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At right: JCC Kids 
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Creative kids at the JCC

JCC Stage Door Canteen is this year’s an-
nual Jewish Community Center fund-raiser 
to support the JCC’s sports programming. 
It will be held on Saturday, December 3, 
from 7-10 pm. The event will cost $50 per 
person, with additional sponsorship levels 
available. Reservations can be made by 

JCC Stage Door Canteen to present Swing Street 
Station on Dec. 3 to benefit sports programming

calling 724-2417. The entire community 
will be welcome and has been encouraged 
to attend.

The event will feature live music from 
Swing Street Station, a singing group in-
cluding Jan and Shannon DeAngelo, Alex 
Mendoza and Tom Federowicz. DeAngelo 

noted that this group has performed as far 
away as the St. Louis Jazz Club in Rome, 
Italy, “all around the eastern seaboard” and 
at the Times Square Marriott Marquis hotel 
with the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra. The 
program will feature a selection of swing 
music and dancing, as well as memories of 

the Broadway stage door canteens of the 
1930s and ‘40s. The event will also feature 
food and casino games, such as over-and-
under tables and blackjack.

The fund-raiser will support the Jewish 
Community Center’s youth and adult sports 
programming, including the Sunday Hoop-
sters program, Elite Product Training, Men’s 
Basketball Leagues and the Duck N’ Dive 
Dodgeball Tournament. These programs are 
designed and managed by Dan Whalen, the 
JCC health, physical education and recreation 
director. According to Whalen, “The main 
focus of our sports programs is to strengthen 
our community and provide a safe place for 
our youth to grow. This is a great opportunity 
for all of us to come together as a community. 
Doing so, we will all have a great time and 
support a great cause.”

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca will hold its 
annual Chanukah Festival and Jewish Book 
Fair on Sunday, December 11, from 9 am-3 
pm, in anticipation of the holiday, which 
will begin this year on Saturday, December 
24. The temple is located at the corner of 
Court and Tioga streets in downtown Ithaca. 
The event, which will be free and open to 
the public, will feature an indoor market 
with traditional holiday foods, the music of 
klezmer musicians and a Chanukah sing-
along. The main attractions are a day-long 
holiday crafts fair and a Jewish book fair.

Crafts for sale will all be by local artists 
and will include jewelry, textiles, wooden 
toys, ceramics and honey and other apiary 
products. This year’s event will also feature 
the participation by Graham Ottoson, of 
Gourdlandia, who makes products from 
the shells of gourds.

Attendees can participate in the Cha-
nukah Sing-along/Dance-along from 
noon-12:30 pm. Other family activities 
will include storytelling from 1-1:30 pm, 
in celebration of the PJ Library Jewish Sto-
rybook Program, and family craft activities 
from 1:30-3 pm.

The book fair will offer many different 
types of books, aimed to appeal to varied 
Jewish interests. Volunteers from Sister-
hood of Temple Beth-El selected the books, 
and worked with Buffalo Street Books this 
year to provide access to volumes said to 
be “rarely found” in local bookstores. The 
selection will include fiction, non-fiction, 
cookbooks and books for grade school, 
middle and young adult readers. Some of 
the many titles available will be “Farmer 
Kobi’s Hanukkah Match” for children, the 
new cookbook “Everything I Want to Eat: 
Sqirl and the New California Cooking” 
and the fiction novel “Flying Couch: A 
Graphic Memoir.”

Noah Shenker, 6a Foundation and N. 
Milgrom Senior Lecturer in Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies within the Australian 
Centre for Jewish Civilisation at Monash 
University, will hold a talk based on his 
book “Reframing Holocaust Testimony” 

Liraz Cohen, an Israeli fashion lecturer 
and blogger, will speak at Binghamton 
University on Wednesday, December 7, 
at 7:30 pm, in room 206 of the University 
Union. The community has been invited 
to attend.

“Reframing Holocaust Testimony” to 
be topic at Cornell program on Dec. 1

(Indiana University Press, 2015) as part of 
the Cornell Jewish Studies “Technologies of 
Memory” series. The free event will be held 
on Thursday, December 1, from 5:30-7 pm, 
in White Hall 110, Cornell University, Ithaca.

“Reframing Holocaust Testimony” ex-

amines the question of how recordings of 
testimonies shape perceptions of genocide, 
from the Nazi Holocaust to Cambodia and 
Rwanda. The public has been invited and 
tickets will not be required. Contact akc52@
cornell.edu for further information.

Israeli fashion lecturer 
at BU on Dec. 7

“Liraz Cohen will offer an exciting group 
conversation full of style and glam as she 
takes you through the path of the Israeli 
fashion story from the establishment of 
the industry until today,” said organizers 
of the event.

TBE Ithaca to host Chanukah Festival 
and Book Fair on Dec. 11

The Annual Chanukah Festival is sup-
ported by the Temple Beth-El Arts Commit-
tee and the Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El. 
For more information, contact Temple 
Beth-El at 273-5775 or 257-9924, or look 
for its schedule online at www.tbeithaca.org.

Allen Lutins and David Zakalik performed 
at the 2015 Chanukah Festival.

Community members participated in a 
Chanukah sing-along at the 2015 Chanukah 
Festival.

See “Swing” on page 6
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In My Own Words

Now that the rush and stress of the Thanksgiving 
holiday is over, we can take a moment to think about the 
real meaning of the day. Some scholars think that the 
source of the original Thanksgiving was Sukkot – that 
the Pilgrims were trying to recreate the Jewish harvest 
festival in their new home. When I talk about the holiday, 
I often emphasize how important a good harvest was to 
our ancestors. With no grocery stores, trucks or planes, 
a bad harvest meant you would go hungry before the end 
of the winter season, which, in turn, meant that weaker 
members of the family were more susceptible to disease 
and death.

Thanksgiving, though, was never a particularly import-
ant holiday in my family, and grew even less so as time 
passed. A few years ago, my mother and I stayed home and 
relaxed without making a special meal. When my father 
was still alive, we usually went out for Chinese. I’ve had 
some wonderful dinners at friends’ homes, but if nothing 
gets scheduled, I’m happy to just enjoy a day off.

Gratitude
That doesn’t mean I’m not grateful for the gifts I’ve 

been given; it’s just I normally celebrate them on Jewish 
time. For example, each Shabbat, I try to appreciate the 
good things that happened during the prior week. On the 
High Holidays, I note the larger things for which I should 
feel grateful. Sukkot reminds me of the importance of the 
Earth and the bounty it gives us. Passover tells us we should 
never take our freedom for granted – with the additional 
reminder that no one is truly free until everyone is free.

Yet, I understand the importance of family and/or friends 
gathering together. Last month, I was invited to dinner by 
a couple I’ve been friends with for several decades. Their 
children – whom I’ve known since they were young – and 
spouses were visiting with my friends’ grandchildren. After 
dinner, I watched the young people (well, young relative to 
me) talk about this latest generation. I could see the grat-
itude on my friends’ faces for what they have been given. 
It wasn’t the food (although the dinner was wonderful): 
it’s the love and the connections that warm our hearts.

So take a moment to appreciate the good things in 
your life. This is not to negate the feelings of those in 
pain – physical or mental– or the anguish of those who 
lack even the basic necessities. But, those of us who have 
food, clothing and shelter should try to be grateful for those 
blessings, if only so we will be willing to help those who 
truly are in need.

There is a Chasidic tale about a rich man who brags to 
his rabbi that he eats only bread and water. The rabbi orders 
the man to eat meat (something which only the rich could 
afford on a regular basis). The rabbi’s students wonder 
why he tells the man to change his diet. The rabbi notes 
that if a rich man thinks he can exist on bread and water, 
then he will believe the poor can exist by eating stones. 
To me, this means we need to focus on the good in our life 
so that we will be willing to help others. That may seem 
like a contradiction, but if we feel deprived, then – like the 
rich man in the story – we may think that others should be 
satisfied with even less.

Why a rabbi under the chuppah may boost Jewish 
engagement in intermarried homes

By Leonard Saxe and Fern Chertok
WALTHAM, MA (JTA) – At a summit meeting held re-

cently at the National Museum of American Jewish History, 
several hundred communal professionals, rabbis, scholars, 
philanthropists and young intermarried couples gathered 
to discuss engagement of interfaith families in Jewish life.

There is widespread communal agreement that inter-
marriage has reshaped the landscape of American Jewish 
life, but a lack of consensus regarding how best to respond 
to this development. At the forefront of the controversy 
has been rabbinic officiation at intermarriage ceremonies.

For some, the debate over whether a rabbi or cantor 
should conduct an interfaith wedding hinges on theological 
questions. But for many, the debate is also about the impact 
that rabbinic officiation might have on the Jewish character 
of the homes and families these couples create. Contrary to 
the long-held assumption that choosing a Jewish officiant 
is a symbolic, not a substantive act, we now have strong 
evidence of the association between rabbinic officiation at 

intermarriages and the couples’ subsequent involvement 
in Jewish life.

Our new report, “Under the Chuppah: Rabbinic Officia-
tion and Intermarriage,” explores the trajectories of Jewish 
engagement of a large group of young adult Jews married 
to Jewish and non-Jewish spouses. As part of a long-term 
follow-up study of 2001-09 applicants to Birthright Israel, 
we surveyed 1,200 married young adults. We explored dif-
ferences among three groups of couples: inmarried couples, 
intermarried couples who had a sole Jewish clergy officiant 
(i.e., no non-Jewish co-officiant) and intermarried couples 
who married under other auspices such as a justice of the 
peace, friend or family member.

The data is unequivocal that intermarried couples 
whose weddings were officiated by Jewish clergy as the 
only officiant are more highly engaged in Jewish life than 
other intermarried couples.

Among the intermarried couples married by a rabbi or 
cantor, the overwhelming majority (85 percent) of those 

who now have children reported that the religion in which 
their children are being raised is Judaism.

This is in stark contrast to the intermarried couples who 
did not have a sole Jewish officiant, of whom 23 percent 
are raising their children Jewish. Consistent with these 
findings, one-third of intermarried couples who had a rabbi 
or cantor as sole officiant are synagogue members. This 
number is more than four times higher than the rate for 
intermarried couples married by another type of officiant. 
These differences persist even when the gender, Jewish 
background and college Jewish experiences of the Jewish 
spouse are taken into account.

On the two measures that have been at the heart of the 
controversy about Jewish officiation at intermarriages — 
synagogue membership and raising children Jewish — in-
termarried couples with sole Jewish clergy officiation are 
not very different from inmarried couples (that is, Jews who 
marry Jews). The rates of synagogue membership are 34 
See “Chuppah” on page 3

Watching “Fiddler on the Roof” with my daughters
By Ariel Chesler

(Kveller via JTA) – Watching “Fiddler on the Roof” with 
my children for the first time recently was illuminating in 
ways I had not considered.

I knew my daughters would be taken in by the music, 
which remains as joyful, vibrant and moving as ever. I 
knew they would appreciate seeing some of the traditions 
we carry on in our own home. And I knew they would get 
wrapped up in the on-screen relationships, the matchmak-
ing, the comedy of errors, the breaking of tradition and 
declarations of love. The humor and hope expressed in 
the film are contagious.

And then suddenly I found myself concerned as I 
watched my daughters taking in the end of the wedding 
scene when Russians break up the celebration, destroy 
gifts and attack the village.

I paused the film.
The truth is that it is painful to have to talk to our children 

about such things. I think we would all prefer to teach them 
to be proud of their heritage, to enjoy our traditions and 
holidays, and to have only positive feelings about who they 
are. Of course, as Jews, even some of our holidays demand 
a discussion of painful things: enslavement, oppression, Jew 
hatred. Yet discussing slavery in Egypt, or defeating Haman, 

or the Macabees’ victory, seems safe because it is so distant.
In the present moment, my mind is drawn to “the 

talk” so many black parents have had with their children 
for generations – a talk that is more necessary than ever 
given the rate at which black men and boys are killed in 
this country. Indeed, a new video seems to surface every 
minute, a new protest every week. The names begin to 
blend into each other just as the names of murdered Jews 
over the millennia might.

I am reminded that I’ve already been forced to discuss 
hatred and violence against Jews with my children when 
See “Fiddler” on page 6

Last year, your Federation decided to change the timing 
of the Campaign so that we could better, and hopefully 
wisely, allocate the funds that we hoped to gather to our 
local Jewish agencies. I have repeatedly stated that this is 
a remarkable community and it truly is. When I became 
the executive director, we had more than 600 donors. Last 

Hello – this is Sima
year, there were just over 400 – but the amount we raised 
was almost the same. This community does what it needs 
to keep us whole. Thank you!

Next Tuesday, November 29, the board will meet to allocate 
the funds. We need to know from those we have been unable 
to reach if and what amount you will promise to give to the 

Federation in 2017. If you have not yet pledged for 2017, please 
call the office at 724-2332 before next Wednesday, November 
30, and let us know. And when you do that, say “Hello” and 
let’s talk about our community. This Thanksgiving, as we 
gather with family and friends, I know I will be thankful for 
having moved here and being part of this community.
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OF NOTE

Head
Eileen and Tom Head have announced the engagement 

of their daughter, Hadassah Head, to Jeffrey Mativetsky, 
son of Leonard Mativetsky, of Montreal, Canada, and Esty 
Feldman, of Montreal. A May wedding is being planned 
in Binghamton.

Sussman to speak on Hanukkah House Museum
This year, 2016, is the 20th anniversary of Hanukkah 

House Museum, which is held in the Kilmer Mansion at 
Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. To celebrate, 
museum founder Rabbi Lance Sussman, Ph.D., will speak 
on Wednesday, November 30, at 7:30 pm, in the Temple 
Concord social hall. He will discuss “The Eternal Miracle, 
Hanukkah and its Adaptations.” Refreshments and a ques-
tion-and-answer period will follow. A tour of the museum 
will be included. The event will be open to the public.

