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Seen around the community

JCC annual meeting on 
June 14

The Jewish Community Center will hold its annual meeting on Tuesday, June 14, 
from 6:45-9 pm, at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The event will include awards 
presentations and the installation of officers. Excerpts from “Fiddler on the Roof” will 
be performed, and the event will include a dessert buffet.

There will be no cost to attend the event, but reservations have been requested by 
Thursday, June 9, by calling the JCC at 724-2417.

L-r: Rhonda Levine introduced the guest performer at Beth David Sisterhood’s Donor 
event while Lori Tuberman, Maxine Kaplan, Judy Silber, Cathy Velenchik and Dora 
Polachek listened. See page 5 for more photos of the event. (Photo by Nancy Basmann)

At the gala celebrating 30 years of Chabad at Binghamton, honoree Michael Wright 
assisted the scribe in inscribing letters dedicated to his family in the newly commissioned 
Binghamton Legacy Torah. To the right of the scribe, Rabbi Moshe Klein, were honorees 
Roy and Sandra Paston (seated). Also on the dais are members of the Chabad Board 
of Trustees, as well as the Student Executive Board. See page 2 for further coverage of 
the event.

By Ben Sales
TEL AVIV (JTA) – On one hand, 

most Israelis say their financial situation 
is good and getting better. On the other 
hand, they’re worried they won’t be able 
to provide for their children. On one hand, 
they want significantly more government 
spending in a wide range of public services. 
On the other hand, they say they pay too 
many taxes.

These are among the confused results 
of a wide-ranging economic survey 
published on May 24 by the Israel De-
mocracy Institute think tank. The survey 
results show widespread Israeli positiv-
ity when it comes to personal finances, 
disappointment in government and a 
desire for a broader welfare state on the 
Scandinavian model.

“These are people who, in the present, 
have a reasonable situation, but because 
of all of the change in the global arena, 
they’re very scared of the future,” said 
Tamar Hermann, the study’s lead author. 
“It’s not that someone is scared of the 
future because of his present situation. 
The situation isn’t totally bad; it’s pretty 
good. But we don’t know what will be in 
the future.”

Israel has had a relatively strong econo-
my in recent years. The country joined the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, a group of wealthy 
nations, in 2010. Its unemployment rate 
is around 5 percent, and its per capita 
GDP has risen from $26,500 in 2010 to 
$34,300 in 2015. The economy is grow-
ing 3 percent annually, according to the 
Bank of Israel.

But at the same time, Israelis have 
become increasingly frustrated with 
their economy. The past two Israeli 
elections have seen centrist, bread-and-
butter-focused parties gain significant 
followings. In 2011, half a million 
Israelis took to the streets as part of a 
summerlong protest over the high cost 
of living. Smaller demonstrations took 
place the following summer.

Fearful for economic future, Israelis want 
Scandinavian-style government, survey shows

Study author Hermann said the protests 
stemmed, in part, from the debt Israelis 
feel the government owes them in return 
for their mandatory military service. Most 
Jewish-Israeli men serve three years in the 
army, while women serve two. “People say, 
‘I pay with my life, in years of my life,’” 
she said. “They say, ‘We pay taxes and 
serve in the army. The state should take 
care of us.’ The feeling is the state isn’t 
giving enough.”

Recent data, in some ways, depict an 
unequal economy. According to a report 
by Israel’s Taub Center for Social Policy 
Studies, Israelis spend more on consumer 
goods in comparison to the residents of 
other OECD countries – particularly food. 
Only three countries in the OECD have 
greater income inequality, defined by the 
group as the difference in income between 
the richest 10 percent and the poorest 10 
percent. More than one-fifth of Israelis live 
under the poverty line.

Frustration amid prosperity has resulted, 
according to the survey, in contradictory 
attitudes. Despite the economic challeng-
es, the majority of both Israel’s Jews (59 
percent) and Arabs (58 percent) are happy 
with their financial situation. More than 
three-quarters of both populations believe 
their economic situation will improve in 
the coming years.

At  le f t :  Young 
Israelis were living 
o n  R o t h s c h i l d 
Boulevard in Tel 
Aviv in protest of 
high housing prices 
on Aug. 10, 2011. 
(Photo by Liron 
Almog/Flash90)

But at the same time, majorities of 
Jews and Arabs worry they won’t be 
able to provide for their children or save 
money for the future. More than a quarter 
say they have trouble making ends meet 
each month. Nearly a third of Jews and 
a majority of Arabs say they will proba-
bly be unemployed at some point before 
they retire.

“The work market has changed,” 
Hermann said. “You don’t have tenure 
[anymore]. In high-tech, from age 45 
on, you’re obsolete. There’s an element 
of fear here. Maybe [difficulties] won’t 
happen, but the fear is it will happen. 
That’s not even to mention wars and 
things like that.”

Israeli Jews in particular, according 

to the survey, look to the government 
to better their lives. Nearly 60 percent 
of Jews prefer a Scandinavian model 
economy, with high taxes and a robust 
welfare state, over an American model 
with lower taxes and fewer government 
services. Nearly half of Jews (45 per-
cent) say they want more government 
involvement in the economy. Majorities 
of all Israelis also want the government 
to spend more on the following sectors: 
health, police, education, academia, 
transit, welfare and housing.

But most Jews are critical of their gov-
ernment, according to the survey. Almost 
62 percent say their tax burden is unfair. 
Most rate Israel’s civil service “poor” 
or “very poor” when it came to areas 
like efficiency, transparency and quality 
of service. And most say government 
improves when experts from the private 
sector join the civil service.

“Israelis are unlike some in the U.S. 
that consider the government part of the 
problem,” said IDI President Yohanan 
Plesner. “In Israel, people have very high 
expectations of the government to be in-
volved and take responsibility. It means 
there’s a much greater need to ensure the 
government is effective in the provision 
of services.”

