Smalls says gentrification hasn’t created
strife between Harlem’s blacks and Jews.
Another Harlem restaurateur, Sivan Baron, says if anything, she feels interracial
relations are improving. Baron, an Israeli,
is the proprietor of Silvana, an Israeli café
near the JCC, and also owns a local French
restaurant as well as a music venue.

JCC Harlem held a launch dinner on August 17. The 6,000-square-foot space will host
Jewish and local community programs. (Photo by Angelica Ciccone)

Silvana, an Israeli café and live music venue in Harlem, is run by an Israeli who has
lived in the Manhattan neighborhood for more than a decade. (Photo by Ben Sales)
Sitting in her bright café surrounded by
the artisanal goods – like shoulder bags or
scarves – she sells from around the world,
Baron says she encountered some hostility
when she first moved to Harlem. But now,
many locals are used to the neighborhood’s
changing demographics. “I got all kinds
of remarks – ‘Go back to where you came
from,’” she recalled. “Today we’re open to
everyone, and I have a lot of black American
neighbors, and they come here to Silvana.”
But though her businesses are success-

Deli

Continued from page 1
Partial funding is also provided by
the Jacob and Rose Olum Foundation,
the B’nai Brith Lectureship Fund, the
Victor and Esther Rozen Foundation
and an endowment fund from the former
Temple Beth El of Endicott.
For more information on the College
of Jewish Studies and its programs, visit
www.bingcjs.org and www.facebook.com/
bingcjs.

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

ful, Baron herself will soon be leaving the
neighborhood. With prices rising, she and her
husband are moving to a house in the Bronx.

Music prayer website

The website Nava Tehila offers
a “Musical Prayer Archive” at
www.navatehila.org/35897/Musical%2DPrayer%2DArchive. According
to the website, “you can listen and download
home-made and professional recordings
of our songs, watch clips, and download
notes and chords.” In the future, the site
hopes “to upload articles and tips about
musical prayers, as well as explanations
and examples of leading prayers with ‘intentions’ – facilitation with words woven
around a topic or a direction (what we call
a journey) as a way to create meaningful
and relevant prayer for different audiences.”
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Clinton

said Trump lacks the “character, values and experience” to
be president, and “would put at risk our country’s national
security and well-being.”
This election is not about partisanship, it’s about our
values as a nation. Hillary Clinton believes that at a time
of great challenge at home and abroad, our diversity is a
great source of our country’s strength. That’s why she says
we’re “stronger together.”
Trump, on the other hand, seeks to inflame one group against
another. Given our own history, American Jews have a special
concern with this approach – especially when it comes to his
plans to round up and expel more than 10 million immigrants
and their children. And in a chilling echo of the immigration
barriers that Jewish refugees found when they sought safety
from Hitler’s clutches in World War II, Trump said he wants
to bar all refugees who are Muslim from our shores.
One of the greatest contrasts between Trump and Clinton
is over Israel and U.S.-Israel relations. The United States
is Israel’s only real ally, and having the right person in the
Oval Office is crucial to Israel’s security.

Trump has made no effort to study and learn from the
peace process, and has only the most fleeting relationship
with Israeli leadership. He has even said that he was “a
neutral guy” when it came to the conflict between Israel and
the Palestinians. At one point, Trump even suggested that
Israel should repay the U.S. for the military aid it provided.
Meanwhile, Hillary Clinton has always been among
Israel’s strongest supporters. In the wake of the continued
knife attacks on innocent Israelis, she publicly demanded
that the Palestinian leadership stop inciting their people to
violence, publicly condemn terrorism and end the pernicious
practice of paying rewards to the families of terrorists.
She has strong relationships with leaders like Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, with whom she played a
major role in negotiating the 2012 Gaza cease-fire, and
supported vital U.S. assistance to Israel’s Iron Dome
anti-missile system. Clinton has set out a concrete plan
to take the U.S.-Israel relationship to “the next level.”
And she called for the expeditious completion of a new
10-year defense memorandum of understanding to ensure

Celebrations with DeRue

Danel Bridal Salon

Specialty:
Location:

Disc jockey entertainment services
317 Marion St.
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
DeRue O’Loughlin
Phone:
607-343-6269
E-mail:
DeRue@celebrationswithderue.com
Website:
www.celebrationswithderue.com
Hours:
By appointment
Celebrations with DeRue provides disc jockey entertainment services throughout upstate New York, Tioga County,
Broome County and Pennsylvania areas.
The Celebration Nation is a very creative disc jockey entertainment option. “We are passionate about providing services
that create an excellent event for you and your guests,” says
DeRue. “We help you organize, entertain and have other addable
enhancing services. Ask about our other services, or check out
our website and Facebook page. We will listen to, work with
and take care of our clients’ wants or needs! This business
has a genuine and caring approach that delivers results. We
are professional, fun and customer friendly – that’s the Celebrations with DeRue way for more than 20 years. We are also
a wedding, corporate events and all events DJ service! Come
join the DeRue Crew now and enjoy your special occasion!”
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Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
• Weight Management
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional Supplements!

2x3

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associatess
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
my.womensobgyn.info

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and
Karen Castoro FNP

Specialty:

Wedding wear, tuxedos, DJ services,
wedding officiant services
Location:
16 Washington Ave.
Endicott, NY 13760
Owners:
Rose and Mike Pinco
Phone:
607-754-0023
E-mail:
DanelBridal@aol.com
Website:
www.DanelBridal.com
Hours:
Sun.-Mon. closed for pvt. appts.;
Tues.-Wed. 12-6 pm; Thurs. 12-7:30
pm; Fri. 12-5 pm; Sat. 10 am-4 pm
Danel Bridal Salon has been in existence since 1959 and
is quickly becoming a leader in bridal wear not only serving
the Binghamton area, but the Binghamton region and beyond.
All Occasion Music Inc., Danel Bridal Salon, and New
York Prom and Formal Wear core products and services
serving the Binghamton region include bridal gowns, bridal
jewelry, bridal veils and accessories, bridal shoes, mother
LLC
dresses/gowns, bridesmaid dresses/gowns, flower girl
TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM
dresses/gowns, wedding gown preservation, tuxedo rentals,
WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM
wedding officiant services, wedding and event planning, DJ/
•
Complete
Residential
& Commercial
Interior
Design and
MC services, special effects
club lighting,
up lighting
• Custom designs
for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…
monogrammed
lighting.
Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation
All •Occasion
Music Inc. has “A Long Wedding History
From small rooms, to entire buildings ~
with a New
Beginning”
and continues to grow in the BingI will help you create your dream home or oﬃce!
hamton area to serve the community with the highest level
of quality customerTERRY
service! LUDWIG

TL INTERIORS,

607.761.0601

Did you know?
(NAPS) – Companies can save time, money and trouble by
moving IT infrastructure to the cloud. For more on how technology can help your business, go to www.microsoft.com/business.

TL INTERIORS, LLC

• Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design
• Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…
• Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation
From small rooms, to entire buildings ~
I will help you create your dream home or oﬃce!

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601
TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM
WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

Family-Type Homes for Adults
Assisted Living Alternative

The Homesteads

INFO: www.theHomesteadsllc.com
Apalachin, N.Y. • 607-625-3658
New York State certified and County regulated.

We are small, lovely homes, (not facilities) where the managers of the homes
live in the homes with NO MORE THAN six other adults. We provide homelike
surroundings, aid with personal care, room and board, supervision, medicine
management, 24-hour help available plus trained caregivers and operators
who have years of experience, first aid training, in home training, and CPR.

