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JCC to honor Jeff Platsky in 2016 yearbook
The Jewish Community Yearbook, published annually during the High Holidays,
honors people who are said to have gone
“above and beyond” in their service and
dedication to the Jewish Community Center
and the community. This year’s honoree will
be outgoing JCC President Jeff Platsky, who
joined the JCC Board of Directors in 2001,
served as assistant treasurer from 2004-06,
treasurer from 2006-09 and finally president
from 2010-16.
“Jeff has been an invaluable asset to
our organization, lending us his talents in
everything from budgeting and business
management to financial forecasting,”

Jewish Federation of Greater
said Sheryl Brumer, JCC exBinghamton for more than six
ecutive director. “He played
years and lent his skills as a
a key role in transforming the
financial manager and journalist
JCC’s financial situation at a
to the Editorial Board of The
time when we were struggling.
Reporter, as well.
In doing so, he enabled us to
Friends, family, colleagues
realize our long-term goals of
and others can honor Platsky by
sustainability.”
submitting a personal ad, or by
Platsky has been actively
having their name included in an
engaged as a member of the
honor page listing in the 2016
JCC from the time his children,
JCC Yearbook. An honoree recRebecca and Adam, were students in the JCC preschool more
ognition contract can be obtained
Jeff Platsky
than 25 years ago. He has been
at the JCC office, or submissions
a member of the Board of Directors of the can be given to the JCC by calling the center

at 724-2417. Ad submissions can be dropped
off or mailed to the JCC at 500 Clubhouse
Rd., Vestal, NY 13850, or e-mailed to JCC
Assistant Director Marcia Brownlow at
Marciab@binghamtonjcc.org. The deadline
for submissions is Tuesday, June 28.
“The charitable donations from the
yearbook will be used to support the JCC
programs that Jeff has worked conscientiously throughout the years to enhance and
maintain,” said Brownlow. “Together we
will be celebrating the life and accomplishments of a remarkable man, while helping to
perpetuate his legacy of community service
and philanthropy.”

Federation to show “Run Boy Run” on June 22

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater
Binghamton will show the film “Run Boy
Run” on Wednesday, June 22, at 7 pm, at
the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The cost of a ticket will
be $10; there is no charge for Jewish Film
Fest subscribers.
The award-winning film tells the
true story of a Polish boy who seeks the
kindness of others in his solitary struggle to outlast the Nazi occupation and
keep alive his Jewish faith. It focuses on
9-year-old Srulik, who escapes from the
Warsaw Ghetto. He learns to survive in
the woods until winter forces him to move
back to civilization. There, he is given a
new identity and travels from village to
village while always under the threat of
persecution. The film has been described
as “culminating in a powerhouse conclusion and postscript.”
“Run Boy Run” was directed by Oscar
winner Pepe Danquart and is based on
the bestselling Holocaust novel by Israeli
author Uri Orlev. Among the awards it
has won are best feature, Rockland International Jewish Film Festival 2015;
audience awards, East Bay International
Jewish Film Festival, Philadelphia Jewish
Film Festival 2014 and Festival Univerciné Nantes 2013; best actress, Montreal
World Film Festival 2012 and Bavarian
Filmprize 2014; and winner, Kinofest
Lünen 2012.

“We had hoped to show ‘Run Boy
Run’ during our film fest last fall, so we
are pleased to be able to share it with
the community this June,” said Sima
Auerbach, executive director of the
Federation. “Join us for this wonderful
film, which has been called a ‘superlative saga of courage and compassion.’
All those who bought subscriptions to
last fall’s film fest can join us as the
Federation’s guests.”

At right: Jurek, played by twin
brothers Andrzej and Kamil
Tkacz, with other children in
the village in “Run Boy Run.”
(Photo courtesy of Menemsha
Films).

Federation planning trip to Yiddish
Theatre in New York City
The Jewish Federation of Greater
Binghamton is organizing a one-day bus
excursion to see the critically acclaimed
and restored operetta “The Golden Bride,”
which was first seen on stage in the 1920s. It
will be shown at the Edmond J. Safra Theater
at the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New
York City. The show is performed in Yiddish, with English and Russian supertitles.
Goldele, a poor girl from the shtetl, inherits
a fortune from her estranged father and seeks
her long-lost mother and husband-to-be. For
more information, visit the Museum of Jewish
Heritage website at www.mjhnyc.org.
Before moving further in the planning
of the trip, the Federation is assessing com-

munity interest. Possible dates of the trip
for the 2 pm matinee are Sunday, August
7; Tuesday, August 9; Wednesday, August
10; or Thursday, August 11. A response
indicating one’s interest will be required
by July 1. The price will include the cost
of the bus, plus the entrance fee, and will
be approximately $85. At minimum, 35
people are needed for the trip to be held.
To indicate one’s interest and choice of
date for the trip, or for more information, call
the Jewish Federation office at 724-2332 or
e-mail Roz Antoun at Rozjfs@stny.rr.com.
(Photo at right courtesy of The National
Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene)

Temple Beth-El Arts Committee Hosts Summer
Jewish Film Festival in Ithaca

The Arts Committee of Temple Beth-El
has announced its second Jewish film festival, a series of three films to be shown this
summer. It will be held in the social hall of
the temple, located at the corner of Court
and Tioga streets in Ithaca. The line-up
includes “Dough” on Thursday, June 23,
“Raise the Roof” on Thursday, July 21, and
“In Search of Israeli Cuisine” on Thursday,
August 18. Doors will open at 6:30 pm for
free refreshments and socializing. The films
will begin at 7 pm. Tickets cost $8 at the
door. All of the films are appropriate for
children ages 10 and older.
“Dough” (UK 2016, 94 minutes) will
be showcased in theaters throughout the

country this summer. The comedy, starring Jonathan Pryce
and Pauline Collins, focuses on
the relationship between an old
Jewish baker in London’s East
End and his young, Muslim apprentice. When the apprentice
accidentally dumps marijuana
into the challah dough, sales
really begin to pick up.
“Raise the Roof” (USA
2015, 85 minutes), a documentary by Yari and Cary Wolinsky,
describes the reconstruction
L-r: Jerome Holder and Jonathan Pryce in “Dough.” of the Gwozdziec Synagogue
(Photo courtesy of Menemsha Films)
in Sonak, Poland, which was

