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Clarinetist Robin Seletsky and her Jewish 
music ensemble, Big Galut(e), were award-
ed the Simcha Prize for originality at the 
20th International Jewish Music Festival 
and Competition, which was held May 4-8 
in Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Big Galut(e) was one of 24 groups 
chosen to compete out of 100 applicants, 
and was the only ensemble attending from 
the United States. They were one of eight 
groups that advanced on May 5 to the 
semifinal round, and on May 7 they were 
presented with their award, which also 
came with a cash prize. Most of the events 
were held at the Uilenburger Synagogue 
in Amsterdam.

Participating musicians came from Po-
land, Israel, the Czech Republic and even 
Finland. Many of the ensembles specialized 
in Sephardic styles featuring Moroccan and 
Yemenite musical influences. The panel of 

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-

hamton has announced that this year’s Jew-
ish Film Fest will feature five titles across 
five Sundays, September 10-October 8, at 
the Jewish Community Center, 500 Club-
house Rd., Vestal. Each screening will be 
followed by a discussion of the picture led 
by a community member. The event will be 
open to the entire community. Tickets will 
cost $10 per film or $44 for a subscription. 
To purchase tickets in advance or for more 
information, call 724-2332.

This year’s selection of films are “Broad-
way Musicals: A Jewish Legacy,” “Fanny’s 
Journey,” “On the Map,” “Walk on Water” 
and “The Women’s Balcony.” All screenings 
will be held at 7 pm. The opening night 
event on September 10 will also feature a 
dinner starting at 5 pm, followed by the film. 
The dinner will cost $16 and reservations 
must be received by Thursday, August 24. 
To make a reservation, call the Federation 
at 724-2332.

“Our film committee watched many 
films to choose the ‘perfect five’ – and they 
did it!” said Federation Executive Director 
Sima Auerbach. “There is a perfect film for 
each of you. Looking forward to seeing 
you on Sundays in September and again 
in October.”

The Temple Israel/Temple 
Concord Adult Education Group 
will present the final brunch 
program of its 2016-17 series 
on Sunday, June 4, at 10 am, at 
Temple Israel, 4737 Deerfield 
Pl., Vestal. Gina Glasman will 
speak on “Hebrew and the Death 
of Yiddish.”

Glasman has London roots, 
earning her undergraduate de-
gree at Cambridge University 
in Hebrew studies. After college 
and a few years of work, including a period 
as a museum curator at the Jewish Museum 
of London, Glasman later moved to New 
York City and studied Jewish history at 

The Jewish Community Center annual 
meeting will be held on Thursday, June 15, at 
7 pm, in the Charles A. Mossew Auditorium 
at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The 
program will begin with a dessert buffet and 
drinks. At 7:30 pm, the cast of “South Pacif-
ic,” staged as a fund-raiser for the JCC and 
Cidermill Playhouse by Jan DeAngelo and 
Company this past February, will perform 
a few numbers from the show.

The event will continue with the pre-
sentation of awards to the cast of “Anne 
Frank,” produced by JCC staff member Kate 
Murray this past April in commemoration 
of Yom Hashoah. There will also be honors 
for graduating seniors, as well as additional 
acknowledgments for various volunteers 
who helped ensure that the JCC programs 
and events “went off without a hitch.” The 
meeting will conclude with the installation 
of the JCC 2017-18 Board of Directors.

JCC annual meeting set 
for June 15

L-r: Shannon and Jan DeAngelo starred 
in “South Pacific,” performed this past 
February at the Cidermill Playhouse.

TI/TC Adult Ed. to hold 
last brunch of season

Gina Glasman

Columbia University and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, 
earning M.A. degrees in Yiddish 
and literature. She worked as a 
medieval manuscript specialist 
in the city, and since then, as a 
Yiddish and Hebrew translator.

At present, Glasman is a 
lecturer in Judaic studies at 
Binghamton University, with 
a concentration in the history 
and culture of the Yiddish 
speaking world.

The cost of the brunch will be $5 per 
person. To make reservations, contact the 
Temple Israel office at titammy@stny.
twcbc.com or 723-7461.

The event will be free to the community. 
Those planning on attending have been 
asked to call the JCC office at 724-2417 to 
make a reservation.

Federation to hold 2017 
Jewish Film Fest this fall 

“Broadway Musicals: 
A Jewish Legacy”

Sunday, September 10, and preceded by 
a dinner: “Broadway Musicals: A Jewish 
Legacy” chronicles the role of Jewish com-
posers and lyricists in developing the modern 
American musical as well as the songs referred 
to as “The Great American Songbook.” 
Throughout the 50 years of its creation, 
Broadway musical songs were written almost 
exclusively by Jewish Americans. The film, 
which looks behind the scenes of Broadway, 
has been called “engaging, humorous and 
provocative.” It features ethnic cultural history 
and perspectives on the origins and meaning 
of what are considered some of Broadway’s 
most beloved songs, stories and shows.

The picture presents the work of some 
of the nation’s “most famous” composers 
of musical theater, including Irving Berlin, 
Jerome Kern, George and Ira Gershwin, 
Lorenz Hart, Richard Rodgers, Oscar Ham-
merstein II, Kurt Weill, Sheldon Harnick, 
Jerry Bock, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen 
Sondheim, Stephen Schwartz, Jules Styne 
and many others.

“Fanny’s Journey”
Sunday, September 17: Directed by Lola 

Doillon and based on a true story, “Fanny’s 
Journey” tells the story of 13-year old Fanny 
and her younger sisters, who are sent from 

their home in France to 
an Italian foster home 
for Jewish children. 
When the Nazis arrive 
in Italy, their caretakers 
arrange to send the 
children to Switzer-
land. On their own, 
the 11 children must 
travel through occupied 
France and work togeth-
er to reach Switzerland. 
The film has been called 

Area musicians win award at international music 
competition

L-r: Big Galut(e) members Sasha Margolis, Michael Leopold, Richard Sosinsky, Robin 
Seletsky and Mark Rubinstein.

judges included the founder of the Klezmer 
Conservatory Band Hankus Netsky; Dutch 
conductor Jules van Hessen; Israeli radio 
personality and music producer Dubi Lenz; 
and international Yiddishist Shura Lipov-
sky. In presenting the award to Big Galut(e), 
festival organizers praised the group as 
“very gifted musicians with high-quality 
playing” and “very entertaining.”

