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Miriam Elman, a political 
scientist at Syracuse University, 
will give a presentation on the 
rise of antisemitic hate speech 
across the globe on Sunday, July 
31, from 4-6 pm, at The Space @ 
GreenStar Co-op, 700 W. Buffalo 
St., Ithaca.

After her talk, which will 
be free and open to the public, 
the audience will be invited to 
participate in small groups to 
discuss the topic. The event 
will be sponsored by the 
Ithaca Area United Jewish Community, 
a non-profit organization that supports 
Jewish communities locally and around 
the world.

Elman, an associate professor at Syr-
acuse University’s Maxwell School, will 
discuss the boycott, divestiture and sanction 

The Israel Scouts will perform on Tues-
day, July 26, at 7 pm, at the Jewish Com-
munity Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. 
The event will be free to the community, 
but RSVPs by calling the JCC office at 
724-2417 will be appreciated.

Founded in 1919, the Israel Scouts were 
the first Zionist youth movement in Israel 
and the first egalitarian Scouting movement 
in the world where boys and girls partic-
ipated together. The first delegation was 
sent to the United States in 1958. Today, 
the Israel Scouts, Tzofim, remain the only 
non-political youth movement in Israel and 
are supported mainly by the Ministry of 
Education and Culture.

The show will present music and im-
agery that are meant to represent Israel’s 
people, cultures, heritage and landmarks. 
The caravan’s mission is “to teach, learn 
and create friendships in the community.” 
This summer’s caravan is named Afik.

After two and a half years without a 
synagogue building, the congregation of 
Temple Israel will be occupying its new 
home. On Friday, July 22, a Kabbalat 
Shabbat service will inaugurate the new 
building. A celebratory march of the Torahs 
to the new building from the Jewish Com-
munity Center will begin the festivities at 
5:30 pm. Everyone in the community is 
welcome to attend the event. A kiddush 
will be offered. 

The final efforts at readying the build-
ing are currently being undertaken. This 

New Temple Israel building opens

The new Temple Israel building

includes moving the offices, repairing any 
items that have been damaged during the 
move, the hanging of paintings and wall 
plaques, and moving items that are in 
storage. The grand opening gala will take 
place on Sunday, September 25.

Temple Israel representatives offered 
their thanks for “the generosity of the JCC 
and its leadership in providing a temporary 
home for Temple Israel. This community 
has been very supportive and many thanks 
to Temple Concord for housing Hillel Acad-
emy during this period.”

Israel Scouts to perform 
at JCC on July 26

The 2016 Tzofim Friendship Caravan, 
Afik.

Talk on hate speech in 
Ithaca on July 31

Miriam Elman

movement, which was adopted 
by dozens of NGOs at the 2001 
U.N. Conference Against Rac-
ism held in Durban, South Africa. 
Elman argues that the campaign 
has become antisemitic in its 
intent and has generated anti-Is-
raeli positions in a number of 
other social movements, ranging 
from Black Lives Matter to the 
gay rights community.

Elman is the editor or co-ed-
itor of five books, including 
“Jerusalem: Conflict and Co-

operation in a Contested City,” published 
in 2014. She also directs the International 
and Intra-state Conflict and Collaboration 
program at Syracuse University.

For more information, contact Marcia 
Zax, chairwoman of the Ithaca Area United 
Jewish Community, at mszdds@gmail.com.

Jewish Film Festival in 
Ithaca at Temple Beth-El

The Arts Committee of Temple Beth-El 
of Ithaca has announced its second Jewish 
Film Festival will be held this summer in 
the social hall of the temple, located at the 
corner of Court and Tioga streets in Ithaca. 
The lineup includes “Dough,” which was 
screened on June 23, “Raise the Roof” on 
Thursday, July 21, and “In Search of Israeli 
Cuisine” on Thursday, August 18. Doors 
will open at 6:30 pm for free refreshments 
and socializing. The films will begin at 7 
pm. Tickets cost $8 at the door. All films are 
appropriate for children ages 10 and older.

“Raise the Roof” (U.S., 2015, 85 
minutes), to be shown on July 21, is a 
documentary by filmmakers Yari and 
Cary Wolinsky. The Trillium Studios film 
depicts the journey of Rick and Laura 
Brown, of Handshouse Studio, as they re-
constructed the roof and painted ceiling of 
the Gwozdziec Synagogue, an 18th century 
structure that is said to rival the greatest 
wooden architecture in history.

Cary, who is also an award-winning 
National Geographic photographer, and 
Yari, the director, went behind the scenes 
to reveal the Browns’ decade-long endeavor 
to recreate a nearly lost piece of Polish 
Jewish history. The film examines how 
the synagogue was built, who built it and 
why. With the Browns leading more than 
300 students and professionals from 16 
countries, the film is said to “capture the 
echoes of World War II while revealing 
an optimistic and creative time in Jewish 
history that has been lost.” At one time, 
there were some 200 wooden synagogues 
across the Polish-Lithuanian countryside. 
None survived destruction during the Nazi 
occupation of Poland.

“This film is about a remarkable dream 

and a journey of re-discovery. It is a story of 
larger-than-life characters – one that starts 
with tragedy and ends in triumph,” said 
Yari. “It highlights the cautious optimism 
of a new generation and a growing dialogue 
between Jews and Poles about the past and 
the future, providing a unique and positive 
way to connect with Jewish history.”

“Raise the Roof” documents the chal-
lenges of the Browns and the Handshouse 
Studio team as they begin building the new 
Gwozdziec roof in Poland. The crew had 
six weeks to hew, saw and carve 200 freshly 
logged trees and assemble the structure 
with period hand tools and paints. Working 
against the deadline and despite downpours 
and exhaustion, the team created the struc-
ture and disassembled it again for shipping 
and eventual installation.

“The team recovers more than an ob-
ject – they recover a lost world,” noted the 
filmmakers.

The hand-made, nearly full-scale replica 
of the Gwozdziec roof was unveiled in 2014 
as the centerpiece of the POLIN Museum 
of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw.

For more information about the film, 
visit www.polishsynagogue.com.

“In Search of Israeli Cuisine” (U.S., 
2016, 97 minutes), to be shown on August 
18, is a “documentary portrait” of the Israeli 
people through their cuisine. Developed in 
the last 30 years from the contributions of 
more than 100 cultures, Israel’s cuisine is 
said to reflect the country’s advancement 
“on many levels.” Israeli refreshments will 
be served.

The film festival is made possible through 
Menemsha Films and the National Center 
for Jewish Film. For more information, 
call 257-9924.