Israeli Arabs, on the other hand, 
report higher levels of satisfaction 
with the government than do Jews, 
See “Survey” on page 3
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In My Own Words

While practicing listening to music with my cochlear 
implant, I’ve been mining songs from my younger days. 
In order for something to actually sound like music, I have 
to be able to hear the melody in my head. That’s much 
easier with older songs; meaning music that was popular 
in the 1960s and ‘70s. (The exceptions are songs from 
Broadway shows, many of which I listened to during those 
decades even though some were originally performed in 
the 1940s and ‘50s.)

Two of the songs that have made the rotation are “The 
Ballad of Rodger Young” by Frank Loesser and “Universal 
Soldier” by Buffy Sainte-Marie. Since I’ve been concen-
trating more on the melody than the lyrics, it was only 
recently that I realized how paradoxical it is to enjoy both. 
The two offer radically different worldviews: one celebrates 
the deeds of a real life World War II soldier, while the other 
condemns all soldiers and those who support them.

To be fair, “The Ballad of Rodger Young” is not a 
pro-war song. What it does is acknowledge the sacrifice 
one soldier made in order for others in his platoon to 
survive. Even though his company was told to withdraw 

Musical paradox
during an ambush, Private Rodger Young saw the enemy 
emplacement and continued to fight. Twice wounded 
by gun fire, Young still managed to get close enough to 
destroy the enemy’s machine guns with hand-grenades. 
However, a third wound proved fatal. For his actions, 
he was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. My 
memories of this song include listening to it with my 
father, who was also a veteran of the war in the Pacific. 
Even now, its ending brings tears to my eyes.

Sainte-Marie’s “Universal Soldier” was written 
during the Vietnam War, an engagement that divid-
ed the American public. Sainte-Marie condemns all 
soldiers, claiming that if they refused to fight, then 
war would not exist. However, she also goes one 
step further; although she specifically blames those 
willing to fight, she extends that blame by noting that 
the soldiers’ orders come from all of us. Her last line 
speaks to her purpose: “This is not the way we put an 
end to war.” Her anti-war anthem is also stirring and 
moving, and speaks to the desire for world peace – one 
that encompasses all humanity.

So how do I reconcile the fact that both these songs appeal 
to me? I think it’s partly because I know that nothing in 
this world is as simple as either song suggests. That leaves 
me to appreciate what I see as their nobler sentiments: a 
man protecting his friends and a woman who wants the 
dying to stop. We can argue over what each means. We 
can discuss whether or not there are good and bad wars, 
and how we define them. We can argue for and against 
heroism, and whether it is ever OK to take a life. We can 
talk until we are out of breath, but I very much doubt we 
will ever come to an agreement.

And where does that leave the soldiers? I remember an 
Eric Marie Remarque novel in which a German soldier 
refused to kill an enemy soldier, only to be shot and killed 
by the person he let live. On the battlefield, right and wrong 
usually takes a backstage to survival. Where does that 
leave me? While I will acknowledge the bravery of men 
and women who keep their brothers-in-arms alive, I also 
hope that one day all soldiers will lay down their weapons 
and refuse to fight. I know I won’t live to see that day and, 
knowing human nature, I fear that time will never come.

Chabad celebrated 30th anniversary with gala

Brian Rose, vice president 
of  student affairs at 
Binghamton University, 
brought greetings on behalf 
of the university to the 
Chabad gala on May 5.

Guest of Honor Michael Wright (second from right) received 
an award from Chabad’s executive directors, Rabbi Aaron 
and Rivkah Slonim (on left). Also shown is Wright’s wife, 
Susan (far right). 

Guest of honors Sandy and Roy Paston (on right) received 
an award from Chabad’s executive directors, Rabbi Aaron 
and Rivkah Slonim.

L-r: Professor Dora Polachek watched a letter being 
written in honor of her family in the Binghamton Legacy 
Torah. Rabbi Moshe Klein, the scribe writing the Torah, 
came from Brooklyn for the event. Information regarding 
contributing to the Torah scroll can be found at www.
JewishBU.com/LegacyTorah.

More than 250 local community and BU members participated 
in the gala celebrating 30 years of Chabad at Binghamton.Binghamton University students enjoyed the event.

L-r: Carol and Bob Siedel and Irwin and Judy Simon enjoyed 
the gala. Carol received an award for her service to Chabad.

Bennet Schwarz, class of 
‘08, brought greetings from 
the alumni at the gala.

L-r: Harold and Meryl Sasnowitz and Roz and Harry Wiesel 
enjoyed the gala.

At left: Ari Messais, Meir Berkman, Max Hersh and 
Shachar Avraham entertained the crowd with Jewish 
a capella music.

Rhonda Levine and Arieh 
Ullmann posed at the “Step 
and Repeat” photo booth. 

Deborah Tirsun, a BU 
graduating senior, served 
as the master of ceremonies.
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The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to Jeffrey Feinberg on the death 

of his mother,
Edith Feinberg

The First Congregational Church of Binghamton, located 
at the corner of Main and Front streets, will host the People 
of Blessing Service as part of Pride Month on Wednesday, 
June 8, at 7 pm. Rabbis Barbara Goldman-Wartell and 
Rachel Esserman will take part in the shared blessing by 
the clergy community.

“The service affirms diversity in community, lifting up the 

Congregation Tikkun v’Or, 2550 N. Trip-
hammer Rd., Ithaca, will hold “Being on the 
Mountain: A Celebration of Shavuot” with 
Rabbi Jeff Roth, a teacher of Jewish Mindful-
ness Meditation, on Saturday-Sunday, June 
11-12. The weekend will include four events:

 � “Mindfulness Meditation: Devekut – 
Aligning ourselves with the Divine” on June 
11, from 7:30-9:15 pm. Roth will present 
a Jewish theological approach to under-
standing mindfulness meditation focusing 
on the possibility of using mindfulness 
meditation as a contemporary mystical/
spiritual practice.

