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Spotlight

The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Binghamton has planned a one-day bus 
trip to the National Yiddish Theatre 
Folksbeine on Sunday, August 7, at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage in New 
York City to see “The Golden Bride,” a 
critically acclaimed operetta, first seen 
on the stage in the 1920s. It will be 
performed in Yiddish, with English and 
Russian supertitles.

Marty Klionsky saw the production in 
December and said, “It is not to be missed. 
The costumes, acting and stage presentation 
were fantastic.”

Federation plans Yiddish Theatre trip on Aug. 7
The trip will leave from the Jewish Com-

munity Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, 
at 8 am. The cost of the bus transportation, 
gratuities for the driver and a theater ticket to 
the show costs $90 per person. Availability 
is on a first-come-first-served basis. The 
deadline for payment is Thursday, July 7, 
and is non-refundable unless the ticket can 
be resold.

Federation notes the bus is already be 
filling up, so those interested in attending 
have been encouraged to send a check, 
made out to JFGB, with a notation in the 
memo line, “Yiddish theater trip.” Upon 

arrival in New York City, the museum 
will be open for self-guided tours using 
individual headsets. Further details of the 
itinerary of the day are being planned. 
Organizers have asked that those inter-
ested in attending also mention the trip 
to their friends.

For any questions, call the Federation 
office at 724-2332.

At right: “The Golden Bride”

By JTA staff
(JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu accused Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas of spreading a 
blood libel in Abbas’ address on June 23 to 
the European Parliament in Brussels. 

In a speech that earned a standing ovation 
from parliament representatives, Abbas al-
leged that Israeli rabbis recently called for 
the poisoning of Palestinian water, a medi-
eval antisemitic libel and a report for which 
there is no evidence nor factual basis. He 
also blamed global terror on Israel’s control 
of the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem. 

On June 24, Abbas walked back his 
claim that Israeli rabbis had called for the 
poisoning of Palestinian water and said 
he did not intend to offend Jewish people.

“After it has become evident that the 
alleged statements by a rabbi on poisoning 
Palestinian wells, which were reported by 
various media outlets, are baseless, Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas has affirmed that he 
didn’t intend to do harm to Judaism or to 

Netanyahu accuses Abbas of spreading “blood 
libel” in EU speech that earns standing ovation

offend Jewish people around the world,” his 
office said in a statement issued on June 24.

U.S. Jewish groups also decried his 
remarks. 

Also on June 23, Abbas refused a meeting 
with Israel’s president, Reuven Rivlin, while 
Abbas and Rivlin were in Brussels. Martin 
Schultz, the uropean Parliament’s president, 
had offered to arrange and mediate. Rivlin 
said he welcomed the meeting and “was 
very sorry” to hear of Abbas’ rejection.

“Someone who refuses to meet with the 
president and Prime Minister Netanyahu 
for direct talks, who propagates a blood 
libel in the European Parliament, is lying 
when he says his hand is outstretched in 
peace,” said a statement issued by the 
Prime Minister’s Office. “Israel awaits 
the day when Abu Mazen stops spreading 
lies and dealing in incitement. Until then, 
Israel will continue to defend itself against 
Palestinian incitement, which motivates 
terror attacks.” 

Abu Mazen is the nom de guerre of 

Abbas, who also asserted in his speech: 
“Once the occupation ends, terrorism will 
disappear, there will be no more terrorism 
in the Middle East or anywhere else in 
the world.” 

American Jewish Committee CEO 
David Harris called Abbas the “great 
disappointer” in a statement condemn-
ing the P.A. leader’s remarks. Jonathan 
Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-Defamation 
League, said in a statement that Abbas 
“interspersed claims of an interest in 
reconciliation with Israel with base al-
legations against the Jewish state, which 
are reminiscent of age-old antisemitic ste-
reotypes. ...Unfortunately, conspiratorial 
incitement by the Palestinian Authority is 
not new. His charges of an Israeli effort 
to poison Palestinian water, and claims 
of Israel serving as the root of terrorism 
worldwide, are particularly disturbing 
and significant,” the ADL statement said. 
Noting the standing ovation, Greenblatt 
added: “How can Israel see Europe as an 

honest broker when its elected officials 
applaud a speech laden with lies and 
mischaracterizations?” 

The European Jewish Congress called 
on European leaders to condemn the 
speech. “It is unconscionable that a foreign 
leader proudly states a blood libel in the 
European Parliament and he receives a 
standing ovation,” said Dr. Moshe Kantor, 
the EJC’s president. “If a far-right politician 
would have made similar comments, they 
would have been correctly discredited, but 
Abbas is feted like a hero and this double 
standard allows him to evade scrutiny in 
the international arena and the negotia-
tions table. In one short speech, Abbas 
reminded the world that he has no interest 
in peace, continues to incite against Jews 
and Israel, and uses the understandable 
fear of terrorism to rail against Israel and 
score political points. The only question 
that remains is about the reaction of the 
international community to such a mali-
cious and malevolent speech.” 

By Ben Sales
PARDES HANNA, Israel (JTA) – When 

Yoel decided, at age 8, to begin observing 
Shabbat, there was one problem: It meant he 
couldn’t join most of Israel’s youth soccer 
teams, which played games on Saturday.

Yoel, now 12, has always lived in the 
increasingly large gray area between Israel’s 
starkly divided religious and secular Jewish 
societies. His father observes Shabbat, his 
mother doesn’t. He attended a religious 
elementary school, but transferred to a 
secular school this year.

He enjoys how Shabbat forces him away 
from TV and video games, allowing him 
to relax.  But as a budding soccer forward, 
Yoel also likes the feeling of grass under 
his cleats. Few things excite him more 
than going one-on-one against a goalie and 
kicking a “missile” into the goal.

Yoel no longer has to decide between 

Kids’ soccer leagues aim to bridge Israel’s 
religious divide

Shabbat and soccer, thanks to a team run 
by Tzav Pius, a not-for-profit organization 
that aims to bridge the divides between 
religious and secular Israeli Jews. Tzav 
Pius teams play games during the week, 
from Sunday to Friday, allowing religious 
Israelis to participate.

“Tzav Pius lets me play soccer,” said 
Yoel, who as a minor couldn’t give his 
last name without a parent’s permission. 
Saying he has religious and secular friends, 
he adds: “I know how it feels to be in two 
different societies.”

Tzav Pius, which has organized 96 youth 
soccer teams across Israel, is aiming to 
change how the country’s religious society 
and soccer establishment view each other. 
Because Israel’s most popular sport is 
played on its day of rest, about one-third of 
Israeli Jews – the proportion that observes 

At left: Members 
of the Tzav Pius 
13-year-olds’ 
team in  the 
Israeli city of 
Pardes Hanna 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 
before practice 
in an educational 
exercise meant to 
teach teamwork. 
(Photo by Ben 
Sales)

See “Soccer” on page 3
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In My Own Words

“How are you feeling?” “How are things going with the 
implant?” “I can’t believe how different you sound!” “It’s 
so great to read about the implant.” These questions and 
statements are often the first things most people say or ask 
me if they haven’t seen me in awhile. Others periodically 
ask if anything has changed recently. So, even though I 
don’t see the audiologist again for another month, I decided 
an update on my progress would be a good idea.

The first thing I’ve noticed is that my progress is 
slowing. That’s inevitable: I made gigantic strides in 
the first seven months (yes, it’s actually been that long) 
and now the changes are smaller. However, that doesn’t 
mean they are any less impressive. One great example 
is what occurred at three recent events I attended: a flag 
raising, an interfaith service and an outdoor vigil. In the 
past, I knew that I wasn’t going to understand the over-
whelming majority of what was happening – that is, if 
I actually understood any speech at all. My attendance 
was to support an organization or cause, rather than 
because I would be able to fully participate. I had some 
mixed results; for example, at the interfaith service, I 
only caught part of what was said due to the building’s 
acoustics. However, for the first time I understood the 
speeches at the flag raising. While that was exciting, I 
was facing the speakers, which means I could also lip 
read. What occurred at the outdoor vigil was amazing, 

“How are you feeling?” – more on living with a CI
though: the speakers’ backs were toward me (meaning 
that I couldn’t lip read) and yet I understood more than 
half of the speeches.

Group situations are still difficult, especially if there is 
a lot of background noise. What helps is if I turn off the 
hearing aid in my left ear and just depend on the CI (which 
is on the right side of my head). While I like having sound 
in both ears, the sound quality of the two devices is very 
different and I notice it more if there is background noise. 
(In fact, I’m amazed that I was actually able to function 
using sound that now seems like static, not speech.) Since 
I lip read, I still have an advantage over many people when 
the music is loud or the sound of a crowd talking makes 
it hard to hear.

I’ve also had to get used to moving people to my right 
side and/or making certain my right side is facing the people 
I want to hear. That’s different from before: my left side 
used to be my good side. (Well, that changed back and forth 
throughout the years, but I always felt more comfortable to 
have someone on my left.) Now, my right side with the CI 
has much better hearing. I’m still having trouble sleeping 
on that side, though. My head doesn’t actually hurt; it just 
feels strange. Even when laying on my back, I tend to tilt 
my head to the left.

While musical instruments and high-pitched voices 
are still difficult to hear, I’ve developed my first musical 

crush in years. Not only is Brian Stokes Mitchell a bari-
tone, but his diction is excellent. (He pronounces the letter 
“t” as a “t,” rather than the “d” sound I and many others 
use in speech.) Because his voice is so low pitched, I’ve 
actually managed to listen to some music I never heard 
before. (That’s two songs from the Broadway musical 
“Ragtime.”) I couldn’t understand the lyrics until I found 
them online and followed along. But hearing new music 
was just wonderful.

There still are frustrations. My attempts to use a 
phone are difficult. I still miss what people say and have 
to ask them to repeat it. I can only hear music if I am 
completely focused on it. (I can’t even look at e-mail 
while listening to Youtube or I lose the sense of the mel-
ody.) Yet, I am hearing so much more that it feels like a 
miracle. There was a moment recently that highlighted 
this. My mother came into the room while I was listening 
to Stokes Mitchell. She’d never heard of him, but said 
he had a beautiful voice. I told her, “If you think this 
song is good you should hear him sing this other one.” 
As I clicked on that song, I was filled with a sense of 
wonder: “I’m listening to music. I’m really listening to 
music.” I never thought I would be able to hear music 
again. So, when I’m frustrated, I remind myself to be 
grateful for the CI – limitations and all – and not take 
the experience for granted.