destroyed by the Nazis in World War II.
More than 300 students and professionals
participated in the reconstruction of the
wooden structure.
“In Search of Israeli Cuisine” (USA
2016, 97 minutes) is a documentary portrait
of the Israeli people through their cuisine.
Developed in the last 30 years from the
contributions of more than 100 cultures,
Israel’s cuisine is said to “reflect the country’s advancement.” Israeli refreshments
will be served.
The film festival is made possible by
Menemsha Films and the National Center
for Jewish Film. For more information,
call 257-9924.
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“Mekonen” puts a face on the stories of the IDF
and Ethiopian Jewry
By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman
JNS.org
Squeals of laughter and high-spirited traditional Ethiopian dancing, coupled with deep and mournful cries of loss
and pain. The piercing sound of bullets whizzing above
a soldier’s head. “Ready, aim, fire.” The quiet smile of a
night under the stars with fellow comrades. “Mekonen:
The Journey of an African Jew,” the latest production
from the film-focused educational non-profit Jerusalem
U, is the story of an intrepid and introspective young
Ethiopian-Israeli soldier.
The film, which debuted on Israeli Independence Day in
May, is a spinoff of Jerusalem U’s previous documentary,
“Beneath the Helmet: From High School to the Home
Front” (2014), which followed five Israel Defense Forces
recruits, including Mekonen Abebe, through their military
training. “Mekonen” follows up by honing in exclusively
on Abebe, a young Ethiopian shepherd who overcame
financial and familial hardships to realize his dream of
becoming an officer in the IDF.
“After nearly every screening of ‘Beneath the Helmet,’
the audiences had burning questions about Abebe. They
connected with him and wanted to know more about where
he came from and how the next chapter of his story would
unfold,” said Rebecca Shore, Jerusalem U’s creative director
and the director of “Mekonen.”
The film, according to Jerusalem U CEO Raphael Shore,

Mekonen Abebe (front, in center) graduated from IDF
officer training school. (Photo courtesy of Jerusalem U)
is part of the organization’s series of mission-driven productions that are meant to engage, educate and empower
Jewish young adults – particularly on college campuses,
where anti-Zionism and antisemitism are on the rise.
“We create these products to try to inspire and push
back,” Shore said at the premiere event for “Mekonen” in
Israel, which welcomed more than 200 youths who were
culminating a year studying in Israel before attending college in the United States. “We all tend to think of ourselves
as small. But we are all leaders. I hope you step up.”
“There is definitely growing antisemitism on campus

– swastikas being painted on houses, assaults. We see it
growing,” said Moshe Lencer, an international ambassador
for the Jewish fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi (or AEPi). “But
on the other side, the pro-Israel camp is growing, too. …The
students use these movies to help put a face to the story.”
But as much as “Mekonen” is a pro-Israel film, it is also
the universal story of the Ethiopian aliyah (immigration to
Israel) – and of aliyah in general. “I decided to participate in
‘Mekonen’ to be there for others who need hope,” Mekonen
Abebe said in an interview with JNS.org. “It’s to give the
weaker segment of society, those who are struggling, an
example that you can win from nothing.”
Abebe came to Israel from Gondar, Ethiopia, when he
was 12. His father, who had always dreamed of aliyah,
died the day before the family was supposed to make their
journey. The family’s aliyah was delayed by six months, but
ultimately, Mekonen Abebe’s mother Talal Amara Abebe
took them to Israel on her own.
Mekonen attended a boarding school for at-risk pre-teens
and adolescents in Israel. He struggled with violence, and was
surrounded by friends engaged in drugs and crime. “I came
here from another country,” Mekonen said. “I didn’t know
the language. I had no friends. It is such a different culture –
the littlest things are big differences, even the food. Things I
had never seen before, people I had never seen before… all
of the technology. ...It is easiest to go to a negative place.”
See "IDF" on page 7

Opinion
In My Own Words

Tolerance vs. acceptance
A few weeks ago I was at a flag raising outside Binghamton City Hall. Mayor Rich David made a comment
after his initial remarks that took me back to my years
in rabbinical school. During a course in medieval Jewish
history, the professor and I were discussing the treatment
of Jews in the Christian and Muslim worlds. He spoke
about places where Jews were tolerated. I commented that
tolerance seemed like a good thing. He noted that, as good
as it may sound, acceptance was far better.
The two words may seem to have similar meanings,
but, when put in practice, there is an enormous difference
between them. People who are tolerated often have to hide
their customs or behavior. They have limited recourse

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR

through the courts, which don’t see them as equal. In Jewish
terms, acceptance means being able to wear religious garb
without fear of being attacked. It means that synagogue
buildings don’t have to disguise their purpose. It means
that Jewish holidays are recognized as legitimate days off
for those celebrating. It means knowing you are protected
by law, just like every other citizen of your country.
When Mayor David spoke, he mentioned that he used
to use the word “tolerance,” then someone suggested to
him that tolerance wasn’t enough. After pondering their
words, he realized they were correct. Now he speaks of
acceptance, of treating all groups in Binghamton as equals.
Some readers may have noticed I neglected to mention

what flag was being raised during the ceremony. Flag raisings
occur fairly frequently at Binghamton City Hall and recent
flags raised include (but are not limited to) a Kurdish flag,
Catholic school flag, Ukrainian flag, Mets flag, Irish flag and
Security Mutual flag. The one I attended, a Rainbow flag raising, acknowledged the start of Pride Month in Binghamton,
which is sponsored by the LGBTQ community and its allies.
However, it shouldn’t matter which community is
being acknowledged and celebrated. As anyone familiar
with Jewish history knows, tolerance far too often turns
into oppression. That’s a lesson we need to take to heart.
This column was written before the June 12 attack in
Orland, FL.