 � “From Shabbat to Shavuot/Chanting” on June 11 from 
9:30-11 pm. A Havdalah service will mark the transition 
from Shabbat to Shavuot and will include candle lighting 
and an extended period for chanting of nigunim (wordless 
melodies) to open people’s hearts.

 � “Contemplative Shavuot Service” on June 12 from 10 

Temple Concord and Temple Israel will celebrate 
Shavuot with an ice cream social on Saturday, June 11, at 
7 pm, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. 
The event will include making ice cream sundaes and sta-
tions for crafts projects related to the Ten Commandments. 
Admission will cost $2 per person, with a maximum of $6 

Temple Concord will hold the iEngage program “En-
gaging Israel: Foundations for a New Relationship” on 
Thursdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 and 28, 
at either 1:30 pm or 7 pm. Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell 
will lead the program for those interested in exploring their 
feelings about and relationship with Israel in more depth. 

Temple Concord to hold iEngage program on 
Israel this summer

The lecture series comes from the Shalom Hartman 
Institute, which offers programs to help congregations and 
communities explore in more depth how to engage with 
Israel in meaningful ways. “The basis of this series is that 
the Jewish community is largely unprepared for today’s 
uncertainties about the relationship between Israel and 

world Jewry,” said organizers of the program. “It aims to 
reimagine the relationship from crisis to covenant based on 
a narrative that encourages Jews to reflect on what Israel 
means to them based on Jewish values.”

Anyone interested in attending should contact the Tem-
ple Concord office at 723-7355 to reserve a space in the 
program and so enough materials will be available. The 
cost of the materials is $20 per packet. People of Blessing interfaith 

service on June 7
common thread amongst us and affirming people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities,” said organizers of the event.

The service will include music, readings and speakers. 
The offering for the evening will go to support the annual 
service and other programs of the Pride Coalition. All 
are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be provided 
following the service.

per family. RSVP to the temple office by Thursday, June 
9, at 723-7355.

“Join us for a fun evening,” said event organizers. “We’ll 
be celebrating the Ten Commandments with craft projects 
and a dairy treat – ice cream! Please make a reservation so 
we’ll have enough ice cream for everyone.”

Rabbi Jeff Roth

am-noon. Teachings, chants, silence and contempla-
tive liturgy will be used to celebrate Shavuot. Roth 
will introduce the four interwoven reality planes 
that Jewish mystics see as the components of the 
universe where “everything is God and nothing but 
God.” During the service, the story of the revelation 
at Sinai and the Ten Commandments will be read 
from the Torah. This will be followed by a dish-to-
pass lunch from noon-1:30 pm.

 �“To the Top of the Mountain: Cultivating Loving 
Kindness and Compassion” on June 12 from 1:30-
3:30 pm. The afternoon’s practice will focus on 
cultivating loving-kindness and compassion. Those 
attending will learn a form of practice focusing on 

the repetition of phrases of blessing.
The events are open to the community and people can 

come for one or all of the sessions. Anyone planning on 
attending the lunch should bring a dish to share. At each 
session, there will be an opportunity to make a contribution 
in appreciation for Roth’s teachings. There is no fee to attend.

but a majority (63 percent) prefer the low-taxes, 
fewer-services American model of government. Only 
about a quarter want more government involvement 
in the economy.

While Israeli Jews and Arabs differ on the role of 
government, neither trusts Israel’s political institutions. 
A 2015 IDI survey found that less than half of Jewish 
and Arab citizens trust the government, the Knesset and 
Israel’s political parties.

Survey Continued from page 1

Plesner said Arabs may prefer fewer government 
services because, unlike Jews, they feel the government 
discriminates against them and is not built to serve 
their needs. “There is perhaps less trust that if the 
government has a major role, that [Arabs] as a minority 
would benefit from it,” Plesner said. “Jewish Israelis 
have low trust, but high expectations.”

The poll surveyed 500 Israeli Jews and 100 Israeli Arabs 
from March 29-April 3, and has a 4.1 percent margin of error.

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

Michael Wright and Sandra & Roy Paston
want to take this opportunity to thank

Chabad of Binghamton for honoring us at
their 30 Years Celebration on May 5, 2016.

�e honor is greatly appreciated.
We also want to thank all of you who
attended and/or made a contribution

or dedication in our name.
We are very grateful.
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Jerusalem is a city of gold, bronze and light, at least 
according to Naomi Shemer’s anthem “Jerusalem of Gold.” 
For some, it’s a holy place, one where they feel closer to 
God. For others, its religious aspects are less important: it’s 
just a place to live, much like any other. The contradictions 
inherent in these two ideas make Jerusalem an excellent 
background for writers looking to tell a wide variety of 
stories. The four novels in this review offer everything 
from family sagas to political intrigue.

“The Devil in Jerusalem”
In “The Devil in Jerusalem” (St. Martin’s Press), Naomi 

Ragen takes a chilling look at what occurs when belief 
undermines common sense and parental obligations. When 
Bina Tzedak, a detective with the Jerusalem police force, is 

Tales of Jerusalem
called to the hospital to investigate whether or not a toddler 
has been abused, she’s shocked to find his mother sitting 
by the bedside of another child with serious injuries. The 
mother, Danielle Goodman, an American who made aliyah, 
claims the injuries were accidents and refuses to answer 
any additional questions. It soon becomes obvious that 
Danielle, a religious Jew, is hiding something. The story 
then returns to Danielle’s childhood, showing the slow, 
difficult path her life took before the unthinkable occurred.

Danielle grew up in an Orthodox family, but one that 
focused more on success in the secular world than it did 
on spirituality. However, Danielle finds herself intrigued 
with a different way to approach life, partly because she 
knows she will never get into medical school and partly 

because she becomes enamored with the very spiritual 
Sholomie Goodman. Unfortunately, Sholomie is also very 
impractical, something that plays havoc with their lives 
once they start a family and make aliyah to Israel. His 
search for a connection to God and his choice of mentors 
leads them down an unexpected road.

