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Spotlight

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater 

Binghamton will show the film “Run Boy 
Run” on Wednesday, June 22, at 7 pm, at 
the Jewish Community Center, 500 Club-
house Rd., Vestal. The cost of a ticket will 
be $10; there is no charge for Jewish Film 
Fest subscribers.

The award-winning film tells the true 
story of a Polish boy who seeks the kindness 
of others in his solitary struggle to outlast the 
Nazi occupation and keep alive his Jewish 
faith. It focuses on 9-year-old Srulik, who 
escapes from the Warsaw Ghetto. He learns 
to survive in the woods until winter forces 
him to move back to civilization. There he 
is given a new identity and travels from 
village to village while always under the 
threat of persecution. The film has been 
described as “culminating in a powerhouse 
conclusion and postscript.”

“Run Boy Run” was directed by Oscar 
winner Pepe Danquart and is based on the 
bestselling Holocaust novel by Israeli author 
Uri Orlev. Among the awards it has won are 
best feature, Rockland International Jewish 
Film Festival 2015; audience awards, East Bay 
International Jewish Film Festival, Philadel-
phia Jewish Film Festival 2014 and Festival 

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-

hamton has announced that it has found local 
homes for all the stained glass windows 
from the former Temple Beth El of Endicott. 

“We are so pleased that all the windows 
will remain in this area,” said Sima Auer-
bach, executive director of the Federation. 
“We’re keeping local history local!”

The windows’ locations will include 
local synagogues, the Judaic Studies 
Department at Binghamton University, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Endicott 
and the new home of the Amos Patterson 
Museum of Local History, which will be 
located in the former George F. Johnson 
carriage house behind the George F. 
Johnson Library in Endicott.

“Two of these locations have direct 
connections to the windows they will be 

By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
Light and airy: those were the words 

that came to mind when I visited the new 
Temple Israel building. My personal tour 
took place on the afternoon of June 1; the 
building is not finished, but enough is done 
to get a feel of its ambiance. What struck 
me is how many large windows it contains 
and how beautiful the view is from them. 
This is true of almost every room – from 
the sanctuary to the small chapel to the 
conference rooms.

The building is divided into several 
sections. A door to the left of the entrance 
leads to the small chapel. There will be no 
fixed pews so it can serve as a multi-purpose 
room. The space seems perfect for use as 
a meditation room or classroom, or for 
any Jewish-themed activity. Its windows 
offer a beautiful view of the trees behind 
the building.

Federation calendar 
meeting to be held June 16

By Reporter staff
The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton will hold its annual calendar meeting 

on Thursday, June 16, at 3 pm, at the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., 
Vestal. Jewish community organizations have been invited to place their 2016-17 
events and meetings on the calendar.

The Community Calendar can be found on the Federation website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.” Updates or changes can be made by contacting the 
Federation through the website (click on “calendar” and then “click here to request a 
change to the calendar”) or by calling 724-2332.

Federation to show “Run 
Boy Run” on June 22

Mrs. Herman (Jeanette Hain) with Jurek, 
played by twin brothers Andrzej and Kamil 
Tkacz, in “Run Boy Run.” (Photo courtesy 
of Menemsha Films)

Univerciné Nantes 2013; best actress, Montreal 
World Film Festival 2012 and Bavarian Film-
prize 2014; and winner, Kinofest Lünen 2012.

“We had hoped to show ‘Run Boy 
Run’ during our film fest last fall, so we 
are pleased to be able to share it with the 
community this June,” said Sima Auerbach, 
executive director of the Federation. “Join 
us for this wonderful film, which has been 
called a ‘superlative saga of courage and 
compassion.’ All those who bought sub-
scriptions to last fall’s film fest can join us 
as the Federation’s guests.”

TBE windows find local 
homes

receiving,” Auerbach said. “The Levin-
son window will be placed in the Amos 
Patterson Museum of Local History. The 
Levinsons were the first Jewish merchants 
in Endicott. This will complement the 
museum’s other exhibits and allow it to 
tell the story of Jewish settlers in the area. 
It’s a perfect fit!”

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will receive 
the Cahn window, which seems appropriate 
to one of the Cahns’ great-grandchildren, 
Rabbi Rachel Esserman. “The window is 
dedicated to my mom’s mother’s parents,” 
Esserman said. “My grandparents were 
so proud of the synagogue’s connection 
to the church. They would show me the 
plaque outside the sanctuary that told how 
Temple Beth El invited St. Paul’s to hold 
services in the synagogue for two years 
after the church was destroyed in a fire. 
I’m sure both of my grandparents would 

The Levinson window The Cahn window

See “Windows” on page 6

My visit to the new Temple Israel building
The first wing is for administration. It 

includes the main office, the rabbi’s office 
and several other rooms that can serve as 
classrooms or conference rooms. The library 
for adults is also located there. If one walks 
straight, rather than turning left, to that 
wing, there is a central hallway that is also 
filled with windows and light. On one side 
sits the main sanctuary. On the other side 
is a large conference room with walls made 
of glass, which allows even more light to 
enter the building.

The main sanctuary does have fixed 
pews. The ark with the stained glass win-
dows has already been installed. I remember 
the first time I saw it as a child: the light 
shining through the stained glass made it 
seem magical. The ark fits the new building 
so well it’s hard to believe that it wasn’t 
originally designed for that space.

A view of the new sanctuary with the ark and stained glass windows installed.See “New” on page 6
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In My Own Words

Correction
In the article about the Federation calendar meeting, 

the date was incorrect in the article. It should have been 
Thursday, June 16. The Reporter apologizes for the error.

I once searched the Internet for information about a TV 
show host after someone suggested he might be Jewish. 
To my surprise, among the first articles that appeared in 
the listing were several saying he’d died of a heart attack. 
I was stunned: not only was he a young man, but I’d seen 
no mention of this in the daily newspaper or in online 
news. There was a good reason for that, though: the articles 
were from fake news sites, webpages that pretend to be 
legitimate news sources, but aren’t.

When looking at many of these sites, it’s usually obvious 
that the news is phony, although not always. Probably the 
best know is The Onion, www.theonion.com, which calls 

Checking sources
itself  “America’s Finest News Source.” However, in smaller 
type to the right of that line is a Latin quote “Tu stultus 
es,” which means “You’re an idiot.” So, I’m guessing the 
people who write the articles on the site think we’re idiots 
if we actually believe their news.

Sometimes people post a link to an article on Facebook 
while noting that, although it reads like it comes from 
The Onion, the story is true. However, all too often, the 
reverse happens: articles are posted and e-mailed from fake 
news sites and treated as if they are real. When a usually 
reputable news site picks up one of these articles without 
checking the source, that’s a disaster. The fake news then 
gets passed forward with almost no one double checking 
to see if it’s real, because they assume that someone else 
has already done so.

It’s so easy to be taken in by this, especially when 
what’s reported affirms the way we view the world. Since 
I’ve been taken in by this in the past, I try to be careful 
– whether it’s signing a petition or forwarding an e-mail. 

I’m not referring to those cute and/or moving stories of 
what grade school children said to their teachers as much 
as events that show just how awful [fill in the blank here] 
is and how it’s destroying our country.

A lot of fearmongering has been occurring recently 
– whether about the Muslim, Mexican or transgender 
communities, or the Affordable Care Act – and we need 
not only to keep the conversations civil, but make certain 
our facts are correct. One of the best ways to do this is to 
confirm whether or not a story is true: sites such as Snopes, 
www.snopes.com, can help. This is especially important 
during an election year: claiming that a statement sounds 
like something a politician would say is not enough. The 
words really should have come from her or his mouth.

Small communities especially need to be careful be-
cause we depend on each other. Our local community is a 
special place because we’ve been able to respect religious 
differences and work together for the betterment of all. Let’s 
keep that goal in mind before we write or speak.

By Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum 
(JTA) – As Jews, we tend to pride ourselves on our 

tradition’s values and how we pass them on to future 
generations; values such as education, tzedakah, loving 
the stranger, pursuing justice and tikkun olam, “repair of 
the world.” But if you were to start a conversation today 
with a teenager, would you be ready to articulate Jewish 
values related to dating and sexuality?

Several such values can be gleaned straight from the 
Book of Ruth customarily read during the holiday of 
Shavuot, which begins this year on the evening of June 
11. Best known for its embrace of Ruth as a convert to 
Judaism and its emphasis on loving-kindness, the Book 
of Ruth also includes interactions that have a potentially 
sexual cast to them. It is a text that names what it sees 
rather than sugarcoats.

For example, here we read about Boaz, a wealthy kins-
man of Ruth’s destitute, widowed mother-in-law, Naomi. 
Boaz invites Ruth, along with other young women, to collect 
unharvested produce in his fields. He tells Ruth that he has 
instructed his men not to molest her. Naomi, hearing later 
that day about Ruth’s gleaning in Boaz’s fields, admits her 
relief that young men from another field won’t be touching 
her daughter-in-law.

Later Naomi counsels Ruth to make herself as attrac-
tive as possible, to seek out Boaz after his dinner, and to 
“uncover his feet and lie down.” Boaz was a sexual hero 
to our ancestors – one who manages to restrain himself 
for the sake of the dignity and welfare of another. When 
Ruth identifies herself that night, she calls Boaz her 

What sex in a traditional Shavuot reading can teach today’s teens
redeemer – someone who can save her, legally, from 
continued widowhood. But he points out there is an even 
closer relative in the town, whom he goes to look for as 
soon as day breaks. We can also infer that nothing of a 
sexual nature happens between them because of what we 
know about Boaz from the start: He considers everyone 
created in the image of God.

This basic Jewish value, in turn, can lead us to Juda-
ism’s view of the potential sacredness of all relationships, 
including sexual ones. As Rabbi Paul Yedwab teaches in 
“Sex in the Texts,” his guide for Jewish teenagers, “In our 
sexual activities, we need to retain our human character  – 
indeed our divine imprint.”

