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Temple Israel to
welcome visiting rabbi
Temple Israel has engaged
rabbinical student Geoffrey M.
Brown to serve as interim rabbi
beginning the weekend of Friday,
November 4, through May.
Brown is in his last year at
the Academy for Jewish Religion in New York City and will
receive smicha (ordination) in
the spring. He will serve the
Temple Israel congregation two
weekends each month.

Interim Rabbi
Geoffrey Brown

Before coming to Binghamton, Brown served as the visiting
rabbi for several years at a congregation in York, PA.
Prior to studying for the
rabbinate, he served as campus
Hillel director at a variety of
colleges. He has been involved
as a campaign associate with a
Jewish Federation in the South.
Brown also has had experience
as a successful grant writer.

JCC fund-raising gala
on Nov. 12

The Jewish Community Center will hold
its annual fund-raising gala on Saturday,
November 12, at 7 pm. The event will
include a light dinner, drinks, a one-hour
show, dancing and dessert.
This year’s event will include excerpts
from the musical “I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change,” with book and lyrics by
Joe DiPietro, music by Jimmy Roberts, and
starring Jan and Shannon DeAngelo, Annie
Graham and Josh Sedelmeyer. Before the
show, mentalist Robb Riddel will perform

as a “mind reader, clairvoyant and empath.”
Tickets to attend cost $65 per person
and those interested in attending are encouraged to make reservations in advance
by calling the JCC at 724-2417. Attire will
be cocktail casual.
The entire production of “I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now Change” will be performed on Sunday, November 13, at 3 pm,
in the JCC auditorium. Anyone purchasing
gala tickets will receive a discount on the
Sunday show tickets.

Chabad to hold Mega Challah Bake on Nov. 10
Chabad will once again hold a Mega
Challah Bake, in which hundreds of
students and community members will
join in mixing, kneading and shaping
challahs on Thursday, November 10, at 7
pm, in the Mandela Room at Binghamton
University. Participants will keep one

challah, and one will be given away to
those who “would appreciate the gift,”
according to organizers of the program.
This year, the Mega Challah Bake is
said to take on “additional resonance”
as it will be held to coincide with the
worldwide Shabbos Project, which aims

to boost Shabbat observance amongst
Jews around the world. Hundreds of
communities will hold challah bakes
on November 10 to begin the weekend.
The fee will be $5 for community
members with reservations made in advance, or $7 at the door. The cost will

be $3 for students with reservations or
$5 at the door. Each participant will
receive a designed apron as well as two
challahs. Reservations can be made at
www.JewishBU.com/MegaBake.
“The Mega Challah Bakes, held in citSee “Challah” on page 5

Bar Kocva Israeli Art Expo provides opportunity to
support economy in Israel
Israeli-born Moshe Bar Kocva is no
stranger to Binghamton. He has been
sharing his jewelry and the work of other
Israeli artists with the Binghamton community for more than 15 years. Packing
and shipping thousands of pieces of art
throughout the U.S. each year, Bar Kocva
leaves his family to travel to America
where he earns a living for himself and 45

other artists from Israel that he represents.
Scheduled for Sunday-Tuesday, November 20-22, from 10 am-8 pm, and
Wednesday, November 23, from 10 am-2
pm, the Bar Kocva Israeli Art Expo will take
place at the Jewish Community Center, 500
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
“We are extremely excited that Bar Kocva
will be returning to Binghamton,” said Sheryl

Brumer, JCC executive director. “The jewelry and art he brings is incredible, but more
importantly, it’s a wonderful opportunity to
support these incredibly talented artists from
Israel. Bar Kocva is a wonderful, delightful
man. Meeting and talking with him is half
the experience, and knowing that he actually
looks forward to coming here because he
feels at home in our community is a great

feeling. In addition, the fact that 82 percent
of the sales go directly to him and the other
Israeli artists he represents, rather than a
middleman or a dealer, makes your purchase
that much sweeter.”
“A graduate of Israel’s Bezalel School
of Art in Jerusalem, Bar Kocva’s creations
are one-of-a-kind designs that range from
See “Art” on page 4

History of kosher certification final CJS program
The final program in the College of Jewish Studies fall series “Eat, Drink, and Be
Kosher” will be held on Thursday, November 10, at 7:30 pm, at the Jewish Community
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
The guest speaker will be Timothy Lytton, distinguished university professor and
professor of law, Georgia State University,
College of Law. His talk will be “The
Turbulent History of Kosher Certification
in America: From Price Fixing, Consumer
Fraud, and Drive-by Shootings to a Model
of Private Regulation.” Lytton will discuss
aspects of his book, “Kosher: Private Reg-

ulation in the Age of Industrial
Food” (Harvard University Press
2013), and will speak on the history of kosher food certification
and implications for a model of
food safety.
When interviewed by the
Forward about his book and
how his interest in health and
safety regulations got him
interested in kosher certification, Lytton said, “As a koTimothy Lytton
sher-observant Orthodox Jew,
I realized that kosher certification offers a century,

2,000-year-old example of private food certification. My initial
suspicion was that kosher certification was full of price gouging
and unnecessary, super-stringent
standards. As I began to get into
my research, however, I found
that, although fraud and corruption were rampant a century
ago in kosher meat production,
today’s kosher system is highly
reliable. My book tells the story
of how, within the span of a
kosher certification became the

one of the most reliable systems of private
certification in the food industry, indeed,
perhaps in any industry.”
Lytton received his B.A. and J.D. from
Yale University. Prior to joining the faculty
of Georgia State University College of Law,
he taught previously for 15 years at Albany
Law School, where he was the Albert and
Angela Farone Distinguished Professor of
Law. He has been a fellow in the Harvard
Program on Ethics and the Professions, as
well as the Hartman Institute for Advanced
Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. He has worked
See “Kosher” on page 3

“School Photos in Holocaust Europe” talk at Cornell
The Jewish Studies Program and Department of Comparative Literature at Cornell
University have announced the next event
in the “Technologies of Memory” series.
“School Photos in Holocaust Europe:
Archives of Possibility” will be held on
Thursday, November 10, at 5:30 pm, in
Klarman Hall KG70. It will feature Professors Marianne Hirsch and Leo Spitzer.
Photographs of school classes appear
very early in the history of photography. This
talk will examine the ideological use, as well

as the historical, memorial and aesthetic
dimensions of class
photographs as a
vernacular genre. It
will look specifically at the images taken in sanctioned and
clandestine ghetto
schools during the
Holocaust. These
unknown “archives

Marianne Hirsch

Leo Spitzer

of possibility” are
considered evidentiary records both
of “the refusal to
submit and the hope
of survival.”
Hirsch is William Peterfield Trent
Professor of English
and Comparative
Literature at Columbia University

and professor in the Institute for Research
on Women, Gender, and Sexuality. She is
former president of the Modern Language
Association of America and a member of
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Hirsch’s work combines feminist
theory with memory studies, particularly the
transmission of memories of violence across
generations. Her recent books include
“The Generation of Postmemory: Writing
and Visual Culture After the Holocaust”
See “Cornell” on page 11
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Off the Shelf

Death, grief and mourning

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

“Everyone mourns differently.” Those wise rabbinic
words are reflected in two recent works about death and
dying: “The Jewish Book of Grief and Healing: A Spiritual
Companion for Mourning” edited by Stuart M. Matlins and
the editors at Jewish Lights (Jewish Lights Publishing), and
“After One-Hundred-and-Twenty: Reflecting on Death,
Mourning, and the Afterlife in the Jewish Tradition” by
Hillel Halkin (Princeton University Press). The former
offers excerpts from a variety of works published by Jewish Lights, while the latter combines a survey of changing
Jewish ideas about death with Halkin’s personal thoughts
on the topic.
“The Jewish Book of Grief and Healing” focuses on
ways the Jewish tradition can help us grapple with death
and grief. In the preface, Rabbi Anne Brener notes that
“mourning can open doors you may not have imagined
before your life was shaken by loss.” This will occur “if
you are willing to surrender your assumptions and be
curious about the unknown: the unknown rooms beyond
the doors that these essential conversations open to each.”
While there are some sections that deal with Jewish ritual,
the majority of the essays offer insights from the writers’
personal and professional experiences.
Since not all the essays come from books dealing directly with the topic of death and mourning, some have
only tentative connections to the subject. However, many
include excellent advice on ways to use mourning as part

of the healing process. Some of my favorites include:
 “Resiliency” by Rabbi Shira Stern, which notes how we
must accept that our world has permanently changed. Instead
of looking backward, we need to forge a new way of being.
 Two articles by Rabbi Dayle A. Friedman – “Responding
to Suffering” and “Facing a Cascade of Losses.” The former talks about the importance of “accepting reality” and
realizing that we have limited control over our lives. The
latter notes the necessity of expressing our pain – giving
voice to our sorrows – while still trying to savor the gifts
and beauty that remain.
 Rabbi Edwin Goldberg’s “No Guarantees,” which speaks
about “unspoken promises,” for example, that a loved one will
never leave us. When this promise is broken, we need to let
go of our expectations and focus on the reality of our lives.
 “Crying Out for the Light” by Rabbi Art Green. Green sees
“religious life as an act of defiance” against pain and darkness.
While not specifically speaking about death, the author notes
that we can heal by bringing God’s light to each other.
 Rabbi Dannel I. Schhwartz and Mark Haas explore ways
to increase our happiness in “Why Didn’t You Enjoy All
the Permitted Pleasures?” The essay includes “Practice
Exercises for the Soul,” which offers practical suggestions
on how to accomplish this.
 “Memory’s Price” by Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, who
writes of mourning his father and how tears are “a small
price to pay for our love.”

