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CJS enters the digital age, plans for upcoming
seasons

Approaching its 31st year, the College
of Jewish Studies now has a digital
presence. The website, www.bingcjs.
org, has archived all past programs and
past speakers. It also contains a short
section on the history of CJS and will
have a page for current and upcoming
programs.
Its Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/bingcjs, includes pictures from
past events and will be used to announce
upcoming programs. “Hopefully people
will ‘like us’ on Facebook and post comments that will continue discussion after
various lectures,” said Rhonda Levine,
chairwoman of the CJS Committee.
In addition, CJS now has an e-mail
address: bingcjs@gmail.com. Anyone
who wants to be notified by e-mail about
upcoming programs or has suggestions
for future programming should e-mail
the CJS Committee at that address.
The CJS Committee has been working on programs for fall 2016 and spring
2017. The fall 2016 program will focus
on the study of “Jewish” food and what
food can say about Jewish identity, culture, religious practice and politics. As

The College of
Jewish Studies
has a website,
www.bingcjs.org
(at left) and a
Facebook page,
www.facebook.
com/bingcjs (at
right).

the 100 th anniversary of the U.S. entry
into World War I approaches, the spring
2017 program will explore the ways
in which the war transformed Jewish
life around the globe. More information about the programs and specific
speakers will be forthcoming in The
Reporter, on the CJS website and on
its Facebook page.
After 30 years as its chairman, Brian

Savitch, a founding member of CJS,
handed the position off to Levine.
Savitch, in his new role as chairman
emeritus, will remain a member of
the CJS Committee. “CJS is indebted
to Brian for his years of service and
the entire community wishes to thank
Brian for ensuring excellent programs
throughout the years,” Levine said.
“Marti Klionsky, current administra-

tor of CJS, will continue to oversee
financial matters and share with me the
remaining administrative tasks. The CJS
Committee will continue to brainstorm
and develop programs that are stimulating and thought-provoking.”
Levine added, “Please check out the
website, www.bingcjs.org, and do not
forget to ‘like us’ on Facebook, www.
facebook.com/bingcjs.”

How Israel stays a “well-regulated militia” with so
many guns around
By Ron Kampeas
(JTA) – Dirty, hot and
exhausted Israeli soldiers
waiting for their bus home
from the army base tend, understandably,
to be in a hurry to get on board. But when
I was living in Israel during the first intifada, or Palestinian uprising, soldiers
didn’t jostle to be first in line. Rather,
the most coveted position was second.

That’s because the
bus driver had the right
– under rules issued by
the army and made clear
to each armed soldier before she or he
left the base – to order any soldier to sit
in the front seat and remain alert. And
the first one to get on board was the
obvious choice.
If you’d just finished three weeks of

ANALYSIS

Soldiers attending the funeral of Alon Albert Govberg, who was killed in a terror attack
in Jerusalem on October 14, 2015. (Photo by Hadas Parush/Flash90)

training with rare interruptions for sleep
and were looking forward to a snooze on
the long trip home, this was definitely a
downer. But it was necessitated by the
rash of Palestinian terrorist attacks on
bus drivers at the time.
One of the first things visitors to Israel
notice is the ubiquity of young people
with automatic weapons. Yet Israel
suffers the tiniest fraction of the mass
killings the United States does. Daniel
Gordis, writing last year in a Bloomberg
column, reported that Americans are 33
times more likely to kill each other with
guns than Israelis. How is that possible?
The answer is couched in that front
seat the Egged bus driver kept empty
for a soldier.
It may not be immediately obvious,
but the Israelis you see armed on the
beach or at the café are just as subject to
the army hierarchy and its regulations as
they would be if they were on the front
line or a base.
Calev Ben-David (an old friend) wrote
recently in The Jerusalem Post about the
differences between gun use in the U.S.
and Israel. He noted that just 4 percent
of guns in Israel are not military issue.
This means that the use of 96 percent
of guns is governed by army rules of
conduct. As a soldier, you’re answerable
to a military tribunal if you break army
rules and use a gun without orders – or if
you fail to use a gun when you’re under
standing order to do so. For example, if
a terrorist boards the bus you’re being
forced to stay awake on.

The training Israeli soldiers receive
also helps keep gun violence down.
When Gabby Giffords, the Jewish congresswoman from Arizona, was shot in
2011, an armed passer-by recalled later
to his own horror that he nearly opened
fire on the folks who were restraining
the gunman.
Donald Trump’s assertion that a club
full of armed French concertgoers would
have headed off last year’s Bataclan
massacre is belied by the chaos engendered when shooters lack training – not
just in proper shooting of the weapon,
but in identifying when and where it is
safe to shoot.
The careful use of guns in Israel is
about being answerable to a hierarchy,
beyond being answerable to the law.
This is the opposite of the “right to bear
arms” in the American ethos. There is
no “right” to bear arms in Israel – there
is a duty to bear arms, according to
strict regulations.
This is why current and former military officers, even right-wingers among
them, have been appalled by public
support for the soldier in Hebron who
in March allegedly shot an attacker after
he was subdued. As much as killing a
subdued man is wrong, in Israel’s military culture, using a weapon outside
the command structure is equally taboo.
In some ways, then, Israel is the “well
regulated militia” promised by America’s
Second Amendment. That component of
the amendment, however, has all but been
ignored in recent American court rulings.
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE NOTES

What will your summer be?
If life was fair, every kid would enjoy a great summer
– no school, no homework and no early to bed, just good
times. Tank tops, bathing suits and flip flops for a splash
in the town pool, a twirl on the carousel, a family vacation
and lots of time to hang with friends.
That is, if life was fair. But it’s not. Here at the Jewish
Community Center, there are some kids who’ve grown up
at Camp JCC, who want to come back this year, but can’t
because they aged out.
What does that mean? Well, by the Department of Social Services guidelines, once a child turns 13, financial
assistance for summer care ends. Private monies must be
found to keep these kids in camp.
In most instances, their families do not have the money
for camp, so their kids will not have a great summer. In the
worst case scenario, these kids, with raging hormones, may
spend the sizzling hot days of summer sitting unsupervised
in front of the TV or roaming around looking for something
to do and making scary choices that will affect the rest of
their lives. You will surely agree this is absolutely no good
and not what we want for our young people.
But don’t despair, there is hope, and that hope comes
by the name of Lynette Errante, Camp JCC director.
Lynette, a young woman with a big heart and enormous creativity, developed a fund-raising campaign,
The Honor Campership Fund, whose mission is to
improve the lives of children by helping to give them a
summer camp experience where they learn new skills,

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

Shalexus Crooke and Lynette Errante
cooperation and teamwork, and forge friendships that
last a lifetime.
You may wonder how Jewish Family Service is involved
in this. I received a flyer from Lynette highlighting this
fund-raiser. Her efforts tapped right into one of our many
JFS programs, that is, to supplement kids who are on a
positive path, but who have financial concerns.

Since JFS has a budget line for scholarships allocated by
the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, we meshed
perfectly with the Honor Campership Fund initiative.
Lynette recommended a 13-year-old girl who had spent
many summers at Camp JCC, but could not attend this
2016 season due to lack of funding.
I suggested to Lynette that the family of this girl complete
a JFS application indicating their financial need.
Not only was the application completed in full detail
by her grandmother, which is often not the case for JFS
applicants, it included a beautifully composed, articulate,
heartfelt essay written by the camper herself. Her words
grabbed me like the delicious hugs my grandkids give me.
I’m thrilled that JFS funding will make an appreciable
difference for a deserving child, a bright star shining who
has come through lots of dark times in her life. I think she’ll
continue to grow and mature, adding her strong values to
the people and situations she touches. This investment on
the part of JFS will reap dividends in her future.
Shalexus Crooke was the recipient of the JFS Scholarship for Personal Merit, presented to her at the JCC Annual
Meeting on June 14. For me, it feels so good to be proactive
in supporting her positive and healthy development, rather
than reacting to emergencies that present themselves to JFS.
If you are moved by this piece, please think about
donating to the JCC Honor Campership Fund at Camp
JCC. I look forward to talking to you about his. For more
information, call me at 724-2332.

NEWS IN BRIEF
JNS briefs June 21, 2016

in a Palestinian Authority-ruled part of the West Bank, and were reshipped to Gaza.

From JNS.org

Israel intercepts wet suit shipment bound for Gaza terrorists Los Angeles Dodgers first MLB team to sign an Israeli citizen
Israel announced on June 20 that it has foiled an attempt to smuggle dozens of professional wet suits into the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. It is believed the wet suits were intended
to be used by terrorists in Gaza, including members of the Hamas naval commando unit.
The illicit shipment was discovered and seized by security guards and Shin Bet security
agency personnel at the Kerem Shalom crossing between Israel and Gaza. The wet suits
were hidden among sports equipment and clothing that had been imported by a supplier

The Los Angeles Dodgers have become the first Major League Baseball team to sign
an Israeli citizen to a contract. Dean Kremer, a right-handed pitcher at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, was drafted earlier in June by the Dodgers in the 14th round. Last year,
he made history by becoming the first Israeli drafted by an MLB team, the San Diego Padres, but he did not sign with that club. Kremer, who was born in Stockton, CA, to Israeli
parents and has dual citizenship, said he has maintained “deep Israeli roots” his entire life.