Finding a potential for divine connection in sexual en-
counters does not make Jewish tradition averse to sex and 
sexuality; it encourages sexual pleasure. But the Jewish 
context is bigger than two consenting adults in a bed. It 
includes remembering in whose image we are created, that 
we are God’s partners in improving and sanctifying life, 
and that freedom and responsibility are both essential for 
authentic relationships that help both partners grow.

Jewish teens, living in a complex world full of competing 
values, need to hear that the more they are able to connect 
sex to love and love to respect, the more deeply satisfied 
and whole both they and their partners will feel. Jewish 
Women International recently produced “Dating Abuse: 
Tools for Talking to Teens,” an online video course for 
parents and teens about healthy relationships, prevention 
of abuse and proven interventions.

The curriculum notes that teens, especially girls, are 

“bombarded with the glorification of idealized, romantic, 
obsessive love” and that many boys are “inundated with 
hyper-sexualized messages reducing relationships to de-
grading sex, glorifying control of women’s bodies, and 
promoting violence.” But it also reminds parents and other 
trusted adults that they can counteract these influences by 
sharing their own values with their children.

Although the Book of Ruth is an ancient text told in 
only four chapters, it can be a source of Jewish values for 
teens entering the world of dating today. These include the 
importance of giving actions their right names; for instance, 
naming any form of coerced or non-consensual sexual 
activity as abuse. Another is that every human act, even 
one that seems instinctive and often depicted as a purely 
physical transaction, deserves the dignity that comes from 
our being God’s partners. A third is that sex is potentially 
holy and not something innately shameful.

Of course, the story of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz has much 
to teach everyone about healthy relationships. JWI’s holiday 
guide, “Rethinking Shavuot: Women, Relationships, and 
Jewish Texts” (available as a free download), provides 
excerpts from the Book of Ruth along with contemporary 
commentaries and conversation starters, especially for 
college-age students and adults at all stages of life.

As the Jewish world prepares to celebrate revelation at 
Shavuot, may we all continue to learn and teach enduring 
Jewish values that continue to be revealed to us through 
our conversations with and about our texts.

Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum is a member of JWI’s Clergy 
Task Force on Domestic Abuse in the Jewish Community.

Gluten-free cheese blintzes for Shavuot: all the love 
without all the guilt

By Dawn Lerman
JNS.org

Editor’s note: In her recently published memoir, “My Fat 
Dad: A Memoir of Food, Love, and Family, with Recipes,” 
New York Times wellness blogger and nutritionist Dawn 
Lerman shares her food journey and that of her father, a 
copywriter from the “Mad Men” era of advertising.

Lerman spent her childhood constantly hungry. She 
craved good food as her father, 450 pounds at his heaviest, 
pursued endless fad diets, from Atkins to Pritikin to all 
sorts of freeze-dried, saccharin-laced concoctions, and 
insisted the family do the same – even though no one else 
was overweight. Lerman’s mother, on the other hand, could 
barely be bothered to eat a can of tuna over the sink. She 
was too busy ferrying her other daughter to acting auditions 

and scolding Lerman for cleaning the house.
“My Fat Dad” is as much a coming-of-age memoir 

as it is a recipe collection from Lermans upbringing and 
culinary adventures. The recipes include some of her 
grandmother’s favorite traditional Jewish dishes, but also 
healthier interpretations of them ranging from gluten-free, 
to dairy-free, to kosher, to vegan.

Ahead of the dairy-oriented Shavuot holiday, JNS.org 
presents the following excerpt from “My Fat Dad,” in 
addition to a recipe for gluten-free cheese blintzes.

My ad man dad was never a morning person. He said 
that when he slept, his best ideas came to him – including 
his award-winning slogans for “Leggo My Eggo,” “Soup 
is Good Food” and “Coke is It.”

On the weekends, my little sister April and I knew the 

only way to awake my father was to make him a scrumptious 
breakfast in bed. Figuring out what to prepare depended on the 
diet du jour and the number on the big chalkboard above the 
scale in our bathroom that showed his current weight. My dad 
weighed himself every morning, every night, and after each 
meal – carefully displaying every victory and every setback 
in white chalk. He usually weighed around 350 pounds, but 
would often fluctuate a hundred pounds on either end. We 
usually knew how our day would be if the numbers were 
going up or down. If the numbers were going down, it might 
be a cheat day; but if the numbers were going up, I had to 
conjure up something tasty, but a little more calorie friendly.

On Shavuot, my dad looked forward to little packages 
of love – aka cheese blintzes. I had made them from scratch 
See “Blintzes” on page 5



June 10-16, 2016 Page 3 - The Reporter

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

OF NOTE

Happy Hour and 
Havdalah at TC

The Temple Concord Outreach Committee will hold 
a second Happy Hour and Havdalah program on Satur-
day, July 2, at 7 pm, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton.

The event will offer time for socializing and an oppor-
tunity to make new friends. Light refreshments will be 
served. The group will move to a local restaurant for dinner 
at 8:15 pm, following the happy hour. Dinner reservations 
will be made to provide adequate seating.

Organizers noted that they had “a great turnout” for the 
first happy hour program this past winter.

To attend or for more information, call the temple office 
at 723-7355, by Thursday, June 30. The public has been 
invited to attend.

Shapiro
Rose Jeanette Shapiro graduated from Binghamton Uni-

versity. She received her master of science in elementary 
special education. Her parents are Ruth and Jeff Shapiro. 
She resides in Vestal.

If your baby was born between July 2015 and July 
2016, submit your baby’s picture to The Reporter 
for the annual Family Focus issue, which 
will be published on July 1. Pictures must 
be delivered by Tuesday, June 21. Parents 
and grandparents are welcome to put a photo 
into an envelope and stop by or mail to The 
Reporter’s office at the JCC (500 Clubhouse 

The Reporter wants the community
to kvell with you

Rd., Vestal, NY 13850), slide it under our door if we’re 
not open, or e-mail to TReporter@aol.com as 
a JPG or TIF. Please include the baby’s name, 
sex, date of birth, parents’ names, grandpar-
ents’ names and great-grandparents’ names.

Photos may be picked up at The Reporter 
after July 1 or include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope and it will be mailed back to you.

By Ruth Ellen Gruber
KRAKOW, Poland (JTA) – For the sixth year in a row, 

the seven synagogues in Krakow’s historic Jewish district, 
Kazimierz, opened their doors for 7@Nite – or the Night 
of the Synagogues, a one-night mini-festival aimed at 
bolstering Jewish pride and promoting Jewish awareness 
among the public. Each synagogue – from the Gothic Old 
Synagogue, now a Jewish historical museum, to the ornate 
19th century Tempel Synagogue, used for both services and 
cultural events – hosted an exhibit, concert, film or other 
event illustrating contemporary Jewish culture in Poland 
and around the world.

“The most important message is that this is an open 
event, carried out by Jews – for everybody,” said Karina 
Sokolowska, the Poland director of the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee.

Organized by the JDC, the Krakow Jewish Community 
Center and the Krakow Jewish Religious Community, 7@
Nite first took place in 2011. Since then it has become 
an annual event that begins with an open-air Havdalah 
ceremony ending Shabbat conducted from the roof of the 
JCC. From the conclusion of Havdalah – at around 10:30 
pm Saturday – until 2:30 am Sunday, thousands of people 
troop off to visit the synagogues, all of which are located 
within a few blocks of each other.

Organizers estimated that this year’s Havdalah, on 
Saturday, drew a record 1,400 people who crowded into 
the JCC courtyard. “Go and enjoy the synagogues,” JCC 
Executive Director Jonathan Ornstein told them. “The 

In Krakow, Night of the Synagogues bolsters 
Jewish pride

Young visitors entered the Isaak Jakubowicz Synagogue 
in Krakow during the Night of the Synagogues in the wee 
hours of the morning, June 5, 2016. (Ruth Ellen Gruber)

Jewish heritage of Krakow does not just belong to the Jews 
but to all of us. As Cracovians, be proud.”

The event was advertised with posters throughout the 
city, and a constant flow of people moved in and out of 
the synagogues throughout the opening hours. The over-
whelming majority were young, non-Jewish Cracovians.

With only about 20,000 Jews, Poland has experienced a 
public fascination with Poland’s Jewish heritage, including 
dozens of Jewish museums and culture festivals often run 
by non-Jews. Some said they had made it a point to come 
to Kazimierz to take part. “It’s the only day of the year 
that you can see all the synagogues, and I came last year 
and two years ago, too,” said Natalia Giemza, 23, who is 
not Jewish, but said she had taken university courses on 
Jewish history.

Other visitors made a quick visit to a synagogue or two 
part of a Saturday night out. In recent years, the Kazimierz 
district has become the city’s liveliest center of youth-ori-
ented nightlife, and pubs, clubs, cafes and restaurants were 
crowded on a warm night. “We were just out drinking and 
thought, why not?” said Mateus, 22, who joined a group of 
friends visiting the baroque Izaak Synagogue after 1 am.

Built in the 17th century, the Izaak has a towering vaulted 
ceiling and frescoed decoration, and is used for regular ser-
vices. For 7@Nite, it hosted an exhibit on Ethiopian Jews 
with a hummus and pita snack bar in its courtyard. “I’ve 
been in other synagogues, but never the Izaak,” Mateus 
said. One of the reasons he had wanted to visit, he said, 
was “to gain knowledge about our roots.

“I’m not Jewish or Catholic, but I think there is some 
Jewish blood in my ancestry,” he said. Mateus said he did 
not, however, plan to join the JCC or take any other steps 
toward affiliation.

His friend Jakub said he was Catholic, but he and his 
parents “have always been interested in Jewish things.”

The 7@Nite event was staffed by volunteers who 
managed crowds, handed out kippot to visiting men and 
kept head counts of visitors. Most were not Jewish and, 
according to the JDC’s Sololowska, some had come from 
as far as the northwestern city of Szczeczin, hundreds of 
miles away, to take part. “I’m Catholic and I started vol-
unteering at the JCC two years ago,” said graduate student 
Anna Wilkosz, who said that by midnight well over 1,000 
people had visited the Kupa synagogue. “I felt it was urgent 
to be involved.”