See “Tramples” on page 11

By Rabbi Jill Jacobs
(JTA) – If you’re a supporter of Israel 

and of the Jewish community, you should 
be very worried about a new executive 
order issued by New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo on June 5. While billed as an 
initiative to prevent New York state from 
supporting the Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions movement, the law actually 
constitutes a frightening attack on free 
speech while likely creating a backlash 
that will do harm both to Israel and the 
Jewish community.

Cuomo’s order mandates the creation of 
a list of every company worldwide that “en-
gage[s] in any activity, or promote[s] others 
to engage in any activity, that is intended 
to penalize, inflict economic harm on, or 
otherwise limit commercial relations with 
Israel or persons doing business in Israel 
for purposes of coercing political action 
by, or imposing policy positions on, the 
government of Israel.”

That is, a company might end up on the 
list because it actually chooses to boycott 
Israel. Or it might end up on the list because 
of a statement by its CEO or a board mem-
ber. Since the executive order makes no 
distinction between what’s inside or outside 
the Green Line – Israel’s pre-1967 borders 
– a company that chooses to set up shop 
in Israel proper, but avoid the settlements 
might find itself on the New York blacklist. 
Ditto a company whose leadership publicly 
calls for a distinction between Israel and 
the settlements, or who otherwise criticizes 
government policy.

I oppose boycotting or divesting from 
Israel. Yet the right to free speech means, in 

By Eugene Kontorovich
(JTA) – The New Jersey Assembly is 

scheduled to have a final vote on a bill re-
stricting the state’s dealings with companies 
that boycott Israel the last week in June. 
The measure, S1923/A925, would have 
the Garden State join the nine states that 
have already adopted such measures in just 
the past year. Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed 
an executive order implementing similar 
policies in New York state.

These bills are motivated by state law-
makers’ conviction that boycotts of Israel are 
fundamentally discriminatory and often a thin 
veil for antisemitic motives. They have passed 
by overwhelming bipartisan votes. But some 
critics of the measures have recently begun to 
argue that they violate the First Amendment.

It is important to make clear what these 
laws do and do not do. None of the laws 
bans or punishes criticism of Israel, or stops 
anyone from boycotting Israel. They apply 
solely to businesses that contract with or get 
investment money from state governments.

These laws simply say: If you want the 
state to do business with you, you need to 
abide by the state’s policies of sound and 
fair business practices, including anti-dis-
crimination rules.

Take, for example, a company whose 
CEO speaks out strongly against Israel and 
hangs a banner from its headquarters that 
says “Zionism = Racism.” That company 
would in no way be affected by such laws.

That’s because these laws are not about 
speech or viewpoints. They are about unfair 
and discriminatory business decisions. And 
whether one agrees or not with such laws 
as a policy matter, there is no question they 

Anti-BDS laws don’t perpetuate 
discrimination – they prevent it

Anti-BDS law can’t be “pro-Israel” 
if it tramples on free speech

do not pose a First Amendment problem.
Under well-established U.S. Supreme 

Court precedent, states can choose not to 
do business with companies that they re-
gard as engaged in discriminatory activity. 
That is how states routinely legislate, for 
example, that their taxpayer money will not 
go to businesses that maintain sexual-ori-
entation boycotts. Indeed, many localities 
even require state contractors to engage in 
affirmative action hiring policies – even if 
the contractors have a principled objection 
to affirmative action. The contractors are 
entitled to their viewpoints, but the state 
can legislate about their business practices.

Moreover, if refusing to do business 
with a country constitutes protected speech 
because it expresses criticism of a country, 
then the opposite is also true. That is, choos-
ing to do business could also be a political 
statement. Yet as Israel boycotters love to 
point out, some U.S. states adopted boycotts 
of South Africa. Today, many states restrict 
business with companies because of their 
business with Iran or Sudan.

If choosing whether to do business with a 
country is protected speech, it would lead to 
the surprising conclusion that states could not 
regulate any of this conduct. The First Amend-
ment is content neutral and protects expressing 
support for the government of Iran or South 
Africa as much as it protects criticism of them.

Some boycott apologists say they are just 
standing up for human rights. That’s what 
they say – but state legislators are not bound 
by the First Amendment to agree with them, 
any more than they were obligated to accept 
the argument of some apartheid apologists 

the famous words of Evelyn Beatrice Hall, 
that even if “I disapprove of what you say... 
I will defend to the death your right to say 
it.” The way to fight distasteful speech is 
with more speech, not by shutting down 
the other side.

Cuomo’s action constitutes a danger-
ous threat to this right. As explained by 
Lara Friedman of Americans for Peace 
Now, which also opposes BDS, the order 
seeks to achieve “the goal of chilling/
suppressing such constitutionally pro-
tected free speech. It does this by defining 
such free speech – including the act of 
merely calling for boycotts – as de facto 
illegitimate.”

In fact, boycotts constitute legally pro-
tected speech. Cuomo himself has joined a 
boycott in barring non-essential New York 
state travel to North Carolina in response 
to its discrimination against transgender 
people. T’ruah, the organization I lead, has 
endorsed a boycott of Wendy’s, declared 
by the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, 
in response to the company’s refusal to 
participate in the standards adopted by the 
rest of the fast-food industry to protect the 
workers who pick their tomatoes. In the 
1960s and 1970s, thousands of members of 
the Jewish community joined in boycotts of 
lettuce and grapes. More recently, prominent 
rabbis called for a boycott of Whole Foods 
in response to the CEO’s support of a known 
sexual offender.

Only half a century ago, the American 
Jewish community suffered disproportion-
ately from a blacklist that aimed to wipe out 
certain political discourse and associations. 

See “Prevent” on page 9
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Soccer Continued from page 1
Shabbat – cannot watch, attend or play games.

What has resulted is a largely secular soccer culture. 
Soccer fandom, which unites nations and cities worldwide 
around their favorite teams, has become another wedge 
within Israeli culture, creating two groups that have two 
different passions on the same day. “There’s a secular culture 
of sports that has no connection to Shabbat, and religious 
Jews want to be part of it,” said Avner Michaeli, a Tzav 
Pius youth counselor who is secular. “As a kid, my whole 
world was that Saturday was soccer. So as a religious Jew, 
you could say, ‘Don’t go crazy, it’s just soccer.’ Just like a 
secular Jew can tell a religious Jew, ‘It’s 2016, why can’t 
you drive [on Shabbat]?’”

Each of Israel’s 1,200 youth soccer teams, for children 
ages 10 to 18, is linked to one of the country’s 234 pro-
fessional teams. Kids try out for the youth league and the 
best athletes are groomed to play pro. Israel’s abbreviated 
weekend begins Friday afternoon and ends Saturday night; 
teams play on Saturday afternoon because weekend games 
are easier on families.

Until Tzav Pius began fielding youth teams 12 years ago, 
aspiring religious soccer players would either break Shabbat to 
play or give up on the sport. Moshe Yazdi, who now coaches 
the Tzav Pius team in Pardes Hanna, a city between Haifa and 
Tel Aviv, grew up religious, but loved soccer. Beginning at 
16, he was accepted to the local youth team and would sneak 
out Saturday afternoons, without telling his parents, to play 
games and ride the team bus, if necessary.

Tzav Pius teams now play on weekday afternoons and 
the league requires rival teams to schedule their matches 
accordingly. Still, difficulties can arise. One Tzav Pius 
team forgot to request a rescheduling, so the players had 
to walk the five miles from one city to another rather than 
violate Shabbat by driving. Last year, a team had to stay 
overnight in a synagogue to play a Saturday game.

“It doesn’t bother them to play in the middle of the week,” 
said Iddo Diamant, director of Tzav Pius’ soccer program. 
“The kids come to play soccer. That’s what’s great about 
it. They don’t care about who’s religious and secular.”

Founded after the 1995 assassination of Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin stoked bitter religious-secular tensions in 
Israel, Tzav Pius runs a network of joint religious-secular 
schools, kindergartens and summer camps that promote 
what it calls an “integrated” society. Tzav Pius – literally 
“reconciliation order,” a play on the Hebrew phrase for a 
draft notice – doesn’t shy away from advancing its coexis-
tence message during practices. A couple times each month, 
before the kids run drills and scrimmage, they attend an 
hourlong educational session on the field featuring games 
and exercises designed to imbue tolerance and an appre-
ciation for pluralism. Some activities also aim to counter 
racism among Israeli soccer fans and players.

In one exercise on Monday, this city’s 13-year-olds’ 

Members of the Tzav Pius 13-year-olds’ team in the Israeli 
city of Pardes Hanna sang the team anthem following a 
practice. (Photo by Ben Sales)

team divided into two groups. One was allowed to play 
by normal rules, with the advantage of two goalies. The 
other had the usual one goalie, plus its players could only 
touch the ball twice before passing it. The exercise aimed 
to teach the kids how to handle an uneven power dynamic 
between two groups.

Michaeli, who runs the exercises, has experience play-
ing with groups from different backgrounds. The child of 
a kibbutz, he grew up playing in a league with city kids, 
Arabs and Jews. While Michaeli said the kids enjoy the 
educational activities, they don’t always succeed. He 
recalled one exercise about breaking Shabbat to play the 
game – the core dilemma Tzav Pius is addressing. The en-
suing argument ended up splitting the team along religious 
and secular lines. “It’s all nice in theory, but in practice it 
isn’t always,” Michaeli said. “Everyone goes to their own 
corner and isn’t ready to give up on his space. Secular will 
remain secular, but I think the kids on the team will be a 
little more open.”

Although Tzav Pius allows Yoel, the 12-year-old for-
ward, to play, he still feels a conflict between religion and 
soccer. Were he not Shabbat observant, he said, he could 
join the best youth teams and try to work his way up. But 
Yoel knows one thing for certain: While he appreciates 
coexistence, he’d rather skip the educational exercises and 
play the game. “I would rather have fewer activities,” he 
said. “Kids don’t enjoy that. We have education at school.”

“Bizarre” and “trashy” are exemplary at Israeli-
founded awards show in Berlin 

By Orit Arfa
JNS.org

“Most bizarre” and “most trashy” are just 
some of the categories that made the fifth 
annual Berlin Music Video Awards stand 
out. The weekend-long indie awards event 
was founded by Aviel Silook, an Israeli man 
from Kiryat Motzkin near Haifa, who sought 
to provide an open platform for celebrating 
video and performance acts – big and small 
– from across the globe. 

“Bizarre” and “trashy” also describe some 
moments during the 2016 BMVA finale at 
the Columbia Theater on May 21, where 
Silook stood wearing a black spacesuit of 
sorts, and looking nervous and proud as he 
beheld his creation: beautifully and creatively dressed 
internationals networking around the art of making 
music videos. As some mingled outside in the party 
atmosphere, others stayed inside the theater to watch the 
off-the-wall, uber-creative and sometimes hyper-sexual 
winning videos. Performance acts included a trashy 
nude performance by Stephen Paul Taylor, a bizarre 
musical performance by Lizzy and her drum-set dress, 
and the standard European electronic music. (Some of 
the song names were simply unfit to print in a Jewish 
newspaper.) 