The first day of the four-day event 
coincided with The Netherlands’ National 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, which was 
marked by a presentation by the king and 
queen of Holland in Amsterdam’s Dam 
Square. This was followed by two minutes 
of silence throughout the entire country. 
Following the ceremonial remembrance, the 
IJMF presented a concert of Yiddish music 
in the Uilenberger Synagogue featuring 
Cantor Yoed Sorek, an Israeli singer.
See “Music” on page 7

See “Film” on page 2
The cast of “Fanny’s Journey.” (Photo courtesy of Menemsha 
Films)
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In My Own Words

I did something different on my vacation this spring: 
I attended Friday night services. Please note that when I 
am in town, services are where you regularly find me on 
Friday nights. (The only exceptions are if I’m sick or the 
weather makes it dangerous to travel.) The reason I usually 
don’t attend services while on vacation is that the friends 
I visit are almost all not Jewish. We usually spend a quiet 
evening at home catching up – something that strikes me 
as a perfect Shabbat activity.

This year, my visit included attending a very different 
type of Conservative service. Yet, the idea underlying it 
felt familiar because it reminded me of the Reconstruc-
tionist synagogues I’ve attended. How did I get there? My 
friend – let’s call her Joan since I don’t like to use people’s 
real names – was talking to (not her real name) Lauren, a 
friend of her sister-in-law. I hadn’t seen Lauren in years, 
but when she heard I was visiting, she told Joan she wanted 
to see me. I had no idea what that meant until that Friday, 
when she invited me and Joan to services at a synagogue 
she’s belonged to for several years. That was a surprise 
not only to Joan, but to Lauren, who said that she never 
expected to regularly attend services again. After growing 
up in a traditional Conservative synagogue and having a 

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE NOTES

A different type of service
bat mitzvah, she became so turned off to Judaism that she 
only visited a synagogue for family occasions.

Then, when she was going through a very difficult 
period, someone suggested she visit this synagogue and 
it wasn’t long before she was hooked. It was clear how 
much the place meant to her from the minute we walked 
through the parking lot and she began to greet people. I 
also quickly realized that this wasn’t like the Conservative 
synagogues of my youth. Not only weren’t the rabbi and 
the cantor sitting on the bima, but they both were holding 
guitars. In fact, several other people also played guitar 
during the service, in addition to one man who blew a 
trumpet and several people who kept time with drums. At 
the back of the sanctuary, additional drums were available 
and, while I was tempted to grab one, as a newcomer, I 
wanted to observe first.

This was almost exclusively a musical service, so much 
so that Lauren didn’t even open a prayer book; she closed 
her eyes and listened to the music, which featured selec-
tions from the prayers and nigunim (songs without words). 
I did open the siddur, partly because I hadn’t seen the new 
Conservative one. However, I soon found myself focusing 
on the repetition of the lines and the music. Only about 

two of the tunes were familiar, but since the words were 
repeated, I was sometimes able to sing along. Although 
the basic outline of a Friday night service was followed, 
the prayer leaders did skip around and not every traditional 
prayer was read. It didn’t seem to bother the crowd: there 
were at least 30 people there, if not 40.

Why did this service strike me as different from other 
Conservative services? When I grew up, no musical in-
struments were allowed. I did visit a synagogue that used 
an organ, but it had started life as a Reform congregation. 
Also, skipping any part of the service – in this case, sev-
eral of the psalms and at least one Kaddish – would have 
caused protests. Yet, these breaks from tradition didn’t 
bother those attending; you could see the joy on their faces 
as they welcomed Shabbat.

I appreciate a wide variety of services because, for me, 
these is no perfect service. What speaks to me one moment 
doesn’t speak to me the next. There is something, though, 
that connects all the great services I’ve attended: the feel-
ing of joy and community, the feeling of connection and 
celebration, and the acknowledgment that this space and 
time is different from all other space and time. That’s what 
makes a Shabbat service special.

Funny how things are. Seems that whenever I am at 
loose ends at work and looking for something exciting to 
do that will stimulate my mind and fit in with the Jewish 
Family Service mission, out of the blue comes a new project. 
This time it’s the Gandhi Project, a work in progress in 
the Southern Tier of New York, which is being called the 
3H Campaign, focused on heightening “awareness of all 
people in our region to three key social necessities: health, 
housing and hospitality.”

Here’s how it will work. Each month, I will receive an 
e-mail from Reverend Gary Doupe, a retired United Meth-
odist pastor, and the organizing force behind this initiative, 
which will serve as the basis of my JFS Notes articles. My 
hope is to find ways to interconnect ideas from this project 
with the work of JFS and encourage each of you to think about 
social issues that concern you directly – or don’t touch you in 
your everyday lives, but are all around you in neighborhoods 
that you don’t frequent. But most importantly, I want to hit 
your hot buttons and make you think about the injustices, 
the humiliations and inequities in our world. And then get 
you to take action, in very small ways or major ones. I look 

The Gandhi Project/3H Campaign
forward to talking with you about your thoughts on this 
project, and to brainstorming with you about social issues 
that confront you. We can learn from one another. I love 
sharing ideas and I want to bring that spark to each of you.

On October 2, 2019, the 150th birth anniversary of 
Gandhi, the Gandhi Project will be on its way, with the 
participation of local religious, business, educational and 
social service groups, to carry to all “the dream of harmony 
and justice – fully enfleshed – in an America made beautiful 
by tears of empathy and joy for one another.”

I believe Reverend Doupe will be a great leader for this 
project, as he has been active in many social justice orga-
nizations, both within the church and in the communities 
that he called home. Also, I always feel warmly received 
by him when we meet at community gatherings. I look 
forward to being a part of this project, where many arms of 
our community will embrace one another in love and unity.

So, the tag line given to me by the Gandhi Project for 
June is, “How do you spell hope?” We spell it H. H. H. to 
remember health for all, homes for all and hospitality for all.