The essays in “The Jewish Book of Grief and Healing”
cover an impressive range of material. Each may speak to
a different reader since the work acknowledges that the
healing process for each person may differ. The essays are
best read a little at a time and don’t have to be read in any
particular order. All are short – three or four pages at the
most – and some led me to want to know more about the
authors’ thoughts. The book is an excellent companion for
those currently mourning a loved one.
While a variety of authors appear in the Jewish Light
essay collection, “After One-Hundred-and-Twenty” explores Halkin’s ideas about death and the afterlife. When
Halkin was asked to write a book for the Library of Jewish
Ideas, he choose death as his topic because – although he’d
frequently thought about death and dying since he was 11
or 12, and was an observant Jew – he never thought about
how his musings on death and his religious beliefs might
be connected.
Halkin notes that Judaism doesn’t contain one definitive
idea about death and the afterlife. My favorite sections of
his work look at how those ideas changed throughout the
centuries. For example, Halkin notes that the early books
of the Bible see immortality as being achieved through
family – that is, through children, grandchildren and their
offspring throughout the ages. While after death people may
have gone to Sheol, there was no consensus about exactly
See “Grief” on page 11

Opinion

In breast cancer testing, knowledge is power –
and potentially distressing
By Peggy Cottrell
(JTA) – Five years ago, on a whim, Cindy, a 27-year-old
Jewish woman, decided to pursue genetic testing through
an online laboratory. She wasn’t expecting any surprises
because she had no family history of cancer or increased
risk factors. She was young and living a healthy lifestyle.
But Cindy’s results indicated that she had tested positive
for a BRCA mutation. She was worried and confused,
and needed to understand what this meant for her and her
family. Cindy’s story is not an anomaly – women and men
can be BRCA-positive, even without a family history of
breast or ovarian cancer.
One in 40 Jewish women and men carries a BRCA
gene mutation, as compared to approximately 1 in 400 in
the general population, placing Jewish families at significantly increased risk for hereditary breast, ovarian and

related cancers. This is an urgent concern for the Jewish
community at-large.
During October, National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, Sharsheret shared this critical information with
thousands via social media, on college campuses and
in local synagogues and JCCs across the country. Our
mantra is “know your family history” because if you do
have a family history of breast or ovarian cancer, you are
at increased risk and the BRCA gene mutation may be
the culprit. There are steps you can take to catch cancer
early, when it can be treated or even cured, or to prevent
cancer through life-saving measures including increased
surveillance, prophylactic surgery and chemoprevention
(the use of pharmacologic or natural agents that inhibit the
development of invasive cancer).
The 1 in 40 message isn’t new, but what is new is that

medical experts are discussing “population screening,”
genetic testing for all Ashkenazi Jews, because individuals
without a strong history of breast or ovarian cancer – women like Cindy – may still be BRCA-positive. Knowledge
is power and, simply put, genetic testing can save lives.
In July, Sharsheret was invited to participate in a think
tank in Israel of American, European and Israeli cancer
researchers. Sharsheret was the only advocacy organization
present with the medical professionals, invited to represent
the patient’s voice. The esteemed group was convened
by Dr. Larry Norton, medical director at the Evelyn H.
Lauder Breast Center at Memorial Sloan Kettering in
New York City.
After much discussion, and a comprehensive review of
local studies that focused on genetic testing among Jewish
See “Cancer” on page 8

In My Own Words

Calm down!
With the 2016 presidential election occurring in a few
days, I have one thing to say: Would everyone – and I mean
everyone – please calm down! Somewhere in this election
a basic fundamental idea of the American democracy
has been lost. In case you’ve forgotten: we are electing a
president, not a dictator. That means most of the hysteria
coming from both camps is wrong.
Want examples? A president cannot change the
second amendment on his or her own, so, no, Hillary
Clinton can’t immediately ban all guns if she’s elected.
A president cannot order the arrest of a citizen of the
United States, so Donald Trump can’t place anyone in
jail by his say-so. Now, laws can be passed that restrict
gun ownership and investigations by other branches of
government do occur, but we have a system of checks
and balances so no president can step into the Oval
Office and do whatever he or she wants. They have to
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RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR
go through legislators and the court system. That truth
seems to have gotten lost in the rhetoric of this election.
Some people are terrified about what would happen
if Trump was elected president. Others believe Clinton will destroy the Constitution and the fabric of our
country if she takes office. These people have forgotten about Congress (to jog your memory, the House
of Representatives and the Senate), whose members
actually vote on the laws. The process of changing the
Constitution is a long and hard one, so Clinton can’t
do that without the amendment passing a two-thirds
majority vote in both houses of Congress and then being
ratified by three-fourths of the states. If Trump doesn’t
like the laws Congress passes or its members refuse
to consider legislation he wants, he can’t fire them.
This is not a TV show nor is it the business world. He
doesn’t own the government. Neither candidate can
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enter the Oval Office, wave a wand and have the world
magically change to suit their desires.
I’m not certain how this hysteria started, but it’s
polarizing our nation. My fear is that it – and the hatred
that goes with it – won’t disappear after November 8.
That’s far more dangerous than anything either candidate
can propose because, if people don’t respect the political
process, we are at risk from within our borders. Even if
we disagree, we should still treat each other with respect.
After any election, the focus should be on making our
country a better place to live for all its citizens.
So, what I suggest is that everyone take a deep breath
and seriously think about the future they want for the
United States. When voting, think about all the races, not
just the presidential one. Then, after the election, give the
new president and all those elected the respect owed to
their office – whether or not we voted for them.
Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Layout Editor Diana Sochor
Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen
Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown
Proofreaders
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“Mystery of the Mikvah” talk at Holiday Artisan
re-opening of Beth David mikvah
Marketplace

By Paula Rubin
Rivkah Slonim will discuss two books she has edited
about the mikvah at the Sunday, November 6, open house
at Beth David Synagogue, 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton,
celebrating the re-opening of the Beth David Community Mikvah. In her talk, “The Mystery of the Mikvah:
Judaism’s Best Kept Secret,” Slonim will review the
books and answer questions. The program will begin
at 3 pm and include a dairy dessert buffet. There will
be no charge but reservations have been requested by

calling Lillian Zodikoff at 798-9082.
“The mikvah has undergone an update, including
painting, a new exhaust fan and a new floor, among other
improvements,” organizers noted. Attendees will be able
to view the new space after Slonim’s talk.
The mikvah is being dedicated in honor of Lori and
Brian Tuberman’s parents, Joyce Harary and Maxine and
Marvin Kaplin, and in memory of Jack Harary and Lawrence Tuberman. The entire community has been invited
to the event.

Temple Concord Sisterhood’s fifth annual Holiday
Artisan Marketplace will be held on Sunday, November 20, from 10 am-3 pm, in the social hall at Temple
Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The cost for
admission will be a $1 donation to CHOW or a non-perishable food item for CHOW.
The sale will feature clothing, jewelry, beadwork,
paintings, art prints, stationery, mosaics, cards, artistic
knits, hats, headbands, gemstones, table decor, ornaments, baby gifts, candles, soap and more.
Also available will be a bake sale with some hot
foods. Sisterhood chairwomen for the sale are Helene
Philips, Marilyn Strosberg, Janet Hayman, Roz Antoun,
Marsha Luks and Judy Osburn. Vendors will be present
to sell artistic wares during the one-day sale.

Temple Israel Sisterhood and
Men’s Club to hold breakfast

A breakfast will be held on Sunday, November 13, at
9:30 am, at Temple Israel, featuring Chuck D’Imperio,
who is considered to be one of upstate New York’s longest
tenured morning radio personalities.
The cost to attend will be $5. Those interested in attending have been asked to RSVP by Tuesday, November

Kosher

TC to hold
Whale of a Sale

8, to Temple Israel at 723-7461.
D’Imperio currently has eight books published about
upstate New York. He will speak about his latest book, “A
Taste of New York: The People and the Stories behind 40
Food Favorites.”
The breakfast will be followed by D’Imperio’s presentation.

Sponsored by the Temple Concord Sisterhood, the
Whale of a Sale, a sale of new and nearly new products,
will begin on Sunday, November 6, from 10 am-4 pm,
in the first floor social hall at the temple, 9 Riverside
Dr., Binghamton. The sale will be open on Monday,
November 7, and Wednesday, November 9, from noon-4
pm, and it will have extended hours from noon-6:30 pm
on Tuesday, November 8, and Thursday, November 10.
The sale will be closed Friday-Saturday, November
11-12. The last day of Whale of a Sale will be Sunday,
November 13, which will be a bag sale from 10 am-4 pm.
The sale will feature brand name winter clothing for
babies, children, teenagers, women and men, as well as
baby equipment, books, toys, games for children and adults,
housewares, sports equipment, tools, art, jewelry and more.
Lisa McCarthy is the Whale of a Sale chairwoman.

Continued from page 1

in conflict resolution Central America and the Middle East.
In addition to his book “Kosher,” Lytton has written
“Holding Bishops Accountable: How Lawsuits Helped the
Catholic Church Confront Clergy Sexual Abuse” (Harvard
University Press 2008); an edited volume, “Suing the Gun
Industry: A Battle at the Crossroads of Gun Control and
Mass Torts” (University of Michigan Press 2005); and is
currently writing a book, “Outbreak: Foodborne Illness
and the Evolving Food Safety System” (under contract
with The University of Chicago Press), about the complex
interaction of government regulation, industry supply-chain
management, and tort liability in the U.S. food safety system. Lytton has also published several articles and book
chapters on rabbinic law and jurisprudence, and is co-author
of “Jurisprudence, Cases and Materials: An Introduction
to the Philosophy of Law and Its Applications” (Lexis
Publishing, third edition, 2015).
His work has appeared in the Texas, Virginia, Cornell,

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Internat’l lawyers ask FIFA to investigate
Palestinian soccer association

Several dozen international lawyers are calling on the
world soccer body, the Fédération Internationale de Football Association, to investigate what they call “egregious”
violations by the Palestinian Football Association. In a
letter to the chairman of the FIFA Monitoring Committee
for Israel and Palestine, the Lawfare Project, a nonprofit
legal organization, along with dozens of international lawyers, sought to draw attention to violations of FIFA statues
by the Palestinian Football Association. “If FIFA officials
plan to take action against the Israeli clubs in disputed
territories, they must also be prepared to acknowledge
and punish the Palestinian Football Association for these
brazen violations of FIFA codes,” the letter stated. “FIFA
must protect itself and all institutions of international
sport from being politicized and dishonored in Palestinian
attempts to ostracize the Jewish state.” The FIFA violations cited include the PFA punishing Palestinians who
participate in soccer games with Israelis; PFA officials
regularly denigrating Israel and Israelis; the promotion
and glorification of terrorism by Palestinian soccer clubs;
and the use of the PFA to promote a political agenda and
to politicize FIFA.