So how did this Israeli immigrant to Germany dare 
to make such a loud cultural impact with what has 
become a leading international music video festival? 
“I started with the idea to make something maybe 
for just videos in Berlin, because I thought there 

was a potential, but apparently it seems 
like something was missing in the entire 
industry,” Silook told JNS.org outside the 
Gretchen Theater in the Berlin nightlife hub 
of Kreuzberg, on the eve of the opening 
night of this year’s festival.

Silook first came to Berlin for a German 
girlfriend and stayed after they broke up. 
In Israel, he worked as a DJ and event 
organizer. It all felt too small for him. “In 
Israel you can try and try, and it seems 
like everybody thought about everything 
before,” he said. “But here there are many 
opportunities and you don’t need a lot of 
money. You just really need to be nice to 
people and it’s enough for them. Money 

doesn’t play the same role in Berlin as it does in other 
places in the world.”

Silook started out in Berlin as a DJ – with a residency 
at Berlin Meschugge, a local Jewish party convener – 
and as an event organizer for stand-up comedy, swing 
dancing and, yes, topless parties. But the classic, 
meschugge Berlin party life left him unfulfilled, so 
he consulted with “bigger sharks” about his idea for a 
citywide music video awards festival that would take 
eccentric to the next level.

“Everyone told me, ‘Yeah, go for it. Definitely. It’s 
for you and it’s for the city. And everything will be 
good. Don’t worry. We will help you also.’ And I just 
went for it,” said Silook, who worked on practically no 
budget for the festival’s first year, but eventually built 
up a team of sponsors and eager volunteers. 

“I’m happy to say that one month ago, I quit my last 
‘job’ that was not the BVMAs, and now I’m making a 
living off of this,” he said. (His last job, by the way, 
was cutting hair.)

Silook said he feels welcome as an Israeli growing 
a Berlin-based product. He praised the German city 
for its diversity and curiosity, calling it “a nice play-
ground.” In typical “start-up nation” Israeli fashion, it 
was Silook’s improvisation, flexibility, persistence and 
fearlessness that led to the festival’s success. “I think 
this is what’s different about us, Israelis and Jews,” he 
said. “We’re not afraid to try.”

The scene at the 2016 Berlin Music Video Awards. (Photo 
courtesy Berlin Music Video Awards)

Berlin Music Video 
Awards founder Aviel 
Silook (Photo by 
Johanna Rafalski)
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Weekday Special • Monday - Friday

1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
 or 639-2454

Open to the public

 Green Fee & Cart $28.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $34.00
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

The joys and frustrations of being a parent
If you search for “parenting books” on Amazon.com, 

186,916 book suggestions appear. The works range from 
those that cover all aspects of child rearing to ones focus-
ing on a specific problem; for example, how to get infants 
and toddlers to sleep through the night. They also feature 
discussions of different parenting types – being a free-
range parent or a helicopter one – and specific types of 
parents – for example, Tiger moms and Eagle dads. Readers 
might be grateful that Rabbis Dayna Ruttenberg and Susan 

Silverman have not written books about how to raise your 
child. Instead, their new works offer something different: 
they discuss the joys and frustrations of being a parent, 
and how it can change your life. In “Nurturing the Wow: 
Finding Spirituality in the Frustration, Boredom, Tears, 
Poop, Desperation, Wonder, and Radical Amazement of 
Parenting” (Flatiron Books), Ruttenberg offers suggestions 
on how child rearing can be a spiritual experience. Silverman 
more narrowly focuses on her own family – particularly 

the process of adopting two children from Ethiopia – in 
“Casting Lots: Creating a Family in a Beautiful, Broken 
World” (Da Capo Press). Both authors use Jewish imagery 
and concepts to explain their experiences, although each 
also speaks to a general audience.

Ruttenberg is quite clear on what she hopes to accom-
plish: “This is not a guide to raising spiritual children – or 
any kind of children, for that matter. Like so many parents, 
See “Parent” on page 9

filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was May 27, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against 
the Company, to Hinman, Howard 
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is 
any lawful business purpose.
______________________

B&BCS, LLC, a domestic LLC, 
filed with the SSNY on 3/9/16. 
Office location: Broome. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Ryan Herceg, 26 Maple St., 
Harpursville, NY 13787. General 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Lalor Shared Services, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was June 3, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Upstate Entertainment 
Productions, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
June 3, 2016. The county in which 
the principal place of business of 
the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent of the Company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of DMKH, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/18/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 111 Newlands St., Chevy Chase, 
MD  20815.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Whole Health Nutrition Center, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was June 3, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 

1. The name of the Company is
 Covas 123 LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles of
 Organization were filed with
 the New York Secretary of State
 on January 13, 2016.

3. The Company’s office within New
 York State is located in Broome
 County.

4. The New York Secretary of State
 has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served. The Secretary of State
 shall mail a copy of any such
 process served upon him
 or her to c/o Robert W. Carey,
 Esq., 122 State Street - Suite
 220, Binghamton, New York
 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except
 to do any business in New York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some other
 business entity or natural person
 to be formed or used for such
 business.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Saunders 
Road Enterprises, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 05/03/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 35 Hardy Rd., Johnson 
City, NY  13790.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: 87-89 Prospect Avenue 
Holdings, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
May 17, 2016. The county in which 
the principal place of business of 
the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the 
Company, to Hinman, Howard & 
Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is 
any lawful business purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY OMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Eck Plastic Holdings, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was May 17, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Advisor Development, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 

be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Fiber Internet Finder, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was June 7, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company (LLC). Name: 
Congdon Appraisal LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on May 
9, 2016. NY office location: Broome 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The post office address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is 3644 Pheasant 
Lane, Endwell, NY 13760. Purpose/
character of LLC: Real Estate 
Appraisal
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Black Button, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with the Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 05/24/2016. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, c/o 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited 
liability company is: TYNAN 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was March 8, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Webster, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 5/24/16. 

Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Syracuse, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/24/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC 
agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: LLC, Attn: 
John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________
 
X93 BFF, LLC, a domestic LLC, 
filed with the SSNY on 6/2/16. 
Office location: Broome. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Aldo Solares, 3720 81st St., 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
General purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Abby and 
April’s Dad, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/02/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 20 Cedar Ct., 
Endicott, NY  13760.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Qualification of Forge 
Construction, LLC.  Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/01/16. Office location: Broome 
County.  LLC formed in Texas (TX) 
on 05/12/05.  SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 11811 Forge 
Dr., Frisco, TX  75035, also the 
principal office address.  Arts of 
Org. filed with the TX Secy. of 
State, James E. Rudder Bldg., 
1019 Brazos, Austin, TX  78701.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

LEGAL NOTICE OF THE 
FORMATION OF AN LLC: BAMN 
Property One, LLC filed with the 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
6/15/16. Office loc.: Broome County. 
SSNY is designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process to C/O 
Sall Associates Ltd, 81 Main St., 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Registered 
agent for the LLC is Sall Associates 
Ltd, 81 Main St., Binghamton, NY 
13905, and is to be the agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. Purpose: any lawful 
business purpose. Dissolution 
date: none.
______________________

LEGAL NOTICE OF THE 
FORMATION OF AN LLC: BAMN 
Property Two, LLC filed with the 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
6/15/16. Office loc.: Broome County. 
SSNY is designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process to C/O 
Sall Associates Ltd, 81 Main St., 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Registered 
agent for the LLC is Sall Associates 
Ltd, 81 Main St., Binghamton, NY 
13905, and is to be the agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. Purpose: any lawful 
business purpose. Dissolution 
date: none.

      L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was May 9, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: James 
W. Orband, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is
 TECK PRECISION LLC.

2. The date of filing of the
 Articles of Organization with
 the Secretary of State is MAY
 16, 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is
 hereby designated as agent
 of the LLC upon whom
 process against it may be
 served.  The post office
 address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him
 or her is: 471 ANNE ROAD,
 WINDSOR, NEW YORK,
 13865.

5. The character or purpose
 of the business of the LLC is
 any purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Wilkes-Barre, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 5/2/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Polaris, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/2/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY UNDER THE

NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY LAW

Notice is hereby given of the 
formation of Covas 123 LLC (the  
“Company”) for the transaction of 
business in the State of New York 
and elsewhere.

Attention 
Attorneys
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NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israel’s unemployment rate hits all-time low
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The unemployment rates in Israel has hit an 

all-time low, a new report by the country’s Central Bureau of Statistics said on June 23. 
The Jewish state’s unemployment rate in May was 4.8 percent, compared to the previous 
all-time low of 4.9 percent in April and 5.3 percent in March. According to the data, since 
2012, the number of unemployed Israelis has decreased by 31.4 percent, from 277,083 
to 190,000. The unemployment rate among Israelis ages 25-64 hit an all-time low of 4.1 
percent in May, compared to 4.3 percent in April.
Second Indian state grants Jews official minority status

The Indian state of Maharashtra has become the second Indian state to grant official 
minority status to its Jewish community, which contains about 3,000 of the approximately 
4,500 Jews who live in all of India. Among other new state benefits for Maharashtra’s 
Jews, the ruling means that those Jews will join Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs, 
Parsees and Jains in being counted as an official minority population in the Indian census. 
Judah Samuel, president of Shaare Rason Synagogue in Mumbai, along with the Indian 
Jewish Congress, collected unofficial figures on Maharashtra Jewry and submitted them to 
Indian Minority Affairs Minister Najma Heptulla as part of a request for minority status. 
The first Indian state to bestow such a status on its Jewish community was the state of 
Bengal a decade ago, according to the Indian Express.
Israel’s first F-35 stealth fighter jet unveiled in Texas

American defense manufacturer Lockheed Martin on June 22 unveiled the first of the 
F-35 stealth fighter jets that Israel will receive by the end of this year. Israeli Defense 
Minister Avigdor Lieberman, Israeli Air Force Chief of Staff Brigadier General Tal Kelman, 
and other Israeli and U.S, military and government officials attended a ceremony held 
in Fort Worth, TX, to showcase Lockheed Martin’s F-35 Lightning II fighter jet – which 
will be known in Israel as Adir, meaning “mighty” in Hebrew. “The state of Israel is 
proud to be the first in our region to receive and operate the plane,” Lieberman said at the 
ceremony, The Jerusalem Post reported. Lieberman said the F-35 is “the most advanced 
[fighter jet] in the world, and is the best selection by defense chiefs for safeguarding 
Israel’s aerial superiority.” Israel has ordered 33 of the jets and is negotiating to add 17 
more. The entire fleet is expected to arrive in Israel by 2021.
Disappearance of Yemenite children an “open wound,” 
Netanyahu says

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Documents about the so-called “Yemenite 
Children Affair” may finally be unsealed after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on June 21 voiced support for the release of the minutes from the special state commission 
set up to investigate the matter two decades ago. The affair involves the disappearance 
and alleged kidnapping of hundreds of babies and toddlers of mostly Yemenite immi-
grants from hospitals in the early years of Israel’s statehood. The parents were told their 
children had died, but never saw a body or received a death certificate. “This is an open 
wound that continues to bleed for those families who were left in the dark, not knowing 
what happened to their children,” Netanyahu said on June 21. 