Our homes provide attentive care with loving hearts.
We have beds available! Welcome!
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bonnie@thereportergroup.org
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Continued from page 2
that Israel maintains its qualitative defensive advantage;
the memorandum was signed in September.
Her plan includes a pledge to work shoulder to shoulder
with Israel to combat the rising terrorist threat in the region.
Clinton has called for tougher sanctions on Iran for its support
of terrorist groups like Hezbollah and Hamas, to curb its
ballistic missile development, and to cut the flow of Iranian
funds and arms to Israel’s enemies. She has pledged to take
swift action, including militarily if necessary, if Iran attempts
to obtain a nuclear weapon. And Hillary will do everything
in her power to combat the growing Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions effort to marginalize Israel.
Israel will have no better friend in the Oval Office than
Hillary Clinton and I enthusiastically support her.
During the Clinton administration, Stuart E. Eizenstat
was the U.S. ambassador to the European Union, undersecretary of commerce and of state, deputy secretary of
the treasury and special representative of the president on
Holocaust issues. During the Carter administration, he was
the president’s White House chief domestic policy adviser.

Ernest H. Parsons Funeral
Home
Specialty:
Location:

Funeral
71 Main St.
Binghamton, NY 13905
Name:
Joseph Fritsch
Phone:
607-724-1336
Fax:
607-724-1337
E-mail:
parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
Website:
www.parsonsfuneral.com
Hours:
24/7/365
The Ernest H. Parsons Funeral Home, located at 71
Main St., Binghamton, has been a landmark since 1928
and is located in the J. Stewart Wells Mansion, built by
renowned architect Isaac Perry, who completed construction in 1867.
Ernest H. Parsons owned and operated the funeral home
from 1928 until his death in 1976. Charles Mills purchased
the funeral home after Ernest’s death and continued the
tradition until his retirement in 2012. The current owners
– J. Fritsch, R. Fynboe, S. Pitkorchemny and K. Vakiener
– strive to uphold the original motto of the founder: “Let
Us Serve You with Understanding.” Parsons Funeral Home
offers distinctive service with respectful attentiveness to the
ceremonial rites and the utmost consideration of families’
desires to accord a last tribute of affection and esteem to
their departed loved ones.

Estate Solutions of the
Southern Tier
Specialty:

Estate sales, move management and
downsizing
Name:
Megan Clark
Phone:
607-738-2574
E-mail:
beckme75@gmail.com
Hours:
By appointment
Estate Solutions is an independent, family-owned business specializing in estate sales, move management, senior
relocation, clean-outs, downsizing and other customizable
services to suit your needs.
A planned or unexpected move, or even the death of
a parent, can be emotional and overwhelming. Estate
Solutions can ease the stress by offering services that are
solution-based and designed to help families navigate home
transitions due to relocation, divorce, death or moving
aging parents.
No matter the scope of your project, Estate Solutions
can streamline the process and minimize stress. For more
information, call Estate Solutions of the Southern Tier at
607-738-2574 for a free quote.
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How exiled Spanish and Portuguese Jews are
returning home to Israel
By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman
JNS.org
Sonya Loya never felt Catholic; it was Judaism she was
drawn to. In the 1990s, the New Mexico-native, while in
her late 30s, discovered her family’s hidden secret. “I found
out my ancestors were Jews forced to convert during the
Spanish Inquisition,” she said.
Loya traced her family line to a rabbinic dynasty in Spain
dating back to 1430. Since then, she has delved into the
Jewish religion. At her first Shabbat dinner, she witnessed
the woman of the house lighting Shabbat candles, which
sparked something inside her. “That was what my grandma

used to do,” Loya said. “The dreams I had had begun to
finally make sense.”
When she shared her discovery with her parents and
asked for their blessing to convert back to Judaism, not
only were they supportive, but her father said he’d known
since he was 6 that he was Jewish.
“His uncle… came back from liberating the [Nazi] camps
and told his mother and brothers it was still not safe to be
a Jew,” Loya said. “They swore my father to secrecy at
that time, he held onto that secret for 64 years.”
Today, Loya runs travel tours to Israel for Bnei Anusim (a
term for the descendants of forced Sephardi Jewish converts

to Christianity) from the Spanish and Portuguese Jewish
communities. “There is such a longing to reconnect to my
people Israel and to the land of my forefathers,” she said.
Around the world, there are an estimated 100 million
to 150 million Bnei Anusim, according to Ashley Perry,
president of Reconectar (Spanish and Portuguese for
“reconnect”) and director general of the relatively new
Israeli Knesset Caucus for the Reconnection with the
Descendants of Spanish and Portuguese Communities. He
was advisor to Israel’s Minister of Foreign Affairs from
April 2009-January 2015.
See “Home” on page 9

Garufi Law P.C.

Kelly Services, Inc.

Photo Images

Specialty:
Location:

Legal services
68 Oak St.
Binghamton, NY 13905
Owner:
Carman M. Garufi
Phone:
607-722-5000
Fax:
607-722-5626
Hours:
Mon.-Fri., 8 am-5 pm
Garufi Law P.C. is a growing firm on Binghamton’s West
Side, celebrating 25 years in business. Carman M. Garufi
started the practice in March 1991 with an emphasis on
Matrimonial/Family Law. Since 2007, he has been selected
one of the Best Lawyers® in America for Family Law. The
last three years, Garufi has also been honored as a New
York Super Lawyer®. He is a past President of the Broome
County Bar Association.
Sandra J. Garufy is of counsel, with experience in both
Family Law and Criminal matters, assisting with Wills and
Estates. Alena E. Van Tull joined the firm in August 2010.
Van Tull handles Family Law/Matrimonial matters, as well
as Criminal matters, Elder Law and Real Estate. Harini
Ganesh joined the firm in October 2015, bringing expertise
in Business and Intellectual Property. Ganesh also handles
Family Law matters.

Hopler & Eschbach Funeral
Home
Specialty:
Location:

Funeral services, burials and cremation
483 Chenango St.
Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:
Kurt M. Eschbach
Phone:
607-722-4023
E-mail:
hoplereschbachfh@aol.com
Website:
www.hefuneralhome.com
Hours:
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Offering a professional and affordable alternative to
other funeral homes, the Hopler & Eschbach Funeral
Home, located at 483 Chenango St., Binghamton, provides
respectful and knowledgeable service to those families
experiencing the loss of a loved one. The newly renovated facility seats more than 125 people and provides
off street parking for 65 cars. Staff also provide services
at temple or graveside.
“We are mindful of the challenging economic climate
and work hard to provide our services at the lowest
possible cost,” says funeral home owner Kurt Eschbach.
“Compare our prices with other area funeral homes and
you will find our prices are 10-30 percent lower. We hope
you will make Hopler & Eschbach Funeral Home your
new family tradition.”

