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Hanukkah House Museum celebrating 20th
anniversary
This year, 2016, is the 20th anniversary
of Hanukkah House Museum, which is held
in the Kilmer Mansion at Temple Concord,
9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. To celebrate,
museum founder Rabbi Lance Sussman,
Ph.D., will speak on Wednesday, November 30, at 7:30 pm, in the Temple Concord
social hall. He will discuss “The Eternal
Miracle, Hanukkah and its Adaptations.”
Refreshments and a question-and-answer
period will follow. A tour of the museum
will be included. The event will be open
to the public.
Reservations for the event will be appreciated by calling 723-7355. The fee
for Sussman’s presentation will be $5,
payable at the door. His talk will discuss
the Americanization of Chanukah, as well
as some history of Hanukkah House Museum. The seasonal teaching museum will
open on Tuesday, November 29, at 5 pm.
The museum is free; non-perishable food
donations to CHOW will be appreciated.
Sussman, who came to Temple Concord
from Temple Beth El in Endicott, is now
in his 15th year as senior rabbi at Reform
Congregation Kenesseth Israel in Elkins
Park, PA. An author and lecturer, Sussman
has published numerous books and articles,

and has served as an editor of
Hanukkah House Museum
will be open starting Tuesday,
“Reform Judaism in America:
November 29, at 5 pm, on
A Biographical Dictionary and
Tuesdays, Saturdays and SunSourcebook.” He is president of
the Association for Progressive
days from noon-4 pm, and on
Judaism and is past national
Thursdays from 4-8 pm. It will
chairman of the Central Conferbe closed on Thanksgiving. The
museum will close for the season
ence of American Rabbis Press.
on Thursday, December 29.
He is a trustee of the Katz Center
The theme for 2016 is Yad
for Advanced Judaic Studies at
Vashem Righteous Among the
the University of Pennsylvania,
Nations, the non-Jews who
the American Jewish Historical
risked their lives to save Jews
Society and is a member of the
Rabbi Lance
from the Holocaust. Several
Academic Advisory and EditoriSussman
are famous, such as Oskar
al Board of the American Jewish
Schindler, Miep Gies and
Archives. He is a past president
of the Cheltenham Area Multifaith Council Raoul Wallenberg, but most are generally
and the Delaware Valley Association of unknown. In a separate exhibit, the 20
years of Hanukkah House Museum will
Reform Rabbis.
Previously, Sussman served as chairman be celebrated. Additionally, information
of the Jewish Studies Department at Bing- from the 2014 exhibit on the Kilmer
hamton University. He has offered courses in Mansion and family will be on display.
Jewish history at Hebrew Union College in The mansion was purchased shortly after
New York City, Rutgers University, Temple Temple Concord was established in 1950.
University and Princeton University. He The Kilmer Mansion was designed and
currently offers undergraduate courses in built in 1898 by local architect Edward
Jewish history at Princeton and Temple on Vosbury in the Italian renaissance and
a rotating basis, as well as online graduate Queen Anne style.
instruction for Gratz College.

Federation board meeting
open to community
The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Wednesday, November
16, at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending
should make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough
materials will be available.

Other Hanukkah House Museum exhibits will give students and visitors a sense
of the historical aspect of how Chanukah is
celebrated around the world. Bobbie King’s
dollhouses will also be returning this year.
The Judaic Gift Shop featuring a selection of Judaica will be open during museum
hours, except on Saturdays.
Club leaders and teachers have been
encouraged to schedule a field trip to the
museum. Groups of all sizes will be welcome. Tours can be scheduled mornings,
afternoons or evenings any day of the week
by contacting Carol Herz at 222-7144.
For questions, contact Hanukkah.House.
Museum@gmail.com.

And the
winner is...
The winner of the 2016 presidential
election is Donald Trump. For an analysis
of the election, see next week’s issue of
The Reporter.

Musical show at the
JCC on Nov. 13

The Binghamton Jewish Community
Center will hold a musical show on Sunday, November 13, at 3 pm, in the JCC
auditorium. The full-length musical “I
Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change,”
with book and lyrics by Joe DiPietro,

music by Jimmy Roberts, will star Jan
and Shannon DeAngelo, Annie Graham
and Josh Sedelmeyer.
Tickets to attend will cost $20 per person
at the door. For more information, contact
the JCC at 724-2417.

Spotlight

Rabbinical career fulfils dream for new TI rabbi
By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
He’s worked in various aspects of the
Jewish community since he graduated
from Drake University of Iowa in 1980,
but only now is he fulfilling his dream of
becoming a rabbi. Geoffrey M. Brown, the
interim rabbi of Temple Israel through May,
will graduate from the Academy of Jewish
Religion next spring.
Brown has wanted to be a rabbi for
decades, but practical concerns came first.
In an e-mail interview, he noted that, in
the 1990s, “Elissa, my partner/friend/significant other and I were planning the next
phase of our lives. It was my decision to
proceed with her career first: to seek her
Ph.D. in educational leadership and policy
with a specialization in gifted education.
Once she completed the degree with honors
at William and Mary [University], and once
our three children were officially no longer
living at home, it was my turn to pursue my
goal: to become a rabbi. There are a few
years between the 1980s and 2012 when I
began my studies at the Academy for Jewish

years at several universities, in
Religion. I will finally achieve
addition to serving at a pulpit
this goal and receive smicha –
that allowed him to engage with
ordination – this spring.”
seniors and retirees.
He sees his work – whether
Brown notes that helping
within the Jewish community or
others on their Jewish paths –
not – as helpful in creating his
wherever they might be on that
rabbinate. “We are (the generic
journey – is “the most important
‘we’) a composite of all our
part” of his rabbinate. He believes
experiences,” he said. “During
he can do this by assisting people
my career, both within Jewish
circles and in the secular world, Geoffrey M. Brown “in their explorations of their own
I have learned, managed, facili- is the new spiritual personal Judaism.” In addition,
tated and led others – primarily leader of Temple he wants “to provide positive
learning experiences with peoin non-profit settings – such that Israel.
I understand business operations
ple of all ages such that they
and financials, as well as development.”
enjoy their exposure to Judaism, whether
Brown has worked with almost every age it involves ritual, prayer, social action and
group. The most recent example is his work Israel,” and to help “congregants and other
at the 92nd Street Y with preschool-sixth people with whom I encounter in pastoral
grade children at its summer camp, Yomi, and counseling settings.”
Brown sees the new Temple Israel
and with middle-school aged children at
the Y’s Hebrew school. He continues to do building as a great opportunity: He hopes
b’nai mitzvah tutoring, something that he to “attract new community members to
began when he was 16 years old. Brown explore our new space and take advantage
also worked with college students for 10 of helping plan for the future.” He wants to

help the congregation use the building “to its
fullest extent” and plans to accomplish this
by “encourag[ing] young families who have
an association with Hillel Academy to become part of planning special programming
designed and geared for them; attract[ing]
BU students for Shabbat morning services
beyond their ba’al koreh [Torah reading]
skills; serv[ing] the needs of community
members in assisted living and visiting the
sick in hospital settings; and provid[ing]
learning opportunities for all ages.” Brown
will also help synagogue leadership create a
five-year plan to work toward those goals.
Brown has lived most of his adult life
in smaller communities and realizes the
advantages and disadvantages of the situation. Among the problems he sees are fewer
kosher food options, and fewer people and
resources. He did note that Binghamton
has more prayer options than many smaller
communities since there are three synagogues in the area, as well as opportunities
for other prayer experiences connected to
See “Rabbinical” on page 7
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A moving experience, part IV
I got what I wanted until I didn’t. Huh? “What’s Roz
talking about,” you’re asking yourselves? “Is she nuts?”
Probably, and no doubt I got more that way from my experiences with moving.
Yes, moving can make a person crazy and doing it
twice in four months was my recipe for sleepless nights
and constant heart palpitations and tears. Like a novice
skier on a slippery slope, self-preservation became of the
utmost importance. “So why would she do such a thing?”
you’re thinking.
Here’s the sad and happy of it.
But before getting to the point of this piece, namely, how
to decide what criteria are important in the place you will
live in after selling your house, I need to sidetrack to explain
that my first attempt to make a home in a rental apartment
didn’t work out. This incident was my motivation to look
at my life through new lenses, learn from a bad experience
and make changes. I became confronted with unbearable
decisions and risk-taking that I was fighting desperately
to avoid. At the beginning of the process, I was sure that I
wanted to be a renter because I didn’t want to invest any
part of the nest egg I had set aside from the sale of my
house into another property. But things got so bad in the
rental that I felt I had no choice but to jump off the track
I was on, and out of the way of the train barreling down
on me. Putting my money on the line became imperative
to give me control over my life and peace of mind as I
crawled into my bed at night.
Let’s go back to square one. And the story about how I
learned what I really needed to call a place “home.” When
I heard from a friend that an apartment was available
not far from the neighborhood where I raised my kids,
I grabbed Sima Auerbach, my trusted confidante, and
drove out to meet with the landlord for a walk-through.
He was charming, friendly, jovial and accommodating,
and easy to gab with. I had actually heard his name
years ago from one of my hairdressing customers whose
daughter was close friends with his daughter, so I felt we
had a connection and it seemed we could get along. As
we walked around and noticed a broken window shade
and screen door that didn’t close properly, he said, “No
problem, I’ll fix them for you.”
The apartment was on a lovely, well-kept block with
contemporary homes. The inside had a ‘70s-ish male party
house feel, with an orange ceramic kitchen sink, a beamed
wooden cathedral ceiling, a wet bar in the eating area and
a stone fireplace in the living room, but the place had
potential. And it was a true break from my cookie cutter

tract house. The time was right for me to move on from
my old life to something new and exciting.
Perfect, the landlord would make all the repairs and
I would only be responsible for the monthly rent and
utilities. The place was a fair market price and within my
budget. Great; no more worries about major home repairs,
shoveling snow or mowing the grass. The landlord even
agreed to a clause stating that I could break the lease at any
time by my paying a penalty. So my fear of commitment
was alleviated, too.
Everything was lovely until I moved in. The first
time I stepped into the green vinyl shower stall fear shot
down my spine, as I felt something squishy under my feet
and thought I might fall through into the basement. The
faucets dripped, toilets didn’t flush properly and sinks
drained slowly.
And so, on with this sad tale.
Although the landlord promised to put dead bolts
on the doors, he didn’t. He ignored my pleas to fix the
windows that wouldn’t close tightly, telling me that he
would shut them for good and I should air out the place
by opening the sliding glass door, which had a broken
lock on it, too. In fact, he didn’t do anything I asked, even
after I presented him with a laundry list of the defects in
the apartment, took pictures of all the inadequacies and
called him numerous times to make good on his promises.
He even had the gall to say to me, “Stop asking me for
things or you’ll be sorry.”
I was frantic as this nasty, disrespectful, lying, bully
made my life impossible and insecure. You think maybe I
didn’t like or trust this character? I was so afraid living in
this house of horrors that I purchased door security bars
to shove under the door knobs so that he could not walk
in on me. I installed a clear shower curtain so that I was
able to see out when showering, reminiscent of the Bates
Motel in “Psycho.”
It became obvious that I had to get out of this place
after I stopped in to talk to the Code Enforcement Officer
of the town, who told me he knew the landlord and that I
had the right to file a complaint because there was water
leaking under the sink, but I should expect to be evicted.
He said, “That’s what these types of landlords do.”
I had had enough of this jerk, along with his insane
rules and lack of caring about my comfort. No holes
were allowed to be hammered into the walls; therefore I
could not hang any pictures. I tiptoed into the basement
each time I did my laundry because there were mouse
pellets shoved under the insulation near the washer,