Not everyone who turned out for the event, however, 
demonstrated a positive interest in Jews and Judaism. 
Outside the Tempel Synagogue, where young Poles danced 
wildly to freestyling by the American Jewish rapper Kosha 
Dillz, a bald man in his 30s said he was “mad at the Jews.”

“I’m mad at the Jews because Jews all say that the Poles 
killed them in World War II, but I know history – Poles 
saved them,” declared the man, who said he was a tour 

guide. His remarks appeared to reflect a campaign in recent 
months by Poland’s new hard-right government to absolve 
Poles of charges of complicity in the persecution of Jews 
during the Holocaust.

Much of that campaign centers on the Polish-American 
historian Jan Gross, the author of several books since 2000 
that examine episodes during and after the Holocaust, 
including the murder of Jews in the village of Jedwabne, 
in which Poles killed their Jewish neighbors or targeted 
Jews with violence. In October, soon after coming to power, 
See “Krakow” on page 8
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Is an action truly altruistic if it also benefits the person per-
forming it? Is behavior completely selfish if others also gain 
by its performance? Defining our behavior – and the reasons 
behind it – is the perfect topic for a novel, particularly when its 
plot deals with the moral ramifications of a choice. Two recent 
works about World War II – “Early One Morning” by Virginia 
Baily (Little, Brown and Company) and “Everyone Has Their 
Reasons” by Joseph Matthews (PM Press) – feature characters 
who are forced to make choices that are less than clear cut. The 
characters must then face the consequences of their actions.

Some decisions are made at the spur of the moment, which 
is what occurs in “Early One Morning.” When Chiara Ravello 
visits the Jewish section of Rome one morning in 1943, she 
doesn’t expect to return home with Daniele Levi, a young 

Making difficult choices
Jewish boy. Yet, a quick exchange of glances with his mother 
is enough for Chiara to claim the child as her nephew while the 
rest of his family – parents and siblings – are led off by the SS 
and Italian soldiers. Hiding the Jewish youth is complicated and 
dangerous, especially when Chiara’s sister – who suffers from 
epilepsy and developmental issues – takes a dislike to Daniele.

Events from the 1940s reverberate throughout the 
decades, not only in Chiara’s life. When, in the 1970s, 
teenager Maria Kelly discovers she has a connection to 
Daniele, her world turns upside down. Horrified by what 
she learns, Maria contacts Chiara. At first, Chiara wants 
nothing to do with the girl. But, as more is revealed, Chi-
ara realizes she has to come to terms with what happened 
during the war and the years afterward.

I’m being deliberately vague on the plot line in order not 
to spoil its many surprises. Baily’s novel grabbed me from 
its beginning: the first chapter moved me to tears and the 
final one left me sobbing. That is not a complaint, though, 
as this powerful, shocking and beautiful work speaks about 
the strength of love and the difficult decisions – good and 
bad – we make in its name.

While Chiara must deal with the difficulty of living in Fascist 
Italy, the narrator of “Everyone Has Their Reasons” portrays the 
problems refugees faced in 1930s Europe – particularly those 
unable to find a legal home. Herschel Grynszpan, a 17-year-old 
Jewish Polish-German refugee, hopes to find asylum in Paris 
with his aunt and uncle. Worried about not only himself, but 
See “Choices” on page 8

To place a legal notice, contact
Bonnie at 724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is
 hereby designated as agent
 of the LLC upon whom
 process against it may be
 served.  The post office
 address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him
 or her is: 471 ANNE ROAD,
 WINDSOR, NEW YORK,
 13865.

5. The character or purpose
 of the business of the LLC is
 any purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Wilkes-Barre, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 5/2/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful  Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Polaris, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 5/2/16. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY UNDER THE

NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY LAW

Notice is hereby given of the 
formation of Covas 123 LLC (the  
“Company”) for the transaction of 
business in the State of New York 
and elsewhere.

1. The name of the Company is
 Covas 123 LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles of
 Organization were filed with
 the New York Secretary of State
 on January 13, 2016.

3. The Company’s office within New
 York State is located in Broome
 County.

4. The New York Secretary of State
 has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served. The Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any such
 process served upon him
 or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,
 Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
 220, Binghamton, New York
 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except

LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is V&H
 Handling Systems, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is May 3,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or
 her is: 4410 Linglestown Road,
 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
 17112.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Jablon Studios LLC

Arts. Of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 06/18/15.  
Office location: Broome County. 
Princ. Office of LLC:  10 Alice Street 
Binghamton, NY 13904. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC at the addr. of its princ. 
office.  Purpose:  any lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Down And 
Out, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/26/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: PO Box 673, Windsor, 
NY  13865.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was May 9, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: James 
W. Orband, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 TECK PRECISION LLC.

2. The date of filing of the
 Articles of Organization with
 the Secretary of State is MAY
 16, 2016. 

 to do any business in New York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some other
 business entity or natural person
 to be formed or used for such
 business.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Saunders 
Road Enterprises, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 05/03/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 35 Hardy Rd., Johnson 
City, NY  13790.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: 87-89 Prospect Avenue 
Holdings, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles of 
Organization of the Company with 
the Secretary of State was May 
17, 2016. The county in which the 
principal place of business of the 
Company shall be located is Broome 
County. The Secretary of State 
has been designated as agent of 
the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the Company, to 
Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: 
Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY OMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Eck Plastic Holdings, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was May 17, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Advisor Development, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was May 27, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

B&BCS, LLC, a domestic LLC, 
filed with the SSNY on 3/9/16. 

Office location: Broome. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Ryan Herceg, 26 Maple St., 
Harpursville, NY 13787. General 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Lalor Shared 
Services, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
June 3, 2016. The county in which 
the principal place of business of 
the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent of the Company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Upstate Entertainment 
Productions, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
June 3, 2016. The county in which 
the principal place of business of 
the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent of the Company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of DMKH, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/18/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 111 Newlands St., Chevy 
Chase, MD  20815.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Whole Health Nutrition 
Center, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
June 3, 2016. The county in which 
the principal place of business of 
the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent of the Company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.

      L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: JBK Holdings, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was April 21, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
TMZK Interprise LLC

Articles of Organization filed 
with the New York State Dept of 
State (NYSDS) on Feb 16 2016. 
Office location: Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The Post Office address to which 
the NYSDS shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is: c/o United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 
13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228 The principal business 
address of the LLC is: PO BOX 
3107, Binghamton, NY 13902 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Wagner
 Farm & Forest, LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is April 28,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 4250 East
 Tremont Avenue, Bronx, New
 York 10465

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of At Your 
Service Transportation LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/08/16.  Office location: 
Broome County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: Shawn P Connelly, 
22 Livingston St Apt 1L, Binghamton, 
NY  13903.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
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Congregation Tikkun v’Or, 2550 N. 
Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, will hold “Being 
on the Mountain: A Celebration of Shavuot” 
with Rabbi Jeff Roth, a teacher of Jewish 
Mindfulness Meditation, on Saturday-Sun-
day, June 11-12. The weekend will include 
four events:

 � “Mindfulness Meditation: Devekut – 
Aligning ourselves with the Divine” on June 
11, from 7:30-9:15 pm. Roth will present 
a Jewish theological approach to under-
standing mindfulness meditation focusing 

on the possibility of using mindfulness 
meditation as a contemporary mystical/
spiritual practice.

 � “From Shabbat to Shavuot/Chanting” 
on June 11 from 9:30-11 pm. A Havda-
lah service will mark the transition from 
Shabbat to Shavuot and will include candle 
lighting and an extended period for chanting 
of nigunim (wordless melodies) to open 
people’s hearts.

 � “Contemplative Shavuot Service” on 
June 12 from 10 am-noon. Teachings, 

chants, silence and contemplative liturgy 
will be used to celebrate Shavuot. Roth will 
introduce the four interwoven reality planes 
that Jewish mystics see as the components 
of the universe where “everything is God 
and nothing but God.” During the service, 
the story of the revelation at Sinai and the 
Ten Commandments will be read from the 
Torah. This will be followed by a dish-to-
pass lunch from noon-1:30 pm.

 � “To the Top of the Mountain: Cultivating 
Loving Kindness and Compassion” on June 

12 from 1:30-3:30 pm. The afternoon’s prac-
tice will focus on cultivating loving-kind-
ness and compassion. Those attending will 
learn a form of practice focusing on the 
repetition of phrases of blessing.

The events are open to the community 
and people can come for one or all of the 
sessions. Anyone planning on attending 
the lunch should bring a dish to share. At 
each session, there will be an opportunity 
to make a contribution in appreciation for 
Roth’s teachings. There is no fee to attend.

several times with my maternal grandmother 
Beauty before we moved from Chicago to 
New York City, but never by myself. When I 
called my grandmother for guidance, she said 
that since I was almost 10, which was her age 
when she started making the blintzes for her 
family and the boarders who lived in her home, 
she knew I could do it. But my grandmother 
always thought I could do everything perfectly, 
which was not always the case – especially 
when it came to singing and dancing, which 
were my 4-year-old little sister’s forte.

“The trick to not being overwhelmed 
making the blintzes is to do it in two parts,” 
said Beauty. “In the evening, make the 
crepes for the shell and fill them so they 
would have time to set overnight and be 
ready for frying in the morning.” 

Beauty said the smell of the blintzes frying 
in butter could arouse even the deepest of 
sleepers. With my grandmother’s encour-
agement, I began gathering the cheese for 
the filling, and the yogurt and berries for 
the topping. I wanted my blintzes to be as 
delicious as the traditional Jewish ones that 
my dad loved – but these ones needed to be 
a little lighter on calories. My dad was now 
a top creative director at a major ad agency, 
and appearances were very important to his 
clients – especially since his clients included 
many major fast food and beverage products.