Sharon Witte
NY State Certified and
insured personal care aide
Caring for you
and
Your home,
in your home

607-727-4534

Specialty:

Providing quality temporary and
permanent workforce solutions
Location:
3701 Vestal Parkway, Suite 6B
Olums/Campus Plaza
Vestal, NY 13850
Business Manager: David Palmer
Sr. Recruiter:
Jennifer Willis
Staffing Supervisor: Lynn Parker
Phone:
607-729-1253
Fax:
607-729-5916
E-mail:
4316@kellyservices.com
Website:
kellyservices.com
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm
In Greater Binghamton, Northern Pennsylvania and Tioga
County, Kelly Services continues to meet the staffing needs of
area businesses as it has been doing for more than 50 years.
Through its recruiting and training of individuals seeking
employment, Kelly provides employees skilled in areas
ranging from office and administrative to sales and customer service. Kelly also partners with manufacturing and
warehouse industries, as well as engineering, IT and legal.
Direct hire recruiting and payroll servicing is available in
all areas to save local companies time as well as overhead.
Once Kelly determines its customer’s evolving staffing
needs, Kelly assists in determining both the hard and soft
skills, and performs the testing required for each position.
This ensures only the most qualified employees are placed
on assignment. Kelly regularly conducts quality checks to
make sure employees are meeting customer needs.

Specialty:
Location:

Photography
1124 Frost Rd.
Endicott, NY 13760
Name:
Ann Ozark
Phone:
607-754-8397
E-mail:
aozark@stny.rr.com
Website:
www.PhotoImagesByAnnOzark.com
Hours:
By appointment
Ann Ozark is passionate about photography. She has
enjoyed photographing people, places and events for businesses and families in the Greater Binghamton area for
more than 25 years. Whether you need a portrait for social
media/advertising purposes, or your company needs event
coverage, Ann has the expertise to get the job done. She has
worked with interior decorators and realtors to showcase
homes and buildings. If your family is celebrating a special occasion, she can capture the fun and candid moments
for lasting memories. Do you have a family member with
mobility issues? She does on-location portrait sessions.
Visit www.photoimagesbyannnozark.com for more
information and to see the photo gallery.

Liz & Paul Gabel

Specialty:
Walter filtration units
Location:
Binghamton, NY
Name:
Liz and Paul Gabel
Phone:
607-589-7323
E-mail:
thriveonkangenwater@gmail.com
Hours:
By appointment
Is your tap water or bottled water as healthy and safe as
you would like? Probably not.
Do you have illnesses or lack energy? The “Kangen Electrolyzed Reduced Waters” unit filters out harmful chemicals
and impurities. Through electrolysis, the water is packed with
antioxidant, alkaline pH and super-hydration properties. The
water will detoxify and flush your body of toxins and acidic
wastes, while the antioxidants will fight against cellular damage and aging. Better hydration at a cellular level supports
total health. These waters help the body heal itself!
You will have seven pH levels of water for different uses.
You can clean your inner body, your home and your food!
Dependable and affordable, the units have been produced
in Japan for more than 40 years and used in 172 countries.
Schedule your demonstration today!

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home
“A new family tradition”
Personal Service
Professionalism
Experience You Can Trust
COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton
607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Upscale
Consignment Shop

2231 Vestal Parkway West,
Vestal, NY 13850
Check out Facebook
for weekly inventory updates!!
Hours
Mon 12-6 • Tues-Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5

SERVICES
IS NOW HIRING:

• Manufacturing
Happy Chanukah
Endicott - Conklin - Owego

from

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

• Customer Service
Binghamton - Conklin

• Welders • Painters“A
• Powder
Coaterstradition”
new family
Binghamton

Personal Service

• Property Maintenance Professionalism
Endicott
Experience You Can Trust
All jobs $10+
p/h
COMPARE
OUR PRICES

E-mail Resume
to:4316@kellyservices.com
We charge
far less than other area funeral hom
Call: 607-729-1253, refer a friend.
Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
Visit our website at kellyservices.com to apply online.

483 Chenango Street Binghamton
607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Kelly Services, Inc. is a Fortune 500 company headquartered in Troy, Mich.,
providing employment to more than 700,000 employees annually, with skills
including office services, accounting, engineering, information technology,
law, science, marketing, light industrial, education, health care and home
care. Kelly Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Never a Fee.

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
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Trump

tormented by violence abroad and on our very own shores. year. Ever since Donald Trump asked me to serve as
Though it is painful for us to recall these events, co-chairman of his Israel Advisory Committee, I have
we must not forget the horrors that we have seen, lest been a witness to the deep passion and unity among
we become immune to atrocities. We have seen jihadis Jews of all kinds, who together with so many non-Jews
storm a Parisian music hall taking the lives of concert care deeply about the safety and security of Israel. I
goers. We have seen a Palestinian attacker murder a have seen and heard of people who are able to ignore
13-year-old Israeli girl, Hallel Yaffe Ariel, while she the hatred and violence that surround them and focus
slept inside her home. We have seen the murder of an on our shared humanity.
Additionally, I have met many remarkable Americans
84-year-old priest, Father Jacques Hamel, while he was
leading church services in Normandy. We have seen who possess a deep passion for our country. The stories
coordinated bombings across resort cities in Thailand. I have heard over the course of Mr. Trump’s campaign
We have seen a shooting spree in a crowded mall have reinforced my gratitude for the abundant blessings of
in Munich. We have seen the slaughter of people in an American liberty. We should never forget how fortunate we
Orlando nightclub. We have seen the bombing of an are to live in the United States – a country of great freedom,
airport in Istanbul. We have seen Palestinian terrorists tolerance and respect for all its people. How blessed we
gun down a rabbi and father of 10, Michael “Miki” are to be able to live and raise our children in a country
Mark, while he was driving with family members along where we are free to live as Jews, practice our religion to
a highway. Terrorists have stabbed and fired at inno- its fullest and contribute to the betterment of the broader
cent civilians, shot missiles at and bombed cities and society at large, hand in hand with all of the great citizens
towns, and mowed down people in vehicular attacks of this blessed country.
Yet in our own country, too, we can dream bigger. We
in many places around the world, resulting in so many
www.CelebrationsWithDeRue.com
can,
during this time of introspection, hope, pray and work
innocent lives lost and forever impacting the lives of
607-343-6269
toward a brighter tomorrow. We can build a future where
their loved ones.
With I have all Americans are offered the tools and opportunities to
But in spite of all this unrest and torment,
also seen so much that gives me hope over the past succeed in life. We can resolve in ourselves to elect a

Celebrations

Continued from page 2
president who refuses to accept the status quo, a president
who dreams big and has the talent and skills to make those
dreams a reality. A president who agrees that the security
of our nation and the security of Israel are matters of the
utmost importance.
As the High Holidays period draws to a close, stirring
hearts and minds toward meaningful, positive change, so,
too, does a presidential election offering Jews and nonJews alike the chance to shape the future of our nation in a
manner consistent with our highest values and aspirations.
Democracy, not unlike Judaism, places the responsibility
for improving the world squarely on the individual. We do
so through the concrete actions we take, lending substance
to those ideals.
May Hashem bless all of us with a year of good health,
happiness, peace and tranquility. May this be the year where
mankind merits the fulfillment of the prophesy “Nation
shall not lift sword against another nation, nor shall they
learn war anymore.”
Jason Greenblatt is an executive vice president and chief
legal officer of The Trump Organization, co-chairman of
Republican presidential nominee Donald J. Trump’s Israel
Advisory Committee, and co-founder of the popular parenting and family website www.inspireconversation.com.
Follow him @JasonDovEsq.