Reservations for the event will be appreciated by 
calling 723-7355. The fee for Sussman’s presentation 
will be $5, payable at the door. His talk will discuss the 
Americanization of Chanukah, as well as some history of 

By Paula Rubin
Craig Goldman will be the featured speaker at the next 

Beth David Shabbat luncheon, scheduled for Saturday, 
December 10, at the synagogue, 39 Riverside Dr., Bing-
hamton. His talk will address the importance of play in 
people’s daily lives. The talk will follow the free luncheon 
after services. Everyone in the community is invited to all 
of the events.

Goldman was born in Binghamton. He has more 
than 30 years of experience in the recreation and 
physical education field. Starting at the Binghamton 

Importance of play to be topic for Dec. 10
Beth David Shabbat luncheon

Craig Goldman

Jewish Community Center and moving on to 
various JCCs in New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut for 12 years, his resume includes 
running health clubs, directing children’s 
and sports programs, and directing summer 
camps. Since 1997, he has been working at 
the Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy and Rae 
Kushner Yeshiva high school in Livingston, 
NJ, as the physical education teacher and 
athletic director.

Citing statistics from the past two decades, 

Goldman noted that “obesity is on the rise, 
academic goals are not being met and we have 
a major socialization challenge within society.” 
His talk will address these issues and the role of 
play as a practice for adult life.

The Beth David luncheons are free and open 
to the entire community. Donations to sponsor 
all or part of any luncheon for any reason, from 
a simcha to a memorial, are said to be “greatly 
appreciated.” For more information, call Beth 
David Synagogue at 722-1793.

Hanukkah House Museum. The seasonal teaching museum 
will open on Tuesday, November 29, at 5 pm. The museum 
is free; non-perishable food donations to CHOW will be 
appreciated.

Sussman, who came to Temple Concord from Temple 
Beth El in Endicott, is now in his 15th year as senior rabbi 
at Reform Congregation Kenesseth Israel in Elkins Park, 
PA. An author and lecturer, Sussman has published nu-
merous books and articles, and has served as an editor of  
“Reform Judaism in America: A Biographical Dictionary 
and Sourcebook.” He is president of the Association for 
Progressive Judaism and is past national chairman of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis Press. He is a 

trustee of the Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the 
University of Pennsylvania, the American Jewish Historical 
Society and is a member of the Academic Advisory and 
Editorial Board of the American Jewish Archives. He is a 
past president of the Cheltenham Area Multifaith Council 
and the Delaware Valley Association of Reform Rabbis.

Previously, Sussman served as chairman of the Jewish 
Studies Department at Binghamton University. He has offered 
courses in Jewish history at Hebrew Union College in New 
York City, Rutgers University, Temple University and Princ-
eton University. He currently offers undergraduate courses in 
Jewish history at Princeton and Temple on a rotating basis, as 
well as online graduate instruction for Gratz College.

Hanukkah House Museum will be open starting Tues-
day, November 29, at 5 pm, on Tuesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays from noon-4 pm, and on Thursdays from 4-8 pm. 
It will be closed on Thanksgiving. The museum will close 
for the season on Thursday, December 29.

The theme for 2016 is Yad Vashem Righteous Among 
the Nations, the non-Jews who risked their lives to save 
Jews from the Holocaust. Several are famous, such as 
Oskar Schindler, Miep Gies and Raoul Wallenberg, but 
most are generally unknown. In a separate exhibit, the 20 
years of Hanukkah House Museum will be celebrated. 
Additionally, information from the 2014 exhibit on the 
Kilmer Mansion and family will be on display. The man-
sion was purchased shortly after Temple Concord was 
established in 1950. The Kilmer Mansion was designed 
and built in 1898 by local architect Edward Vosbury in 
the Italian renaissance and Queen Anne style.

Other Hanukkah House Museum exhibits will give 
students and visitors a sense of the historical aspect of how 
Chanukah is celebrated around the world. Bobbie King’s 
dollhouses will also be returning this year.

The Judaic Gift Shop featuring a selection of Judaica 
will be open during museum hours, except on Saturdays.

Club leaders and teachers have been encouraged to schedule 
a field trip to the museum. Groups of all sizes will be welcome. 
Tours can be scheduled mornings, afternoons or evenings any 
day of the week by contacting Carol Herz at 222-7144. For 
questions, contact Hanukkah.House.Museum@gmail.com.

BD Sisterhood holds meal

L-r: Sylvia Diamond, Rhonda Levine, Susan Hubal, 
Arline Kutz, Marlene Serkin, Claire Ladenheim, Marcy 
Yonaty, Rita Shawn and Kathy Shelley (partially hidden). 
(Photos by Nancy Basmann)

L-r: Adina Harkavy, Meryl Sasnowitz and Marie Werner 
put the finishing touches on the desserts while Shirley 
Lash, Krista Shoemaker and Cathy Velenchik finalized 
serving strategies. 

percent for the former versus 41 percent for the latter, and 
for raising children Jewish 85 percent versus 94 percent.

Sole Jewish officiation at intermarriages does not, 
however, fully level the playing field between intermar-
ried couples with a sole Jewish officiant and inmarried 
couples on all measures of Jewish engagement. For 
example, intermarried couples who had sole Jewish 
officiation are somewhat less likely to have a special 
meal on Shabbat.

Our study does not provide a full explanation of the 
reasons for the differences between intermarried couples 
with a sole Jewish officiant and other intermarried couples. 
In part, the decision to have a Jewish officiant likely reflects 
a continuation of the already existing Jewish trajectory of 
these couples. But it may also be that the involvement of 
Jewish clergy has an independent impact on the lives of 
intermarried couples. Interactions with Jewish clergy in 
preparation for the wedding may serve to welcome the 
non-Jewish partner into Judaism, establish the groundwork 
for a continuing relationship and affirm the couple’s prior 
decision to raise a Jewish family. Conversely, rejection 
by clergy, even with a referral to another rabbi, may have 
a negative effect.

Rabbinic officiation at intermarriage is a relatively new 
phenomenon, and we are only now beginning to see its 
effects. What does seem apparent from our research is that 
most couples who engaged rabbis for officiation purposes 
appear to have Jewish commitments that carry over past 
the wedding ceremony.

Marshall McLuhan famously cautioned, “We drive into 
the future using only our rearview mirror.” In contrast to 
demographic studies which, while valuable, tell us more 
about the past than the future, our socio-psychological 
studies of intermarried young couples shed light not only 
on the lived experiences of contemporary Jews, but also 
provide critical data for thinking about the future.

Chuppah Continued from page 2

We would like to think that our research, rather than 
viewing Jewish experience through a rearview mirror, is 
looking forward. We are discovering that the consequences 
of intermarriage that we have long expected to be devas-
tating vis-a-vis the Jewish future may not be inevitable.

Leonard Saxe is the director of the Cohen Center for 
Modern Jewish Studies of the Steinhardt Social Research 
Institute at Brandeis University. Fern Chertok is a research 
scientist at the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies.

Beth David Sisterhood members dined on a meal 
prepared by Adina Harkavy and her crew. The meal was 
free for those who paid their Sisterhood dues.

“Members enjoyed the opportunity to shmooze while 
they awaited the much anticipated drawing of the raffle prize 
winners,” said Meryl Sasnowitz, chairwoman of the event. 

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME
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By Ruth Ellen Gruber
(JTA) – When you share a name with 

someone you respect and admire, you 
always try to live up to the connection, 
because sometimes outsiders aren’t aware 
of the difference. That’s how it was for de-
cades with me and Ruth Gruber, the noted 
photojournalist, reporter and author who 
died last week at age 105 after a remarkable 
life and career.

From my first international byline, 
when I was a young intern at the Asso-
ciated Press in Rome in the 1970s (when 
Ruth was already in her 60s), right up to a 
Facebook comment just a couple months 
ago, our names, and also our shared focus 

One Ruth Gruber says good-bye to another

L-r: Pioneering photojournalist Ruth 
Gruber and longtime JTA European 
correspondent Ruth Ellen Gruber met at a 
book launch party in 1992. (Photo courtesy 
of Ruth Ellen Gruber)

Ruth Gruber, journalist who aided Shoah survivors, dies
By JTA staff

(JTA) – Ruth Gruber, an American jour-
nalist who escorted 1,000 Jewish Holocaust 
refugees from Europe to the United States, 
has died. She was 105. Gruber died on 
November 17 in her Manhattan home, The 
Washington Post reported.

She was known for her 1944 journey 
from Italy to New York aboard a ship car-

32, “Mother Ruth,” according to the Post’s 
obituary of her. Fluent in German and Yiddish, 
she organized English lessons, cared for the 
seasick and taught at least one refugee her first 
English song – “You Are My Sunshine” – the 
Boston Globe reported. Together, they made 
the two-week journey without attack, and the 
refugees arrived in the United States “safe 
beyond their most roseate dreams,” according 

rying refugees from concentration camps. 
Despite the risk of sailing on waters pa-
trolled by German submarines, then-Interior 
Secretary Harold Ickes appointed Gruber to 
travel with the refugees to “hold their hand,” 
as she recalled him telling her in “Inside of 
Time,” a book she wrote about that journey.

Aboard the ship, the refugees, some of 
them too old to walk, called Gruber, then 

to a New York Times account at the time.
Until the end of her life, Gruber remained 

convinced that the United States could have 
saved many more refugees.

Gruber worked as a photographer and 
reporter for the New York Herald Tribune 
in 1947, when she became the first Western 
journalist to visit the Soviet Arctic and the 
gulag. In 1947, she watched as a ship carry-
ing 4,000 Holocaust survivors and displaced 
persons was turned away from Palestine. 
She photographed and later chronicled 
those events in a book that Leon Uris used 
to write his best-selling novel “Exodus.”

In her 70s, she was the only foreign 
correspondent to observe Operation Mo-
ses, the airlift of Ethiopian Jews to Israel 
during famine.

Gruber, the daughter of Russian Jewish 
immigrants who settled in Brooklyn, grad-
uated from high school at 15 and from New 
York University at 18. After earning a master’s 
degree in German literature, she went to Ger-
many and, at age 20, earned a doctorate from 
the University of Cologne with a dissertation 
on the author Virginia Woolf. The New York 
Times reported at the time that she was the 
youngest German doctor of philosophy.

on Jewish affairs, have led to confusion.
It didn’t matter that she was decades 

older than I was, or that she had written 
largely about Israel and Holocaust mat-
ters and I mainly write about European 
Jewish affairs and Jewish heritage. Our 
biographies have often been conflated, 
and articles even ran with the picture of 
the wrong person.

Ruth received checks in the mail that 
were actually due to me, and a major Jewish 
organization once sent me an official letter 
announcing an award – except as I read 
through the letter I realized that the award 
was meant for her, not me.
See “Gruber” on page 10
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Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Fayetteville, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/03/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Amherst, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/11/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Ithaca, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/11/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Florence, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/11/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Not ice of  Format ion of  MDM 
Enterprises of Farmington, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/13/16.  Office location: 
Broome County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 2224 Pierce 
Creek Rd., Binghamton, NY  13903.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

801 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of 801 Gage 
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary 
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office 
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent for service of 
process against it. NYSS shall mail 
process to 1963 Bradley Creek 
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

 State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary of
 State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 136 Main
 Street, Binghamton, NY 13905.

5. The character or purpose
 of the business of the LLC
 is any purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY UNDER THE

NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY LAW

Notice is hereby given of the 
formation of Bubsy Holdings LLC 
(the  “Company”) for the transaction 
of business in the State of New York 
and elsewhere.

1. The name of the Company is
 Bubsy Holdings LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles of
 Organization were filed with
 the New York Secretary of State
 on March 28, 2016.

3. The County’s office within New
 York State is located in Broome
 County.

4. The New York Secretary of State
 has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served. The Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any such
 process served upon him
 or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,
 Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
 220, Binghamton, New York
 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except
 to do any business in New York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some other
 business entity or natural person
 to be formed or used for such
 business.
______________________

Notice of formation of Standard Land 
Co, LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 10/12/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, PO Box 584, Binghamton, 
NY 13902-0584.  Purpose: any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 138 Henry 
Street LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/30/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 3 Bond St., Binghamton, 
NY 13903.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Binghamton Realty Partners LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed w/ SSNY 10/4/16. 
Off. in Broome Co. SSNY desig. as 
agt. of LLC whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 
the LLC, 43 Crary Ave, Binghamton, 
NY 13905. Purpose: any lawful 
activity. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is OAKDALE
 ROAD HOLDINGS LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is October 3,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: PO Box 2039,
 Binghamton, New York 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Rispoli Holdings, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was October 12, 2016. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company, to 
Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: 
Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is 76 CONKLIN
 AVENUE LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the Secretary
 of State is October 12, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of the

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 10, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of
 any process against the LLC
 served upon him or her is: 7806
 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
 11228.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 5F3D99, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/07/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
99 Hawley St., Ste. 200, Binghamton, 
NY  13901.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Woods Ravine 
Farm LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/01/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 677 Castle Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13901.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Taylor Irene
 Properties LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 15, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 1199 Cornell Avenue,
 Binghamton, NY 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.

749 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of 749 Gage 
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary 
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office 
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent for service of 
process against it. NYSS shall mail 
process to 1963 Bradley Creek 
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

279 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic 
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/24/16. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
is designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process The 
LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson City, 
NY 13790. General purpose.
______________________

277 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic 
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/21/16. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
is designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process The 
LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson City, 
NY 13790. General purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Mindful Health & Wellness, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/2016. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: The LLC, 515 East Main Street, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Woodmere, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/20/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of: TOMCO, 
LLC.  Articles of Organization filed 
with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) October 4, 2016. Office and 
Principal Business Location: 8 Kress 
St,  Binghamton, New York 13903, 
Broome County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 8 Kress St,  Binghamton, New York 
13903, Broome County. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Activity
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is VARIKO 123
 LLC.
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With so many families far-flung 
these days, how do grandparents cele-
brate Chanukah with their out-of-town 
grandchildren? The Reporter wants to 
know for a holiday feature story. Does 
the family come into town to spend time 
with bubbe and zayde, or does the plane/
train/automobile travel in the opposite 
direction? Or maybe the family uses Skype 
or Facetime? Or perhaps just exchange 
cards and mailed gifts?