According to Beauty, the secret to making 
the perfect blintzes was to get the shell pa-
per-thin. “It’s all in all the wrist,” she would 
say. I remember, when I was little, watching 
her effortlessly tilt the hot pan as she poured 
in the silky batter. She would carefully swirl 
the liquid mixture to evenly coat the bottom of 
the cast-iron skillet. After about 30 seconds, 
she would run a knife around the edge of 
the crepe to prevent it from sticking. I had 
seen my grandmother prepare the blintzes so 
many times that I was confident that I could 
replicate them, even though I was swapping 
my father’s diet protein powder for flour – 
making sure they met the requirements of 
his new low-carbohydrate diet.

Wanting to surprise my dad, I waited 
until he fell asleep to prepare his special 
breakfast. I carefully made the crepes just 
the way Beauty showed me. Ever since I 
was big enough to reach the counter with a 
step stool, I had helped her mix, fill, and roll.

In the morning, when I began frying 
the assembled blitzes, my dad flew into 
the kitchen. “Is that what I think it is?” he 

asked, delighted as he saw the displayed 
blintzes that my sister and I arranged on 
my grandmother’s best china.

As I watched my dad enjoy the glu-
ten-free blintzes with no mention of the 
ingredient swaps, I realized I could help 
my dad reach his weight loss goals, while 
still enjoying the foods that conjured fond 
memories from his childhood.
Beauty’s cheese blintzes – with a twist

Yield: 4 to 6 servings
My grandmother used to call these “lit-

tle packages of love.” They consist of thin 
dough around sweetened cheese, topped 
with fresh fruit. They’re perfect for brunch 
or anytime you want to make loved ones feel 
special. What follows is a diet-friendly ver-
sion of my grandmother’s original recipe.

For the crepe batter:
3 mashed bananas
3 Tbsp. milk or skim milk
6 scoops protein powder of your choice
1½ cup egg whites, beaten until stiff
Cooking spray for pan
For the cheese filling:
12 oz. farmer’s cheese
4 oz. cream cheese, softened
1/3 cup sugar
1 tsp. lemon juice
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 egg yolk
Pinch of salt
Toppings:
Powdered sugar (optional)
2 cups berries, sliced thin

Dollop of yogurt
To make the batter:
Prepare batter. Mash the bananas and add 

the milk. Then stir in the protein powder 
and egg whites. Make sure you beat the egg 
whites separately until stiff, and then fold in.

Note: The blintzes have a better texture 
if the batter rests for half an hour at room 
temperature. You can also let the filling 
chill for half an hour in the refrigerator. If 
the batter gets too thick while it is sitting, 
you can thin it with a little bit of cold water. 

Make the filling. Combine all of the fill-
ing ingredients in a bowl and mix together 
until smooth.

To make the crepes:
1. Grease a 6- or 7-inch skillet until it is 

hot, but not smoking.
2. Put a ladle full of batter into the skillet. 

Tilt pan to swirl the batter so it covers the 
bottom of the skillet.

3. Fry on one side until bubbles form and 
the top is set. The bottom should be golden 
brown. Carefully loosen edges of the crepe 
and slip it out of the skillet onto a plate.

4. Repeat the above procedure until all 
the batter is used. Grease skillet each time 
before pouring batter.

5. After all the crepes are made, begin 
filling them. The brown side should be 
facing up. Place 3 tablespoons of filling 
on one edge.

6. Roll once to cover filling. Fold the 
sides into the center and continue rolling 
until completely closed.

7. After all the blintzes are assembled, heat 
2 tablespoons of butter in the skillet and place 
each crepe, seam side down, in the skillet. 
Fry 2 minutes on each side, turning once.

8. Serve with a dollop of yogurt, gar-
nish with fresh berries and sprinkle with 
powdered sugar.

Dawn Lerman is a board-certified nutri-
tion expert and the author of the best-selling 
book “My Fat Dad: A Memoir of Food, 
Love, and Family, With Recipes” (Berkley 
Books, September 2015).

Blintzes Continued from page 2

A young Dawn Lerman ready to cook with 
her grandmother Beauty. (Photo courtesy 
Dawn Lerman)

Cheese blintzes topped with blackberries. 
(Illustrative photo by Susanica Tam via 
Wikimedia Commons)
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be thrilled to know this window will help 
commemorate that connection.”

The Federation is still accepting funds 
toward the cost of moving the windows. 
Auerbach noted that 50 percent of the 
fund-raising goal has been reached. The 
cost of removing the windows is just under 
$10,000 and the removal is expected to occur 
within the next few weeks. Those wishing 
to make a donation can do so by filling out 

the coupon below.
“Anyone who talks to me knows that 

Jewish stories of this area are my passion,” 
Auerbach said. “So many people have spo-
ken about how special the Endicott Jewish 
community was to them and what wonderful 
memories they have of those days. It’s just 
marvelous that the legacy of Temple Beth 
El will live on.”

Windows Continued from page 1

Behind the sanctuary is an auditorium. 
There is a movable wall between the two 
rooms, which can be opened during holidays 
or simchas when more space is needed. 
Close to the auditorium are the two kitchens: 
one for meat and one for dairy.

On the far side of the building is the class-
room wing, which includes the children’s 
library and a cafeteria. The pre-kindergarten 
room has its own sink and bathroom, and a 
door to the outside of the building for easy 
access to the playground (which still needs 

The outside of the Temple Israel building, with the Holocaust memorial in the background.

to be rebuilt). Other rooms include special 
features related to their use.

What is impressive is the building’s 
use of windows to bring the beauty of 
nature indoors – something that is not 
as apparent when the synagogue is only 
viewed from the outside. Buildings that 
are light and airy can make people feel at 
home. That’s what a synagogue is to its 
community: a spiritual home. Congratu-
lations to Temple Israel members on their 
new building and home.

New Continued from page 1

Chabad held end-of-year programs

Graduates gathered at Chabad on May 13 for drinks and snacks and to take the traditional “class picture.”

Graduates addressed their peers and lower classmen on May 13, sharing their memories 
and advice for those staying on.

Graduates attended a wine and cheese event 
on May 18. The program included greetings 
from a graduating senior, Nathan Kaplan, 
Chabad alumnus Dr. Jon Hershkowitz ‘87, 
Binghamton University President Harvey 
Stenger (pictured) and BU Vice President 
for Student Affairs Brian Rose. A slide show 
featuring the graduates was shown and 
special awards were given.

Six students who are making aliyah were recognized, including five through Garin Tzabar, 
an IDF program for “lone soldiers,” youth from abroad who wish to make aliyah. They 
were gifted a letter from Yarder Avnor, class of 2015 who joined Garin Tzabar last year. 
She detailed her advice and words of encouragement. All of the graduates received 
parting gifts from Chabad.
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In Madagascar, a new community chooses to be Jewish

The conversion process included full body immersions in a river located a 90-minute 
drive away from Antananarivo, Madagascar’s capital. (Photo by Deborah Josefson)

After 10 days of festive conversion rites, 12 couples were wed in Jewish ceremonies. 
(Photo by Deborah Josefson)

By Deborah Josefson
ANTANANARIVO, Madagascar (JTA) 

– A nascent Jewish community was officially 
born in Madagascar in May when 121 men, 
women and children underwent Orthodox 
conversions on the remote Indian Ocean 
island nation better known for lemurs, 
chameleons, dense rain forests and vanilla. 
The conversions, which took place over a 
10-day period, were the climax of a pro-
cess that arose organically five to six years 
ago when followers of various messianic 
Christian sects became disillusioned with 
their churches and began to study Torah.

Through self-study and with guidance 
from Jewish internet sources and corre-
spondence with rabbis in Israel, they now 
pray in Sephardic-accented Hebrew and 
strictly observe the Sabbath and holidays.

The conversions were facilitated by 
Kulanu, a New York-based nonprofit that 
specializes in supporting isolated and 
emerging Jewish communities, but were 
initiated by the residents. “Now that we’ve 
re-established the state of Israel, it is time to 
re-establish the Jewish people, especially in 
the Diaspora,” said Bonita Nathan Sussman, 
vice president of Kulanu.

Her husband, Rabbi Gerald Sussman 
of Temple Emanuel on Staten Island in 
New York, added: “We are in the process 
of reconstituting the Jewish people, which 
would have been more numerous had it not 
been decimated by the Holocaust and had 
we not lost millions of Jews in Arab lands.”

Beginning on May 9, members of the 
community came before a Beit Din, or 
rabbinical court, convened for the occasion 
at the Le Pave Hotel in the Madagascar 
capital. The court comprised three rabbis 
with Orthodox ordinations: Rabbi Oizer 
Neumann of Brooklyn, Rabbi Achiya De-
louya of Montreal and Rabbi Pinchas Klein 
of Philadelphia. All three belong to a group 
of rabbis who serve far-flung Jewish com-
munities and support converting emergent 
Jewish groups. Delouya, whose background 
is Moroccan, spoke with the converts in their 
second official language, French, and also 
provided Sephardic influences for which 
the Madagascar community feel an affinity.

The conversion process included periods 
of intensive Torah study, interviews by the 
Beit Din and full body immersions in a 

river located a 90-minute drive away from 
Antananarivo. A privacy tent was hastily 
erected beside the river for the occasion, 
and a festive atmosphere ensued as men, 
women and children, ranging in age from 
3 to 85, lined up to take the ritual plunge. 
Additionally, the Madagascar men, who are 
already circumcised, underwent “hatafat 
dam brit,” or ritual penile bloodletting, to 
affirm their new faith.

The 10-day period concluded with 12 
Jewish weddings and a symposium on 
Madagascar’s Israelite connections fea-
turing a keynote address by Tudor Parfitt, 
a British scholar and expert on the Lost 
Tribes of Israel.

Indeed, many Malagasies, as the island-
ers are known, believe they are of Jewish 
or Israelite descent, and that their founders 
were seafaring members of the Lost Tribes. 
Belief in the “Malagasy secret” persists 
despite evidence that most Malagasies are 
of Indonesian and African origin.