Opinion
In My Own Words

Help us help you
One major source of frustration at The Reporter is when
we discover that it’s too late for information about an event
to get into the paper. I realize that many people don’t understand how our schedules work and what we offer. So I
thought it might be good to help people who are new to the
area and give a reminder for those who may have forgotten.
Before I write about that, there is one important thing
you should remember: Please feel free to contact us when
you have an event coming up. It’s never to early to plan
your publicity schedule. We can help you pick dates and tell
you what needs to be in the article. We’ll walk you through
the writing process and help you in any way we can. I’m
happy to meet with anyone in the community looking to get
their organization’s publicity into the paper, so contacting
us is a great first step. (See our contact information at the
end of the column.)
 Deadlines: The deadline for articles is the Wednesday
of the week before the opening date of the paper. For
example, if you wanted an article in this paper, which is
being published on June 24, the article should have been
here by Wednesday, June 15. The deadline for next week’s
paper, July 1, was June 22. While we can make exceptions
and sometimes take articles on a Thursday or Friday, we
can’t always get something into the paper if it arrives on
a Monday. (The exception to this is our holiday issues;
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we can’t take any late articles due to holiday closings.
We publish the deadline changes for weeks in advance so
people will have plenty of time to learn the correct date
and get the articles in on time.) If it gets here on a Tuesday
or Wednesday, that’s too late.
Why the early deadline? We publish two to three papers
most weeks and need time to get articles edited and to
our proofreaders. This also gives us time to get any additional information needed. The Reporter is in layout by
Tuesday afternoon at the latest and has to be at the printer
by Wednesday at noon in order to be printed and mailed
on Thursdays. The hope is that it will get into mailboxes
by Friday or Saturday. Since we can’t guarantee that, it
makes sense to have weekend events appear in more than
one issue, in case the papers come late.
 Number of articles: We allow three articles before the
event and one after the event. If you have a firm deadline
for reservations, the articles should appear before that date.
For after-the-event articles, remember that a picture is worth
1,000 words. Also note that if there are five or fewer people
in the photo, we need their names for the caption. If there are
six or more people, you certainly can give us their names,
but they’re not necessary. One exception to only publishing
three articles beforehand is for major fund-raisers; we usually
allow a small save-the-date article a month or so before the

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

BINGHAMTON, NY
OPINIONS
The views expressed in editorials and opinion pieces are those of each author and
not necessarily the views of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton.
LETTERS
The Reporter welcomes letters on subjects of interest to the Jewish community.
All letters must be signed and include a phone number;
names may be withheld upon request.
ADS
The Reporter does not necessarily endorse any advertised products
and services. In addition, the paper is not responsible for the
kashruth of any advertiser’s product or establishment.
DEADLINE
Regular weekly deadline is noon, Wednesday, for the following week’s newspaper.

other articles appear. Once again, contact us and we’ll be
happy to help you figure out the dates.
 What information should appear in the article: There are
the basics: what the event is, when and where the event will
be held (including the time) and whether there is a cost to
attend. If you want to tell us that it will be the best thing
since chopped liver, please have someone quoted as saying
that. (One example: “We are really excited about this event,”
said Jane Doe, chairwoman of the gala. “The musicians are
wonderful and the program features the best dancers in the
area.”) If you want people to make reservations, include the
contact information (name, phone number or e-mail). If more
information is available, tell them where to get it (contact
person’s name, phone number, e-mail or website address).
 One additional note: We’re always looking for Jews
doing interesting things or interesting Jewish groups. Don’t
assume we know about everyone and everything in the
community. Your leads help us to make the paper more
interesting. If you have an idea, you can either e-mail it to
us (Treporter@aol.com with “Reporter article idea” in the
subject line), send it to us via snail mail to The Reporter, 500
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850, or stop by The Reporter
offices in the Jewish Community Center. All articles and
photos should be sent to Treporter@aol.com with “article
for Reporter” in the subject line.
Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Layout Editor Diana Sochor
Assistant Editor Michael Nassberg
Advertising Bonnie Rozen
Production Coordinator Jenn DePersis
Bookkeeper Kathy Brown
Proofreaders
Barbara Bank, Eleanor Durfee, Fran Ferentinos,
Leah Ferentinos, Rebecca Goldstein Kahn,
Merri Pell-Preus, Ilene Pinsker, Heidi Thirer

“The Reporter” (USPS 096-280) is published weekly for $36 per year by the
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, 500 Clubhouse Road, Vestal, NY 13850-3734.
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Vestal, NY 13850-3734 or reach us by e-mail at TREPORTER@AOL.COM.

www.thereportergroup.org

June 24-30, 2016

TC to hold Happy Hour
and Havdalah
The Temple Concord Outreach Committee
will hold a second Happy Hour and Havdalah
program on Saturday, July 2, at 7 pm, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton.
The event will offer time for socializing
and an opportunity to make new friends.
Light refreshments will be served. The group
will move to a local restaurant for dinner at
8:15 pm, following the happy hour. Reser-

vations are required only if you are coming
to the dinner, to provide adequate seating.
Organizers noted that they had “a great
turnout” for the first happy hour program
this past winter.
To make reservations or for more information, call the temple office at 723-7355,
by Thursday, June 30. The public has been
invited to attend.
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Art opening at Temple
Beth-El, Ithaca, on June 26
A show of oil and watercolor paintings
by Ellen Wiernicki and Jill Leichter will
open on Sunday, June 26, at an event held
from 3-5 pm at Temple Beth-El in Ithaca,
in the social hall. The event will be free and
open to the public.
Leichter and Wiernicki share a space
at Howl Studios on Trumansburg Road,
between Ithaca and Trumansburg. They

are longtime friends who both chose art
courses first while studying for a degree
from the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences at Cornell. Wiernicki is a transplant from a chicken farm in Vineland, NJ.
She paints expressionist still lives, portraits
and landscapes. Leichter recently returned
to the area after 12 years in New Zealand,
and paints watercolor birds.

TC Torah Holy Rollers
At left: Members of Temple
Concord took part in the
Torah Holy Rollers and
helped clean the Torahs.
Front to back: Elizabeth
Smithmeyer, Roz Antoun, Ann
Bronsky, Barbara Thomas
and Ted Major.

At right: Temple Concord
Co-president Jon Burgman
helped clean one of the
Torahs.

Temple Israel Sisterhood

OF NOTE

Shaw

Nicole and Daniel Shaw have announced
the birth of their son, Ben Michael Shaw.
Grandparents are Cathy and Michael Shaw
and Sue and George Stephens.

Several meetings have been held recently to revitalize Temple Israel Sisterhood. Future
programs are in the works. Anyone interested in joining the organization should contact
Barbara Gilbert at barbarag66@aol.com for more information. Counter-clockwise from
top left: Barbara Greenberg, Barbara Gilbert, Beverly Rozen, Heidi Thirer, Marcia
Hofstein, Sandy Paston, Myrna Webb, Lynne Green, Sylvia Horowitz, Pam Lavker, Maxine
Rosenberg and Myrna Dubofsky.

your
ad
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be
here!
For information
on advertising,
contact
Bonnie Rozen at
724-2360, ext. 244
or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org
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The Temple Concord Holy Rollers program
was formed to clean the synagogue’s Torahs.
L-r: Suzanne Holwit and Eileen Orringer.

The Jewish Community wishes to express its sympathy to
Barbara Balotin on the death
of her son,

Joel Howard Balotin
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Off the Shelf

Golems, demons and cyborg robotniks

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Compared to the number of literary novels and mysteries I devour, I really don’t read much fantasy. However,
that doesn’t mean I don’t like the genre; in fact, one of
my all-time favorite literary characters appeared in the
fantasy trilogy “The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the
Unbeliever.” What is disappointing, though, is the lack
of Jewish-themed fantasy. So I was delighted to look at
my pile of review copies and see three novels that present
alternative views of reality. What’s even better is that the
plot lines are completely different, although they all have
one thing in common: each offers a glimpse of how human
(and non-human) emotions affect the fate of the world.
“The Golem of Paris”
As a lover of both fantasy and mysteries, I was thrilled
to learn that Jonathan Kellerman and Jesse Kellerman had
published another book in the Detective Jacob Lev series.
“The Golem of Paris” (G. P. Putnam’s Sons) works as both

Notice of Formation of Down And
Out, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
04/26/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: PO Box 673, Windsor,
NY 13865. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was May 9, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: James
W. Orband, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited
liability company (“LLC”) is
TECK PRECISION LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the
Articles of Organization with
the Secretary of State is MAY
16, 2016.

3.

4.

The County within the State
of New York in which the
principal office of the LLC is
located is Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is
hereby designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. The post office
address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him
or her is: 471 ANNE ROAD,
WINDSOR, NEW YORK,
13865.

The character or purpose
of the business of the LLC is
any purpose allowed by law.
______________________

a hard-boiled detective novel and a fantastical tale of mysticism. I adored the first book in the series (see my review
of “The Golem of Hollywood” at www.thereportergroup.
org/Article.aspx?aID=3815) and am happy to report that
the second lived up to my expectations.
Lev, a former Los Angeles Police Department homicide
detective, is being punished for the events that occurred
in the first book: his new assignment for the department
is sorting cold-case files stored in an unheated warehouse
east of the city. He knows that the LAPD Special Projects
department is following his every move in the hope that
the golem will once again visit him. When Lev becomes
interested in one particular cold case, he soon discovers
similar gruesome crime scenes have been found in other
countries. To learn what really occurred, Lev travels to
Paris, where he realized the case also has connections to
Russia and Prague. His search for the killer not only gives

LEGAL NOTICE
of State of New York (SSNY) on
5/2/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G.
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton,
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY UNDER THE
NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY LAW
Notice is hereby given of the
formation of Covas 123 LLC (the
“Company”) for the transaction of
business in the State of New York
and elsewhere.
1. The name of the Company is
Covas 123 LLC.
2. The Company’s Articles of
Organization were filed with
the New York Secretary of State
on January 13, 2016.
3. The Company’s office within New
York State is located in Broome
County.
4. The New York Secretary of State
has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom
process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any such
process served upon him
or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,
Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
220, Binghamton, New York
13901.
5. The character or purpose of the
Company’s business is for any
lawful business purpose except
to do any business in New York
State for which a statute
specifically requires some other
business entity or natural person
to be formed or used for such
business.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Saunders
Road Enterprises, LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/03/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 35 Hardy Rd., Johnson
City, NY 13790. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________

5.