Celebrating Chanukah with 
far-away grandchildren 

The Reporter would appreciate re-
ceiving anecdotes by Friday, December 
2, in order to include them in the Friday, 
December 16, Chanukah issue. Those 
interested in having their family stories 
included can e-mail them to treporter@
aol.com with “Chanukah grandparents” 
in the subject line. If short and neatly 
written or typed, they can be dropped off 
or mailed to The Reporter, 500 Clubhouse 
Rd., Vestal, NY 13850.

At right: One of the stained glass windows 
from the former Temple Beth El of Endicott 
was installed at Temple Concord. The 
window, featuring the star of David, was 
donated to the synagogue as a result of 
the fund-raising activity of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Binghamton and 
contributions from the local community. 
After an engineering evaluation, stress 
tests, color samples and location analysis, 
the window was installed by Jon Burgman 
and Neisen Luks. It hangs in the rear of the 
entryway to the synagogue so it can catch the 
morning light. The community is invited to 
stop by the synagogue to view the window.

TBE window installed at 
Temple Concord

Re-opening of Beth David 
mikvah celebrated

A dessert buffet was served to community members at Beth David Synagogue’s open 
house on November 6 in celebration of the renovation and re-opening of the mikvah.

Rabbi Zev Silber spoke at Beth David Synagogue’s open house on November 6.

Rivky Slonim discussed “The Mystery of the Mikvah: Judaism’s Best Kept Secret”at Beth 
David Synagogue’s open house on November 6.

Community members listened to the presentation at Beth David Synagogue’s open house 
on November 6.

To our readers...

I want to remind you to let our advertisers know 

that you saw their ad here in THE REPORTER! It is 

so important to remember when you go to get your 

hair done or buy something at their store or use 

their services that you say I SAW YOUR AD IN THE 

REPORTER! They want to know.

Thank you,

Bonnie Rozen

Advertising Executive
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Book project on modern 
Israel

Chronicle Books presents the book project 
“The Desert and Cities Sing: Discovering To-
day’s Israel,” which offers a look at “the Israel 

that exists beyond the headlines: a forward-thinking place 
with many pockets of peace and cooperation – as well as fun, 
beauty, luxury, creativity and enterprise.” The project contains 
four DVDs (including “Strangers No More”), four books, a 
portfolio of 25 frame-able photographs of the landscape, a 
flash-drive with animations about Israel’s innovations, a lim-
ited edition scarf by designer Frau Blau and a map of Israel. 

“Strangers No More” is an Academy Award winning 
documentary about a school in Tel Aviv where kids from 48 
countries play and learn together. The four books included 
look at different aspects of Israel: “Solutions from the Land” 
(on agriculture), “Eat Sleep Play” (on cuisine, nightlife and 
hotels), “Tales of Innovation and Enterprise” (on technology, 
medicine and education) and “Arts and Design.”

The authors of the books include Lin Arison, who wrote 
“Feast for the Senses: A Musical Odyssey in Umbria” that was 
selected for the J. P. Morgan Summer Reading List in 2010, 
and Diana C. Stoll, a writer and editor who is the co-author of 
“Feast for the Senses: A Musical Odyssey in Umbria.” The pho-
tographs are by Neil Folberg, whose photographic monographs 
include “And I Shall Dwell Among” and “Celestial Nights.” 
Press celebrates Agnon

December marks the 50th anniversary of S.Y. Agnon’s 
receiving the Nobel Prize for Literature – the first and only 
Hebrew writer to receive the prize. In honor of this milestone, 
the S.Y. Agnon Library at The Toby Press has released the 
first English translation of Agnon’s final, posthumous novel 
titled “In Mr. Lublin’s Store.” Set in Leipzig during World 
War I, “In Mr. Lublin’s Store” has been called a “profound 
commentary on assimilation and faith, Germans and Jews, 
and the pull that the past exercises on the present.” It is the 
13th volume in the S.Y. Agnon Library. Agnon’s works deal 
with the conflict between traditional Jewish life, language and 
the modern world, and are said to “constitute a distillation 
of millennia of Jewish writing – from the Bible through 
the rabbinic codes to Chasidic storytelling – recast into the 
mold of modern literature.”

While some of Agnon’s works have been translated in 
the past by other publishers, The Toby Press’ new series 
is the fullest collection of Agnon’s works in English. 
Each volume also includes new content, such as a revised 
translation, foreword and illustrated annotations written 
by scholars in Hebrew literature. 

For more information about the S.Y. Agnon Library, 
visit www.tobypress.com.

Whalen added, “Here at the JCC, we aim to run the highest 
quality program at the lowest possible price. This event is 
instrumental in keeping our costs affordable for those from 
all socioeconomic statuses. It also helps us to provide price 
breaks for families who are going through tough times.”

For more information, to sponsor or to participate, contact 
the JCC office at 724-2417 or jccoffice@binghamtonjcc.org.

The JCC is a not-for-profit organization and partner agen-
cy of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Binghamton that serves the community-at-large regardless of 
age, race, religion or sexual orientation. Financial assistance 
is offered to all who qualify, as long as funds are available.

Swing Continued from page 1

I canceled my family’s vacation to Israel during the latest 
war in Gaza. My eldest daughter was only 4 at that time 
and so I kept it simple. 

“There are bad guys who want to hurt us over there right 
now and so we can’t go,” I told her. “Jewish soldiers are 
fighting them,” I added. But just the fact that we could not 
go and that our people were fighting in a war must have 
impacted her.

I dread the talks I will have to have with my children when 
they go out in the world, especially to college, where they 
will likely be subject to hate if they associate with Jewish 
organizations, if they wear items that identify them as Jews, 
if they speak out for Israel. They may see swastikas scrawled 
on campus, rallies that become violent, professors that teach 
myths and not fact about Israel and Jews.

More broadly, we live in a time when all children may 
be subjected to irrational hate and acts of violence and 
terrorism – from Israel to France to Syria, and even here in 
the United States. 

What sort of talk could possibly prepare our children or 
us for these realities? There is nothing we can say that will 
guarantee their safety. No change in behavior can ensure 
that black boys will be safe on America’s streets, or that 
Jews will be safe on college campuses or elsewhere, or that 
people around the world can rest easy. It does not help to 
teach children that if only they behave a certain way, racism 
or antisemitism will cease to exist. We don’t have to change 
or apologize; those who hate do.

So, the Jewish people – and so many others – remain 
perched in a precarious position.

Turning to my kids, remote in my hand, I found myself 
wanting to discuss all of Jewish history. 

“Different people have hated the Jewish people in many 
different countries,” I instructed. “In Russia, it was the tsar; 
In Egypt, it was the pharaoh. Even when we lived in Israel 
thousands of years ago, people called the Romans attacked 
us and took over the land. Ever since, we have traveled 
around the world.” I could give no reasons for this hatred. 
I presented it just as the way things are.

I paused the film again when we reached the end, which 
shows the Jews of Anatevka forced out of their longtime 
home by the tsar, dispersed to America and Ottoman Pal-
estine. This provided me with an answer.

“This is why Israel is so important,” I told my children. 
“In our own country we don’t have to run. We can protect 
ourselves from enemies.” 

But even Israel often seems as if it is balanced on a 
roof “trying to scratch out a pleasant, simple tune” without 
toppling over.

Why, then, do we remain there and why do we perpetuate 
Jewish identities, traditions, communities and narratives? As 
Tevye tells us in the film, we stay because it is our home, 
and we continue our Jewish ways because without them our 
lives would be as shaky as a fiddler on a roof.

Ariel Chesler is an attorney and writer in New York, 
where he lives with his wife and two daughters. He is the 
son of feminist author and psychologist Phyllis Chesler.

Kveller is a community of women and parents who convene 
online to share, celebrate and commiserate their experiences 
of raising kids through a Jewish lens.Visit Kveller.com.

Fiddler Continued from page 2

College of Jewish Studies held fall programs

David Kammerman asked Tim Lytton a question at a College of Jewish Studies program 
on November 10.

L-r: Tim Lytton spoke with Arieh Ullmann, Barbara Wolfson 
and Neisen Luks at a College of Jewish Studies event on 
November 10.

L-r: Barbara and Les Bank spoke with Ted Merwin at a 
College of Jewish Studies program on October 27.

Rivkah Slonim presented 
“L’Chaim: Wine Throughout 
the Ages in the Jewish 
Tradition” at a College of 
Jewish Studies program on 
November 10.

Members of the community attended a College of Jewish 
Studies lecture by Ted Merwin on October 27.

At right:  Tim Lytton 
discussed the history of 
kosher certification at a 
College of Jewish Studies 
program on November 10.

Ted Merwin discussed the history of the Jewish deli at a 
College of Jewish Studies event on October 27.
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By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – After Brett Park-

er’s great-grandfather fled the pogroms in 
Europe and came to the United States, he 
opened a drug store where he sold comic 
books. Each week he would give his grand-
son, Parker’s father, five comic books to take 
home. Growing up during the early years of 
Superman instilled in Parker’s dad a lifelong 
love of comics – many of them written by 
Jews – that he passed on to his son.

“Imagine if he kept them,” Parker said 
laughing, picturing the first editions of Su-
perman that would now fetch high prices. 
But as a kid, Parker preferred another super-
hero, also created by Jews: Batman. “What I 
liked about Batman was that he didn’t have 
any superpowers,” Parker said. “This is so 
Jewish: He didn’t have any superpowers, 
he studied, he learned, he perfected himself, 
he taught himself, he was very intellectual, 
he had a gadget for everything.

“And more than that, it was all about 

At first Jewish Comic Con, artists and geeks revel 
in tradition

the 140 or so attendees at the first Jewish Comic 
Con, a comics convention hosted in a small 
synagogue in Brooklyn. The gathering – mostly 
adults with some children – gave Jewish artists 
a space to show their work, talk shop, delve 
into the historical connection between Jews and 
comics, and analyze Jewish characters from 
the vast universe of comic books.

The major Comic Cons in San Diego and 
New York draw well over 100,000 people 
each and are held in convention centers with 
atriums filled with stands and super-fans in 
costume. They are destinations for actors, 
Hollywood types and geeks alike who want 
to spend a few days with their ilk.

The recent Jewish Comic Con was a much 
more intimate, low-key and, well, Jewish 
affair. It opened with Shacharit, the morning 
prayer service, and broke in the middle of 
the day for an afternoon prayer. Two rows of 
tables in the synagogue sanctuary were set up 
in front of wooden pews that had been pushed 
to the wall, while guests in kippahs, ritual 

fringes or long skirts perused comic books 
retelling liturgy, Holocaust stories, Jewish 
history or biblical tales. The convention had 
little of the involved costumery that colors 
the larger Comic Cons, but attendees wore 
Batman, Superman or Marvel Comics shirts, 
and a kid in a Spider-Man costume played 
by the Torah ark.

“I thought it was a story that was import-
ant to present,” said Fred Polaniecki, who 
organized the convention. “I thought it was 
even more important to present the people 
who are following in the footsteps of the 
Kirbys, the Lees and the Kanes” – meaning 
Jack Kirby, Stan Lee and Bob Kane, three 
legendary Jewish comic artists.

Some of Kirby, Lee and Kane’s followers 
at the convention – both artists and enthu-
siasts – said the Jewish role in creating the 
comic book industry sparked their interest 
in the field. Julian Voloj, who is writing 
a graphic novel about one of the creators 

A man examined a comic book for sale at 
the inaugural Jewish Comic Con, held at 
Congregation Kol Israel, a Brooklyn, NY,  
synagogue, on November 13. (Photo by 
Ben Sales)

‘tikkun olam’ for him,” he added, referring 
to the Jewish imperative to repair the world.

Parker and his son Bayard, 9, were two of See “Comic” on page 13

New York State certi� ed and County regulated.

We are small, lovely homes, (not facilities) where the managers of the homes 
live in the homes with NO MORE THAN six other adults. We provide homelike 

surroundings, aid with personal care, room and board, supervision, medicine 
management, 24-hour help available plus trained caregivers and operators
who have years of experience, fi rst aid training, in home training, and CPR.

Our homes provide attentive care with loving hearts.
We have beds available! Welcome!

Family-Type Homes for Adults
Assisted Living Alternative

� e Homesteads
INFO: www.theHomesteadsllc.com

Apalachin, N.Y. • 607-625-3658
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Estate Solutions of the 
Southern Tier 
Specialty:  Estate sales, move management and 

downsizing
Name:  Megan Clark
Phone:  607-738-2574
E-mail:  beckme75@gmail.com
Hours:  By appointment

Estate Solutions is an independent, family-owned busi-
ness specializing in estate sales, move management, senior 
relocation, clean-outs, downsizing and other customizable 
services to suit your needs. 

A planned or unexpected move, or even the death of a 
parent, can be emotional and overwhelming. Estate Solutions 
can ease the stress by offering services that are solution-based 
and designed to help families navigate home transitions 
due to relocation, divorce, death or moving aging parents. 

No matter the scope of your project, Estate Solutions 
can streamline the process and minimize stress. For more 
information, call Estate Solutions of the Southern Tier at 
607-738-2574 for a free quote.

Faith Sigler & Associates, 
Dedicated Financial Solutions
Specialty:  Retirement, Business Benefits and 

Investments
Location:  273 Riverside Dr.
 Johnson City, NY
Name:  Faith L. Sigler, LUTCF, CLTC
Phone:  607-240-5670
Fax:  607-240-5671
E-mail:  Faith@DedicatedFinancialSolutions.net
Website:  www.DedicatedFinancialSolutions.net
Hours:  By appointment

Faith Sigler, Financial Adviser, and the team at Dedicat-
ed Financial Solutions are a group of committed financial 
professionals who work with their clients to help organize 
and protect your financial future. They review the steps you 
already have taken and work to align your assets to protect 
against pitfalls and put you on track to achieve your goals.

Whether you are just starting out, preparing for retirement 
or already enjoying your golden years, have Faith and her 
team make sure you are taking advantage of the changes in 
investment vehicles, asset protection and beneficiary arenas.