Northwestern, and Wisconsin law reviews; as well as in the
Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics; the American Journal
of Law and Medicine; and Public Health Nutrition. It has
also been featured in magazines, such as The American
Interest, Regulation and the Jewish Review of Books; and
in blogs, including the Huffington Post and RegBlog. He
has also written with his wife, Rachel Anisfeld, “A Shabbat
Morning Siddur for Young People.”
College of Jewish Studies lectures are open to the
entire community. General admission costs $8 per event,
or $20 for all three programs. Senior admission costs $5
per event, or $12 for the series. Students are welcome to
attend at no charge.
The College of Jewish Studies was founded in 1986
as a coalition between the Judaic Studies Department of
Binghamton University and several local Jewish sponsoring institutions: the Jewish Community Center, the Jewish
Federation of Greater Binghamton, Beth David Synagogue,
Temple Concord and Temple Israel. The purpose is “to
provide quality adult Jewish education to the Greater
Binghamton area, providing a wide array of programs
dealing with Jewish history, culture, religion and politics.”
Partial funding is also provided by the Jacob and Rose
Olum Foundation, the B’nai Brith Lectureship Fund, the
Victor and Esther Rozen Foundation and an endowment
fund from the former Temple Beth El of Endicott.
For more information on the College of Jewish Studies
and its programs, visit www.bingcjs.org and www.facebook.
com/bingcjs.

The Jewish Community wishes to express its
sympathy to Robin Cook-Mervis on the
death of her father,

Samuel Cook
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Continued from page 1

simple and minimal to flowing and dramatic, all in an
appealing price range,” said expo organizers. “The expo
will feature Bar Kocva’s outstanding collection of jewelry
– earrings, broaches, rings, necklaces, watches and Judaica
crafted out of silver, gold and titanium, with ancient Roman
glass, moon stone, opal, amber, mother of pearl and more.
Also included in the show will be original paintings and
serigraphs, tallitot, kippot, challah covers and afikomen
bags, as well as glass, wooden, precious metal, iron,
stone and clay Judaica pieces from some of Israel’s most
prominent artists. Prices of the items for sale range from

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: T & M VENTURES
BINGHAMTON,
LLC
(the
“Company”). The date of filing of
the Certificate of Conversion of
the Company with the Secretary
of State was September 14, 2016.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of
Off Your Rocker, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/02/2016.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, P.O. Box 35, Windsor,
NY 13865. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

2.

The name of the limited
liability company (“LLC”) is 159
WASHINGTON LLC.
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is AUGUST
17, 2016.

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or
her is: 132 WASHINGTON
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY
13901

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Fox Street
Horseheads Associates LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 09/08/16. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 83 Ararat Dr., Vestal, NY 13850.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Instant
Coupons, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/08/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY
13851-0678. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Progressive
Property Development Group LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/15/07. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 236 Death Valley Rd., Johnson
City, NY 13790, also the address

$20-$1,500 (most are in the $20-$95 range).” Proceeds
from the sale of the artwork will benefit the JCC, the artists
and their families.
“With the holidays coming, people should think ahead
to any gifts they will need and take the opportunity to get
them now,” said Susan Walker, past president of the JCC.
“Over the years, my husband and I have purchased the
most beautiful jewelry and pieces of art for our friends
and families. And the best part is, in addition to acquiring
beautiful works of art, we are simultaneously supporting
our friends in Israel.”

For more information on the
upcoming show, call the JCC
office at 724-2417.
At right: Moshe Bar Kocva, an
Israeli jewelry designer, will
present the work of more than
45 Israeli artists at the Jewish
Community Center from SundayWednesday, November 20-23.

LEGAL NOTICE
of the registered agent David M.
McPeak upon whom process may be
served. Current address for service:
4245 Murphy Rd., Binghamton, NY
13903, also the current address
of the registered agent David M.
McPeak upon whom process may
be served. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Aspire
Financial Group, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/19/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 231 Main St.,
Ste. 3, Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Northway, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G.
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton,
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CORE of Fritz Farm, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 10 Lawton
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 36-40 Farr
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 169 Crary LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
CAPITAL MBG, LLC
Articles of Organization were filed
with the NY State Dept. of State,
Division of Corporations and State
Records on September 22, 2016.
Office and principal business location:
53 Chenango Street, 7th Floor, City
of Binghamton, Broome County,
New York. Secy. of State designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served and shall
mail process to: 53 Chenango Street,
7th Floor, Binghamton, NY 13901,
principal business address of the LLC,
Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
Binghamton Realty Partners LLC Arts.

of Org. filed w/ SSNY 10/4/16. Off. in
Broome Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of
LLC whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC,
43 Crary Ave, Binghamton, NY 13905.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is OAKDALE
ROAD HOLDINGS LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 3,
2016.

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: PO Box 2039,
Binghamton, New York 13902.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Rispoli Holdings, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of the
Company with the Secretary of State
was October 12, 2016. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is 76 CONKLIN
AVENUE LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the Secretary
of State is October 12, 2016.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of the
State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 136 Main
Street, Binghamton, NY 13905.
5. The character or purpose
of the business of the LLC
is any purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY

To place a legal notice,
contact Bonnie at
724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

COMPANY UNDER THE
NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY LAW

Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date
of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice is hereby given of the
formation of Bubsy Holdings LLC
(the “Company”) for the transaction
of business in the State of New York
and elsewhere.

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Florence, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/11/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

1. The name of the Company is
Bubsy Holdings LLC.
2. The Company’s Articles of
Organization were filed with
the New York Secretary of State
on March 28, 2016.
3. The County’s office within New
York State is located in Broome
County.
4. The New York Secretary of State
has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom
process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any such
process served upon him
or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,
Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
220, Binghamton, New York
13901.
5. The character or purpose of the
Company’s business is for any
lawful business purpose except
to do any business in New York
State for which a statute
specifically requires some other
business entity or natural person
to be formed or used for such
business.
______________________
Notice of formation of Standard Land
Co, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on 10/12/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, PO Box 584, Binghamton,
NY 13902-0584. Purpose: any lawful
business purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 138 Henry
Street LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/30/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 3 Bond St., Binghamton,
NY 13903. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Fayetteville, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/03/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Amherst, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/11/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Ithaca, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/11/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f M D M
Enterprises of Farmington, LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/13/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 2224 Pierce
Creek Rd., Binghamton, NY 13903.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
801 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(“LLC”)
Articles of Organization of 801 Gage
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service of
process against it. NYSS shall mail
process to 1963 Bradley Creek
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
749 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(“LLC”)
Articles of Organization of 749 Gage
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service of
process against it. NYSS shall mail
process to 1963 Bradley Creek
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
279 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/24/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the LLC may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
The LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson
City, NY 13790. General purpose.
______________________
277 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/21/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the LLC may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
The LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson
City, NY 13790. General purpose.
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______________________
Notice of Formation of
Mindful Health & Wellness, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/2016.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 515 East Main Street,
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Ithaca, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/11/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
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TC Religious School
TI/TC adult ed. brunch to
prepared for Simchat Torah
be held on Nov. 6

Temple Concord Religious School students prepared for Simchat Torah with learning
and arts and crafts. The students held their edible Torahs.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Lebanon’s president,vows to retake “Israeli-occupied” land

The Lebanese parliament elected Michael Aoun as its president on Oct. 31, ending
a two-and-half-year vacuum that threatened to destabilize the country. Aoun, 81, is a
retired general from the Lebanese Civil War and is considered a polarizing figure whose
Christian political party, the Free Patriotic Movement, is allied to the terror group and
political party Hezbollah. Lebanon’s previous president, Michel Suleiman, stepped down
in 2014. Under the Lebanese Constitution, only a Christian can become president. After
taking the oath, Aoun said in a speech he will prioritize political stability for the country.
Aoun also promised to “release what is left of our lands from the Israeli occupation,”
referring to contested areas along the Lebanese-Israeli border.

Rabbinical student Geoffrey Brown will
speak at the Temple Israel/Temple Concord
adult education brunch on Sunday, November 6, at 10 am, at Temple Israel, 4737
Deerfield Place, Vestal.
Brown’s talk will be “Responsum: How
the rabbis interface the modern world with
ancient halachah.” He will guide the group
in an exploration of the practice of the rabbis
throughout the ages in dealing with their
contemporary issues related to halachah. He
will review examples of Responsa from the
Talmud, Maimonides and Rabbi Monique
Susskind Goldberg.
Brown will be serving as interim rabbi
of Temple Israel from November 2016-May
2017. He is a fifth year rabbinical student at
the Academy for Jewish Religion, and will
receive his smicha on Thursday, April 27.
The Academy for Jewish Religion is the

Challah

first seminary to train and ordain rabbis and
cantors together in a non-denominational,
pluralistic, egalitarian, rigorous setting that
promotes both cognitive and affective Jewish engagement. Prior to attending rabbinical school, Brown directed Hillel campuses
for 10 years; provided education leadership
in various congregations as Hebrew school
principal and b’nai mitzvah tutor; and, for
the last four years, provided rabbinical and
spiritual guidance to Congregation Ohev
Sholom in York, PA.
Brown said he looks forward to working
“with the vibrant Temple Israel congregation as well as the wider Binghamton
Jewish community.”
To make a reservation for the brunch,
which costs $5, call 723-7461 or e-mail
Tammy Kunsman at the Temple Israel office
at titammy@stny.twcbc.com.
Continued from page 1

ies small and large, bring the community
together in a fun and easy celebration of
Jewish heritage. In our case, we will be
uniting our campus and local communities – through campus and local Jewish
organizations co-sponsoring – with lots
and lots of people coming out to enjoy this

activity together,” explained program
coordinator Hadasa Slonim.
Local community sponsors include
the Sisterhoods of Beth David, Temple
Concord, Hadassah and Chabad Women’s
League, among others.