Letters

Community connections: Temple Beth El and St. Paul's
To the Editor:
What goes around comes around. This phrase is so often
spoken in a spiteful, remorseful way, but in this instance
I am using it in such a blessed, positive way.
The Temple Beth El Window Campaign has its beginnings in the pews of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Here is the
tie that binds: My family is fourth generation parishioners
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. For years upon years of
Sundays, I would pass this plaque (see picture) and never
really give it a thought – until six years ago, when I began
working here at the Jewish Federation.
The plaque then began taking on new meaning for me;
its significance and importance had gotten into my thoughts
and then my heart, much like Sima and Neil Auerbach had,
much like the Federation and the community it serves had.
Each Sunday, as I went to St. Paul’s to worship, I would
pass the former congregation of Temple Beth El and see
the beautiful stained glass windows.
As Sima worked zealously on the Campaign and
sub-campaign ideas, I approached her with this idea that,
as both of our communities are shrinking, before mem-
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The plaque seen in St. Paul’s Church.
ories fade and it is too late, perhaps these historical and
exquisite windows could be saved and repurposed in the
many synagogues and temples that are still vibrant in the
area. And so a committee was formed, a plan put in place
and the work began.

Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

BINGHAMTON, NY
OPINIONS
The views expressed in editorials and opinion pieces are those of each author and
not necessarily the views of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton.
LETTERS
The Reporter welcomes letters on subjects of interest to the Jewish community.
All letters must be signed and include a phone number;
names may be withheld upon request.
ADS
The Reporter does not necessarily endorse any advertised products
and services. In addition, the paper is not responsible for the
kashruth of any advertiser’s product or establishment.
DEADLINE
Regular weekly deadline is noon, Wednesday, for the following week’s newspaper.

I feel that I was driven, and remain so, by my love
for (and how many people can say this?) my “boss” and
my work at the JFed! Now, each Sunday when I pass
through the red doors of St. Paul’s and gaze upon the
plaque, I stop and give thanks. People can work together. It can be done. We do great things at the JFed and
at St. Paul’s. This time I reached out to St. Paul’s and
everyone there was very gracious. What goes around
comes around. The windows are finding homes – and
one of the windows will find a home under the plaque
at St. Paul’s Church.
The Temple Beth El Window Campaign probably
began 64 years ago when a rabbi reached out to a church
in crisis. The plaque did not go unnoticed and I hope you
will continue to support this special endeavor to save
these historically significant pieces of your, mine and
our community.
Thank you.
Jennifer Kakusian
Office manager,
Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton
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Binghamton Kilmer party to support Hillel Academy
Hillel Academy has announced that it will hold the second
annual Kilmer Mansion Garden Party on Sunday, June 19, from
4-8 pm, at the Kilmer Mansion, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton.
The party will have a 1920s Binghamton theme, which is when
the Kilmer family built their fortune on “swamp root elixir,”
a cure-all tonic for the kidneys, liver and bladder.
The event will raise funds for Hillel Academy, which
was displaced when the roof at Temple Israel collapsed on
December 15, 2014, while no one was in the building. For
the past few years, the school has used the Kilmer Mansion
building, owned by Temple Concord, to conduct classes.
Funds raised at the party will go to re-supplying the newly
finished classrooms, as well as other school expenses. As
a non-profit institution with a scholarship program, Hillel
Academy depends in part on its donors to ensure that all
students can attend the program.
This year’s Kilmer Mansion Garden Party will again feature the Basin Street Jazz Band, with music and dance from
the 1920s. The party will be catered and guests will have an
opportunity to try “Kilmer elixir” themed cocktails. Catering
and cocktails will be provided by P.S. Restaurant.
There will also be a new “front page scandal photo
booth,” which will display visitors on a mockup of the
front page of the Binghamton Press, a predecessor to today’s Press & Sun-Bulletin. The event will also feature a
backroom poker game, croquet matches on the lawn and
a cigar and bourbon tasting. Finally, a company of actors

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JTA

Pope Francis to visit Auschwitz

will portray the 1920s Kilmer family.
Last year, more than 200 people attended the event and
organizers said the tickets are selling quickly again this
year. Tickets are available through www.BingPop.com.
Sponsors will reach a Binghamton audience both in
person and through BingPop’s social media outlets. More

than 10,000 visitors have already viewed the preview video.
Community members can help Hillel Academy by sponsoring the event at various levels: orchid for $10,000; rose for
$5,000; dahlia for $2,500; lily for $1,000; or tulip for $500.
To add one’s name or business to the list of sponsors,
contact Lisa Feigenbaum at 759-9692.

TC to hold Happy Hour and
Havdalah on July 2

The Temple Concord Outreach Committee will hold a
second Happy Hour and Havdalah program on Saturday, July
2, at 7 pm, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton.
The event will offer time for socializing and an opportunity to make new friends. Light refreshments will be
served. The group will move to a local restaurant for dinner
at 8:15 pm, following the happy hour. Reservations are

required only if you are coming to the dinner, to provide
adequate seating.
Organizers noted that they had “a great turnout” for the
first happy hour program this past winter.
To make reservations or for more information, call
the temple office at 723-7355, by Thursday, June 30. The
public has been invited to attend.

Art opening at Temple Beth-El,
Ithaca, on June 26

A show of oil and watercolor paintings by Ellen Wiernicki and Jill Leichter will open on Sunday, June 26,
at an event held from 3-5 pm in the social hall at Temple
Beth-El, located at the corner of Court and Tioga streets
in Ithaca. The event will be free and open to the public.
Leichter and Wiernicki share a space at Howl Studios

Pope Francis will visit Auschwitz during a trip to Poland, the Vatican announced. The pope is scheduled to visit
the Nazi death camp on July 29 as part of a five-day trip.
He will deliver an address at the site. His immediate two
predecessors – Benedict and John Paul II – also visited
Auschwitz during their tenures. On July 31, the last day of
his visit to Poland, the pope will celebrate the closing Mass
of World Youth Day at the Campus Misericordiae. Later
that afternoon, he will deliver an address to World Youth
Day volunteers. One million European Jews and more than
100,000 others died at Auschwitz between 1940 and 1945.

on Trumansburg Road, between Ithaca and Trumansburg.
They are longtime friends who both chose art courses first
while studying for a degree from the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences at Cornell University. Wiernicki is a
transplant from a chicken farm in Vineland, NJ. She paints
expressionist still lives, portraits and landscapes. Leichter
recently returned to the area after 12 years in New Zealand
and paints watercolor birds.