They specialize in Retirement, Business Benefits and 
Investments. Rollovers, Brokerage Services, Money Man-
agement and Planning Services are also available.

Call Faith today at 607-240-5670 or 607-765-4882 for a 
free consultation, portfolio analysis or to discuss employee 
benefits.

Kristys Imagination 
Photography
Specialty:  Weddings, portraits, special events, 

seniors, pets
Name:  Kristy Johnston
Phone:  607-221-1225
E-mail:  kristyphotography@gmail.com
Website:  www.kristyhusbandphotography.com
Hours:     By appointment only

Kristys Imagination Photography is a locally owned 
business in the Binghamton region providing on-location 
photography services for any occasion, such as weddings, 
portraits or other special events. Sessions are done on lo-
cation by appointment only, and provide you with quality 
photography services in the comfort of your own home or 
the location of your choice.

“I have always had a passion for photography and there-
fore decided to pursue it as a career,” says owner Kristy 
Johnston. “I truly enjoy what I do as a photographer. I get to 
capture some of life’s most important and precious moments.”

Offering a variety of products and photography services, 
Kristys Imagination Photography is your professional 
on-location photographer.

For more information, call 607-221-1225 or e-mail kris-
typhotography@gmail.com. You can also see a portfolio and 
more information at www.kristyhusbandphotography.com.

Crystal City Olive Oil, LLC
Specialty:  High quality kosher olive oils, balsamic 

vinegars    
Locations  2 W. Market St., Corning, NY
 25 N. Main St., Homer, NY
 186 Front St., Owego, NY
 1708 Vestal Parkway E., Vestal, NY
Name:  Wendy Oppenheim
Phones:  Corning 607-936-1406
 Homer 607-749-7000
 Owego 607-687-8076
 Vestal 607-748-2546
E-mail:  crystalcityevoo@aol.com
Website:  www.crystalcityoliveoil.com
Facebook:  Crystal City Olive Oil 
Hours:  Corning: Mon-Thurs. 10 am-6 pm, Fri.-

Sat. 10 am-7 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm
Homer:  Mon-Sat. 10:30 am-6 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm
Owego:  Mon-Thurs. 10:30 am-5:30 pm, Fri.-Sat. 

10:30 am-6 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm
Vestal:  Mon-Sat. 10:30 am-6 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm

Crystal City Olive Oil is a unique specialty store fea-
turing the freshest and highest quality ultra premium extra 
virgin olive oils, fussed/infused oils, specialty oils and aged 
balsamic vinegars. All of the olive oils are kosher.

“Stop by one of our four convenient locations in Vestal, 
Homer, Owego or Corning and experience a new world of 
healthy extra virgin olive oils and delicious 12-18-year-old 
aged balsamic vinegars,” says owner Wendy Oppenheim. 
“We change our extra virgin olive oils regularly to ensure 
our customers receive the freshest oils available. Our staff 
provides personal customer service, and you can taste 
all the oils and vinegars before you buy. Check out our 
website, crystalcityoliveoil.com, for recipe ideas. Like 
us on Facebook and get great tips to add new dimensions 
to your cooking. We are a fun place to shop. Explore, 
taste, create!”

Elizabeth’s Shoes & Accessories
Specialty:  Women’s shoes, Brighton Collectibles, 

Merle Norman Cosmetics, Chamilia 
beaded jewelry 

Location:  4777 Vestal Parkway
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Elizabeth Rounds
Phone:  607-773-8131
Hours:  Mon.-Wed. 10 am-6 pm, Thurs. 10 am-7 

pm, Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-5 pm
Elizabeth’s Shoes & Accessories is a women’s specialty 

boutique offering the full product line of Brighton Col-
lectibles. The collection includes jewelry, handbags, belts, 
sunglasses and home and gift items. Elizabeth’s also spe-
cializes in Merle Norman Cosmetics, with free consultations 
on makeup application and skin care analysis.

Elizabeth’s Shoes & Accessories offers name brand shoes, 
such as Dansko, UGG, Merrell, Earth, Reiker Eric Michael 
and Fly London. Recently, Elizabeth has introduced clothing. 
Elizabeth’s Shoes and Accessories can now accessorize you 
from head to toe.

See “Kosher” on page 15

Pareve Nutella and other must-try new kosher foods
By Josefin Dolsten

SECAUCUS, NJ (JTA) – At Kosherfest, the world’s 
largest kosher trade show, Yiddish and Hebrew is heard 
alongside English. Some 6,000 kosher-food insiders 
packed the massive hall, chatting, networking and tasting 
samples. The crowd skews male and Orthodox – in fact, 
it may be one of the only events where the men’s bath-
room has a longer line than the women’s one. The annual 
two-day expo being held recently at the Meadowlands 
Exposition Center is a food mecca for those who observe 
Jewish dietary laws.

Among the more than 325 exhibitors are vendors 
touting everything from the kosher staples – beef sala-
mi, latkes and Israeli wines – to new and unexpected 
foods, such as a line of Korean products. Here are some 
kosher products that are new to the market or will be 
hitting stores soon.

 � Passover s’mores and pizza kits: Manischewitz is 
launching a line of matzah-themed treats that will make 
Passover a bit more fun for kids – and maybe adults, too. 
Prior to Passover in April, the company will introduce two 
do-it-yourself food “kits”: matzah s’mores and matzah 

pizza. “This year at Manischewitz, it’s all about kids,” the 
company’s president and CEO, David Sugarman, told JTA. 
“We sat around and thought about what fun items can we 
come up with for Passover that would get kids engaged in 
Passover.” The s’mores kit, which won Kosherfest’s award 
for best new kosher-for-Passover product, comes with all 

the necessary ingredients 
– mini matzahs, chocolate 
and marshmallows. The 
pizza kit, however, con-
tains just triangle-shaped 
matzah and sauce; moms 
and dads must provide 
the cheese and any other 
toppings. The kits are so 
appealingly designed that 
parents may be tempted to 
partake. “We think there’s 
going to be a lot of adults 
with kids that are going to 
be sneaking these items while their kids are off at school,” 
Sugarman said.

 � Faux-crab cakes: Dyna Sea is a pro in the world of imitation 
shellfish – “surimi,” as it is called in Japanese – having been 
in business for nearly 20 years. The kosher food company 
even has Japanese consumers buying its products, according 
to owner Daniel Berlin. These imitation crab cakes, which 

S’mores and pizza kits are part 
of a new line of Manischewitz 
matzah-themed treats. (Photo 
by Josefin Dolsten)Participants milled around at the Kosherfest trade show 

at the Meadowlands Exposition Center in Secaucus, NJ, 
on November 15. (Photo by Josefin Dolsten)

Party Rentals 

1029-1043 Front Street (1/2 mile north of BCC)

238-1599
Or Yours. . .

773-1462

of Binghamton

Party At Our Place...
Have your party at our place!

Enjoy all the same great rentals 
available at Taylor Rental,
but none of the hassle of
using your own home.

Birthdays parties, retirement parties,
bridal and baby showers and more!

• Flatware
• Bounces
 & Games

• Tables
 & Chairs
• Tents

• Linen
• China
• Glassware

and 
much 
more!

Handmade gifts
in all price ranges!

SEA HAG SOAPS &
ART MERCANTILE

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10am-5pm • Sundays-Noon-4:30pm  

PHONE: 570-663-2297  FAX: 570-663-2878
1044 McCormick Rd., Brackney   www.seahagsoaps.com

Coffee and warm cider! Like us on facebook
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Lost Dog Café
Specialty:  Eclectic food and a friendly atmosphere
Location:  222 Water St., Suite 101
 Binghamton, NY 13901
Names:  Elizabeth Hughes and Marie McKenna, 

co-owners
Phone:  607-771-6063
Website:  www.lostdogcafe.net
Facebook:  Lost Dog Café Binghamton
Hours:  Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am-10 pm, closed Sun. 

Lost Dog Café debuted October 21, 1994, in a funky 
old garage on Main Street with a love of good food, good 
people and a strong sense of community as inspiration. In 
April 1997, the café moved to 222 Water St., downtown 
Binghamton. The café has become a favorite place for lunch, 
dinner or just hanging out, and features live music, poetry 
readings, art exhibits and charity events. 

In June 2012, the Lost Dog opened a lounge and addi-
tional catering space accommodating 80 seated guests and 
140 for cocktail parties. In March 2004, Lost Dog Café was 
inducted into the Small Business Development Center’s 
Small Business Hall of Fame. The owners of Lost Dog 
Café were also awarded the Small Business Association’s 
Excellence Award in April 2004 and Greater Binghamton 
Chamber Business Persons of Year Award in 2012.

Nancy Basmann Photography
Specialty:  Portraits, bar mitzvah, real estate/

architecture, art exhibits
Location:  4816 Country Club Rd. 
 Vestal NY 13850
Name:  Nancy Basmann
Phone:  607-731-1626
E-mail:  nancy@nancybasmann.com
Website:  nancybasmann.com     
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. and Sun. 10 am-noon, 2-6 pm

“I am not the usual photographer,” notes Nancy Basmann. 
“I joined Professional Photographers of America, passed 
their arduous certification program that covers the techniques 
of portrait photography, and won their degree of Master of 
Photography, a recognition of technical and artistic merit. 
To my clients, I bring the eye and the skill of an artistic and 
capable photographer. My job as a portrait photographer is 
to discover how my clients wish to appear to others. My 
consultations are sociable, my shoots are enjoyable and my 
service is great. For a fine-art photographer, I am unusual in 
supplying digital images. The professional lab does prints 
for us with textured sprays, or on metal and canvas, or in 
acrylic blocks.”

Sea Hag Soaps & Art 
Mercantile
Specialty:     Art gallery of American fine crafts and 

handmade soaps
Location:  1044 McCormick Rd.
 Brackney, PA 18812
Owner:  Colleen Kane
Phone:  570-663-2297  
E-mail:  Colleen@seahagsoaps.com
Website:  www.seahagsoaps.com
Facebook:  Sea Hag Soaps & Art Mercantile
Twitter:  @seahagsoaps
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 12-4:30 pm

“We began our business in May 2001 after having a few 
holiday and spring shows here,” says Colleen Kane, owner 
of Sea Hag Soaps & Art Mercantile. “We worked hard to 
restore our 1920s three-story barn and thought we’d be a 
gallery for local/regional American art and fine crafts, plus 
a place to make all of our handmade soaps and all-natural 
skin care products.”

Sea Hag Soaps & Art Mercantile has held events with 
music, along with providing a venue for weddings, parties 
and funeral dinners. “Who knew where this restoration 
would take us? Please visit www.seahagsoaps.com or visit 
us on Facebook to keep up with our events.”

Phantom Chef Catering
Specialty:  Off-premise catering, drop-off catering, 

small on-premise events, culinary classes
Name:  Michelle (Bank) McIlroy
Phone:  607-765-2408
E-mail:  info@phantomchefcatering.com
Website:  www.phantomchefcatering.com
Facebook: Phantom Chef
Hours:  Variable

Phantom Chef is owned and operated by Chef Michelle 
(Bank) McIlroy, who trained at the prestigious Culinary 
Institute of America. A native of South Africa, Chef Michelle 
has tasted her way around the world, sampling the foods 
and flavors of many cultures.

Phantom Chef, established in 2009, specializes in 
off-premise catering, drop-off catering and small on-premise 
events, as well as classes at a brand-new culinary studio 
in Endicott (opening soon). Chef Michelle focuses on 
personalized events and catering for Jewish occasions, as 
well as customizing menus for special diets, such as kosher, 
gluten-free and vegetarian.

“Whether you are planning an intimate dinner for two in 
your home, a corporate luncheon, or a special occasion for 
200, we will tailor the menu to meet your culinary tastes 
and your budget,” says Chef Michelle. “Fresh, local, farm-
to-table, seasonal food is our specialty.”

Once-verdant Irish Jewish community paling 
over time

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman
JNS.org

An Israeli and an Irish Jew walk into a bar. After a shot 
of whiskey and a pint of Guinness, they discuss neither 
leprechauns nor the verdant landscape, but rabbinics. That’s 
because Irish Jews’ claim to Jewish fame is the late Chief 
Rabbi of Israel Rabbi Dr. Isaac Herzog and his son, former 
Israeli President Chaim Herzog, the latter who was actually 
born in Belfast, Ireland. Chaim Herzog’s son, Member of 
Knesset Isaac Herzog, is the Israeli legislature’s current 
opposition leader.

“We are all very proud of that,” said Malcolm Gafson, 
chairman of the Ireland Israel Friendship League.

Chaim Herzog was the first chief rabbi of the Irish Free 
State (as Ireland was known from 1922-1937) before im-
migrating to Israel. He was trained in law in Dublin before 
going on to his Israeli political career. Herzog National 
Park, opened in the Dublin suburb of Rathgar in 1995, is 
a site frequented by Jewish tourists in Ireland.

“One of Herzog’s first visits abroad as [Israel’s] president 
was to Ireland,” Gafson said proudly.

According to Gafson, many Irish Jews cling to this bit of 

her the harp that is until today Ireland’s national symbol. 
The Hebrew princess also brought the Stone of Destiny, 
considered the rock on which the biblical patriarch Jacob 
rested the night he wrestled with an angel. When Scottish 
tribes conquered Ireland, this stone was brought back with 
them and became known as the “Stone of the Scone.”

“Scottish kings and later British kings have been crowned 
on it ever since,” Rosenblatt told JNS.org.

The first formal record of Jews living in Ireland is the 
year 1079, when five Jews “came to Ireland from over the 
sea, bringing with them gifts to Toidelbach, king of the 
Munster, and then were sent back to sea,” said Rosenblatt. A 
handful of Jews immigrated to Ireland in the 1200s following 
the Jewish expulsion from Britain by King Henry III, and 
then again in the 1490s and 1530s following the Spanish 
and Portuguese Inquisitions. The first Irish synagogue was 
established in 1660 and the first Jewish cemetery around 
1718, both in Dublin. 

Jewish immigration picked up in the late 1800s, mainly 
from Lithuania. By 1900, Ireland was home to more than 
3,000 Jews, said Rosenblatt. The largest influx of Jews 
See “Irish” on page 15

Irish-Jewish history because it reminds them of better times. 
Today, Ireland’s Jewish community is no longer robust.