In bringing this discussion back to JFS, think about the 

JFS mission. It is to deliver essential human services to 
alleviate suffering, sustain healthy relationships and sup-
port people in times of need. By providing information, 
referrals and advocacy, we assist people in navigating our 
complex human service network. Financial assistance is 
provided within specific guidelines as funding permits. So, 
the Gandhi Project is right up our alley.

In addition, I spoke with Rabbi Rachel Esserman about 
the project and she immediately saw its Jewish connection: 
“We’re told numerous times in the Torah to welcome the 
stranger because we were once strangers in Egypt. The 
Talmud tells us we shouldn’t live in a town that doesn’t 
have a doctor. What a perfect fit for JFS.”

Please watch for monthly articles from JFS that will bring 
you into the fold of the 3H Campaign. I am reaching out to 
you to partner with me with your ideas and experiences. Or 
perhaps you will envision ways we can expand into new 
realms. I am asking you to consider giving me your time 
so that I can interview or work with you to develop some 
new and different JFS projects. Call me at 724-2332 or 
e-mail me at Rozjfs@stny.rr.com.

“an incredible tale of bravery, strength and survival.”
“On The Map”

Sunday, September 24: The story of the Maccabi Tel 
Aviv’s 1977 “remarkable” European Championship is the 
subject of “On The Map,” a documentary by Dani Menken. 
The championship came amidst a period of notable events 
in Israel’s history, including the 1973 Yom Kippur War, 
the massacre at the 1972 Olympics in Munich and the 
hijacking of an Air France flight from Tel Aviv in 1976. 
The film explores how the team “captured the heart of a 
nation” during the global turbulence of the Cold War.

The documentary shows how Israel’s basketball team, 
considered the underdog, prevailed over several European 
basketball powers, including CSKA Moscow, which had 
previously refused to play against Israelis. The story is 
told through six American basketball players who joined 
Maccabi and helped lead them to victory over teams from 
Spain, Italy and the Soviet Union. Critics have said, “You 
don’t need to be a basketball fan to enjoy this movie. But 
if you are, your heart will swell with pride.” 

Film Continued from page 1
“Walk on Water”

Sunday, October 1: The Israeli thriller “Walk on Water” 
focuses on the Mossad’s attempts to discover whether an 
old Nazi war criminal is still alive. Eyal (Lior Ashkenazi), 
the son of Holocaust survivors, is the tough Mossad agent 
tasked with befriending the grandchildren of the Nazi, Axel 
(Knut Berger) and Pia (Caroline Peters). 

Called a “colorful and very contemporary” road movie, 
“Walk on Water” leads its characters around Israel and later 
to Berlin, examining how the past still affects the lives of 
young people in Israel and Germany. 

The film includes English subtitles.
“The Women’s Balcony”

Sunday, October 8: Emil Ben-Shimon and Shlomit Ne-
hama’s dramatic comedy “The Women’s Balcony” offers 
a story about community and tradition, and the power of 
women to keep them together despite modern extremism.

Called a “rousing, good-hearted tale about women 
speaking truth to patriarchal power,” the film focuses on a 
gender rift in a devout Orthodox community in Jerusalem 

caused by an accident during a bar mitzvah celebration. 
When the women’s balcony in an Orthodox synagogue 
collapses, leaving the rabbi’s wife in a coma and the rabbi 
in shock, the congregation falls into crisis.

Though a charismatic, young rabbi appears to be a savior 
after the accident, he soon begins forcing his fundamental-
ism and attempts to seize control. This tests the women’s 
friendships and divides the community’s women and men.

The film is in Hebrew with English subtitles.
Members of the Jewish Film Fest Committee include 

Susan Hubal, Roz Antoun, Ben Kasper, Rita Shawn and 
Sima Auerbach. The film selection committee also included 
Phil Cali, Sondra Foreman, Diane Gartel, Mora Kammer-
man, Arlene Krassin, Razi Lissy, Myra Memis, Susan 
Remizowsky, Ellen Shaw and Anne Weissman.

Requests for funding for the festival have gone out to 
previous donors, and organizers have requested that those 
contacted respond in a timely fashion. The Federation 
has also asked that those who enjoyed previous film fests 
consider making a donation.
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OF NOTE

Tuberman
Samantha Tuberman, daughter of Brian and Lori Tuber-

man, of Binghamton, won the National Emperor Science 
Award sponsored by the Public Broadcasting Service. 
Samantha, a sophomore at Binghamton High School, 
was one of only 100 high school students nationwide to 
receive the award.

The Emperor Science Award program focuses on stu-
dents who wish to become cancer researchers. Winners are 
then paired with a university-level scientist to collaborate 
on a cancer research project.

Samantha will spend the summer working with Dr. 
Elizabeth Evans, a researcher from Vaccinex, a biophar-
ma company in Rochester, exploring immunotherapy as 
a treatment for cancer and neurodegenerative diseases.

Hillel Academy will hold a fund-raiser trivia night 
on Sunday, June 4, from 4-6 pm, at Temple Israel, 4737 
Deerfield Pl., Vestal. The cost to attend will be $10 at the 

Hillel Academy fund-raiser on June 4
door, or donors can sponsor a team for $500. The event 
will feature drinks, snacks, socializing, prizes and more. 
For more information, call 304-4544.

Jennifer S. Brown will speak about her novel “Mod-
ern Girls” on Tuesday, June 6, at 10:30 am, during the 
June meeting of the Book Club at Temple Concord, 9 
Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The community has been 

The Binghamton Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
will host the People of Blessing Service as part of PRIDE 
Month on Wednesday, June 14, at 7 pm. The service 
seeks to affirm diversity in the community, “lifting up 
the common thread amongst us and affirming people of 
all sexual orientations and gender identities,” according 
to program organizers.

The theme for this year’s service will be “God is Still 

TI family picnic 
on June 11

It is not too late to make plans to attend the Temple 
Israel family picnic, which will be held rain or shine 
on Sunday, June 11, from 3-6 pm, at the synagogue, 
4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal. Reservations can be made by 
contacting the temple office at 723-7461 or titammy@
stny.twcbc.com. The cost of admission will be $10 per 
adult, with no charge for anyone age 18 or younger.