AFib Awareness Month aimed to educate on key stroke risk
(NAPSI) – An irregular heartbeat, called
atrial fibrillation or AFib, increases your
risk of stroke by five times – but there are
steps you can take. AFib affects more than
2.7 million Americans, many over age 60.
To help, during AFib Awareness Month in
September, the American Heart Association began a campaign to teach those at
highest risk how to spot and manage AFib
to avoid stroke.
“AFib can have symptoms such as an irregular-feeling heartbeat, shortness of breath and
light-headedness, or it can have no symptoms
at all,” says Patrick T. Ellinor, M.D., Ph.D.,
director of the Cardiac Arrhythmia Service
at Massachusetts General Hospital.
Stroke risks are increased because when
the heart is in AFib, it is not moving blood
effectively. Blood pools and clots can form.
When the clot is pumped out of the heart,
it can travel to the brain and cause a stroke.
That’s what happened to Carl Romero of
New Jersey. Four years ago, while working
out with his son, Romero, now 48, experienced an erratic heartbeat and pounding in
his chest. That led him to his doctors, who

diagnosed him with AFib. Seven months later,
he went on to have a stroke. The experience
opened his eyes about the need for major
lifestyle changes.
“This forced me to really be conscious of
my AFib and take note of what I was putting
in my body and how it was affecting me,”
Romero said. “Be empowered to do the things
you can do. Changing diet isn’t a doctor’s
decision – it’s the patient’s.”
Hypertension, heart disease, diabetes and
heart failure are considered major risk factors
for AFib. If you suspect you have AFib, meet
with your doctor. AFib can be managed,
helping you avoid a stroke and live a longer,
healthier life. Because AFib can be tricky to
find, it may also be an underlying condition
in cryptogenic stroke patients.
To access resources, visit www.heart.org/
afibawareness. For those living with atrial
fibrillation, the American Heart Association
and StopAFib.org have developed resources,
including a symptom tracker, tips for dealing
with AFib in all areas of your life, and a
community of survivors at www.MyAFibExperience.org.

PROFESSIONAL EYE CARE

• Computerized Eye Examinations
• Drug Treatment of Eye Disease
• Retinal Photography
• Contact Lenses • Ultra Thin Lenses
• Over 2000 Fashion Frames
• LASIK Evaluations
• Medicare & Most Vision Plans Accepted
• Accepting New Patients

Dr. SCOTT F. HAGE
Optometrist

(Formerly Drs.’ Snider & Hage)
Robert Clemente, Optician

SATURDAY & EVENING APPTS. AVAILABLE
www.DrScottHage.com

729-2102

RIVERSIDE DRIVE MEDICAL BUILDING • 240 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, JOHNSON CITY

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
BinghamtonDental.com

William R. Shakun, D.M.D.
David Salomons, D.D.S.
David C. Bray, D.M.D.

New Patients Welcome
• Crowns & Bridges
• Cosmetic Bonding & Bleaching
• Root Canal Therapy

723-8377
18 Leroy Street, Binghamton, NY

NAPS Editor’s Note: The American Heart
Association’s AFib awareness campaign is
made possible with funding from the Bristol-Myers Squibb/Pfizer Alliance. Janssen is a
sponsor of the American Heart Association
and StopAfib.org’s My AFib Experience.
The American Heart Association/American
Stroke Association receives funding mostly
from individuals. Foundations and corpo-

rations donate as well, and fund specific
programs and events. Strict policies are
enforced to prevent these relationships from
influencing the association’s science content.
Financial information for the American Heart
Association, including a list of contributions
from pharmaceutical companies and device
manufacturers, is available at www.heart.org/
corporatefunding.

• Short Term Rehabilita�on
• Skilled Nursing Home
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• Assisted Living Program
• Adult Day Health Care Program
• Licensed Home Care Services

Vestal Park Rehabilitation & Nursing Center
105 West Sheedy Road, Vestal, NY
607-754-4105
Life is about choices, you'll be glad you chose us.

Binghamton
Gastroenterology
Associates, P.C.
Leslie Bank, M.D.
Amine Hila, M.D.
Ali Marhaba, M.D.
Atif Saleem, M.D.
Gregory P. Scagnelli, M.D.
Mark V. Shumeyko, M.D.
Noelle Buffum, FNP-BC • Jeffrey Hum, FNP-BC
Martha E. Langhorne, FNP-BC • Alissa J. Strojny FNC-BC

607-772-0639

40 Mitchell Ave., Binghamton, NY 13903
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Hadassah continues leading-edge research in breast cancer detection
By Robert Gluck
Angelina Jolie, who in 2013 touted the beneJNS.org
fits of genetic testing and surger y to prevent
One of the leaders in the fight against breast
hereditar y breast cancer.
cancer is said to be Dr. Tamar Peretz Yablonski,
Potentially life saving
the daughter of a Holocaust survivor, whose
Breast cancer survivor Maxx Schube, who
tenacity and determination to find a cure is said
lives in Atlanta, GA, and her two grown daughto inspire her and countless others.
ters, Rochelle and Alana, all tested positive for
“My parents always taught me to fight, to
the BRCA genetic mutation, which helped them
look on the bright side,” Yablonski, director of
individually decide their best course of action.
Hadassah Medical Center’s Sharett Institute of
“After my sister’s death from ovarian cancer
Oncology in Israel, told JNS.org.
and my breast cancer diagnosis, my doctors
As Hadassah continues its research work in
suggested I undergo genetic testing,” Schube
finding a cure, the organization is celebrating 20 Dr. Tamar Peretz said. “I tested positive for the BRCA1 mutation.
years since its researchers discovered that the risk Yablonski (Photo With the knowledge acquired from BRCA genetic
of carr ying the BRCA1 gene mutation – which by Renee Young, research, we realized I could have passed it on
is tied to increased cancer risk – is 1 in 40 for Hadassah)
to my children. So, when they were in their 20s,
Ashkenazi women, compared to 1 in 100 for the rest of it was suggested each one be tested. Both daughters tested
the population.
BRCA1 positive; my son was spared. Hadassah developed
Following this discovery, Hadassah Medical Organization the blood test that can detect if a healthy woman carries
developed a simpler blood test to detect the presence of these the BRCA mutation. When my 23-year-old daughter felt
genes, the organization reported.
a lump in her breast, she wasn’t taken seriously until she
Hadassah’s findings have had a major impact on breast revealed she was BRCA positive. I shudder to think she
cancer management, according to Yablonski. “We now know might have been overlooked.”
this mutation in the BRCA gene predisposes to the developWhen Schube speaks at Hadassah’s breast cancer awarement, not only of breast cancer, but also to the development ness campaign events – including those in October, which
of ovarian, colon, pancreatic, prostate in males and other is Breast Cancer Awareness month – she tells audiences that
diseases,” she said.
cancer doesn’t discriminate based on a woman’s age.
Genetic testing has potentially saved the lives of an
“We emphasize that even in college, when you are busy
untold number of women whose examples are often with school or focusing on your future, there is no future
highlighted in news accounts, such as Hollywood actress unless you keep up with your health, medical checkups or
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At right: Maxx
Schube (center)
with her daughters
Rochelle (left) and
Alana. (Photo by
R e n e e Yo u n g ,
Hadassah)
do a thorough breast self-examination,” Schube said. “For
us, genetics is our cure. Having the knowledge of our strong
BRCA genetic family history saved my younger daughter’s life.
With that BRCA knowledge, my older daughter underwent
a prophylactic mastectomy at age 28, so she does not have
to wait for the ax to fall.”
While detecting breast cancer early is part of the battle
against the disease, more research is needed, Yablonski said,
and the current testing model that detects the gene mutation
needs to change.
Looking ahead
“There were many questions on how we should proceed, since about half of the women diagnosed with breast
cancer in Israel are non-Ashkenazi,” Yablonski said. “The
general thought was women of any ethnic origin should
be aware of the possibilit y of developing breast cancer on
the background of genetic predisposition. It was suggested
the medical [insurance] coverage, as it exists today, will
allow women from all ethnic groups to be tested for BRCA.
There was also the question of whether other genes were
involved, and this is one of the points of the research we
are doing today.”
New studies show that other genes should not be ignored
in the diagnosis of breast cancer.
“If we look at the prevalence of any mutations in women
who develop breast cancer on a background of genetic
predisposition, only 40-50 percent will have the BRCA,”
Yablonski said. “The rest will have other genes that are
involved. It may be a mistake to test only for BRCA. In
the last two years, we’ve researched other genes that are
involved in the development of breast cancer. We identified
specific mutations in the gene, called p53 [a tumor suppressor protein], which predisposes to the development
of breast cancer at a ver y young age. We know there are
at least 26 genes that are involved in the predisposition of
breast cancer.”
Yablonski stressed treatment, too. “How genetic predisposition affects treatment is important,” she said. “Those
with the BRCA1 and BRCA2 are more sensitive to a specific chemotherapy drug [platinum-based]. If a woman is
suffering from breast cancer, we know this drug should be
used and is effective.”
While breast cancer is no longer an automatic death
sentence, it remains a serious illness.
“We should be very cautious in deciding to give therapy
or not and be very precise and personal on what kind of
treatments to give, the dosage, the possibility of side effects,
close follow-up and when to stop,” Yablonski said. “Newly
diagnosed patients and those carrying the mutated gene face
a bewildering array of treatment options and opinions. This
will change. Treatment will become increasingly personalized,
structured according to the many factors involved, from
genetic to emotional. Decisions will be easier and results
will be better.”
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One of the best kept
secrets in
well-woman care...

Sue Seibold-Simpson,
PhD, MPH, RN, FNP
Amy R. Cousins, MD
•Well Woman Care
•Information & Counseling
•Caring Female Staff
•Most Insurance Accepted
•Abortion Services
•Saturday Hours
We’re Here If You Need Us!

f

149 Vestal Parkway W. Vestal, NY

607 - 785 - 4171

Toll Free 1-800-676-9011
Visit Our Website:
www.AmyCousinsMD.com
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Black rabbinical student leads “Army of Moms” in
fighting Chicago gun violence
By Ben Sales
CHICAGO (JTA) – The same week Tamar Manasseh’s
African-American son was going to become a bar mitzvah,
gang violence killed two 13-year-old black boys who were
also from Chicago’s South Side. As she picked out the bar
mitzvah suit for her son, Manasseh couldn’t shake the image
of the slain boys’ mothers, who were likely also picking
out suits – for their sons to be buried in.
Manasseh, a lifelong Chicagoan who attended Jewish day
school and is now studying to be a rabbi, has always been
proud to be Jewish and black. But gun violence, which has
surrounded the 38-year-old since she was a kid, has accentuated
both the tensions and connections between the two parts of her
identity. While most South Side Jews lived in the relatively
affluent neighborhood of Hyde Park, she grew up in nearby
Englewood, an area that she described as “Afghanistan.”
“I was always taught that Jews were survivors,”
Manasseh told JTA. “The Holocaust happened, and Jews
survived that, right? Black people were never taught that
we were survivors. If anything, we’re pretty much taught
that we were born to die. Being Jewish, I was never able
to look at things like that.”