Italy’s Parliament approves bill
criminalizing Holocaust denial

“White pitcher,” an oil painting by Ellen Wiernicki

Rd., Vestal, NY 13850), slide it under our door if we’re
not open, or e-mail to TReporter@aol.com as
a JPG or TIF. Please include the baby’s name,
sex, date of birth, parents’ names, grandparents’ names and great-grandparents’ names.
Photos may be picked up at The Reporter
after July 1 or include a self-addressed stamped
envelope and it will be mailed back to you.

Esther Sarah Silverman

c

The Reporter wants the community
to kvell with you
If your baby was born between July 2015 and July
2016, submit your baby’s picture to The Reporter
for the annual Family Focus issue, which
will be published on July 1. Pictures must
be delivered by Tuesday, June 21. Parents
and grandparents are welcome to put a photo
into an envelope and stop by or mail to The
Reporter’s office at the JCC (500 Clubhouse

The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to the family of

“Yellow Birds, Yellow Moon, Dark Sky,” a watercolor
painting by Jill Leichter

c

Italy’s Parliament approved a bill making spreading
Holocaust denial illegal. The bill, which adds to an existing anti-racism bill, was approved on June 8 by the lower
assembly of the Parliament, the Chamber of Deputies,
by a vote of 237-5, with 102 abstentions. The new law
would go after those who deny genocide or crimes against
humanity, using the definition by the International Court
of Justice, the German news agency DPA reported. Those
convicted could face prison terms of two to six years.

Obituaries are accepted
in The Reporter
Regular rates apply.

To place an obituary, call Bonnie
at 607-724-2360 x244
or email bonnie@thereportergroup.org.
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ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME
Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Jewish Community Center
Golf Tournament
Wednesday, July 27 at Vestal Hills Country Club
12:30
pm SHARP Shotgun Start
3 p

For more information
or to reserve your
team spot, contact
the JCC at 724-2417!
www.binghamtonjcc.org

“like” us on

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE
Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336
Fax 800-948-5844
parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
HANDI CAPPED ACCESSI BLE

ÊVisit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.org
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Off the Shelf

Understanding and misunderstanding religious writings
RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

There are several ways to study Jewish texts. Among the
most frequent methods are ones that either try to understand
the document in its original context or interpret the words
through religious doctrine. However, the latter process can
radically alter the original meaning of the text. Two recent
works examine Jewish texts – the Bible and the Talmud –
from very different points of view. In “The Bible Doesn’t
Say That: 40 Biblical Mistranslations, Misconceptions,
and Other Misunderstandings” (Thomas Dunne Books/St.
Martin’s Press), Dr. Joel M. Hoffman looks at both biblical
testaments to correct readers’ misinterpretations. Joseph
Skibell, on the other hand, searches for contemporary relevance in cryptic talmudic stories about the ancient rabbis in
“Six Memos From the Last Millennium: A Novelist Reads
the Talmud” (University of Texas Press).
In his latest work, Hoffman continues to educate
non-scholastic readers about the difficulties inherent in interpreting ancient texts. (For a Reporter review of one of his
previous works, “And God Said: How Translations Conceal
the Bible’s Original Meaning,” visit www.thereportergroup.

Notice of Formation of At Your
Service Transportation LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/08/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: Shawn P Connelly,
22 Livingston St Apt 1L, Binghamton,
NY 13903. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________

org/Article.aspx?aID=1752.) He notes that “people who
read the Bible primarily in translation and [are] guided
by established religious trends get great insight into those
religious trends and the role the Bible plays in them, but
the focus on one particular view of the Bible necessarily
represents a warped view of the original Bible.” Hoffman
is not suggesting that religious interpretation is invalid,
but rather that it skews the meaning of the original writers.
Hoffman discusses five common mistakes that occur
when people read the text. One major problem is that
people with no expertise in the biblical text – and who are
unable to read it in the original language – assume they
can understand its meaning. Hoffman also suggests that
historical accidents have spread incorrect interpretations
– one example being the “apple” Adam and Eve eat. This
has become the mainstream understanding of the word,
even though there were no apples to be found in the Middle
East in biblical times. Cultural gaps greatly affect the way
people see the text: for example, the biblical understanding
of the world was very different from the contemporary

LEGAL NOTICE
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: James
W. Orband, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

1.

1. The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is V&H
Handling Systems, LLC.

The name of the limited
liability company (“LLC”) is
TECK PRECISION LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the
Articles of Organization with
the Secretary of State is MAY
16, 2016.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is May 3,
2016.

3.

3. The County within the State
of New York in which the
principal office of the LLC is
located is Broome.

The County within the State
of New York in which the
principal office of the LLC is
located is Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is
hereby designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. The post office
address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him
or her is: 471 ANNE ROAD,
WINDSOR, NEW YORK,
13865.

4. The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or
her is: 4410 Linglestown Road,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17112.
5.
5. The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of
Jablon Studios LLC
Arts. Of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 06/18/15.
Office location: Broome County.
Princ. Office of LLC: 10 Alice Street
Binghamton, NY 13904. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to the LLC at the addr. of its princ.
office. Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Down And
Out, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
04/26/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: PO Box 673, Windsor,
NY 13865. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was May 9, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State

scientific one. Mistranslation also plays a large role. While
Hoffman notes that any translation has imperfections, some
mistranslations are so far off the mark that they radically
change the meaning of the text. Another problem is misrepresentation: this occurs when people either interpret the
text out of context or purposely misrepresent it to further
their own agenda.
Looking at selections from both the Old and New Testaments (terms he uses), Hoffman discusses 40 different
topics – focusing on what the biblical text actually says.
Most chapters are short and each opens with a question-and-answer that serves as the basis of his analysis.
While it’s impossible to give more than a taste of what
Hoffman does, some examples are:
 “Did the animals board Noah’s Ark two by two? Yes,
but also no.” Hoffman shows how there are two versions
of Noah story, one of which claims two animals of each
species boarded the ark, while the other speaks of unclean
and clean animals. According to the second version, seven
See "Writings" on page 7

The character or purpose
of the business of the LLC is
any purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Wilkes-Barre, LLC,
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 5/2/16. Office location:
Broome County. SSNY designated
LLC agent upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to: LLC,
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905,
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose:
Any Lawful Pur pose. Date of
dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of Polaris, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
5/2/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G.
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton,
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY UNDER THE
NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY LAW
Notice is hereby given of the
formation of Covas 123 LLC (the
“Company”) for the transaction of
business in the State of New York
and elsewhere.