At left: “Raise 
the Roof” will be 
shown at Temple 
Beth-El in Ithaca 
on Thursday, July 
21.
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In My Own Words

It wasn’t Elie Wiesel’s death that sparked these thoughts, 
but reading about his life’s mission gave them a new clarity. 
This realization has been long in coming because it’s so 
foreign to my basic nature as a pacifist. It’s not that I don’t 
believe there are just wars; some definitely deserve that 
name. However, two things make me extremely cautious 
when thinking about military actions: 1) My reading about 
the horrors of war and the long struggle for recovery after-
ward and 2) having come of age during the Vietnam War, 
which left me very wary when the U.S. government says 
we need to send troops to a foreign country.

I was not a supporter of the invasions of Afghanistan 
and Iraq, but also felt that our actions meant we have a 
responsibility to those countries to help them recover from 
the devastation that occurred. It’s immoral to destroy a 
country’s infrastructure and not help them replace it. Even 
worse: Political analysts who are far more learned than I 
am have suggested that U.S. actions in those two countries 

State of the world
helped create the nightmare that is now known as ISIS. 
That idea horrifies me.

The nightly news tells of the ongoing Civil War in Syria 
and the starvation occurring in a country that has basically 
been destroyed. While they don’t get as much press as this 
year’s events in Paris, there have been suicide bombings 
and other types of attacks in Turkey, Bangladesh and Saudi 
Arabia recently. By the time this is published, I’m sure 
there will be even more to add to the list.

What does this have to do with Eli Wiesel? He said we 
need to speak out for others – to be the voice of those who 
have no voice. Frankly, I’m terrified by the idea of war; 
it scares me deep in my soul in a way that words can’t 
express. It’s so hard for me to write this, but it must be 
said – because it’s time now to stand witness and declare 
the world must do something about ISIS. And that some-
thing more may have to be increased military action and 
boots on the ground.

I don’t have the answers on the best way to accomplish 
this. I certainly don’t want the U.S. to ultimately fight 
this battle alone. We need the U.N. and nations across 
the world to meet and discuss the best approach to stop 
this force of destruction. That includes having a plan on 
how to help the countries most affected by ISIS after any 
military action because we can not just think in military 
terms. We must also create a world where disaffected men 
and women will find a constructive way to live their lives. 
Once again, I appeal to the experts – not just those who 
are quick to support a war, but those seeking other ways to 
handle this problem. I dread the idea of another world war; 
even writing that shakes me to my core. But, how can we 
stay silent when we are mourning the passing of someone 
who spoke for so many others – not just his fellow Jews, 
but anyone who was oppressed? We must remember the 
heartfelt cry after the Holocaust: Never again. That means 
never again for anyone.

By Leilah Mooney Joseph
(Kveller via JTA) – It finally happened. My son is almost 

9 months old, and this week, for the first time, a stranger 
came up to me and asked me to “take him somewhere 
else.” Even worse, it happened at synagogue.

The woman who approached me was quite obviously 
not a member of our congregation – and when some of the 
clergy and lay leaders later heard what happened, they were 
a combination of embarrassed, irritated and bemused. Each 
of them said to me, with a smile, “Well, clearly she is not a 
member here.” This was obvious to me, as it was to them, 
because our congregation – Adas Israel in Washington, 
DC – is about the most kid-friendly place I have ever been.

Walk into our main sanctuary on a given Saturday and 
amid the chanting and praying and shuffling of pages, you’ll 
hear a symphony of children’s voices. Laughing, singing, 
crying, asking questions – doing all the things kids do. 
Look around and you’ll see kids on the bima, kids in the 
pews with their families, kids walking the aisles, mamas 
nursing babies, papas clutching kids under a tallit as they 
rock rhythmically back and forth. In one service, you’ll 
even find a play area for kids off to the side of the room.

It’s one of my favorite things about our community, 
and I can safely say that someone who doesn’t believe 
children belong in sacred spaces wouldn’t last more than 
a week at Adas.

The day after my unfortunate confrontation with this 
anonymous heckler, I thought a lot about writing some-
thing addressed to her: “An open letter to the woman who 
tried to kick me and my son out of our own sanctuary.” I 
thought about telling her that I take my son to synagogue 

A stranger at synagogue told me to take my son 
“somewhere else”

with me because I believe that if we want our children 
to learn how to behave in synagogue, if we want them to 
develop a love of Judaism, not just a sense of obligation, 
we have to bring them with us and let them be themselves 
in the sanctuary.

I thought about telling her that I had helped organize 
the communitywide vigil for the victims of the Orlando 
shooting that she tried, and failed, to exclude me from. That 
I had spent all week holding back my tears and desperately 
needed a solemn moment of reflection among my commu-
nity, even if I had to do it sitting on the floor behind the 
last pew while my son nursed. That leaning over a woman 
who is nursing a baby and interrogating her (“Isn’t there 
anywhere else you can do that?”) is never OK, even if you 
are also a woman. That if she would leave me alone long 
enough to listen to the speaker, she’d hear him explaining 
that Talmud demands we prioritize life over death, which 
could help explain why it’s in fact appropriate for a happy, 
gurgling baby to be present at a vigil or memorial service.

I thought about publishing one of those open letters, 
one of those rants that seem to so often go viral these days. 
But I realized that for all the things she chose not to see or 
find out about me, there are plenty I don’t know about her 
either. Did I meet her on one of her worst days? Did she 
lose someone in the Pulse shooting? Did she go home and 
think, “Wow, I can’t believe I lost my cool like that – how 
embarrassing”? I don’t know.

Actually, the person I really wish I could talk to is the 
other target of this woman’s misguided scolding – the man 
who was standing next to me holding his 1-year-old son. 
The man who had also relegated himself to the back of the 

room, trying to keep his kid quiet as he listened with tears 
in his eyes to the prayer for peace. The man who turned 
beet red and fled the sanctuary as soon as she approached 
us and asked us to take our kids elsewhere.

Here’s what I wish I could say to that dad:
I don’t know your name or what brought you to the 

Orlando vigil that night. I don’t know if you’re a member 
of another congregation or if you’re even religious. I don’t 
know if you’re a single parent or if you, like me, were flying 
solo that night because your partner was working. But I 
hope that encounter won’t discourage you from bringing 
your son back to shul. I hope you didn’t leave Adas that 
night with the message that a sanctuary is no place for 
children. I hope the next time someone asks you if you can 
take your son somewhere else, you’ll remember seeing me 
stand my ground and feel brave enough to do the same. I 
hope that in the future, when you’re alone with your son, 
you won’t hesitate to come to synagogue, whether to pray, 
to sing, to learn or even just to schmooze. I hope you’ll 
bring your son with you and give yourself a chance to ex-
perience whatever it is you come to synagogue for. Being 
a parent does not disqualify you from those needs, those 
moments or those places. If you’re anything like me, you 
might realize that it only enhances them.