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Wilkes-Barre, LLC,
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 5/2/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
LLC agent upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to: LLC,
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905,
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose:
Any Lawful Pur pose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Polaris, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary

him insight into his family’s past, but a renewed connection
to the being that changed his life.
I’m being deliberately vague about the plot because I
don’t want to destroy the novel’s many surprises. While
readers of the first work will better understand this second
one, enough details are given that it can be read on its own.
To give you an idea of how much I enjoyed “The Golem
of Paris,” my reaction on finishing was, “I loved this and
I want the next book in the series now!”
“Central Station”
Some novels straddle the line between fantasy and science fiction. That’s true of Lavie Tidhar’s “Central Station”
(Tachyon Publications), which is set in a Tel Aviv of the
future. In this world, most of the universe’s population is
connected into “the conversation” – a type of Internet that
interfaces with people’s brains. Cyborg robotiks, who were
See “Golems” on page 11

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: 87-89 Prospect Avenue
Holdings, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
May 17, 2016. The county in which
the principal place of business of
the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served.
The Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against the
Company, to Hinman, Howard &
Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose
of the business of the Company is
any lawful business purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Eck Plastic Holdings,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was May 17, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against
the Company, to Hinman, Howard
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose
of the business of the Company is
any lawful business purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Advisor Development,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was May 27, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against
the Company, to Hinman, Howard
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose
of the business of the Company is
any lawful business purpose.
______________________
B&BCS, LLC, a domestic LLC,
filed with the SSNY on 3/9/16.
Office location: Broome. SSNY is
designated as agent upon whom
process against the LLC may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to Ryan Herceg, 26 Maple St.,
Harpursville, NY 13787. General
purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Lalor Shared Services,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was June 3, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
To place a legal notice, contact
Bonnie at 724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org

company is: Upstate Entertainment
Productions, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
June 3, 2016. The county in which
the principal place of business of
the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated
as agent of the Company upon
whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of DMKH, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/18/16. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 111 Newlands St., Chevy Chase,
MD 20815. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Whole Health Nutrition
Center, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
June 3, 2016. The county in which
the principal place of business of
the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated
as agent of the Company upon
whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Fiber Internet Finder,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was June 7, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of formation of limited
liability company (LLC). Name:
Congdon Appraisal LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
May 9, 2016. NY office location:

Broome County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. The post office
address to which the SSNY shall
mail a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him/her is
3644 Pheasant Lane, Endwell, NY
13760. Purpose/character of LLC:
Real Estate Appraisal
______________________
Notice of Formation of
Black Button, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with the Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 05/24/2016.
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, c/o 101 Jefferson
Avenue, Endicott, NY 13760.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The
name
of
the
limited
liability company is: TYNAN
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of
the Company with the Secretary
of State was March 8, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has
been designated as agent of the
Company upon whom process
against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any process against the
Company, to Hinman, Howard &
Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The
purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Webster, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
5/24/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC
agent upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to: LLC, Attn: John
G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton,
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Syracuse, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
5/24/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC
agent upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to: LLC, Attn:
John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905,
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose:
Any Lawful Pur pose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
X93 BFF, LLC, a domestic LLC,
filed with the SSNY on 6/2/16.
Office location: Broome. SSNY is
designated as agent upon whom
process against the LLC may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to Aldo Solares, 3720 81st St.,
Jackson Heights, NY 11372.
General purpose.
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A gift of $20 million to help revitalize U.S.
Holocaust museum

By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) – An exhibit
more than 20 years old against an iPhone:
Docents at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum are increasingly noting the battle
with hand-held devices to keep the interest
of young people. Now a $20 million gift to
help revitalize the Washington, DC, museum will aim to assist the docents while
focusing on the challenges posed to democracies by rapid changes in technology.
Allan and Shelley Holt announced their
grant for the Washington, DC, museum on
June 13 in honor of Allan Holt’s parents,
who are Holocaust survivors and about to
celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary.
Holt, an investment manager at the Carlyle
Group, a Washington consulting outfit, is
also vice chairman of the museum’s governing board.
The gift, one of the largest in the museum’s history, will go toward a $540 million
campaign aimed at revitalizing the museum,
the museum said in a release.
In an interview, the museum’s director,
Sara Bloomfield, and chief program officer, Sarah Ogilvie, outlined areas where
the money will help realign the museum’s
educational mission with the 21st century
through a physical refurbishing and programmatic changes. One emphasis is on
new technologies and how they can be
exploited for propaganda in an age when
political messages spread rapidly through
social media and other means, they told JTA.
“The new technology of the 1930s was the

A view of the interior of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, in
2010. (Photo by Wikimedia Commons)
radio,” Ogilvie said. “The Nazis tried to make
sure every German family had one. We will
be talking about new technologies and how
young people were targets for the Nazis.”
A central message of the museum since
its 1993 opening – that democracies are
more vulnerable than their citizens believe
them to be – will become more pronounced,
Bloomfield said. “It’s so important for an
audience to see the failure of democratic
institutions,” she said.
“That lesson is in the exhibition, but we
can make it more explicit,” Bloomfield said,
saying it was a critical message at a time

of racially charged political rhetoric in the
United States and abroad. “What we read
about in the paper every day makes this
history ever more relevant and more of a
cautionary tale.”
The changes and refurbishing, which
will take place over five to seven years,
also will address how audiences have been
shaped by technology. Docents, among
them Holocaust survivors, have reported
in recent years that they have to compete
with multiple distractions, including the
hand-held devices. “Some of them have
expressed concern about keeping the at-

tention of young people; they watch the
distractions that can happen,” Ogilvie said.
The museum may open avenues to interact with the exhibit through the devices now
preoccupying the young visitors. “You may
be able to interact with a Holocaust survivor
on your phone instead of texting,” she said.
Ogilvie said attention spans have become
shorter, another factor needing addressing.
“If you look back at TV shows from 1989,”
when the museum designed some of its video presentations, “pacing seems incredibly
slow,” she said.
Another “nuts and bolts” change, Ogilvie
said, would be to the “Tower of Faces,” a
central structure featuring photographs of
victims and survivors of the Holocaust.
Some of them have faded, and the museum
plans to return to the original negatives and
digitize them.
Updates also would incorporate information made available since the museum’s opening. Access to Russian archives
post-Soviet collapse has revealed much
more about the “Holocaust by bullets,” the
mass murders carried out by the Nazis in
Soviet areas.
Bloomfield said Holt has been involved
in the strategic planning. His father is 96 and
his mother is 93. “This gift is an expression
of our family’s gratitude to this remarkable
country, and most especially it honors my
parents, all of my grandparents who were
killed, and my mother’s two sisters who
survived with her,” Holt said in a statement
released by the museum.

Love letters of the Holocaust

By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.org
This is a story about the power of letters
to span both years and miles, and to unite
the hearts of children and their parents when
powers they can’t control force them apart.
More than a dozen years ago in Worcester, MA, Prof. Deborah Dwork got a letter
from a man in Switzerland she’d never heard
of. Ulrich Luz told her about something he’d
discovered packed away in a suitcase among
his late aunt’s belongings that might be of
interest to Dwork. Indeed it was – so much
so that she is now writing a book about his
aunt’s quiet heroism and the lasting treasure
she managed to preserve.
It turns out the nephew, a retired professor
of theology in Switzerland, had heard about

Elisabeth Luz (Photo courtesy of the Luz
family)

both the work of the Strassler Center for
Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Clark
University, for which Dwork is the founding director, and Dwork’s book “Children
with a Star” (Yale University Press, 1991).
So when Ulrich Luz discovered more than
1,000 letters his aunt Elisabeth Luz had
sent back and forth between hidden children and their parents from the time of the
Holocaust, he had a hunch Dwork might
find the collection to be of value.
“He began sending packets of the letters… over 1,000 in all,” says Dwork, who is
also the Rose Professor of Holocaust History
at Clark. She was ready for the fragile old
sheets of paper, having assembled white
cotton gloves, archival paper, acid-free
sleeves and tweezers.
“It was such a treasure, and an amazing
thing to hold them,” she recalls. Then
began the long process of translating the
letters, which had gone from parents in
Greater Germany to their children hidden
in France, Belgium, The Netherlands and
England.
In all, several hundred families are
represented in the collection. Many of the
letters were from parents and kids reassuring each other that they’re alright, as both
sides walked gingerly across the land mine
of loneliness and worry. The letters’ dates
span the years beginning in late 1938, when
the Kristallnacht pogrom and the general
antisemitism of the time mobilized the Jews
in Greater Germany to try to send as many
children as possible to safety.

When war broke out the following year,
civilian mail stopped moving freely and
Luz managed to keep the correspondences
going by taking a more central role as letter
writer. “Dear Tante Elisabeth,” a child might
write to her. “Please tell my mother I am
fine and doing well in math.” Or a father
might ask her to convey, “Dear Elisabeth,
please tell my son to dress warmly and that
we send our love.”
Most of the families’ correspondences
stopped cold by 1945, by which time the
majority of the parents were presumed
murdered; others continued into the 1960s.
It is still unknown how many of the children
survived, but presumably far more than
the parents, most of whom were unable to
escape the Nazis’ murderous net. But one
of the enduring mysteries about the collection of letters is that they are all originals,
written by these parents and children. No
one knows for sure why, in the era before
Xerox, Luz rewrote each of the 1,000 letters
by hand and sent them out.
The prevailing theory? “Trying to fool
the censors,” says Dwork, who included several of the letters in her book “Flight from the
Reich: Refugee Jews 1933-1946” (Norton,
2009). “This church-going Christian lady,
who often spoke about the importance of
giving aid and help, spent years doing this
painstaking work and at no small risk to
herself,” she says.
The Strassler Center at Clark University is still scanning, sorting, transcribing
and translating the letters, and the public

One of the more than 1,000 letters that
Ulrich Luz sent to Prof. Deborah Dwork.
(Photo courtesy of Deborah Dwork)
should be able to access them by early
2018, but several of them are going to be
used at the Center’s Summer Holocaust
Institute to help high school history and
literature teachers integrate the Holocaust
into their curriculum. “The letters are a
great opportunity to engage with this time
period first-hand and understand some of
their concerns these parents and children
had,” says Sarah Cushman, who directs
the summer institute.
See “Letters” on page 8

Coming to our July 15 issue...
To our readers...
isers know
u to let our advert
yo
d
in
m
re
to
t
an
Iw
TER! It is
re in THE REPOR
he
ad
r
ei
th
w
sa
that you
ur
n you go to get yo
he
w
r
be
em
m
re
to
so important
e or use
hing at their stor
et
m
so
y
bu
or
ne
hair do
THE
I SAW YOUR AD IN
y
sa
u
yo
at
th
es
their servic
want to know.
REPORTER! They
Thank you,
Bonnie Rozen
ive
Advertising Execut

The 2016 Annual

COMMUNITY GUIDE

the largest color issue of the year, with special business,
dine-out, health care sections and more!
For information about advertising, please contact Bonnie Rozen
at 724-2360, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org.