Ireland’s 2011 census revealed that there are 1,900 
Jews in the country. Dublin-based Cantor Alwyn Shulman 
said the actual Jewish population figure is likely lower 
because many Jews remaining in Ireland are intermarried 
or non-practicing. Others are transient Israelis working in 
Ireland’s high-tech sector.

Shulman and Chabad-affiliated Rabbi Zalman Lent 
serve the Hebrew Congregation, a 150-member Orthodox 
synagogue. Around 12 people attend daily prayer services, 
and up to 80 attend on Shabbat. Two other synagogues 
remain in Dublin. According to Stuart Rosenblatt, head of 
the Irish Jewish Genealogical Society, a second Orthodox 
synagogue, which does not communicate with the other, has 
just more than a dozen members. A liberal synagogue that 
doesn’t communicate with either Orthodox synagogue has 
180 members. A fourth synagogue in Belfast has around 
60 registered members. 

Jews have a rich history in Ireland – Rosenblatt recounts 
how, according to Irish mythology, a “Hebrew princess” 
came to the European country from the east, bringing with 

SHARON WITTE
NY STATE CERTIFIED AND

INSURED PERSONAL CARE AIDE
CARING FOR YOU AND

YOUR HOME, IN YOUR HOME
607-727-4534

Sharon Witte
NY State Certifi ed and

insured personal care aide

Caring for you and
Your home, in your home

607-727-4534

644-9123 • 4535 Old Vestal Rd., Vestal (Next to Mc Neil Music)

Monday 10am - 5pm • Tuesday - Friday 9am - 8pm • Saturday 9am - 5pm

Check out our website for details! www.WhiteRoseDaySpa.com

**Please call about our spa packages and wedding packages
for the bride, bridesmaids and even the groom!

• Hair care • Spray tanning • Nail care
• Electrolysis • Waxing services • Facial services
• Massage therapy • Body treatments • Babe Lash extensions
• Energy treatments • Permanent cosmetics • Maui Teeth Whitening

Now accepting new clients!
Dr. Martin specializes in 

physician-supervised weight 
loss, cosmetic enhancements

and laser treatments.

Welcome
Dr. Tali Rees-Martin, MD!

WWWeWelllclcomommomeeeee
!Dr. Tali Rees-Martrtinin,, MDMD!

White Rose
       Day Spa and Hair Dign

White Rose
       Day Spa and Hair Dign

 • Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design

 • Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…

 • Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation

 
TL INTERIORS, LLC

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601

 

TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM
WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

 • Complete Residential & Commercial Interior Design
 • Custom designs for kitchens – baths – additions – etc…
 • Custom Window Treatments – shadings - installation 

TL INTERIORS, LLC 
TLINTERIORSLLC@STNY.RR.COM

WWW.TLINTERIORS.COM

TERRY LUDWIG
607.761.0601

 

From small rooms, to entire buildings ~ 
I will help you create your dream home or office!

From small rooms, to entire buildings ~ 
I will help you create your dream home or office!

2x2

2x3

OLIVE OIL & BALSAMIC VINEGAR SPECIALTY STORE

Bob & Wendy Oppenheim
em: crystalcityevoo@aol.com    www.crystalcityoliveoil.com

2 W. Market Street
Corning, NY 14830

607.936.1406

186 Front Street
Owego, NY 13827

607.687.8076

1708 Vestal Parkway E.
Vestal, NY 13850

607.748.2546

25 N. Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

607.749.7000

EST.
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Sharon Witte
Specialty:  New York State Certified Personal Care 

Aide
Location:  2206 Witherill St.
 Endicott, NY 13760
Name:      Sharon Witte
Phone:  607-727-4534
E-mail:  SWitte1020@aol.com
Hours:  Care provided 24/7

Several years ago, Sharon Witte trained to become a  
hospice volunteer care giver. “I found the position to be 
very satisfying and felt good about what I was doing for 
the hospice patients,” says Sharon. “I decided to seek work 
as an aide in the health care field.” In December 2014, she 
began training as a New York State Certified Personal Care 
Aide. After completing her training and testing, Sharon 
started her own business.

 “My goal is to help people stay in their homes as long as 
possible by providing care and assistance to the individual 
in their own home. I am self-employed and private pay, so I 
have few restrictions as to the services I am able to perform 
on your behalf.”

Sharon can put together a team of care givers for those 
requiring continual care. References upon request. 

Susan Jablon Shoppe
Specialty:  Cold process soap making
Location:  12 Alice St.
 Binghamton, NY 13904
Name:  Susan Jablon
Phone:  607-748-2302
E-mail:  susan@susanjablon.com
Website:  www.susanjablon.com
Hours:  Every Sat. 10 am-noon by appointment

Learn to make your own natural cold process soap. Perfect 
for beginners or on any level, join Susan Jablon Shoppe’s soap 
making classes and explore the world of luxurious plant-based 
butters and oils. Create your one-of-a-kind artistic soap bars 
and go home with a full two pounds of soap (that’s nine full 
bars!), perfect for your personal stock or gift giving!

Hint: Your soap making journey is even better with a 
friend! Parties welcome!

Taylor Rental/Celebrations of 
Binghamton
Specialty:  Party Rental and Balloon Decorations
Location:  1043 Front St. (½ mile north of BCC)
 Binghamton, NY
Name:  Emily Gaudinier
Phone:  607-773-1462
Website:  www.taylorrentalofbinghamton.com
E-mail:  emily@trbinghamton.com
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am-3 pm, Sun. 

9 am-3 pm (closed on Sundays November-
May)

Remember driving your child home from a friend’s 
birthday party that reminded you more of a carnival rather 
than a birthday party? He had a smile from ear to ear the 
whole way home, a smile that you couldn’t forget.

Turning an ordinary birthday party into a memory that will 
last a lifetime is what Emily from Taylor Rental of Binghamton 
has been doing for more than 20 years. “When people think of 
Taylor Rental, they immediately think about tools, tables, tents 
and chairs. Many customers are surprised to hear we also carry 
costumes, concession equipment, games and inflatable bounces,” 
says Emily. From balloon décor to a frozen slushi machine, Tay-
lor Rental of Binghamton’s party inventory is large and varied.

Visit Emily to start renting your way to your next memory, 
or call the party professionals at 773-1462.

The Cat Doctor
Specialty:  A full service veterinary hospital providing 

medical, surgical, dental and behavioral 
care for cats of all ages. 

Location:  423 East Main St.
 Endicott, NY 13760
Owner:  Susan M. Szczotka, D.V.M.
Phone:  754-7221
Hours:  Mon. and Fri. 8 am-5 pm, Tues. and Thurs. 

12:30-8 pm, Wed. 8 am-3 pm, Sat. 8:30 
am-12:30 pm

The Cat Doctor is celebrating 22 years of caring for cats 
and their people.

The doctors and staff at The Cat Doctor recognize that 
cats are important family members and treat each individual 
with special attention to their age, temperament and health 
conditions. Preventive medicine is practiced by providing 
complete physical examinations, behavioral counseling, 
dental care, diet management and appropriate vaccinations. 
The hospital recently expanded its x-ray capabilities and 
can now provide instant, superior quality, digital x-rays as 
well as digital dental x-rays for detecting early tooth disease 
below the gumline. When illness does occur, thorough and 
caring medical and surgical treatment is tailored to each 
patient. Said Dr. Szczotka, “We treat your cat like our own 
because we really do love cats.”

The Homesteads, LLC
Specialty:  Assisted living alternative
Location:  6 Main St.
 Apalachin, NY 13732
Names:  Connie Barton, Lynette VanDriesen and 

Michelle Bell 
Phone:  607-625-3658
E-mail:  thehomesteadsllc@aol.com
Website:  www.thehomesteadsllc.com
Hours:  27/7

The Homesteads are owned and operated by a family of 
professional women. Connie Barton and daughters Lynette 
VanDriesen and Michelle Bell have worked together for 
25 years to provide loving, quality long-term care for their 
clients in an assisted living alternative. The Homesteads 
are small homes in which no more than six clients reside 
with a well-trained family of caregivers. Not only are the 
clients in a home environment, but the ratio of caregivers to 
clients is one caregiver to four clients – unheard of in large 
facilities. Individual care includes activities, transportation, 
medicine management, special outings, personal care aid, 
room, board (home cooked meals and special diets are pro-
vided), supervision and 24-hour aid with personal needs. 
Staff work closely with each client’s physicians and have 
additional professionals come into the homes to provide 
PT, OT, podiatry and hair styling.

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – A University of Phoenix survey found the 

majority of hiring managers have employed military veterans 
and recognize them as possessing superior experience to those 
who have never served. Compared to civilian counterparts, 
hiring managers noted veterans discipline and ability to work 
both under pressure and with a team set them apart. To learn 
more, visit www.uschamberfoundation.org/hiring-our-heroes.

I tried to underscore my individuality by using my 
middle initial or middle name – Ellen – in my byline 
and in other professional dealings. But it hasn’t al-
ways helped.

In January 1983, when, as a UPI correspondent, I 
was arrested on trumped-up accusations of espionage, 
jailed overnight and expelled from communist Poland, 
Ruth’s answering machine ran out of space because of 
calls from anxious friends and family.

I frankly can’t remember now if we met when I 
returned to the U.S. briefly after my expulsion from 
Poland, or if our first meeting came nearly a decade 
later, in 1992, when, wearing a striking broad-
brimmed hat, she attended the launch of my first 
book, “Jewish Heritage Travel: A Guide to Central 
and Eastern Europe.”

But we stayed in touch over the years, and every 
time we got together or spoke on the phone we laughed 

Gruber Continued from page 4
about our common – if sometimes frustrating – problem 
of confused identity.

Over the decades, I have received scores of e-mails 
meant for Ruth, especially before she herself had an 
e-mail account. A particular flood of them came after 
a two-part CBS mini-series based on Ruth’s book, 
“Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II 
Refugees and How They Came to America,” aired in 
February 2001.

Scores of viewers who were moved by the story 
of how Ruth in 1944 escorted 982 refugees from 19 
Nazi-occupied countries to safe haven in Oswego, 
NY, poured out their hearts in sometimes very emo-
tional terms.

Even five years later, a non-Jewish viewer in Colorado 
wrote to Ruth at my e-mail address: “Shalom!” he be-
gan. “There are no words to express how your story has 
impacted our lives!... Do you have any suggestions as to 

how we might embrace and love the Jewish population 
where we live? With all the hatred that has been afflicted 
on your beautiful people and culture there are so many 
obstacles to overcome. Any advice you could give would 
be priceless!”

Perhaps the funniest example of our identity mix-up 
took place in person, not in cyberspace. At an American 
Jewish Committee annual meeting in the late 1990s, I 
gave my name when I asked a question during one of the 
sessions. As I went back to my seat, a woman stopped 
me. “It’s so good to see you again,” she exclaimed. “You 
came to our house in the ‘40s.”

I stared at her for a few seconds before I could gather 
myself to respond. “Look at me,” I finally told her. “I know 
I’m tired, but do you really think I could have come to your 
house in the ‘40s?”

Farewell, Ruth! I hope I can continue to honor your 
example.

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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The Reporter
Specialty:     Advertising
Location:  500 Clubhouse Rd.
      Vestal, NY 13850
Name:      Bonnie Rozen
Phone:     607-724-2360, ext. 244
Fax:  607-724-2311
E-mail:    bonnie@thereportergroup.org
Website:  www.thereportergroup.org
Hours:     Mon.-Thurs., 10:30 am-5 pm, Fri. 10:30 am-4 pm

With 49 years’ experience in sales, and celebrating 21 
years at The Reporter this coming October, Bonnie truly 
enjoys working with people to get the word out about their 
businesses, and helping them to create the look they want 
for their print ads.  “Satisfaction guaranteed” is her mantra.

“I feel a great sense of responsibility to my clients and 
to our community,” says Bonnie. 

Bonnie is the current president and the past treasurer of 
Success Network, a business association in the Twin Tiers 
of New York since 1998. 

Call her today to discuss options for advertising in The 
Reporter,and in its sister papers: The New Jewish Voice 
in Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, CT; Connections 
in Western CT; The Reporter in Scranton, PA; and Jewish 
Observer in Syracuse, NY.

TL Interiors
Specialty:  Custom design, personal and professional 

service
Owner/Interior Designer/Event Planner: Terry Ludwig
Location:  PO Box 863
 Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:  607-761-0601
Fax:  607-785-2872 
E-mail:  TLInteriorsLLC@stny.rr.com
Website:  www.TLInteriors.com
Hours:  By appointment

“I love creating environments that inspire my clients,” says 
Terry Ludwig, interior designer and owner of TL Interiors. 
“Understanding their individual desires and aspirations, and 
creating the ideal space or individual piece to help manifest 
and sustain their dreams and objectives is my motivation.”

TL Interiors has been certified as a Women-Owned 
Business Enterprise (WBE) in New York state. Terry 
and Nicolette DiLuzio, interior designer and assistant, 
provide comprehensive design and project management 
for homes and businesses for more than 30 years. TL 
Interiors provides floor plans, designs and elevations 
for construction and fabrication requirements, reflected 
ceiling plans, specifications and procurement of materials, 
fixtures, furniture, appliances and accessories needed to 
complete your project.

In addition to design, Terry is also a certified yoga teacher 
and motivational speaker, providing workshops to empower 
people to create happiness and abundance in their lives.

True Brand Studio
Specialty:  Website and print design, brand 

development     
Name:  Lana Studley 
Phone:  607-444-5550
E-mail:  info@truebrandstudio.com
Website:  www.truebrandstudio.com
Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  9am-5 pm

Imagine having a small, but very capable team of creatives 
dedicated to help your business succeed online. That’s what 
True Brand Studio is at its core. True Brand Studio offers 
a range of services, including website design, redesign and 
branding, global website analysis and more. Owner and 
Senior Designer Lana Studley has the skill and experience 
to help you build a website and social media presence that 
generate real results for your business. 