According to local lore, Madagascar 
is the biblical land of Ophir and played 
a pivotal role in providing construction 
materials to King Solomon’s temple. Many 
also believe that the Ark of the Covenant 
and other ritualistic temple items are bur-
ied on the island. Even Prince Ndriana 
Rabarioelina, a descendant of the Merina 
monarchy of Madagascar, asserts Jewish 
ancestry. He told JTA that up to 80 percent 
of Malagasies can claim Jewish roots. He 
asserts that portions of the tablets, Moses’ 
rod and a copy of the Book of Daniel are 
safeguarded by descendants of Levites in 
the Vatamasina-Vohipeno region of Mada-
gascar. Additionally, several Merina tombs, 
including those of his family, bear Hebrew 
symbols or letters, he said.

Nevertheless, evidence of a historic 
Judaic presence in Madagascar is scarce, 
and what signs can be found could date 
from the seventh century, when traders 
from Arab lands sailed to the island, or 
the 1500s, when conversos may have 
been among the Portuguese sailors who 
established trading posts.

Madagascar, a country of 20 million 
people, is awash with missionaries. Some 
50 percent of the population practices some 
form of Christianity, while most of the 
other half practices an indigenous animist 

faith in which ancestor worship features 
prominently. Approximately 7 percent of 
the population is Muslim.

While many Malagasies were brought to 
Judaism through study of the Old Testament 

and a sincere effort to get closer to God, some 
see the practice of Judaism as a return to 
their roots and an overthrowing of the last 
vestiges of colonialism. “I was a victim of 
See “Madagascar” on page 11
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the fate of his parents in Germany, he makes a decision that 
reverberates throughout the continent. Based on the real life 
person who shot a member of the German embassy in Paris 
– the event said to have triggered Kristallnacht – the novel 
consists of the letters Herschel writes to his German lawyer 
to explain the assassination.

While his lawyer seems most interested in learning 
who helped him in the days before the shooting, Herschel 
has a different point of view. He believes that in order to 
understand his actions, people have to understand the re-
ality of refugee life. Therefore, he tells of how his parents 
sent him from Germany to live with relatives in Brussels, 
who – unable to help him – sent him to Paris. Herschel 
notes how, even though his uncle was sponsoring him, it 
was impossible for him to receive a visa to live in France. 
His life is complicated by the fact that he has a Polish 
passport – even though he was born in Germany – and 
that neither country wants him. Surviving becomes an 
ordeal, as it’s difficult not only to find work, but a place 
to live. Herschel’s letters also tell of his years in different 
French and German prisons, and his precarious mental 
state throughout. Compounding matters are his fears about 
what has happened to his parents and sister. It’s thought 
that their expulsion from Germany to Poland may have 
precipitated the shooting. However, the reasons for the 

shooting prove more complex than expected, as Herschel 
notes that an action may be taken for more than one reason.

“Everyone Has Their Reasons” is not easy reading, both 
because of its content and its dense prose. However, it’s worth 
persevering if only for the way Matthews portrays the difficul-
ties refugees faced – everything from never truly having enough 
to eat to finding ways to bathe when you have no permanent 
address. Herschel knows he needs to avoid attention – from 
the police and those looking to report foreigners – yet, without 
money, it’s nearly impossible to pass the day without calling 
attention to himself. The author shows how the increasing bad 
news – in France and Germany – affects Herschel, leaving 
him to try to find a way to prevent the worst from happening. 
While Herschel comes across as naive at times, he is wise 
enough to wonder how a life should be judged: for its good 
actions, its bad or a combination of both.

Taken together, “Early One Morning” and “Everyone 
Has Their Reasons” enrich our understanding of what it 
means to live in a complex world where decisions are often 
made between choices that would have been unacceptable 
if there were other options. In today’s world, we are still 
faced with many of the same types of decisions. While 
neither book offers firm answers, both suggest ways for 
readers to better understand these types of choices and, 
perhaps, think more clearly about their own lives.

Choices Continued from page 4

the government opened a libel investigation against Gross 
based on an article he wrote asserting that “Poles killed 
more Jews during the [Second World] war than they did 
Germans.” Prosecutors questioned Gross for five hours 
in April. The investigation was based on an article in the 
Criminal Code that punishes those who “insult” Poland.

Yet most visitors seemed to take part in the Night of the 
Synagogues in a spirit of good will. At midnight, Giemza 
and a friend entered the 17th-century Kupa Synagogue, which 
is decorated with colorful frescoes. It hosted a photo and 
interview exhibit about contemporary Polish Jewish identity. 
They carried hamsas, the hand-shaped Middle Eastern good 
luck charm, that they had made in an art workshop taking 
place at another of the synagogues. “I hope to get to all the 
synagogues tonight,” Giemza said. “It’s really great for me.”

American rapper Kosha Dillz performed at the Tempel 
Synagogue. (Ruth Ellen Gruber)

Krakow Continued from page 3

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
Muhammad Ali pleaded for Daniel 
Pearl’s life

When Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl was 
kidnapped by Islamic extremists in January 2002, one of the 
most famous American Muslims of the day, Muhammad Ali, 
pleaded publicly for his release and life. “I appeal to you to 
show Daniel Pearl compassion and kindness,” Ali implored 
Pearl’s abductors, who would behead the journalist in Pakistan 
after nine days of captivity, although his fate would not be 
known for another three weeks. “Treat him as you would wish 
all Muslims to be treated by others,” entreated Ali, who died 
on June 3 at 74. “Daniel should not become another victim of 
the ongoing conflict. It is my most sincere prayer that Daniel 
Pearl be permitted to return safely to his family. May Allah have 
mercy on us all.” Pearl’s parents, Judea and Ruth, also asked 
Louis Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of Islam, to intercede 
with the abductors. “Farrakhan said, day after day, that he 
wasn’t ready and when he was finally ready it was too late,” 
Judea Pearl, who was born in Israel, recalled on June 4. By 
contrast, Pearl noted, “Ali did not hesitate a minute and issued 
a plea that only Satan could resist; it was published next day 
in Pakistan. Ali further called me by phone and insisted on 
being invited to the party once Danny was released.” Instead 
of the anticipated celebration to mark the journalist’s hoped-
for return, Ali and his wife were invited to attend the private 
memorial service on March 10, 2002, at the Skirball Cultural 
Center in Los Angeles. At the service, Ali walked in slowly, 
showing clear signs of the degenerative Parkinson’s disease 
that eventually contributed to his death. But he brightened as 
Judea Pearl, a UCLA professor, mentioned Ali’s intercession 
for Daniel and lauded the legendary boxing champion and 
social activist as “a champion of humanity.” In memory of 
their son, Judea and Ruth Pearl established the Daniel Pearl 
Foundation to support causes that inspired his life, including 
promotion of cross-cultural understanding and prevention of 
hate-based violence.

Jewish Theatre in Warsaw closed 
over building’s dangerous condition

The Jewish Theatre building in Warsaw was closed at the 
request of the district construction supervisor’s office. The 
official reason given for the closure on June 3 is the poor 
physical condition of the building. For the past several months, 

however, a private developer who wants to build an office 
skyscraper at the site has called for the closing of the theater. 
The Social-Cultural Jewish Association sold the Grzybowski 
Square building last year because of financial problems. “The 
money from the sale of the property was necessary to keep 
open all of our branches in Poland,” Anna Kiedrzynska-Tui, 
a spokesman for the association, told JTA. “The building for 
many years was in bad condition, and we did not have the 
financial capacity to cover the cost to repair it or build a new 
one.” The city of Warsaw owns the building. “The building 
is not in the best condition, but in our opinion, it does not 
threaten the public safety,” Agnieszka Klab, a City Council 
spokeswoman, said in May in an interview with Radio Eska. 
Ghelamco, a developing company, has pledged that there will 
be a place for the Jewish Theatre in a new building. But the 
theater would have to relocate during the construction of a 
new building. If a temporary location cannot be found during 
the construction, then all of the theater’s employees and actors 
could lose their jobs. The Jewish Theatre in Warsaw is the 
only theater in Poland performing in Yiddish, and one of two 
in Europe, including the Jewish Theater in Bucharest. It was 
created in 1950 and its headquarters were built with funding 
from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. 
The director of the theater is Golda Tencer, an actress and 
director, organizer of the Festival of Jewish Culture “Singer’s 
Warsaw” and the International Seminar in Yiddish Language 
and Culture in Warsaw.

Netanyahu reportedly agrees to Arab 
peace push

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reportedly consented 
to regional efforts for Israeli-Palestinian peace, which he 
wants to supplant the French-led international push that 
just launched. Citing a Channel 2 TV report, the Times of 
Israel reported that Netanyahu “said yes” on June 2 to a 
new Egyptian-Saudi Arabia endeavor for regional progress 
toward peace. Netanyahu spoke by phone with U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry on that day, before the Paris peace 
summit on June 3, and the conversation was a reason the 
summit’s concluding statement was vague and set no date 
for a follow-up meeting, according to the report. Netanyahu 
also called France’s foreign minister, Jean-Marc Ayrault, soon 
after the summit ended, and advised France and its allies to 
press Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to 
restart direct talks with Israel, the report said. Pushing a new 

international process now could threaten the success of the 
Arab effort already underway, he reportedly said. Netanyahu 
has for weeks been saying that the Paris summit is the wrong 
approach and that direct talks are the only effective strategy 
for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Dore Gold, 
director general of Israel’s Foreign Ministry, told the Times 
of Israel earlier that week that by improving ties with Arab 
states, Israel hopes to push the Palestinian peace process 
ahead. “The conventional wisdom for the last few decades 
has been that a solution to the Palestinian issues will result 
in improved ties between Israel and the Arab world,” he said. 
“But there is a serious basis for thinking that, actually, the 
sequence is exactly the opposite – that by improving ties with 
the Arab states, we set the stage for a future breakthrough 
with the Palestinians.” Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister used 
the June 3 summit in Paris as a platform for promoting the 
2002 Arab Peace Initiative. The Saudi minister said the 
initiative “does not need changing or adjusting, it is on the 
table as is.” While Netanyahu has voiced support for parts 
of the initiative, he has emphasized that it would merely be 
a starting point and that Israel would not agree to all of its 
terms. The Arab Peace Initiative calls for Israel to withdraw 
from all territories gained in the 1967 Six-Day War and to 
reach a mutually agreed upon resolution to the Palestinian 
refugee problem. In exchange, the Arab world would nor-
malize ties with Israel.
Tel Aviv Gay Pride Parade draws 
200,000 revelers

Approximately 200,000 people, including many tourists, 
gathered in central Tel Aviv for the city’s 23rd gay pride event. 
The event, whose theme this year is women in the gay, lesbian 
and transgender community, kicked off the morning of June 
3 at Gan Meir, a park that houses the Tel Aviv Municipal 
LGBT Center. A representative of the center presented an 
award to journalist Ilana Dayan and Ilana Shirazi, an orga-
nizer of lesbian marriage ceremonies. Tel Aviv Mayor Ron 
Huldai then gave the signal for the start of the Gay Pride 
Parade, which featured a procession with floats and music 
terminating at a beach party in south Tel Aviv. 
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(StatePoint) – There are always several 
reasons to celebrate the start of summer! 
Beyond the kick-off to a season of outdoor 
sun and fun, it’s the perfect time to honor 
dads and grads.