Featuring the largest kosher selection of fresh meat, poultry,  
dairy, frozen & grocery in the Binghamton area.

Prices effective Sunday, July 3 thru Saturday, July 30, 2016.
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Exclusively at the Binghamton Store
Foundry Plaza • 10 Glenwood Avenue • 770-7151

In Our Kosher Frozen Dept.  
7-8 oz.•All Varieties•Where Available

47th Street 
Burritos

2/$5
In Our Kosher Frozen Dept.  

22 oz.•Chicago Style

47th Street 
Deep Dish Pizza

899

9 oz.

Gold’s
Cocktail Sauce

249
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Grocery b     Including a large selection of Kosher Dairy & Frozen items.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fish b     Including a selection of Salmon Fillets & Steaks.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Meat b     Including a selection of Glatt Kosher Fresh and Frozen Beef, Chicken & Turkey.––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––
––

––
––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––

––
––

––

10.58-12 oz.•All Varieties 
Where Available

Pereg Gourmet 
Quinoa Canisters

549

––
––

––
––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––

––
––

10 oz.•Italian or California 
Style•Where Available

Dr. Praeger’s 
Veggie Burgers

399

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––
––

––
––

Fresh Empire 
Kosher Chicken 

Leg Quarters

269

12 oz.•Mild Italian or

Empire Kosher 
Spicy Apple 

Chicken Sausage

499

Kosher

Fresh Teva 
London Broil

999

16 oz.

Empire Kosher 
Turkey or 

Chicken Franks

199

18 oz. 
Where Available

Osem Mediterranean 
Pickles

2/$3
12 oz.•Select Varieties 

Where Available

Manischewitz
Egg Noodles

2/$3
––

––
––

––

b

b

b

lb. lb.

24 oz.

Pier 33 
Salmon Portions

999



July 1-7, 2016Page 6 - The Reporter

Babies bounce into community 
families

Information was supplied by area synagogues:
Gloria Michele Valdez Alt
Parents: Jimmy Valdez and Victoria Alt
Grandparents: Allen Alt and Michele Boyle, and 

Amadeo Valdez
Zeke (Yeshayahu Yechezkel) Alweis 
Born: March 7, 2016 
Parents: Michael and Malka Alweis 
Grandparents: Miriam and Aaron Alweis, and Linda 

and Stanley Lebovic 
Great-grandparents: Lily Wolf, Mary and Edward Al-

weis, Harvey and Betty Kramer, and Ida Lebovic 
Rylan Scott Ash
Born: February 1, 2016
Parents: Rachel and Ethan Ash
Reuben Miles Bank
Born: December 29, 2015
Parents: David Bank and Amy Alaniz
Grandparents: Barbara and Les Bank, Ginny Alaniz 

and Joe Alaniz
Leonard Franklin Barbash
Parents: Dan Barbash and Hsiao-Pei Yang
Olive Adlin Boswell-Levy
Born: January 19, 2016 
Parents: Anna and Josh Boswell-Levy
Grandparents: Lise and Richard Rosenfield 
Zara Sydne Boswell-Levy
Born: January 19, 2016 
Parents: Anna and Josh Boswell-Levy
Grandparents: Lise and Richard Rosenfield
Abram James Brown
Born: April 15, 2016
Parents: Stephen and Cathleen Brown 
Grandparents: Howard and Bonnie Brown, and Joe and 

Toni McEvoy
Jacob Robert Burbea
Born: April 14, 2016
Parents: Natalie Shaw and Johnathan Burbea
Grandparents: Annette and Barry Shaw
Avrohom Yitzchok Chein 
Born: February 25, 2016 
Parents: Rochel and Zalman Chein 
Grandparents: Mordechai and Brocha Chein, and Shmuel 

and Chana Posner 
Great-grandparents: Faiga Korenblit, and Leibel and 

Thirza Posner
Gideon Kennedy Darfler 
Parents: Michael Darfler and Sarah Kennedy
Grandparents: Richard and Marlaine Darfler
Drew Doring 
Parents: Rachel and Jason Doring
Great-grandparent: Ethelle Lesky

Ella Amy Efrati
Born: February 24, 2016 
Parents: Laura Cohen Efrati and Ami Efrati
Grandparents: Elaine and Jerome Cohen, and Yvette 

and Nissim Efrati
Great-grandparents: Lois Cohen, and Florence and 

Alvin Drelich
Chloe Rose Feinberg
Parents: Melissa and Nicholas Feinberg
Grandparents: Tina and Jeffrey Feinberg
Blake Fallon Greenberg
Born: February 8, 2016
Parents: Lauren and Dan Greenberg
Grandparents: Barbara and Jack Greenberg, and Keven 

Wandy
Great-grandmother: Pearl Brummer
Binyamin Malkitzedek Gvaryahu 
Parents: Arona and Gadi Gvaryahu
Grandparents: Amit and Yedida Gvaryahu
Great-grandparent: Gerd Korman
Emma Reese Hamlisch
Parents: Eliot and Lisa Hamlisch
Calvin Blue Kelley 
Parents: Dan Kelley and Brooke Weiler
Grandparents: Linda Aigen and David Weiner
Matanya Yehuda Kestenbaum
Parents: Mira and Etan Kestenbaum
Grandparents: Adina and David Goldstein
Great-grandparent: Claire Goldstein 
Elizabeth (Ellie) Hope Kleinwaks
Born: August 10, 2015
Parents:Howard and Suzanne Kleinwaks
Grandparents: Ilene Pinsker, Arlene and Steve Kesler, 

and Jeff Kleinwaks  
Great-grandparents: Ethel Pinsker, and Rosalind 

Kleinwaks 
Evan Dylan LaRusch
Born: April 29, 2016
Parents: Richard and Danielle La Rusch
Abram Louis Levine
Born: April 25, 2016
Parents: Allie and Jeremy Levine
Grandparents: Rhonda Levine and Arieh Ullmann
Samuel Ezra Lustgarten 
Parent: Abrahm Lustgarten 
Grandparents: Art Lustgarten and Barbara Platek
Sky Campbell Lustgarten 
Parent: Abrahm Lustgarten 
Grandparents: Art Lustgarten and Barbara Platek
Gavriel Mordechai Ostrovsky
Parents: Natania and Dmitry Ostrovsky
Grandparents: Susan and Michael Wright 
Isaac Paci 
Parents: David Rand and Liz Paci
Grandparents: Richard Rand
Miles Paci
Parents: David Rand and Liz Paci
Grandparents: Richard Rand
Eitan Yonah Polachek
Born: April 15, 2016
Gila and Nathaniel Polachek
Grandparents: Dora and Solomon Polachek, and Mimi 

and Harry Stadler
See “Babies” on page 7

Gloria Michele Valdez Alt

Zeke (Yeshayahu 
Yechezkel) Alweis

Reuben Miles Bank

Abram James Brown

Jacob Burbea

Avrohom Yitzchok Chein 

Ella Amy Efrati

Chloe Rose Feinberg

Blake Fallon Greenberg

Creative Balloon Decorating

• Tables
• Chairs
• Archways
• Candelabras

• Linen
• China
• Glassware
• Flatware

• Mirrors
• Lighting
• Fountains
• and much more

Party Rentals 

1029-1043 Front Street (1/2 mile north of B.C.C.)

Birthdays parties, retirement parties, business meetings, 
bridal and baby showers and casino nights, and more!

Have your party at our place!
Enjoy all the same great rentals 

available at Taylor Rental, but none 
of the hassle of using your own home.

238-1599
Or Yours. . .

773-1462

of Binghamton

Party At Our Place. . . ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

500 Clubhouse Road • Vestal, NY  13850

Roz Antoun
Director

Phone 607-724-2332                     Fax 607-724-2311

Email: RozJFS@stny.rr.com
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Samson Louis Pollack
Parents: Adam and Annie Pollack
Grandparents: Brad and Rachele Pollack
Ben Michael Shaw
Parents: Nicole and Daniel Shaw
Grandparents: Cathy and Michael Shaw, and Sue and 

George Stephens
Aaron Nathaniel Shefftz
Born: December 24, 2015
Parents: Ben and Amy Shefftz
Grandparent: Claire Shefftz 
Leo Matthew Shiffman
Parents: Jenn and Gabriel Shiffman
Grandparents: Xianna and Michael Shiffman
Great-grandparent: Claire Ladenheim 
Schneur Zalman Slonim
Parents: Levi and Hadasa Slonim
Grandparents: Aaron and Rivkah Slonim, and Bentzion 

and Chana Stein
Great-grandparents: Nachum and Esther Sternberg, and 

Zev Dov Slonim 
Naomi Tedayan
Parents: David and Nicole Tedayan
Oscar Maurice O’Grady Ullmann
Born: August 24, 2105
Parents Jeremy and Kylie Ullmann
Grandparents: Arieh Ullmann and Rhonda Levine
Eleanor Claire Zaremba
Born: March 13,2016
Parents: Stephanie Good Zaremba and Adam Zaremba 
Grandparents: Dina and Jeff Good, and Karen and 

Chris Zaremba 

Babies Continued from page 6

Elizabeth (Ellie) Hope 
Kleinwaks

Abram Louis Levine

Eitan Yonah Polachek

Ben Michael Shaw

Leo Matthew Shiffman

Aaron Nathaniel Shefftz

Schneur Zalman Slonim

Oscar Maurice O’Grady 
Ullmann

Eleanor Claire Zaremba

(StatePoint) – In today’s fast-paced, wired world, all that 
separates us from sharing our guiltiest thoughts and darkest 
secrets with the rest of the planet is a single mouse click or 
finger stroke across a smartphone screen. And kids today 
need to be taught early-on the difference between being 
honest and sharing too much, say experts. 