At the same time, readers follow Bina’s investigation, 
as she searches for a way to get Danielle or her children 
to speak about what happened. Watching her progress and 
learning how Danielle lost touch with reality is not for the 
faint of heart. The tension builds as readers discover the 
whole truth about how good intentions can result in an 
unforgivable nightmare.
See “Tales” on page 7
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Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
TMZK Interprise LLC

Articles of Organization filed 
with the New York State Dept of 
State (NYSDS) on feb 16 2016. 
Office location: Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The Post Office address to which 
the NYSDS shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is: c/o United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 
13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228 The principal business 
address of the LLC is: PO BOX 
3107, Binghamton, NY 13902 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Wagner
 Farm & Forest, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is April 28,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 4250 East
 Tremont Avenue, Bronx, New
 York 10465

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of At Your Service 
Transportation LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/08/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: Shawn P Connelly, 22 
Livingston St Apt 1L, Binghamton, NY  
13903.  Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is V&H
 Handling Systems, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is May 3,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC

3/28/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife trademarks, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
3/21/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A DOMESTICE LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY

Name of LLC: T2R Group, LLC
Date of Formation: 03/01/2016
Office of T2R Group LLC: Broome 
County
The NY Secretary of State has been 
designated as the agent upon whom 
process may be served. NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to T2R 
Group, LLC at: 
T2R Group LLC
2520 Vestal Parkway East PMB#24
4                          Vestal, NY 13850

Registered Agent: 
UNITED STATES CORPORATION 
AGENTS INC
7014 13TH AVENUE STE 202                          
BROOKLYN, NY 11228

Purpose: Any lawful act or activity
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC):  Name:  
Advocates For Autism, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 03/18/2016.  Office 
location:  Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to:  c/o 
ADVOCATES FOR AUTISM, LLC, 
333 Birch Street, Vestal, 13850.  
Purpose:  Any lawful purpose.  
Latest date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve:  No specific date.
______________________

Notice of Formation of DG 
Technologies LLC. Arts. Of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/19/16. Office Location: 
Broome Co. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom service 
of process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Daniel 
J. Gregoris, 44 Schiller Street, 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: JBK Holdings, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was April 21, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 

 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or
 her is: 4410 Linglestown Road,
 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
 17112.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Jablon Studios LLC

Arts. Of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 06/18/15.  
Office location: Broome County. 
Princ. Office of LLC:  10 Alice Street 
Binghamton, NY 13904. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC at the addr. of its princ. 
office.  Purpose:  any lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Down And 
Out, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/26/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: PO Box 673, Windsor, 
NY  13865.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was May 9, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: James 
W. Orband, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 TECK PRECISION LLC.

2. The date of filing of the
 Articles of Organization with
 the Secretary of State is MAY
 16, 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is
 hereby designated as agent
 of the LLC upon whom
 process against it may be
 served.  The post office
 address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him
 or her is: 471 ANNE ROAD,
 WINDSOR, NEW YORK,
 13865.

5. The character or purpose
 of the business of the LLC is
 any purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Wilkes-Barre, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 5/2/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Polaris, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 5/2/16. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.

______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY UNDER THE

NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY LAW

Notice is hereby given of the 
formation of Covas 123 LLC (the  
“Company”) for the transaction of 
business in the State of New York 
and elsewhere.

1. The name of the Company is
 Covas 123 LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles of
 Organization were filed with
 the New York Secretary of State
 on January 13, 2016.

3. The County’s office within New
 York State is located in Broome
 County.

4. The New York Secretary of State
 has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served. The Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any such
 process served upon him
 or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,
 Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
 220, Binghamton, New York
 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except
 to do any business in new York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some other
 business entity or natural person
 to be formed or used for such
 business.
______________________

Notice is hereby given that a license, 
Serial Number pending for beer, 
wine, and cider has been applied 
for by the undersigned*to sell 
beer, wine, and cider at retail in 
a restaurant under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at 220 Main 
St., Johnson City, NY 13790 in 
Broome County for on premises 
consumption.

*The Grapevine Café LLC

 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is 402
 AIRPORT RD HOLDINGS LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is April 5,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 501 Meeker
 Road, Vestal, NY 13850.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of All Phase 
Construction of the Southern Tier, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/04/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 33 Moeller St., Binghamton, 
NY  13904.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of CAN AM 
WEST, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/04/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 320 N. Jensen Rd., 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Green Tree 
- Vestal, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
03/04/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1550 Vestal Parkway 
East, Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Newman 
Development Group of Front Street, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/06/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 50 Front 
Street Associates, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 04/06/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
South West of Lititz 6.1, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 

      L E G A L  N O T I C E
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By Meryl Sasnowitz
Beth David Sisterhood’s Donor event, 

co-chaired by Marlene Serkin and Meryl 
Sasnowitz, began with a dessert buffet. 
To start the evening’s program, President 
Claire Ladenheim introduced Judy Silber, 
who addressed the significance of Yom 
Hazikaron, a day devoted to remembering 
all those who fell defending the state of 
Israel. It was related that Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
the celebration of Israel’s Independence, 
takes place the day after the Day of Re-
membrance. Attendees were enlightened 
about the marked contrast and relationship 
of both days.

Rhonda Levine introduced Jan D’Ange-
lo, musician, dancer, performer and fitness 
guru, who entertained the group with a piano 
medley. Attendees said the most touching 

Beth David Sisterhood held donor event

L-r: Merri Pell-Preus, Susan Hubal and Harriet Horwitz shared a few moments prior 
to the program.

Jan D’Angelo entertained the group with a 
piano medley.  (Photos by Nancy Basmann)

music were the themes from the films “Ex-
odus” and “Shindler’s List.”

At left, l-r: Judy 
Silber, Ilana Segal 
and Marlene Serkin 
greeted each other 
at the registration 
desk before the Beth 
David Sisterhood 
donor event began.