Leilah Mooney Joseph is a writer and activist who 
blogs at https://medium.com/@LeilahMJ. She lives in 
Washington, DC.

Kveller is a community of women and parents who 
convene online to share, celebrate and commiserate their 
experiences of raising kids through a Jewish lens. Visit 
Kveller.com.

Seven Elie Wiesel books that show the range of 
his influence

By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) – Most people know Elie Wiesel as the author of 

“Night,” one of the first published autobiographical accounts 
of what life was like inside Nazi concentration camps. The 
book, which helped shape the American understanding of 
the effects of the Holocaust, has since become a staple on 
high school reading and best-seller lists.

But Wiesel, who passed away on July 2 at 87, wrote 
more than 50 books of fiction and nonfiction – and not 
all were focused on his harrowing experiences in the 
Auschwitz and Buchenwald camps. He was interested in 

political activism, philosophy and religion, and his books 
ranged from novels that question the existence of God to 
a journalistic expose on the plight of Soviet Jewry.

Here’s the Wiesel reading list everyone should know.
 � “Night” (1960)
Arguably the most influential book on the Holocaust, 

“Night” brought the atrocities faced by Jews in the con-
centration camps to the forefront of American conscious-
ness. The book’s narrator, Eliezer, chronicles his hellish 
experience in Auschwitz through a lyric, fragmented style 
now acknowledged as a “genuine artistic achievement.” 

Young Eliezer survives the torturous labor and murderous 
Gestapo, but his belief in God is forever altered.

 � “Dawn” and “Day” (1961, 1962)
Along with “Night,” these two works form a trilogy 

that deals with the Holocaust and its aftereffects. Although 
“Night” has been variously described as a memoir, a novel 
and a “testimony” (by Wiesel himself), these two books 
are decidedly fictional. In “Dawn,” a Holocaust survivor 
moves to pre-state Israel (what was then the British Mandate 
of Palestine), joins the Irgun (a predecessor of the Israel 
See “Books” on page 3
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Auschwitz really happened – and this artsy 
architecture exhibit proves it

By Alex Ulam
VENICE, Italy (JTA) – It’s been more than 50 years since 

the Nuremberg trials, yet proving the Holocaust actually 
happened remains an ongoing project. Why? For one, the 
Nazis covered their tracks, deliberately leaving gaps in the 
historical record. (In the death-camp blueprints that survive, 
for example, gas chambers were often labeled as morgues 
or “undressing rooms.”) As the years pass, survivors and 
eyewitnesses are dying or suffering dementia. Add in social 
media – including the rise of the “alt-right” – and it creates 
an ideal environment for neo-Nazis to swiftly disseminate 
claims that the Shoah is a fiction.

Filling the breach in our understanding of the Holocaust is 
a relatively new discipline called forensic architecture, which 
analyzes renderings, documents, videos and photographs 
of buildings and infrastructure and uses them to re-create 
atrocities, ranging from drone strikes on apartment buildings 
in wartime to the gassing of millions of Jews at Auschwitz.

An example of how forensic architecture can be used 
to set the record straight is on display at this year’s Venice 
Architecture Biennale. Titled “The Evidence Room,” it 
runs though November 27.

An exhibit about Auschwitz might seem out of place 
in an international gathering that typically showcases 
state-of-the-art architecture and cutting-edge building 
materials. (The show features the work of 88 architects in 
the main exhibition, plus works by architects representing 
their countries in 63 national pavilions.) However, this 
year’s Biennale is titled “Reporting from the Front” and 
the show’s curator, Alejandro Aravena, indicated that his 
agenda is to highlight how architecture can be utilized to 
further humanitarian aims.

Case in point: Robert Jan van Pelt, the curator of “The 
Evidence Room” and a professor at Canada’s University 
of Waterloo, tells JTA he considers Auschwitz’s crematoria 

“the most important building of the 20th century.” But his 
assessment isn’t based on aesthetic merits. It’s “for the simple 
reason that it had changed the course of history,” he explains.

“The Evidence Room,” in which van Pelt aims to address 
the ethical responsibilities of architects, re-creates some of the 
definitive evidence used in a landmark British court trial 16 
years ago that pitted the American Jewish historian Deborah 
Lipstadt against the Holocaust-denying British historian 
David Irving. The trial – soon to be dramatized in a major 
motion picture – is viewed as a watershed in the ongoing 
campaign against Holocaust deniers because it relied on 
actual physical evidence as opposed to anecdotal accounts.

Some of this evidence is on display in van Pelt’s ex-
hibit, which is located in a 500-square-foot space at the 
Biennale’s Central Pavilion. The walls are white plaster 
and adorned with bas reliefs that depict blueprints for the 
gas chambers, photographs and illustrations based upon 
eyewitness accounts, including an image of a kneeling 
naked Jewish woman being shot in the back of the head 
by a German officer.

What makes the exhibition stand out from familiar Holo-
caust museum exhibits, however, are three full-scale models 
of gas chamber apparatus designed by the Nazis. There’s a 
mechanical gas canister delivery system encased by sturdy 
metal grillwork; a rough-hewn door with a grill-covered 
peephole, and a wood ladder propped against a wall with a 
small, locked hatch. These items, designed and fabricated 
by University of Waterloo students and faculty based on 
photos and eyewitness testimony, are also painted white.

The intention is to use this aestheticized architecture 
exhibit to enable visitors to better visualize subject matter 
that has been relegated to history books and courtrooms. 
“The forensic study of architecture was able to show that 
Irving had deliberately misrepresented historical evidence,” 
Aravena writes in his essay on “The Evidence Room” in 
the Biennale’s catalog.

Van Pelt, who curated “The Evidence Room” with fellow 
professors Donald McKay and Anne Bordeleau, along with 
arts producer Sascha Hastings, has spent decades studying 

Defense Forces) and struggles 
with an order to execute a 
British officer. In “Day,” a 
Holocaust survivor comes to 
terms with his World War II 
experiences while recuperat-
ing in a hospital after being 
injured in a car accident.

 � “The Jews of Silence” 
(1967)

In 1965, Wiesel was sent 
to the Soviet Union by the 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz. 
His observations on the plight 
of Jews there – who suffered 
from antisemitic discrimina-
tion and were forbidden to 
publicly practice their religion 
– became the catalyst for an ac-
tivist and political movement 
in the West that eventually 
helped thousands migrate to Israel and other countries in 
the 1980s. “I would approach Jews who had never been 
placed in the Soviet show window by Soviet authorities,” 
he wrote. “They alone, in their anonymity, could describe 
the conditions under which they live.”