Whether thanking Dad on Father’s Day 
or applauding the accomplishments of a 
new graduate, there are many ways to do so 
without over-taxing your wallet. Here are 
some helpful tips from the experts at Dollar 
General to celebrate these special occasions 
easily and affordably.

 � Tech Gifts – If you’re looking for some-
thing practical to give Dad or your recent 

How to celebrate dads and grads 
on a budget

graduate, think about a tech gift. A new pair 
of headphones, a tablet or portable speakers 
will be appreciated in today’s on-the-go 
world, and these gifts can help your loved 
one navigate a busy schedule.

 � Throw a Summer Party – Consider gifting 
Dad new grilling accessories so he can show 
off his skills, or throwing an outdoor party 
for your new graduate. Summer is the best 
time for friends, family and neighbors to 
get together to celebrate. Use colorful plates, 
napkins and tablecloths to set the mood for 
your party. Discount retailers have everyday 
low prices on paper products, condiments, 
grilling accessories and more for one-stop 
shopping to aid with your party planning.

 � Gift Cards – If you’re shopping for a picky 
Dad or graduate, or looking for an easy or 
last-minute gift, gift cards are a convenient 
way to give something that will be appreciated 
and used. Consider gift cards for technology, 
restaurants and other retailers.

Israel is now the land of milk and whiskey

Pelter Winery is now distilling whiskey and other spirits. The still in the background is from 
Cognac, France, and once was used by Remy Martin. (Photo courtesy of Pelter Winery)

Milk and Honey, a distillery in Jaffa, recently opened a visitor’s center that offers tours, 
tastings and private events. (Photo courtesy of Milk and Honey)

By Yardena Schwartz
KATZRIN, Israel (JTA) – David Zibell 

is busy testing the alcohol level of the liquid 
flowing out of his outdoor copper still. Then, 
touching his head to ensure his kippah is 
in place, he heads inside to carefully place 
labels on the whiskey bottles lined up inside 
his distillery.

The small warehouse in an industrial 
zone in the Golan Heights town of Katzrin 
may not look like much from the outside, 
where his makeshift whiskey still is essen-
tially a large metal pot connected to a blue 
plastic garbage pail. But Zibell – a bearded, 
bespectacled French Canadian who made 
aliyah in 2014 – is the first person to bottle 
and sell whiskey in Israel, where it hit the 
market earlier in May.

The Jewish state may be known for many 
things, but whiskey isn’t one of them. Until 
recently, Israel-made alcohol was basically 
confined to the likes of Goldstar and Mac-
cabee – beer that few Israelis are proud of 

– and arak, a potent, clear liquor that even 
Israelis admit is a bit of an acquired taste.

Over the past decade, however, Israel’s 
alcohol industry has blossomed. It now 
boasts award-winning wineries that have 
become world-renowned, and Israeli mi-
cro-breweries have proven their prowess as 
well. Now, with a total of three distilleries 
that have opened in Israel over the past four 
years, it may be whiskey’s turn.

“Whiskey was always my passion, but 
now there’s a bigger demand for it,” said 
Zibell, founder of Golan Heights Distillery. 
“Whiskey sales in Israel went up 45 per-
cent in the last three years. This happened 
elsewhere years ago, but here things take 
a little longer.”

This new crop of Israeli whiskey-mak-
ers are capitalizing upon the spirit’s rising 
popularity around the world, said Jonathan 
Ishai, the founder of the Israeli Whisky 
Society. When Ishai founded his group back 
in 2003, he said he had few comrades. But 

today the group boasts 5,000 members who 
gather at whiskey tasting events, lectures 
and occasional trips to Scotland.

For now, the whiskey scene in Israel 
is a fledgling one, with all three distillers 
in a bit of a friendly competition to lay 
claim to the country’s “firsts” when it 
comes to this particularly evocative – and 
fetishized – spirit.

Pelter, a well-known winery in the 
northern Golan Heights, was the first 
operation in Israel to begin distilling whis-
key in November 2013. Inspired by other 
boutique wineries that have edged into the 
whiskey-distilling biz, Pelter’s founder Tal 
Pelter found himself buying a still from 
Cognac, France, that was once used by 
Remy Martin. “There was zero production 
in Israel so it was like diving into a deep 
blue ocean,” said Pelter, whose grandfather 
hawked homemade whiskey in the U.S. 
during Prohibition.

Milk and Honey was the first to build a 
whiskey distillery in Israel. It began con-

struction on its 10,000-square-foot facility 
in Jaffa in June 2014 and started distilling 
in March 2015. In April, it opened a vis-
itor’s center, which offers tours, tastings 
and private events. With its poured-con-
crete floors and shared wooden tables, its 
industrial-chic atmosphere could easily be 
mistaken for something in Brooklyn. “Six 
whiskey-loving friends decided they wanted 
to turn a dream into a reality,” said Eitan 
Attir, Milk and Honey’s new CEO. “Most 
of them are from hi-tech and have startups, 
and this is a bit like a startup.”

Meanwhile, the Golan Heights Distill-
ery is a tiny, one-man operation. Zibell – a 
36-year-old who was born in Paris and raised 
in Montreal – is founder, CEO and master 
distiller, as well as sole investor. His love 
of whiskey and his dream of making his 
own began innocently, inspired by many 
“l’chaims” at Shulounge, the Montreal syna-
gogue where he drank whiskey with friends 
after Shabbat services every Saturday.
See “Whiskey” on page 11
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Congregational Notes

CANTOR PAULA PEPPERSTONE, CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM-CHEVRA SHAS, SYRACUSE

Weekly Parasha
Bamidbar, Numbers 1:1-4:20

Friday, June 10, light candles ............................. 8:21 pm
Saturday, June 11, light candles after ................. 9:22 pm
Sunday, June 12, light candles after ................... 9:22 pm
Yom tov ends Monday, June 13 ......................... 9:23 pm
Friday, June 17, light candles ............................. 8:24 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, June 18 ......................... 9:25 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates 
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, June 10, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services.

On Saturday, June 11, at 10 am, there will be a study 
class.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family services 
and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes meet 
on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh grade b’nai 
mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbis: Aminadav Adamit and Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbis’ e-mail: rabbiadamit@stny.rr.com; rabbisilber@stny.
rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, June 10 ..................................................... 7:15 pm
Shabbat, June 11 ...................................................... 9 am
 .....................................................Mincha/Maariv 8:10 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun.-Mon., June 12-13 .............................................. 9 am
Tues.-Fri., June 14-17 ........................................... 6:40 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., June 12-16 ....................................... 8:25 pm
Classes: Rabbi Aminadav Adamit will teach “Tractate 
Kiddushin” on Shabbat afternoons 45 minutes before Mincha. 
Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class every 
Tuesday evening after services.

On Monday, June 13, Beth David Sisterhood will 
sponsor the annual dairy Shavuot luncheon at the syn-
agogue following Yizkor at the morning services. For 
more information, call the synagogue at 722-1793.

A rummage sale will be held on Sunday, June 26, 
from noon-4 pm; on Monday, June 27, from 9:30-4 pm; 
and on Tuesday, June 28, from 9:30-11:30 am, for a $3 
bag sale. Set up will start at 8:30 am on June 26. Help 
will be needed. To volunteer, contact Marlene Serkin at 
729-3235 or mserkin@stny.rr.com.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8:15 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, June 10, at 7:30 pm, there will be a 
Shabbat Confirmation service led by Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell, Shari Neuberger and Isabella Fein-
berg. Community members have been asked to note the 
earlier starting time.

On Saturday, June 11, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah 
study. At 7 pm, there will be a joint Temple Concord/
Temple Israel Erev Shavuot ice cream social.

On Sunday, June 12, at 10:30 am, there will be a 
Shavuot festival service with Yizkor, followed by a dairy 
potluck lunch.

On Thursday, June 16, at 1 pm and 7 pm, the iEngage 
Israel Program will be held. From 5-7 pm, there will be 
CHOW.

On Friday, June 17, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, June 18, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah 
study.

Temple Israel
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: TItammy@stny.rr.com or TILouise@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Regular Tuesday services and Friday Kabbalat Shabbat 
services will be held at 5:30 pm in the library of the Jewish 
Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

On Saturday, June 11, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services in the meeting room at the Jewish Community 
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Services will be led by 
Howard Schwartz and Steve Gilbert. Bima guests will be 
Don and Barbara Zelter. The Torah portion will be Numbers 
1:1-4:20. The haftarah will be Hosea 2:1-22. Bima guest 
will be Al Lavker.