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

surely a tip-off that little things were lurking there.
An unidentifiable odor in that area made me wonder
if my health was being compromised. And I could
barely vacuum his so called new carpeting because as
I did it unraveled.
OK, jump forward to the happy of this tale.
Through a circuitous route, and one filled with
anguish and pain, I did discover what was important to me in a “home” and what I was willing to put
into it. Surely, not everyone needs what I need, but
I will now mention to you the things that I found to
be quality of life issues which I am so lucky to have
found in my new “home.” I will exclude a discussion
of money because being able to afford where you live
goes without saying. The differences between renting
a place or differing types of purchases or buy-ins is a
discussion left to another time.
Beyond anything else, I need to feel secure inside and
outside of my home, and have a place where when I put
my head down at night, it is not with fear in my heart and
anxiety in my dreams. Security systems and a security
staff can provide that.
My decision to sell my house was pushed by my wanting to get out from under the burden of maintaining the
property – namely, snow removal, lawn and landscaping
care and major structural repairs. The question is: in the
new residence, who will perform these duties? What is the
standard of job performance and how long will it take? If
you become a renter, I suggest you get this information,
either from the management company or neighbors. Let
me even suggest that you visit Code Enforcement in the
area to find out what they know about the place you are
thinking to move into.
If you are anything like me, you may want to get to
know your neighbors and make new friends. Look for
what organized activities go on and if there is a common
room for people to congregate. Hang around the place, chat
with people who come in and out, and ask a few questions
about their happiness in their surroundings.
Stairs and handicapped accessibility are safety concerns
that, even if they seem a long way off into the future, they
can creep up quickly. You want to remain independent and
enjoy life in your new “home” by being safe. Will you be
allowed to decorate and change the apartment to suit your
liking? Does the place you are considering have health
equipment that you can use when the weather is inclement
and it is impossible to get out?
See “Moving” on page 3

Opinion
In My Own Words

How do they know?
There’s nothing like discussing theology with someone
who asks the question, “How do they know?” Or explaining
to a person that the reason behind an intricate halachac
(legal) ruling is “because the Bible says so.” The former
occurred when I was speaking about the books on Jewish
ideas of the afterlife that I reviewed in last week’s Reporter.
(To see the review, visit www.thereportergroup.org/Article.
aspx?aID=4481.) The latter took place when discussing a
column written by an Orthodox halachic expert. The person
wanted to know the basis for the argument and the bottom
line was that the discussion was based on how to perform a
biblical commandment. The reason for these exchanges is
that in our contemporary multi-religious and multi-cultural
society, people expect different, more scientific reasoning.
Take, for example, the many different ideas about the
afterlife that occurs cross-culturally. Actually, even within
the Jewish community, there is no consensus about the
afterlife and many people question whether it exists. The
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Bible suggests one thing, the ancient rabbis suggest another
and every period since has chimed in with variations on
the themes. Imagine trying to explain this when the question – how do they know? – is asked. Well, it’s belief and
there’s no way to prove a belief to someone living outside
the system. Messages from God don’t really work since
there are so many contradictory messages that it’s hard to
tell who to believe. Jews, Christians, Muslims and Hindus,
just to name a few religions, have very different ideas.
Many people don’t understand the Jewish legal reasoning because it’s a very different system from that used in
contemporary Western society. In many ways, it’s a closed
system – meaning that the rules make sense within the
system, but can’t be discovered from outside it. Rabbinic
thought talks about some Jewish laws that could be learned
through logic. Most of these are found cross-culturally. For
example, every culture has rules against theft, murder and
incest – even though they may define those terms differently.
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The more difficult biblical laws to understand are those that
must be obeyed because God commanded them. In fact,
that’s the point: Jews who follow them follow them because
they are God’s commandments. That doesn’t stop people
from looking for reasons, though. I’ve read many articles
that offer explanations about the origins of kashrut – the
Jewish dietary laws – but none are completely successful.
I find all these explorations and explanations intellectually fascinating. That may be because I’m a cultural
anthropologist at heart. This affects the way I study Mishnah and Talmud. I’m more interested in what the ancient
rabbis were trying to accomplish in their society, rather
than their actual rulings. Reading about different Jewish
customs across the world is a favorite topic, as is the history
of when, and sometimes why, those customs came into
being. I love understanding how our religion developed
and changed throughout time; it makes my practice of
Judaism feel richer and more alive.
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Bar Kocva Israeli Art Expo coming to the JCC
Israeli-born Moshe Bar Kocva is no stranger to Binghamton. He has been sharing his jewelry and the work of
other Israeli artists with the Binghamton community for
more than 15 years. Packing and shipping thousands of
pieces of art throughout the U.S. each year, Bar Kocva
leaves his family to travel to America where he earns a
living for himself and 45 other artists from Israel that he
represents.
Scheduled for Sunday-Tuesday, November 20-22, from
10 am-8 pm, and Wednesday, November 23, from 10 am-2

pm, the Bar Kocva Israeli Art Expo will take place at the
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
“We are extremely excited that Bar Kocva will be returning to Binghamton,” said Sheryl Brumer, JCC executive
director. “The jewelry and art he brings is incredible, but
more importantly, it’s a wonderful opportunity to support
these incredibly talented artists from Israel. Bar Kocva is
a wonderful, delightful man. Meeting and talking with him
is half the experience, and knowing that he actually looks
forward to coming here because he feels at home in our

“Maimonides of Food” topic of
BD luncheon on Nov. 12

By Paula Rubin
Professor Tony Preus, of Binghamton University’s
Department of Philosophy, will be the guest speaker for
the Shabbat luncheon on Saturday, November 12, at Beth
David Synagogue. His topic, “Maimonides of Food,” will
explore how Maimonides, the Torah scholar also known as
the Rambam, was also a physician. Preus talk will follow
the free luncheon after services. The entire community has
been invited to services, the luncheon and the talk.
Preus plans to focus on Maimonides medical treatises:
those intended as summaries of classic medical devices,

defense against poisoning and treatment for asthma or
hemorrhoids, as well as others. Preus will base his talk on
the medical and scientific content of Maimonides’ work
in a specific area, and about the philosophical theories on
which he based his medical and scientific studies.
Preus received his M.A. from Oxford University in 1966.
He teaches many courses in the department of philosophy,
such as “Plato and Aristotle,” “Socrates” and “Medical
Ethics.” He has written four books from 1975-2012, with
several articles published in the same time period.
For more information, call Beth David at 722-1793.

Celebrating Chanukah with
far-away grandchildren
With so many families far-flung these days, how do
grandparents celebrate Chanukah with their out-of-town
grandchildren? The Reporter wants to know for a holiday
feature story. Does the family come into town to spend
time with bubbe and zayde, or does the plane/train/automobile travel in the opposite direction? Or maybe the
family uses Skype or Facetime? Or perhaps just exchange
cards and mailed gifts?

community is a great feeling. In addition, the fact that 82
percent of the sales go directly to him and the other Israeli
artists he represents, rather than a middleman or a dealer,
makes your purchase that much sweeter.”
See “Art” on page 11

The Jewish Community wishes to express its
sympathy to the family of

Roselyn Rosenbaum

Early deadline
for The Reporter

Due to holiday closings, the deadline for the following upcoming issue of The Reporter is as follows. No
exceptions will be made.
Issue......................................................... Deadline
Friday, December 2............Monday, November 21

(607)692-3900
2659 E. Main St., Whitney Point, NY 13862
Jim Shara, owner/manager - serving our area for over 25 years

Cremation & Traditional Funeral Options
Monuments - Handicap Accessible
“There’s No Comparison”
Facilities • Staff • Prices

The Reporter would appreciate receiving anecdotes
by Friday, December 2, in order to include them in the
Friday, December 16, Chanukah issue. Those interested
in having their family stories included can e-mail them
to treporter@aol.com with “Chanukah grandparents”
in the subject line. If short and neatly written or typed,
they can be dropped off or mailed to The Reporter, 500
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850.

www.SUNSET MEMORIALSERVICES.com

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Holiday Artisan Marketplace
Temple Concord Sisterhood’s fifth annual Holiday Artisan
Marketplace will be held on Sunday, November 20, from 10
am-3 pm, in the social hall at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside
Dr., Binghamton. The cost for admission will be a $1 do-

Whale of a Sale

Sponsored by the Temple Concord Sisterhood, the
Whale of a Sale, a sale of new and nearly new products,
will begin on Sunday, November 6, from 10 am-4 pm,
in the first floor social hall at the temple, 9 Riverside
Dr., Binghamton. The sale will be open on Monday,
November 7, and Wednesday, November 9, from noon-4
pm, and it will have extended hours from noon-6:30 pm
on Tuesday, November 8, and Thursday, November 10.
The sale will be closed Friday-Saturday, November
11-12. The last day of Whale of a Sale will be Sunday,
November 13, which will be a bag sale from 10 am-4 pm.
The sale will feature brand name winter clothing for
babies, children, teenagers, women and men, as well as
baby equipment, books, toys, games for children and adults,
housewares, sports equipment, tools, art, jewelry and more.
Lisa McCarthy is the Whale of a Sale chairwoman.

nation to CHOW or a non-perishable food item for CHOW.
The sale will feature clothing, jewelry, beadwork, paintings, art prints, stationery, mosaics, cards, artistic knits,
hats, headbands, gemstones, table decor, ornaments, baby
gifts, candles, soap and more.
Also available will be a bake sale with some hot foods.
Sisterhood chairwomen for the sale are Helene Philips,
Marilyn Strosberg, Janet Hayman, Roz Antoun, Marsha
Luks and Judy Osburn. Vendors will be present to sell
artistic wares during the one-day sale.