At right: Tamar
Manasseh,
on the corner
of 75 th Street
and Stewart
Av e n u e o n
Chicago’s South
Side, gathers
mothers at the
intersection
to prevent
violence there.
(Photo courtesy
of Manasseh)

SHARON WITTE
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Medical identity theft: another reason to
protect your wallet
(NAPSI)—Cell phone? Check. Credit Card? Check. Health
Insurance Card...?
Most people are sure to protect their cell phone and
credit cards. You should have the same sense of urgency to
guard your health insurance card. Medical identity theft is
a complicated, costly crime that is difficult to resolve, can
negatively affect your reputation and potentially harm your

Manasseh – a mother of two children, ages 18 and 20 –
has taken it upon herself to stop gun violence in Englewood.
During the summer months, when programs to keep kids off
the streets are scarce, she and several other parents – who
she dubs an “Army of Moms” – spend hours sitting on the
corner of 75th Street and South Stewart Avenue chatting to
passers-by and offering them barbecue. The food and talk,
she said, has been enough to stop gun violence there. And
the statistics back her up: The corner, in the middle of a
violent neighborhood, has seen zero shootings this year.
“I felt like if I didn’t do something, it would come for
my kids eventually,” said Manasseh, who sells real estate
and studies for her ordination in her spare time. “So I’m
We are currently recruiting
more afraid of what happens if I don’t get out there and
for full
time
do something than
I am and
if I do.part
I’m more
afraid of one of
my kids being
shot
than
I
am
of
me
being
shot.”
CNA’s, RN’s and LPN’s
Chicago has become a hotbed of gun violence in recent
$6000
sign on
onthebonus
for full
time
years
– especially
South Side.
Nearly
6,000RN’s
people
NY
STATE
CERTIFIED
AND
have been shot since the beginning of 2015, and Chicago
INSURED
PERSONAL
CARE
AIDEit the
experienced
78 homicides
in August
alone, making
Absolut
Care
of Endicott
deadliest month the city has seen in nearly two decades. Some
301
Nantucket
Drive
CARING
FOR
See “Chicago”
on page
11 YOU AND

health. It can happen simply by someone borrowing or stealing
your health insurance card and using your information to:
1. Have health services performed and file for reimbursement
2. Bill for health services that didn’t happen
3. File claims for health services or drugs not received
See “Theft” on page 8

607-727-4534
Our
full-time positions offer a
variety of health insurance
programs, vacation, sick and
personal time, including weekly pay.

Sharon Witte

Absolut Care of Endicott will be
holding an additional opportunity
NY State Certified and
for open interviews on
insured
personal care aide
Saturday, June 13, 2015 from 10am-3pm.

Caring for you and

If you are unable to attend,
Your
home, in your home
stop by at one of our weekly
open interviews
every Thursday from
607-727-4534
10-5pm or email resumes
to jpapucci@absolutcare.com

We are currently recruiting for:
• CNA’s - All shifts, full & part-time
We are seeking motivated,
resident-centered organized employees.

Job Fair
every Thursday
from 10am - 5pm

Newmark generic 2012

Lee Medical, PC
41 Arch Street, Johnson City
607.729.2121

Newmark Passover 2012
We offer a variety of
health insurance programs,
vacation, sick and personal time
including weekly pay.
Please see our web site at
www. absolutecare.com
for more information
and to apply online.
You may also stop in and
complete an application and
have an on-the-spot interview.

Comprehensive Women’s Healthcare offered in office:
Routine Annual Gynecology Exam
Women’s Primary Care
Obstetrical Care
Mammogram / Breast Care
Bone Density
Laboratory Testing

Accepting New Residents
24 Hours A Day | 7 Days A Week

Bai O Lee, MD
Anna Beresnev, MD
Mary L Barr, PA-C
Patricia Vincent, PA

Phone(607) 754-2705

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS
607.729.2121

301 Nantucket Dr.,
Endicott, NY 13760

www.binghamtonwomenshealth.com

www.absolutcare.com

Please call

Fax 754-2610

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
Newmark Chanukah 2011

Newmark RH 2011
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Cancer

families, the experts’ conclusion, according to Norton, was
that “testing all Ashkenazi Jews – finds twice as many people
with mutations as testing just those with family histories.”
Norton went on to say, citing the conclusion: “This
indicates that the rules for testing need to be changed. It
also means that the psychological, medical and economic
consequences of broader testing need to be evaluated.
Knowing that one has a dangerous mutation could well
be life-saving, since one can do things that minimize
one’s risks.”
At Sharsheret, we couldn’t agree more with the
experts that issues associated with population screening are quite complex and require attention. Genetic
testing can be daunting, and its emotional toll cannot
be underestimated. Prior to testing, men and women
must have a clear understanding of how positive test
results may affect them medically and emotionally. And
this is information that also affects families – parents,

Theft

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
• Early Pregnancy Care
• Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
• Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
• Weight Management
Melodye Onysko offers the area's
only Optifast program including
Advanced Body Composition and
other Nutritional Supplements!

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associatess
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
my.womensobgyn.info

siblings, children, cousins, aunts and uncles.
Once results are received, one needs to carefully consider
how to communicate them to family and friends, and what
to do in response.
Making decisions about medical courses of action to
pursue after getting results is equally challenging. Careful
consideration must be given to other factors such as fertility,
breastfeeding and the early onset of menopause. Each one
introduces new challenges.
Further, following the think tank, leading cancer researchers estimated that “half of those who could benefit
from a life-saving cancer gene test are not eligible for the
screening under the current rules.” Women without a family
history – women like Cindy – would not likely have these
services covered by insurance. Out-of-pocket costs for
genetic tests can range from $300 to $5,000.
There is so much to consider – this is just the beginning
of the conversation. You are not alone. If you are consid-

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and
Karen Castoro FNP

4. Forge or alter bills, receipts and other health care forms
5. Go “doctor shopping” to get multiple prescriptions
Stealing health information is a crime that’s on the rise.
In the past five years alone, the number of victims has nearly
doubled to more than two million annually, according to
the Medical Identity Fraud Alliance, which studies medical
theft to help reduce medical identity fraud.
If someone steals your health insurance information, the
consequences can be detrimental. Medical identity fraud can be:
 Dangerous to your health. If your medical records have
been compromised and show incorrect allergy information
or negative results on a test you haven’t had, you’re at risk
of getting the wrong medical care.
 Costly. In 2014, medical identity theft cost consumers
more than $20 billion in out-of-pocket expenses, according
to MIFA. The number of victims who experienced out-ofpocket costs rose significantly to 65 percent in 2014 from
36 percent in 2013. Sixty-five percent of the medical identity
theft victims who were surveyed for the 2014 study reported
paying more than $13,000 to resolve the crime.
 Difficult to detect and resolve. Some people learn they’re a
victim of medical identity theft only when they find an error
in the Explanation of Benefits (or EOB) or when confirming
medical information, and correcting it isn’t a quick fix. Some
victims work for months (or longer) to resolve the resulting issues.
 Consumers should work with their health insurers to help them
protect their medical information. For instance, some health insurers

ASTHMA & ALLERGY ASSOCIATES P.C.
1550 Vestal Parkway East, Suite 4, Vestal

Elliot
Rubinstein,
M.D

Mariah M.
Pieretti,
M.D.

Rizwan
Khan,
M.D.

Joseph
Flanagan,
M.D.

Stella M.
Castro,
M.D.

Julie
McNairn,
M.D.

Pediatric & Adult Allergists

• Hay Fever • Asthma • Sinus • Food
• Coughing • Sneezing • Wheezing
• Ears Popping • Red, Watery Eyes
• Drippy, Stuffy Nose • Itching/Insects

For more information and appointment
1-800-88-ASTHMA or allergistdocs.com

Continued from page 2
ering genetic testing, call Sharsheret and speak privately
with our genetic counselor and our team of social workers
and clinical staff at no cost to you or your family. We will
help you understand the genetic testing process; we will
assist you in making informed decisions and in finding
low-cost or free genetic testing. Cindy did reach out to
Sharsheret, and we have been a supportive resource helping
her navigate her decision-making processes.
Sharsheret is the only national nonprofit organization
that supports Jewish women and families of all backgrounds
facing breast and ovarian cancer at every stage – before,
during and after diagnosis.
We can’t change the odds of a genetic mutation or
diagnosis, but with Sharsheret, no Jewish woman or man
will face breast or ovarian cancer alone.
Peggy Cottrell, M.S., CGC, is the genetics program
coordinator at Sharsheret. Learn more at www.sharsheret.
org or by calling 866-474-2774.

Continued from page 7
help protect their members by using software that continuously
looks at claims data and other information to identify claims that
look suspicious and may need to be investigated.
According to health insurer Health Alliance Plan, there
are a number of steps you can take to help prevent becoming
a victim of medical identity fraud:
 Be careful with whom you share your medical information.
 Carefully review the EOB from your insurance carrier and
alert your insurer if you see unfamiliar providers or services.
 Alert your doctor or clinic immediately if you receive a
reminder for an appointment you didn’t make.
 Regularly review your medical records (under federal law, health
insurers must give you a copy of your records upon request). If
anything looks odd or incorrect, alert your insurer immediately.
Access your records online to help expedite this process.
 Make sure your doctors and other health care professionals authenticate you at every visit. At a minimum, they
should ask you for your full name and date of birth and
ask for a photo ID.
 Shred your EOB – it contains personal health information
that is very valuable to an imposter.
Health care fraud increases total health care costs, which
means everyone could end up paying more in the long run.
If you suspect health care fraud, you can report it online at
https://www.stopmedicarefraud.gov/reportfraud/index.html,
or contact your health insurer right away and ask them how
it can help you protect your medical identity.

Family-Type Homes for Adults
Assisted Living Alternative

The Homesteads

Shaan
Waqar,
M.D.

INFO: www.theHomesteadsllc.com
Apalachin, N.Y. • 607-625-3658
New York State certified and County regulated.