“Amid the din of oversharing, we mistake spasms of 
self-revelation for honesty. And in a time of constant con-
fessional disclosures, we are losing our ability to self-reflect 
and be truly honest,” says Paul Wilkes, a filmmaker, religion 
and spirituality writer, and author of “The Art of Confession.”

But honesty is still the best policy. And here are some 
ways to teach this concept to those born after the advent of 
a social networking culture: 

 � Foster good communication: Your child is more likely to 

(StatePoint) – Being a teenager is never easy, but for some 
kids, it is excruciating. For parents, being able to tell the 
difference between normal growing pains and real trouble 
is crucial. From drug abuse to depression to more serious 
physical or mental abuse, it’s important to recognize when 
your teen is in trouble.

“Young people don’t always have the tools or perspective 
to process everything that’s happening to them. Many teens 
will turn inward, keeping feelings to themselves,” says Bulbul 
Bahuguna, a psychiatrist and author of “The Ghosts That 
Come Between Us,” a coming-of-age story about a victim 
of childhood abuse. Bahuguna, whose novel is informed 
by her work treating adults coping with childhood abuse 
issues, says parents can break the silence. “What can hurt 
teens even more than the troubles and issues they face, is 
the silence of those around them. Parents should never play 
the role of silent bystanders,” she says.

Here are some steps you can take to help your child 
survive the teen years emotionally unscathed:

 � Recognize that it can take courage to talk about certain 
issues, such as depression, or being the victim of bullying 
or abuse. Just because your child isn’t vocalizing an issue, 
doesn’t mean everything is OK.

 � If your child is acting withdrawn, secretive, angry or 
sad, set aside time for a discussion. By engaging regularly, 
you can encourage teens to speak honestly with you before 
problems start. Don’t force or pry, however.

 � While you’re no longer changing diapers or spoon feeding 

Signs your teen is in trouble and 
what to do about it

your teenager, older children need parents too. “Being there” 
for teenagers means reviewing report cards, communicating 
with teachers, facilitating extracurricular activities and being 
a great listener and emotional support system.

 � While you may be able to talk your child through some of 
life’s bumps in the road, some situations call for professional 
help. Not only is a therapist or psychiatrist professionally 
qualified to help develop coping skills, your child might feel 
more comfortable talking to someone objective. Such aid 
can be crucial to helping your teen move on and grow into 
a healthy adulthood, stresses Bahuguna.

 � Ensure your school offers easy access to mental health 
services and encourage your child to use those services.

 � Boost self-esteem by fostering your teen’s talents and 
regularly letting them know you love them. It is normal for 
a child to seek specialness. Unfortunately, this pursuit of 
specialness sometimes is exploited by abusive adults. It is 
important to fill teenagers’ specialness void by nurturing 
their innate talents, say experts.

“Society needs to believe the victim and the victim needs 
to believe that healing is possible with courage, honesty and 
patience,” says Bahuguna, emphasizing the need for trust 
and patience.

Teach kids to be 
honest

See “Kids” on page 7
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(NAPSI) – The best way to protect your 
family during an emergency situation is to 
have a disaster plan in place. If you are a pet 
owner, that plan must include your pets. A 
little preparation can save their lives. Non-
profit PetSmart Charities, the leader in pet 
adoptions and largest funder of 
animal welfare efforts in North 
America, urges people to create 
an emergency preparedness 
plan specifically for their pets.

Start by assembling a pet 
supply kit. It will take just a few 
minutes to pull items together 
now that will make a big dif-
ference when disaster strikes. 
PetSmart Charities suggests in-
cluding the following items in an 
easy-to-carry, waterproof container:

 � Your pet’s food, water and medications. 
Remember to look at expiration dates and 
replace these as often as needed to maintain 
freshness.

 � Contact information of your veterinarian 
in the event you have to foster or board 
your pet.

 � Information on feeding schedules, medical 
conditions and any behavioral problems in 
case your pet has to temporarily stay some-
where away from you.

 � Current photos of your pet with your 
contact information in case he or she gets lost.

 � Easily transportable pet beds, a portable 
water bowl and a favorite toy to reduce your 

Keeping your pets safe in 
an emergency

pet’s stress.
Some other helpful guidelines – Sources: 

PetSmart Charities, American Red Cross and 
American Veterinary Medical Association 
– include:

 � Keep dogs and puppies securely leashed 
outside your home and when traveling in 
the car.

 �Always transport cats and kittens in 
carriers.

 � Don’t leave pets unattend-
ed anywhere they might 

run off.
 � Contact hotels 

and motels outside of 
your area about their pet 

policies and any restrictions 
on number, size and species. 

Ask if a “no pet” policy can be waived in an 
emergency situation. Keep this list handy in 
your supply kit.

Even the calmest pets may panic during an 
emergency and hide or try to bite, scratch or 
escape, so you might consider having your 
pets microchipped, to more easily locate 
them if they are lost.

PetSmart Charities also helps pet parents 
stay informed during emergency situations. 
Stay connected by signing up for e-mail alerts 
at www.petsmartcharities.org/emergency-re-
lief. Preparing before disaster strikes will help 
you evacuate with your pets quickly and 
safely. By following these simple steps, you 
may just save a life.

be truthful with you if you have a great rela-
tionship. You can strengthen that relationship 
by being approachable, not judgmental. Talk 
regularly. Make a family dinner a routine part 
of your life. Schedule game nights, movie 

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – “KnowBullying,” the free mobile app from the Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Administration, offers tips for how to deal with bullies, how to work with 
schools on the issue and how to get mental health services. Learn more at www.samhsa.gov.

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – To help parents talk to kids 

about underage drinking, the “Talk. They 
Hear You.” app was developed by the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration and is available at www.
samhsa.gov/underage-drinking.

Kids Continued from page 7
nights and other enjoyable activities do with 
your children. 

 � Lead by example: Lying can be convenient, 
but resorting to dishonesty when talking to 
your children is always a mistake. You’ll risk 

normalizing deceit for an impressionable 
young person. Worse yet, your kids will 
have good reason to distrust you after you 
promise that the flu shot doesn’t hurt a bit. 

 � Encourage a culture of confession: If your 
child admits to wrongdoing, first be grateful 
for the honesty. While you must discipline 
him or her, the punishment shouldn’t be 
a deterrent for future confession. Hitting, 
shaming and generally making your child 
feel bad will only inspire him to lie in the 
future. But instead of sending your children 
to their rooms to play video games, you can 

help them reflect on how to do better next 
time. “Confession is not merely a clearing out 
of that which is wrong in us,” says Wilkes. 
“It is a realignment of what is best in us and 
an intention to live a better life.”

 � Nip it in the bud: Bad habits can start early 
and are often hard to shake, so it’s never too 
early to correct dishonest behavior in your 
child. And you can help kids avoid lying by 
giving them fewer opportunities to do so. For 
example, if you know who made the mess, 
don’t ask “Did you do this?” Confront him 
or her directly about it instead. 

 � Use literature: There are many fiction 
and non-fiction books that deal with ethical 
issues and honesty. Your librarian can help 
you find something age-appropriate to read 
and discuss with kids. 

Though there may be no portion of the 
school day devoted to it, honesty can be 
taught. Make sure you don’t let your kids 
skip this lesson.

For more information or to register, please call 724-2417.

JCC Co-ed Summer Sports Camps
Back To Basics Competitive Swim Camp
June 27 - July 1 • Ages 8 – 15  •  Time:  9 am – 3:30 pm
Join USA certi�ed swim coach, Jamie Burns and JCC aquatics sta� in this camp built around four principals: swimming 
e�ciently, training e�ectively, working as a team, and having fun. The cornerstone of this camp is a dedication to 
helping campers improve each of the four strokes when it comes to technique and race strategy. There will be 
exercises and drills inside and outside of the pool. Each Camper must bring lunch, sneakers, water bottle, bathing suit 
and towel. Fee: $175/$125 JCC Members

Future Stars Tennis Camp
Session I: June 27 – July 1 • Session II: August 15 - 19
Ages: 7 -10 • Time: 9 am - 12 pm
The focus of this camp will be skill and overall play improvement. Participants will learn proper form and improve their 
tennis skills. With drills and modi�ed games, it will challenge them and foster a great time! Camp will give them great 
gains in their skill, development and sportsmanship on and o� the court. Players must bring their own racket.
$150/$100 JCC Members per session

Step Up Your Game Basketball Camp
June 27 - July 1 • Ages: 10 - 14 •  Time: 9 am - 3:30 pm
This camp will give attention to individual skill improvement and team based activity with daily contests and
competitions. Dan Whalen will lead a fun-�lled week of basketball! Participants need to bring their own lunch and
may swim daily. Fee: $150/$100 JCC Members • includes a t-shirt and ball

NBA Week
Dates: August 15 - 19 • Ages 12 - 15 • Time: 9 am - 3:30 pm
Dan Whalen and his team of coaches will lead a week of basketball! This camp will be a week long tournament �lled
with games and activities. Players will be put into their teams by their coaches on the �rst day. Along with the
tournament will be activities based on skill improvement. Participants need to bring their own lunch and may swim daily.
Fee: $150/$100 JCC Members • includes a t-shirt

Little Stars Basketball Camp
Dates: August 22 - 26 • Ages 5 - 10 •  Times: 9 - 11 am
This camp teaches players the skills and attitude necessary to be successful in basketball. Our drills and exercises will 
guide in developing motor skills and coordination. Includes many skill-building activities, competitions and games!
$100/$50 JCC Members • includes t-shirt

Nothing But Net Shooting Camp
Dates: August 22 - 26 • Ages 11 - 15 • Time: 1 - 4 pm
This camp is an action packed afternoon of basketball. Our coaches will take the group through di�erent aspects of
scoring throughout the week. Each day we will then incorporate the skills learned into games and competitions.
The group will be divided appropriately according to age and skill level. $100/$50 JCC Members • includes t-shirt

Soccer Shots Camp
Date: August 22 - 25 • Ages: 5 - 11 •  Time: 9 am - 12 pm
Soccer Shots sessions are professionally designed and led by trained Soccer Shots instructors. Goals include character 
development, physical skills and fun are guaranteed. Soccer skills are taught through exercise, coordination, balance 
and agility. Campers are introduced to team dynamics, character formation, lessons in honesty, sharing, helping, 
respect, self control and attitude. Campers will swim from 11:30 - noon. Fee: $160/$140 JCC Members

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
BinghamtonDental.com

William R. Shakun, D.M.D.
David Salomons, D.D.S.
David C. Bray, D.M.D.

New Patients Welcome
• Crowns & Bridges
• Cosmetic Bonding & Bleaching
• Root Canal Therapy

18 Leroy Street, Binghamton, NY

723-8377

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
BinghamtonDental.com

William R. Shakun, D.M.D.
David Salomons, D.D.S.
David C. Bray, D.M.D.