Moving

Continued from page 2

My advice to you is that you think about the issues
I have put out there in this piece, think about your own
lifestyles and integrate my experiences into your own
formulas for options in moving to a new place. My wish
is that you not go through the awful experiences I endured.
You can always call me at 724-2332 to sit down and chat
about your concerns and ideas. For sure, I have plenty of
experience in these matters.
A fifth part to this series will be published in a future
issue of The Reporter. For previous parts of this series,
see past issues of The Reporter.

from
ppy ChanukahOnysko,
HaMelodye
ANP, CNM
Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
• Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
(607)692-3900
• Early Pregnancy
Care
2659
E.
Main
St., Whitney
Point,
NY
13862
• Birth Control Options
including IUD's
and
Nexplanon
Jim Shara, owner/manager - serving our area for over 25 years
• Infertility Counseling and Testing
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Advanced
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607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associatess
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790
my.womensobgyn.info

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and
Karen Castoro FNP

Book & lyrics by Joe DiPietro, music by Jimmy Roberts

Women TIES
Greater Binghamton Luncheon
"The Inside Scoop on the Tricks and Triumphs
of Social Media Success"
Co-sponsored by The Women's Business Center of NYS
and The Reporter Group

Featuring: Paula Fairbairn - Founder,
P. Fairbairn Designs Creative Studio

Starring: Jan & Shannon DeAngelo,
Annie Graham and Josh Sedelmeyer

Thursday, November 17 • 11:30am - 2pm
Traditions at the Glen, 4101 Watson Blvd., Johnson City, NY
RSVP to www.womenties.com or 315-708-4288 by Nov. 14.
This is a women only event.

Sunday, November 13 at 3 pm • Tickets $20
www.binghamtonjcc.org
500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850 (607) 724-2417

r Greetings from
New Yea

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
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Off the Shelf

Refashioning the self

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Is it possible that, by altering one fact about yourself, you
could radically change the course of your life? That’s what
occurs in Karine Tull’s fascinating and frustrating novel
“The Age of Reinvention” (Atria Books). Samir Tahar, who
comes from a poor French Muslim family, seems doomed
to a life of drudgery and despair. By renaming himself Sam
Tahar and letting people believe he’s Jewish, he manages
not only to become a successful lawyer, but to reach the
upper echelons of Manhattan society and marry into a rich
Jewish family.
To explain his past, Tahar borrows from the history of a
former friend, the Jewish Samuel Baron, whose estranged
parents die in an automobile accident when the two men
are in law school. That blow – and learning that Tahar slept
with his girlfriend, Nina – leads to a breakdown. When
forced to choose between the two men, Nina remains
with Baron, even though he drops out of law school and

Notice of Formation of Fox Street
Horseheads Associates LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 09/08/16. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 83 Ararat Dr., Vestal, NY 13850.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Instant
Coupons, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/08/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY
13851-0678. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Progressive
Property Development Group LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/15/07. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
236 Death Valley Rd., Johnson City,
NY 13790, also the address of the
registered agent David M. McPeak
upon whom process may be served.
Current address for service: 4245
Murphy Rd., Binghamton, NY
13903, also the current address
of the registered agent David M.
McPeak upon whom process may
be served. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Aspire
Financial Group, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/19/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 231 Main St.,
Ste. 3, Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Northway, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G.
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton,
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CORE of Fritz Farm, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/22/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 10 Lawton
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.

becomes an unsuccessful writer. The three reconnect 20
years later after Tahar is interviewed on CNN and repeats
Baron’s life story as if it were his own. The result of Tahar’s
return to France, and his visit to Baron and Nina, changes
the course of all three lives.
It’s difficult to talk more about the complexities of the
action without giving away the plot, particularly in the
latter part of the novel. What Tull offers throughout the
book, though, are fascinating insights into human nature.
For example, Tahar believes that suffering prevents people
from achieving, rather than teaching them important life
lessons: “He didn’t believe that you are made tougher by
enduring life’s slings and arrows, overcoming difficulties
in order to succeed, experiencing poverty and humiliation
and abuse. On the contrary, he feels certain that poverty
makes you fragile. Deprivation weakens you, physically
and morally. At best, it makes you resentful – and anger

can be energy, of course. Sometimes it can help smash
down doors. But if you go through those doorways, you’ll
soon see how your rage stigmatizes you. Go through those
doorways and you will immediately become a mimic, you
will choose a form of conformism that does not exclude
originality but gives you a chance to belong. Because, for
the social elite, it is not rage that rules but self-control.”
What fascinates Tahar is the ease with which the elite
travel through the world – their expectation that others will
cater to their unspoken needs. He envies his Jewish wife,
Ruth, who grew up in this rarified world and who’s insulated
from the reality he experienced as a child. Having to act
Jewish is difficult for him at times because Ruth’s family
are practicing Orthodox Jews: “They stopped work at dusk
every Friday until nightfall on Saturday. They consulted
rabbis the way some people consult fortune-tellers, to find
See “Self” on page 6

LEGAL NOTICE

______________________

Notice of Formation of 36-40 Farr
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 169 Crary LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 09/28/16. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
158 Merrill Ave., Staten Island, NY
10314. Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
CAPITAL MBG, LLC
Articles of Organization were filed
with the NY State Dept. of State,
Division of Corporations and State
Records on September 22, 2016.
Office and principal business location:
53 Chenango Street, 7th Floor, City
of Binghamton, Broome County,
New York. Secy. of State designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served and shall
mail process to: 53 Chenango Street,
7th Floor, Binghamton, NY 13901,
principal business address of the LLC,
Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
Binghamton Realty Partners LLC Arts.
of Org. filed w/ SSNY 10/4/16. Off. in
Broome Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of
LLC whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC,
43 Crary Ave, Binghamton, NY 13905.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

Company with the Secretary of State
was October 12, 2016. The county in
which the principal place of business
of the Company shall be located
is Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any process against the Company,
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP,
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY
13901. The purpose of the business
of the Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is 76 CONKLIN
AVENUE LLC.
2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the Secretary
of State is October 12, 2016.
3. The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
4. The Secretary of State of the
State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: 136 Main
Street, Binghamton, NY 13905.
5. The character or purpose
of the business of the LLC
is any purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY UNDER THE
NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY LAW

1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is OAKDALE
ROAD HOLDINGS LLC.

Notice is hereby given of the
formation of Bubsy Holdings LLC
(the “Company”) for the transaction
of business in the State of New York
and elsewhere.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is October 3,
2016.

1. The name of the Company is
Bubsy Holdings LLC.

3.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him or her is: PO Box 2039,
Binghamton, New York 13902.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________

2. The Company’s Articles of
Organization were filed with
the New York Secretary of State
on March 28, 2016.
3. The County’s office within New
York State is located in Broome
County.
4. The New York Secretary of State
has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom
process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any such
process served upon him
or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,

5.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Rispoli Holdings, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of the

To place a
legal notice,
contact Bonnie at
724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org

Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
220, Binghamton, New York
13901.

Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date
of dissolution: None.
______________________

5. The character or purpose of the
Company’s business is for any
lawful business purpose except
to do any business in New York
State for which a statute
specifically requires some other
business entity or natural person
to be formed or used for such
business.
______________________

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f M D M
Enterprises of Farmington, LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/13/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 2224 Pierce
Creek Rd., Binghamton, NY 13903.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of formation of Standard Land
Co, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on 10/12/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, PO Box 584, Binghamton,
NY 13902-0584. Purpose: any lawful
business purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 138 Henry
Street LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/30/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 3 Bond St., Binghamton,
NY 13903. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Fayetteville, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/03/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Amherst, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/11/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Ithaca, LLC, Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/11/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Florence, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/11/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902.

801 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(“LLC”)
Articles of Organization of 801 Gage
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service of
process against it. NYSS shall mail
process to 1963 Bradley Creek
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
749 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(“LLC”)
Articles of Organization of 749 Gage
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS
designated as agent for service of
process against it. NYSS shall mail
process to 1963 Bradley Creek
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
279 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/24/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the LLC may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
The LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson
City, NY 13790. General purpose.
______________________
277 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/21/16.
Office location: Broome County.
SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the LLC may
be served. SSNY shall mail process
The LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson
City, NY 13790. General purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of
Mindful Health & Wellness, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/2016.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 515 East Main Street,
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Woodmere, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
10/20/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
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Temple Israel held Open House

Temple Israel held a Community Open House on October 30. People gathered in the
social hall to enjoy refreshments.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Members of the community toured the sanctuary during the Temple Israel Community
Open House.

From JNS.org

Germany’s Daimler to open R&D center in Israel

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The German multinational automotive corporation Daimler AG, Mercedes-Benz’s parent company, on Nov. 7 announced plans to
set up a new research and development center in Israel. The center, which will be built
in Tel Aviv, joins the conglomerate’s R&D network, which includes sites in the U.S.,
Germany, India and China. Adi Ofek, a longtime executive with Daimler, will head the
Israeli center. The Tel Aviv center will focus on “car mobility and information services,
in addition to the development and testing of various projects and user interfaces,” the
company said. Daimler board member Professor Thomas Weber, who also heads the
conglomerate’s research and development ventures for cars, said the new technology
center “seeks to boost the global R&D outline with the help of Israel, the high-tech
nation... so that we will continue to be the automotive industry’s technological leader in
terms of efficient, technologically advanced, safe cars.”

Israel foils Palestinian attempt to join Interpol police
cooperation organization

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin announced on Nov. 8 that Israel has successfully foiled
a Palestinian attempt to join Interpol, an intergovernmental organization that facilitates
international police cooperation. “This morning we foiled an attempt by the Palestinians
to join Interpol,” Netanyahu said in a speech inaugurating a new railway system in the
Jezreel Valley. “This would have constituted a change in Israel’s international status.
The matter was achieved through intensive work by [Israeli] Foreign Office officials
and the National Security Council, and I am grateful to them for their efforts.” The bid
to join Interpol is the latest attempt by the Palestinians to seek international support for
their statehood bid. Interpol was set to vote on Palestinian membership at its upcoming
general assembly in Bali, Indonesia. Israeli officials feared that sensitive information
could be leaked to terrorists if the Palestinians join Interpol.