Issue date: July 15
Ad deadline: July 7
Publis hed by the Jew is h Federation of Greater Binghamton

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

June 24-30, 2016

Page 6 - The Reporter

Falafel wars in Paris

By Cnaan Liphshiz
PARIS (JTA) – On a crowded sidewalk in the French
capital, Yomi Peretz exchanges jokes and backslaps with
customers who are waiting in a 20-yard queue in the rain
to enter his falafel shop. This chummy interaction comes
naturally to Peretz, a tall enthusiast of boxing and poker
who owns and runs l’As du Fallafel (The Falafel Ace),
one of the best-known eateries in Paris. But working the

A patron of The Falafel Ace held the restaurant’s acclaimed
falafel sandwich, which is covered in hot sauce. (Photo by
WikiMedia Commons)

crowd also serves a commercial purpose.
“I do it to keep up morale in the queue,” Peretz said on
a recent Thursday. “They may be waiting here for 20-30
minutes and if they lose hope, they’ll go away.”
Opened in 1979 by his parents in the old Jewish quarter
of the Marais, the Falafel Ace is an institution distinguished
by its international reputation and the fact that it has kosher
certification. It is a Marais must-see thanks to its listing in
travel guides and countless reviews in local and international
media – including The New York Times, which wrote about
Peretz’s eatery in 2006.
The Ace is so busy it has two lines: for take-out and table
seating. But this incontestable popularity isn’t enough for
Peretz. In recent years, the Ace has played hardball with a
smaller competitor, Mi-Va-Mi, across the way on Rosiers
Street. Since opening in 1998, Mi-Va-Mi has struggled in
the Ace’s shadow. Its owner, Martine Ouaknine, decided to
open on Shabbat and subsequently lost her kosher certificate.
So Peretz bought the space recently from where Mi-Va-Mi
operates and is refusing to extend her lease beyond July.
Ouaknine is fighting the eviction.
Mi-Va-Mi has petitioned a Paris administrative court

Martine Ouaknine, left, with an employee of her Mi-Va-Mi
falafel shop in the historical Jewish quarter of Paris on
May 18. (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
for a stay, citing its 18-year history at its current address
and laws designed to protect businesses from hostile takeovers. “They won’t get rid of us so easily,” said Ouaknine,
speaking to a visitor in her half-empty restaurant as she
See “Falafel” on page 11

Parents play a big role in keeping teen drivers safe
(StatePoint) – For teens, getting behind a wheel can seem
like an exciting taste of freedom. But too much leeway too
soon can have dangerous results. Car crashes are the number
one killer of teens, and half of all teens will be involved in a
car crash before graduating high school, reports the National
Safety Council.
Luckily, states with a Teen Safe Driving Coalition are
helping change the game. The Coalitions – comprised of
state and local government, law enforcement, public health
agencies, traffic safety and injur y prevention organizations,
academia, businesses, teens, parents and crash survivors
– were established by NSC and the Allstate Foundation.
They have worked at the grass-roots level for the last four
years to educate parents and teens about the risks of teen
driving. Coalitions exist in California, Florida, Mar yland,
Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee and Texas to offer solutions for parents to help
teens be safer.
The results have been effective. Crashes involving 15- to
17- year-old drivers in Coalition states have dropped nearly
34 percent since the Coalitions were established four years

ago, whereas non-coalition states have experienced just a
19.5 percent drop, according to NSC analysis of federal
fatality data.
The Coalitions’ success is in part because they promote
a program that indisputably saves lives. Graduated Driver
Licensing, a proven method of reducing teen drivers’ crash
risk by 20 to 40 percent, works by maximizing experience
while minimizing common driving risks teens face, such
as nighttime driving and carrying teen passengers. This
allows new drivers to gain experience with less exposure to
high-risk scenarios. All 50 states and Washington, DC, have
implemented some form of GDL.
“Beyond legislation, parents have a role to play as well,”
says Kathy Bernstein, senior manager of teen driving initiatives, NSC. “As the number one resource when it comes to
teaching teens to drive, parents should stay involved well
after teens get their licenses.”
With that in mind, Bernstein offers some life-saving tips
to families with new drivers:
 Parents should drive with teens regularly even after they
receive their license. A minimum of 30 minutes weekly can

help ensure that safe driving skills are being employed.
with teens about managing distractions, such as
phones – both handheld and hands-free – the radio, other
young passengers and even beautiful roadside scenery. When
teens are driving, they must stay focused on the task at hand.
 Mile for mile, 16- and 17 year-old drivers are about three
times as likely to be involved in a fatal car crash at night than
during the day, according to “Injury Prevention,” a peer review
journal. Parents should give teens opportunities to learn
nighttime driving skills with an adult supervisor in the car.
 One of the best ways for teens to learn to drive is by
example. So practice safe habits always.
 Visit the Drive it Home site at www.DriveitHome.org for
resources, such as weekly driving lessons and the New Driver
Deal, a contract which parents and teens can create together
that outlines household driving rules and the consequences
for breaking them.
“Remember, it’s not whether teens are ‘good kids’ or
‘responsible.’ New drivers share one thing in common – lack
of experience,” says Bernstein. “The more practice driving
teens get, the better.”
 Talk
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The nine best Jewish food trucks in the U.S.
By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) – Summer is upon us. And that
means swimsuits, summer camps, sticky
temperatures – and food trucks. True, many
of these trendy restaurants-on-wheels are
known to ply their wares in the depths of
winter. But as the weather warms, everyone from office workers to tourists find
themselves beckoned outside for lunch.
Sadly, kosher options can be hard to find
among the ever-increasing legion of mobile

eateries. But take heart: We’ve compiled a
list of standouts from across the country.
(We’ve also thrown in a couple of our
favorite Jewish-themed trucks that are not
necessarily kosher.) From corned-beef hash
burritos to kosher barbecue, these are nine
of the best Jewish-themed food trucks from
coast to coast.
 Conversos y Tacos, El Paso (kosher):
This truck, known for its fusion of Latino and
Jewish cuisines, began as an art project in

Conversos y Tacos (Photo from Facebook)

2013. Founder Peter Svarzbein – a Hispanic
Jew and El Paso native, who now serves as a
representative in the city’s government – had
been interviewing and photographing Latino families in the Southwest who believed
their ancestors were Conversos, Spanish
Jews forced to convert to Christianity during
the Inquisition. When it opened, Svarzbein
played a video of his interview subjects and
the menus included an Inquisition timeline.
See “Food” on page 9

Eight ways to prevent a summer tragedy

(NAPSI) – Here’s an important fact for anyone who
ever drives with children: When it’s hot outside – and
sometimes even when it’s not so hot – the temperature
inside a parked car can rise to fatal heatstroke levels
within minutes, even if the windows are partially open.
It’s heartbreaking and it can happen even to the
best of parents. In fact, dozens of children will die in hot
parked cars this year because a busy parent or caregiver forgot
them or mistakenly thought the child was with someone else.
In other cases, unattended children die of heatstroke after
gaining access to cars that were left unlocked.
To help prevent a tragedy, the experts at the International
Parking Institute offer this safety advice:
1. Never leave your child in a parked car, not even for
a minute.
2. Call 9-1-1 if you see a child alone in a car.
3. Never leave your car without checking the backseat.