1. The name of the Company is
Covas 123 LLC.
2. The Company’s Articles of
Organization were filed with
the New York Secretary of State
on January 13, 2016.
3. The Company’s office within New
York State is located in Broome
County.
4. The New York Secretary of State
has been designated as agent
of the Company upon whom
process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any such
process served upon him
or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,
Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
220, Binghamton, New York
13901.

served. The Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against
the Company, to Hinman, Howard
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose
of the business of the Company is
any lawful business purpose.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Advisor Development,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was May 27, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

Company, to Hinman, Howard &
Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The
purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of DMKH, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/18/16. Office
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 111 Newlands St., Chevy
Chase, MD 20815. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Saunders
Road Enterprises, LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/03/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 35 Hardy Rd., Johnson
City, NY 13790. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________

B&BCS, LLC, a domestic LLC,
filed with the SSNY on 3/9/16.
Office location: Broome. SSNY is
designated as agent upon whom
process against the LLC may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to Ryan Herceg, 26 Maple St.,
Harpursville, NY 13787. General
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Whole Health Nutrition
Center, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
June 3, 2016. The county in which
the principal place of business of
the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated
as agent of the Company upon
whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability
company is: 87-89 Prospect Avenue
Holdings, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles of
Organization of the Company with the
Secretary of State was May 17, 2016.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against
the Company, to Hinman, Howard
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose
of the business of the Company is
any lawful business purpose.
______________________

The name of the limited liability
company is: Lalor Shared Services,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was June 3, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may
be served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

The name of the limited liability
company
is:
Fiber
Internet
Finder, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
June 7, 2016. The county in which
the principal place of business of
the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated
as agent of the Company upon
whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the Company, to Hinman,
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street,
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business
purpose.
______________________

5. The character or purpose of the
Company’s business is for any
lawful business purpose except
to do any business in New York
State for which a statute
specifically requires some other
business entity or natural person
to be formed or used for such
business.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY OMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Eck Plastic Holdings,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was May 17, 2016. The
county in which the principal place
of business of the Company shall
be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
To place a legal notice, contact
Bonnie at 724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Upstate Entertainment
Productions, LLC (the “Company”).
The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization of the Company
with the Secretary of State was
June 3, 2016. The county in which
the principal place of business of
the Company shall be located is
Broome County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served.
The Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against the

Notice of formation of limited
liability company (LLC). Name:
Congdon Appraisal LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
May 9, 2016. NY office location:
Broome County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. The post office
address to which the SSNY shall
mail a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him/her is
3644 Pheasant Lane, Endwell, NY
13760. Purpose/character of LLC:
Real Estate Appraisal
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Temple Israel board visited new building
At right: Temple Israel board
members and guests walked around
the side of the building.

Temple Israel board members and guests took a first walk
through the new building on May 31. Shown are members
in the building’s lobby outside the small chapel. (Photos
by Steve Gilbert)
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Temple Israel President Richard Schneierson (front left)
stood on the bima to view the sanctuary and social hall.
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from the social hall.
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Temple Israel board members and guests left the temple
grounds. The driveway leads to Clubhouse Road.
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Beatriz Milhazes exhibit

The Jewish Museum in New York City will
hold the exhibit “Using Walls, Floors, and Ceilings: Beatriz Milhazes” through September 18.
Beatriz Milhazes’ new works are inspired by
the annual celebration of carnival in her native Brazil. Each
object is composed of the ephemeral, brightly colored and
reflective materials used to decorate carnival floats. Milhazes
collaborated with float fabricators to create the works. For more
information, visit http://thejewishmuseum.org/exhibitions or
contact the museum at info@thejm.org or 212-423-3200.
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Weekly Parasha
Naso, Numbers 4:21-7:89
This week’s Torah portion discusses the laws of the
Nazirite, who makes a vow to undertake certain ascetic
restrictions: to refrain from eating grapes, drinking wine,
getting a haircut and becoming impure through contact
with a corpse. The Nazirite enters this state for a period
of time of their own choosing, for a minimum of 30 days.
The Torah portion continues and instructs the Nazirite
to conclude this period by offering various sacrifices
in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. Among these was a
sin offering.
Why, questions the Talmud, is the Nazirite required to

June 17-23, 2016

The Nazirite
RABBI ZALMAN CHEIN, EDUCATION COORDINATOR, CHABAD OF BINGHAMTON
sacrifice a sin offering? Which sin has been committed?
Seemingly, the Nazirite vow is an act of spiritual elevation:
removing oneself from the temptations that wine brings.
Our sages explain, though, that the self-denial of the
Nazirite is not ideal. Everything that God created has a
purpose; each physical object, when properly utilized in
the service of God and observance of His commandments,
becomes holy. The Nazirite’s abstention, stemming from a
fear of the possible negative effects of intoxication, does
not allow the wine that he refrains from to fulfill its positive
potential either. The sin offering at the end of the Nazirite

period acknowledges that this was not the optimal state.
God recognizes our limitations, and when we are faced
with temptations that seem insurmountable, we, like the
Nazirite, may choose to remove ourselves from a difficult
situation. This option is open to us, but, like the Nazirite,
we realize that it is not ideal. Preferably, we would face our
challenges head on and overcome them, letting them become
a springboard for growth. Rather than cutting ourselves off
from the smorgasbord of opportunities that the world has
to offer, let us embrace them and utilize the resources that
God has given us for positive and holy purposes.