L-r: Sadia Siddiqui, Al Lavker and Ehtisham Siddiqui enjoyed the Temple Israel Community
Open House.

Palestinians to demand “return” of Dead Sea Scrolls

The Palestinian Authority is reportedly preparing to demand that United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization force Israel to “return” the Dead Sea
Scrolls to the Palestinians. During a meeting convened by the U.N.’s cultural body in
October, Eitan Klein, who serves as the deputy director of the Israel Antiquities Authority,
was told that the Palestinians had informally raised the issue of Israel returning the Dead
Sea Scrolls, and that they were likely to make an official request to that end, the Times
of Israel reported. “This is another instance of provocation and the ‘chutzpah’ of the
Palestinians trying to rewrite history and erase our connection to our land,” said Israeli
Ambassador to UNESCO Carmel Shama-Hacohen. “The fragments of the scrolls are
proof and a weighty archaeological evidence of the historical connection of the Jewish
People to the land of Israel,” added Shama-Hacohen. The Dead Sea Scrolls, one of Israel’s
most treasured archaeological possessions, were found in caves in Qumran in the Judean
Desert in 1947 by a Bedouin shepherd boy. Currently housed at the Israel Museum in
Jerusalem, the scrolls include some of the earliest copies of the Hebrew Bible ever found.
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Israeli geeks turn to sci-fi and fantasy to escape a
sometimes harsh reality
By Andrew Tobin
TEL AVIV (JTA) – As a kid, Ben Engelman dreamed of
being a warrior. Until he was old enough to join the Israeli
army, he settled for role playing as a sword fighter. Now 25,
Engelman has been to war in Gaza and finished his service
in a special forces unit. But he hasn’t stopped play fighting.
“This is how I imagined fighting growing up. There’s
glory but no blood,” he told JTA recently, moments after
mauling an adversary with a foam sword. “Real war isn’t
fun or glamorous. It’s yuck.”
When not engaged in combat, Engelman oversaw the
fighting arena at the Icon Festival, the largest science fiction
and fantasy event in the country. He was one of thousands of

Two young men wore Spider-Man costumes at the Icon
Festiva on October 19. (Photo by Dan Ofer)

Community
Calendar

The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish
Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.”
“Have you forgotten the date of your organization’s
event? Can’t remember when the CJS lecture is? Do you
want to hear what’s happening at the next Federation
board meeting? Are you planning an event and want to
make sure there are no conflicts? Then go to www.jfgb.
org and hit ‘calendar,’” said Sima Auerbach, executive
director of the Federation. “This is your Community
Calendar! All the events this amazing community
holds are listed – and if you do not see what you were
looking for, call us at 724-2332. In a community of this
size – where people belong to several organizations or
synagogues – we want to make certain that people don’t
miss an important event or meeting.”
Updates or additions of events for the calendar can be
made by contacting the Federation through its website
(click on “calendar” and then “click here to request a
change to the calendar”) or by calling 724-2332.

Israelis who turned out to share a love of alternate realities – and
to temporarily escape the sometimes harsh one they live in.
“It’s a great form of escapism and a great form of entertainment,” Tomer Shalev, 34, the general manager of
Icon and a finance manager in real life, told JTA. “Sci-fi
and fantasy let you do things can’t do in real life: put on a
mask, pretend you’re on the deck of the Starship Enterprise
or fight like knights in the Middle Ages. At Icon, we geeks
are giving people a three-day peek into our hobbies and
into our hearts. I think we got it right because each and
every year we get more people.”
As many as 8,000 people attended the Icon Festival this
year, which was held October 18-20. An all-volunteer staff
of more than 300 from the Israeli Society for Sci-fi and
Fantasy and the Israeli Society for Role Playing produced
the festival, which is in its 20th year.
Icon was split between the Tel Aviv Cinematheque and
Iloni Alef High School. The festival included movie screenings, original theater productions, role-playing games and
lectures covering topics from the scientific inaccuracies of
sci-fi movies to “filk music” created by sci-fi and fantasy
fans also known as “fandom.”
The man behind the filk lecture was Eugeny Reznikov,
a 33-year-old programmer from Herzliya. “People like
music and fans are people. So fandom like music and they
make music about what they like,” he explained to JTA.
In the outdoor plaza between the two buildings, dozens
of booths offered paraphernalia like comic books, fantasy
and sci-fi novels, and anime jewelry. Harry Potter-style
wizard wands could be had for a price. Most of the festival’s
visitors were in their teens or 20s, many in costume as their
favorite fictional character. The supervillains from this
summer’s “Suicide Squad” film, based on the DC Comics

Ben Engelman wielded a weapon at the Icon Festival on
October 18. (Photo courtesy of Icon Festival)
characters, were especially well represented.
Engelman spent his time in the fighting arena, a section of
a basketball court marked off by a wooden barrier and affectionately called “the Colosseum.” Homemade foam weapons
were available to the public for rent, and duels between friends,
parents and children, and strangers raged throughout the day.
On the last day of the festival, a teenager in faux-chain
mail parried blows from a boy in a knitted kippah, whose
side locks flew as he swung a massive battle ax. Nearby,
women in character as medieval barmaids served soda and
snacks in the “inn” tent.
Together, the structures comprised Icon’s outdoor
live-action role-playing area, or LARP, under Engelman’s management. Outdoor LARP is essentially
make-believe that you don’t have to grow out of. Players
See “Geeks” on page 11

Self

Continued from page 4

out what decision to take, what attitudes to adopt. They
obeyed at least 400 of the 613 commandments.” Ruth’s
choice of spouse does not sit well with her father – partly
because of Tahar’s claim of Sephardic origin and his nonexistent family, but partly because he just doesn’t trust the
handsome man who captured his daughter’s heart.
Tahar is the most interesting character in “The Age of
Reinvention,” but Tull manages to make the other major
characters feel three-dimensional. For example, she describes Baron as someone “for whom the whole of existence was nothing but a mass of neuroses and whose only
ambition was to use this mental suffering as the material
for a great book.” His writing has never been published
and, by the time the three meet again, Baron no longer
even sends his manuscripts to publishers. While his employment as a social worker has been successful, Baron’s
personal life is less so. He has good reason for doubting
Nina’s decision to remain with him, rather than continuing
her relationship with Tahar. Nina resents Baron, but seems
unable to break free. She drifts through life – working as

a model, but having no thoughts on how to improve her
situation even when she’s dissatisfied. Unfortunately, all
three of these characters are so flawed and unpleasant that
readers might wonder why they should care about them.
Then a plot twist changes their fates and the novel becomes
far more interesting.
“The Age of Reinvention” can be frustrating to read.
Tull writes gushing prose that may leave readers feeling
overwhelmed with the sheer amount of verbiage. The
novel is translated from the French, which could be
part of the problem, but paragraphs that run for two or
three pages are not the fault of a translator. The novel
also contains footnotes about characters who have no
impact on the plot and who are never heard from again,
a decision which would be puzzling even if the author
is trying to pretend to be writing nonfiction, which she’s
not. However, even while disliking the characters and
being irritated with the writing, the novel show flashes of
brilliance due to the author’s understanding – and cynical
take – on human nature.

Fall is a good time for consumers to review
HAPPY PASSOVER
their personal finances
(NAPSI) – The last few months of the year are traditionally
one of the busiest when it comes to consumer spending.
Back-to-school and college spending peaks during the third
quarter of the year, followed by consumer spending during
the holidays. The Federal Reserve estimates that credit card
debt will reach the $1 trillion mark this year, the highest it’s
been since 2008 before the housing market tumbled. For
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these reasons, financial analysts suggest it’s a good time for
consumers to review their personal finances.
Experts say one of the best ways to do this is to get
your credit report. A recent survey showed that two in five
consumers don’t take advantage of getting their free annual
credit report at annualcreditreport.com.
“While 81 percent of consumers knew that they could
obtain a free credit report every year, it’s disappointing to
see such a large number of people not taking advantage of
this opportunity,” said Stuart K. Pratt, president and CEO
of the Consumer Data Industry Association. “It’s always a
good idea to stay updated on your personal finances and
See “Finances” on page 7
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ADL report finds antisemitic targeting of
journalists on Twitter
By Sam Sokol
JNS.org
When Israeli journalist Eylon AslanLevy logged onto his Twitter account in late
August, he was shockingly confronted with
superimposed images of his head peeking
out of a crematoria oven. “We’re coming for
your tribe,” one of the tweets said, in what
Aslan-Levy interpreted as a death threat.
“I made the mistake of asking on Twitter
what the deal with the white supremacist
frog was, and this provoked a non-stop
barrage of neo-Nazi, white supremacist
bile for several hours,” he later recalled.
The frog is a cartoon avatar used mainly
by members of the so-called alt-right, a
largely Internet-based movement whose
supporters reject mainstream conservatism and are generally supportive of
president-elect Donald Trump. While the
alt-right does not have any formal ideology,
its supporters are opposed to immigration,
multiculturalism and political correctness.
The movement has also been associated
with white nationalism.
Another tweet Aslan-Levy received was
an image of Trump emblazoned with the
words “will gas the Jews and make Israel
pay for it.”
His case is hardly unique. Antisemitic
harassment online increased significantly
during the run up to the November elections,
with approximately 2.6 million such tweets
logged by the Anti-Defamation League
between August 2015 and July 2016.
In a comprehensive study published on
October 19, the ADL noted a “significant
uptick” in such vitriol between January and
July, a period corresponding to media focus on
the 2016 presidential election. ADL officials
are worried such tweets normalize antisemitic
language in the public discourse. And while
there is no indication that Trump supported
the tweets, the online biographies attached to
many of the offending accounts listed support
for Trump alongside such tags as “nationalist,”
“conservative,” “American” and “white.”
Reacting to the report, Rabbi Abraham
Cooper, associate dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, a Jewish human rights
organization, said social media, “is brand
new territory, and we know that activists
of all types, including ISIS and extremists
of all ilk, are going online in order to get
their messages out.”