 � “A Beggar in Jerusalem” (1970)
Wiesel turned his imagination to the Six-Day War in 

this novel originally written in French, which won France’s 
prestigious Prix Medicis award. Wiesel, who worked as a 
journalist in France after being liberated from Buchenwald, 
muses on suffering and loss through the protagonist David, 
a Holocaust survivor who runs into a group of beggars near 
the Western Wall days after the war. Their stories bring him 
back to his painful memories of World War II and fighting 
Arab soldiers in the 1967 war.

 � “Souls on Fire: Portraits and Legends of Hasidic Mas-
ters” (1972)

Wiesel, who struggled with his faith after his Holocaust 
experiences, never lost his fascination with Chasidism, 
the ecstatic spiritual movement of which his grandfather 
was a follower. “Souls on Fire” is a collection of lectures 
on the lives of the early Chasidic masters from Eastern 
Europe, starting with the movement’s founder, the Baal 
Shem Tov, and including storytelling rabbis and kabbalists 
who continued the tradition. The portraits combine history 
and legend, and along the way, Wiesel wrestles with the 
question of whether men can speak for God.

 � “The Trial of God” (1979)
This eerie story – one of the very few plays Wiesel wrote 

– is set in a Ukrainian village in 1649, where a Cossack 
pogrom has just wiped out all but two of the town’s Jews. 
Instead of staging a Purim play, the survivors – along with 
three actors – stage a mock trial of God. Although the play 
is set in the 17th century, Wiesel has said he based it on an 
event he witnessed at Auschwitz, when three rabbis came 
together to indict God for allowing the Holocaust to happen.

Books Continued from page 2

the architecture of Auschwitz and gathering physical evi-
dence to show the workings of the Nazis’ systems. Thanks to 
his research, many myths have been definitively debunked 
– including that deadly gas emanated from shower heads. 
(It actually came from gas canister delivery systems like 
the ones represented in the exhibit.)

Van Pelt, 60, who is Jewish and is named after an uncle 
who was murdered at Auschwitz, says his initial inspira-
tion to study Auschwitz came in the 1970s, when a line 
in the film 1955 French documentary “Night and Fog” 
resonated deeply with him: “The architects calmly plan the 
gates through which no one will enter more than once.” 
A decade later, as a graduate student, he decided that the 
study of Auschwitz was just as important to the history of 
architecture as the study of the Chartres Cathedral.

Van Pelt discovered many of the documents and plans 
for Nazi death camps in archives in Eastern Europe that 
were opened after the fall of communism in 1989. Later, 
in 2000, he used some of the materials during testimony 
he gave as an expert witness in the Irving-Lipstadt trial. 
Van Pelt’s research subsequently became the basis of his 
590-page book titled “The Case for Auschwitz: Evidence 
from the Irving Trial,” which Aravena read several years 
ago and led him to invite van Pelt to the Biennale.

As it happens, near “The Evidence Room” is another 
exhibit featuring forensic architecture – this one by Eyal 
Weizman, an Israel-born professor at Goldsmiths, Univer-
sity of London. Unlike van Pelt’s work, which confirms 
accounts of events that Jews have long known to be unas-
sailable, Weizman uses tools of the discipline to raise much 
more controversial questions about Israel’s treatment of 
the Palestinians. At the Biennale, Weizman’s exhibit is in 
part about the impact of Israeli drone strikes on buildings 
in Gaza and their occupants. His work has been used in 
investigations by organizations such as the United Nations 
and Amnesty International into state-sponsored violence.

Weizman, who coined the term forensic architecture and 
credits van Pelt as an inspiration, got his start documenting 
what he calls illegal occupations in Israel. The discipline 
comes from his efforts to implicate Israeli architects for 
violations of international law and and human rights

“Many neighborhoods in the occupied parts of Jerusalem 
as well as in the West Bank are designed to control Pales-
tinian communities and to generate material harm,” he says.

During a tour of his exhibition at the Biennale’s opening, 
Weizman explains that forensic architecture has become 
more critical to documenting contemporary war crimes 
because modern warfare increasingly involves the targeting 
of buildings in dense urban environments. As a result, in 
places like Gaza, “the home has become the most dangerous 
place for people to be,” he says.

As for van Pelt, his pioneering forensic research on 
Auschwitz has made him into a world authority on methods 
of mass murder. Recently he aided Mexican prosecutors 
investigating the incineration of the bodies of dozens of 
murdered students. Having studied how corpses were 
burned in open-air pits at Birkenau – as well as having 
researched a Nazi unit that was tasked with opening and 
burning mass graves, with the goal of erasing physical 
evidence of the Holocaust – van Pelt helped challenge the 

Elie Wiesel, the author of 
more than 50 books, in 
the study of his New York 
City home on  October 
14, 1986. (Photo by 
Allan Tannenbaum/Getty 
Images)

The interior of “The Evidence Room” at the Venice 
Architecture Biennale, with models of an Auschwitz gas 
column, a gas-tight hatch and a gas-tight door. (Photo by 
Fred Hunsberger)

A view of “The Evidence Room” (Photo by Fred Hunsberger)

See “Exhibit” on page 4
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Some journalistic efforts have a personal component. 
Take, for example, Chanan Tigay’s “The Lost Book of 
Moses: The Hunt for the World’s Oldest Bible” (Ecco/
HarperCollins). How did Tigay become curious about the 
life of Moses Wilhelm Shapira and the mysterious scroll 
he claimed was an early variation of the biblical book of 
Deuteronomy? It was partly serendipity: Tigay’s father – 
a rabbi and scholar – wrote a 600-page commentary on 
Deuteronomy and, at one Friday night dinner, told Shapira’s 
story after the conversation turned to a discussion of biblical 
frauds. There the author learned that in 1883, Shapira, who 
owned a store in Jerusalem that sold antiquities, offered to 
sell a scroll featuring a different version of Deuteronomy 
to the British Museum. However, the scroll was declared a 
fraud, Shapira died not long after and the scroll disappeared.

Tigay was intrigued by the story because “Shapira’s 
manuscripts... were strikingly similar to another great desert 

The mystery of the missing scroll
find that had altered the course of Near Eastern archae-
ology: the Dead Sea Scrolls. Shapira’s Deuteronomy was 
said to have been discovered in a cave. So, too, were the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. Shapira’s were full of departures from 
the traditional biblical text. So, too, were the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. Shapira’s strips were found by Bedouin wandering 
in the desert. So, too, were the Dead Sea Scrolls. Indeed, 
their discovery six decades after Shapira’s death had led 
some scholars to reopen the investigation of his oddball 
Deuteronomy, whose dismissal all those years earlier, they 
now believed, might have been tragically premature.” Tigay 
finds this mystery “intoxicating” and looks not only to 
learn more about Shapira, but to find the lost material and 
learn whether or not it is an ancient, previously unknown 
version of Deuteronomy.