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbis: Aminadav Adamit and Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793, Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 amnoon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbis’ e-mail: rabbiadamit@stny.rr.com; rabbisilber@stny.
rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, June 17..................................................... 7:15 pm
Shabbat, June 18...................................................... 9 am
.....................................................Mincha/Maariv 8:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., June 19....................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., June 20-24........................................... 6:40 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., June 19-23....................................... 8:30 pm
Classes: Rabbi Aminadav Adamit will teach “Tractate
Kiddushin” on Shabbat afternoons 45 minutes before Mincha.
Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class every
Tuesday evening after services.

On Thursday, June 23, at 7:30 pm, the Beth David
annual congregational meeting will be held at the synagogue. Several items are on the agenda. Members have
been asked to make “every effort” to attend. For more
information, call the synagogue at 722-1793.
A rummage sale will be held on Sunday, June 26,
from noon-4 pm; on Monday, June 27, from 9:30-4 pm;
and on Tuesday, June 28, from 9:30-11:30 am, for a $3
bag sale. Set-up will start at 8:30 am on June 26. Help
will be needed. To volunteer, contact Marlene Serkin at
729-3235 or mserkin@stny.rr.com.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services: Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm
except in December, January and February. Call for dates
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, July 15, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat services.
On Saturday, July 16, at 10 am, there will be a study class.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history,
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework.
KH is part of an international movement for Secular
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30
member communities and congregations around the country.
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education,
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and
bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8:15 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, June 17, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat
services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, June 18, at 9:15 am, there will be a Torah
study on Job.
On Tuesday, June 21, at 7 pm, there will be an adult
b’nai mitzvah class.
On Wednesday, June 22, at 10:30 am and 7 pm, there
will be Holy Torah Rollers sessions.
On Friday, June 24, there will be Shabbat in the Garden.
At 6:30 pm, there will be a picnic in the garden. Attendees
should bring a picnic dinner. Wine and other beverages will
be served. At 7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat services in the
garden with Kolot and Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, June 25, at 9:15 am, there will be a Torah
study on Job.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd.
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted.Family services
and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes meet
on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh grade b’nai
mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly.
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call
the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings.
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah,
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Friday, June 17, light candles.............................. 8:24 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 18.......................... 9:25 pm
Friday, June 24, light candles.............................. 8:25 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 25.......................... 9:26 pm

Temple Israel

Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: TItammy@stny.rr.com or TILouise@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Regular Tuesday services and Friday Kabbalat Shabbat services will be held at 5:30 pm in the library of the
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
On Saturday, June 18, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat
services in the meeting room at the Jewish Community
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Services will be
led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, Art Siegel and
Leonard Feld. Bima guests will be Lois Levitt and Hersh
Rozen. The Torah portion will be Numbers 4:21-7:89.
The haftarah will be Judges 13:2-25.
June’s Shabbat on the Road will be held on Friday,
June 17, at 6:30 pm, at Brookdale Senior Living across
from the JCC in Vestal.
Temple office hours from Monday-Thursday, June
20-23, will be 8:30-11:30 am. The office will be closed
on Friday, June 24.
Those who wish to recite Mourner’s Kaddish during
a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at
schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office. An e-mail
notice will be sent to the congregation encouraging attendance to have enough participants to make up a minyan.
Temple Israel holds weekday minyan services on Tuesdays
and Fridays at 5:30 pm in the JCC library. For those who
prefer a different day to coincide with a Yahrzeit date,
contact the temple to work on making arrangements.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther
Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons,
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school)
classes will meet at times designated by their respective
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Thursday, June 23, the TBE Arts Committee will
show “Dough” in the social hall. Doors will open at 6:30
pm for refreshments, with the film at 7 pm. The cost will
be $8. All are welcome to attend. (See article on page 1.)

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This
program connects Jewish special-needs children and
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit
participating youngsters weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club
The JCC Friendship Club met on June 8. We heard
Rabbi Zalman Chein talk about Shavuot. He said that
the holiday occurs in the Hebrew month of Sivan.
Some members call the holiday Shavuos. He said that
is also correct. There are other names such as Atseret
or Atseres. This holiday is related to the harvest season
and the cutting of the first fruit and wheat. It is the time
when people brought bread to the altar in the Temple
in Jerusalem. This holiday commemorates the giving of
the Torah. It is when Moses received the tablets with

the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai. It occurred
seven weeks after the people left Egypt and slavery. He
said, prior to that time the Israelites were a tribe, but
after that they became a nation. That is why we count
the omer for 49 days from Passover. On the 50th day is
the celebration of Shavuot. The word Shavuot means
weeks. It is customary to eat dairy foods on that day. He
said that it is the only time of the year when his mother
made cheese blintzes and his mouth was watering just
thinking about it.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond.
Ann Brillant said the blessing over the cake and cookies
supplied by Sylvia. Morty Hofstein usually gets the refreshments, but he was out of town on this day. We hope
to see him at our next meeting. The program on June 22
will be a talk by Dorothy Gardner, who will tell us “How
to Survive the Summer.” Come join us on Wednesday at
the JCC at 1:30 pm.
Sylvia Diamond
President

Writings

Continued from page 4

of each clean animal species was saved and only two of
each unclean one.
 “Do the Ten Commandments forbid coveting? No.”
Hoffman offers a different translation of the chamad, using
“take” rather than “covet.” He notes that this is different
than theft: theft is taking property with no intent to return
it, while chamad means taking property with the intention
of returning it. The author notes that this difference can
be seen in contemporary law: there’s a greater punishment