Put your wallet or phone in back as a reminder. If
your child is still in a car seat, put a stuffed toy on it
when you take the child out. When the safety seat is
occupied, keep the toy up front as a visual reminder.
You may also want to get into the habit of always
opening the back door of your car when you park it,
before you lock up.
4. Arrange for your child care provider to call if your child
doesn’t arrive on time.
5. If your child is missing, check the car and trunk of the
car immediately. If you – or the neighbors – have a pool,
check that, too.
6. Always lock your car, even in the garage or driveway.
7. Teach your children that vehicles are never to be used
as play areas.
8. Keep car keys and remote control devices where children can’t get them.
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W hen alcohol is the driver, nobody's safe! It doesn't take a large

amount to do a lot of damage. Even one drink can cloud judgment
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and make it a safe and happy holiday weekend!
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As congregations shrink, cantors become rabbis –
and work as both
By Dina Weinstein
MIAMI (JTA) – After 30 years
as a cantor, Mark Kula, who spent
more than two decades at a Miami-area Conservative synagogue,
became a rabbi. To make this happen, Kula didn’t have to withdraw
from his longtime position at Bet
Shira Congregation in suburban
Pinecrest. Nor did he relocate in
order to obtain his ordination from
the Jewish Theological Seminary Rabbi Mark Kula,
in New York, where he earned his formerly a cantor, now
investiture. Instead, after three years serves as a “kol bo”
of online study with the Woodmere, at a suburban Miami
NY-based Rabbinical Academy congregation. (Photo
Mesifta Adath Wolkowisk, Kula by Dina Weinstein)
was ordained in 2013.
“I have a love of learning and I wanted to learn Judaism
in more depth,” said Kula, who had previously served Bet
Shira as a sort of unofficial assistant rabbi, officiating lifecycle events and filling in when the congregation lacked
a rabbi. “The other reason I wanted to get ordination was
because there were different opportunities.”
Kula is part of a growing group of cantors who are
earning rabbinic ordination through online courses. For
many, Kula included, the aim is to fill the role of “kol bo”
– a Hebrew term that translates to “all is within it.” In this
case, the phrase refers to a rabbi who is also able to take
on a cantorial role, or vice versa.
While online rabbinical schools are typically frowned
upon by the Jewish education establishment, in this South
Florida city, congregations are generally accepting of these
non-traditional ordinations. Many synagogues, struggling to
make ends meet, no longer have the budget to cover both a
rabbi and a cantor. By using distance learning to transform
cantors into kol bos, synagogues can weather the downturn
with their leadership intact. “I’ve seen the cantorial field
contracting, diminishing,” said Rabbi Stephen Texon, a
Miami Beach cantor who also received ordination from
the Rabbinical Academy.
“Cantorial positions were diminishing or being eliminated in many Conservative synagogues,” said Texon,
who now functions as a kol bo at the Temple Beth Shmuel
Cuban Hebrew Congregation. “Seeing [shrinking con-

Letters

Cushman also expects the letters to resonate with high
school students. “The average American kid will understand
these kids’ concerns with their futures and even petty gripes
between them and their friends,” she says.
This often comes as a surprise, says Cushman, explaining
that with “our 20-20 hindsight, we know all too well the
outcome for most of these families, but the letter-writers
of course could not. The number six million is an abstraction, but one document from a real person can make the
Holocaust real for today’s teens.”
Dwork agrees. “These personal letters are a compelling way to teach aspects of the Holocaust because they
relate how families dealt with the problems and pain they
endured,” she says.
Indeed, the letters just may serve another function.
“Google ‘Holocaust’ and the first sites that come up are
all deniers,” says Janet Stein, president of the American
Association of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and their Descendants of Greater Boston. “These letters are positive
proof that it happened.”
The letters could also be a healing force for any of the
children who remain alive, adds Stein, whose own father
survived Auschwitz to emerge as the only member of both
his family and his community in Hungary to live on. “So
many of the kids grew up never even knowing they were

Women  Business
If you are a woman who owns or manages a
business, The Reporter has a unique
advertising opportunity for you!
WOMEN IN BUSINESS, the highlight of our
August 12 issue, will feature an advertising
section of display ads in a variety of sizes to
suit your copy. As a bonus, for all ads over
4 col. inches, we’ll include a FREE mini feature
using the information you provide.
August 12 issue
Ad Deadline: August 4
For information, contact Bonnie
at 724-2360 ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

gregations] and seeing the closing
of Conservative synagogues, I
decided to continue working in our
synagogue, and that required me to
become a rabbi.”
Combining the cantor-rabbi role
has become essential to economic survival for both synagogues
and clergy in a time of shrinking
congregations, said Rabbi Charles
Agin, the dean of faculty at the RabRachelle Nelson re- binical Academy, who himself was
ceived her ordination ordained at the Reform movement’s
online, but for now is Hebrew Union College-Jewish
staying in her position Institute of Religion. “Throughout
as a cantor. She may the country it’s one of the driving
pursue a rabbinical forces of this phenomenon,” he said,
pulpit in retirement. referring to economics.
“We’re a second-career institu(Photo courtesy of
tion,” added Agin, emphasizing his
Temple Beth Am)
students are mid-career working
Jewish professionals. “We take in only mature adults,
usually 50 or older, who are well trained and working in
the field.”
One such “mature adult” is Cantor Rachelle Nelson at the
Reform Temple Beth Am, also in Pinecrest. After years of
going beyond her cantorial duties – giving sermons, facilitating lifecycle events and teaching at the synagogue’s day
school – she received her ordination from the Rabbinical
Academy, just months after Kula did. “I did it because I
wanted the knowledge,” said Nelson, who is staying in her
post as a cantor. “I had a calling to it.”
Plus, it provides some insurance for the future. “I love
knowing that I have options,” she said, adding she may
pursue a rabbinical pulpit in partial retirement, possibly
in North Carolina.
Rabbi Julie Jacobs had been the cantor at Congregation Beth David in Miami for 10 years. But when Beth
David’s rabbi left, the Conservative congregation asked
her if she would pursue the rabbinate. Jacobs agreed
and obtained her ordination online through the New
York-based Jewish Spiritual Leaders Institute, or JSLI.
“I wanted to stay here,” said Jacobs, who is functioning
as a kol bo. “The business aspect is new to me. I’ve been
taking fund-raising classes.”
Continued from page 5
Jewish so these letters could be a reminder of who they
really are. As all that is left behind of their parents, how
precious these letters would be to their children,” she says.
Indeed, even the flimsiest paper letter can contain great
power, says Prof. Amos Goldberg, who teaches Jewish
history at Hebrew University of Jerusalem. “Especially in
times of war the mail could bring a warm message from a
loved one very far away,” Goldberg says. “You watch for
the mail and when the letter arrives you gather the family
to hear it. It was so reassuring.”
Or, of course, it could be tragic, as is the case when one
receives a wartime letter from someone who had been killed
during the time it took the letter to reach its destination.
Today, we have lost something with the reliance on
e-mails and texting as well as the disappearance of the
hand-written letter, Goldberg maintains. “The ritual of a
letter, the sitting and thinking and writing down, then the
excitement about an answer coming and reading it over
and over again, it celebrated and cemented our relationships,” he says.
Prof. Alexandra Garbarini, who teaches modern European Jewish history at Williams College in in Williamstown,
MA, says she’s looking forward to seeing the letters. Having
studied parents writing diaries for their children during
the Holocaust years and written about it in “Numbered
Days: Diaries of the Holocaust” (Yale University Press,
2006), Garbarini says “there’s a newfound respect for the
original documents from those who lived history, not just
studied it. And here you actually get to read the words of
the children, which is very rare.”
Elisabeth Luz’s quiet actions had immense influence, she
adds. “Because she was willing to play the role as messenger between hidden children and their parents, they could
maintain some semblance of a relationship,” says Garbarini.
“And it was all done for the sake of the child whose life depended on maintaining the fiction they had all created – the
parents, the child and the adoptive family, too. It reminds
us that very small acts when done in such numbers means
it’s no longer a very small act, but a big one.”
“As they spiraled into different worlds, the children pined
for their parents and the parents yearned for the children,”
says Dwork. “This allowed them to keep close. It was a
quiet, but poignant, example of resistance.”
Stein mused, “On some level, did this woman have
the foresight to think about history and that people might
discover these someday? Could it have occurred to her
that these were valuable not just to the families then, but
to people in the future, too?”

Rabbi Julie Jacobs, flanked by former NFL quarterback
Sage Rosenfels, left, and musician Matisyahu, celebrated
her rabbinical installation at Beth David Congregation in
2015. Previously the Miami synagogue’s cantor, she now
works as both. (Photo courtesy of Beth David Congregation)
Rabbi Steven Blane, founder and dean of the “postdenominational” JSLI, said it is essential for cantors to study
to be rabbis in order to be employable. Blane draws from
first-hand experience: He started his career as a cantor and
became a rabbi through Rabbinical Seminary International, a 20-year-old online seminary. “There’s no reason for
someone to be a cantor in any movement,” said Blane.
“There are no jobs.”
In 2012, Hebrew Union College announced it would
“ordain” rather than “invest” its graduating cantors, in large
part to boost their status as members of the clergy. “With
society changing so rapidly, synagogues are desperate to
find formulas that will keep them functioning,” Rabbi
Dana Evan Kaplan wrote in a JTA op-ed in response to the
decision, as opposed to investiture. “They want as many
options as possible and don’t want rabbinical organizations
– effectively labor unions – to dictate to them.”
For his part, Blane criticized seminaries as disruptive
programs that force students to relocate to campuses in large
urban centers, then move to Israel for a year and then to
study three more years. He said it is a mistake to spend so
much time and money on traditional rabbinical and cantorial schools because of the cost, time commitment and,
ultimately, lack of jobs. But while numerous congregations
accept ordination with online programs – seeing it as a
solution to staffing and economic challenges – rabbinical
organizations still take a hard line against this route to
ordination. They say it is in no way equal to the traditional
five-year residential rabbinical program.
“JTS continues to explore and expand distance-learning courses, which can play a significant supplemental
role [in ordination],”said Rabbi Daniel Nevins, dean of
the seminary’s rabbinical school. “However, we feel that
training superb rabbis requires intensity and live, communal learning.
“There is simply no comparison between the rigor and
depth of this type of experience and a correspondence
course,” he said of the intensive five-year program at the
Jewish Theological Seminary. “I don’t disparage the efforts
of people who wish to study Torah part time and by remote
access. However, I do not think it possible adequately to
train rabbis – or, for that matter, physicians or engineers
or any serious profession – without an extended and immersive educational experience.”
Rabbi Steven Fox, chief executive of the Reform
movement’s Central Conference of American Rabbis,
said he has serious concerns about the online ordination
trend. “A second rate or short cut to rabbinic ordination
that is not up to the standards of accredited and recognized seminaries – and as expected by Jews looking for
rabbis with good qualifications and qualities – undermines
both the rabbinate and cantorate,” he said. “This is not
a positive trend.”
Numerous rabbis contacted by JTA who were ordained
at traditional seminaries did not want to go on the record
about the online phenomenon. One rabbi expressed concern that online seminaries undermine the profession by
demanding less of its rabbis.
Kula, Jacobs and Nelson said they considered their alma
maters when it came to pursuing ordination. However,
their programs did not mesh with their careers, which are
full-time and far from New York.
On a local level, however, many congregations are unperturbed. The president of Beth David, for example, said
Jacobs made a seamless transition to her enhanced kol bo
role. “I think she was already a spiritual leader, even when
she was our cantor, and the rabbi position only legitimized
something [that] was already clear for everybody,” Daniel
Fujita said.
Plus, he added, the congregation is increasingly engaging with younger families, for whom traditional titles
hold little weight. “Good deeds and Jewish soul and values
carries today more weight than where you received your
diploma,” he said.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

EU foreign ministers back France’s Israeli-Palestinian
peace initiative

The foreign ministers of the European Union’s 28 member states have issued a joint
declaration backing the recently launched French-led Israeli-Palestinian peace initiative.
“The Council welcomes the Joint Communiqué on the Middle East peace initiative
adopted at the Ministerial meeting in Paris on 3 June 2016,” the ministers said after a
meeting in Brussels, adding, “The Council reiterates its support for a just, sustainable and
comprehensive resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and peace and stability in
the region.” Additionally, the EU Foreign Affairs Council said it will provide economic
incentives to promote an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal. “The EU is determined… to
bring a concrete and substantial contribution to a global set of incentives for the parties
to make peace with a view to an international conference planned to be held before the
end of the year,” said the ministers. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
repeatedly opposed the French peace initiative, saying that he prefers direct negotiations
with the Palestinians.