“The Lost Book of Moses” features two different sto-
ries. The first is a biography of Shapira, which places his 
behavior in the context of his times. Born in 1839, in a 
town that at different historical periods belonged to either 
Russia, Lithuania or Poland, Shapira received a traditional 
Jewish education. During his 20s, he and his grandfather 
traveled to Israel to find Shapira’s father, who had taken 
the journey years before and disappeared. Unfortunately, 
his grandfather died during the trip and the 26-tear-old 
Shapira arrived in Jerusalem “stateless and alone.” The 
city was an unpleasant place to live: “Disease was rampant, 
work scarce, and tension among – and within – religions 
constant. With a total population of just fifteen to eighteen 
thousand, putrid animal carcasses littering the streets, and 
the threat of cholera lurking, Jerusalem’s singles scene 
could not have been inspiring.” Jews were among the 
poorest inhabitants in the city. Shapira found solace in 
the Protestant church – receiving spiritual and material 
help from the connection, along with the introduction 

to the woman who would become his wife. In return, he 
converted to Christianity.

Although Shapira had modest success with his store 
at first, he sought to make his fortune by selling Moabite 
pottery. Unfortunately, questions about the pottery arose, as 
did questions about whether or not Shapira was involved in 
the forgery. The antiquities dealer recovered, next selling 
scrolls purchased – or stolen, depending on who was telling 
the tale – from isolated Jewish communities in other areas 
of the Middle East. Then the Deuteronomy scroll appeared, 
which Shapira thought would finally make his fortune, but 
instead destroyed his life.

The other story featured in “The Lost Book of Moses” is 
Tigay’s research and travels – from Philadelphia to Europe 
to Israel to Australia to San Francisco – to find the miss-
ing scrolls. Tigay discovers that he’s not the only person 
searching – something that at first disturbs him because 
the others are far ahead of him. However, the spirit of the 
adventure sustains him, although at times Tigay wonders 
if he will ever be able to solve the mystery. The author’s 
research keeps hitting dead ends, but he is remarkably 
persistent in his attempt to try one more thing. He also 
redefines his task: Is there some way to determine if the 
scrolls were real, even if he can’t find one to test?

Tigay does an excellent job combining the story of 
Shapira with his own personal quest. His look at the early 
period of archeology and the history of the biblical text are 
well done: readers without any background will find the 
material easy to understand. The list of individuals from the 
19th century and contemporary times was helpful because 
so many personalities are discussed. Although the book is 
journalism rather than fiction, it still contains a mystery, 
so this review won’t reveal its ending. However, it did feel 
convincing, if not entirely satisfying.

Exhibit Continued from page 3
Mexican authorities’ version of the students’ abduction 
and murder. These days, however, aside from assisting in 
occasional forensic investigations, van Pelt says he’s mostly 
focused on academic research and educating his students. 

He says the history of Auschwitz serves as a warning 
for architects to be socially conscientious about the impact 
of the buildings they design. One example: the refugee 
housing being built in parts of Europe that van Pelt says 
“is starting to approach concentration camp conditions.”

“Architects should get the equivalent of the oath of 
Hippocrates,” van Pelt says. “When I teach my class, I tell 
them the story of Auschwitz – and I say whatever you do 
with your career, don’t do this.”
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State of NY (SSNY) on 05/24/2016. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, c/o 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited 
liability company is: TYNAN 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was March 8, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Webster, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/24/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Syracuse, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/24/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Whole Health Nutrition 
Center, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
June 3, 2016. The county in which 
the principal place of business of 
the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent of the Company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Fiber Internet Finder, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was June 7, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company (LLC). Name: 
Congdon Appraisal LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on May 
9, 2016. NY office location: Broome 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The post office address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is 3644 Pheasant 
Lane, Endwell, NY 13760. Purpose/
character of LLC: Real Estate 
Appraisal
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Black Button, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with the Secy. of 

 
X93 BFF, LLC, a domestic LLC, 
filed with the SSNY on 6/2/16. 
Office location: Broome. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Aldo Solares, 3720 81st St., 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
General purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Abby and 
April’s Dad, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/02/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 20 Cedar Ct., Endicott, 
NY  13760.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Qualification of Forge 
Construction, LLC.  Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/01/16. Office location: Broome 
County.  LLC formed in Texas (TX) 
on 05/12/05.  SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 11811 Forge 
Dr., Frisco, TX  75035, also the 
principal office address.  Arts of 
Org. filed with the TX Secy. of 
State, James E. Rudder Bldg., 
1019 Brazos, Austin, TX  78701.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

LEGAL NOTICE OF THE 
FORMATION OF AN LLC: BAMN 
Property One, LLC filed with the 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
6/15/16. Office loc.: Broome County. 
SSNY is designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process to C/O 
Sall Associates Ltd, 81 Main St., 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Registered 
agent for the LLC is Sall Associates 
Ltd, 81 Main St., Binghamton, NY 
13905, and is to be the agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. Purpose: any lawful 
business purpose. Dissolution date: 
none.
______________________

LEGAL NOTICE OF THE 
FORMATION OF AN LLC: BAMN 
Property Two, LLC filed with the 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
6/15/16. Office loc.: Broome County. 
SSNY is designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process to C/O 
Sall Associates Ltd, 81 Main St., 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Registered 
agent for the LLC is Sall Associates 
Ltd, 81 Main St., Binghamton, NY 
13905, and is to be the agent of the 

LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. Purpose: any lawful 
business purpose. Dissolution 
date: none.
______________________

Notice of formation of 
CLEARWATER CORNER, LLC. 
Art. Of Org. filed with the Sect’y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 06/22/16. 
Office in Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to the LLC, PO 
Box 2384 New York, NY 10008. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY

The name of the Professional 
Limited Liabil i ty Company is: 
KATHLEEN BERRY KENNEDY 
N U R S E  P R A C T I T I O N E R 
IN PSYCHIATRY, PLLC ( the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was April 7, 2016. The County in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against 
the Company to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 
13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
New York 11228. The purpose of 
the business of the Company is 
professional psychiatry nursing 
services. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of PQRS 
Holding, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/16/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 1070 Conklin Rd., 
Conklin, NY  13748.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Core of Dewitt, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
3/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC 
agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: LLC, Attn: John 
G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None. 