While Cooper said he believes that Trump
is not responsible for the rhetoric of “extremists and bigots,” however, when the candidate
saw that aspects of his campaign message was
“energizing people like that… he could have
been more forceful and direct in saying, ‘I’m
not responsible for these kinds of individuals,
who choose to speak in my name.’
“There is a need to make such a statement,” he added, to “signal to Americans this
kind of behavior is disgusting and beyond
the pale. It’s not too late for him to make it.”
More than 800 journalists received antisemitic tweets, with an estimated reach
of 45 million impressions, according to the
study. This hateful activity, “may contribute
to reinforcing and normalizing antisemitic
language on a massive scale,” the report
states. The top 10 most targeted journalists,
all of whom are Jewish, received 83 percent
of the antisemitic tweets.
Sixty percent of the antisemitic tweets
were replies to journalists’ posts, with
11 percent regular tweets and 29 percent
retweets. “Antisemitism, more often than
not, occurred in response to journalists’
initial posts,” according to the study. The
report found that 1,600 Twitter accounts
generated 68 percent of the antisemitic
tweets targeting journalists. Of those accounts, 21 percent have been suspended.
During the Republican primaries earlier
this year, Bethany Mandel, a conservative
writer, was targeted online over critical
comments she had posted regarding Trump.
“None of them really got to me,” she said
of the tweets, which primarily consisted of
Holocaust imagery. “It was the volume more
than anything.” However, after her home address and phone number were posted online,
Mandel bought a handgun for self-defense.
Other journalists have received similar
treatment by Trump fans. Asked in May about
a wave of abuse against journalist Julia Ioffe
over a profile she had written about Melania
Trump, the candidate’s wife told the publication DuJour she did not feel responsible for
the actions of Trump’s supporters, and that the
Jewish writer had “provoked them.” While
images of Ioffe in concentration camp garb
were circulated online, the abuse against her
went further, with outraged Trump supporters
calling her and playing recordings of Hitler’s
speeches over the phone.
“We are concerned about the impact of
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However, the smaller demographic can
be an advantage since “Jewish community
members, whether they affiliate or not,
have easier access to Jewish life,” he said.
“Even if they are not ‘religious’ – (I think
that means that they don’t find comfort in
prayer scenarios, but they identify as Jews)
– they will, most likely, attend and plug into
some Jewish sponsored activities.”
Since there are fewer people in the
community, he believes this makes it easier for people to take leadership positions.
Brown also notes that “even if one doesn’t
necessarily volunteer themselves, it is my
experience that when called upon to help,
they are usually quite excited to be asked
to participate.”

information relative to the data in question,
send that to the credit bureau as well. Most
of these issues are resolved within 14 days,”
noted Pratt.
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this hate on the ability of journalists to do
their job and on free speech,” ADL Director
Jonathan Greenblatt said in a statement. “We
hope this report hastens efforts to combat the
surge of hate on social media. We look forward
to working with Twitter, media companies
and other online platforms to limit hate and
harassment, and preserve freedom of speech.”
Earlier this year, Greenblatt had criticized
Trump after he had declined to repudiate
the endorsement of former Ku Klux Klan
leader David Duke, stating that he did not
know enough about the issue to speak out.
Trump condemned Duke shortly thereafter

Continued from page 6
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amidst a storm of controversy.
On several occasions, Trump has
retweeted non-racially tinged posts from
antisemitic accounts, including one belonging to a user called WhiteGenocideTM. In
July, the candidate tweeted an image of
his Democratic opponent Hillary Clinton
against a backdrop of money next to a
six-pointed star emblazoned with the words
“most corrupt candidate ever.”
While the Trump campaign insisted it
was a sheriff’s star, the image had been lifted
from a racist message board. Jewish groups
charged the image was a nod to conspiracy
theories involving Jewish control over
financial markets and the political system.
Similar accusations were again raised
recently when Trump tweeted that Clinton
“meets in secret with international banks
to plot the destruction of U.S. sovereignty
in order to enrich her donors.”
That statement, which is similar to historical conspiracy theories regarding Jews,
led Mandel to assert that while Trump had
repudiated antisemitism in general, he has
also “nodded to the alt-right and… is not
willing to repudiate any supporters.”
While the Trump campaign did not respond to a request for comment from JNS.org,
spokeswoman Hope Hicks told The New York
Times that they had “no knowledge of this
activity and strongly condemn any commentary that is antisemitic. We totally disavow
hateful rhetoric online or otherwise.”
Continued from page 3
The smaller size also leads to greater
coordination and sharing of services.
“Smaller communities can create cooperative calendars and conduct cooperative
programming,” he said. Examples include
joint Selichot services, communitywide
celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut and the
pooling of resources to bring speakers and
entertainers into town.
In his free time, Brown enjoys being out
of doors. “Anyone who wants to explore
Judaism in nature – on a hike, riding on
bikes, rappelling off a cliff-face or anything that allows for outside experiential
learning – I am an affable companion,” he
added. In fact, readers can learn more about
him at his website, Bicycle Rabbi, at http://
bicyclerabbi.weebly.com/.
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A Brooklyn judge becomes America’s first
Chasidic woman to serve in public office
By Andrew Katz
(JTA) – For much of her adult life, Rachel Freier has
been a trailblazer in her Chasidic Brooklyn community of
Borough Park: a lawyer, an advocate for higher education,
the founder of an all-female ambulance service and of a
nonprofit to aid underprivileged mothers during the Gulf
War. Now she has blazed a new trail, this time on a national
stage, becoming the first Chasidic woman elected to public
office in the United States.
In September, Freier was the victor in the race for judge
in the Fifth Judicial District Civil Court, State of New
York, serving Borough Park and other sections of Brooklyn, including Bensonhurst and Coney Island. “It feels
great. It feels wonderful!” said Freier, 51, better known
as “Ruchie” to her friends and family, when asked about
her upset victory. “I feel grateful to God that He allowed
me to reach this position.”
Freier is OK with “trailblazer,” but don’t call her a
feminist. “‘The advocacy of women’s rights on the grounds
of political, social and economic equality with men,’” she
reads off Google as soon as the subject is brought up.
“I’m not here to fight to be equal to men,” she explains.
“Judaism puts women on a platform... When the Sabbath
comes, I have my mitzvos; I light my candles and say my
prayers. My husband goes to the synagogue and davens with the
men. I’m not going to say I’m going to fight for his mitzvah.”
Freier wants other women, particularly in haredi Orthodox communities, to take her example. “I hope that in the
future, more women from my background will realize that
it’s not mutually exclusive, that you can have goals and
achieve them without compromising any of the standards
we have,” says the mother of six and grandmother.
Raised in Brooklyn, Freier attended Brooklyn Law
School part time while raising a family, eventually practicing
law in offices in Brooklyn and Monroe, NY, and serving
on the community board in Borough Park. Freier made her
mark on her community even before her election as judge.
When she saw that the haredi yeshiva system sometimes
left students insufficiently educated to cope in the wider
world, she took action, founding B’Derech in conjunction
with Bramson College.
Since 2013, B’Derech (Hebrew for “on the path”)
permits yeshiva-educated men to obtain their high
school equivalency diplomas and even associate degrees, thus positioning themselves more competitively
in the job market, while retaining close ties with their
religious communities.
As she told the Forward regarding B’Derech and the
existing yeshiva system: “I am not here to change it, but

Rachel Freier in her Borough Park law office with (l-r)
nephew Shmuel Freier, husband David Freier and son
Mayer Freier. (Photo by Andrew Katz)
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I am here to supplement it.”
Council member David Greenfield and State
Shortly after founding B’Derech, some
Sen. Simcha Felder.
women came to her in need of assistance.
If anything, Tilzer said, it was the absence
Haredi communities in Jerusalem and the
of endorsements by the party luminaries that
suburban New York enclave of Kiryat Joel
gave Freier a leg up in Borough Park. “While
rely on female volunteer EMTs to assist
I was running on the anti-establishment
women in childbirth and other medical
ticket, I’m not anti-establishment,” Freier
emergencies. While Jewish law permits
explained. “People told me that they couldn’t
men to perform these functions in a health
endorse me, but they were voting for me.”
care crisis, devout women who have made
Stumbles by her rivals also helped. The
tzniut, or religious modesty, a cornerstone of
Daily News ran an article exposing Avigtheir identity say they prefer women. When
dor’s growing ethical and legal problems
a group of Brooklyn women reached out to
stemming from his failure to account for
Freier for assistance in creating their own
more than $500,000 from an estate of which
volunteer EMT corps, she responded by Rachel Freier says haredi he was an executor. Shortly afterward,
obtaining her own certification as an emer- Orthodox women “can have Epstein ran afoul of campaign finance laws
gency medical technician and the support goals and achieve them without with a dubious $250,000 loan that showed
of some religious and community leaders, compromising any of the no sign of being paid back by primary day.
Along with several Jewish and Yidincluding Brooklyn Assemblyman Dov standards we have.” (Photo
Hikind. The Borough Park women’s corps, by Andrew Katz)
dish-language publications, the Daily News
Ezras Nashim (literally “women’s aid”),
endorsed Freier. Nevertheless, “We didn’t
funds its own training and emergency gear. The service see it coming,” Freier said of the election victory. “We had
recently announced plans to expand into Crown Heights. no idea. Our celebration was completely spontaneous.”
Along the way, Freier has earned awards for pro bono
Reaction from other elected officials has been overservice to the family courts, sat on Bar Association com- whelmingly positive. “This changes the conversation
mittees and founded Chasdei Devorah, a nonprofit relief about what the community’s doing,” City Council member
Antonio Reynoso said when asked about Freier’s victory.
organization in memory of a young friend.
Freier’s path to the bench began in a courtroom very “And I’m really proud, really happy about that.”
Freier said, “The important thing was to do this without
much like the one in which she now wields a gavel. During
her undergraduate years, she spent hours in the Civil Court compromising my family.”
Watching her husband David beam with pride and admipresided over by her uncle, Judge David Schmidt. New York
state requires attorneys to have practiced at least a decade ration as his wife spoke to supporters during a fund-raiser
before standing in for a judgeship. Schmidt’s retirement in at their home about a month before the primary suggested
2015 happened to coincide with Freier’s 10th year of practice. that her family was very much on board and, to a degree,
Many might see pure serendipity at play here, but to shared her political aspirations.
Her judicial aspirations, meanwhile, are contained
Freier it was an example of “hashgacha pratis” – the hand
perhaps in how she talks about her decision to champion
of God guiding circumstances.
So the path was clear, but the incline steep. Freier’s Ezras Nashim. From a strictly legal standpoint, a female
principal opponent was Mordechai Avigdor. Well-known, EMT corps isn’t necessary. “But ‘pikuach nefesh’ [saving
connected and Orthodox, Avigdor would fill the Fifth Dis- a life] is out there,” Freier said, gesturing toward the wider
trict Civil Court bench the way one of Nathan’s Famous world, “while I am in here.”
The distinction is between an abstract legal concept and
fills a bun. Rounding out the field was a candidate with a
what is, for a haredi woman, a lifelong and very personal
more secular background, Jill Epstein.
For help in her uphill battle, Freier reached out to Yossi practice. The challenge is enforcing the former without
Gestetner ofAxle Communications and Gary Tilzer to manage compromising the latter. As Freier told Tachlis magazine,
her campaign. Tilzer, known for bucking the party machine, “I think we ought to take advantage [of the changed legal
already was managing Odessa Kennedy’s boroughwide cam- landscape] and ensure we get the perspective of a heimish
paign for civil court. “I put Ruchie together with Odessa to Jewish woman on the bench.”
campaign in Bay Ridge and Sunset Park,” Tilzer said. “Odessa
did very well among Irish Catholic and Asian voters there and
brought in votes for Ruchie at the same time.”
Freier may have been expected to face some backlash
from the more conservative elements of the Borough
Park religious community, but that did not appear to be
the case. “We had a dozen rabbinical voices who publicly
backed the candidacy in addition to women rabbinical
leaders who also backed the candidacy,” Gestetner said.
Play about the Holocaust in
“Multiple Yiddish-language publications actually interNYC
viewed the candidate and were very fair to her. The vote
in Borough Park was split in half. Such a vote outcome is
A cast of nine women led by Karen Lynn
a huge success for a first-time, non-establishment, woman
Gorney explore the generational effects of the
candidate. So not only was there no backlash, there were
Holocaust in “From Silence,” a new play by
thumbs-up all around.”
Anne Marilyn Lucas. The play examines how such trauma
Schmidt, who had told Freier, “If you still want to be a is inherited even without being spoken of, seemingly as
judge, now is your chance” when he retired, advised her a genetic or behavioral legacy. The piece then seeks to
strategically. She succeeded despite lacking endorsements illustrate that speaking out, processing and understanding
from any of the big three area politicians – Hikind, City can bring healing to families. The world premiere will be
presented by Theater for the New City, 155 First Ave.,
New York, NY, through November 20.
For more information about the play, visit www.jsnyc.
com/season/from_silence.htm. To purchase tickets or for
box office information, visit www.theaterforthenewcity.
net or contact the theater at 212-254-1109.