Southern Baptist Convention passes resolution in
support of Israel

The Southern Baptist Convention adopted a resolution reaffirming the church’s
support and prayers for Israel, as well as condemning the Boycott, Divestment and

Sanctions movement. “We support the right of Israel to exist as a sovereign state and
reject any activities that attack that right by promoting economic, cultural, and academic
boycotts against Israel,” the resolution said. Mat Staver, founder and chairman of the
Liberty Counsel religious freedom non-profit and a member of the SBC Resolutions
Committee, said, “Frankly, with Israel as a world leader in technological and medical
inventions, it is foolish to boycott Israel.” SBC’s move comes amid a debate among its
Christian counterparts in mainline Protestant churches over whether to adopt resolutions
supporting the BDS movement. SBC – the country’s largest Protestant denomination
with an estimated 15.3 million members – recently held its an annual meeting of church
delegates in St. Louis.

U.S. and Israel reportedly close to finalizing military
aid package

The United States and Israel are close to finalizing a new 10-year military aid package, according to reports. According to an unnamed senior Israeli official, Israel wants
to reach the deal as soon as possible, but an announcement will not come in the next
few days because there are a number of outstanding issues to resolve. Additionally, the
official denied claims that Israel is slowing down the talks and considering not reaching
the agreement until the next U.S. president takes office in 2017. The U.S. and Israel
have been negotiating a new military aid package to replace the existing package of $3.1
billion in annual aid that is set to expire in 2018. Israel has reportedly asked for up to $4
billion per year in the new package.

Food
Since then, the truck has stayed operational – even if only for special events these
days – thanks to its inspired plates, like the
brisket and pickles taco.
 Clover Food Lab, Boston (kosher): Most
restaurants don’t call a falafel sandwich a
“chickpea fritter” – but Clover Food Lab
founder Ayr Muir isn’t one to follow the
crowd. Drawing on data he collects from
his customers, Muir obsessively reconfigures his company’s operations, tweaking
everything from recipes to refrigerator
temperatures. His approach has been a
successful one: With eight restaurants and
five food trucks, the vegetarian (and now
kosher) chain has become a rising health
food dynasty in Boston. Don’t miss Clover’s seasonal fare like a granola, pear and
yogurt compote for breakfast and an egg
and eggplant sandwich for lunch – plus
year-round staples like seitan sandwiches
and those chickpea fritters.
 Milt’s Barbecue for the Perplexed Food
Truck, Chicago (kosher): Many people
would probably like to know what Jake
Arrieta, the Cubs star pitcher off to a
historic start this season, is eating these
days. Turns out he loves the food at Milt’s
Barbecue for the Perplexed, a restaurant
whose legend has only grown since it was
named one of Chicago’s best new restaurants in 2013. (The name is a play on the
essential Maimonides text, “The Guide for
the Perplexed.”) The old-fashioned barbecue joint got a truck rolling the next year.
It features an abridged menu that includes
charred hot dogs, brisket sandwiches,
smoked chicken and baked beans. Who
says good barbecue needs pork?

Continued from page 7
Magazine. “And then one day something
just clicked. Why can’t you just replace the
bread and put it on a panini machine and
see what happens?” Good question – and
the answer is even tastier. Highlights of the
small menu include the O.G. – pastrami,
peppers, arugula, Thousand Island dressing,
horseradish cream and gruyere – and an
apple-and-brie combo, all pressed between
two perfectly crisp potato pancakes.
 Aryeh’s Kitchen, Nashville (kosher):
One of the very few places in all of Nashville selling kosher meat is a refurbished
1971 Airstream trailer truck set up by a
Vanderbilt University undergrad. Aryeh’s
Kitchen, which opened on campus this
spring, gives its kosher menu a southern
twist with dishes such as fried chicken and
waffles, latkes with apple chutney and a
BLT with pastrami “bacon.” To keep things
student-budget friendly, most of the food
is under $10.
 Taim Mobile, New York City (kosher):
Israeli couple Einat Admony and Stefan
Nafziger opened the falafel joint Taim in
2007. As Admony went on to foodie fame
as one of New York’s premier restaurateurs
– her other acclaimed restaurants include
Balaboosta and Bar Bolonat – Taim’s two
locations became downtown staples. Oh,
and the falafel has been called the best in
the city. The Taim Mobile truck, which
launched in 2012, serves the restaurant’s
greatest hits, from falafel platters and
fresh Mediterranean salads to its notable
drinks, like ginger-mint lemonade and the
strawberry-raspberry-thai basil smoothie.

flair – like the corned beef hash burrito,
Cuban sandwich and turkey sandwich with
an avocado-and-goat cheese spread.
 JoeBob’s Barbeque, Austin (kosher):
In Texas, barbecue is king. Kosher food?
Not so much. So Joel Davis’ truck, which
specializes in beef brisket, ribs and sausage, is more innovative than it sounds.
JoeBob’s utilizes the “slow and low”
cooking method popular throughout the
Lone Star State – that’s cooking at a low
temperature for a long period of time –
which ensures its meat is juicy enough
for the most discerning Texan, Jewish or
otherwise. But the operation isn’t all about
taste – part of each purchase is donated to
an array of charities, from the Michael J.

Fox Foundation to the Jewish Federation
of Greater Austin. Customers can choose
which cause they’d like to support.
 Moty’s Grill, Miami (not kosher): Before
moving to Florida, Chef Moty Goldman
cooked for the Israeli army – but his food is
nothing like mess-hall fare. Though it isn’t
technically kosher certified, this health-conscious, Israeli-themed truck claims to only
serve kosher ingredients. It often stops by
Miami International Airport’s central terminal parking area and is frequently spotted
at big events throughout the city. Menu
highlights include a kafta pita pocket and
attayef, a dessert consisting of fried dough
filled with nuts and cinnamon, and topped
with sugary syrup.

JoeBob’s Barbeque (Photo from Facebook)

Moty’s Mediterranean Grill (Photo from
Facebook)

Above: Aryeh’s Kitchen
At right: Clover Food Lab
(Photos from Facebook)

Milt’s Barbecue for the Perplexed (Photo
from Facebook)
 Napkin Friends, Seattle (not kosher): It
sounds like a crazy dream or the ultimate
Jewish food experiment: What happens
when you make a sandwich using latkes
instead of bread? Chef Jonny Silverberg
took his culinary fantasy and started a food
truck in 2014 to focus on the idea. “Being a
nice Jewish boy, I’ve grown up eating latkes
my whole life,” Silverberg told Seattle Met

Taim Mobile (Photo from Facebook)
 New York on Rye Deli Truck, San Diego

(not kosher): “Have a nosh day” is the motto
of the New York on Rye food truck – a sure
sign that you’re in Southern California
and not the Big Apple. This “deli with a
twist” on wheels won San Diego’s Top
Truck trophy last year, beating out nearly
two dozen others in the city’s first-ever
Food Truck War. It serves up New York
classics like corned beef on rye, but also
gives some deli favorites a distinct So-Cal
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Jewish Community Center
Golf Tournament
Wednesday, July 27 at Vestal Hills Country Club
12:30
pm SHARP Shotgun Start
3 p

For more information
or to reserve your
team spot, contact
the JCC at 724-2417!
www.binghamtonjcc.org

“like” us on

Napkin Friends (Photo from Facebook)

New York on Rye (Photo from Facebook)
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Weekly Parasha
BeHa’alotcha, Numbers 8:1-12:16
We are living in an auspicious time. Solid leadership
seems to be a scarce resource in the world at the moment.
The narrative of the Torah begins with the familial or tribal
history of the Jewish people and through the Exodus story
forms a national identity with a centralized nexus of power
in the priesthood. This centralized authority is formed at
the expense of the previous models and, throughout the
process of centralization, certain values of leadership are
transmitted through anecdotes and laws that are recorded
in the text.
Parashat BeHa’alotcha begins with the explanation
of how the priestly cult is instructed to light the menorah
(candelabra) found in the sanctuary. These instructions
are juxtaposed to the consecration of the altar by the tribal
princes, which notably does not include Aaron and the rest
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Centralized leadership
RABBI JEREMY FIERSTIEN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, RELIGIOUS LIFE AND EDUCATION, CORNELL HILLEL

of the priesthood, who will be working directly with the
altar for the extent of its existence. The rabbis note the
omission – projecting upon Aaron deep disappointment –
and respond by reflecting an important value that a leader
must employ to be successful and bring meaningful change
to the community.
According to the midrash (rabbinic literature) when
God sees Aaron’s dismay, God says to him, “The sanctuary
will on another occasion also be dedicated by kindling the
lights and it will then be done by your descendants, the
Hasmoneans. Thus greater glory is destined for you than
for the princes. Their offerings to the sanctuary will be
employed only as long as it endures, but the lights of the
Chanukah festival will shine forever.”
The response to Aaron’s dismay speaks to the value of

wisdom, which at its core requires a deep understanding
of human dynamics and the ability to balance the interests
of multiple stakeholders when making decisions. In the
moment of the princely offerings, Aaron was unable to
empathize with the princes and understand what they may
be experiencing at that very moment. With the shift to a
more centralized religious and political experience run by
a priestly cult, the tribal princes lose their authority and
relevance, which could result in a negative, even nation
splitting affect. By giving them a larger, flashier role in the
consecration of the altar, the blow to their ego would be
softened and allow for a smoother transition of leadership.
It is important that we utilize the Torah and rabbinic
literature to cull the values that we wish to manifest in
See “Leadership” on page 11