We are small, lovely homes, (not facilities) where the managers of the homes
live in the homes with NO MORE THAN six other adults. We provide homelike
surroundings, aid with personal care, room and board, supervision, medicine
management, 24-hour help available plus trained caregivers and operators
who have years of experience, first aid training, in home training, and CPR.

UHS
Orthopedic
Our homes
provide attentive care withCenter
loving hearts.
We have beds available! Welcome!

from

The UHS Orthopedic Center is like no other with sixty-eight-thousand square
feet, two levels, six medical specialties, surgeons, physicians and physician
assistants, physical therapists and a sports medicine gym. All under one roof,
conveniently located on the Vestal Parkway.

UHS Orthopedic Center Grand Opening
Friday, November 11, 5pm–8pm
4433 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal
The first 200 visitors will receive tickets to the BU Bearcats
basketball game for that Friday night.
For additional information, please visit uhs.net.
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The Jewish impresario behind the Ramones, the
Doors and other rock legends
By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) – If you’re a rock fan, no matter your age, you’ve
probably heard of bands like the Doors, the Ramones and the
Stooges. But chances are you haven’t heard of Danny Fields.
Fields, a Jewish guy from Forest Hills, Queens, NY, deftly made the punk scene happen. He helped sign now-iconic
groups to record labels, get them on magazine covers and,
ultimately, etch them into the rock ‘n’ roll lexicon.
Born Daniel Henry Feinberg, Fields rose to prominence as
the ultimate jack-of-all-trades. He was never a top executive,
but with his myriad roles in the music business – publicist,
artist liaison and manager, among them – Fields pressed all
the right buttons. Many of the musicians he mentored took
decades to “make it,” yet his forward-thinking taste is the
stuff of legend among industry insiders.
“Danny is like the Zelig of punk – he’s everywhere
and he’s so important with so many things,” Steven Lee
Beeber, author of “The Heebie Jeebies at CBGB’s: A
Secret History of Jewish Punk,” told JTA, referring to the
chameleonic Woody Allen character. “We kind of live in
Danny’s world today... [No one else had] his sensibility
or the pulse of what was really coming.”
Now this unsung hero is having his own moment in
the spotlight. “Danny Says,” a documentary named for a
song about him written by the Ramones, may be short on
personal details, but is full of the sex, drugs and music that
Fields navigated during rock’s golden age.
Fields graduated from high school at 15 and earned his
bachelor’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania. He
enrolled in Harvard Law School, but left after a year, embedding himself in New York City’s hip Greenwich Village
scene in the early 1960s. Over the course of that decade
and the next, he befriended Andy Warhol and Lou Reed,
publicized bands like the Doors and Cream, introduced Jim
Morrison to the singer-model Nico, discovered MC5 as well
as Iggy Pop and the Stooges, and managed the Ramones.
Fields intuitively understood something about buzz.
Before working in the music business, he was an editor
of the teen magazine Datebook. There he was the first to
publish John Lennon’s quote about the Beatles being “more
popular than Jesus,” which spawned a massive backlash and
discouraged the group from touring again in the United States.
The film details all this and, perhaps surprisingly, also
offers a glimpse into how Fields’ Jewish identity shaped
his view of the world and its music scenes.
Fields grew up in a somewhat observant Jewish household and had a witty sense of humor about it. Among the
several Jewish moments in the film, footage shows Fields
watching a video from his bar mitzvah party and remarking,
“Isn’t this mortifying?” An image of his Harvard yearbook
shows that he drew blue Stars of
David next to photos of
Upcoming Dine Out Isues:
his Jewish classmates.
June 3 (deadline May 26)
While he may have embracedJuly
his Jewish
identity, one of
1 (deadline June 23)
his biggest discoveries came from
something
Fields saw as
August 5 (deadline July 28)
the opposite. In September 1968,
he
traveled
to Aug.
Detroit
Sept. 2 (deadline
25) to
check out a new band called the Stooges and was knocked
out by their visceral, heavy and, in his opinion, non-Jewish
sound. “Detroit is the most goyishe hub of civilization...
That’s why I loved it so much,” Fields says in Beeber’s
book. “[The guys here] were tall and big and butch, not
like New York Jews.”
Fields, who is gay, called them “macho men.”
“I just thought the virility of it was something,” he said.
“I mean, virility is not, shall we say, a characteristic of the
Jewish community.”
Fields worked with the Stooges until the group’s first
breakup in the early ‘70s. A few years later he discovered
the Ramones – a black-clad group of scruffy, fellow Forest
Hills natives that Fields found more heimish. “They were
like the MC5 and the Stooges except that they were funny
and ironic,” Fields says in the book. “And, like Jews, they
were steeped in the showbiz tradition.”
Singer Joey Ramone (who was born Jeffrey Hyman)
and drummer Tommy Ramone (born Thomas Erdelyi to
Hungarian Holocaust survivors) were both Jewish. As
Michael Croland, author of “Oy Oy Oy Gevalt! Jews and

Punk,” points out, the band also consciously toyed with
Nazi themes and imagery, as evidenced in songs like
“Blitzkrieg Bop” and “Commando.”
“While he laments this lack of virility and toughness,
he also loves the braininess,” Beeber said.
The author said that what Fields loved about the Ramones
when he saw them “is that they were like the MC5 and the
Stooges, and yet they were also like a self-conscious joke
about those kind of bands.”
“Danny Says” follows Fields’ exploits, from doing drugs
with Morrison, the Doors’ lead singer, to nearly getting
punched in the face by a co-worker at Elektra. Legends like
Iggy Pop, Alice Cooper and Patti Smith’s Jewish guitarist
Lenny Kaye offer amusing personal anecdotes.
However, the film omits Fields’ post-Ramones life.
He eventually fell from the industry’s inner circles and
returned to journalism. Now 77 and still living in New
York, Fields earlier this year released a book of Ramones
photographs. He had vowed never to watch the final cut
of the film about him, but wound up viewing a DVD that
director Brendan Toller left him.
See “Rock” on page 12

Danny Fields, center, without black jacket, with the
members of the Ramones. (Photo courtesy of Magnolia
Pictures)

7 Court St., Suite 3, Binghamton, NY 13901 • (607)722-0039
www.citreapizza.com

COME ENJOY OUR
WOODFIRE OVEN PIZZAS & SMALL PLATES!
Open daily at 4pm
Lunch at Citrea
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 11:30am til 2pm
Open for brunch Saturday and Sunday at 11am
(Now accepting American Express)

See what’s brewing
in

To advertise,
please contact
Bonnie Rozen at
724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org

Gift Cards Available
x

Bring Your Own Wine
Rocket Center
584 Upper Court Street
Binghamton, NY 13904

Tel. 607.775.9499
Fax. 607.775.9000

Mon. - Fri. 11-9
Sat. 12-9
Closed Sundays

ORTESE

Restaurant
Italian-American
Cuisine

Try Our Famous Steaks, Prime Rib,
Thick Pork Chops, Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Including Homemade Pasta Dishes & Desserts.

Complete Menu for
Take-Out & Pizza 723-6477
For Dinner Reservations Call 723-6440

Danny Fields, right, with Andy Warhol, left, and Lou Reed,
center, at a David Johansen show at the Bottom Line in
New York City on July 20,1978. (Photo by Ebet Roberts/
Redferns/Getty Images)

Hours: Mon. 11:30 am -10 pm • Tues. Closed
Wed.–Thurs. 11:30 am -10 pm • Fri.– Sat. 11:30 am -11 pm
Sun. 12 - 9 pm

117 Robinson St. on Binghamton’s East Side

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

All Major Credit Cards

www.corteserestaurant.com
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Weekly Parasha
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Who was the first Jew?

Noach, Genesis 6:9-11:32
How we understand the meaning of a story depends on
where it begins or ends. The rabbis who divided the Torah
into different parshiot knew this and carefully chose which
parts of the biblical stories they wanted to emphasize. For
example, next week’s parasha, Lech Lecha, begins with
God telling Abram to leave his father’s home and travel to
the land of Canaan. Numerous midrash discuss why God
chose Abram and rabbis for centuries have praised Abram’s
bravery in not questioning God’s word. However, when we
consider a verse in this week’s parasha, Noach, it’s possible to
view the events of next week’s through a very different light.
Parashat Noach closes with a genealogy that ends with

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR, THE REPORTER
the death of Abram’s father, Terah. The second-to-last verse
contains a detail that usually goes unnoticed, because we
rarely connect it to the events that follow. In fact, the genealogy usually is considered important only in learning
Abram’s family history.
The last two verses of the parasha state, “And Terah
took Abram, his son; and Lot, the son of Haran, the
son of his son; and Sarai, his daughter-in-law, the wife
of Abram, his son; and they went out from Ur of the
Chaldes to go to the land of Canaan and they came to
Haran and they lived there. And the days of Terah were
205 and he died in Haran.” (Genesis 11:31-32) Most

commentators only concern themselves with the last
verse, which states when Terah died. In chapter 12:5, the
reader learns that Abraham was 75 when he left Haran;
that means that Terah was still alive when he left. Why
does this fact bother them? Rashi says that the Torah
speaks of Terah’s death first so that people won’t think
that Abram broke the commandment of honoring his
father by leaving him. In addition, Rashi assumes that
Terah was wicked, since he says that the wicked are
called dead even when they are alive; therefore, Abram
could not be blamed for following God’s call. Midrash
See “First” on page 11

Congregational Notes
Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, November 4, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening service with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell
and Tyler Watkins.
On Saturday, November 5, at 9 am, there will be
religious school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat family services and
birthday blessings with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Sunday, November 6, from 10 am-4 pm, there
will be Whale of a Sale.
On Monday, November 7, from noon-4 pm, there
will be Whale of a Sale.
On Tuesday, November 8, from noon-6:30 pm, there
will be Whale of a Sale.
On Wednesday, November 9, from noon-4 pm, there
will be Whale of a Sale.
On Thursday, November 10, from noon-6:30 pm,
there will be Whale of a Sale.
On Friday, November 11, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell
and Jason Flatt.
On Saturday, November 12, at 9 am, there will be
religious school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat family services with
Orly Shoer, Karen Hammer and Jason Flatt.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs:This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.