Online religious seminary for women

CyberSem, a new online Jewish religious seminary for
women, announced that registration for classes is open.
It is geared toward those who have not had the opportunity to attend seminary, or who want to continue their
understanding and appreciation for Judaism. Students
will also have an opportunity to see some credits toward
a B.A degree. Courses are taught in English. While some
source texts are in Hebrew, translations will be available
for those who are not fluent in Hebrew. To register or for
more information, visit www.cybersem.com.
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Spain’s Jewish “ghost towns” seek a boost from
living Jews
By Cnaan Liphshiz
RIBADAVIA, Spain (JTA) – Overlooking the confluence of two rivers near the Spanish-Portuguese border, this
small and picturesque town has more Jewish institutions
than some European capitals. In the historic Jewish quarter
of Ribadavia, the sounds of nearby waterfalls echo among
cobblestone streets featuring attractions that are found
nowhere else in the northern region of Galicia, including
a Jewish museum, a medieval synagogue, a kosher wine
shop and even two Jewish bakeries. Despite the municipality’s significant investment in its Jewish heritage sites,
however, this scenic town is missing one crucial element
that could make the effort financially viable: Jews, and
Jewish tourists especially.
Located 43 miles from an international airport, Ribadavia, whose once-significant Jewish population disappeared
centuries ago, is pulling in only about 20,000 tourists a
year, most of them Spanish non-Jews. Even on sunny
weekends its streets are often empty and its inexpensive
street markets see few foreigners. Part of Spain’s struggling
Red de Juderias, a network of some 20 cities with Jewish
quarters or major heritage sites, Ribadavia typifies both
the potential for opening such culturally rich locales to
wider audiences and the challenges that have obstructed
plans to do so since the Red’s creation two decades ago.
A case in point is the synagogue, which was built in the
16th century by Jews who continued to practice their faith
secretly after being converted to Christianity under duress
during the Spanish Inquisition. Hidden inside the stone
frame of the building’s only eastward-facing window is a
cylindrical compartment where worshippers used to conceal
their Torah scroll. “This is a piece of their history, but it
is also a piece of mine,” said Camilo Rodriguez Alonso, a
non-Jewish lawyer, intellectual and Spanish aristocrat who
bought the building to preserve it in 1982, some 15 years
before the creation of the Red de Juderias.
The 80-year-old nobleman says he feared the building
would be damaged in the real-estate free-for-all that followed the fall of the dictatorship of Francisco Franco in
1975. “Everything here is historically priceless,” he said
of his office, which has massive wooden floors so ancient
that lower stories are visible from above through fine
cracks along the grain.
Alonso, a father of three who following his recent divorce
moved into a bachelor pad with friends near Ribadavia,
renovated the building while preserving it. He even had
welders add hand-crafted Stars of David decorations to
the perimeter fence “so that this synagogue, which always
operated in secret, would be secret no more,” he told JTA
during a recent interview.

Herminia Rodriguez, left, prepared change for a customer
at her Jewish bakery in Ribadavia, Spain, on September
24. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)

Alonso’s emotional attachment to Jewish heritage is
shared by many Spaniards who even today say they are
pained by the post-Inquisition destruction of one of the
world’s most illustrious Jewish communities. Towns like
Ribadavia, which once was one-third Jewish, were gradually rendered Jew-free amid persecution that drove away
or wiped out Spain’s population of Sephardi Jewry, whose
name means simply “Spanish” in Hebrew.
While Alonso is eager to share his love for the building and accommodates special requests to view it, under
his ownership the average visitor to Ribadavia has been
largely unable to see the synagogue, which is by far the
most remarkable Jewish heritage site in the town. “In my
advanced age, it’s difficult to come here and show it,” said
Alonso, whose bad hip prevents him from climbing up to
the floor housing the ark.
Despite his passion, Alonso’s failure to leverage the
synagogue he owns into a tourist asset is typical of efforts
to further develop Spain’s Jewish heritage sites, according
to Marta Puig Quixal, the newly appointed director of
the Red de Juderias. An intermunicipal organization, the
Red, or network, has an annual budget of approximately
$500,000. That needs to cover work in 20 cities in a country
with a cash-strapped economy that is only now emerging
from an eight-year recession with an unemployment rate
of 21 percent. “Each mayor is vying for a slice of the pie,”
Quixal said, “but if we divide the money we’ll end up with
sums too small to have any impact.”
Budgetary disagreements complicate efforts to buy out
private owners like Alonso and develop their heritage, said
Quixal, who assumed the directorship of the network earlier
this year “in order to try and change the current situation,”
as she defined it.
Private investors have largely stayed away from bankrolling Jewish heritage projects in Spain, partly because of
the financial crisis and also no one seems to have statistical
data on the economic potential of such sites. “The truth is
we don’t have the statistics, we have no reliable market
research to offer private investors,” said Quixal, who added
that obtaining such data is a high priority for her.
Some 350,000 Jewish tourists from Israel alone visit Spain
annually, though most are believed to stay in Barcelona and
other large cities. Many Israelis in Madrid visit a former synagogue in Toledo that is among Spain’s most popular museums,
with some 300,000 visitors annually, half of them locals.
More anecdotal data can be found even in Ribadavia
at the town’s first Jewish bakery, Tafona da Herminia,
which 77-year-old Herminia Rodriguez opened 25 years
ago. A non-Jew, Rodriguez began baking Jewish pastries
25 years ago as per a special request by Spain’s Center for
Medieval Studies. Her riverside bakery has been featured
by national publications such as El Pais and even got a
mention in The New York Times.
“Not a day goes by that I don’t get customers here, and
not a week goes by without me getting some sort of Jewish
recipe in the mail,” she said proudly in her dark bakery,
where a menorah and an icon of the Virgin Mary share a
single shelf. (“They’re together so they’re not jealous,”
Rodriguez said, adding, “They’re neighbors after all.”)
Rodriguez has gained fame for making breads and cookies in the shape of a Star of David. Shoppers can choose
traditional Sephardic pastries like date-filled maamuls
and mostachodus – a clove and walnut crumble – as well
as Ashkenazi cookies like kichelach and kupferlins, all
baked in her stone oven. “People want to connect to Jewish
heritage, and food is the most immediate way,” she said in
explaining her unlikely success.
In Hervas, a town located 230 miles southeast of Ribadavia,
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A tourist walked past the old synagogue in the Spanish town
of Ribadavia on September 24. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
Israel-born Abigail Cohen is seeing a similar boom with Candela, the Jewish bakery that she opened four years ago. “The
pastries are selling well because they are Jewish; it’s clear to
see that this is the reason for this success,” she said, adding
that only 20-30 Jewish tourists pass by her shop annually.
Awareness of the Jewish heritage of Spain and Portugal is doing more than help sell cookies. Last year, both
countries implemented unprecedented legislation offering
citizenship to the descendants of Sephardic Jews in what
some observers claimed was a bid to attract wealthy investors. Both governments said, however, that the law was the
result of regret and guilt over the Inquisition. Some 5,000
Sephardim have already naturalized.
But disagreements over budget and politics continue to
hold back the development of the sites connected to Sephardic Jewry, according to Quixal. Earlier this year, four
cities from Catalonia, a region where separatist sentiment
and politics are strong, broke from the network in a move
that has affected its work adversely, she said.
And in a country that holds the European record for
municipalities supporting the Boycott, Sanctions and
Divestment movement against Israel, some mayors are
reluctant to work with Israeli businesses and tour operators
because they find doing so “too politicized,” Quixal said.
“This is something that will have to change if we are to
See “Spain” on page 11
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Hearkening unto the word of God