• Interactive DJ Entertainment • Lighting & Video Options
• Weddings & Special Events
• High Quality Equipment
• Karaoke • All Types of Parties • High Standard of Service

ReFabulous Furnishings
Specialty:
Location:

Consignment furniture
2231 Vestal Parkway West
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Julie Monaco
Phone:
607-239-4960
E-mail:
refabulousfurnishings@gmail.com
Website:
www.refabfurnishings.com
Facebook:
ReFabulous Furnishings
Hours:
Mon. www.CelebrationsWithDeRue.com
10 am-6 pm, Tues -Thurs. 10
607-343-6269
am-7 pm, Fri,-Sat,
10 am-6 pm, Sun.
12-4 pm With
ReFabulous Furnishings is a full service consignment
furniture store offering upscale consignment furniture and
accessories including lamps, wall art and unique accent
pieces. ReFabulous Furnishings sells anything that has
anything to do with home décor, and have a wide variety
of items for any style. The store also takes older more worn
pieces and ReFab them, so there are usually several newly
Interactive
DJ Entertainment
painted •and
refinished pieces
in stock as well.
If you
are interested&inSpecial
selling your
items, ReFabulous
• Weddings
Events
Furnishings’ mission is to create a win/win situation between
• Karaoke • All Types of Parties
the cosigner and buyer by focusing on getting as much
• Lighting
& Video
Options
money in
the consignor’s
account
as possible, while at the
same time
making
sure all their
furniture is sold by the end
• High
Quality
Equipment
of the 90
can review
consignment terms on
• days.
HighYou
Standard
of the
Service
the store’s website, www.refabfurnishings.com.

Celebrations

Celebrations

Sharon Witte
Specialty:

New York State Certified Personal
Care Aide
Location:
2206 Witherill St.
Endicott, NY 13760
Name:
Sharon Witte
Phone:
607-727-4534
E-mail:
SWitte1020@aol.com
Hours:
Care provided 24/7
Several years ago, Sharon Witte trained to become a
hospice volunteer care giver. “I found the position to be
very satisfying and felt good about what I was doing for
the hospice patients,” says Sharon. “I decided to seek
work as an aide in the health care field.” In December
2014, she began training as a New York State Certified
Personal Care Aide. After completing her training and
testing, Sharon started her own business.
“My goal is to help people stay in their homes as
long as possible by providing care and assistance to the
individual in their own home. I am self-employed and
private pay, so I have few restrictions as to the services
I am able to perform on your behalf.”
Sharon can put together a team of care givers
for those requiring continual care. References upon
request.

www.CelebrationsWithDeRue.com

With

607-343-6269

•
•
•
•
•
•

Interactive DJ Entertainment
Weddings & Special Events
Karaoke • All Types of Parties
Lighting & Video Options
High Quality Equipment
High Standard of Service

The Homesteads, LLC
Specialty:
Location:

Assisted living alternative
6 Main St.
Apalachin, NY 13732
Names:
Connie Barton, Lynette VanDriesen
and Michelle Bell
Phone:
607-625-3658
E-mail:
thehomesteadsllc@aol.com
Website:
www.thehomesteadsllc.com
Hours:
27/7
The Homesteads are owned and operated by a family
of professional women. Connie Barton and daughters
Lynette VanDriesen and Michelle Bell have worked together for 25 years to provide loving, quality long-term
care for their clients in an assisted living alternative. The
Homesteads are small homes in which no more than six
clients reside with a well-trained family of caregivers.
Not only are the clients in a home environment, but the
ratio of caregivers to clients is one caregiver to four
clients – unheard of in large facilities. Individual care
includes activities, transportation, medicine management,
special outings, personal care aid, room, board (home
cooked meals and special diets are provided), supervision and 24-hour aid with personal needs. Staff work
closely with each client’s physicians and have additional
professionals come into the homes to provide PT, OT,
podiatry and hair styling.

Change Your Water … Change Your Life

Kangen Electrolyzed Reduced Waters
Purified, Alkaline pH and Antioxidant
Help the body detoxify, hydrate quickly and heal itself!

Hear live calls on Tuesdays at 8:30 PM:
Call (218) 844-1930, use pin 6313419#

Paul or Liz Gabel (607) 589-7323
ThriveOnKangenWater@gmail.com
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The Spanish Jewish community was regarded as one of
the strongest and most powerful until Catholic monarchs King
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella ushered in the Spanish Inquisition,
which lasted for centuries, forcing conversion to Christianity,
along with persecution and expulsion. Some 200,000 people
were forcibly converted between 1491 into the 16th century.
For today’s descendants of Jews forced to convert,
the group Reconectar provides them with personalized
tools to explore, learn and connect with Judaism, the
Jewish community and Israel. It also helps communities
and organizations with this process. An individual fills
out a questionnaire on the group’s website, including an
explanation of why they would like to connect. Then the
group responds by linking them with the right resources.
Since the site’s recent launch, 300,000 people have visited
Reconectar, of which 14 percent said they self-identify
as Jewish. Another 30 percent said they’re aware of their
ancestry and want to know more.
“There are those who want to formally convert and
become a part of the Jewish community, and others who
are just exploring, and everything in between,” explained
Perry, who lives in Israel and is simultaneously bringing
together politicians, diplomats, academics and heads of
Jewish organizations to embrace the cause.
Perry is dedicated to this cause as “It is a moral, ethical
and even halachic (Jewish law) imperative,” noting that
many rabbinical figures, who ruled on the Jewish status of
people forced to convert, determined they were still Jewish.
He said reconnecting Bnei Anusim with Judaism could
have many benefits for today’s Jewish community, which
faces challenges that include antisemitism, the Boycott
Divestment and Sanctions movement, diplomatic disputes,
shrinking affiliation and assimilation. “We are taking a

The Reporter
Specialty:
Location:

Advertising
500 Clubhouse Rd.
Vestal, NY 13850
Name:
Bonnie Rozen
Phone:
607-724-2360, ext. 244
Fax:
607-724-2311
E-mail:
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
Website:
www.thereportergroup.org
Hours:
Mon.-Thurs., 10:30 am-5 pm, Fri.
10:30 am-4 pm
With 50 years’ experience in sales, and celebrating 21
years at The Reporter this October, Bonnie truly enjoys
working with people to get the word out about their businesses, and helping them to create the look they want for
their print ads. “Satisfaction guaranteed” is her mantra.
“I feel a great sense of responsibility to my clients and
to our community,” says Bonnie.
Bonnie is the current president and the past treasurer of
Success Network, a business association in the Twin Tiers
of New York since 1998.
Call her today to discuss options for advertising in The
Reporter, and in its sister papers: The New Jewish Voice in
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, CT; The Reporter in
Scranton, PA; and Jewish Observer in Syracuse, NY.

TL Interiors
Specialty:

Custom design, personal and
professional service
Owner/Interior Designer/Event Planner: Terry Ludwig
Location:
PO Box 863
Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:
607-761-0601
Fax:
607-785-2872
E-mail:
TLInteriorsLLC@stny.rr.com
Website:
www.TLInteriors.com
Hours:
By appointment
“I love creating environments that inspire my clients,”
says Terry Ludwig, owner of TL Interiors. “Understanding
their individual desires and aspirations, and creating the
ideal space or individual piece to help manifest and sustain
their dreams and objectives is my motivation.”
Terry has been serving residential and commercial interior
design needs for 30 years. She provides comprehensive design and project supervision for homes and businesses. She
provides floor plans, designs and elevations for construction
and fabrication requirements, reflected ceiling plans, specifications and procurement of materials, fixtures, appliances
and accessories needed to complete your project. She also
creates beautiful custom window treatments.
In addition to design, Terry is also an inspirational speaker
and columnist, and volunteers her design expertise to create
healing environments for A Room to Heal and Make a Wish
Foundation.

www.thereportergroup.org
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Continued from page 7
with Jewish books, as he grapples with his Jewish roots.
Many thought the Ethiopian aliyah would be the last
major influx of lost Jews into Israel, Loya said. But she
believes the return of Jews from the Sephardic exile will
be much larger, with Bnei Anusim moving to Israel from
Cuba, Portugal, Spain, Morocco, India, South America,
the Canary Islands and the Southwest United States. “Our
Spanish Jewish community has been lost and raped of its
identity and the beauty of what Judaism is,” Loya said.
“My goal is to get them home.”