True Brand Studio is laser-focused on creating a brand, 
a website and content that will maximize your RIO. True 
Brand Studio can start with your brand and website analysis 
to determine what should be changed in order to achieve 
your goal. Call 607-444-5550. The first five people calling 
will have this analysis done for free.

Vintageness
Specialty:  Buy and sell pre-owned and/or new luxury 

fashion
Location:  125 Rano Blvd.
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Inessa Raytenberg 
Phone:  607-729-4444
E-mail:  info@vintageness.com
Website:  www.vintageness.com
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-5 pm, 

Sun. 10 am-3 pm
Welcome to the ultimate modish marketplace for pre-

owned fashion and the latest new (non-consigned) luxury 
designer must-haves. Vintageness is a privately-owned 
company with a passion for fashion and business wisdom 
offering distinguished service and style. Understanding 
consignment and fashion, Vintageness offers a wide 
variety of pre-owned selections by coveted brands at 
exceptional prices. A premium lifestyle boutique within 
Vintageness titled “Lavishness” brings you a world of 
fashion in one place featuring lavish designers, brand 
new/non-consigned, modern yet timeless clothing and 
accessories for women. 

Buy – Shop pre-owned clothing and accessories or mod-
ernize your wardrobe with brand new premium designer 
garments and luxuries.

Sell – Open your wardrobe to a community of fashion 
lovers around the Tri-State area! 

By selling your items, you are able to refresh your own 
closet while boosting your shopping budget for the latest 
must-have apparel.

news from around the u.s.
From JTA

Jewish billionaire Henry Kravis reportedly being considered 
for Treasury secretary

President-elect Donald Trump reportedly is considering appointing Jewish billionaire 
Henry Kravis as his Treasury secretary. Trump spoke to Kravis, a private equity pioneer, 
following his Nov. 8 victory over Democrat Hillary Clinton, the New York Post reported 
on Nov. 17. An unnamed source told the POST that Trump had reached out to Kravis, 
72, of Oklahoma, who heads the KKR and Co. equity firm. Trump has named Kravis 
before as a possible candidate for the job. In May, Kravis said: “While I’m honored to be 
mentioned, I love my job and can’t imagine leaving it” in commenting about speculation 
that he would be named secretary. But in July 2015, Kravis, a longtime Republican who 
did not name a favorite in the primary campaign, said it was “scary” that Trump had 
mentioned him, along with Carl Icahn and former General Electric CEO Jack Welch, as a 
possible Treasury Department boss. Trump adviser Steven Mnuchin, who is also Jewish, 
is also being considered for the position, according to the Post, as well as JPMorgan 
executive Jamie Dimon, who is not Jewish. Neither Kravis nor KKR donated to any of 
the 2016 presidential candidates, official filings show.
ADL leader: U.S. antisemitism worse than at any time since 
1930s

At the opening to the Anti-Defamation League’s conference on antisemitism, the 

organization’s national director said anti-Jewish hatred in America is worse than at any 
point since the 1930s. Jonathan Greenblatt, speaking on Nov. 17 at the opening of the 
ADL’s “Never Is Now” summit in New York, said currents on both the far right and far 
left have led to antisemitism’s resurgence. He mentioned the platform of the Movement for 
Black Lives published this year that accused Israel of genocide. Greenblatt also detailed 
the antisemitic attacks that rose during the 2016 presidential campaign, mentioning the 
appointment of Stephen Bannon as the chief strategist to President-elect Donald Trump. 
Bannon was the chairman of Breitbart News, a website Bannon called the “platform 
for the alt-right,” a loose movement of the far right whose followers traffic variously in 
white nationalism, anti-immigration sentiment, antisemitism and a disdain for “political 
correctness.” “The American Jewish community, our community, has not seen this level 
of antisemitism in mainstream political and public discourse since the 1930s,” Green-
blatt said. “Sadly, it is only being matched with escalating levels of hate toward other 
minorities today.” Addressing reports that Trump’s transition team is considering creating 
a registry of Muslims in the United States, Greenblatt pledged that he would sign up 
as a Muslim. He referred to the apocryphal story about the king of Denmark promising 
to wear a yellow star if it would be required of the Scandinavian country’s Jews. “As 
Jews, we know what it means to be registered, or targeted, held out as different from our 
fellow citizens,” Greenblatt said. “We as Jews know the right and just response. I pledge 
to you right here and now, because I’m committed to the fight against anti-Semitism, if 
one day American Muslims will be forced to register their identity, that is the day this 
proud Jew will register as a Muslim.”

Susan Jablon Shoppe
Soap Making Classes

Learn, Design, Create

607-748-2302
susan@susanjablon.com

 GOAT’S MILK SOAP | SPA SALT BARS | ARTISTIC SOAP | LUXURY BATH BAR

PARTIES

WELCOME

Faith L. Sigler
273 Riverside Drive,
Johnson City, NY 13790

Planning • Retirement
Business Bene�ts

Investments & Insurances
401K Rollovers & Advisory Services

Dedicated Financial
Solutions

Member: MDRT - The Premier Association of Finance Professionals

www.DedicatedFinancialSolutions.com
607-217-7431
607-765-4882
607-240-5670

• Your Success is Rooted in Our Foundation •Wall and other Portraits
Nancy Basmann,

Photographic Artist 
National Award Winner

At the location of your choice
Website: nancybasmann.com

607-731-1626

Family and other Portraits
Nancy Basmann,

Photographic Artist 
National Award Winner

At the location of your choice
Website: nancybasmann.com

607-731-1626

your ad could
be here!

For information on advertising, contact
Bonnie Rozen at 724-2360, ext. 244 or 

bonnie@thereportergroup.org
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Warren Real Estate – Susan G. 
Stephens, Licensed Associate 
Real Estate Broker, ABR®, 
SRES®, GRI
Specialty:  Residential real estate, new construction, 

relocation specialist, land
Location:  3456 Vestal Parkway, East
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Susan G. Stephens, Licensed Associate 

Real Estate Broker, ABR®, SRES®, GRI
Office:  607-217-5673
Cell:  607-725-8258
Fax:  607-238-7344
E-mail:  SueStephens@Warrenhomes.com
Website:  www.suestephensrealtor.com
Hours:  By appointment

Whatever your real estate needs, Susan “Sue” Stephens 
can assist you. Sue, Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker, 
ABR®, SRES®, GRI, is a Relocation Specialist, Multi-Million 
Dollar Producer and Award Winning Agent with Warren 
Real Estate. She provides full-time real estate services for 
buyers and sellers at all price levels, and has the regional 
knowledge and proven track record necessary to successfully 
help you buy or sell a home or land.

Leadership. Experience. Results.

White Rose Day Spa & Hair 
Design
Specialty:  Providing the ultimate journey of 

rejuvenation through relaxation
Location:  4535 Old Vestal Rd.
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Karen Latta
Phone:  607-644-9123
Fax:  607-754-0502
E-mail:  info@whiterosedayspa.com
Website:  www.whiterosedayspa.com
Facebook:  White Rose Day Spa
Hours:  Mon. 10 am-5 pm, Tues-Fri. 9 am-8 pm, 

Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Sun. by appointment only
The White Rose Day Spa and Hair Design debuted in 

2002. “At that time, we were the premier facility to offer all 
services under one roof,” says owner Karen Latta. “Fourteen 
years later, we are still going strong. In 2012, we purchased 
our own building and we were able to expand our services 
with additional chairs for manicures, pedicures and addi-
tional rooms for facials and massages. We also have an area 
dedicated to men for hair cutting. We now offer expansive 
facial treatments, lash extensions, spray tanning and a wide 
variety of massages.”

White Rose Day Spa and Hair Design offers perma-
nent cosmetics by Bonnie Drum, teeth whitening by 
Anthony Bronner and electrolysis by Jackie Dennis. 
Dr. Tali Martin is now providing botox, needling and 
medical grade peels.

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
Specialty:  Women’s healthcare
Location:  401 Main St., 1st Floor
 Johnson City, NY 13790
Names:  Dr. Carol Miller, Dr. Marianne (Shantillo) 

Davis, Karen Castoro FNP and Melodye 
Onysko ANP, CNM

Phone:  607-754-9870
Fax:  607-785-9862 
Website:  my.womensobgyn.info
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/WomensOBGYN/
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. by appointment

Women’s OB/GYN Associates serves patients with indi-
vidual attention and caring excellence. The team of providers 
offers care in the following areas: routine gynecologic exams, 
obstetrical care, menopause, incontinence, osteoporosis, 
contraception, advanced body composition, the area’s only 
Optifast weight loss program and more. Dr. Marianne (Shan-
tillo) Davis has a special interest in adolescent health care 
and working with patients experiencing infertility. Karen 
Castoro shares her enthusiasm for healthy living and wellness 
to encourage those in her care. Melodye Onysko shares her 
expertise in holistic health care and weight management 
support. Dr. Carol Miller is committed to promoting women’s 
health through a healthy diet and lifestyle.

To learn more about these women’s healthcare providers, 
to book your Advanced Body Composition and Optifast 
consultation, or to contact the office of Women’s OB/GYN 
Associates, visit my.womensobgyn.info and “Like” their 
page on Facebook.

environment that lacks support for their perspectives. The 
survey also found that one in three respondents agreed that 
there were too few positive female leaders at their company.

To continue rising in the workforce, it takes not just technical 
skill, but political savvy. “No one can afford to be apolitical 
at work if he or she aspires to advance to the executive level,” 
St. Germain said. “While technical competence is important, 
in my experience, political savvy is a leadership skill that can 
be a key differentiator in an individual’s success.”

St. Germain believes political savviness is really about emotional 
intelligence. It is about understanding the importance of building 
collaborative interpersonal relationships, building trust, maintain-
ing one’s composure and being able to put people at ease. This 
involves mastering soft skills like communication and teamwork, 
and carrying them through every aspect of the job. “These skills 
are valuable for workers at any stage in their career. For those just 
starting in a new office, they can help negotiate a better salary, 
build rapport among colleagues and start off on the right foot,” 
she said. “For those reaching toward upper levels of management, 
these skills can help you build trust across the organization, and 
make you more effective both as a leader and team member.”

Women in the workplace: what it takes to succeed
(NAPSI) – Today, the majority of women are entering the 

workforce. So what advice can women follow to enhance 
their careers and help overcome barriers to success?

Professional women often face challenges and inequities. For 
example, women are still paid less than men across professions; 
they are under-represented in executive positions; and studies 
show that women must work harder for a pay raise or promotion.

“Women are aware that even when they have a seat at the table, 
they may not always be sitting level with their male counterparts,” 
said Constance St. Germain, Ed.D., J.D., executive dean of the 
College of Humanities and Sciences, College of Social Sciences 
at University of Phoenix. “Women are too often overlooked for 
promotion as a result of conscious and unconscious gender 
myths, biases and societal stereotypes that are in the workplace 
even in 2016. Men and women are engaging more than ever 
to address this, but there is still work to be done.”

According to a survey by Morning Consult and University 
of Phoenix, only 33 percent of women believe men and women 
working the same job make the same amount. The number 
of men who feel this way is slightly over half (54 percent).

An underlying challenge for women can be navigating an 

news from around europe
From JTA

French baby named after Toulouse murderer of four Jews
Prosecutors in the city of Nice in southern France were ordered to find legal ways 

to change the name of a baby whose parents named their son for the killer of four Jews 
in Toulouse in 2012. Unable to contest on legal grounds the parents’ choice of giving 
the boy the first name Mohammed Nizar Merah, city officials listed the baby, who was 
born earlier in November, as requested by his parents, Nice Matain reported. But Mayor 
Christian Estrosi said in a statement on Nov. 18 that he had referred the case to the city 
prosecutor to have the baby renamed. The jihadist Mohammed Merah in March 2012 
shot dead Rabbi Jonathan Sandler and his two young sons, Arieh and Gavriel, as well 
as 8-year-old Miriam Monsonego, at the Otzar Hatorah Jewish school before fleeing 
on a motorcycle. Days before the shooting, Merah had killed three French soldiers. He 
was shot dead by police at his hiding place two days after the school massacre. Estrosi 
said he would contest the registration of the baby’s name on several grounds, including 
regulations that prohibit names that are deemed “detrimental to the interests of the in-
fant.” But the mayor also wrote that he would also fight the registration on grounds that 
encourages violence and terrorism. The act of naming the baby after Merah “is an attack 
on our values and republic,” the statement also said.
Jean-Marie Le Pen loses bid to overturn expulsion from 
far-right party he founded

A suburban Paris court upheld a decision by the far-right National Front party to expel 
its founder, Jean-Marie Le Pen, after he made several comments amounting to Holocaust 
denial. The court in Nanterre, where the party’s headquarters are located, also ruled, how-
ever, that Le Pen should be allowed to keep his title of honorary president of the party and 
that the National Front must invite him to leadership meetings or face a fine. The party 

was ordered to pay Le Pen $16,000 in damages for preventing him from carrying out his 
functions as honorary president over the past year. The suspension of Le Pen and later ex-
pulsion came under the party leadership of his daughter, Marine, a candidate in the French 
presidential elections next year. Jean-Marie Le Pen, 87, was charged last year by French 
prosecutors with genocide denial, which is forbidden in France, in connection with his 
statement originally made in 1987 and reiterated last July that the Nazi gas chambers were 
“just a detail of World War II.” Marine Le Pen has sought to gain mainstream acceptance 
for the National Front by distancing herself and the anti-immigrant party from her father’s 
antisemitic rhetoric. Jean-Marie Le Pen has since disowned his daughter.
Kosovo police say they prevented Islamic State attack on 
Israeli soccer team

Kosovo police said they prevented coordinated attacks by the Islamic State, including 
on the Israeli national soccer team. The police announced thwarted attacks in the Balkan 
nation as well as in neighboring Albania on the Israelis, the Associated Press reported. 
According to a statement, police said they uncovered plans by the Islamic State, or ISIS, 
to attack a World Cup qualifying match between the national soccer teams of Israel and 
Albania held on Nov. 13 in Albania. The match changed venues after warnings of a pos-
sible terror attack, it was reported that week. Some 19 people were detained in Kosovo 
over the thwarted attacks, and six in Albania and Macedonia.
Dylan will not attend Nobel Prize ceremony in Stockholm

American singer-songwriter Bob Dylan will not go to Stockholm to receive his Nobel 
Prize for Literature in person. The Swedish Academy, which awards the prize, said in a 
statement issued on Nov. 16 that it had received a personal letter from Dylan “in which 
he explained that due to pre-existing commitments, he is unable to travel to Stockholm 
in December and therefore will not attend the Nobel Prize Ceremony” on Dec. 10. 