Lech-Lecha, Genesis 12:1-17:27
The Mishnah teaches that our patriarch Abraham was
tried and tested with a succession of 10 moral challenges.
In the midrash we learn of Abraham’s formative years;
at great length and in colorful detail we are taught of his
unfolding greatness and the profound impact he had on
the world around him. At a young age, he miraculously
emerged unscathed from a furnace into which he had been
thrown after refusing to submit to the pagan deities of his
father and the all-powerful King Nimrod. Jewish history
records Abraham as being the first to recognize God of his
own volition, but he did not keep this (then) radical belief
to himself. The Torah speaks of the “souls that they made”;
the classic commentator Rashi states that this is a reference
to Abraham and Sara’s monumental achievement in trail
blazing and promulgating monotheism. Abraham and Sara

RABBI AARON SLONIM, CHABAD CENTER
“made souls,” they brought legions of their generation to
recognize and serve God.
Despite these great accomplishments and the obviously
rich relationship Abraham enjoyed with God, it is only in
this week’s parasha, in his seventh decade of life, that
God reveals Himself to Abraham for the first time. Most
instructive is the nature of the revelation; God gives Abraham a commandment. Found in the opening line of this
parasha, the words “lech lecha” are most often translated
as “Get thee out from your country, and your birthplace
and your father’s house.” God’s first clear communication
with Abraham takes the form of a Divine imperative; God
is teaching Abraham, and in fact all of his Jewish descendants, that our relationship with Him is based not on our
own accomplishments, as lofty as those might be, but in

the hearkening unto the word of God. It is only after this
junction that an eternal and unique relationship is established
and Abraham is considered “the first Jew.”
The “lech lecha” command is actually comprised of two
extremely difficult facets. First, there is the injunction to
uproot himself from all that is familiar. Coupled with this
is the charge to go to some undisclosed location “to the
place that I shall show you.” The future looms uncertain,
nebulous and cloudy. This was, in fact, one of Abraham’s
most difficult trials and the litmus test of his ability to
enter into a dynamic in which God and God alone is the
determinant factor.
We can gain deeper insight into this command by looking
more carefully at the words used. The literal meaning of
See “Word” on page 11

Congregational Notes
Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, November 11, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell
and Jason Flatt.
On Saturday, November 12, at 9 am, there will be
religious school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat family services with
Orly Shoer, Karen Hammer and Jason Flatt.
On Sunday, November 13, from 10 am-4 pm, there
will be a Whale of a Sale bag sale.
On Friday, November 18, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rob and Shari Neuberger.
On Saturday, November 19, at 9 am, there will be
religious school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
At 10:35 am, there will be Shabbat family services with
Orly Shoer, Karen Hammer and Jeff Strosberg.
On Sunday, November 20, from 10 am-3 pm, there
will be the Holiday Artisan Marketplace.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services: Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm
except in December, January and February. Call for dates
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the
residents of local adult residences.

Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 pm;
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, November 11.................................................. 4:30 pm
Shabbat, November 12................................................... 9 am
..........................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:50 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., November 13.................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., November 14-18............................................ 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., November 13.................................................... 4:30 pm
Mon.-Thurs., November 14-17....................................... 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, November 12, Beth David Synagogue will
hold a Shabbat luncheon. Professor Tony Preus will speak
about “Maimonides on Food.”

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour after
candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities,
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters
weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a
national association with over 30 member communities and
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those from
mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen the Jewish
experience in their lives and provide their children with a Jewish
identity and experience.

On Saturday, November 19, at 5:30 pm, a program TBA
will be held at the Just Be Cause Center.

Friday, November 11, light candles..................... 4:27 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 12................. 5:27 pm
Friday, November 18, light candles.................... 4:21 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, November 19................. 5:21 pm

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, November 12, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Steven Gilbert, Howard Schwartz
and Arthur Siegel. The Torah portion will be Genesis
12:1-17:27. The haftarah will be Isaiah 40:27-41:16.
Bima guest will be Barbara Greenberg.
On Saturday, November 12, there will be family
programming. Games and Pillow Polo will be held at
4:15 pm, followed by Havdalah at 5:30 pm.
On Sunday, November 13, at 9:30 am, there will be a
Temple Israel Sisterhood/Men’s Club breakfast, featuring
Chuck D’Imperio, an upstate New York morning radio
personality. The cost will be $5 per person. To RSVP,
call the temple office.
On Friday, November 18, there will be Shabbat
Across America services at 6 pm, followed by a meat
dinner at 6:30 pm. The event will be co-sponsored by
the Ramah Camp Movement. Childcare is available
for 2-12-year-olds. Admission will cost $12 for adults
or $6 for children 3-years and older. Reservations will
be required by Tuesday, November 15, by calling or
e-mailing the temple office.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Wednesday, November 16, at 7:30 pm, Daniel
Schwarz will discuss “The Legacy and Achievement of
Elie Wiesel.”

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.
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Geeks

Jewish Community Center

Continued from page 6

interact as characters in created fantasy worlds that can
include customized clothing, props, buildings and
even currency. On October
20, the world was based in
the Middle Ages, hence the
knights and barmaids.
Outdoor LARPs are one
of three major types of
role-playing games. The
others are “room LARPs,”
in which “game masters”
lead players through dramatic Two visitors to the Icon
improvisational scenarios, Festival dressed as Suicide
and “tabletop role-playing Squad supervillians Harley
games” like Dungeons and Quinn and Joker in Tel Aviv
Dragons, which involve play- on October 19. (Photo by
ers talking their characters Dan Ofer)
through a world structured by
a rule book. Both these types of role-playing games were
also represented at Icon.
Haggai Elkayam, 28, a former chairman of the Israeli
Role Playing Society and a social psychologist, said Israel
has a strong and growing role-playing scene. The country
has even created its own type of room LARP, which gives
the game master the power to shape players’ interactions,
not just the fantasy world, with the aim of creating specific
emotional responses in them.
In one room LARP, a game master successfully made immigrants to Israel from the former Soviet Union so nostalgic
they left the game crying “because they missed their childhood
summer camps in Moscow,” according to Elkayam.
“Role-playing games take sci-fi and fantasy one step
further,” he said. “You don’t just take a peek into another
world. You enter it. We call it the best hobby in the world.”
Engelman was initially drawn to the fighting aspect of
LARP. Growing up, he admired his brother, who was 10
years older and a fighter in the Israel Defense Forces. He
took judo and Krav Maga classes, and when he was 13, he
came across the same fighting arena at Icon that he now
manages. He was immediately hooked.
During his service in the Egoz commando unit, Engelman put LARPing on hold. What little free time he had
was spent with his family or girlfriend. “You don’t have
time to invest an entire weekend in pretending because
you want to actually live,” he said.
But when he was discharged in 2014, soon after taking
part in Israel’s offensive in the Gaza Strip, he returned to
the LARP community. Though Engelman is busy these
days studying at Israel’s Technion university, he finds time
for his hobby. He participates in both outdoor and room
LARPs. “It’s definitely a form of escapism, and we’re in
Israel, so it’s an escape from the Israeli reality. But people
do this all over the world. So I guess everyone has things to
escape from,” he said, noting that the “friendly and warm”
community is part of the draw.
Michal Kapuller, a 17-year-old high school student from
Ashkelon in southern Israel, was working the inn on October 20
in medieval costume and Gothic face paint. She said LARPing
helped her cope with real life. “Most of us geeks are bullied
at school for being different. So people are really supportive
of each other,” she told JTA. “I’m really shy in real life. But
in character, I’m not shy. Doing this, I’ve discovered new
parts of my personality and developed myself. Stuff like that.”
Kapuller recalled that ahead of the 2014 Gaza war,
rocket sirens went off in the middle of a LARP she was
participating in. Rather than breaking character, she said,
everyone pretended like it was part of the game.

JCC Friendship Club
The JCC Friendship Club met on November 2. Reverend
Dr. Joseph Sellapack, director of the Council of Churches,
told us how they got started and what they do now. The
Council of Churches was started 75 years ago when two
ministers got together to form a Hospital Ministry. Ministers went into the hospital to pray at the bedside. The Jail
Ministry was started next. This ministry has 100 volunteers
and is very popular. Some volunteers bring in children’s
books and the incarcerated person reads it into a recorder.
The recording is then sent to the child who can then listen
to the parent reading to him or her. Church services are
held for the different faiths.
About 40 years ago, some churches provided free food
for hungry people. They found that people went from one
church to another. In 1976, the first CHOW Pantry was held
in the basement of West Presbyterian Church in Binghamton.
Currently, there are 28 pantries and 30 other food programs.
One of the pantries is at Temple Concord in Binghamton. In
1980, CHOW gave out 30,000 pounds of food. In 2015, 1.3
million pounds of food was given to alleviate hunger. He

Art

Continued from page 3
“A graduate of Israel’s Bezalel School of Art in Jerusalem,
Bar Kocva’s creations are one-of-a-kind designs that range
from simple and minimal to flowing and dramatic, all in an
appealing price range,” said expo organizers. “The expo
will feature Bar Kocva’s outstanding collection of jewelry
– earrings, broaches, rings, necklaces, watches and Judaica
crafted out of silver, gold and titanium, with ancient Roman
glass, moon stone, opal, amber, mother of pearl and more.
Also included in the show will be original paintings and
serigraphs, tallitot, kippot, challah covers and afikomen bags,
as well as glass, wooden, precious metal, iron, stone and clay
Judaica pieces from some of Israel’s most prominent artists.
Prices of the items for sale range from $20-$1,500 (most
are in the $20-$95 range).” Proceeds from the sale of the
artwork will benefit the JCC, the artists and their families.
“With the holidays coming, people should think ahead to
any gifts they will need and take the opportunity to get them
now,” said Susan Walker, past president of the JCC. “Over the
years, my husband and I have purchased the most beautiful
jewelry and pieces of art for our friends and families. And
the best part is, in addition to acquiring beautiful works of
art, we are simultaneously supporting our friends in Israel.”
For more information on the upcoming show, call the
JCC office at 724-2417.