IDF

Continued from page 2
School counselors said that sometimes they were unsure
if they could pull Abebe out of his troubles, but along with
Mekonen himself, they persevered. “Mekonen is a fighter,”
school administrator Karamit Lansker says in the film.
When Mekonen Abebe graduated, he entered his mandatory army service as part of the paratroopers’ brigade.
He had difficult circumstances at home. His mother, the
only breadwinner, was attempting to support 16 people.
Abebe wanted to get out of the army to work and help his
mother. There were a few times he did not think he would
make it, even until the end of basic training.
But Abebe’s commander, Eden Adler, as well as his
friends in the IDF and his loved ones, supported him
through his journey from just surviving to thriving. After
completing his first three years of service, Abebe was selected to become an IDF officer. Today, he oversees more
than 40 recruits. “He chose it. People helped, but he chose
to make it – that is the way I see it,” said Rebecca Shore.
Before Abebe could start his new role as an officer, he
said he had a deep desire to explore his past. “I took my
week [between completing officer training and starting in
the new role] to go to Ethiopia, to visit the place where I
was born and draw strength,” he told JNS.org. “When I
was 5, I was a shepherd. I never imagined then that I would
be a paratrooper, let alone a commander.”
“Mekonen” includes personal footage of Abebe’s travels
to his first home (a hut) in Ethiopia. “There was no electricity. Nature was the clock,” he said.
This highlights the happiness of his simple shepherd
youth, as he chases sheep and dances traditional Ethiopian
dances with family and friends.
The film shares the heartbreaking moment in which
Abebe visits his father’s grave for the first time since
moving to Israel, his howls over the loss of the man who
inspired his family’s exodus to Israel, and his sudden shift
to a place of strength – when he places his IDF pin on his
father’s tombstone.
“This is where my father dreamed, but was unable to
attain,” said Abebe. “I still have feelings for this place
(Ethiopia), but my true place is Israel. …I think he would
be proud.”
“He has a classic story of overcoming adversity,” said Shore.
“I want Jews to understand the story of Ethiopian Jewry…and
to share a good and empowering story about Israel.”
“Others can come to Israel and make it, too,” Abebe
said. “It doesn’t matter where you are from. With all of the
challenges, all of the strife, ultimately we get up.”

for committing grand theft auto than for taking a car for
a joy ride.
 “Does the Bible forbid divorce? No.” Hoffman notes
a difference between the Old and New Testaments. In the
Old Testament, there are not only listings of women who
are divorced (for example, they are one of the groups of
women who can’t marry members of the priestly class), but
information about how to issue a bill of divorce is given in
the laws about marriage. The New Testament limits divorce
to matters of “unchastity,” most likely meaning a woman
can only be divorced if she is unfaithful.
Other topics Hoffman discusses are “Moses’s Horns,”
“Keeping Kosher,” “Violence,” “Justice,” “Homosexuality” and “Abortion.” Most of the chapters are easy for the
non-scholar to understand. (The main exception is the first
chapter, “In the Beginning,” whose focus on grammar may
confuse those unfamiliar with Hebrew.) While scholars
might debate Hoffman’s specific interpretations, his work
is an excellent introduction to the problems of translations
and offers a fascinating look at the biblical text.
While Hoffman focuses on the biblical text’s original
meaning, Skibell uses his imagination to examine the
emotions and psychology behind several talmudic tales.
Although he is a novelist, Skibell is not rewriting the stories
as fiction, but rather attempting to understand tales that
offer few details and little explanation for their characters’
behavior. (For a review of Ruth Calderon’s “A Bride for
One Night: Talmudic Tales,” which offers creative retellings of talmudic stories, visit www.thereportergroup.org/
Article.aspx?aID=3599.)
Skibell notes that he’s fascinated by stories: “Stories
are the doorway into meaning for me, the royal road in
consciousness.” He notes that in the Talmud classes he has
taken, the teachers tend to skip quickly over these short
tales and focus on the halachic (legalistic) sections of the
text. However, some of the stories were so puzzling – the
behavior of the rabbis so odd and intriguing – that Skibell
wanted to know more. The author looks at five of these
stories – some of which are the among the best known
talmudic tales – and pieces together other stories about
rabbis featured in them in order to understand the meaning
of their behavior. (His title is a play on Italo Calvino’s “Six

Memos for the Next Millennium,” which only contains five
lectures because Calvino died before he could complete the
sixth. Therefore, Skibell’s work includes only five chapters.)
It’s extremely difficult to summarize Skibell’s ideas due
to their complexity. For example, when he writes about the
four rabbis who entered paradise, he includes other stories
about each to show how their reactions to the experience
makes sense in the context of their individual psychologies.
Focusing on Elisha ben Avuyah – who rejected Judaism
after visiting paradise – and Rabbi Akiva – who seemed
unaffected by the experience – Skibell believes that to
truly understand the tale readers must see it in light of
Rabbi Akiva’s horrible death at the hands of the Romans.
Skibell also notes how Akiva and Elisha’s differing views
of humanity affected their lives. His discussion of their
differences – whether one’s life is completely determined
by its beginnings or if it’s possible to change one’s destiny
– makes the story relevant in contemporary times.
My favorite chapter focuses on the relationship between
Rabbi Yohanan and Resh Shimon ben Lakish. The two meet
when Lakish, who is a bandit, threatens Yohanan, who is
bathing in the Jordan River. Yohanan convinces Lakish to
turn his strength to Torah, even offering him his sister as
a wife. The two become study partners, but an argument
divides them and leads to a tragic end. After Lakish dies
of sorrow, Yohanan mourns the loss of his friend so greatly
that he becomes insane. Skibell looks at the intensity of
their relationship, noting how each was constricted by
their understanding of the world. Skibell believes that
“like a body and a soul, Resh Lakish and Rabbi Yohanan
have lived fitfully, imperfectly together. Nevertheless, they
needed each other. The body perishes without the soul; the
soul loses grounding without the body.”
Skibell realizes that he is fictionalizing the tales, but feels
it’s necessary to do so in order to “explore these stories
as deeply as possible, to shine some light on this brilliant,
beautiful and strange body of literature, and to contribute
whatever I can to the discovery of the beauty and depth
they offer us as meaningful fiction.” Skibell succeeds in his
purpose, making “Six Memos
From the Last Millennium”
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Israeli lawmakers seek to institute limited public
transportation on Shabbat
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Members of Knesset Yael German, Karin Elharrar and Yoel Razvozov (all from the
Yesh Atid party) intend to put forth a bill that would allow local authorities to operate
public transportation on Saturday in Israel. The bill would permit minibuses to run within
each locality and on intercity roads. According to the bill, making public transportation
available on Shabbat is designed to give some mobility to sectors that cannot drive or
afford to drive, such as the elderly or youths. The bill is set to be presented to Israel’s
Ministerial Committee on Legislation on June 19. The bill stipulates that public transportation on Saturday would include only one or two bus lines running that go to and from
city centers, and the buses would not enter religious neighborhoods or pass synagogues.