L-r: Ruth Buschman and Rita Shawn perused the dessert table.

7 Court St., Suite 3, Binghamton, NY 13901 • (607)722-0039
www.citreapizza.com

COME ENJOY OUR
WOODFIRE OVEN PIZZAS & SMALL PLATES!

Open daily at 4pm
Lunch at Citrea

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 11:30am til 2pm
Open for brunch Saturday and Sunday at 11am

(Now accepting American Express)

ORTESE
Restaurant

117 Robinson St. on Binghamton’s East Side
All Major Credit Cards

www.corteserestaurant.com

Italian-American
Cuisine

Try Our Famous Steaks, Prime Rib,
Thick Pork Chops, Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Including Homemade Pasta Dishes & Desserts.

Complete Menu for
Take-Out & Pizza 723-6477

For Dinner Reservations Call 723-6440
Hours: Mon. 11:30 am -10 pm • Tues. Closed 

Wed.–Thurs. 11:30 am -10 pm • Fri.– Sat. 11:30 am -11 pm 
Sun. 12 - 9 pm

Published by the Jewish Federation of     Greater Binghamton

For information on advertising,
please contact Bonnie Rozen at
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
or 724-2360, ext. 244 or

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

We Deliver! Hours: Mon-Wed: 11:30am - 8pm • Thurs-Sat: 11:30am - 9pm • Closed Sunday

3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal, NY

607-217-5288
WWW.BASHASGRILL.COM

Catering
Extra Parking in Rear

WIFI

Lunch Combo $8.54
11:30am - 4:00pm

Your Choice of 1 Sandwich (Beef/Chicken Shawarma or Falafel)
1 Side (Salad, French Fries or Rice)

and any drink out of the fridge
Call 15 minutes in advance and your order will be ready to pick up

Tel. 607.775.9499
Fax. 607.775.9000

Mon. - Fri. 11-9
Sat. 12-9

Closed Sundays

Gift Cards Available
x

Bring Your Own Wine

Rocket Center

584 Upper Court Street
Binghamton, NY 13904

724-2513

A Family Tradition Since 1946

111 CHENANGO ST., BINGHAMTON

Little Venice
R E S T A U R A N T

Mama Mia...
Take Papa
for Pasta!

Treat the Whole Family 
to Dinner in the Honor 

of Dad! Serving on 
Father's Day from 

11:30 AM-On.

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE

Published by the Jewish  Federation of Greater Binghamton

We have a place
set just for you...

and your ad!

We have a place
set just for you...

and your ad!
To advertise, contact Bonnie Rozen 

at 724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@ thereportergroup.org 
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Congregational Notes

RABBI BARBARA GOLDMAN-WARTELL, TEMPLE CONCORD

Weekly Parasha
Behar, Leviticus 25:1-26:2

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

Friday, May 27, light candles ............................. 8:11 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, May 28 ......................... 9:12 pm
Friday, June 3, light candles ............................... 8:16 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 4 ........................... 9:18 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates or 
more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, June 10, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat services.
Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh 
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbis: Aminadav Adamit and Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbis’ e-mail: rabbiadamit@stny.rr.com; rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, May 27 ...................................................... 7:18 pm
Shabbat, May 28 ....................................................... 9 am
 ..........................................................Mincha/Maariv 8 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., May 29 ........................................................ 8:30 am
Mon., May 30 ........................................................ 8:30 am
Tues..-Fri., May 31-June 3 .................................... 6:30 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., May 29-June 2 ................................. 8:15 pm
Classes: Rabbi Aminadav Adamit will teach “Tractate 
Kiddushin” on Shabbat afternoons 45 minutes before Mincha. 
Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class every 
Tuesday evening after services.

On Sunday, May 22, there will be this year’s Beth 
David annual dinner. The event will begin with cocktails 
at 3 pm, followed by the dinner at 3:30 pm. The cost to 
attend will be $50 per person. The event will pay tribute 
to Rabbi Aminadav and Sara Lynn Adamit, who will be 
returning to Israel at the end of July.

A rummage sale previously planned for May has 
been postponed. It is now tentatively planned for Sun-
day-Tuesday, June 26-28. More information about the 
sale will be announced in the future.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8:15 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, May 27, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

There will be no Torah study on Saturday, May 28.
On Tuesday, May 31, at 10:30 am and 7 pm, there will 

be sessions of the Holy Torah Rollers.
On Wednesday, June 1, at 7 pm, there will be a Sisterhood 

Board meeting.
On Thursday, June 2, at 1:30 pm or 7 pm, there will be 

meeting of the iEngage program. For more information, see 
the article on page 3.

On Thursday, June 2, from 5-7 pm, the CHOW Pantry 
will be open.

On Friday, June 3, at 8:15pm, there will be Shabbat 
Evening services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell 
and Max Rydqvist.

Temple Israel
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: TItammy@stny.rr.com or TILouise@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Regular Tuesday services and Friday Kabbalat Shab-
bat services will be held at 5:30 pm in the library of the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

On Saturday, May 28, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services in the meeting room at the Jewish Community 
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Isaac Green will cele-
brate his bar mitzvah and lead services along with Rabbi 
Eliav Bock, Howard Schwartz and Steve Gilbert. The 
Torah portion will be Leviticus 25:1-26:2. The haftarah 
will be Jeremiah 32:6-27. Bima guests will be members 
of the Green family.

On Monday, May 30, the temple office will be closed 
for Memorial Day.

June’s Shabbat on the Road will be held on Friday, 
June 17, at 6:30 pm, at Brookdale Senior Living across 
from the JCC in Vestal.

Those who wish to recite Mourner’s Kaddish during 
a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at 
schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office. An e-mail 
notice will be sent to the congregation encouraging atten-
dance to have enough participants to make up a minyan. 