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbis: Aminadav Adamit and Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 amnoon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbis’ e-mail: rabbiadamit@stny.rr.com; rabbisilber@stny.
rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, June 24......................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, June 25.......................................................9 am
..................................................... Mincha/Maariv 8:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., June 26........................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., June 27-31............................................6:40 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., June 26-30........................................8:30 pm
Classes: Rabbi Aminadav Adamit will teach “Tractate
Kiddushin” on Shabbat afternoons 45 minutes before Mincha.
Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class every
Tuesday evening after services.

A rummage sale will be held on Sunday, June 26,
from noon-4 pm; on Monday, June 27, from 9:30-4 pm;
and on Tuesday, June 28, from 9:30-11:30 am, for a $3
bag sale. Set-up will start at 8:30 am on June 26. Help
will be needed. To volunteer, contact Marlene Serkin at
729-3235 or mserkin@stny.rr.com.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services: Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm
except in December, January and February. Call for dates
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, July 15, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat services.
On Saturday, July 16, at 10 am, there will be a study class.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Israel

Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: TItammy@stny.rr.com or TILouise@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Regular Tuesday services and Friday Kabbalat Shabbat
services will be held at 5:30 pm in the library of the Jewish
Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
The temple office will be closed on Friday, June 24.
On Saturday, June 25, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat
services in the meeting room at the Jewish Community
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Services will be led by
Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, Art Siegel and Leonard
Feld. Bima guests will be Alan Piaker and Lynne Green.
The Torah portion will be Numbers 8:1-12:16. The haftarah
will be Zechariah 2:14-4:7.
The temple office will be closed on Monday, July 4.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd.
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted.Family services
and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes meet
on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh grade b’nai
mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly.
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call
the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Friday, June 24, light candles.............................. 8:25 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 25.......................... 9:26 pm
Friday, July 1, light candles................................. 8:25 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 2............................. 9:25 pm

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8:15 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, June 24, there will be Shabbat in the
Garden. At 6:30 pm, there will be a picnic in the garden. Attendees should bring a picnic dinner. Wine and
other beverages will be served. At 7:30 pm, there will
be Shabbat services in the garden with Kolot and Rabbi
Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, June 25, at 9:15 am, there will be a
Torah study on Job.
Thursday, June 30, is the RSVP deadline for the
Saturday, July 2, dinner.
On Friday, July 1, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat
services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, July 2, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
At 7 pm, there will be a Happy Hour and Havdalah. The
program, the second organized by the Outreach Committee, will feature socializing and light refreshments. All are
welcome to attend. At 8:15 pm, there will be a dinner at a
local restaurant. For the location and to make reservations,
which will be required by June 30, call the temple office.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther
Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons,
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school)
classes will meet at times designated by their respective
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Thursday, July 21, the TBE Arts Committee will
show “Raise the Roof” in the social hall. Doors will open
at 6:30 pm for refreshments, with the film at 7 pm. The
cost will be $8. All are welcome to attend.

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This
program connects Jewish special-needs children and
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit
participating youngsters weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club
“Bialystoker the Beautiful”
evening tour

The Lower East Side Jewish Conservancy
will hold an evening tour, “Bialystoker the
Beautiful,” on Wednesday, July 13, at 7 pm. The one-hour
tour will look at the Bialystoker Synagogue, which was
built in 1826 as a Methodist Church and is believed to
be a stop on the Underground Railroad. There will be a
presentation of Lower East Side history and information
about the largest active congregation on the Lower East Side
today. The building is covered with murals and showcases
Tiffany inspired glass windows.
Participants will meet in front of Bialystoker Synagogue,
7-11 Bialystoker Place/Willett Street (between Grand and
Delancey streets). The cost of the tour is $10 on advance
or $12 on the day. For more information or to register, visit
www.nycjewishtours.org/ or call 212-374-4100.

Exhibit on Jewish fighters

The visiting exhibit “Yiddish Fight Club” is open at the
Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, MA, through September
30. It examines the bare-knuckled, rough-and-tumble
world of the Jewish boxers and wrestlers of the early 20th
century. Those figures included Martin “Blimp” Levy, a
Boston native and one-time sideshow “fat man” who was
called a “nimble” wrestler despite weighing as much as 700
pounds. Another wrestler, Rafael Halperin, was born to a
religious family in Vienna and had to get permission from
his rabbi to pursue bodybuilding; he went on to become
Mr. Israel 1949 and enjoyed an international wrestling
career – never competing on Shabbat – before eventually
becoming a rabbi.
Alongside larger-than-life images of the fighters, the
exhibit looks at the Yiddish fighting terms that curator Eddy
Portnoy discovered in a 1926 linguistic study published by
the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, where he works
as a senior researcher.
More information about the exhibit can be found at
yiddishbookcenter.org.

Golems

Continued from page 4
created from dying soldiers, now have few memories of the
humans they once were. There is also a group of children
whose existence is part magic and part science.
“Central Station” works best as a collection of interrelated stories rather than a cohesive novel. One reoccurring
character is Boris Chang, who has returned from space after
years of trying to escape a family curse. Once in Tel Aviv,
he meets an ex-lover, now known as Mama Jones, who
runs a type of café/bar and has adopted an orphan with an
unusual gift. Other characters include Motl, a robotik who
has fallen in love with a human, and Carmel, a data vampire whose bite drains people of their memories and their
lives. Parts of the overarching plot focus on why Carmel
has been allowed to settle on Earth, a place vampires are
forbidden entry.
While “Central Station” is a fantasy, Tidhar seems less
concerned with creating a cohesive alternative world than
with telling the stories of the humans and almost humans
who populate it. All his characters are searching for something beyond themselves, whether it’s spiritual satisfaction
or love. Although the narrative doesn’t answer all of the
questions it raises, those who enjoy pondering metaphysical
mysteries will lose themselves in its pages.
“King of Shards”
What’s a lamed vavnik – one of the 36 righteous who
allow the world to exist – to do when he’s kidnapped by the
demon king, Ashmedai, on his wedding day and taken to a
world known as Gehinnom (Gehenna)? However, in “King
of Shards” by Matthew Kressel (Arche Press), Gehinnom
is not the afterlife, but just one of many worlds known as
the Shards – places that exist because of their connection
to Earth. As David Fisher learns, someone is trying to kill
him and all the other lamed vavniks, a plan that will destroy
not only his world, but the entire universe.
In Gehinnom, an army of monsters and bizarre creatures led by the female demon Mashit stalks Daniel and
his companions – a large demonic dog, a woman artist
called Rana and a witch known as Marul. Daniel doesn’t
know whom he can trust, as even his allies have their own
agendas. To make matters worse, due to a curse that allows
him to understand other languages, Daniel’s not even sure
he’s still a lamed vavnik. In the face of these difficulties,
will he be able maintain his essential humanity and protect
the Shards and his native Earth?
Kressel does an excellent job in fashioning a fantasy
world based on Jewish lore and in creating interesting
characters and a suspenseful plot. Although it took time
to understand the underlying theology of the Shards, that
didn’t slow the action. While the ending of the novel was
satisfying, it’s far from the conclusion of the story: “King
of Shards” is book one in “The Worldmender Trilogy.”

The JCC Friendship Club met on June 15 and heard
a book review by Rabbi Rachel Esserman. She said that
many Jewish novels have similar themes, such as the
Holocaust or Israel, but she chose a different topic. The
book is called “Orphan #8” by Kim Van Alkemade. It
deals with the fate of Jewish orphans in New York City
in the early 20th century. The orphan named Rachel Rabinowitz was 4-years-old in 1918. When she was a child,
Dr. Mildred Solomon did research and gave Rachel an
experimental course of x-rays. The story skips to 1954,
when Rachel was working in a nursing home. She finds
that she is caring for Dr. Solomon at the Old Hebrew
Home. Rachel looks up what she was treated for and
uncovers a horrible surprise. The dilemma is whether
she should forgive the doctor or take revenge. The story
gives some insight into the care of orphans around the
turn of the century regarding food, clothing, punishment,
medical care, cleanliness, etc. This is the first book written
by Van Alkemade. Questions raised by the author “will