Sonya Loya (right) leads Bnei Anusim on a tour of the
ancient Sephardic community of Safed. (Photo courtesy
of Sonya Loya)
top-down approach and a bottom-up approach through
the people,” he added.
Until 2008, Jay Sanchez was living in what he calls
“blissful ignorance,” until he discovered that he’s likely a
descendant of Spanish and Portuguese Jews on his mother’s
side. Sanchez embarked on a standard ancestral search
when he learned his mother’s maiden name, Dorta, was
associated with a small number of families spread predominantly throughout the Canary Islands. “I found references
to more and more Dortas, and each and every one of them
was referred to as either a Jew or a New Christian, until
the 1700s, by which time the Dortas seem to have assimilated,” he said. Today, Sanchez’s bookshelves are packed

Jews in the Caribbean

The Jewish Museum of Florida-FIU in Miami Beach will hold the exhibit “Jewish Treasures of the Caribbean: Documenting the Oldest Jewish Sites of the Western Hemisphere”
until December 11. The exhibit features photographs by
Wyatt Gallery that document the oldest Jewish synagogues
and cemeteries in the Western Hemisphere. The photos
show Jewish sites in Aruba, Barbados, Curacao, Jamaica,
Nevis, St. Croix, St. Thomas, St. Eustatius and Suriname.
The areas were once home to thousands of Sephardic Jews
from Spain, Portugal, Holland and other countries.
For more information, visit www.jewishmuseum.com
or contact the museum at info@jewishmuseum.com or
305-672-5044.

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
Specialty:
Location:

Women’s healthcare
401 Main St., 1st Floor
Johnson City, NY 13790
Names:
Dr. Carol Miller, Dr. Marianne
(Shantillo) Davis, Karen Castoro FNP
and Melodye Onysko ANP, CNM
Phone:
607-754-9870
Fax:
607-785-9862
Website:
my.womensobgyn.info
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WomensOBGYN/
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. by appointment
Women’s OB/GYN Associates serves patients with
individual attention and caring excellence. The team of
providers offers care in the following areas: routine gynecologic exams, obstetrical care, menopause, incontinence,
osteoporosis, contraception, advanced body composition,
the area’s only Optifast weight loss program and more.
Dr. Marianne (Shantillo) Davis has a special interest in
adolescent health care and working with patients experiencing infertility. Karen Castoro shares her enthusiasm for
healthy living and wellness to encourage those in her care.
Melodye Onysko shares her expertise in holistic health
care and weight management support. Dr. Carol Miller is
committed to promoting women’s health through a healthy
diet and lifestyle.
To learn more about these women’s healthcare providers,
to book your Advanced Body Composition and Optifast
consultation, or to contact the office of Women’s OB/GYN
Associates, visit my.womensobgyn.info and “Like” their
page on Facebook.

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME
Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE
Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336
Fax 800-948-5844
parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
H A N D IC A P P E D A C C E S S IB LE

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Estate Solutions

of the Southern Tier

Helping people simplify life!
Let us reduce the stress
with your Relocation or Liquidation!

(607)738-2574
Estate Liquidations • Senior Moving Assistance • Downsizing
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Holding leaders to a higher standard

Haazinu, Deuteronomy 32:1-52
In our parasha, Haazinu, God says to Moses, “Ascend
these heights of Abarim to Mount Nebo... You shall die
on the mountain that you are about to ascend, and shall
be gathered to your kin, as your brother Aaron died on
Mount Hor and was gathered to his kin; for you both
broke faith with Me among the Israelite people, at the
waters of Meribath-kadesh in the wilderness of Zin, that

RABBI MOLLY KARP, TEMPLE BETH EL, ONEONTA
you did not sanctify Me among the Israelite people. You
may view the land from a distance, but you shall not enter it – the land that I am giving to the Israelite people.”
(Deuteronomy 32:49-52)
In what way did Moses break faith with God? If we look
at the story in the book of Numbers, we discover, “The
Israelites arrived in a body at the wilderness of Zin on the

first new moon... The community was without water... The
Presence of the Lord appeared to them, and the Lord spoke
to Moses, saying, “You and your brother Aaron take the rod
and assemble the community, and before their very eyes
order the rock to yield its water. Thus you shall produce
water for them from the rock and provide drink for the
See “Leaders” on page 11

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9 am-1
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, October 14................................................. 6:05 pm
Shabbat, October 15.................................................. 9 am
......................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:50 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., October 16................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Tues., October 17-18......................................... 9 am
Wed.-Fri., October 19-21....................................... 6:50 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Mon., October 16-17..................................... 6:05 pm
Tues., October 18....................................................... 6 pm
Wed., October 19.................................................. 6:30 pm
Thurs., October 20..................................................... 6 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015
Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs:This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services: Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm
except in December, January and February. Call for dates
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

On Sunday, October 16, erev Sukkot, the sukkah
building at TVO will be held at 10 am.
On Sunday, October 23, a Simchat Torah celebration
at the religious school will be held from 11:15 am-12 pm.

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when
religious school is in session.

On Friday, October 14, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jason Flatt.
On Saturday, October 15, at 9 am, there will be religious
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 9:30 am,
there will be Tot Time. At 10 am, there will be a youth
group program with Jason Flatt. At 10:35 am, there will be
a family Shabbat service.
On Sunday, October 16, at 5 pm, there will be sukkah
decoration, followed at 5:30 pm by a “Pizza in the Hut”
sukkot seder.
On Monday, October 17, at 10:30 am, there will be
morning Sukkot services and a potluck lunch in the sukkah.
On Friday, October 21, at 7 pm, there will be a wine and
cheese reception in the sukkah. At 8 pm, there will be Shabbat Sukkot services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell
and Jason Flatt.
On Saturday, October 22, at 9 am, there will be religious
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 10:35 am,
there will be a family Shabbat service with Rabbi Barbara
Goldman-Wartell and Jason Flatt.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural,
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY;
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Friday, October 14, light candles........................ 6:04 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, October 15..................... 7:03 pm
Sunday, October 16, light candles....................... 6:01 pm
Monday, October 17, light candles after.................. 7 pm
Tuesday, October 18, yom tov ends.................... 6:58 pm
Friday, October 21, light candles........................ 5:53 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, October 22..................... 6:52 pm
Sunday, October 23, light candles....................... 5:51 pm
Monday, October 24, light candles after............. 6:50 pm
Tuesday, October 25, yom tov ends.................... 6:48 pm