Emergency Treatment Available
• Crowns & Bridges
• Cosmetic Bonding & Bleaching
• Root Canal Therapy

18 Leroy Street, Binghamton, NY

723-8377

Binghamton
Gastroenterology

Associates, P.C.

Noelle Buffum, FNP-BC • Jeffrey Hum, FNP-BC
Martha E. Langhorne, FNP-BC • Alissa J. Strojny FNC-BC

607-772-0639
40 Mitchell Ave., Binghamton, NY 13903

Leslie Bank, M.D.

Amine Hila, M.D.

Ali Marhaba, M.D.

Atif Saleem, M.D.

Gregory P. Scagnelli, M.D. 

Mark V. Shumeyko, M.D.

Binghamton
Gastroenterology

Associates, P.C.

607-772-0639 • 40 Mitchell Ave., Binghamton, NY 13903

Happy Passover from

Noelle Buffum, FNP-BC • Jeffrey Hum, FNP-BC
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Leslie Bank, M.D.

Amine Hila, M.D.

Ali Marhaba, M.D.

Atif Saleem, M.D.

Gregory P. Scagnelli, M.D. 

Mark V. Shumeyko, M.D.
423 East Main St., Endicott
          754-7221

Exceptional care from
kittenhood to the senior years!

THE  CAT DOCTOR
Susan M. Szczotka, DVM

Lynda Duckett, DVM

Love Your Pet? Insure Your Pet!
Call: Je� Greenblott

Colonial Voluntary Benefits
607-651-9191
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I’m muddling along, trying to figure out how best to care 
for the specific human beings I have been issued, and I’m 
not always sure if I’m making the right decisions... I’m 
certainly not going to tell anyone else whether they should 
co-sleep, cry-it-out, attach or free-range their kids. This 
is not a parenting book; it’s a parenthood book. It’s about 
the adult experience of parenting – about what it often is 
and what it can be.” Ruttenberg is the first to admit that 
she gets cranky and tired, and loses patience and wants to 
yell or just escape to a safe place where little hands aren’t 
grabbing her and no one is yelling “mom-meeeeee” every 
minute. However, she also believes it’s possible to experi-
ence the boredom and mess of childhood differently – as a 
way to attain what Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel called 
“radical amazement.”

Ruttenberg notes that few people think of child rear-
ing as a spiritual experience. However, she believes that 
parents have available to them “master teachers of radical 
amazement”: their children. For example, her books show 
how children experience a sense of awe – the “wow” of her 
title – in almost everything they do. That’s because children 
focus exclusively on the current moment – be it a great stick 
to play with or an interesting tree to look at. Unfortunately, 
their intense concentration usually interferes with their 
parents’ agenda – whether it’s the need to get to a doctor’s 
appointment or go grocery shopping so dinner will be ready 
on time. Ruttenberg suggests that if adults stop thinking 
about the future and focus on being in the present moment, 
their lives will change. Not only will they experience a sense 
of “wow,” but they will also understand what their child is 
feeling, which can help with meltdowns, temper tantrums 
and other difficult behavior. Ruttenberg notes that learning 
to do this is an ongoing process, one at which she frequently 
fails. However, when she does succeed, she not only helps 
her child, but creates a spiritual connection.

One specific Jewish example is how she connects the 
post-bathroom liturgy found in the morning prayer service 
to dealing with her children. The prayer thanks God for 
making certain that all of our openings and closings work, 
something without which we would be unable to stay alive. 
Ruttenberg believes mothers have never been taught to 
think of this prayer when dealing with the messy body 
moments of their children, whether it’s changing diapers 
or toilet training. The blessing also reminds her of how 
much is out of her control – of her inability to guarantee 
her children will always be healthy and safe. She notes that 
“it’s not necessarily a comfortable feeling, but it takes me 
to gratitude. There in the midst of changing yet another 
diaper or dragging a reluctant toddler to the bathroom one 
more time, we can think of this benediction and experience 
a fuller appreciation for the moment at hand.”

Ruttenberg’s ideas about finding spirituality in the every 
day will resonate not only with parents, but with others in 
the midst of difficult relationships. Readers might quibble 
about whether or not what the author suggests is possible, 
but Ruttenberg continually notes that she fails as often as 
she succeeds. However, she sees her successes as worth 
the effort, both for herself and her children. Her book does 
a wonderful job reminding us of the importance of con-
necting to those humans – small and large – who can drive 
us crazy one moment and fill us with amazement the next.

Unlike Ruttenberg’s work, which would fall in the self-
help category, Silverman focuses not on giving advice, but 
explaining how her messy, imperfect family came into 
being. The author comes across as neurotic – someone 
who lives in perpetual fear of losing a loved one, even 
with therapy – although this makes sense after reading 
about the freak accident that killed a younger sibling. 
Although Silverman has two natural children (both girls), 
she decides she wants to adopt. The majority of her mem-
oir talks about her first trip to Ethiopia to adopt a son and 
how this change affected her family. However, Silverman 
is not content with three children: after giving birth to her 
third daughter, she returns to Ethiopia to adopt a second 
son. Rather than present herself as a model parent, though, 
the author shows just how messy and mixed up her life 
is – and how filled with love.

In fact, Silverman believes that all lives are messy, that 
“we are all broken, we just are. But if we are a little lucky, 
and very willing to learn how, our shards and pieces can 
form mosaics of love and relationships – unwieldy, vibrant 
and cracked as they must be.” She uses Moses and the 
breaking of the tablets to explain her idea, noting that, in 
addition to carrying the second, unbroken set of tablets 
Moses received from God, the Israelites also carried the 
smashed ones with them: “Like the Israelites, carrying our 
brokenness can give us truth, dynamism and purpose.” 
Silverman admits that she doesn’t know where her family’s 
path will take them, but her hope is to create a true, loving 
and welcoming home for them all.

Silverman bravely shows the problems her family faces 
and never pretends she’s perfect. Even the difficulties her 
older daughters have in school – behavioral and scholastic 
– are related, as are her steps to help them, which aren’t 
always successful. Readers may find fault with the author’s 
behavior, but it’s hard to criticize her burning desire to 
spread love to as many people as possible. Silverman’s 
memoir is a brave, moving work that helps us expand our 
ideas about what it means to be a family.

Parent Continued from page 4
that they are really motivated by fighting communism.

Instead, state legislators are free to take the word of 
the founders and leaders of the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement, who have repeatedly made clear 
that their problem is with the existence of the Jewish state 
itself. They can notice, as they do in other discrimination 
situations, the broader context: that the BDS movement is 
a direct continuation of the Arab League boycott, which 
is as old as Israel itself. The boycott existed before Israel 
took control of territories across the 1949 Armistice Lines.

It is true that Israel is not synonymous with Jews. But 
having a largely Jewish population, and being home to 
the plurality of the world’s Jews, it is certainly a proxy 
for Jewishness. Just as a company runs afoul of discrim-
ination rules by using proxies like “neighborhood” for 
impermissible bias, lawmakers can reasonably conclude 
that an Israel-focused boycott is such a proxy.

Indeed, Spanish and French courts ruled recently that the 
boycott movement is a form of nationality-based discrimination.

The American Civil Liberties Union in New Jersey has 

Prevent Continued from page 2
come out against the bill. Under the statute, like its com-
panions in other states, regular commercial decisions that 
are not boycott-related do not trigger the law’s provisions. 
Critics of the bill, including the ACLU, use this banal fea-
ture to argue that the statute creates a “thought police” that 
will have to determine a company’s “motivation” in not 
doing business with Israel. However, anti-discrimination 
law typically requires the government to make a decision 
about motives. If a company fires a gay person, it could 
be because of normal business reasons or because of their 
sexual orientation. It is exactly because discriminatory 
business decisions can look like regular ones that the 
question of intent is always primary.

The ACLU does not see other anti-discrimination laws 
as creating a “thought police” into company’s motives. But 
there is only one Constitution, and its meaning does not 
change when it comes to Israel.

Eugene Kontorovich is a professor at Northwestern 
University’s Pritzker School of Law. He has been involved 
in drafting numerous anti-boycott laws across the country.

7 Court St., Suite 3, Binghamton, NY 13901 • (607)722-0039
www.citreapizza.com

COME ENJOY OUR
WOODFIRE OVEN PIZZAS & SMALL PLATES!

Open daily at 4pm
Lunch at Citrea

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 11:30am til 2pm
Open for brunch Saturday and Sunday at 11am

(Now accepting American Express)

We Deliver! Hours: Mon-Wed: 11:30am - 8pm • Thurs-Sat: 11:30am - 9pm • Closed Sunday

3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal, NY
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WIFI

Lunch Combo $8.54
11:30am - 4:00pm

Your Choice of 1 Sandwich (Beef/Chicken Shawarma or Falafel)
1 Side (Salad, French Fries or Rice)

and any drink out of the fridge
Call 15 minutes in advance and your order will be ready to pick up

ORTESE
Restaurant

117 Robinson St. on Binghamton’s East Side
All Major Credit Cards

www.corteserestaurant.com
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Cuisine
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Thick Pork Chops, Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Including Homemade Pasta Dishes & Desserts.

Complete Menu for
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For Dinner Reservations Call 723-6440
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Sun. 12 - 9 pm
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Congregational Notes

RABBI STEVEN P. NATHAN, JEWISH FELLOWSHIP OF HEMLOCK FARMS, 
THE SYNAGOGUE OF PIKE COUNTY

Weekly Parasha
Shelach Lecha, Numbers 13:1-15:41

Friday, July 1, light candles ................................ 8:25 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 2 ............................ 9:25 pm
Friday, July 7, light candles ................................ 8:23 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 8 ............................ 9:23 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or 
Saturday at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday 
services are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming 
services. Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates or 
more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, July 15, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat services.
On Saturday, July 16, at 10 am, there will be a study class.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family services 
and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes meet 
on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh grade b’nai 
mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther 
Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) 
classes will meet at times designated by their respective 
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday-Saturday, July 1-2, the bat mitzvah of 
Abigail Fuller, daughter of Gabe and Haley Fuller and 
Mortisha Williams, will be celebrated.

On Friday-Saturday, July 8-9, the bar mitzvah of 
Toby Kurzweil, son of Todd and Deirdre Kurzweil, will 
be celebrated.