Falafel

remain with readers long after the last page is turned.”
A discussion followed when Bruce Orden remembered
orphans from New York City were transported to the west
to work on farms. Many of us remembered when shoe
stores had machines that you could put your feet in and
see the bones in your toes.
The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond.
Ann Brillant said the blessing over the cookies provided
by Morty Hofstein. The members present applauded Ann
for getting two awards at the JCC annual meeting. She
got one award for service to the JCC Friendship Club
and another for supporting the JCC. Before the end of the
meeting, Sylvia passed out a list of words as a brain teaser.
Nobody guessed that by removing one letter the words
read the same backwards as forwards before the letter was
removed. Morty read a few short humorous tales.
Come join us on Wednesdays at the JCC at 1:30 pm.
Sylvia Diamond
President
Continued from page 6

gestured at the growing line across the road at the Ace.
“There’s a fight, but it’s not over customers. We’re fighting
to survive, they’re fighting to get rid of us just for the heck
of it. We’re certainly no threat to them.”
The court case is ongoing. Peretz declined to discuss
the Mi-Va-Mi fight in any detail.
“A competitor down the road, you can live with,” he
said. “But a competitor right in front of you is annoying.
All I can tell you is that there’s no war. We’re too busy
making a living here.”
Peretz interrupts the interview to ask two young ladies
walking down the street if they are interested in lunching
at the restaurant. When they answer they had already eaten,
he assures them that their figures are “gorgeous enough
to afford a second lunch,” but they walk away giggling.
“I should be wearing a red clown nose with all the
nonsense I’m doing here,” he remarks with a smile. But
Peretz attributes the popularity of his restaurant not to his
clowning or PR, but to a “secret mix of spices, which we
buy in Israel and mix here.”
Among the Marais’ kosher eateries, the Ace’s success
is unusual. Once home to thousands of Ashkenazi Jews,
the Marais, or the 4th arrondissement, once had dozens
of kosher restaurants and shops. During the 1970s, most
of the Jewish residents and businesses left, cashing in
on rising prices for real estate. They were replaced by
non-kosher businesses that could turn a greater profit
from the constant flow of tourists in part because they
remained open on Shabbat.
One of the restaurants barely hanging on is the prosaically named Kosher Pizza, owned by Moshe Benjamin
Engelberg, who is widely regarded for his thin-crusted
pies. Like many vendors of Jewish food in the Marais,
Engelberg said he relies heavily on tourists from Israel and
the United States. “Few French Jews live here,” he said.
“It’s not like when I was a young man and there were four
kosher restaurants on every corner.”

But both the Falafel Ace and Mi-Va-Mi have Parisian
regulars who swear by their merits. One Ace lover said it
has “more atmosphere,” while a Mi-Va-Mi supporter said
the falafel there “is lighter and fluffier than the Ace’s.”
During the lunch rush, ushers join Peretz on the sidewalk,
handing out numbers. And on very busy days, the ushers
demand payment in advance from patrons still standing
in line. Only the disabled and elderly are allowed to wait
inside, out of the rain or sun, for their number to be called.
The walls of the crowded restaurant carry photos of
celebrities during visits to the Ace. The list includes Lenny
Kravitz, Benjamin Netanyahu and former regular Natalie
Portman, who still comes here when she’s in Paris with her
France-born husband. Inside the Ace, a staff of 12 tends
to about 15 tables so closely positioned that the waiters
need to raise their arms to pass between. The bill arrives
unsolicited after 20 minutes. Unusual for a French eatery,
neither desserts nor coffee are on offer.
“This whole circus is actually quite annoying,” said
Henry Sultan, a Parisian Jew who comes to the Ace with
his 75-year-old mother, Eugenie. “But my mother says it’s
the best and cleanest because it’s kosher, so we endure.”
Over at Mi-Va-Mi, the atmosphere is fundamentally
different. Soft-spoken and slightly introverted, Ouaknine
patiently explains to a customer why some falafel balls are
green on the inside – that’s the Lebanese variety, which is
Mi-Va-Mi’s specialty – and why others, of the Egyptian
kind, are yellow, as at the Ace. “Ours is a family atmosphere, and we’ll stay here as long as there’s a demand
for that,” she said.

Leadership

Continued from page 10
our lives and have them meaningfully impact the way we
interact with the world. The public reading of Torah serves
as a foundation from which the communal conversation
can begin regarding which values we hold dear and how
we wish to exhibit them in our daily life. As human beings
working toward a better future, we must also require our
leadership to adhere to the values we as a society deem
as binding. We have the power to change our society and
the actions of our leadership by defining our values and
holding ourselves, our neighbors and, especially, those in
seats of power accountable for their actions.

Yomi Peretz, right, approached a line of tourists waiting
to place their orders at L’As du Fallafel in the historic
Jewish quarter of Paris in April 2012. (Photo by WikiMedia
Commons)

Celebrate the

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

Simcha!

Engagements • Weddings • Births • Birthdays
Graduations • Moves • Promotions • Retirements
Anniversaries • and much more!

If you can celebrate it,
we can make an ad for you!

“A new family tradition”
Personal Service
Professionalism
Experience You Can Trust

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

For information or to place your simcha, contact Bonnie Rozen
at 724-2360, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton
607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

June 24-30, 2016

Page 12 - The Reporter

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israeli rhythmic gymnastics team wins historic gold
medal at European Championships

The Israeli rhythmic gymnastics team on June 19 won its first-ever gold medal at the
European Championships. The team’s five female members – Yuval Filo, Alona Koshevatskiy, Ekaterina Levina, Karina Lykhvar and Ida Mayrin – took gold in the clubs and hoops
category with a score of 18.316. They also won silver for their ribbon routine and bronze
in the all-around competition. “We are so proud. We really enjoyed performing here. The
crowd was amazing,” said team captain Koshevatskiy, the Times of Israel reported. “It is
a realistic target to win a medal in Rio, but we are not thinking about it.” More than 30
countries participated in the three-day competition, which Israel hosted for the first time.

agreement with Boeing that would be the first aircraft deal with an American company
since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. Boeing intends to sell Iran about 100 new airplanes,
but the deal is awaiting U.S. government approval. The Shurat HaDin – Israel Law Center represents families of victims of Iranian-sponsored terror attacks, seeking to secure
financial compensation for the families that has been mandated by U.S. courts but has not
yet been paid out by Iran. Shurat HaDin said that Iran must pay these debts before it can
purchase Boeing’s planes. “It is shocking that a company like Boeing would enter into a
business deal with the outlaw regime in Tehran,” said Shurat HaDin’s director, Nitsana
Darshan-Leitner, The Jerusalem Post reported. Some members of the U.S. Congress are
also publicly opposing the Boeing-Iran deal, warning that American planes could be used
to support terrorism. The agreement with Boeing is part of the trend of warming business
ties between Iran and world powers following last year’s nuclear deal.

Israel incentivizes Arab municipalities to fight illegal New app revives Jewish history of Crete
The Canadian and Israeli embassies in Greece the week of June 17 launched a new
construction
mobile phone application teaching users about the Jewish history of Crete, including
The Israeli Cabinet on June 19 approved the appropriation of about $3.6 billion for Israeli-Arab communities, but made the funds contingent on Arab municipalities fighting illegal
construction. The Cabinet decided that the newly allotted funds would go to municipalities
that agreed to increase efforts to battle construction violations. The Israeli ministers also
decided that the state would press criminal charges against offenders and announced that
enforcement officials would have the power to seize heavy-duty vehicles used for construction. “This issue [of illegal construction] is important for Israel as a nation and for its
future,” Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on June 19. “Things are out of control
and we must end this situation.” Joint Arab List party leader Member of Knesset Ayman
Odeh called the newly approved measures an assault on Israel’s Arab sector.

the remnants of the Etz Hayyim Synagogue. “This free tourist application constitutes an
important tool, allowing users immediate access to the rich history of the Jewish community of Chania and Crete,” said Julie Crôteau the Chargé d’Affaires of the Embassy
of Canada in Greece, Haaretz reported. The Stavros Niarchos Foundation Centre of
Hellenic Studies at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, Canada, developed the app.
The app was launched on the same day the embassies commemorated the destruction of
the 2,300 year-old Jewish community of Crete during the Holocaust. In June 1944, the
Nazis boarded the 265 Jews living on the Greek island, along with hundreds of Greek
and Italian prisoners of war, on the Tanais ship heading to Auschwitz. The ship was
sunk by a British submarine and all aboard were killed. By the end of the war, all five
synagogues in Crete were destroyed, but Etz Hayyim’s ruins went through renovations
beginning in 1996. The synagogue was rededicated in 1999.

New Turkish prime minister tries to mend relations with
Israel, other nations
Report: Israel to build “massive” wall around Gaza
New Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim has conveyed a reconciliatory message
to four countries with which Turkey has had strained relations, including Israel. “Israel, under and above ground
Syria, Russia, Egypt. ...There can’t be any permanent enmities between these countries
encircling Black Sea and the Mediterranean,” Yildirim said, the Hurriyet Daily News
reported. Yildirim, who replaced resigned prime minister Ahmet Davutoglu in May,
added, “We are coming to a point with Israel. They are also showing will. There are
contacts. It’s not concluded yet. I don’t think it will take long. The determinative thing
here is eliminating the isolation of Gaza for humanitarian purposes.” Turkey and Israel
have had strained relations since the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident, in which nine Turkish
militants were killed in clashes after they attacked Israeli commandos who boarded a
ship that was trying to breach the blockade on Gaza.

Israeli legal NGO threatens Boeing deal with Iran

An Israeli legal rights NGO on June 16 threatened to place liens against any planes that
the American aerospace giant Boeing plans to sell to Iran. Iran on June 14 announced an
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Israel is reportedly set to build a massive underground and aboveground concrete wall
around the Gaza Strip in order to prevent infiltration by Hamas terrorists using cross-border
attack tunnels. The wall, which will cost around NIS 2.2 billion ($567 million), will stretch
along Israel’s entire 60-mile border with Gaza and will be built tens of meters under and
above ground, according to Yediot Achronot. There have been several efforts to build a
barrier around Gaza. The first barrier was erected in 1994 in the aftermath of the Oslo
Accords, while the second barrier was built following Israel’s disengagement from Gaza
in 2005. But neither barrier addressed the threat of underground attack tunnels, which
became a major concern during 2014’s summer war with Hamas. Since 2014, Hamas
has continued efforts to rebuild its tunnel network, which was destroyed in that conflict.
Israel is also currently erecting a wall around sections of its border with Lebanon, after
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah threatened to invade the country’s northern region
and seize Israeli towns along the border during any future conflicts.
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