423 East Main St., Endicott
          754-7221

Exceptional care from
kittenhood to the senior years!

THE  CAT DOCTOR
Susan M. Szczotka, DVM

Five ads in fi ve weeks may seem like a lot of marketing. Five exposures do, indeed, 
establish some momentum. But fi ve ads don’t come close to creating enough desire to 
motivate a sale. To truly comprehend how much frequency is enough to spark that sale, 

you have to know exactly what your prospects think about each exposure.
Here is exactly what each prospect thinks as he, or she, looks at the ad you’ve run:

1. The fi rst time a man looks at an advertisement, he does not see it.
2. The second time, he does not notice it.
3. The third time, he is conscious of its existence.
4. The fourth time, he faintly remembers having seen it before.
5. The fi fth time, he reads it.
6. The sixth time, he turns up his nose at it.
7. The seventh time, he reads it through and says, “Oh, brother!”
8. The eighth time, he says, “Here’s that confounded thing again!”
9. The ninth time, he wonders if it amounts to anything.
10. The 10th time, he asks his neighbor if he has tried it.
11. The 11th time, he wonders how the advertiser makes it pay.
12. The 12th time, he thinks it must be a good thing.
13. The 13th time, he thinks perhaps it might be worth something.
14. The 14th time, he remembers wanting such a thing for a long time. 
15. The 15th time, he is tantalized because he cannot afford to buy it.
16. The 16th time, he thinks he will buy it someday.
17. The 17th time, he makes a memorandum to buy it.
18. The 18th time, he swears at his poverty.
19. The 19th time, he counts his money carefully.
20. The 20th time he sees the ad, he buys what it is offering.

The list you’ve just read was written by Thomas Smith of London in 1885. But here we 
 are in 2016, 131 years later – how much of this list is valid today? The answer is all of it.
Source: Guerilla Marketing Online

20 Steps for Successful Marketing

For more information on advertising, 
please contact Bonnie Rozen

at 800-779-7896, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org Published by the Jewish     Federation of Broome County, Inc.
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of Superman, Joe Shuster, said Jewish immigrants could 
relate to how Superman balanced two competing identities.

“What made Superman appealing was that he was, to 
use a Yiddish term, a ‘gornisht,’” said Voloj, using a word 
meaning “nothing.” “But in reality he was a superhero. In 
a way it’s a metaphor for the immigrant experience. You’re 
one thing, and you’re seen by people as one thing, but in 
reality, you’re so much more.”

The variety of comics and graphic novels for sale reflect 
the variety of current Jewish comics efforts. At the event, 
Voloj sold his graphic novel, “Ghetto Brother,” about a 
Bronx gang leader turned activist with Jewish roots. Jewish 
historian Rafael Medoff and comics historian Craig Yoe sold 
an anthology of political cartoons from the 1940s called 
“Cartoonists against the Holocaust.” Isaac Goodhart, 29, 
hawked his comic, “Postal,” about a detective working in 
a town full of criminals, where he includes Hebrew writing 
and Jewish themes. Jordan Gorfinkel, who worked as part 
of the management team of the Batman comics, displayed 
samples of his weekly comic strip “Everything’s Relative,” 
which appears in The New York Jewish Week.

Gorfinkel moved around a lot as a kid and said he 
found his “best friends” in superheroes who acted as role 
models he could always trust. He now runs a workshop at 
Jewish schools and camps, where he teaches children the 
rudiments of comic art and has them re-imagine a story 
from the Bible through drawing.

He is working on a graphic-novel version of the Pass-
over haggadah complete with traditional text. Gorfinkel 
says it will engage kids through “dynamic art” in a way a 

Jewish Comic Con participants listened to a panel on 
Jewish characters in comics on November 13. (Photo by 
Ben Sales)

A panel on “Jewish Heroes and Villains” at the inaugural 
Jewish Comic Con in Brooklyn, NY, on November 13. The 
panel delved into the question of “Who is a Jew?” (Photo 
by Ben Sales)

traditional seder cannot. “Kids, and adults that are kids at 
heart, need to connect to our Jewish texts in entertaining 
ways,” he said. “When you’re sitting around the seder table 
with a book, what’s the most logical way to bring the story 
to life? Using a modern medium that also happens to be 
one Jews created.”

Like many Jewish conventions, this one couldn’t help 
getting snarled in the thorniest of Jewish debates. At a panel 
on Jewish characters in comics, the discussion opened by 
asking who, exactly, counts as a Jewish character.

“If you have one [Jewish] parent and identify as 
Jewish, you have a lot of characters, including the third 
Robin,” shouted someone in the audience, referring to 
Batman’s sidekick.

The man was seated, along with a few others, on a 
repurposed synagogue pew, while most of the audience 
of several dozen people sat on folding chairs. On the 
walls, presenters at the conference advertised comic art 
for auction, with the proceeds going to the synagogue, 
Congregation Kol Israel. One panel had a drawing of the 
“Star Wars” villain Darth Vader saying the Hebrew word 
for “repentance.”

While the gathering was a far cry from the largest comic 
cons, in a certain sense, said artist Dean Haspiel, it was 
the most appropriate feel for the genre. While Marvel 
and DC Comics films are booming, he said, comic book 
artists – like Jews – remain a small community invested 
in its tradition.

“Even though comic books have become popular in 
movies and costumes, the actual comic book is becoming 

Comic Continued from page 7

Dance/theater at 14th St. Y in 
NYC

LABA: Laboratory for Jewish Culture and 
Mystical Feet Company will present “The 
Mar Vista,” a dance/theater work written and 

choreographed by Yehuda Hyman in collaboration with the 
Mystical Feet Company (Ron Kagan, Dwight Kelly, Ryan 
Pater, Ezra Lowrey, Amanda Schussel and Hyman) at The 
Theater at the 14th Street Y, 344 E. 14th St., New York City, 
from December 1-18. A cast of six will perform a Jewish 
family saga spanning 90 years filled with “a forbidden 
and passionate World War II romance, the mysteries of 
Istanbul, a 1960s family of immigrants on the West Side 
of L.A., gypsy dances, pop songs and water ballets and, 
above all, the enduring memory of lost love.”

For more information or to purchase tickets, call 646-
395-4310 or visit www.14streety.org.
Jerusalem exhibit at the Met

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, located in New 
York City, is hosting the exhibit “Jerusalem 1000–1400: 
Every People Under Heaven” through January 8. The 
exhibit contains almost 200 works of art from 60 lenders 
worldwide. Made during one of the most creative periods 
in the Holy City’s history, the works feature precious 
materials such as gold, silver, semiprecious stones and 
fine pigments; intricate enamelwork; inlaid metal; and 
stone carvings of what has been called astonishing vir-
tuosity. Approximately a third of the objects come from 
Jerusalem itself, including loans from its diverse religious 
communities, some of which have never before shared 
their treasures outside their walls. 

For more information, visit www.metmuseum.org or 
contact the museum at 212-535-7710.

like a rare breed,” Haspiel said. “What I admire about 
the Jewish people that were here, they have each other’s 
backs through thick and thin, and that’s the same way we 
feel as cartoonists.”
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Congregational Notes

RABBI BARBARA GOLDMAN-WARTELL, TEMPLE CONCORD

Weekly Parasha
Chaye Sarah, Genesis 23:1-25:18

Friday, November 25, light candles ................... 4:17 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 26 ................ 5:17 pm
Friday, December 2, light candles ...................... 4:14 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 3 .................. 5:14 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour after 
candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 5-14, 
who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, with student 
volunteers who will visit participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates 
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi 
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those from 
mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen the Jewish 
experience in their lives and provide their children with a Jewish 
identity and experience.

On Sunday, December 11, at 10 am, a Chanukah cele-
bration will be held at the Just Be Cause Center.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, November 25 ............................................. 4:20 pm
Shabbat, November 26 .............................................. 9 am
 .....................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:40 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., November 27 ............................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Wed., November 28-30 .................................... 7 am
Thurs., December 1 .............................................. 6:50 am
Fri., December 2 ........................................................ 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., November 27 ............................................... 4:20 pm
Mon.-Thurs., November 28-December 1 ................... 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, December 10, Craig Goldman will be 
the featured speaker at the next Beth David Shabbat 
luncheon. His talk will address the importance of play 
in people’s daily lives. The talk will follow the free 
luncheon after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, November 25, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat eve-
ning services with Rabbi Rachel Esserman and Tyler Watkins.

On Saturday, November 26, there will be no religious 
school, Torah study or Shabbat services.

On Tuesday, November 29, at 5 pm, there will be the 
Hanukkah House Museum’s opening day. At 7 pm, there 
will be an adult b’nai mitzvah class.

On Wednesday, November 30, at 7:30 pm, there will be 
a Hanukkah House Museum 20th anniversary program, “The 
Eternal Miracle, Hanukkah and its Adaptations,” with Rabbi 
Lance Sussman, Ph.D. Admission will cost $5.

On Thursday, December 1, from 4-8 pm, Hanukkah 
House Museum will be open.

On Friday, December 2, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, December 3, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, Torah study will be held. At 10:35 am, there 
will be a hey class service. At 11:30 am, a potluck lunch will be 
held. From noon-4 pm, Hanukkah House Museum will be open.

On Sunday, December 4, from 10 am-2 pm, there will be 
the Temple Concord Sisterhood rummage sale. From noon-4 
pm, Hanukkah House Museum will be open.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, November 26, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Steven Gilbert, Howard Schwartz 
and Arthur Siegel. The Torah portion will be Genesis 
23:1-25:18. The haftarah will be I Kings 1:1-31. Bima 
guest will be Richard Schneierson.

On Friday, November 25, the temple office will be closed.
On Friday, December 9, at 5:30 pm, there will be 

Shabbat on the Road at Riverside Towers, 5 Riverside 
Dr., Binghamton.

On Saturday, December 10, there will be family pro-
gramming. Games and Pillow Polo will be held at 4:15 
pm, followed by Havdalah at 5:30 pm.

On Saturday, December 17, there will be family 
programming. Songs and stories, followed by a kiddush 
lunch, will begin at 11:30 am

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

From November 25-28, there will be no religious 
school or adult ed., and the office will be closed.

On Wednesday, November 30,  religious school will 
meet at 3:45 pm.

On Thursday, December 1, Lunch ‘n Learn will be 
held at noon and Midrashah at 6 pm.

On Friday, December 2, services will be held at 8 pm.
On Saturday, December 3, services will be held at 

10 am, Tot Shabbat at 11:15 am and Tea ‘n Talmud at 
4:30 pm. At 5:30 pm, a Havdalah Gathering and Game 
Night will be held; dinner will cost $5 per person or $10 
per family, and RSVPs are requested online at tbeithaca.
org/purchase-event.

Chaye Sarah is such an interesting portion, being named 
for the life of Sarah when she dies in the beginning of the 
portion. The portion is about the impact and influence of 
her life on Isaac’s grieving for his mother, then moving 
forward with his life. It is also about transitions and the 
continuity of life even in the midst of change. Isaac is in 
mourning for his mother’s death. He has the time to look 
back on her life, on his relationship with her, on the past, 
his legacy. He has time to mourn his loss. It is during that 
time that Abraham sends Eliezer abroad, back to the rest 
of the family, to find a wife for Isaac. Eliezer devises a 
plan to find a caring, compassionate and hard working 

Seeing the humanity in everyone

woman to be Isaac’s wife. It is through this process that 
he brings Rebecca back with him to the Promised Land 
to marry Isaac. The text tells us that when they become 
husband and wife, Isaac is comforted from his loss. He 
can then move forward and the Torah moves forward with 
the second generation of our patriarchs and matriarchs, 
Isaac and Rebecca.

We are witnessing the aftermath of a bitterly contested 
presidential election with a country sharply divided in 
many ways. After eight years of a Democratic president, 
Barack Obama, preparations are now in full swing for the 
peaceful transition of the presidency to President-elect 

Donald Trump. This is a major adjustment for all involved. 
Thankfully, our country has a process for transitioning from 
one presidential administration to another, but for us, the 
people, we too need to go through a transition as well. As 
with Sarah in the Torah portion, first there is the honoring 
what has been, the acknowledgment of hard work that was 
done by the outgoing administration and grieving for the end 
of something important – here, an eight-year presidential 
term. We honor what was achieved, what was sacrificed 
and the glimpses we had into the lives of the presidential 
family. We may feel sad to see them leave. Once we have 
See “Humanity” on page 15
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acknowledged these things about the outgoing president, 
then we need to take the time to look inside ourselves 
to decide what things we value highly to continue to lift 
up in this time of transition. This will allow us to move 
forward with the next president, administration and pres-
idential family. If the new administration is in sync with 
our values, we can support those actions and positions. If 
not, we can find ways to advocate for those values, people 
and positions. This is a process families go through when 
we move from generation to generation. Our country goes 
through this process whenever we elect a new president.

Chaye Sarah directly follows the Akedah, the binding 
of Isaac, a traumatic experience for all involved. Com-
mentators throughout the centuries have wrestled with 
the Akedah and its impact on Abraham, Isaac and Sarah. 
There needed to be healing to move forward. Our country 
is divided. We too need healing, time to come to terms with 
the changes occurring.

Pirke Avot can remind us of many core principles to 
guide our lives and interactions with others. In Pirke Avot, 
it says, “In a place where there are no humans, strive to 
be human.” We can take two important lessons from this 
text: we will need to remember our humanity if or when 
others forget their humanity. Also, we need to check our 
assumptions that people who voted differently than we 
might have are somehow less than human. We can treat 
them that way, but it won’t further our larger goals. In a 
place where you think there are no humans, strive to be 
human and see the humanity in everyone.