Listen to the voice of your soul

In this week’s parasha, Shelach Lecha (Bamidbar/Num-
bers 13:1-15:41), Moses, at God’s command, chooses one 
leader from each of the 12 tribes to serve as spies. Their 
mission is to enter the land of Canaan, the Promised Land, 
and bring back a report about the land to the people. “See 
what kind of country it is... investigate its cities, people, 
soil and forests, and bring back some of the fruit of the 
land,” they are told. When they return, they do bring back 
huge bunches of grapes and other fruits, but 10 of the 12 
spies also bring back a report that, though the land is flow-
ing “with milk and honey,” it is filled with large, fortified 
cities and “giants” so huge that they made the 10 spies 
feel “like grasshoppers.” Only two of the spies, Yehoshua 
(Joshua) and Calev (Caleb), bring back a positive report 
and remind the people that God is with them, and so they 

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbis: Aminadav Adamit and Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbis’ e-mail: rabbiadamit@stny.rr.com; rabbisilber@stny.
rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, July 1 .........................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, July 2 ..........................................................9 am
 .................................................... Mincha/Maariv 8:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun.-Mon., July 3-4 ..............................................8:30 am
Tues., July 5 ..........................................................6:40 am
Wed.-Thurs., July 6-7 ...........................................6:30 am
Fri., July 8 .............................................................6:40 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., July 3-7 ............................................8:25 pm
Classes: Rabbi Aminadav Adamit will teach “Tractate 
Kiddushin” on Shabbat afternoons 45 minutes before Mincha. 
Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class every 
Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8:15 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, July 1, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, July 2, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah 
study. At 7 pm, there will be a Happy Hour and Havdalah. 
The program, the second organized by the Outreach Com-
mittee, will feature socializing and light refreshments. All 
are welcome to attend. At 8:15 pm, there will be a dinner 
at a downtown restaurant.

On Tuesday, July 5, at 10:30 am, the Tuesday Morning 
Book Club at Temple Concord will meet. At 7 pm, there 
will be an adult b’nai mitzvah class.

On Friday, July 8, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services, with Visual Tefillah in the library, led by Rabbi 
Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, July 9, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.

Temple Israel
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: TItammy@stny.rr.com or TILouise@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Regular Tuesday services and Friday Kabbalat Shab-
bat services will be held at 5:30 pm in the library of the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

On Saturday, July 2, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services in the meeting room at the Jewish Community 
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Services will be 
led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, Art Siegel and 
Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Richard Schneierson. 
The Torah portion will be Numbers 13:1-15:41. The 
haftarah will be Joshua 2:1-24.

The temple office will be closed on Monday, July 4.
On Tuesday, July 5, the temple office hours will be 

8-11 am.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish 

during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz 
at schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-
and-a-half weeks or more before the date to provide 
enough time to send out the notice. For those who prefer 
a different day to coincide with a yahrzeit date, contact 
the temple to work on making arrangements.

can overcome any obstacle or enemy.
Unfortunately, the people are carried away by the neg-

ative report of the negative majority and wonder if Moses 
brought them this far out of Egypt only to die in the desert. 
As punishment for following the negative report of the 
10 spies, God declares that the Israelites will wander in 
the desert for 40 years until this generation of adults die. 
Joshua and Caleb will be the only ones of that generation 
allowed to enter the land.

I would like to think that, at first glance, most of us would 
be incredulous when reading this story. For how could the 
people have listened to the negative reports? After all God 
had done for them, why couldn’t they trust God? However, 
I believe that most of us could in some way relate to the 
10 spies’ reaction and the response of the people, for they 

are very human. There is a tendency within many, if not 
most, of us to expect or believe the very worst when in a 
difficult or unknown situation. In spite of all the miracles 
that God provided, the people were still unwilling to accept 
the positive assessment of Joshua and Caleb, but more than 
willing to accept the words of the 10 spies, what the text 
calls an eidah ra’ah, or “evil community.”

The use of this phrase to describe the spies has always 
fascinated me. The Torah doesn’t merely call them a group 
of bad or misguided people, but an evil community! They 
were not merely 10 individuals acting alone, they were 10 
who banded together as one to mislead the people. In fact, 
the Talmud uses this phrase and this story as the main proof 
text for needing 10 people for a minyan (a community of 
See “Listen” on page 11
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Tramples Continued from page 2

prayer). Just as it took 10 acting in concert to create an evil 
community, so, too, it takes 10 to create a holy community. 
The number 10 represents the power of community to 
create or destroy, to bring holiness or chaos into our world.

But, what exactly made the spies’ actions so “evil”? 
Couldn’t they just have been so overwhelmed that they 
blurted out what they saw out of fear? The Gerer Rebbe, a 
great Chasidic teacher, taught that the evil wasn’t the thoughts 
of the 10 spies, but their actions. It was the fact that they 
delivered the bad report even after they had time to calm 
down and think it through. Even after they told of all the 
good things in the land. In this reading, their actions were 
quite intentional. Nehama Leibowitz, a 20th century Israeli 
scholar and teacher, expands this by teaching that the spies 
knew exactly what they were doing. They drew the people 
in by telling them of all the bounty in the land. Only then did 
they hit them over the head with the negative fear-mongering 
report. And using such hyperbolic words as “grasshoppers” 
and “giants,” they did indeed instill fear in the community.

The group of spies became an evil community the mo-
ment they said to the people, “We felt like grasshoppers 
ourselves, and so we must have appeared to them (the 
giants in the land).” They didn’t focus simply on how the 
giants might have viewed them. Rather, the primary focus 
of their comment was their self-perception and lack of 
self-confidence. And if they, as tribal leaders, felt this way, 
then who were the people to disagree? And so, if this was 
intentional, as the commentators say, this was the verse 
that clinched it.

It seems that even after all the miracles that God did for 
the people, the main stumbling block was a slave mentality 
that caused the people to still view themselves as inferior 
and powerless. These feelings may have lurked beneath the 
surface, but they emerged into the light when the leaders 
gave their report. It didn’t matter that God was on their 
side; what mattered was that they did not believe that they 
were up to the task

So many times in our life we are faced with a dilemma 
similar to that of the people. Do we trust in God, in some 
higher power, in the force for goodness in the universe 
or whatever you choose to call it, or do we give in to our 
natural human fears? Do we take a step forward into the 
unknown, afraid but still in faith, or do we stay where 
we are, or even go backwards? Do we believe the evil 
fear-mongering and hatred that we hear, or do we follow 
the voice in our heart?

If we look at those who fought against tyranny and 
oppression, even when they were outnumbered, we are 
looking at those who would have listened to Joshua and 
Caleb rather than to the other 10. We see this in someone 
like Rosa Parks or others who fought in the civil rights 

movements, but were not Dr. King. Everyday people, 
who could have seen themselves as grasshoppers, but 
instead saw themselves as human beings with a soul and 
inalienable rights.

It may be true that Parks and those like her did have 
Dr. King and the other leaders pointing the way, but they 
also had elders in their community who were afraid to 
“rock the boat” for fear of violence and retaliation, and 
understandably so. This is true in every great revolution or 
fight for civil rights that has ever occurred. It is the partner-
ship of visionary leaders and ordinary citizens with heart, 
soul and faith that make a change. The Israelites had two 
visionary leaders among the spies, but they did not have 
the heart, soul or faith to hear them. And so they listened 
to the others. And their punishment from God was that 
they would wander in the desert for 40 years until they all 
died, except for Joshua and Caleb. That way, it would be 
the next generation that would enter the Promised Land.

There are so many ways in which I could apply this to our 
world today, for there are so many fear-mongering leaders 
trying to tell us that if we follow a certain path we will surely 
meet our demise. Leaders who believe that they, themselves, 
are indeed giants and that they can make the people believe 
that they are grasshoppers, and that, as grasshoppers, they 
should be afraid of others who are trying to take away their 
rights or change their world for the worse.

We must not allow ourselves to listen to those voices. 
We must pay attention. We must be mindful. We must 
listen to the voice of our soul. If we do that, we will find 
the Joshuas and Calebs in our world, and within us, and 
we shall listen to them.

These are indeed frightening and difficult times. But 
listening to the hatred and fear-mongering, whether in the 
guise of political discourse or religious dogma – will only 
lead to us becoming part of an evil community and not a 
holy community.

Today, especially, we must remember what happened to 
our ancestors and try to follow in the footsteps of Joshua 
and Caleb in forming our communities and in working 
toward changing our world, rather than wandering through 
it aimlessly. We must remember that anything is possible if 
we use the power within us that comes from the Divine. In 
fact, it is our duty to make God’s presence manifest in this 
world by doing mitzvot, commandments or good deeds, 
by healing the world and by fighting injustice and lies 
masquerading as truth. Only then can we be like Joshua 
and Caleb, and so many others.

Our ancestors were unable, or unwilling, to do this, but 
hopefully we are. This is an important message for us to 
remember as we face the difficulties, and the possibilities, 
of life one moment, one day at a time.

Listen Continued from page 10

At right, l-r: Jewish Community Center 
Fitness Supervisor Mary Gates and 
longtime member Carl Levine read the 
paper on the JCC’s Bud Koffman bench, 
which was donated by friends of the 
Koffman family in celebration of Bud 
Koffman’s 90th birthday. “I have been a 
member of the JCC since the 1940s and 
it has been a part of my life and daily 
routine,” said Levine.

JCC holds annual meeting

Mari Cintron (left) and Lynette Errante, Jewish Community 
Center youth and camp director (right), presented Shalexus 
Crooke (center) with the Jewish Family Service Personal 
Merit Award.

Outgoing Jewish Community Center President Jeff Platsky 
inducted incoming President Carrie Wenban.

Adrianna Wenban and Bud Koffman attended the Jewish 
Community Center annual meeting on June 14.

Jewish Community Center Early Childhood Center teachers 
Melissa Hart, Megan Benjamin and Marley Vavra enjoyed 
desserts prepared by Victor Torres (not pictured).

New bench donated to JCC

Even then, perceptive Jews understood that an attack on 
the free speech of one community would ultimately affect 
all of us. In his 1947 testimony to the House Un-American 
Affairs Committee, playwright Samuel Ornitz declared, 
“In speaking as a Jew, I speak in a deeper sense as an 
American, as the one who has to take the first blow for 
my fellow Americans. For when constitutional guarantees 
are overridden, the Jew is the first one to suffer... but only 
the first one.”

As Jews who have too often suffered from invasions 
on our civil liberties, we cannot pretend that the attack 
on free speech will spare us. Nor can we defend or 
ignore an attack on American democracy, which has 
allowed our community unprecedented safety and 
religious freedom.

This is not to say that all speech is protected. Proponents 
of BDS have sometimes blurred the lines by insisting that 
free speech includes the right to say anything anywhere 
anytime. Rather, this right prevents the government from 
regulating speech. Those who complain about being evicted 
from forums where they try to yell over an Israeli speaker, 
or about not being invited to speak in certain settings, cannot 
claim a violation of free speech. Nor is there constitutional 
protection for hate speech, such as that defaming Jews or 
inciting violence. BDS supporters seeking allies on free 
speech protections lose their credibility when they ignore 
these distinctions.