On Saturday, November 19, at 5:30 pm, a program
TBA will be held at the Just Be Cause Center.

Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 pm;
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, November 4..................................................... 5:35 pm
Shabbat, November 5...................................................... 9 am
...........................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:20 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., November 6....................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., November 7-11............................................... 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., November 6....................................................... 4:35 pm
Mon.-Thurs., November 7-10.......................................... 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, November 12, Beth David Synagogue will
hold the next Shabbat luncheon. Professor Tony Preus will
speak about “Maimonides on Food.”

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd.
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly.
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call
the office for details.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of
the Jewish community in the area.
Services: Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm
except in December, January and February. Call for dates or
more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Friday, November 4, light candles...................... 5:35 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 5................... 6:34 pm
Friday, November 11, light candles..................... 4:27 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 12................. 5:27 pm

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, November 5, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown.
The Torah portion will be Genesis 6:9-11:32. The haftarah
will be Isaiah 54:1-55:5. Bima guest will be Al Lavker.
On Sunday, November 6, at 10 am, Interim Rabbi
Geoffrey Brown will speak at the Temple Israel/Temple
Concord adult education brunch at the temple. Brown’s
talk will be “Responsum: How the rabbis interface the
modern world with ancient halachah.” He will guide
the group in an exploration of the practice of the rabbis
throughout the ages in dealing with their contemporary
issues related to halachah.
On Sunday, November 13, at 9:30 am, there will be a
Temple Israel Sisterhood/Men’s Club breakfast, featuring
Chuck D’Imperio, an upstate New York morning radio
personality. The cost will be $5 per person. To RSVP,
call the temple office.
On Friday, November 18, there will be Shabbat Across
America services at 6 pm, followed by a meat dinner at
6:30 pm. The event will be co-sponsored by the Ramah
Camp Movement. Childcare is available for 2-12-yearolds. Admission will cost $12 for adults or $6 for children
3-years and older. Reservations will be required by Tuesday,
November 15, by calling or e-mailing the temple office.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Wednesday, November 16, at 7:30 pm, Daniel
Schwarz will discuss “The Legacy and Achievement of
Elie Wiesel.”

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.
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Chicago

residents have nicknamed the city “Chi-raq,” a portmanteau
of Chicago and Iraq, because it can feel like a war zone.
Manasseh, however, has found some success in curbing the violence, and she’s looking to build upon it. She
founded a nonprofit, Mothers Against Senseless Killings,
which has raised approximately $20,000 to fund the street
corner presence and support cash-strapped young men who
might otherwise turn to crime.
Following a dispute with the landlord of the building next
to their usual spot, the group, known as MASK, is raising
more money to buy the vacant lot across the street, where
they can set up a permanent play area for kids. MASK has
spawned offshoots in Staten Island, NY, and Evansville, IN.
“When your parents are home watching every move
you make, would you and your siblings set the house on
fire? Probably not,” she said. “All it took was people being
there. Some of these kids, they’ve never had anybody there
looking out for them.”
Manasseh grew up attending Beth Shalom B’nai Zaken
Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation, an African-American
Hebrew Israelite congregation on the South Side, as well
as Akiba-Schechter, a local Jewish day school that was
affiliated with the Conservative movement at the time.
Before Manasseh was born, her mother had “reverted,”
in Manasseh’s words, to Judaism.
Although she was born and raised Jewish, at age 30
Manasseh decided to undergo a confirmation of her Judaism, which involved immersion in a ritual bath, supervised
by Rabbi Capers Funnye, who leads Beth Shalom B’nai
Zaken. Her children underwent similar processes at the

Cornell

time of their bat and bar mitzvahs.
Last year, Funnye was appointed head of the International
Israelite Board of Rabbis, an African Hebrew Israelite body.
Although the Hebrew Israelite movement is usually considered outside the mainstream by Judaism’s main denominations, Funnye has undergone a conversion by Conservative
rabbis and is a member of the Chicago Board of Rabbis.
Manasseh is pursuing her rabbinic ordination at the
Israelite Academy, the Hebrew Israelite rabbinical school,
where she’s been studying part-time for seven years.
Should she graduate next year, she will be the first woman
to receive ordination from the academy. But though she
was raised in the movement and is set to hold its rabbinic
degree, she does not identify as a Hebrew Israelite. She
identifies as a Jew – full stop.
“If you have to look a certain way to be a Jew, that’s a
bad thing,” she said. “I think if you have to look a certain
way to be a Hebrew Israelite, that’s a bad thing. So no,
I’m just a Jew, I’m just Jewish. Because even the Hebrew
Israelite movement is born out of the black nationalist
movement, and it has something to do with race. And you
cannot have race and religion occupying the same space.”
MASK isn’t explicitly Jewish, but it is infused with
Jewish themes and language. One of the group’s projects,
which has planted 10 Crimson King maple trees around
Chicago in memory of gun victims, is inspired by the Jewish
arboreal holiday of Tu B’Shevat, she said. The trees’ leaves
are red to symbolize the blood of the victims.
The group held a concluding service for Yom Kippur
that, along with traditional elements like the Amidah prayer
Continued from page 1

(2012) and “Ghosts of Home: The Afterlife of Czernowitz
in Jewish Memory,” co-authored with Leo Spitzer (2010).
With Spitzer, she is currently working on the book “School
Photos in Liquid Time: Archives of Possibility.” She is
also working on a book on memory studies and practices,
“Memory for the Future: Bodies, Sites, Archives, Action.”
Spitzer is the Kathe Tappe Vernon Professor of History
Emeritus at Dartmouth College. His most recent book,
co-authored with Hirsch, is “Ghosts of Home: The Afterlife of Czernowitz in Jewish Memory” (2010). He is

Grief

what that meant. By rabbinic times, two types of afterlife
were alternately offered: one where people lived in a type
of heaven and another that included bodily resurrection
from the grave at a future time. Rabbinic texts argue about
what each of these meant – with their interpretations also
changing over time.
However, “After One-Hundred-and-Twenty” is not a
scholarly work in the sense that Halkin systematically
seeks to include all Jewish thoughts about death and
dying. After looking at the rabbinic arguments, he offers
his own thoughts, which usually focus on the problems
with this discussion. He pokes holes in their logic and
notes how even if they are correct, he doesn’t particularly

First

also the author of “Hotel Bolivia: The Culture of Memory
in a Refuge from Nazism” (1998); “Lives in Between:
Assimilation and Marginality in Austria, Brazil and West
Africa” (1989); “The Creoles of Sierra Leone: Responses
to Colonialism” (1974); and co-editor, with Mieke Bal and
Jonathan Crewe, of “Acts of Memory: Cultural Recall in
the Present” (1999). He is currently working on a memoir
about German-Jewish refugees in New York in the decade
of the 1950s and, with Hirsch, on a book on school photos,
“School Photos in Liquid Time: Archives of Possibility.”
Continued from page 2
like the ideas – any of the ideas from the Bible through
Maimonides to contemporary times. Halkin also writes
about his parents’ deaths and includes thoughts of his
own future demise.
Halkin’s prose flows nicely and his book is easy to read.
Its combination of personal and scholarly doesn’t always
jell – so those looking for a systematic look at Jewish ideas
of death may want to look elsewhere. Halkin has not faced
any unusual griefs – for example, his parents died in old
age and he has not lost a sibling, spouse or child – so he
offers no words of comfort for those who have. However,
his reflections on his own mortality offer insights in the
human fear of death.

Page 11 - The Reporter

Continued from page 7
and shofar blowing, featured volunteers reading out names
of shooting victims.
Manasseh isn’t the only Jewish activist working to fight
gun violence. Last year, the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs, a Chicago social justice group, joined a campaign to
persuade the University of Chicago to build a trauma center
on its medical campus to better serve shooting victims.
The university broke ground on the center in September.
“One of the ways we could add value was we had access
to people in positions of power,” said Judy Levey, JCUA’s
executive director. “We’re not there to target the Jews
by any stretch, but in some campaigns, there are Jews in
positions of leadership and that helps.”
In addition, Funnye is part of a coalition of faith leaders
that helps combat gun violence by engaging with young
men on the streets through local activist groups. While few
black men on the South Side are Jewish, Funnye – who
incidentally is a cousin of Michelle Obama – said his
religion doesn’t get in the way of connecting with them.
“Before they see me being a Jew, they see me as being a
black man, and they see me as being a black man that’s
interested in them, and then they see that I’m a rabbi,”
Funnye said. “This is an individual they can interface with.”
Funnye remembers Manasseh composing Jewish songs
as a 14-year-old in his congregation and isn’t surprised
that she has applied her Jewish learning to community
organizing. “Her pulpit is on the corner,” Funnye said.
“She is practicing her rabbinate. I think that she is sincere
and I think the people she approaches on the block feel
the depths of her sincerity.”
While more than two dozen Chicago Jewish clergy
pledged to support the trauma center campaign, and some
have spoken out against gun violence or attended events,
Manasseh wants to see more of them on the street with
her. She met with JTA at a Hyde Park cafe surrounded
by greenery, upscale shops and University of Chicago
buildings. It’s just four miles from her intersection, but
psychologically a world away. It felt like an incongruous
place to talk about gun violence in a poor neighborhood.
But if Manasseh also felt the conversation was out of
context, she wasn’t bothered by it. She wore a Chicago
Cubs hat and sweatshirt – risky apparel on the South Side,
which is White Sox country – and exuded confidence and
focus. After a lifetime of sticking out – first by virtue of
being a black Jewish woman, and then by becoming the
first woman to try for ordination in her movement – she
feels other Jews could benefit by leaving their comfort zone.
“It’s all smoke and mirrors,” she said, referring to some
Jewish efforts against gun violence. “There are many Jewish
social justice organizations that are able to do as much as
they can to make themselves look good, but nothing that
will have impact in the long run. I want to see them be the
Jews they claim they are.”