Humanity Continued from page 14

Kids Connection kids’ creativity

Summayh Brown showed off the stuffed 
animal she made at Kids Connection on 
November 11.

Ananya Pallati painted during the “Water 
Color College” class, one of several after-
school art classes offered by the JCC Youth 
Department. For information on upcoming 
classes, visit www.binghamtonjcc.org.

Isaiah Cintron worked on a stuffed animal 
during long-day Kids Connection on 
November 11.

Kids Connection children went on a 
nature “scavenger hunt” using handmade 
“binoculars.”

won Kosherfest’s best new 
product award for frozen 
foods, are made with im-
ported Alaskan pollock. 
Berlin said they taste very 
close to the real deal. “It 
has such a beautiful, rich, 
seafood flavor and a texture, 
a mouthfeel, that really 
simulates the real thing,” 
he said. And though this 
reporter has never had a real crab cake, she couldn’t help 
but go in for a second faux one.

 � Pareve Nutella: Ko-
sher-keeping chocoholics 
know the pain of overly 
sweet pareve chocolate 
spreads that lack the rich-
ness of Nutella – and 
never quite hit the spot. 
But this new Italian-pro-
duced spread – tapped 
the best new product at 
Kosherfest – is a game 
changer. Parvella CEO 
Gabriele Zarrugh worked for two years to develop the 
spread, saying he was motivated by the desire to make a 
delicious kosher product that was accessible to those with 
dietary restrictions. Parvella is milk, dairy, egg, peanut and 
palm-oil free.

 � Birthday cake and chur-
ro-flavored kettle corn: 
Highland Pop President 
Kimberly Cohen has a 
thing for popcorn. In 
2012, she opened a small 
popcorn shop in suburban 
Chicago. Since then, Co-
hen has developed nearly 
100 flavors of the addictive 
snack, which she is hoping 
to distribute nationally. Kosherfest deemed Highland Pop 
the best new savory snack. Cohen’s inventive varieties 

Highland Pop kettle corn 
(Photo by Josefin Dolsten)

Kosher Continued from page 8
accurately evoke their namesakes: the birthday cake 
flavor is topped with colorful sprinkles and there’s a 
kick of cinnamon on the crispy exterior of the cinnamon 
churro kettle flavor.

Cohen uses coconut oil to cook the kernels both for 
its health benefits and flavor, she said. “It’s my passion; 
coming up with a new flavor makes me feel so good,” she 
told JTA. “This [churro kettle] is my favorite one right 
now, although next week I’ll probably have a different 
flavor that I like.”

 � Marzipan rugelach 
from Israel: The Marzi-
pan shop in Jerusalem’s 
Mahane Yehuda market 
has been for decades 
nearly as much of a tourist 
destination as the Western 
Wall. Once you’re in the 
shuk, the bakery isn’t hard 
to locate. The rugelach’s 
sweet, chocolatey scent 
wafts its way through the 
market, enticing visitors to pay a visit and buy a pastry 
– or maybe 10. 

Now the rugelach is available for purchase in the U.S. 
The chief marketing officer for M Bakeries, its distributor 
in America, said the company was inspired to get on board 
after learning that Americans would bring home suitcases 
full of the pastry from Israel. “[T]hey got so addicted to 
this particular rugelach that is considered the best in the 
world,” Milton Weinstock said. The rugelach, which is 
made according to a secret family recipe, is best served 
warm, said a person working the Marzipan booth. This 
reporter agrees: Fresh out of the oven, the chocolate filling 
and dough become irresistibly gooey.

I srae l i -made  Marz ipan 
rugelach (Photo by Josefin 
Dolsten)

Dyna Sea surimi crab cakes 
(Photo by Josefin Dolsten)

Parvella hazelnut chocolate 
spread (Photo by Josefin 
Dolsten)

came between 1880 and 1910, when approximately 2,000 
Jews arrived from Eastern Europe. Most settled south of 
the center of Dublin in an area eventually dubbed “Little 
Jerusalem.” The community peaked around the end of the 
1940s, with approximately 5,500 Jews, mostly Holocaust 
refugees. Since then, the community has been declining.

Rosenblatt said the first Jewish immigrants in Ireland 
were peddlers, petty traders and money lenders. Sec-
ond-generation Irish Jews became a force in the clothing 
and furniture manufacturing business, and later doctors 
and lawyers.

Multiple synagogues and a Jewish day school thrived in 
1940s Ireland. Born in 1942, Rosenblatt remembers a “vi-
brant childhood” of involvement with Jewish Scouting, the 
Bnei Akiva youth group, a Jewish drama society, a golfing 
club, writers’ circles and many charities. Stratford National 
School remains open, but caters mostly to transient Israeli 
Jewish children and Catholic students; a separate team of 
educators teach Hebrew studies to the few Jewish pupils.

In the 1990s, the Irish Parliament had one Jewish mem-
ber in each of the country’s three major political parties. 
In recent years, only one Jewish representative remained, 
Alan Shatter of the Fine Gael Party, but he lost his seat in 
last February’s election.

“Times have changed,” Rosenblatt said with a sigh.
The majority of Irish Jews have immigrated to the United 

States, where Rosenblatt has tracked more than 56,000 
individuals with Irish-Jewish connections. Approximately 
500 Jews of Irish descent live in Israel.

Gafson said the Israeli-Irish community continues to 
celebrate its Irish roots “with zest,” including throwing 
St. Patrick’s Day and Bloomsday parties. The Ireland 
Israel Friendship League hosted a conference marking 
40 years of diplomatic exchanges in conjunction with 
Open University in the central Israeli city of Ra’anana 

Irish Continued from page 9
for politicians, ambassadors and professors.

Irish music and dancing is increasingly popular in Israel, 
said the Friendship League’s Gafson. The Israeli Academy 
of Irish Dance has six active branches.

In Ireland, however, the government is increasingly 
hostile toward Israel. In 2014, thousands of protesters 
symbolically sieged Dublin’s Israeli embassy, calling 
for expulsion of Israel’s ambassador to Ireland. Cantor 
Shulman said there is a rise in antisemitism in Ireland, 

in line with the rest of Europe.
Nonetheless, many Irish Jews remain active supporters 

of Israel. The Irish4Israel initiative hosts Israeli cultural 
and political events, and advocates for the Jewish state 
through letter writing and other campaigns. Shulman’s 
synagogue raises funds for Israel through an entity called 
the Jewish-Irish Appeal. “Could build up the community 
again?” asked Shulman. “It’s bleak at the moment, but 
there’s always hope.”
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Trove of 3,600-year-old Canaanite period artifacts found 
near Judean foothills

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – A treasure trove of ancient gold and silver 
artifacts dating back some 3,600 years was recently discovered in Tel Gezer, an archaeo-
logical site on the Judean foothills, the Israel Antiquities Authority and the Israel Nature 
and Parks Authority announced on Nov. 14. The archaeologists believe that the trove 
was most likely part of a ceremonial offering that was laid in the center of the multilevel 
structure being excavated. The artifacts were found in a pot wrapped in fabric and was 
still somewhat intact. An analysis of the fibers and the method of weaving indicated the 
fabric was a type of linen. Analysis of the artifacts indicates the trove was an offering 
in a structure likely seeking to synthesize Mesopotamian-Canaanite gods and Egyptian 
culture. The structure complex itself is part of a Middle Canaanite period city that in-
cludes an “impressive” gate, a wall and the largest Canaanite water tower known to date. 
“Gezer was one of the most important cities in the land of Israel during the Canaanite 
period,” Israel Parks Authority Director Shaul Goldstein said. “Its importance continued 
through the period when King Saul rebuilt the city. Finding this trove is a significant 
accomplishment that shines a light on the Canaanite culture in Israel 3,600 years ago, 
and further cements Gezer’s position as a significant archaeological site.”

Israel appoints new ambassador to Turkey in final step 
of reconciliation

Israel has announced the appointment of a new ambassador to Turkey in what is 
viewed as the final step in reconciliation and normalization between the two countries. 
Eitan Na’eh, who currently serves as deputy ambassador in London and also served as 
former ambassador to Azerbaijan, has been selected for the post, the Foreign Ministry 
said. Na’eh joined the Foreign Ministry in 1991 where he specialized in Turkish affairs 
and was previously posted in Ankara in 1993. In October, Turkish media reported that 
Kemal Okem, an adviser to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, had been selected as envoy 
to Israel. Erdogan had expelled the previous Israeli envoy in 2010 during the fallout 
from the Israeli commando raid on the Mavi Marmara flotilla. Both countries agreed to 
restore relations last summer. 
Jewish group, Israeli firm partner to develop global 
alert system for antisemitism

The World Jewish Congress announced that it has acquired a new Israeli-developed 
global alert system that will enable Jewish communities around the world to communicate 
in the event of an antisemitic or terrorist attack. The software system, being developed by 
the Israeli firm NowForce, is a cloud-based computer aided dispatch system that seeks 
to enhance communication as well as reduce the response time of local authorities and 
security forces. The system will include a mobile application for citizens in distress to 
report incidents as they occur. “The World Jewish Congress is committed to ensuring the 
security of Jews everywhere, and will not rest until our communities are better prepared 
and equipped to protect and defend themselves against any and every threat,” said WJC 
President Ronald Lauder. According to the WJC, the system will be gradually introduced 
in global Jewish communities during a 10-year period. “We look forward to working 
closely with WJC in implementing a rapid and successful roll-out of the system and to 
its becoming a key resource for Jewish communities throughout the world,” NowForce 
CEO Assaf Shafran said.
Palestinians threaten to make life “miserable” for U.S. 
if embassy moved to Jerusalem

The Palestinians promised to “make life miserable” for President-elect Donald Trump 
if he decides to follow through on a campaign promise to move the U.S. Embassy in Israel 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. “If people attack us by moving the embassy to Jerusalem… 
it is a violation of Resolution 181 of the U.N. General Assembly that was drafted by the 
U.S.… it means they are showing belligerency toward us. …If they do that nobody should 
blame us for unleashing all of the weapons that we have in the U.N. to defend ourselves, 
and we have a lot of weapons in the U.N.,” Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian representative 
to the United Nations, said on Nov. 11. While Mansour acknowledged that his response 
could not be a Security Council resolution because the U.S. would veto that move, he 
suggested there could be other ways the Palestinians could undermine the Americans. 
“Maybe I can’t have resolutions in the Security Council, but I can make their lives mis-
erable every day with precipitating a veto on my admission as a member state,” he said.
Iran and Russia in talks over $10 billion military deal

Iran and Russia are in talks over a possible $10 billion military deal that would include 
advanced weapons and hardware being delivered to the Islamic Republic. “These negoti-
ations are being carried out, the road has been paved,” Viktor Ozerov, head of the defense 
and security committee of Russia’s upper house of parliament, told reporters on Nov. 14, 
RT reported. According to Ozerov, the $10 billion military package to Iran would include 
Russian T-90 tanks, artillery systems, and various aircraft. Yet Russia and Iran may not 
be able to complete any military deal until 2020, when a United Nations moratorium 
on Iran obtaining weapons expires. Currently, deliveries can only be made to Iran with 
the consent of the United Nations Security Council. “In the same [U.N.] resolution it’s 
been outlined that the supply of armored vehicles, artillery systems, planes, and combat 
helicopters can occur before 2020 with permission of the U.N. Security Council,” Ozerov 
said, explaining that the United States and other Security Council members may veto 
the deal with Iran. As such, Ozerov said Russia and Iran will simply return to the issue 
in October 2020 “when the legal [limitations] will be removed.”
ADL releases post-election tips for emotional healing

The Anti-Defamation League has released recommendations and tips “to assist young 
people in processing their feelings and understanding what happened in the wake of 
the presidential election. ...It’s imperative that we help our kids navigate their feelings, 
understand what happened and work through their fears,” said Jonathan Greenblatt, the 
ADL’s CEO, in a statement coming on the heels of Donald Trump’s election victory. 
The ADL offers the following guidance: “Allow young people to express their feelings; 
answer questions; be honest about your personal thoughts and feelings; remain positive 
and explain that there are a variety of ways to be an activist, including countering bias, 
bullying and stereotyping; tell them you will protect and fight for them; and discuss and 
monitor what young people come across on social media and encourage connecting 
with others.” Morton Klein, president of the Zionist Organization of America, called the 
ADL’s materials “anti-Trump” that “betray the cause of combating antisemitism.” He 
said it’s wrong for the ADL to persist in “divisive fear-mongering… while ignoring the 
fact that President-elect Trump has proclaimed he will be a president for all Americans.”
Hamas calls Moroccan journalists’ visit to Israel a “crime 
against our people”

The Palestinian terror group Hamas has condemned a visit by several Moroccan 
journalists to Israel, calling their trip a “crime against our people.” The seven journalists 
were on a week-long visit to Israel sponsored by the Israeli Foreign Ministr the week of 
Nov. 7. The journalists were to meet with senior Israeli officials, government ministers 
and members of the Knesset, as well as visiting the Yad Vashem Holocaust museum. 
According to the Foreign Ministry, the visit was to promote more positive coverage of 
Israel in the Moroccan media. “In the shadow of the escalation of the crimes of the Israeli 
enemy and the actions of racist purification against our people, we condemn the visit 
of a team of Moroccan media persons to the Israeli entity with the goal of normalizing 
with it and undertaking a campaign of beautifying its image in the Arab media,” Hamas 
spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said, the London-based Al-Araby Al-Jadeed newspaper 
reported. “We consider this a crime against our people, and an offense to the feelings 
of the Arabs and Muslims and lovers of the Palestinian cause, and an encouragement of 
the Israeli entity in its crimes and violations,” he added. While Morocco does not have 
official diplomatic relations with Israel, the two countries have had informal ties over the 
years, including economic and political relations during the 1990s following the Oslo 
Accords between Israel and the Palestinians. Morocco was also once home to a sizable 
Jewish community of more than 250,000 people at its peak in the 1940s. Today, most 
Moroccan Jews live in Israel. 
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