“We don’t know who discovered water,” observed Albert 
Einstein, but we do know one thing: “It wasn’t a fish!” A 
fish – born into water, living, eating, breathing water – is 
never sufficiently separated from water to become aware. 
As the unnoticed condition of its existence, no fish will 
ever know water. And what of us? What surrounds and 
contains us to which we are unaware? 

Behar is about the Sabbatical and Jubilee years. Being 
in the first year after the sabbatical year allows us to look 
at what we can learn from the seventh year that can be 
applied to our lives throughout all the years in the cycle. 

The Torah portion worries about the impact of the eco-
nomic struggle on the lives of human beings. When we are 
engaged in the economic struggle, we can’t see the forest 
for the trees. Even if one is strict during the Sabbatical 

A Sabbath for the land and us
year about not planting or working fields, vineyards and 
orchards, some grain will grow, and untended vineyards 
and orchards will yield some produce. In this portion, while 
land is to rest for the year and the farmer is forbidden from 
harvesting for his exclusive use, he is permitted to collect 
the grain to share with others. 

The portion is concerned for the poverty of the body. 
Four times in this brief portion we find the words, “Should 
your brother sink into poverty...” This is to remind us that 
the poor must be supported. It is striking how the portion 
emphasizes how we are to be concerned about the poor. 

Issues of economic inequality and economic justice are 
not new in our time, but transcend time and place. Our ob-
ligations stem back to the Torah and hold true to this day. 
This applies to our personal obligations and to advocating 

for equitable public policies as well.
The Torah is concerned about the poverty of the land. In 

our pursuit of wealth, we abuse and overwork the land. The 
Sabbatical year serves to remind us that we are caretakers 
of the land and its temporary stewards. When we forget 
this, disaster can ensue. So the Torah commands, “In the 
seventh year, the land shall have a Sabbath of complete 
rest, a Sabbath of the Lord: You shall not sow your field nor 
prune your vineyard. You shall not reap the after-growth of 
your harvest or gather the grapes of your untrimmed vines; 
it shall be a year of complete rest for the land.” 

Most importantly, the Torah is concerned for the poverty 
of the human soul. The seventh year, the “Sabbath of the 
Lord,” is not only for the land, but for those who work 
See “Land” on page 7
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Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

the land. It removes the human being from 
the economic struggle – as with the fish in 
water – since when we are in the midst of 
the economic struggle, we are not able to 
gain perspective. So the Sabbatical year 
provides the opportunity to step back, then 
re-engage the following year. We can take 
these lessons into our daily lives every year 
when we share what we have with others, 
care for the land and for those who work 
with us as well. 

As the Sabbatical year falls every seven 
years, Shabbat comes every seven days. 
We can gain perspective by stepping back, 
savoring what we have created, share our 
good fortunes with one another and cele-
brate this weekly holiness in time. Oppor-
tunities abound to share with and support 
others. During this time as we count the 
omer, we can count our blessings and the 
many ways we can engage with others and 
support one another.

Land Continued from page 7

The JCC Friendship Club met on May 
18. The expected speaker did not show up 
to talk about Lag B’Omer so we discussed 
the upcoming holiday among ourselves. 
Rabbi Rachel Esserman, executive editor 
of The Reporter, gave us an overview of 
the holiday from “Jewish Days: A Book of 
Jewish Life and Culture.” Morty Hofstein 
read the article, “What is Lag B’Omer?” 
by Francine Klagsbrun. We found out that 
during the time between Passover and 
Shavuot when the omer is counted is a 
time of “semi-mourning.” But Lag B’Omer 
is a happy day when weddings may be 
performed and people can get haircuts. 
According to the Talmud, the story tells 
about a plague when many students of Rabbi 
Akiva died. It ended on Lag B’Omer, the 
33rd day of the counting of the omer. The 
Hebrew letters lamad and gimel make up 
the acronym “lag.” They have the combined 
numerical value of 33. This is the reason 
that this day interrupts the sadness and 

L-r: Jewish Community Center 
maintenance assistant Joel 
MacLennan and facilities 
manager Jamie Van Abs beautified 
the grounds of the JCC.

therefore became a happy day. 
This led to the discussion of some of 

our own weddings. Morty told about his 
invitations being sent out and he did not 
know how many people would attend. 
Sylvia Diamond told about the birth 
announcements she made up for each of 
her children. Sue Herzog told about her 
mother and father getting married in secret 
during World War II and not telling their 
parents until two weeks later. We had a 
pleasant meeting discussing the early days 
of our weddings and those of our parents 
and grandparents.

The meeting was called to order by 
Sylvia. Ann Brillant said the blessing over 
the cookies supplied by Morty. Come join 
us on June 1when we will celebrate the 
birthdays of Ada Brummer, who will be 95, 
and Ruth Soltanoff, who will be 94. Join 
us on Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

Sylvia Diamond
President

Beautifying the JCC

“The Devil in Jerusalem” is based on real 
life events and the author offers additional 
information in her acknowledgments. Ra-
gen does a wonderful job not only creating 
suspense, but helping readers understand 
how Danielle lost her essential sense of 
self. This excellent novel serves as a lesson 
showing just how easy it is for those on a 
spiritual search to lose their way.

“The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem”
“The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem” by 

Sarit Yishai-Levi (Thomas Dunne Books/
St. Martin’s Press) tells the story of several 
generations of the Ermoza family, who live 
in Jerusalem. Although the novel covers life 
in the city from the dying days of the Turkish 
empire to the 1970s, Yishai-Levi’s focus is 
not on politics, but family – particularly the 
unhappy love lives that affected the narrator’s 
parents and grandparents. It is Gabriela’s 
desire to learn more about her mother – the 
famed beauty Luna, who dies in the opening 
page of the novel – that frames the story, as 
she uncovers the truth about hidden romances 
that caused more pain than joy.