The picnic committee is arranging a host of activities 
to supplement the customary picnic menu. People will 
have the opportunity to participate in games, dancing, 
live music and four different raffles. The raffle tickets, 
priced at $3 each or $10 for four, can be obtained either 
in advance at the temple office, or at the picnic. One’s 
presence will not be required to win.

By Paula Rubin
The entire community has been invited to Beth 

David Synagogue’s June Shabbat luncheon on Sat-
urday, June 10, during which the community will 
say “good-bye and good luck” to Meryl and Harold 
Sasnowitz as they start the next chapter of their lives 
in New Jersey. The Sasnowitzes have lived in Bing-
hamton for 45 years.

Meryl and Harold Sasnowitz to be 
recognized at June BD luncheon

“Their lives and those of their daughters have been 
intertwined with the community in many ways,” noted 
organizers of the event.

The luncheon in the Sasnowitzes’ honor will be held 
after services at the synagogue, 39 Riverside Dr., Bing-
hamton. The Beth David family will thank Meryl and 
Harold “for all they have done to enrich our lives while 
they called Beth David home.”

Binghamton Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
to host People of Blessing Interfaith Service

Speaking.” The service will include music, readings, 
speakers and a shared blessing by community clergy. 
The offering for the event will go to support the annual 
service and other programs of the PRIDE Coalition.

All are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be 
provided following the service. The Binghamton 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation is located next 
to Lourdes Hospital at 183 Riverside Dr., Bingham-

ton. For more information, contact Carol Gallagher 
at gallagher592@twc.com, Reverend Douglas Tay-
lor at dtaylor@uubinghamton.org or Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell at Temple Concord at 723-7355 or 
rabbigoldmanwartell@gmail.com.

Author at Book Club on June 6
invited to attend. One need not have read the book.

To read The Reporter ’s  review of “Modern 
Girls,” visit www.thereportergroup.org/Article.
aspx?aID=4555.

Jewish Family Service held a Dessert and Games Day on 
May 24. About 40 people attended. People socialized and 
had desserts before the games began.

JFS Dessert and Games Day

Those attending played Mah Jongg or dominos.

Those attending played Mah Jongg or dominos.

Susan Herzog (standing) served as facilitator for those 
who didn’t play organized games.

I-88 Exit 7 • AFTON, NY  Call for tee times
www.aftongolf.com

AFTON GOLF COURSE

Weekday Special • Monday - Friday

1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
 or 639-2454

Open to the public

 Green Fee & Cart $30.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $36.00

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

What connection could possibly exist between Susanna 
Kessler and Sara Itzig Levy? Susanna is a successful career 
woman in contemporary New York City, while Sara lives 
in 18th century Berlin during a time when women of her 
class did not work outside the home. Sara loves music and 
regularly practices the harpsichord, while the arts barely 
play a role in Susanna’s life. Yet, in “And After the Fire” 
by Lauren Belfer (Harper), a mysterious and disturbing 
musical score connects and upsets both their lives.

Susanna finds the mysterious musical score after the death 
of her Uncle Henry, who served in the American army during 
World War II. Her family was greatly affected by the Holo-
caust, but exactly what those losses were remains unspoken. 
Susanna’s life once seemed perfect – a loving husband and a 
great job – that is, until a violent incident changed her future. 
Already feeling shaken, Susanna is not sure what to do with 
a secret so powerful that Henry hid it from the rest of the 
family. Fortunately, she finds herself unexpectedly attending 
a concert by a music professor who may be able to help her. 
Learning the origin of the score, though, forces both of them 
to examine their responsibility toward truth and history.

Sara recognizes that she lives a charmed life. She feels for-
tunate to have a wonderful music teacher, Wilhelm Sebastian 
Bach – the son of Johann Sebastian Bach – who encourages 

Two women and a masterpiece
her passion for music. Wilhelm believes she has great talent 
and composes a concerto for her as a wedding gift. Sara is 
fortunate to be marrying someone she loves, and hopes for 
a household filled with children and music. Yet, Wilhelm’s 
wedding present contains not only the music he composed, 
but another more disturbing score. As the decades pass, it be-
comes clear that the charmed time in which Sara lived – when 
it felt as if Jews were accepted as equals – is only temporary.

The question underlying the plot of “And After the Fire” 
is what someone should do if she discovers a work of art 
that is both a masterpiece and a horrific work of prejudice. 
It doesn’t reveal too much of the plot to say that the score is 
antisemitic, leaving the characters to decide how it should 
be treated. Should it be hidden from view, destroyed or re-
vealed to the world? Should one allow this wondrous music 
to be performed if its words might aid antisemitic causes?

Learning about the score forces several members of the 
Lutheran church to examine their religion more carefully. For 
example, a minister who loves music finds himself questioning 
his faith: “Did the persistent survival of Judaism open the pos-
sibility that Jesus wasn’t the Messiah – was that why Christian 
anxiety lapsed into violence at the Jews? Was it because Chris-
tians historically blamed Jews for the Crucifixion, even though 
they believed the Crucifixion had to take place in order for Jesus 

to fulfill His mission on earth?” He also finds himself looking 
at his own family history – one he’s never truly explored – to 
learn what family members had done during World War II.

The Jewish characters – from Sara in the 18th century to 
Susanna in the 21st century – also ponder their responsibility 
regarding the score. To help her decide what to do, Susanna 
tries to learn more about her family’s experiences during 
the Holocaust, although, at first, her mother doesn’t wish to 
speak of it. She tells Susanna that the loss of the European 
branch of the family destroyed Susanna’s grandmother 
and his time in the service ruined Uncle Henry’s life. She 
notes that the war never seems to end: “[The war] isn’t 
over. Don’t you understand why so many of the survivors 
don’t want to talk about it? Oh, yes, the fighting stopped 
and everybody declared peace, but the war, what it did to 
people, goes on and on and still hasn’t stopped and probably 
won’t stop. Look at you, seventy years later and you’re 
still asking questions.” However, Susanna manages to find 
some, but not all, answers to her questions.