On Sunday, June 12, at 9:30 am, at the JCC, there will 
be Shavuot services. This will include Yizkor. There will 
be no second day Shavuot services on Monday this year.

On Monday June 13, the temple office will be closed for 
the second day of Shavuot.

June’s Shabbat on the Road will be held on Friday, June 
17, at 6:30 pm, at Brookdale Senior Living across from the 
JCC in Vestal.

Temple office hours from Monday-Thursday, June 20-23, will 
be 8:30-11:30 am. The office will be closed on Friday, June 24.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, June 11, an erev Shavuot service will 
be held at 9:30 pm followed by a study session.

On Sunday, June 12, the Shavuot Day 1 service will 
be held at 10 am, followed by a dairy dish-to-pass lunch 
in the atrium behind the sanctuary. RSVP to secretary@
tbeithaca.org for the lunch. There will be a Living Biblical 
Wax Museum at 3 pm, followed by an ice cream recep-
tion. The kosher ice cream will come from the Cornell 
Dairy. The wax museum is sponsored by Sharon Glass 
and Rhoda Possen. The Shavuot Eve 2 service will be 
held at 9:30 pm.

On Monday, June 13, Shavuot Day 2 service will be 
held at 10 am; Yizkor will be recited.

Studying parashat Bamidbar (Numbers 1:1-4:20), I 
am struck yet again by how the roles of each house (beit 
avotam) or clan (mishpacha) are so clearly defined. God 
tells Moses exactly where each house will be positioned 
around the Ohel Mo’ed, or Tent of Meeting, while camping 
and marching, and what the Levites’ special responsibilities 
are regarding the Mishkan, or Tabernacle.

I noticed these defined roles again because I had also 

Bamidbar
taken special note of them in the week leading up to my 
wedding. Bamidbar was also the parasha then, and while 
preparing for my tisch (a traditional pre-wedding reception 
with food and drink), when I would need to be prepared to 
speak about the weekly Torah reading, these same p’sukim 
jumped out at me. My questions then included how I would 
incorporate my new role as spouse into my already full life 
as a daughter, sister, cantorial student, teacher and friend. 

As those who have children may also have experienced, 
it wasn’t marriage that changed my life as much as hav-
ing our first child two years later. That event was quite 
the game-changer. My role changed from one of relative 
freedom to one of responsibility, reminding me now of the 
Israelites in the wilderness.

With the receiving of the laws at Sinai, and then the 
See “Bamidbar” on page 12
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Jewish Community Center
JCC Friendship Club

The meeting on June 1 of the Jewish Community Center 
Friendship Club was special for two of our members. Ada 
Brummer turned 95 on this day and Ruth Sultanoff turned 
93 the day before. They both looked lovely in the corsages 
presented to them by Ann Brillant from the club. Sylvia 
Diamond read birthday cards given to them from the club. 
We were pleased to see that Ada’s daughter, Sue Herzog, 
and Ruth’s son, Michael Sultanoff, were able to attend with 
their mothers. In honor of their friends, Ruth Rappaport and 
Naomi Karp came from Brookdale to celebrate with them.

Before everybody arrived, Sylvia read an article about 
scams. Ruth R. said she got a phone call the day after she 
filed her income tax that they were going to sue her. She 
said that the scammers worked fast. Sylvia got a call to 
help her pay off her college loans. This is funny when you 
realize that she is past 80 and never had college loans.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia. After the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Ann said the blessing over the cheese 
cake and eclairs that Morty Hofstein provided. Deb Foreman 
arrived and we sang “Happy Birthday” accompanied by her 
on the piano. Morty passed out information about the JCC 
annual meeting on June 14. Ann will be one of those being 
honored. Several of us signed up to attend. It was delightful 
to relax and listen to Deb play contemporary music and 
show tunes. She plays so easily that it is amazing when 

L-r: Ruth Sultanoff celebrated her 93rd birthday and Ada 
Brummer celebrated her 95th.

you learn that she has been blind since birth.
On Wednesday, June 15, we will hear Rabbi Rachel 

Esserman give a book review. She always makes the books 
she reads sound so interesting. The following week we will 
hear Dorothy Gardener talk about surviving the summer. 
By the time you read this report, Rabbi Zaman Chein from 
Chabad will already have told us about Shavuot. Come join 
us on Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

Sylvia Diamond
President

At right: Members of the JCC 
Friendship Club celebrated 
milestone birthdays on June 
1. Standing (l-r): Renee 
Frommer, Sylvia Diamond, 
Ann Brillant, Ruth Sultanoff, 
Ada Brummer, Susan Herzog 
and Ida Epstein. Kneeling in 
front: Bruce Orden. 

Madagascar
the colonizers, as you know we had the French here, and 
then the communists and then the socialists... so I didn’t 
have any roots anymore,” said Mija Rasolo, an actor who 
hosts his own late night talk show on Madagascar TV and 
took the Hebrew name David Mazal. “So I told myself for 
now I am going to be Jewish, because that works for me. 
I found Judaism. I found my roots, Baruch Hashem ... am 
Yisrael chai” – the people of Israel live.

As residents of Antananarivo began to explore Judaism, 
three leaders emerged to guide the nascent community: 
Andrianarisao Asarery, known as Ashrey Dayves; Andre 
Jacque Rabisisoa, known as Peteola; and Ferdinand Jean 
Andriatovomanana, known as Touvya. Ashrey is a for-
mer pastor and singer who works as a pastry chef by day 
and is famous throughout Madagascar for his television 
cooking show. His father is known as a famous Malagasy 
singer. He favors a more liberal and welcoming version of 
Judaism, leads a congregation of about 25 and conducts 
radio broadcasts on Jewish topics and religious practices.

Peteola, a computer programmer, conducts Hebrew 
language lessons and religious radio broadcasts. He has 
a following of about 30 and favors a mystical and Kab-
balistic approach to Judaism. He teaches Torah concepts 
with gematria, through which meaning is derived to the 
numeric values of Hebrew letters.

Touvya, a self-taught cantor, davens devoutly and sports 
peyot, the traditional sidelocks mentioned in Leviticus. He 
leads his congregation of 40 in strict observance of the Torah.

All three have set up makeshift synagogues in their living 
rooms, while some prayer services are also held in a space 
provided by the English Language Institute. Services are 
generally held at Touvya’s house, which is large enough 
to accommodate most community members. Getting there 
can sometimes be problematic because not everyone lives 
within commuting distance of the home. Most Malagasies 
do not have cars and rely on their feet or bush taxi (taxi 
brousse) for transportation.

Inevitable congregational differences have also arisen. 
The move toward conversion was spearheaded by Ashrey, 
who functions as president of the Jewish Community of 
Madagascar, which is also known as Sefarad Madagascar. 

Ashrey thought conversions would bring legitimacy to the 
group as well as greater ties to world Jewry. Touvya and 
Petoula were reluctant at first to accept conversion. Touvya 
in particular felt that conversion was unnecessary because 
he believed that he was already Jewish, and did not want 
or need the validation of an outsider to confirm it.

Community members dress modestly and strive to keep 
kosher in a land lacking the proper infrastructure to do so. 
Without a kosher butcher, most will eat only fish, dairy and 
vegetable products. Many observe the practice of niddah, 
avoiding marital relations or even touching while a woman 
is menstruating.

Only 30 people were originally scheduled to convert 
when Kulanu arrived on the scene in May, but the number 
ultimately swelled to 121 as family members and Touvya’s 
congregation joined in. Kulanu estimates that at least 100 
more potential converts live among the community.

The conversions are an ironic twist of fate, occurring 
around the 76th anniversary of the Madagascar Plan. 
Launched by Nazi Germany on June 3, 1941, it was 
conceived as an alternative method to achieve the Final 
Solution by deporting European Jewry to Vichy-controlled 
Madagascar. Most were expected to die en route, succumb 
to disease or be massacred without international oversight. 
The plan was never implemented. Instead, decades after 
the Holocaust took the lives of six million European Jews, 
one pocket of the African nation has become a place of 
Jewish rebirth.

Continued from page 7

When Zibell moved to Israel with his wife and three of 
his six children, he intended to continue working in real 
estate but make whiskey as a hobby. He found romance 
in the idea of distilling in the picturesque Golan Heights, 
near his Katzrin home. Once Zibell bought a still, “I started 
distilling and haven’t stopped,” he said.

That Zibell succeeded in being first to market hinges 
on a technicality: There are no whiskey regulations in 
Israel, as there are in Scotland or the United States. In 
Scotland, the birthplace of whiskey (or whisky, as it is 
known there), laws mandate, among other things, that 
whiskey age a minimum of three years in oak barrels. In 
the U.S., federal law regulates the percentage of grains 
and alcohol in labeling various spirits. So while Zibell’s 
spirit may be considered whiskey in Israel, it wouldn’t 
necessarily be labeled as such elsewhere. (A previous 
attempt to distill whiskey in Israel, in the 1970s, failed 
when the Scotch Whisky Association successfully sued 
the makers of the Israeli brand, Ascot, for calling its  
product “Scotch.”)

By contrast, Pelter and Milk and Honey are follow-
ing the Scotch regulations. As their whiskey ages, both 
distilleries are producing and selling a variety of other 
tasty spirits. Milk and Honey is selling “new make” – a 
potent alcohol produced during the distillation process. 
(Aging in oak barrels is what gives whiskey its color 
and up to 70 percent of its flavor.) They’re also hawking 
“Levantine gin,” which featured spices from Tel Aviv’s 
Levinski market. Pelter’s non-wine offerings include gin, 
arak and mahjoul, a date brandy.

Fortunately for Zibell and his young spirit, whiskey 
matures much faster and more intensely in Israel due 
to the hot and humid climate, according to Ishai. In 
September last year, after aging his two-grain sour-mash 
whiskey for one year, Zibell began selling a limited run 
at select stores in Jerusalem in order to test the response 
to such a young whiskey. The feedback was favorable 
and Zibell formally launched on Israeli Independence 
Day on May 12.