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Friday, October 14, at 1 pm, there will be a Sisterhood meeting.
On Saturday, October 15, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert,
Art Siegel and Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Maxine
Rosenberg. The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 32:152. The haftarah will be II Samuel 22:1-51.
The temple office will be closed on Mondays, October
17 and 24; and on Tuesdays, October 18 and 25.
On Friday, October 21, at 7 pm, Shabbat on the Road
will be held at Vestal Park Nursing Home.
On Saturday, October 22, in the afternoon, there will
be the bat mitzvahs of Hannah and Emma Goldberg.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons,
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school)
classes will meet at times designated by their respective
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Sunday, October 16, at 10 am, a weekly class on
“Building Blocks of Judaism” with Rabbi Scott Glass
will begin, as will a weekly class with Cantor Richard
Rosenfield on “Chanting the Tanach”; at 11 am, Rosenfield will begin teaching a weekly class on “Continuing
Hebrew.” Erev Sukkot services will be held at 6:15 pm.
On Monday, October 17, Sukkot first day services
will be held at 10 am; and Mincha and eve of second
day services will be held at 7 pm.
On Tuesday, October 18, Sukkot second day services
will be held at 10 am; and Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat
will be held at 6:15 pm. A kiddush in the sukkah will
follow all Sukkot services.
On Thursday, October 20, at noon, a weekly Lunch ‘n
Learn class on “Sefer Ha’agada – The Book of Legends”
with Rabbi Scott Glass will begin.
On Sunday, October 23, erev Shemini Atzeret services
will be held at 7 pm.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.

On Sunday, October 16, from 11 am-1 pm, Sukkot
will be celebrated at the upper Treman State Park pavilion in Ithaca.
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Sukkot shortcuts for a spectacular holiday meal
By Shannon Sarna
(JTA) – By the time Sukkot arrives, we are three weeks
into nonstop Jewish holiday mode. Some people might
be a little tired of cooking – and I don’t blame them one
bit. Sukkot, though, is probably my favorite holiday of
the season to cook for. I love sitting outdoors in the brisk
autumn air enjoying harvest-inspired dishes with friends
and family.
Even so, I understand how slaving away in the kitchen
can get tiresome – especially when there are so many dishes
to wash. That’s when it’s time to employ cooking shortcuts. Tricks like store-bought puff pastry, frozen veggies
and one-pot dishes will save you time on Sukkot without
sacrificing a stitch of flavor.
Spiced Squash and Lamb Bourekas
Yield: 10-12 servings
Bourekas are an easy appetizer to throw together using
store-bought puff pastry. If you don’t like ground lamb,
substitute ground beef. You can also make a vegetarian
version by using tofu or feta cheese with the squash.
2 sheets store-bought puff pastry, left to thaw at room
temperature for around 30 minutes
½ lb. ground lamb (or ground beef)
2 cups cooked pureed or mashed butternut squash (can
also use sweet potato or frozen butternut squash)
1 Tbsp. olive oil
1 small onion
½ tsp. ground cumin
½ tsp. ground coriander
¼ tsp. cinnamon
Pinch red pepper flakes
¼ tsp. salt
1 egg beaten for glaze
Sesame seeds, nigella seeds or poppy seeds (optional)
Heat olive oil in a saute pan over medium heat. Saute
onion until translucent. Add spices to pan and cook until
toasted, around 1 minute. Add ground lamb and cook
until no longer pink, breaking up into small pieces with a
wooden spoon as you cook. Remove from heat and allow
to cool slightly.
Combine butternut squash and lamb mixture in a medium bowl.
Preheat oven to 375°F.
Roll out each sheet of puff pastry. Cut each sheet

into 9 even squares. Using a rolling pin, roll out each
square slightly.
Scoop 1 heaping tablespoon of the lamb/squash mixture
into the corner of each square. Fold puff pastry over filling,
forming a triangle.
Using the tines of a fork, crimp the edges.
Repeat with second sheet of puff pastry.
Brush each boureka with beaten egg. Top with sesame
seeds, nigella seeds or poppy seeds, if desired.
Bake 18-22 minutes, until golden on top.
One Pot Chicken and Rice with Sweet Potatoes
Yield: 4-6 servings
This one-pot wonder can be made one to two days
ahead of time and reheated for guests. If you don’t like
sweet potato, you can substitute carrots, butternut squash
or even pumpkin. For more spice, add spicy paprika or
red pepper flakes. Because the chicken and veggies are
all cooked in the same pot, the rice is super flavorful and
will feed a crowd.
6-8 chicken thighs, skin left on
1 Tbsp. paprika
1 tsp. dried oregano
1 tsp. dried thyme
¼ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. pepper
1-2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 sweet potato, peeled and diced
1 large onion
2 celery ribs, diced
3 garlic cloves, minced
3 cups white or brown rice
2½ cups vegetable or chicken stock
2 cups water
8-10 oz. mixed frozen vegetables
Combine paprika, oregano, thyme, salt and pepper.
Rub spice mixture onto the skin and underside of each
chicken thigh.
Heat olive oil over medium high heat in a large pot or
Dutch oven. Sear chicken, skin side down, for 5 minutes,
until chicken has browned slightly. Remove chicken
from pan.
Add another tablespoon of olive oil. Saute sweet potato
2 minutes, stirring continuously. Add onion and celery and
cook another 5 minutes, stirring and scraping brown bits

off bottom of pan. Add garlic and cook another 2 minutes.
Add rice to pan and stir with veggies and oil to coat. Add
stock and water and bring to a boil. Add ¼ teaspoon salt.
Place chicken back into pan. Cover pot and reduce heat
to low. Cook 25 minutes, then add frozen veggies to pot.
Cook another 5-7 minutes, until rice is cooked and all
liquid has evaporated. Fluff rice and serve.
Apples and Pear Streusel Crumble
Yield: 6-8 servings
This crumble is delicious all year, but it’s especially
tasty when apples and pears are in season. By adding dried
cherries, you get a pop of color and bright tartness. The
addictive crumble topping is perfect whether you make it
pareve or dairy.
For the fruit:
4 medium apples, peeled and diced
3 pears, peeled and diced
1
/3 cup dried cherries (can also substitute dried cranberries or raisins)
2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
¼ cup sugar
1 Tbsp. flour
1 tsp. cinnamon
Pinch salt
For the streusel:
¼ cup sugar
1/3 cup brown sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
¼ tsp. nutmeg
¼ tsp. salt
½ tsp. vanilla
½ cup (1 stick) margarine or unsalted butter, melted
11/3 cups all-purpose unbleached flour
Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease an 8-by-8-inch square pan.
Place apples and pears in a large bowl. Add cherries,
lemon juice, sugar and flour. Mix well and set aside.
In another medium bowl, combine the white sugar,
brown sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg, salt and vanilla. Stir in
the melted butter and then flour. Mix until resembles coarse
crumbs that stick together slightly.
Pour fruit mixture into prepared pan. Crumble streusel
topping all over the fruit in an even layer.
Bake 45-50 minutes, until topping is golden brown. Can
be made 1 or 2 days ahead of time. Serve warm if desired.

people who do nothing in return for it,” a source within the
Department for International Development told The Sun.
British Jewish leaders praised the decision to withhold the
payments, saying they have long suspected the Palestinians
of misusing the funds. “We have long been deeply concerned
by the Department for International Development’s assertion
that British tax money categorically does not fund terrorism
and incitement,” Richard Verber, senior vice president of
the Board of Deputies of British Jews, said in a statement.

dreds in the Caribbean. The Jewish Federations of North
America started a nationwide emergency relief campaign
to support thousands left homeless. Chabad-Lubavitch
emissaries in communities in North Carolina and Florida
prepared disaster plans as soon as evacuations were ordered
on Oct. 6 and Oct. 7 ahead of the storm. Over the Oct. 9
weekend, Chabad volunteers provided Shabbat meals to
local residents, makeshift shelters for students, and offered
use of a Chabad House generator for those who needed
power for medical equipment. The American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee is helping hundreds of hurricane
victims in Haiti by providing hygiene kits, water purification
tablets and dispatched its veteran disaster relief experts
and emergency field medics to help with emergency care.
“As the death toll in Haiti continues to rise, our efforts
to aid the hardest-hit communities are vital as needs like
shelter, food, water, medicine and medical services have
dramatically increased,” said Mandie Winston, director
of JDC’s International Development Program “Our response is especially crucial as concerns about the public
health situation and fear of diseases like cholera continue
to further underline the need for rapid care of the most
vulnerable victims.”