“And After the Fire” is an absorbing, well-done novel. 
Working in two time periods gives the work greater depth and 
allows readers to discover answers that remain secret to many 
of the characters. Book clubs that enjoy serious novels should 
find this a great fit, as will those who enjoy literary works.
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SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Buffalo, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
4/10/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is The Myers
 Center for Applied Research
 and Development, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is May 2,
 2017. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail 
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 222 Knapp Road,
 Binghamton, NY 13905.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
KOSTAS NY LLC,Art.of Org.filed 
NY DOS 1/15/15,Broo Co.S/S C/O 
The LLC 46-06 28th Ave.,Astoria,NY 
11103.To engage in any lawful act 
or activity.Perpetual existence.Full 
indemnification.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

 Secretary of State is November
 22, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: One
 Commerce Plaza-99
 Washington Ave., Suite 805,
 Albany, NY 12210-2822.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
___________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is MURRAY
 MONKEY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 28,
 2017. 

3.  The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: One
 Commerce Plaza-99
 Washington Ave., Suite 805,
 Albany, NY 12210-2822.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
___________________________

Notice of Formation of
CR Land, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/14/2017. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, c/o Leasure, Gow, Munk 
& Rizzuto, 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Synchronized Solutions, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 4/7/17. 
Office location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 

Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, 
NY 13901. The purpose of the 
business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 R J Sigler Construction LLC.

2. The date of filing of the
 Articles of Organization with
 the Secretary of State is
 October May 19, 2017. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of the
 State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the
 LLC upon whom process
 against it may be served. 
 The post office address to
 which the Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC
 served upon him or her is: PO
 Box 1315, Binghamton, New
 York 13902.

5. The character or purpose
 of the business of the LLC is
 any purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is : Garf ie ld Avenue Endicot t 
Properties, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles of 
Organization of the Company with 
the Secretary of State was May 
24, 2017. The county in which the 
principal place of business of the 
Company shall be located is Broome 
County. The Secretary of State 
has been designated as agent of 
the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, 
NY 13901. The purpose of the 
business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.

______________________

Notice is hereby given that a license, 
number pending for liquor, wine, 
beer and cider has been applied 
for by the undersigned to sell liquor, 
wine, beer and cider at retail in 
a restaurant under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at 135 
Washington Street, Binghamton, 
NY 13901, Broome County for on 
premises consumption.

Undersigned
JAM135 Ventures, Inc.

The name of the limited liability 
company is: MRL Ventures V, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary of 
State was May 4, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is
 SHAMROCK STRENGTH AND
 CONDITIONING LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is AUGUST
 06, 2008. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or
 her is: 126 EAST SERVICE
 ROAD, BINGHAMTON, NEW
 YORK 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________
 
Not ice of  Format ion of  DCJS 
Properties, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/04/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 180 Harrington Rd., 
Johnson City, NY  13790.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: I See The Lake, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was May 16, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of Formation of FARNHAM 
QUARRY, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/05/17.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 148 Farnham Rd., 
Conklin, NY  13748.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: RV Slideout Sweep LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was April 18, 2017. The county in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company, to 
Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: 
Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Perfarming Acres , LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
2/21/17. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: Janet Peterson, 
70 Cemetery Rd, Lisle NY 13797. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
______________________

SECTION 206

DCW ENTERPRISES NY LLC a 
domestic LLC, filed with SSNY on 
3/20/17. BROOME County, SSNY 
is DDI as agent upon whom proc. 
Agst. the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any proc. Agst. 
The LLC to 25 German Cross Rd., 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
___________________________

NOTICE

Name of LLC: JBM Products, LLC.  
Articles of Organization filed with NY 
Dept. of State on 04/19/2017.  Office 
Location: Broome County.  Sec. of 
State designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process 
to principal business location: PO 
Box 122, Johnson City, NY 13790.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.
___________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is LARRY
 LEROY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
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Chabad celebrates the end of the school year

The Good-Bye Shabbat at Chabad was held on May 12. It began with the “class photo,” and was followed by services and remarks shared 
by the graduating seniors.

L-r: Stephanie Eisenberg, Michele Goldhirsch and Jordan 
Rose, all seniors, played outside of Chabad.

Chabad held a wine and cheese reception for Binghamton 
University graduating seniors. It included greetings from a 
peer, Ayal Goldberg; alumnus Tobey Lass Karpel ‘10; and 
BU Vice President for Student Affairs Brian Rose. Awards 
were given to select students recognizing their contributions 
to Jewish life at BU, and all graduates received gifts and 
Chabad cords to wear at graduation. Pictured: Rabbi Levi 
Slonim (far left) recognized the Chabad Executive Board 
members for their “outstanding leadership” this year.

Ayal Goldberg, ‘17, offered reflections 
on the part of his graduation class.

Rabbi Aaron and Rivky Slonim presented Rob Ben Levi 
(far left), who is stepping down from his position as 
administrative assistant at Chabad since 1998, with a 
tribute gift in recognition of his “devotion to Chabad and 
his hard work on behalf of the organization.”

Brian Rose, vice president for student 
affairs at BU, offered greetings on 
behalf of the administration.

ORTESE
Restaurant

117 Robinson St. on Binghamton’s East Side
All Major Credit Cards

www.corteserestaurant.com

Italian-American
Cuisine

Try Our Famous Steaks, Prime Rib,
Thick Pork Chops, Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Including Homemade Pasta Dishes & Desserts.

Complete Menu for
Take-Out & Pizza 723-6477

For Dinner Reservations Call 723-6440
Hours: Mon. 11:30 am -10 pm • Tues. Closed 

Wed.–Thurs. 11:30 am -10 pm • Fri.– Sat. 11:30 am -11 pm 
Sun. 12 - 9 pm

Published by the Jewish   Federation of Greater Binghamton
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            Dine Out! 
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3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal, NY

607-217-5288
WWW.BASHASGRILL.COM

Catering
Extra Parking in Rear

WIFI

Lunch Combo $8.54
11:30am - 4:00pm

Your Choice of 1 Sandwich (Beef/Chicken Shawarma or Falafel)
1 Side (Salad, French Fries or Rice)

and any drink out of the fridge
Call 15 minutes in advance and your order will be ready to pick up

7 Court St., Suite 3, Binghamton, NY 13901 • (607)722-0039
www.citreapizza.com

½ Priced Bottles of Wine 
Every Tuesday!
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724-2513

A Family Tradition Since 1946

111 CHENANGO ST., BINGHAMTON

Little Venice
R E S T A U R A N T

Mama Mia...
Take Papa
for Pasta!