Continued from page 10

confirm this opinion of Terah by calling him an idol
maker who didn’t appreciate his son’s vision of one God.
However, verse 32 contains a fact that rarely receives
comment. It is not Abram who first leads his family toward
Canaan. The verse clearly states that Terah left Ur and was
headed to Canaan. Somehow he never managed to finish the
trip, but settled in Haran. Why did he leave his homeland?
The Torah doesn’t tell us. However, it’s not unreasonable
to assume that he also received instructions from God
telling him to travel to the new land. After all, God spoke
to his great-great-great-great-great-great-great-grandfather
Noah. Commentators assume that Noah’s descendants
became idol worshipers, but the text never says that. They
probably worshiped the same God as their ancestors and,
like Noah, obeyed God’s commands. Why doesn’t the
Torah say that God called to Terah? Probably because he
failed at his mission. He was supposed to take the family
to Canaan, but, for reasons the text never mentions, was
either unable or unwilling to do so. The family mission
then fell to the next in line, Abram.
The assumption that God was Abram’s family god, and
that it was not unusual for God to speak to family members, makes it easier to understand why Abram obeyed
God’s command and moved to Canaan. Just as when God
told Noah to build an ark and Noah built an ark without

questioning God’s will, God tells Abram to move to Canaan and Abram moves to Canaan without questioning
God’s will. Abram was just following family tradition.
This explanation frees us from the need for elaborate
midrash explaining how Abram came to know there was
one God, or risked his life to worship God. The biblical text
doesn’t explain this in more detail because there was no
need. What Abram did was completely understandable in
the context of his family’s history and relationship to God.
Does this make Terah the first Jew, since it was he who
began the journey? I would argue against that, since he
was deflected from his task and failed to complete it. The
text follows the story of Abram because he did succeed. I
would suggest, however, that we stop thinking of Terah as
an unworthy idol worshiper. Even if he did not make the
final leg of the journey to Canaan, it was he who first risked
leaving the land of his ancestors for the promise of a new land.
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British Jews call for action against
“violent” anti-Israel protesters

The representative body of British Jews called on the University College London to sanction students who disrupted an
event organized by supporters of Israel. The Board of Deputies
of British Jews issued its statement on Oct. 28 about an event at
UCL the previous night in which “a hate-filled mob supporting
the worst kind of extremism in the Middle East once again
trampled on free speech at a leading U.K. campus,” the board’s
vice president, Marie van der Zyl, wrote in a statement. The
police were called and the venue was changed several times
as pro-Palestinian activists shouted slogans that prevented the
event from starting, and then physically blocked the entrance
to prevent the audience and organizers from leaving, according
to the board. “We deplore the aggressive and intimidating
protests,” van der Zyl said of the incident, which Devora
Khafi, campus director of StandWithUs UK, described as
antisemitic. “Last night I and fellow students were barricaded
in by violent extremists,” Khafi wrote in a separate statement,
detailing how she experienced the event. “Students under
threat, holed up in a room, facing abuse and violence – just
because they are Jewish.” The event was organized by UCL
Friends of Israel Society and King’s College London’s Israel
Society with speaker Hen Mazzig, an Israeli peace activist. A
few dozen students showed up for the event, as did a similar
number of protesters. “We call on UCL to initiate a strong
disciplinary process against the perpetrators,” van der Zyl
wrote. “We will be raising this across Government today and
in a meeting with the Home Secretary on Monday [Oct. 31].
This abuse must have no place on our campuses.” The week
of Oct. 21, Universities UK, the umbrella group representing
university heads, published a 114-page document on the steps
that faculty should take to deal with hate crimes, including
antisemitism, which affect students. British university bosses
should work more closely with Jewish community leaders in
order to “better understand antisemitism,” the report stated.

Hungarian church to build Torah ark for
synagogue ravaged in fire

A Methodist church in Hungary offered to pay for the
construction of Torah ark for a Budapest synagogue ravaged

by fire. The Zuglo Synagogue in the Hungarian capital’s 14th
district sustained heavy damage in a blaze that broke out the
night of Oct. 24, possibly as a result of an electric failure.
No one was injured, but the synagogue’s Torah scroll was
destroyed in one of the areas that was heavily damaged, the
Mazsihisz umbrella group of Hungarian Jewish communities
wrote in a statement. “Our Methodist friends, the Hungarian
Evangelical Fellowship, informed us that they will cover the
expenses of a new Torah Ark for the Zuglo congregation,”
Mazsihisz wrote. Beth Orim, a Reform congregation, is
raising donations among its members to pay for renovations at the Zuglo, which serves a Neolog congregation – a
Hungarian stream close to Conservative Judaism. While the
exact causes of the fire are still under investigation, it is not
believed to have been caused by arsonists, Mazsihisz added.

New Moscow shul opens

The Jewish community of Moscow celebrated the
opening of a new synagogue opposite a state university.
The Moscow shul opened in September near the Moscow
State Institute of International Relations University of the
Russian Foreign Ministry. It features a Jewish community
center with a synagogue and a kosher café, according to the
news site Davydov. It is one of several dozen synagogues
opened in recent years across Russia by the Chabad-affiliated Federation of Jewish Communities of Russia.

Four stolen Torahs mysteriously
returned to Brooklyn synagogue

Days after they were stolen from a Brooklyn synagogue,
four Torah scrolls worth $240,000 were found mysteriously
returned in garbage bags on the building’s doorstep. The
scrolls taken on Oct. 25 by an unidentified individual from
the Avenue O Synagogue were discovered by a member
of the Sephardic shul late Oct. 27as he was leaving after a
study session, the Flatbush Jewish Community Coalition
said in a statement on Oct. 28. He “noticed large bags that
were mysteriously placed by the shul’s door which contained the missing Torahs,” the statement said. Surveillance
video showed a young man wearing a kippah entering the
synagogue in the Midwood section and leaving with the
scrolls during the Simchat Torah holiday, according to local
news reports. The scrolls were taken at about 1 am on Oct.
25. It is not known whether the thief is Jewish.

Dozens of Israeli defense officials, journalists and even
lawmakers were listed in documents containing the names
of alleged spies for the Soviet Union’s KGB intelligence
arm, mostly in the 1950s. Among the names listed in the
documents published on Oct. 28 by the Yediot Achronot daily
was Moshe Sneh, a senior member of the Haganah prestate
military organization and subsequently a lawmaker for the
left-wing Mapam and Maki, the Communist Party in Israel.
The documents were declassified in Britain earlier this year
after being kept under wraps for decades. According to the
documents cited in the report, Sneh provided information to
the Russians about Israeli foreign policy and was a source
for the information sent by the Soviet Embassy in Tel Aviv
to Moscow regarding the positive attitude of Israel’s first
foreign minister, Moshe Sharett, toward the United States in
the 1950s. Sneh was one of a number of Israelis mentioned
in KGB documents as having served as agents of Soviet
intelligence. The documents were copied by a KGB agent,
Vasili Mitrokhin, who moved to Great Britain from Russia.
The first part of the list includes politicians, military men, Shin
Bet security services personnel, defense industries employees,
journalists, clerics and foreign diplomats who served in Israel.
Ephraim Sneh, Moshe Sneh’s son, disputed the veracity of
the KGB file, denying his father was an agent. Among the
other politicians from the Israeli left named in the documents
as KGB agents was Yaakov “Kuba” Riftin, who served as a
Mapam lawmaker in the Knesset from 1949-65. According
to the documents, Riftin regularly sent the Russians classified
papers, including those designated top secret. His son, Giora,
insisted his father did nothing of the kind, Haaretz reported.
Elazar Granot, also of Mapam, appears on the list as well.
Granot served as a member of the Knesset Foreign Affairs
and Defense Committee and as party secretary. His son told
Yediot that his father did in fact meet with Russian diplomats,
but added that he had no access to classified information. He
also said the Russians brought with them “excellent Hungarian sausages” as a gift to his father. Also mentioned are
Yaakov Vardi, a member of the leadership of the left-wing
Hashomer Hatzair Zionist youth movement and one of the
founding fathers of Israel’s water economy, and Shlomo
Shamli, a member of Maki’s central committee. According
to the report, the papers indicate that the KGB also recruited
Samuel Machtei, who had a classified position in the Israel
Aerospace Industries and was involved in the design of the
Lavi jet plane. He told Yediot in response that he “wasn’t
connected to that at all.” Also mentioned is Gregory Londin,
who worked in a factory for the maintenance and renovation
of Merkava tank engines. Londin was arrested in 1988 and
served a prison sentence in Israel for espionage.

Jewish Federations of N. America board
votes to allow some West Bank visits
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The Board of Trustees of the Jewish Federations of North
America voted to allow some of its missions to Israel to visit
the West Bank. “Today, the JFNA Board of Trustees approved
a number of appropriate and necessary protocols to support
the advocacy and education trips of the IAN [Israel Action
Network],” JFNA said in a statement on Oct. 26 following
a board meeting via conference call. “This vote ensures that
IAN will continue to travel to Israel and the surrounding
areas not historically visited by JFNA staff.” The meeting
was led by the JFNA’s chairman, Richard Sandler, and was
limited only to voting JFNA trustees, Haaretz reported. At
issue are missions to Israel and the West Bank of Partners for
Peace, a program of the JFNA affiliate Israel Action Network,
which takes its delegations to Palestinian towns under the
control of the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. The
Israel Action Network came under the management of JFNA
six months ago and was set to leave on Oct. 30 on its first
mission since the change in leadership. It was previously part
of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs. It is not yet clear
whether the vote is specifically for Israel Action Network
trips or a wholesale change to JFNA policy, according to
the Forward. In an e-mail sent to trustees and obtained by
the Jewish Journal of Los Angeles, which first reported the
possible policy change, JFNA CEO Jerry Silverman said
that JFNA believes “authorizing the entry of IAN missions
into the P.A. is in the best interest of the Federation system.”
The vote raises concerns that participants on trips that travel
to the West Bank would be exposed to one side of the story
if they visited Jewish settlements in the West Bank while
avoiding Palestinian areas, according to the Jewish Journal.

Rock

Continued from page 9
Though his peak years in the industry have passed,
praise is still heaped on Fields. One could “make a convincing case that without Danny Fields, punk rock would
not have happened,” The New York Times wrote in 2014.
The dedication of rock journalist Legs McNeil’s 1996 book
“Please Kill Me: The Uncensored Oral History of Punk”
reads: “This book is dedicated to Danny Fields, forever
the coolest guy in the room.”
As Beeber puts it, Fields remains “forever at heart a nice
Jewish boy who embodied punk’s simultaneous reaction
against yet embrace of New York Jewishness.” Not a bad
reputation to have.