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

U.K. suspends $31M in aid to
Palestinians over terror payments

The United Kingdom is freezing aid payments to the
Palestinian Authority amid claims the funds are ending
up in the hands of terrorists or their families. The U.K.’s
International Development Secretary Priti Patel has ordered
the freeze of $31 million – one-third of the total given to
the Palestinian Authority – pending an investigation into
how the funds are being used, The Sun reported. Earlier
this year, many British lawmakers demanded action after
reports revealed the U.K. aid had been going to families of
suicide bombers or teenagers attacking Israelis. “We are not
stopping for the Palestinian Authority overall, just delaying
it to a date when we know our money won’t be going to

Leaders

Jewish groups mobilize to help
victims of Hurricane Matthew

Jewish organizations across the United States have been
working over the Oct. 9 weekend to dispatch relief aid
to victims of Hurricane Matthew, which has left at least
17 people dead in the southeastern U.S. and killed hunContinued from page 10

congregation and their beasts.” Moses took the rod from
before the Lord, as He had commanded him... Moses and
Aaron assembled the congregation in front of the rock; and
he said to them, ‘Listen, you rebels, shall we get water for
you out of this rock?’And Moses raised his hand and struck
the rock twice with his rod. Out came copious water, and
the community and their beasts drank. But the Lord said
to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did not trust in Me to
sanctify Me in the sight of the Israelite people, therefore
you shall not lead this congregation into the land that I
have given them.’” (Numbers 20:1-12)
Before the entire community of Israel, God gives instructions to Moses, which he fails to obey to the letter.
Although he is told to speak to the rock, his temper gets
the better of him, and he strikes the rock. Further, with the
words “shall we get water for you?” Moses takes credit
for God’s work.
Twice, both here and at the end of Deuteronomy, God
explicitly tells Moses that it is his failure to honor God
before the people that earns him the very severe punishment
of not leading the people of Israel across the Jordan and
into the land. By failing to demonstrate obedience to God
before the entire community, Moses, as the leader, sets a
bad example for the Israelites, whose faith is already shaky
to begin with. Why is this so bad? We look to the book
of Leviticus for further understanding. After the death of
Aaron’s sons Nadav and Avihu, during the dedication of
the Holy space, indeed, during the exact moment when
the priests, Aaron and his sons, were conducting this most
solemn ritual, we read: “Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and
Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it, and laid incense

on it; and they offered before the Lord alien fire, which He
had not enjoined upon them. And fire came forth from the
Lord and consumed them; thus they died at the instance
of the Lord.” (Leviticus 10:1-2)
In the very moment when they should have followed
God’s instructions to the letter, we learn that they do
something “that God had not commanded.” In perhaps
the least helpful comment one could make to a bereaved
father, Moses explains why God’s reaction to Nadav and
Avihu’s act was so severe: “Then Moses said to Aaron,
‘This is what the Lord meant when He said ‘Through those
near to Me I am sanctified, and gain glory before all the
people.’’ And Aaron was silent.” (Leviticus 10:3)
It is precisely because Aaron and his sons are among
the leaders of the people, and thus, the ones closest to
God, that they must obey God’s instructions precisely. It
is the faithfulness of the leadership that sanctifies God in
the presence of the people.
We hold our leaders to a higher standard. This is why when
religious leaders or politicians do not act with impeccable
ethics, we judge than more harshly than we would judge
ourselves for the same behavior. We consider them to be
exemplars of propriety and expect that they will, by virtue of
their leadership positions, behave better than the average man
or woman. We expect that our leaders will not act impulsively,
not speak from a place of unjustified anger and not exempt
themselves from the rules that apply to the rest of us.
Our world would be a better place if our politicians
and religious leaders held themselves to a high standard
of behavior. Imagine if we held ourselves to those same
high standards as well.

City

Continued from page 4

buildings featured “abstractly floral and richly paneled ceramics,” a style “considered by natives and tourists alike to
represent the quintessence of Jerusalem.” Although Hoffman
does learn some details about his life, she never gains an
insight into his thoughts as she did with Mendelsohn and
Harrison, who left written records of their lives.
“Til We Have Built Jerusalem” is an unusual hybrid:
it’s part journalistic, part scholarly and part personal.
Fortunately, the three worked together well. I enjoyed
the sections about Harrison and Houris more than that of
Mendelsohn. Harrison seemed a far more an interesting
and sympathetic character. In her section on Houris, my
pleasure was less about the author’s search for the man and
more about the wider history she offers. Unfortunately, it’s
impossible in a short review to fully present the differences in the architects’ styles. Hoffman’s work does contain
black-and-white photos of some of their major works and
elaborate descriptions of others. My one complaint is that
there are no captions or a photo list. While it’s easy to
identify some of the photos, that’s not true of all of them.
The book makes for leisurely reading because there is no
great action or tension. That suits its subject, though, and
readers can delight in Harrison’s prose and her look at the
many layers that make up the city of Jerusalem.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
to have the United Nations Security Council, in an official resolution, lay down guidelines
for a peace agreement covering such issues as Israel’s security, the future of Jerusalem, the
fate of Palestinian refugees and borders for both states,” the paper said.

From JTA

U.N. Security Council urged to discuss settlements as
“obstacle to peace”
Holocaust survivor slams Syria analogies
Five countries requested that the United Nations Security Council discuss Israeli settlements in a move that may lead to a session on the subject in mid-October. Initiated by
the Palestinians, the meeting was formally requested by Malaysia, Venezuela, Senegal,
Egypt and Angola in a plea titled “The settlements as the obstacle to peace and a two-state
solution,” the Times of Israel reported on Oct. 7. The news site reported the request may be
the opening shot of a renewed Palestinian initiative to pass a resolution condemning Israel
for the issue. “The existence and expansion of the settlements on Palestinians lands which
were occupied in 1967 endanger a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the twostate solution,” according to a position paper distributed to participants that was obtained
by the Israeli news site Ynet on Oct. 7. The paper castigates Israel and the Israeli security
forces for “overlooking violent acts of the settlers against Palestinians and not giving them
the protection to which they are entitled under international law.” Israel’s U.N. ambassador,
Danny Danon, criticized the Palestinians for the initiative, accusing them of “using the
international community to harm the state of Israel instead of stopping incitement and sitting
at the negotiation table.” News of the initiative came amid a week of diplomatic tussling
between Israel and the United States over the settlements issue following Israeli approval
recently of construction of housing units in the West Bank for the residents of the Amona
outpost ahead of their court-ordered evacuation. The plan calls for two phases of construction, with another 200 units to be approved after a first round of 98 homes is completed.
In the past, the United States has vetoed the passing of resolutions condemning Israel at
the Security Council. The State Department said the week of Oct. 7 that Israel’s “recent
decision to advance a plan that would create a significant new settlement deep in the West
Bank.” Invoking the name of Israel’s former president who died on Sept. 28, spokesman
Mark Toner added: “[I]t is disheartening that while Israel and the world mourned the passing
of President Shimon Peres, and leaders from the U.S. and other nations prepared to honor
one of the great champions of peace, plans were advanced that would seriously undermine
the prospects for the two-state solution that he so passionately supported.” On Oct. 6, a
New York Times editorial called on the Security Council to set the parameters for a peace
deal between Israel and the Palestinians. “The best idea under discussion now would be