      L E G A L  N O T I C E
B&BCS, LLC, a domestic LLC, 
filed with the SSNY on 3/9/16. 
Office location: Broome. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Ryan Herceg, 26 Maple St., 
Harpursville, NY 13787. General 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Lalor Shared Services, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was June 3, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 

The name of the limited liability 
company is: Upstate Entertainment 
Productions, LLC (the “Company”). 
The date of filing of the Articles 
of Organization of the Company 
with the Secretary of State was 
June 3, 2016. The county in which 
the principal place of business of 
the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent of the Company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of DMKH, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/18/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 111 Newlands St., Chevy Chase, 
MD  20815.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________
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By Aryeh Werth
JNS.org

The fifth Jerusalem Post Annual Con-
ference in New York City generated debate 
not only about the future of the state of 
Israel, but also about the future of the host 
of the May gathering – Israel’s widest-read 
English-language newspaper.

Indeed, the U.S. is a fitting location 
for the annual conference of a newspaper 
whose website (www.JPost.com) attracts 
five million unique visitors and more than 
20 million page views each month – with 
about 70 percent of that online readership 
coming from America.

Nearly 1,500 attendees witnessed The 
Jerusalem Post’s generational shift in 
leadership on May 22, as its outgoing top 
editor, Steve Linde, 56, handed over the 
reins to incoming Editor-in-Chief Yaakov 
Katz, 36. The transition looked seamless on 
stage, but the 86-year-old newspaper faces 
the challenge of adapting to the demands of 
the 21st-century journalism industry.

From the outset, Katz faces a number 
of strategic questions, including: How will 
The Jerusalem Post maintain its lead over 
growing competition online? How will the 
new editor attract younger Jewish readers 
who are generally less affiliated religiously? 
Will there be any changes to the newspaper’s 
editorial stance?

Jerusalem Post, heavyweight in English-language 
Israel news, starts a new chapter

In separate interviews with JNS.org, Katz 
and Linde discussed the transition and the 
possibility of changes at the newspaper. 
“It’s too preliminary to talk about change,” 
Katz says. “But what I will say is that The 
Jerusalem Post serves as the main platform 
that sets the agenda for what the Jewish 
world reads, and for what people interested 
in Israel read. I want to strengthen that.”

As arguably the leading source for Israel 
news in English, the newspaper plays a spe-
cial role in the Diaspora – and that isn’t lost 
on Katz. “By serving as a news platform, 
we help Jews connect to Israel. That’s a 
huge responsibility and it will be a key part 
of what the paper is in the future,” he says.

Katz’s background seems to match the 
tasks at hand. A religious Zionist, he grew 
up in a modern Orthodox home in Chicago 
and made aliyah with his family at age 15. 
He spent four years in the Israel Defense 
Forces Armored Corps and later earned a law 
degree at Bar-Ilan University. The new editor 
is young enough, perhaps, to understand how 
to reach the younger audience – yet he is also a 
Jerusalem Post veteran. And he likes to tweet.

“Yaakov is an extremely talented jour-
nalist and writer who also happens to have 
great managerial and people skills. I am 
sure he will be a great editor-in-chief,” says 
Katz’s predecessor, Linde.

Katz, who wears a yarmulke, is believed 

to be the first Orthodox editor of The Jerusa-
lem Post. His journalistic instincts seem to 
cause him to bristle when asked how being 
a Torah-observant Jew will influence him in 
his new role – but he answers the question 
anyway. “Where my observance plays in is 
only in one way – and that is because I keep 
Shabbat from Friday on sundown to Saturday 
night, [when] I don’t tweet, I don’t write and 
I don’t look at our website,” he says. 

Katz’s journalism career started almost 
accidentally. As a newly married law stu-
dent at Bar Ilan-University, he needed to 
pay the bills. He found a job at Haaretz as 
a part-time copy editor, and his passion for 
journalism was born. After a stint writing 
for USA Today, he joined The Jerusalem 
Post in 2003 as a military correspondent 
and covered the IDF operations of the next 
decade, including Operation Cast Lead in 
Gaza, the Second Lebanon War and the 
disengagement from Gaza. While at the 
newspaper, he authored a widely read 
book, “Israel vs. Iran: The Shadow War.” 
His second book, “Weapons Wizards: How 
Israel Became a Military Superpower,” is 
expected to be published later this year.

In 2012, Katz left the Holy Land for Harvard 
University on a year-long Nieman Fellowship 
for journalists. Instead of returning to The 
Jerusalem Post, however, he was appointed 
senior advisor to Naftali Bennett – leader of 
the religious Zionist political party Habayit 
Hayehudi (Jewish Home), Israel’s former 
economy and Diaspora affairs minister, and the 
current education minister. “He is a talented, 
dedicated Zionist. A loss for me, a great gain 
for the media,” Bennett tweeted after Katz was 
named editor of The Jerusalem Post.

The Jerusalem Post is considered an influ-
ential newspaper whose readership includes 
top decision-makers, such as diplomats. Its 
print circulation is 15,000 on weekdays and 
40,000 for the weekend edition, but the In-
ternet “is really our main engine,” says Katz. 
“While our print edition is still strong – circu-
lation is up and it’s an important part of what 
the Post is – there’s no question it’s a fraction 
of the millions who come to our website [and 
our] Twitter and Facebook pages.”

But JPost.com’s longstanding status as the 
most-visited English-language Israel news 
website is being threatened – by a familiar 
face. TimesofIsrael.com, launched in 2012 
by former Jerusalem Post Editor-In-Chief 
David Horovitz, is now neck and neck with 
JPost.com in terms of Web traffic, according 
to an external estimate by SimiliarWeb. Some 
readers have preferred TimesofIsrael.com for 
what they believe to be a more sophisticated 
website design, better navigability and a vast 
open blogger platform. Also on JPost.com’s 
heels is the left-leaning Haaretz.com, with 
an estimated 4.3 million unique visits per 
month compared to JPost.com’s five million.

“Competition is healthy,” Katz says 
coolly. He says he believes The Jerusalem 
Post will prevail over growing competition 
because of the quality and breadth of its 
content, from news to features to com-
mentary. Significant resources and effort 
are also going into upgrading JPost.com, 
including enhanced back-end technology 
and better video integration. “But one thing 
we need to do, and it’s a challenge for a lot 
of newspapers today, is to be fast online, to 
break news,” says Katz. “It’s a question of 
speed versus accuracy. We are extremely 
responsible, as opposed to some of our 
competition who go for the sensational 
headline and it turns out to be a lie.”