Treat the Whole Family 
to Dinner in the Honor 

of Dad! Serving on 
Father's Day from 

11:30 AM-On.

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE
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Congregational Notes

RABBI PEG KERSHENBAUM, CONGREGATION B’NAI HARIM OF THE POCONOS

Weekly Parasha
Naso, Numbers 4:21-7:89

Friday, June 2, light candles ............................... 8:16 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 3 ........................... 9:17 pm
Friday, June 9, light candles ............................... 8:20 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 10 ......................... 9:21 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Louis Wilson, louiswilson1995@yahoo.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, 
and surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience. Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

I’m sure that many of you have sent or received get well 
cards throughout the years. Or, maybe you’ve added “Drive 
safely!” to your good-bye hugs as your guests depart. We 
do it all the time.

A while ago, my aunt and I were talking about a res-
ident from her rehab facility who had been carted off to 
the hospital. I suggested that one of the things that the 
activities leader might do is have a get well card project. 
I was stunned at her response. She asserted that she hates 
these canned cards ordering her to get well. If she could 
get well, doggone it, don’t you think she would? How dare 
people say that? She didn’t seem to care that “get well” or 
“feel better soon” or even “drive carefully” or “have fun” 
are not commands, but rather good wishes or even prayers. 
It sounded like someone was telling her what to do.

This Torah portion contains the quintessential Jewish 
blessing Birkat Kohanim, the Kohanic blessing, because 

Sharing blessings
it was to be invoked by the Kohanim, the priests of the 
Children of Israel. Even today, in more traditional syna-
gogues, those who are from Kohanic families are called up 
to bless the congregation at a certain part of the service in 
a ceremony called duchanin (getting up on the platform).

If, like my aunt, you read this prayer literally, it is quite 
audacious. For the Hebrew may be construed, “Adonai 
will bless you and keep you; Adonai will shine the divine 
countenance on you and be gracious to you; Adonai will 
lift up the divine countenance on you and grant you peace.” 
That is rather chutzpadik, don’t you think? How can even 
the original Kohanim make such a claim, that God will 
do what they say?

Let’s look at this a little more closely.
Like the English “get well” wish, the Hebrew may be 

read in two ways: as a future telling us what God will do, 
or as a sort of potential possibility – May Adonai bless and 

keep you. Many actions in biblical Hebrew can have one 
or the other of these meanings. The context usually gives a 
good idea of which way of speaking should be understood.

There are more ways to understand this triple – or maybe 
even six-fold – blessing. If we take the first verse as a model, 
we might understand, “May the Lord bless you so that the 
Lord may keep you.” May the Lord do this so that the Lord 
may also do the next thing. That would show a connection 
between one part of the sentence and the next. That would 
make us stop and think, “What is the connection between 
blessing and keeping? What is the connection between 
shining a face and being gracious? Or lifting a face and 
bringing peace or wholeness?”

Deeper than all this is the question, what does it mean 
to bless, to be blessed and to be a blessing? How does our 
understanding of the scope of baruch, or b’rachah, blessed 

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, June 2 .......................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, June 3 ........................................................9 am
 .......................................................... Mincha/Maariv TBA
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., June 4 .........................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., June 5-9 ....................................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., June 4-8 ...........................................8:20 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, June 10, Beth David Synagogue will 
hold its closing Shabbat luncheon for this season. The 
event will be a tribute to Harold and Meryl Sasnowitz, 
who are leaving the area. The program will follow the 
free luncheon after services. The entire community has 
been invited to attend.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, June 2, at 8 pm, there will be PRIDE Shabbat 
services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell. The com-
munity will celebrate diversity as it begins PRIDE month 
in Binghamton and around the country. Temple Concord is 
a welcoming congregation.

On Saturday, June 3, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
On Friday, June 9, at 7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat 

services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, assisted 
by Hayden Livsky and his family. The oneg Shabbat will 
be sponsored by the Livsky family in honor of Hayden’s 
upcoming bar mitzvah.

On Saturday, June 10, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, June 3, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Steve Gilbert, Howard Schwartz and Art 
Siegel. The Torah portion will be Numbers 4:21-7:89. 
The haftarah will be Judges 13:2-25. Bima guest will be 
Myrna Dubofsky.

On Sunday, June 11, from 3-6 pm, there will be the 
Temple Israel Family Picnic at the temple. The cost will 
be $10 per adult, children admitted free. There will be 
a variety of foods, drinks and desserts. There will also 
be four raffles. Raffle tickets cost $3 for one or three for 
$10. They can be purchased in the office up until the 
picnic or at the picnic. Winners need not be present to 
win. Those planning to attend should call 723-7461 or 
e-mail titammy@stny.twcbc.com.

On Tuesday, June 13, at 7 pm, there will be the annual 
congregational and board meeting.

On Wednesday, June 14, at 7 pm, there will be a Sis-
terhood business meeting.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced. Weekday morning minyan 7:30 am (9 am on Sundays 
and legal holidays).
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, June 2, the Ithaca Festival Parade will end at 
Temple Beth-El’s doorstep. This year, the Festival Parade will 
be a prelude to Friday evening festivities, starting at 7 pm.

On Saturday, June 3, Tot Shabbat will be held at 11:15 am.
On Wednesday, June 7, at 6:30 pm, Temple Beth-El’s 

Annual Sisterhood Celebration Dinner will be held in the 
social hall with guest speaker Jane Powers. RSVP by e-mail 
to Robyn Koren at robynkoren@yahoo.com, or by phone to 
Gail Zussman at 607-387-5925. The cost is $22 per Sisterhood 
member and payment must be received prior to the event.