The twists and turns of the different 
generations’ romantic entanglements make 
it difficult to summarize the plot. What is 
clear is the unhappiness caused by marriages 
that should never have occurred, particularly 
when men were in love with another woman 
– someone they couldn’t marry without up-
setting or disgracing their families. However, 
the story focuses more on the lives of the 
women, particularly Rosa and her daughter, 
Luna. Rosa is an orphan who once worked 
as a cleaning woman for the British. Her 
marriage to one of the most eligible men in 
Jerusalem surprises everyone, except for her 
mother-in-law, Mercada, who arranged the 
match as a punishment for her son. Luna, who 
adores her father and intensely dislikes her 
mother, also finds herself in a marriage that is 
far from perfect. This affects her relationship 
to her own daughter, Gabriela, and repeats 
the pattern of previous generations.

The changing political climate in Jeru-
salem does serve as the background of the 
action. However, even more interesting is 
the social climate – one where Sephardim, 
who have lived in Israel for generations, 
consider the more recent Ashkenazic Jewish 
immigrants low-class. Neither group ap-
proves of marriage to the other – something 
that plays a major role in the novel.

Although there are some jarring narrative 
moments (when the narrative switches from 
first person to third person and back as Gabri-
ela writes about herself or her relatives), “The 
Beauty Queen of Jerusalem” is absorbing and 
well done. At times, the melodramatic writing 
style distances readers from the characters, 
but these tales of love and heartache offer a 
different and appealing view of Jerusalem. 
Those who love complex family sagas will 
lose themselves in its pages.

“City of Secrets”
It’s 1945 and the man introduced only 

as Brand is just one of the many European 
refugees living in Palestine. Settled in Je-
rusalem and given false papers so he can 
drive a cab, Brand has been recruited to help 
the Jewish underground fight the British. 
Stewart O’Nan’s “City of Secrets” (Viking) 
explores how Brand – who is haunted by 
his experiences in the Holocaust – struggles 
with the fact that his missions against the 
British are becoming more violent.

Brand finds himself reviewing the choic-
es he made that allowed him to stay alive 
during the war. He feels detached from the 
world except for his growing love for Eva, 
a former actress who now serves as a pros-
titute to gain information from the British. 
However, even love is complicated: Brand 
feels the presence of both his late wife and 
Eva’s late husband each time they meet. 
Although Brand recognizes the importance 
of their relationship, it’s clear their missions 
against the British are expected to outweigh 
any personal feelings. What does disturb 
him, though, are the changes he undergoes 
as his work for the underground increases. 
On the one hand, he clearly knows from 
personal experience that every generation 
of Jews has to struggle to survive. Howev-
er, he also acknowledges that his bravest 
behavior may veer too closely for his own 
comfort to that of the Germans he despised 
during the war.

“City of Secrets” is not a traditional 
Zionist-themed novel about Israel. O’Nan’s 
work explores the morality of Brand’s 
choices and often makes comparisons that 
may trouble some readers. He also examines 
the problems of identity that occur when 
someone’s world is totally uprooted and 
mere survival becomes suspect. The novel 
may unsettle readers as it raises questions 
that remain even after its last page is read.

“The Photographer’s Wife”
Suzanne Joinson’s “The Photogra-

pher’s Wife”(Bloomsbury) offers a view 
of Jerusalem in the 1920s, when the British 
took over Palestine after World War I. 
Although there is no Jewish content in 
the novel, it does offer a view of British 
politics as seen through the eyes of a 
naive young girl, Prudence, and a British 
pilot suffering from post-traumatic stress 
syndrome; both sections are written in 
the third person. The novel also includes 
a first-person narrative by Prudence fo-
cusing on her life in 1930s Britain when 
events from her time in Jerusalem return 
to haunt her. “The Photographer’s Wife” 
is disturbing both because of the violent 
nature of some of the material and the 
need to read between the lines to learn 
what actually occurred. However, those 
looking for a different slant on the politics 
of the city will find it here.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.orgJNS briefs Tuesday, May 24, 2016

Hamas plans to hold more than a dozen public executions
The Palestinian terror group Hamas says it is planning to go ahead with the public executions 

of more than a dozen criminals in the near future. “Capital punishments will be implemented 
soon in Gaza,” Hamas attorney general Ismail Jaber said. “I ask that they take place before a 
large crowd.” Hamas official Khalil al-Haya said that 13 men are currently awaiting public 
executions. The last time Hamas held public executions was during the 2014 summer war 
with Israel. Since 1994, more than 170 Palestinians have been sentenced to death and about 
30 have been executed, according to the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
IDF soldier who shot downed Palestinian 
pleads not guilty to manslaughter

An Israeli soldier pleaded not guilty to manslaughter 
for shooting an incapacitated Palestinian attacker in the 
West Bank in March in a case that has roiled the country. 
Attorneys for Sgt. Elor Azaria, 19, of Ramle, told the 
Jaffa Military Court on May 23 that their client acted in 
self-defense, fearing an immediate threat to himself and 
other soldiers at the scene. “The accused acted in a split 
second to neutralize the terrorist and prevent injury to him-
self and his companions who were near the terrorist,” the 
attorneys said, according to the Times of Israel. “He didn’t 
see another possible way to save his and their lives.” The 
defense acknowledged that Azaria may have caused the 
death of Abdel Fattah al-Sharif, but indicated they might 
revisit the pathology reports that showed it was the soldier’s 
shot to the head that killed the assailant. The Jaffa court in 
April indicted Azaria for manslaughter and inappropriate 
military conduct for shooting and killing Sharif on March 
24. Sharif was shot as he and another assailant launched 
a stabbing attack on Israeli soldiers in Hebron, wounding 
one. The other assailant was killed, and Sharif was injured. 
Minutes later, while Sharif was lying on the ground, Azaria 
shot him in the head. The shooting was captured on video. 
“The defendant imagined a situation in which, in light of 