Perhaps the only thing not subject 
to change is the editorial stance of the 
86-year-old newspaper: openly Zionist, 
but centrist. That self-described positioning 
has two core pillars, Katz explains. “We are 
unequivocally in favor of peace with the 
Palestinians, even if it involves a territorial 
compromise – but it has to be a genuine 
peace. We believe in equality for all Jews 
no matter what denomination – Orthodox, 
Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist. 
They should all have a place in Israel, and 
be recognized as full Jews in Israel.”

Despite the newspaper’s Zionist stance, 
Katz believes its news coverage is objective 
and that its commentary reflects a full range 
of views – left, right, and center. 

Linde – a Jerusalem Post employee 
for 20 years, including five years as edi-
tor-in-chief – tells JNS.org that he is actually 
staying with the newspaper, as its senior 
features editor, in addition to writing a book 
and engaging in his own joint projects with 
“organizations that do good in the world.” 
During his time as editor-in-chief, Linde led 
a significant digital expansion, including 
improving the website; launching French 
language, Hebrew language and Christian 
edition websites; adding online video el-
ements; and building up the newspaper’s 
social media platforms. Linde also launched 
the newspaper’s popular annual policy con-
ferences in New York City and Jerusalem.

“Borrowing from a phrase coined by 
our founding editor, Gershon Agron,” says 
Linde, “I would say we are the best Hebrew 
newspaper in English.”

New Jerusalem Post Editor-in-Chief Yaakov 
Katz (left) with outgoing editor-in-chief 
Steve Linde on stage at the newspaper’s 
fifth annual conference in May in New York 
City. (Photo by Marc Israel Sellem)

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Israeli Navy successfully tests long-range missiles

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The Israeli Navy has successfully tested two 
long-range anti-ship Harpoon missiles, launching them at a decommissioned Israeli na-
val vessel 100 kilometers (62 miles) away and hitting the target accurately. Two of the 
Navy’s missile boats, INS Hetz and INS Herev, fired the Harpoon to its maximum range 
at the target, the INS Atzmaut, a Saar Class 4 missile ship that was deactivated about a 
year ago and was used in the exercise to simulate an enemy ship. It was sunk offshore 
following the hit. Col. Ziv Rom, the commander of the navy’s Missile Boats Flotilla, 
said that “this was a unique exercise, which involved all the components of our force. 
The missiles accurately struck the target, an old ship that once served us well but is now 
at the bottom of the sea.” The Harpoon missile system is manufactured in the U.S. and 
is considered the most advanced missile in the navy’s arsenal, with its own independent 
missile guidance method and a low-level, sea-skimming cruise trajectory.
IDF to use computerized training to reduce risk of PTSD

The Israeli Defense Forces are planning incorporate an Israeli-designed computerized 
training program that can prevent post-traumatic stress disorder (or PTSD) in soldiers. The 
system, developed by researchers at Tel Aviv University, the IDF Medical Corps and led by 
Prof. Yair Bar-Haim, takes soldiers through computerized training sessions that can change 
how the soldier processes trauma in the brain. Soldiers must identify a specific symbol on 
the screen while at the same time being presented with either neutral and threatening faces 
or words on the same screen. Training includes four, 10-minute sessions over the course 
of one month. Researchers measured the success of the computerized training program by 
studying soldiers who went through the training before and after the 2014 Gaza War. Those 
who had undergone the training prior to the war were 70 percent less likely to develop 
PTSD. The results of the study were published on July 5 in Psychological Medicine. The 
U.S. Army is also studying the research to consider using the training as well. 
International Space University comes to Israel

The International Space University will hold its annual Space Studies Program in Israel, 
marking the first time the institution will hold the training program in the Middle East. The 
2016 Space Studies Program will be held at Israel’s Technion Institute of Technology in 
Haifa between July 12 and September 1. “ISU has a long-standing relationship with Israel 
in general and Technion in particular. ...It is therefore a genuine pleasure for ISU to further 
enhance this relationship and convene the SSP16 session in Haifa. It is evident that there will 
be considerable interest from other countries to discover more closely the amazing hi-tech 
achievements and cultural richness of the host site,” said Prof. Walter Peeters, president of 
ISU. The SSP is a two-month intensive program offering professionals and post-graduate 
students an opportunity to develop professional experience in various space disciplines 
including space engineering, space policy, economics and law, space management and 
business, space and the humanities, space applications, and human performance in space.
Natan Sharansky joins protest against rabbinical court 
decision rejecting conversion

Jewish Agency Chairman Natan Sharanksy on July 6 participated in a demonstration in 
front of the Chief Rabbinate building in Jerusalem over a recent decision by the rabbinical 
court in Petach Tikvah to reject a conversion by American Rabbi Haskel Lookstein, a 
Modern Orthodox rabbi from New York. “Rabbi Lookstein is a man of great renown and 
a lengthy record of accolades and achievements,” Sharansky said in a statement posted 
by the Jewish Agency. “At a time when we are combating efforts to delegitmize Israel, 
as our enemies attempt to sever the ties between young Jews and the Jewish state, this is 
deeply detrimental to Israel’s image among Jewish communities around the world.” The 
protest was organized by Lookstein’s former students and ITIM, an NGO advocacy group 
who appealed the Petach Tikvah decision. As a result of the decision by the rabbinical 
court, all of Lookstein’s previous conversion would be rejected as well. Other leaders 
participated in the demonstration, including Modern Orthodox leader Rabbi Shlomo 
Riskin and several members of the Israeli Knesset. The Supreme Rabbinical Court on 
July 6 heard an appeal of the case, but has not yet announced its decision.

"The 5 M&M's of Leadership Success"
Co-sponsored by Martha Sauerbrey/Stop the Clock Skincare,

The Women's Business Center of NYS and The Reporter Group

Featuring:
Tracy Higginbotham - President, Women TIES

Women TIES
Greater Binghamton Luncheon

RSVP to www.womenties.com or 315-708-4288 by July 18.
This is a women only event.

Wednesday, July 20 • 11:30am - 2pm
Traditions at the Glen,

4101 Watson Boulevard, Johnson City, New York

Published by the Jewish   Federation of Greater Binghamton
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Congregational Notes

RIVKAH SLONIM, EDUCATION DIRECTOR, CHABAD CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDENT LIFE AT 
BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

Weekly Parasha
Chukkat, Numbers 19:1-22:1

Friday, July 15, light candles .............................. 8:19 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 16 .......................... 9:19 pm
Friday, July 22, light candles .............................. 8:14 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, July 23 .......................... 9:13 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or 
Saturday at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. 
Holiday services are also held. Check the weekly e-mail 
for upcoming services. Contact the president to get on 
the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants 
span the gamut of observance and services are largely 
dependent on the service leader. The Friday night siddur 
is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur 
is “Gates of Prayer.” The community extends a warm 
welcome to the Jewish student population of SUNY 
Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates or 
more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, July 15, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat services.
On Saturday, July 16, at 10 am, there will be a study class.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for 
Humanistic Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization 
that brings people together to explore and celebrate 
Jewish identity, history, culture and ethics within 
a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part of an 
international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, 
a national association with over 30 member communities 
and congregations around the country. Established 
in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish 
holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar 
and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their 
children with a Jewish identity and experience.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family services 
and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes meet 
on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh grade b’nai 
mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, July 16, Tot Shabbat will be held at 
11:15 am.