On Saturday, June 10, Shabbat Yeladim services will be 
held at 11:15 am.

See “Blessings” on page 8



June 2-8, 2017 Page 7 - The Reporter

Jewish Community Center

Robin Seletsky

Following their achievement in Amster-
dam, the members of Big Galut(e) plan to 
record a second album and expand their 
network in Europe. Locally, they will appear 
in the Glimmerglass Festival’s Pavilion 
Series on Tuesday, August 8, at 5 pm, and at 
Cornell University on Wednesday, February 
21, 2018, at 7:30 pm. More information can 
be found on Big Galut(e)’s website, www.
biggalute.com, and on its Facebook page.

Music Continued from page 1

By Kate Murray
In downtown Binghamton, the mother 

and daughter team of Susan and Emily 
Jablon have united to make art a business. 
From an early age, Emily was creative and 
explored her own passions. Susan felt that 
the best thing she could do for her children, 
including Emily’s younger brother, Sam, an 
artist in New York City, was to allow them 
to “always be free to be creative.”

As children, Emily and Sam attended the 
Jewish Community Center preschool and 
Hillel Academy. Sheryl Brumer, executive 
director of the JCC, recalled having Emily in 
one of her children’s classes, which she taught 
as the Center’s youth director. “I had Emily in 
my Eat and Art class when she was a student 
at the JCC preschool. Then, after not seeing 
her for more than 14 years, one day I came 
across an ad for an art class at Club Bling. I 
couldn’t believe when I got there that it was 
little Emily, who had grown into an incredibly 
talented young woman,” said Brumer.

Emily has her own arts business that cre-
ates mosaics. Her creations have been said 
to add “a bright and colorful oasis of art to 
the Broome County area.” By creating public 
mosaics, Emily has earned a reputation of 
being one of the best-known mosaic artists 
in the country. She shares her passion with 
students of all ages at her Binghamton studio.

Along with teaching classes at her studio, 
Emily takes young people and shows them 
how to create the large public art pieces 

Local mosaic artist teams 
with JCC children to beautify 

Binghamton

Susan and Emily Jablon are a mother and 
daughter team of artists who create mosaics 
all around the world.

that have made her famous. The JCC has 
one of its playground walls decorated by a 
Jablon creation.

This summer, Emily will work with 
Camp JCC children to help create a 
400-square foot mosaic that will become 
part of the retaining wall at Columbus Park 
in downtown Binghamton. Emily can often 
be found working with underprivileged 
youth, helping to expand their horizons 
through art.

An Emily Jablon mosaic can be seen on the playground wall of the JCC.
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

Featuring the largest kosher selection of fresh meat, poultry,  
dairy, frozen & grocery in the Binghamton area.

Prices effective Sunday, May 28 thru Saturday, July 1, 2017.
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Exclusively at the Binghamton Store
Foundry Plaza • 10 Glenwood Avenue • 770-7151

4 oz.

Blue Circle 
Smoked Salmon

FREE

Grocery b     Including a large selection of Kosher Dairy & Frozen items.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
8 oz.•Herb, 

French Onion or

Tofutti Plain 
Cream Cheese

299

22 oz.
Chicago Style

47th Street 
Deep Dish Pizza

549

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fish b     Including a selection of Salmon Fillets & Steaks.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Meat b     Including a selection of Glatt Kosher Fresh and Frozen Beef, Chicken & Turkey.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––
––

––
––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––

––
––

––

12 oz.•Select Varieties 
Where Available

Manischewitz 
Egg Noodles

2/$3
––

––
––

––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––

––
––

––
––

––
––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––
––

––
––

Fresh Empire 
Kosher 8 Piece 

Cut Up Chicken

299
lb.

28 oz.•Frozen•Buffalo Style or

Empire Kosher 
Breaded Plain 
Party Wings

849

1 oz.

Osem 
Bamba Snacks

4/$3

b

b

b

8.8 oz.

Osem Toasted 
Couscous

199

12 oz.

Lascco Herring 
Snacks in Wine 
or Cream Sauce

499

18 oz.•Where Available

Osem 
Mediterranean 

Pickles

199

48 oz.

Meal Mart Ground 
Beef Patties 3 Lbs.

1799
16 oz.

Empire Kosher 
Turkey or 

Chicken Franks

199

BUY 1 AT $10.99, GET 1

your ad
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For information
on advertising,
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Bonnie Rozen at 
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NEWS IN BRIEF

or blessing, change when we speak of God issuing the 
blessing to us and our saying blessings to God?

We’re told in Genesis that Abraham and all his progeny 
– that is, you and I and all of Abraham’s descendants – 
are to go forth to be a blessing and a byword for blessing 
among our neighbors wherever we settle.

The word “bless” in Hebrew is built on the same root as the 
word for “knee.” It may have something to do with symbolically 
representing the one who is blessed as the one before whom 
you’d bend your knee, showing that the blessed one is in a 
sense greater – since you are crouching with bent knee. Or it 
could be that the blessed one is sitting down – a very good 
way to show off that one has knees. If one is sitting, one is not 
working. In the ancient world, and in our contemporary world, 
too, not working is a sign that you’ve got it made. One has a 
lap into which luxury has fallen! As a matter of fact, some of 
our commentators say that the first part of the Birkat Kohanim 
refers to material possessions. If the Lord blesses us, we are 
both more valuable and more in need of protection.

Those same commentators suggest that the next verse, 
“Ya-eir adonai panav eilecha v’chuneka,” refers to a more 
spiritual blessing and the last to a synthesis of the material 
and the spiritual “Yisa Adonai panav eilecha v’yasem l’cha 
shalom,” “shalom” meaning wholeness, not only “peace.” 
But we’ll leave that for another time.

How are we to be blessings? By sharing what we have: 
our wealth, our time, our talent and skills, our love.

When we speak of sharing blessings, we do not speak 
only of sharing when we have a superabundance. There’s 
a wry story set in the time when the former Soviet Union 
was still the U.S.S.R.. A party worker stood in Red Square 
and asked a Muscovite, “Comrade, If you had two houses, 
wouldn’t you share one with your poor comrades?”