the circumstances, the terrorist was carrying on himself 
an explosive belt and knife as part of an integrated attack 
and his movements were intended to activate the belt on 
his body,” Azaria’s attorneys told the court, saying he had 
been warned of such a possibility in military briefings. The 
military prosecutor told the court in March that Azaria had 
said Sharif “needed to die” moments after shooting him, 
an account backed by two soldiers who were at the scene. 
Azaria’s case has been controversial in Israel – with some 
on the political right calling for solidarity with the soldier 
and others, including military leaders, suggesting such calls 
reflect a national crisis of ethics. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and then-Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon im-
mediately condemned the shooting. They then came under 
fire, including from right-wing politicians, for not standing 
behind Azaria. Netanyahu later called the soldier’s father 
in what many saw as a sign of support. Avigdor Liberman, 
who is in negotiations to replace Yaalon as defense minister 
and previously backed Azaria, said he would not use his 
authority to intervene in the trial. Liberman would bring 
with him into government his nationalist Yisrael Beiteinu 
party, expanding the coalition’s narrow majority in the 
Knesset. Netanyahu’s offer of the Defense Ministry to 
Liberman the week of May 20 led Labour Party head Isaac 
Herzog to break off negotiations to form a national unity 
government, reportedly scuttling international plans to 
push an Israeli-Palestinian peace initiative. 

Amsterdam to pay Jewish community 
$11M for Holocaust survivor taxes

The city of Amsterdam will give its Jewish community 
$11 million as compensation for taxes imposed on Holo-
caust survivors who returned home to the Dutch capital 
following World War II. Upon their return, according to 
an article in The Telegraph on May 23, the survivors were 
made to pay a tax because their homes were left empty 
during the Holocaust. They also had to pay back taxes for 
the years they had been taken away from the city, as well 
as insurance fees. The taxes were discovered by a student 
in 2013, and that year, Amsterdam Mayor Eberhard van 
der Laan said the city should “put it right,” according to 
The Telegraph. On May 20, the city said it would pay 
the $11 million – an estimate of the total taxes paid by 
survivors following the war. “Amsterdam has 5 million 
to 10 million euros in its coffers that it doesn’t want, and 
we have no right to it, so we want to give it back to the 
Jewish community to be used for important projects,” a 
spokesman for the mayor said, according to The Telegraph. 
“Finding the individual people or their relatives would be 
very costly and complex, and that is not the idea.” The 
city has suggested the money be put toward a Holocaust 
memorial monument or community programs. 
Israel tests sea-based Iron Dome 
missile defense system

Israel said it successfully tested a sea-based Iron Dome 
missile defense system. During the test announced on May 
18, but which reportedly took place two weeks ago, the 
sea-based version intercepted short-range rockets launched 
from the shore. The system is called C-Dome. Israel’s Navy 
reportedly will incorporate the Iron Dome into its defensive 
systems. The sea-based Iron Dome is designed to protect 
Israeli offshore oil and gas platforms. Hamas targeted Israeli 
platforms during the summer 2014 Gaza war. 
Methodists accept recommendation to 
withdraw from BDS coalition

Just days after rejecting four resolutions calling for di-
vestment from companies that profit from Israel’s control of 
the West Bank, the United Methodist Church recommended 
withdrawing from the US Campaign to End the Israeli 
Occupation. In a nonbinding vote of 478-318 at its general 
conference in Portland, OR, on May 17, the church accepted 
a petition requesting its withdrawal from the group, Religion 
News Service reported. It was not clear if the church would 
act on the recommendation. The US Campaign to End the 
Israeli Occupation is a national coalition that “works to end 
U.S. support for Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian West 
Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem,” according to its website. 
The Methodist petition called the group a “one-sided political 
coalition” that seeks to isolate Israel “while overlooking 
anti-Israel aggression.” The US Campaign promotes the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement against Israel 
and seeks to end U.S. aid to that nation. “Blaming only one 
side while ignoring the wrongdoing of Hamas, Hezbollah, 
and Iran will not advance the cause of peace,” the petition 
added. Not everyone was pleased with the vote. The Rev. 
Armando Arellano, a delegate from Ohio, told RNS the US 
Campaign is “neither pro-Palestinian or pro-Israel, but pro-
equal rights for all. ...By withdrawing from the coalition,” he 
said, “we are withdrawing our commitment to be an agent 
of peace and justice.” Over the May 15 weekend, a church 
committee rejected four resolutions calling for the church 
to divest from companies that profit from Israel’s control 
of the West Bank.The resolutions called for divesting from 
three companies that pro-Palestinian activists have accused 
of working with Israeli security forces to sustain Israel’s 
West Bank settlement enterprise. They are Caterpillar, 
Hewlett-Packard and Motorola. Similar boycott, divestment 
and sanctions petitions failed at general conferences in 2008 
and 2012.
Israel announces $77M plan to improve 
Palestinian checkpoint conditions

Israel’s finance and defense ministers announced a two-
year plan to improve conditions at security checkpoints in 
the West Bank. Moshe Kahlon and Moshe Yaalon, who will 
be replaced as defense chief by Avigdor Liberman as part 
of a shakeup in the governing coalition, said the plan would 
make checkpoints, which tens of thousands of Palestinians 
go through in order to reach jobs in Israel, more efficient 
and secure, the Times of Israel reported on May 19. The 
program is expected to cost $77 million. Yaalon said in 
a statement that the program will decrease the wait times 
for Palestinians at crossings between “30 to 50 percent” 
and increase the amount of goods that can be transferred 
by “approximately 30 percent.” In April, Agriculture Min-
ister Uri Ariel, a member of the Jewish Home party who 
in 2012 was named by a settler group as the second-most 
right-wing member of the Knesset, surprised many when 
he criticized the “shameful” conditions at the checkpoints. 
Ariel noted that West Bank Palestinians are often forced 
to wait at checkpoints for hours without shade, water or 
other shelter from harsh weather conditions. Ariel also 
called for a new port in Gaza, which has been subject to 
an Israeli naval blockade since 2006, when Hamas won 
control of Gaza. 
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