Calling his spirit “Golani Whiskey” – both for its 
geographic origin as well as the IDF infantry brigade 
whose logo inspired the bottle’s green label – Zibell 
is releasing 100 bottles each week of the 900-bottle 
run. An additional 600 bottles will soon be available 
in the U.S. through kosher wine distributor The 
River. Milk and Honey and Golan Heights are both 
kosher certified.

“People are eager to see an Israeli whiskey,” says 
Zibell. “I’m going to keep it as a young whiskey, be-
cause the Israeli personality is all about not wanting 
to wait for things.”

For those with patience, Zibell is also distilling sin-
gle malt, rye and corn-mash whiskeys, all of which he 
plans to release between late 2017 and mid-2018. Golan 
Heights Distillery is producing other spirits as well, in-
cluding an absinthe inspired by his great-grandmother, 
who owned an absinthe bar in France.

If further proof – pun intended – of Israel’s whiskey 
bonafides is needed, in June, Whisky Live, “the world’s 
premier whisky tasting show,” will come to Tel Aviv for 
its third year. And this year, for the first time, visitors will 
be able to sample locally made whiskeys.

Unlike Israel’s blossoming craft-beer and wine indus-
tries, home-grown whiskey has taken longer to catch on 
partly because high-end spirits were once too expensive 
for the average Israeli. That changed in June 2013, when 
former Finance Minister Yair Lapid issued tax reforms. 
Though the new taxes were bad news for fans of cheap 
arak – bottles that once cost as little as $5 now start at 
$15 – they were celebrated by Israeli whiskey lovers, who 
could now pay $40 for a bottle of 12-year-old Glenlivet 
that previously cost $70.

And as Israelis’ palettes grow more accustomed to this 
high-end spirit, the pioneers of Israel’s whiskey industry 
expect more of their fellow countrymen to join them in 
opening distilleries. “If 30 years ago I told you Israel would 
have great wines, you’d have laughed at me, but today there 
are so many great Israeli wines,” said Ishai. “Whiskey will 
take a little longer, but it will get there, too.”

The Golan Heights Distillery is the first whiskey to be 
bottled and sold in Israel. Aged for one year, it wouldn’t 
be considered whiskey under Scottish regulations. (Photo 
courtesy of the Golan Heights Distillery)

Whiskey Continued from page 9

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Hopler & Eschbach
Funeral Home

COMPARE OUR PRICES
We charge far less than other area funeral homes

Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
483 Chenango Street Binghamton

607-722-4023
www.HEfuneralhome.com

Personal Service
Professionalism

Experience You Can Trust

“A new family tradition” 

Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

Published by the Jewish Federation of     Greater Binghamton

For information on advertising,
please contact Bonnie Rozen at
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
or 724-2360, ext. 244 or

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!



June 10-16, 2016Page 12 - The Reporter

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
NASA chief interested in Israel helping 
with manned mission to Mars

America’s National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion plans to send a manned mission to Mars in the 2030s, 
NASA Administrator Charlie Bolden said on June 6 during 
a visit to Israel. Accompanied by Israeli Science, Technol-
ogy and Space Minister Ofir Akunis and Givatayim Mayor 
Ran Konik, Bolden toured the Givatayim Observatory on 
June 6. The NASA chief said that international cooperation 
would be needed for manned missions to Mars to succeed, 
and that he is interested in exploring how Israel could help 
the effort. Akunis, who expressed hope that NASA would 
include an Israeli astronaut on an upcoming mission to the 
International Space Station, told Israel Hayom that Bold-
en’s visit “is important and will increase the cooperation 
between Israel and the United States.”
Trove of Hasmonean-era coins 
discovered in Israel

Sixteen silver coins featuring kings from the Hasmonean 
era have been unearthed at an ancient Judean estate near 
Modi’in. The Israel Antiquities Authority said on June 7 
that the coins were deliberately hidden by the occupants of 
the estate to make sure the “treasure” did not fall into the 
wrong hands. Avraham Tendler, who was in charge of the 

excavation, said, “This is a rare cache of silver coins from 
the Hasmonean period comprising shekels and half-shekels 
that were minted in the city of Tyre and bear the images 
of the king, Antiochus VII, and his brother Demetrius II. 
...The cache that we found is compelling evidence that one 
of the members of the estate who had saved his income 
for months needed to leave the house for some unknown 
reason,” said Tendler. “He buried his money in the hope of 
coming back and collecting it, but was apparently unfortu-
nate and never returned. It is exciting to think that the coin 
hoard was waiting here 2,140 years until we exposed it.”
Org. collects 93,000 signatures affirming 
eternal unity of Jerusalem

In honor of Jerusalem Day, a collection of more than 93,000 
signatures from around the world reaffirming the “Jerusalem 
Covenant” was presented to Member of Knesset Rabbi Yehuda 
Glick (Likud) for his efforts to reconnect the Jewish people 
with the Temple Mount. The Jerusalem Covenant, which 
proclaims the eternal unity of Jerusalem and its status as the 
biblical and political capital of Israel, was originally written 
in 1992 to commemorate the 25th anniversary of Jerusalem’s 
reunification during the 1967 Six-Day War. In 2013, Israel365 
– an organization that “promotes the beauty and religious 
significance of Israel to friends and supporters around the 
world” – launched a project to garner signatures reaffirming 
the Jerusalem Covenant. “This is so exciting, holding a book 

completion of the Mishkan, the Israelites also gained much 
responsibility. In this parasha, God says to Moshe, “They 
[the Levites] shall take charge of all the furnishings of the 
Tent of Meeting – a duty on behalf of the Israelites – doing 
the work of the Tabernacle.” (Numbers 3:8) [JPS translation] 
The medieval commentator, Ibn Ezra, says that rather than “a 
duty on behalf of the Israelites,” it should be understood as 
“they shall take charge of guarding the Israelites” from the 
dangers of making contact with the Mishkan. As a parent, 
I would say either (or both) understandings are relevant. 
I perform many responsibilities on behalf of my children 
because they cannot yet do the tasks themselves, and I 
also guard them from dangers or things that are currently 
beyond them. As a nation of priests, I look forward to the 
day when I can pass on to my children the responsibilities 
I perform for them, both because I look back nostalgically 
on the days of my relative freedom, and because I look 
forward to them maturing into their own people, just as 
the Israelites matured in the wilderness.

Bamidbar Continued from page 10

with almost 100,000 signatures of people from all over the 
world, who signed their name on the Jerusalem Covenant,” 
Glick said. “Jerusalem is the city of peace, and here we see the 
words of the prophets materializing and becoming a reality, all 
nations coming together and signing the Jerusalem Covenant 
between God and Jerusalem and the world.”
NY governor signs America’s first anti-
BDS state order

New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo on June 5 issued 
the first-ever executive order on the U.S. state level that 
targets the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement. The governor’s order prohibits any state agency 
or authority from engaging in a boycott of Israel or promoting 
BDS movement activities. Cuomo announced the order at 
the annual Celebrate Israel Parade in New York City. “This 
state will not stand for the politics of discrimination in any 
form, and we will continue to demonstrate our unwavering 
support for the people of Israel in the fight for freedom, 
liberty, and democracy,” Cuomo said. The order requires 
New York’s Office of General Services to make a list of 
state institutions and companies that participate in BDS 
activity “either directly or through a parent or subsidiary.”
Sainthood for nun who saved Jews 
during the Holocaust

A Swedish-born nun known for hiding Jews from the 
Nazis during the Holocaust was among two new Catholic 
clergy members proclaimed as saints by Pope Francis on 
June 5. Elizabeth Hesselblad – who converted from Lu-
theranism to Catholicism – saved the lives of 12 Jews by 
hiding them in a convent in Rome where she was the head 
of the female religious community from December 1943 
until the city’s liberation in 1944. She made no attempt 
to convert the Jews to Christianity, instead insisting that 
they continue to recite their Hebrew prayers and undertake 
other tenets of their Jewish faith. Hesselblad earned the 
title of “Righteous Among the Nations,” given to Gentiles 
who saved Jews during the Holocaust, from Israel’s Yad 
Vashem Holocaust museum. She died in 1957.
Neo-Nazis use Google Chrome plugin 
to find Jews online

Neo-Nazis and white supremacists have been using a 
Google Chrome plugin called “Coincidence Detector” to 
compile and expose the identities of Jews online. While 
the users are browsing the Internet through the Chrome 
browser, the extension encases the names of Jewish indi-
viduals listed on websites in three sets of parentheses – for 
instance, (((Fleishman))) – the news website Mic reported. 
White supremacists had already been using the three-pa-
rentheses construction – which they call “(((echo)))” – to 
single out Jewish figures in media and entertainment for 
harassment online. “Coincidence Detector” received the 
top rating on a five-star scale in the Google Chrome store, 
with its description boasting that it “can help you detect 
total coincidences about who has been involved in certain 
political movements and media empires.” The plugin was 
removed from the Chrome store following Mic’s report. It 
was accessed by 2,473 users before being removed.
Poll: 76 percent of Jewish Israelis support 
legalized same-sex partnerships

A new survey conducted by the Smith Polling Institute for 
the Hiddush pluralism group, and released ahead of Tel Aviv’s 
annual gay pride parade held on June 3, shows that 76 percent 
of Jewish Israelis support some form of legalized same-sex 
partnerships. Last year’s survey found only 64-percent support 
for same-sex unions among Jewish Israelis. In this year’s poll 
– conducted through telephone calls with 500 respondents – 16 
percent of haredi-Jewish respondents said that gay partners 
should be allowed to register as a couple in Israel. Further, 31 
percent of haredi respondents said that such unions should have 
the same legal rights as heterosexual partnerships. Nevertheless, 
58 percent of the haredi Jews surveyed still opposed legalized 
same-sex marriage in Israel. Among national-religious Jews 
in Israel, 70 percent said homosexual couples should have the 
same rights as heterosexual married couples.
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