Muscovite: “Yes of course.”
CPW: “And if you had two cars, you would share one 

with the state?”
M: “Certainly.”
CPW: “Good! And if you had two shirts, wouldn’t you 

share one with your neighbor?”
M: “Nyet.”
CPW: “No? Why not?”
M: “I have two shirts.”
We speak of people who would “give you the shirt off 

their back” even if they had but the one shirt. Our poor Mus-
covite was waiting for the day that he’d have unimaginable 
riches and then he’d share. But in the meantime – the “mean 
time” – he’d keep his treasure, his blessings, to himself.

Do you remember the story of stone soup, in which inhab-
itants of a town were unwilling to share what they had? To 
some extent they did not share because they felt that what they 
had, a limp carrot or a half blackened potato, was just not good 
enough. Never good enough. But when you are able to share 
what little you do have, that little makes a great difference.

Don’t wait until you are rich enough or skilled enough 
or old enough, famous or well-dressed or strong enough. 
You are already good enough to be a blessing and good 
enough to be cherished.

Y’varechecha Adonai v’yishm’recha: May the Lord 
continue to bless you and keep you. May you share your 
blessings with your family, your friends and your community.

Blessings Continued from page 6

From JNS.org
Former official: P.A. paid terrorists more 
than $1 billion in four years

The former director general of the Ministry of Strategic 
Affairs, Brig. Gen. (res.) Yossi Kuperwasser, told the Knesset’s 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee on May 29 the Pales-
tinian Authority has paid $1.12 billion to Palestinian terrorists 
and their families during the past four years. Kuperwasser 
said the longer a Palestinian terrorist prisoner remains in an 
Israeli jail, “the higher the salary. …Anyone who has sat in 

prison for more than 30 years gets NIS 12,000 ($3,378) per 
month.” He added, “When they’re released, they get a grant 
and are promised a job at the Palestinian Authority. They get 
a military rank that’s determined according to the number of 
years they’ve served in jail.” Kuperwasser’s briefing of Israeli 
lawmakers follows President Donald Trump’s recent rebuke of 
Palestinian leaders in a joint press conference with P.A. President 
Mahmoud Abbas in Bethlehem. Trump said, “Peace can never 
take root in an environment where violence is tolerated, funded 
and even rewarded.” During the leaders’ closed-door meeting 
in Bethlehem, Trump reportedly yelled at Abbas, “You tricked 

me in DC! You talked there about your commitment to peace, 
but the Israelis showed me your involvement in incitement.”
Exchanging territory for peace “is not 
right,” Netanyahu says

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on May 30 said Israel 
must maintain full military control over Judea and Samaria 
in the event of a final peace agreement with the Palestinians. 
“The idea that we can give up territory and achieve peace is 
not right,” Netanyahu told Army Radio, adding, “In order to 
assure our existence we need to have military and security 
control over all of the territory west of the Jordan [River].” 
Netanyahu’s comments came as politicians within his govern-
ing coalition sought clarification on his position regarding a 
two-state solution, following the prime minister’s statement on 
May 29 that President Donald Trump is determined to secure a 
peace deal. Jason Greenblatt, Trump’s international negotiations 
representative, the week of May 26 embarked on a secretive 
tour of an area in northern Samaria that was evacuated in 2005 
as part of the Israeli government’s unilateral disengagement 
from Gaza, as well as four communities in Judea and Samaria. 
Greenblatt’s low-profile tour occurred amid speculation that 
the Trump administration is weighing the possibility of ask-
ing Israel to move lands from Israeli-administered Area C to 
Area B, which falls under Palestinian civil control and joint 
Israeli-Palestinian security control in the disputed territories. 
New IDF training facility to simulate 
combat with Hezbollah and Hamas

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The IDF broke ground 
on May 29 on a new training compound where troops will be 
able to simulate combat situations involving terrorist operatives 
from groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas. The Snir training 
compound in the Golan Heights is set to include electronic and 
live firing ranges, an urban warfare facility and an underground 
facility, where troops will be able to train in close quarters and 
tunnel warfare ,as well as in driving various armored vehicles. 
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These care services 
include but are not 
limited to:
 • Bath Assistance
 • Meal Prep
 • Cleaning
 • Shopping, etc.

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and 
repairs, along with 

in-home care services. 

John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)

888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

754-6376pbaker927@yahoo.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work

We Install, Service & Repair...

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully Insured
Free

EstimatesOur
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER

ISA CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

Professionals In All Phases Of:
· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET
607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or

I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!

References Available
607-760-0530

griles45@gmail.com

Raw Local Honey Varieties
Spring • Summer • Fall

Propolis, Pollen, Beeswax candles
Try a sample at the

Binghamton Regional
Farmers Market,

840 Upper Front Street
9-1 Saturdays all winter

bcregionalmkt.com
suegaringhoney.com

607-775-5041

Or Amazing
Live Entertainment

At Your Event!
Russ The BIG Guy is honored 

to help you celebrate your 
special day by drawing the

WORLD'S ONLY
personalized & �attering 

CARTOONICATURE of
you, your friends and family! 

More info at
RussTheBIGGuy.com

and on Facebook.
Voice or text: 607-725-5704 
noon 'til Midnight, 7 days!

CARTOON
CARICATURES

A memorable gift, 
accepting commissions,

Johnson City Senior Center
30 Brocton Street

Johnson City
New York 13790

Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org

Education • Advocacy • Support

Need Help
Selling Your Stuff?

Experienced and insured local seller with
years of experience pricing and selling online,
at auction and regional flea markets will assist in 

getting the most money for your junk or treasures.
Confidential, discrete, reasonable & affordable.

I don’t get paid until you do!
Call (607) 699-9004 ask for Jonathan

No Shabbos Calls Please

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling 

Specializing in kitchens and baths
 For a free estimate call

Kevin Micha Construction at
607-221-5985 

Licensed and insured

Interior and
Exterior Remodeling
Specializing in kitchens & baths

 For a free estimate,
please call

Kevin Micha Construction
at 607-221-5985 

Licensed and insured