Word

Continued from page 10
the words “lech lecha” is “go to yourself.” The Lubavitcher
Rebbe taught that God was telling Abraham that to go to
“himself,” to uncover his very essence and core , he had to
leave his country, his birthplace and his father’s home. And
this, the Rebbe said, is true for each one of us as well. In
our life’s journey, it is often necessary for us to take leave
of all that is comfortable and comforting. Each one of us
is a complicated composite of characteristics and traits that
have been formed and forged through nature and nurture.
Sociology, heredity, familial ties, friends, education, culture – all of these are strong influences on our persona. But
if we seek to go to ourselves – to the true “I” beyond the
more superficial levels of “me” and “myself”– we must
divest ourselves of many outer layers. This is never easy,
but it is profoundly transformative and exhilarating. More
than anything, it is basic to what God wanted of Abraham
and basic to being a Jew.
It is only in the transcendence and loss of “onself” as
we know it, that we can truly come to “the place that I will
show you,” a place that has no name or description, for
it so surpasses anything in our own ken and experience.
Only then, God promises, will “I make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee and make thy name great and
be thou a blessing.”

Advertisers - it's almost time for our annual
Role-playing fighters clashed at the Icon Festival in Tel
Aviv on October 18. (Photo courtesy of Icon Festival)
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explained the poverty index in America and how CHOW gets
food. CHOW purchases food from the Food Bank in Elmira
at a reduced rate. The Food Bank is a national organization
and CHOW is local. Those in need used to get food stamps.
Today they get a card to use for food. It is called SNAP.
In 1996, Faith in Action was formed to enable people to
live at home as they aged. Some of the services provided
include transportation for medical appointments, grocery
shopping, friendly visits and light housekeeping. The newest
program started in 2006 is the Ramp It Up Program. Some
people cannot go out because they cannot walk down steps.
Wood is purchased by the Council of Churches and youth
groups work with adults to build the ramps. The Children
of Abraham are involved. That includes Jewish, Christian
and Muslim youth groups. It was also mentioned that we
are building bridges between people.
The meeting on Wednesday, November 16, will start
at 1 pm. We are invited to join others at the JCC for a
turkey dinner. There will be no meeting on Wednesday,
November 23, the day before Thanksgiving. Come join us
on Wednesdays at 1:30 pm for regular meetings.
Sylvia Diamond
President

Spain

move forward from where the Red de Juderias is right now,”
she said. “You can’t get Jewish tourists without working
with the Jewish state. I mean, we can’t advertise Jewish
quarters that don’t want any Jews.”

A tourist walked down the historic Jewish quarter of Ribadavia,
Spain, on September 26. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
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From JTA

Nominations open for $10,000 prize recognizing top Englishspeaking Israeli immigrants

Nominations have opened for a prize recognizing outstanding Israeli immigrants
from English-speaking countries. The Sylvan Adams Nefesh B’Nefesh Bonei Zion
Prize recognizes “contributions made by younger olim who represent the future of the
state of Israel as well as those who have dedicated their lives to properly represent the
state of Israel on the international stage,” according to the announcement the week of
Nov. 7 by Nefesh B’Nefesh. The nonprofit aliyah organization established the prize to
recognize “extraordinary English-speaking olim [immigrants] who are making a major
impact on developing the state of Israel.” Eligible candidates must have made aliyah
from an English-speaking country, including Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South
Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States. A panel of committee members will
award $10,000 prizes in six categories: community and nonprofit; culture, sports and arts;
education; science and medicine; Israel advocacy; and young leadership. Nominations
will be accepted through Jan. 31; the winners will be announced on May 7. Nominations
may be submitted at www.boneizion.org.il/nominate.

Israel’s interior minister: Reform Judaism is an “imitation”
Israel’s interior minister, Aryeh Deri of the Sephardic Orthodox Shas party, called Reform

Judaism an “imitation” and said he “can do without that Judaism.” Deri, the Shas leader,
reportedly made the comments on Nov. 7 during a question-and-answer session in the Knesset.
“I want the original, not the imitation” of Judaism, Deri said in response to a question from
the centrist Yesh Atid party’s Elazar Stern about the altercations on Nov. 2 at the Western
Wall, when leaders of the Reform and Conservative movements brought at least 12 Torah
scrolls into the women’s section for a prayer service. Protesters for egalitarian worship at
the Western Wall were met with pushing and shoving by haredi Orthodox worshippers and
berated with cries including “Nazis” and “whores.” “The Reform and Conservative Jews are
our brothers, but I have serious differences of opinion with them,” Deri said. “What is the
Kotel? The remains of the Temple which we believe and yearn will be rebuilt and we will
offer sacrifices there. They don’t believe in that and don’t want it. Provocation. With all due
respect, this is not a matter of coming together or distancing, but an ideological dispute.”
Deri reportedly added that the non-Orthodox movements are “causing great damage to Judaism.” He said by way of explanation that he visited the northern Israeli city of Karmiel,
where he saw a government-funded Reform synagogue that he said put out trampolines
and vending machines on Yom Kippur, and to which its members drive on Shabbat. “I ask
you, is that the Judaism we want?” Deri asked. “I’m willing to do without this Judaism.”
Rabbi Gilad Kariv, executive director of the Israel Movement for Reform and Progressive
Judaism, responded to Deri’s comments. “Deri’s opinion about our religious path doesn’t
interest us and we aren’t asking him for a kashrut certificate,” Kariv told the Haaretz daily.
“Our demand for equality is directed at the state of Israel and the entire Jewish people.”

Pennsylvania governor signs anti-BDS legislation
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Pennsylvania’s governor signed into law a bill that requires companies doing business
with the state to certify that they do not boycott or discriminate against any sovereign
state, including Israel. Gov. Tom Wolf signed the legislation on Nov. 4. The bipartisan
bill passed in the state House of Representatives by a vote of 181-9. In the Senate, the
vote was 47-1 in favor. “We must make clear that we are in favor of a peaceful, negotiated solution to this conflict,” Wolf said of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We will “not
encourage economic punishment in place of peaceful solutions to challenging conflicts.”
With Wolf signing the measure, some 14 states have adopted anti-BDS legislation.

Jewish groups declare support for Standing Rock protest

Several Jewish groups have voiced their support for the Native American-led protest of
an oil pipeline that would run near the Standing Rock Indian Reservation in North Dakota
and South Dakota, with some rabbis traveling to the protest in solidarity. Other rabbis have
been arrested in local demonstrations supporting the protest. A rabbi and two rabbinical
students from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College traveled to the protest as part of an
interfaith clergy delegation on Nov. 3. Conservative Rabbi Francine Roston, who lives in
northern Montana, also joined the protest that week. A board member of T’ruah also traveled
to the protest along with one of the rabbinical human rights group’s former interns. “The
movement for Indigenous sovereignty in this country is centuries old, and seen wherever
in the world colonizing nations believe they have the right to take over communities and
land, disregarding culture, customs, religion, and laws,” Reconstructionist Rabbi Linda
Holtzman said in a statement. “It is our obligation to stand with the Indigenous people of
Standing Rock.” The Central Conference of American Rabbis, a Reform organization, also
declared support for the protests. The protesters say the pipeline poses risks to Standing
Rock’s water supply and could also violate a Native American burial ground. “Reform
rabbis have called for climate justice repeatedly over the decades, most recently in 2015,
and have long supported the rights of Native American Indians and particularly expressed
sensitivity for their burial sites,” said the CCAR statement published on Oct. 31. Another
statement signed by 200 rabbis across the denominational spectrum was published on Nov.
3. “The pipeline is desecrating their graves, threatening to poison the water of the Missouri
River, and endangering the entire web of life of Mother Earth by increasing the burning of
fossil fuels,” the statement said. T’ruah also issued a statement supporting the protests, and
drew a connection between the threat to the burial grounds and desecration of Jewish cemeteries. “We are also deeply dismayed at the grave threat to Sioux burial grounds and holy
sites caused by the proposed path of the pipeline,” the statement said. “Throughout Jewish
history, our cemeteries have been desecrated and destroyed. Jews cannot stand idly by while
the Sioux community’s burial grounds are threatened by the planned route of the pipeline.”
In Philadelphia, nine rabbis organized by the pro-Palestinian group Jewish Voice for Peace
were arrested on Nov. 2 as part of a demonstration supporting the Standing Rock protest.
JVP has also compiled a set of rituals that communities can perform in support of the protest.

Orthodox rabbinical group joins call by non-Orthodox
demanding Western Wall compromise

An Orthodox rabbinical organization joined the call by non-Orthodox Jewish groups
in demanding the implementation of a compromise at the Western Wall. The International
Rabbinic Fellowship, which was founded seven years ago by Orthodox rabbis in the
United States, Canada, South America and Israel, issued its statement on Nov. 3 following
the latest friction at the Western Wall over women’s prayer at the Jerusalem holy site.
“We are in agreement with the recent statement of the Beit Hillel rabbinic organization
in Israel that calls upon the government to implement the ‘Kotel Plan’ compromise
developed last year by Jewish Agency Chairman Natan Sharansky and approved by the
Israeli cabinet in January 2016,” the rabbinical group wrote following the Nov. 2 shoving
and verbal clashes between haredi Orthodox and protesters for egalitarian worship. An
agreement announced in January would expand the egalitarian section at the wall and
place it under the authority of a pluralist committee while solidifying haredi control over
the site’s traditional Orthodox section. Women of the Wall and other egalitarian groups
would move to the non-Orthodox section once the deal is implemented. The plan and
compromise “can be improved upon,” the International Rabbinic Fellowship wrote in
its statement, including by “creating a space for Orthodox women’s groups that do not
want to engage in full egalitarian prayer, but do want to read from the Torah.” But, the
statement said, the deal is nonetheless “a positive step forward to making the Kotel a
public place where all Jews can experience the presence of the Divine according to the
dictates of their conscience.” The agreement was negotiated among Women of the Wall,
the site’s haredi Orthodox leadership, the Jewish Agency for Israel, the Israeli government,
and the Reform and Conservative movements. All parties praised the decision as path
breaking at the time, though it was never implemented. The religious partners backed
away from the deal and in June, a group of Orthodox Jewish organizations filed a petition with Israel’s Supreme Court to prevent the establishment of the egalitarian section.

French teens cleared of shul arson they tried to prevent

Two French teenagers who were suspected of trying to burn down a synagogue were
exonerated by video footage showing they prevented a third and older person from setting
the fire. The incident, which resulted in neither injury nor damage, occurred on Oct. 31 in the
southern city of Avignon, the Actualite Juive newspaper reported on Nov. 2. The teens, 17 and
19, were arrested in front of the synagogue on Oct. 31 with a drunk 23-year-old, who lit a case
of firecrackers in front of the synagogue, causing some damage in a fire that risked spreading
into the foyer. After all three were arrested and led to interrogation, the two younger suspects
were released because of the footage obtained from a security camera outside the synagogue.