Netanyahu: Arab Peace Initiative could be relevant with
changes on borders, refugees

At a meeting of Likud party ministers on June 13, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu faced questions regarding the Arab Peace Initiative of 2002, two weeks
after saying the initiative included some “positive elements” and that Israel is “willing
to negotiate with Arab states’ revisions to that initiative so that it reflects the dramatic
changes in the region since 2002.” On June 13, one Likud minister asked Netanyahu what
he would do if Arab states were not willing to revise the initiative. “If the Arab states
grasp the fact that they need to revise the Arab League proposal according to the changes
Israel demands, then we can talk,” Netanyahu replied. “But if they bring the proposal
from 2002 and define it as ‘take it or leave it,’ we’ll choose to leave it.” In response to
another question about the Arab Peace Initiative, Netanyahu said the initiative provided
a “good foundation, but it clearly must be updated due to the far-reaching changes that
have taken place in our region in recent years.” The prime minister went on to say the
initiative could be relevant with the removal of its demands for an Israeli return to the
1967 borders and the granting of a right of return to Palestinian refugees.

World Jewish leaders condemn Orlando nightclub
terror attack
World Jewish groups and Israeli leaders condemned the terror attack early June 12
inside the LGBT nightclub Pulse in Orlando, FL, in which a terrorist shot and killed at
least 50 people and wounded 53 others. In what was the deadliest mass shooting in U.S.
history, 29-year-old terrorist Omar Mateen dialed 911 during the attack to express support
for the Islamic State terror group before using an assault rifle to gun down the victims. “On
behalf of world Jewry, I condemn this horrific act of terror and wish to express the Jewish
people’s solidarity with the victims and with the LGBT community,” said World Jewish
Congress President Ronald Lauder in a statement. “We are simply speechless in the face of
such an act of pure evil and hatred,” said American Jewish Committee Executive Director
David Harris. Anti-Defamation League CEO Jonathan Greenblatt said the attack had “all
the markers of both an unconscionable hate crime and an act of terrorism on a scale we
have not before witnessed in America,” and is “yet another reminder of the serious threat
posed by the Islamic State terrorist group.” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and President Reuven Rivlin also issued condemnations of the attack in Orlando.

U.N. human rights commissioner accuses Israel of
“collective punishment” of Palestinians

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein has accused
Israel of engaging in “collective punishment” against the Palestinians following the June 8
terror attack in Tel Aviv that killed four Israelis. “We are also deeply concerned at the response
of the Israeli authorities, which includes measures that may amount to prohibited collective
punishment,” Al Hussein said in a statement issued by his spokesman at a press conference
in Geneva on June 10. In response to the terror attack carried out by two Palestinian terrorists
from the city of Yatta, Israeli authorities sealed off the West Bank and Gaza Strip until the
night of June 12. Israel also revoked travel permits for about 83,000 Palestinians. Calling the
Palestinian terrorists “alleged attackers,” Al Hussein said Israel’s actions “will only increase
the sense of injustice and frustration felt by Palestinians in this very tense time.”

French lawmakers tweet “Je suis Tel Aviv”

French lawmakers and others around the world are expressing their solidarity with
Israel following the June 8 fatal terrorist shooting in Tel Aviv by using the term “Je suis
Tel Aviv” in their social media posts. The slogan is a version of the “Je suis Charlie” (“I
am Charlie”) phrase used after the January 2015 Islamist shooting at the office of the
Paris-based satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo. Among the first to tweet “Je suis Tel Aviv”
was former French Prime Minister Alain Juppe, and others such as French lawmakers
Jean-Francois Cope and Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet have followed suit. “From Paris
to Tel Aviv, from Brussels to Jerusalem, we are seeing the same terrorist attacks in the
name of global jihad, which is waging a war against our civilization,” said French-Jewish
Member of Parliament Meyer Habib, Israel Hayom reported.

Smithsonian Institution head says boycott of Israel
won’t solve conflict
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The head of the Smithsonian Institution, America’s national research museums network,
said that academic boycotts of Israel go “against the most basic principle of academia,
period.” In an interview with The Jerusalem Post, Smithsonian Secretary David Skorton,
who was visiting Israel the week of June 14 to receive an honorary doctorate from the
Technion–Israel Institute of Technology, said that “many people who have not visited
Israel don’t really understand the multi-dimensional nature of Israeli society. ...The only
understanding is gained from reading press coverage from unfortunate circumstances:
Palestinians attacking Jews, the IDF attacking Palestinians, and so on – as if that is the
whole story of Israel. As people understand more about Israeli society, they understand
that there is a broad multiplicity of viewpoints,” he said. “My personal belief is that you
don’t get better by failing to talk to each other,” added Skorton.

Growing Chinese interest in Israeli technology spurs
investment summit

Tel Aviv will host the “INNONATION: China-Israel Investment Summit” from Sept.
24-26, following the success of a similar summit held in January 2016 in Beijing. The
joint Israeli-Chinese conference is supported by both nations’ governments. It will be held
at the David Intercontinental Hotel in Tel Aviv and will host more than 1,000 Chinese
investors and strategic partners, as well as 500 Israeli high-tech companies and entrepreneurs from a variety of fields such as agriculture, clean technology, mobile and Web,
smart cities, and medicine. The INNONATION summit is a joint initiative of Israel’s
Ministry of Economy and the Infinity Group, and has already secured the participation of
more than 40 investors from Chinese investment funds, according to the Israeli business
news outlet Globes.