Beyond the violation of free speech, the executive order 
and the likely copycat laws have already sparked a back-
lash against Israel and the Jewish community. To some, 
our community’s willingness to tolerate and promote such 
strategies proves our unwillingness to hear any criticism 
of the State of Israel or of its current government. This 
perception only fuels the growing BDS movement. To 
reverse this trend, Jewish organizations that have pub-
licly supported New York’s anti-BDS measure must ask 
Governor Cuomo to rescind this law, oppose the passage 
of copycat laws and proudly stand up for the right of free 
speech, even when we disagree.

Ultimately, BDS will not be overcome through banning 
speech, through rhetoric or through diverting attention to 
Israel’s positive contributions to the world. The only way 
to end popular support for BDS is to create a long-term 
agreement that protects the human rights and security of 
both Israelis and Palestinians. Rather than support extreme 
measures to curtail free speech, Jewish organizations and 
leadership – both in the United States and in Israel – should 
devote our full energy and creativity to this pursuit of peace.

Rabbi Jill Jacobs is the executive director of T’ruah: 
The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights.
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murdered. The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage made the offer in a letter it sent 
last week to the regional government of Mazovia, the Rzeczpospolita daily reported on June 
19. The takeover could open up new funds for upgrading the small museum in Treblinka, 
whose grounds in the 1960s were turned into a Polish national monument featuring hundreds 
of stones inscribed with the names of the countries and places from which the victims had 
originated. It also has a room-sized museum displaying some objects, mostly work tools, found 
at the site. Before retreating, the Nazis largely destroyed the facilities of the relatively small 
camp, which was spread across nearly 57 acres, including the southeastern extermination area 
with its brick building containing three gas chambers, each measuring 170 square feet. From 
the Depths, an organization that deals with Holocaust commemoration in Eastern Europe, 
welcomed the move, which comes amid a government-led campaign that is widely seen as 
designed to highlight Polish victimhood during World War II and counter claims that Poles 
were complicit in the Holocaust. “It is very promising to see that the Polish government, along 
with the public international campaign against calling the death camps ‘Polish Death camps,’ 
have also stood to take further responsibility for those sites on current-day Polish soil,” From 
the Depths founder Jonny Daniels told JTA. He has criticized Polish authorities for perceived 
neglect of some Holocaust sites. Poland’s right-wing government is advancing legislation that 
would criminalize the use of the term “Polish death camps.” In February, Poland’s deputy 
justice minister, Patryk Jaki, told reporters in Warsaw: “Stop attributing to Poland the role 
of Holocaust author.” The government-operated Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Muse-
um opposes even mentioning that the former death camp is in Poland, urging journalists to 
change the geographical characterization to “German-occupied” territory. Treblinka, Daniels 
said, “has been mismanaged by regional authorities, with little funds going into security or 
upkeep of the site and visitors were unable to get a true understanding of what happened 
there.” Separately, From the Depths this week facilitated a deal with a Polish Jewish group, 
TSKZ, in which it will house the new offices of the Polish Society of the Righteous Among 
the Nations, whose members were recognized for risking their lives to help Jews survive the 
Holocaust. The society’s previous office, on the second floor of a suburban building without 
an elevator, was inaccessible to some of the elderly members.
Venezuelan Jews authenticate 19th-century mikvah

Venezuela’s Jewish community has certified the authenticity of a 200-year-old mikvah, or 
ritual bath, found in 2013 during restoration work on a museum. The president of the Institute 
of Cultural Heritage of Venezuela, Omar Vielma, said the finding in Coro near the Alberto 
Henriquez Museum marks a precedent to preserve the site as the first Jewish settlement in the 
country. Vielma said he expects to find more artifacts. “The certification is essential for this 
finding to gain legal support aiming at, in the near future, being named part of Venezuela’s 
official cultural heritage,” said Vielma, who was present for the certification on June 20. 
Archaeologists and anthropologists have noted the unique design of the mikvah and said it 
was used by the Jewish inhabitants of the area, the Correo del Orinoco newspaper reported. 
The finding in Coro, the capital of the Falcon state in western Venezuela about 200 miles 
from Caracas, has been catalogued by the Institute of Cultural Heritage as an example of 
diversity of the archaeological heritage of the site, which was declared a World Heritage Site 
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, or UNESCO. The 
Jewish community was given the land where the mikvah was discovered. The site had been 
damaged by torrential rain and flooding in 2010. The mikvah will become a study object in 
the curriculum of the school of anthropology at the Universidad Central de Venezuela and 
will be added to the country’s national registry for cultural heritage. Venezuela is home to 
some 9,000 Jews, down from some 25,000 in 1999. Many Jews left, mainly for Florida and 
Israel, due to a deteriorating financial and social climate, along with a growing antisemitic 
environment established under the Hugo Chavez and Nicolas Maduro regimes.
Israel’s Chief Rabbinate agrees to mikvah immersion without 
attendant

The use of an attendant during mikvah immersion in Israel will be changed from man-
datory to optional. Israel’s Chief Rabbinate and Ministry of Religious Services agreed on 
the change in a filing on June 22 with the Supreme Court. The state religious bodies were 
responding to a suit filed by ITIM, a group that supports Israelis in their encounters with 
the country’s religious bureaucracy. “Female mikvah bathers can decide for themselves 
whether to follow this halachic rule (immersing in the presence of the female mikvah 
attendant), including bathing by themselves or with the company of a friend, while the 
local religious council and its employees will not condition the bathing with the presence 
of the female mikvah attendant during the ritual bathing,” read the response delivered to 
the court by the state attorney’s office, according to ITIM. Religious authorities believe 
the supervision of an attendant at a mikvah, or ritual bath, is necessary to ensure that the 
woman’s immersion is done according to halachah, or Orthodox Jewish law, including 
ensuring that every part of the woman, including all her hair, is under the water at the same 
time. Some women have complained of mistreatment by mikvah attendants or a screening 
that is too rigorous. Victims of sexual abuse also have asked to not be observed during 
immersion. The response clarifies that the religious position of the Chief Rabbinate is that 
immersion in the mikvah must be done in the presence of a female mikvah attendant and 
that signs to that effect should hang in all mikvahs. Last July, ITIM filed the petition on 
behalf of 13 women calling on the Supreme Court to instruct the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs to require all religious councils to maintain “a procedure aimed to protect the 
personal privacy of all mikvah bathers,” as well as to instruct all religious councils to 
enable bathing without the presence of the female mikvah attendant in cases where the 
women demand it. Rabbi Seth Farber, director of ITIM, in a statement congratulated the 
Chief Rabbinate “on showing compliance and an understating to the needs of the many 
women who wish to bathe in the mikvahs, thus bringing them, and many other women, 
closer to this important mitzvah.” The Tzohar rabbinical organization called the decision 
“a further important step forward in promoting Jewish practice and halachah in Israel in 
an atmosphere of love and acceptance rather than coercion.” 

Four Palestinians get life sentences in murder of Israeli 
Jewish couple in front of their kids

Four Palestinians were sentenced to life in prison for the murder of a Jewish Israeli 
husband and wife in the West Bank. On June 22, the four members of a Hamas cell that 
killed Naama and Rabbi Eitam Henkin in front of their four young children last October 
were sentenced in military court in the West Bank, according to i24news. The cell mem-
bers – Amjad Aliwi, Yahya Haj Hamed, Samir Kusa and Kerem Razek – each were given 
two life sentences plus an additional 30 years. The Oct. 1 attack on the Henkins as they 
were driving with their children came at the beginning of a wave of Palestinian terrorism 
that has killed 33 Israelis and four non-Israelis. More than 200 Palestinians have also 
been killed, approximately two-thirds while attacking Israelis and the rest during clashes 
with troops, according to the Israel Defense Forces. The attackers originally had intended 
to kidnap the Henkins, but instead shot them at close range, according to reports. The 
children, who were in the back seat of the car, were uninjured. The family lived in Neria, 
a West Bank settlement. Three of the four Palestinians sentenced had also been involved 
in two previous shooting attacks on Israelis, the army said. Another Palestinian involved 
in the attack, along with two others involved in the planning, are awaiting sentencing. 

From JTA
Ex-envoy Michael Oren opposes agreeing to U.S. defense 
assistance package offer

Michael Oren, the former Israeli ambassador to the United States, reportedly is counseling 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu not to conclude an agreement with the Obama admin-
istration to expand and extend defense assistance to Israel. Oren, a Knesset member with the 
centrist Kulanu party, has in closed meetings broken with party leader Moshe Kahlon, the 
finance minister who is urging Netanyahu to conclude the deal, The Jerusalem Post reported 
on June 22. Israel’s current package, averaging $3 billion a year, is set to expire in 2018, 
and the Obama administration hopes to conclude a 10-year extension that would increase 
assistance to between $4 billion and $5 billion a year. According to the Post, the U.S.-born 
Oren, who has emerged since leaving the ambassadorship in 2013 as a harsh critic of Pres-
ident Barack Obama, opposes the agreement as it currently stands because it wraps missile 
defense spending into the agreement; calls for cuts in spending the allocation in Israel’s defense 
sector; and would anger Republicans, who might see the deal as burnishing Obama’s legacy. 
He apparently favors waiting out the elections to pursue the deal. Until now, missile defense 
spending has been subject to the approval of Congress, which routinely greatly increases 
whatever the president – Republican or Democrat – requests. Wrapping missile defense 
into the defense assistance package would freeze out Congress and constrain Israeli bids to 
increase spending for projects like Iron Dome or Arrow. U.S. defense assistance routinely 
comes with a requirement that the money received by a beneficiary country is spent on U.S. 
defense contractors. Israel is the only exception, with a codicil that until now allows a quar-
ter of the package to be spent in Israel. Kahlon and others in Israel’s political and defense 
establishments favor closing the deal now in part because Donald Trump, the presumptive 
Republican presidential nominee, has not committed to defense assistance for Israel. On at 
least one occasion, he has said he would consider making Israel pay for the assistance. Net-
anyahu until now has been reluctant to close a deal reportedly because he fears Obama will 
use it to bolster his pro-Israel credentials ahead of setting out recommendations for a final 
status arrangement between Israel and the Palestinians.
Polish gov’t wants to take over, upgrade Treblinka museum

Poland’s government offered to take over from a local authority the responsibility for 
preserving the grounds of the former Nazi death camp Treblinka, where 870,000 people were 
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