A Israeli Holocaust survivor from Poland who lived through World War II as a refugee
in Russia spoke out what he called “demagogues who falsely compare persecuted Jews
to migrants from Syria.” Natan Rom, 87, who is among the best-known survivors of the
group of refugees known as the Tehran Children, spoke out against recent analogies in international media during an interview ahead of the Russia premiere of a 2007 documentary
film about the group’s trials. “The Muslim migrants arriving to Europe are for the most
part not refugees but job seekers who belong to what is de facto an invasion,” Rom, nee
Norbert Kurtzman, told JTA after the Russia premiere of the film “The Children of Tehran”
in the city of Kazan during its Limmud FSU conference of Jewish learning. “The attempts
to pass off the new arrivals, people who left and in many cases participated in a murderous
civil war, as refugees and then to liken their experiences to what Holocaust survivors had
to endure is false,” Rom, who survived the Holocaust with his sister, said in September.
The rebuke by Rom, a supporter of the left-wing Meretz party and one of the founders of
Kibbutz Afikim, followed the publication in August of an op-ed in The New York Times
titled “Anne Frank Today is a Syrian Girl,” in which the journalist and two-time Pulitzer
Prize winner Nicholas Kristof argued that the reasons for the opposition to absorbing Jewish
Holocaust refugees in the United States “were the same as they are for rejecting Syrians or
Hondurans today.” While some European Jews have repeated the analogy, others have been
careful to avoid it amid the arrival to Europe of 1.5 million immigrants since 2015 from the
war-torn Middle East and Africa. While many of those arriving file for refugee status, critics
of EU immigration policies have argued for stricter screening against job seekers, citing
the heavy presence among the newcomers of work-age men. The Tehran Children trekked
a tormented 8,000 miles to Israel through Siberia, Uzbekistan, Tehran, India, Egypt and
finally prestate Israel. Rom and his sister, Ziva, were given up for adoption in the Uzbeki
city of Samarkand by their parents, Karol and Ethel, who were starving and opted to part
with their two older children in the hope of saving their baby brother, Uzi. Karol died of
starvation and disease in Samarkand. Natan and Ziva eventually were reunited with their
mother and baby brother. The arrival of the Tehran Children to Israel in 1943 is widely
considered the first encounter between the yishuv, prestate Israel’s Jewish population, and
any large group of refugees from the Holocaust.

U.N. chooses ex-PM of Portugal as new leader
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The choice for next secretary-general of the United Nations said he wants to be an “honest
broker” and a “bridge builder.” Antonio Guterres, a former prime minister of Portgual, was
approved unanimously by the Security Council on Oct. 6 after several straw polls in recent
days. The General Assembly, made up of 193 nations, is expected to approve the choice
in its vote the week of Oct. 10. Until December, Guterres served 10 years as the U.N. high
commissioner for refugees. He said the experience prepared him for his new post. Guterres,
67, told the Associated Press before the closed door Security Council vote that he wants
to be “an honest broker, a bridge builder and someone who tries to create conditions for
consensus.” He said a new “diplomacy for peace” using discreet diplomatic contacts and
shuttling among key players in conflicts is needed. “I think we are living in a world where
we see a multiplication of new conflicts, and you see an enormous difficulty in solving the
conflicts,” Guterres told AP. “There is a clear lack of capacity in the international community
to prevent and to solve conflicts.” Israel’s U.N. envoy welcomed the choice of Guterres, who
would succeed Ban Ki-moon of South Korea. “The state of Israel hopes, and expects, that
the U.N. under his leadership will act in the spirit of its founding principles as a fair body
able to differentiate between good and evil and will end its obsession with Israel,” Danny
Danon said in a statement. “I hope that this change in leadership will bring an end to the
organization’s hostility towards the Jewish state.” Guterres, a socialist who served as prime
minister from 1995-2002, would begin his five-year term on Jan. 1. He would be the first
former head of government to lead the United Nations, the French news agency AFP reported.

New FIFA president: Solution to row over West Bank
soccer clubs “a priority”

The new president of FIFA, the governing body of international soccer, said he would
make finding a resolution to the conflict over West Bank Israeli soccer teams “a priority.”
Gianni Infantino was elected to serve a three-year term as head of FIFA in February. “This
is one of my priorities and our priorities,” Infantino told the French news agency AFP in an
exclusive interview. “I have not yet gone into the area simply because the situation is such
that at the moment the conditions are not there yet, but we’re working on it.” Six Israeli
teams play their home matches in West Bank settlements. The international NGO Human
Rights Watch in late September called on FIFA to quit sponsoring matches held by the Israel
Football Association on West Bank pitches. Human Rights Watch said it had conducted an
investigation of the Israel Football Association, a FIFA member, and found that the group
holds games in West Bank settlements “on land unlawfully taken from Palestinians.” Also,
the Palestinian Football Association has accused its Israeli counterpart of violating FIFA
rules by holding games without permission on the territory of another member group. A
FIFA committee was set to submit recommendations on the issue by Oct. 13, when FIFA
was to hold its Executive Committee meeting and was expected to discuss the issue.

Women may immerse in mikvah without attendant under
new Israeli regulation
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The Religious Services Ministry in Israel has officially adopted a regulation that
makes it optional for women to have an attendant present during mikvah immersion.
The ministry and Israel’s Chief Rabbinate agreed to the change in June in a filing with
the country’s Supreme Court in response to a suit filed last year by Itim, a group that
supports Israelis in encounters with the country’s religious bureaucracy. Some women
have complained of mistreatment by mikvah attendants or a screening that is too rigorous.
Victims of sexual abuse also have asked not to be observed during immersion. According
to the new regulation, the Chief Rabbinate’s position is that “the immersion of a woman
requires the presence of a mikvah attendant,” but also says that “the privacy of women
immersing must be respected [and] responsibility for a valid immersion lies with those
immersing themselves,” The Jerusalem Post reported. Under the new regulation, if a
woman asks to immerse without the presence of an attendant, she should be allowed to
do so “while being warned, with appropriate sensitivity, that responsibility for the validity of the immersion lies with the woman immersing.” Religious authorities believe
the supervision of an attendant at a mikvah, or ritual bath, is necessary to ensure that the
woman’s immersion is done according to halachah, or Orthodox Jewish law, including
ensuring that every part of the woman, including all her hair, is under the water at the
same time. In July 2015, Itim filed the petition on behalf of 13 women calling on the Supreme Court to instruct the Ministry of Religious Affairs to require all religious councils
to maintain “a procedure aimed to protect the personal privacy of all mikvah bathers,”
as well as to instruct all religious councils to enable bathing without the presence of the
female mikvah attendant in cases where the women demand it.