On Sunday, July 17, at 3 pm, at the temple, “The World 
of Salomone Rossi,” a look at an Italian Jewish musician, 
will be presented by guest scholar Nina Lazar Sobelman. 
Sobelman  resides in Rehovot, Israel, where she teaches 
piano and harpsichord. She also conducts an ongoing 
series of lecture-demonstrations about 18th century music 
for the harpsichord. The talk is part of the 40th Anniversary 
Lecture Series in honor of Rabbi Scott Glass.

On Thursday, July 21, the TBE Arts Committee will 
show “Raise the Roof” in the social hall. Doors will open 
at 6:30 pm for refreshments, with the film at 7 pm. The 
cost will be $8. All are welcome to attend.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbis: Aminadav Adamit and Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-noon; 
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbis’ e-mail: rabbiadamit@stny.rr.com; rabbisilber@stny.
rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, July 15 ........................................................... 7:15 pm
Shabbat, July 16 ............................................................ 9 am
 .........................................................Mincha/Maariv 8:05 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., July 17 ............................................................. 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., July 18-22 ...................................................... 7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., July 17-21 ............................................ 8:20 pm
Classes: Rabbi Aminadav Adamit will teach “Tractate Kiddushin” 
on Shabbat afternoons 45 minutes before Mincha. Rabbi Zev 
Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class every Tuesday evening 
after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8:15 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, July 15, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, July 16, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.
On Tuesday, July 19, at 7 pm, there will be an adult 

b’nai mitzvah class.
On Thursday, July 21, at 10:30 am and 7 pm, there 

will be Holy Torah Rollers.
On Friday, July 22, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat 

services, with visual Tefillah in the library, led by Rabbi 
Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, July 23, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah study.

Ours is an era of reason, if not wisdom. From a young 
age we are trained to seek proof; we gravitate toward the 
statistically substantiated and the scientifically qualified. 
The result is an almost knee jerk, automatic eschewing of 
that which must be accepted on blind faith.

It is this theme that is central to our parasha and is 
embodied in its name Chukkat. Our sages teach that the 
commandments of the Torah are divided in three categories. 
The first is mishpatim; laws which are perfectly logical and 
of the sort human beings would in all likelihood have devised 
on their own, such as the prohibition against murder and 
theft. The second category is aidut: laws which were put 
into effect to bear witness to axiomatic theological beliefs 
or/and the most important junctions in our national history. 
Examples of this include the observance of Passover or 

Fulfilling Divine wishes

the mounting of a mezuzah on our doorposts. Finally, the 
Torah is comprised of chok; the category of statutes that 
defy logic, the laws that transcend human intellect and 
intelligence. Examples of these laws include kashrut ( the 
kosher diet) and shatnez ( the prohibition against wearing 
a garment made of a combination of wool and linen).

In this week’s parasha, we are introduced to what is the 
most celebrated and enigmatic example of the chok category, 
and certainly to the contemporary Western mind, the most 
bizarre. “Speak to the children of Israel that they shall take 
to you a red, perfect cow without blemish, upon which no 
yoke was laid...” (Numbers 19:2) The Torah delineates the 
details of the purification rite in which this rare species, 
a red cow (the existence of only nine such calves have 
been recorded in the annals of history) was slaughtered, 

its carcass burned, the ashes mixed with spring water and 
this unique mixture used to absolve Jews of ritual impurity 
contracted through contact with death. Among the most 
difficult details to understand is the paradoxical law which 
renders impure, the priests involved in the preparation of 
this purifying agent. So “beyond the ken” is this law, that 
even King Solomon, who was said to understand the entire 
Torah and the reasons for all laws, even those which are 
categorized as a chok, was stymied and perplexed by the 
law of the Red Heifer.

In introducing this law, the Torah uses the words, “zot 
chukat Hatorah,” this is the statute of the Torah. The obvious 
question is, why doesn’t the verse simply state, this is the 
statute of the Red Heifer? The simple explanation is that 
See “Wishes” on page 8

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.con or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Regular Tuesday services and Friday Kabbalat Shab-
bat services will be held at 5:30 pm in the library of the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

On Saturday, July 16, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services in the meeting room at the Jewish Community Center, 
500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Services will be led by Howard 
Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, Art Siegel and Leonard Feld. Bima 
guest will be Marcia Hofstein. The Torah portion will be 
Numbers 19:1-22:1. The haftarah will be Judges 11:1-33.

From Monday-Thursday, July 18-21, the temple office 
hours will be 8-11 am. On Friday, July 22, the temple 
office will be closed. 

On Friday, July 22, a Kabbalat Shabbat service will inau-
gurate the new building. A celebratory march of the Torahs 
to the new building from the Jewish Community Center will 
begin the festivities at 5:30 pm. Everyone in the community 
is welcome to attend the event. A kiddush will be offered. 
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Jewish Community Center

Fun in the sun at Camp JCC

L-r: During the first week of camp, Chrystian Burdick, Zoey Hampton and Sindi Zhou 
enjoyed their day trip to Chucksters with Camp JCC.

L-r: Adrianna Foley and Anjali Patel took part in Camp JCC’s mosaic elective.

Camp JCC’s Maccabee and Osem campers spent an afternoon at Chucksters playing mini 
golf. L-r: Zev Rosales, Harrison Cappellet, Seb Coulton, Myles Clement and Joe Massaro.

Campers played “Drip, Drip, Drop” in the hot sun.

L-r: Camper Adrianna Foley and Camp JCC Art Director Nora Graven made Latin 
American inspired paintings.

The TLC campers dressed up to lead the Ruach Circle during the first week of Camp JCC.

L-r: Enjoying a round of mini golf at Chucksters were Aishie Patel, Shira Green, Isabel 
Goncalves, Miranda Chiguma and counselor Sidney VanTuyl.

Drive for a Causeat the 21st Annual

Jewish Community Center
Golf Tournament

Wednesday, July 27 at Vestal Hills Country Club
12:30 pm SHARP Shotgun Start

“like” us on

For more information
or to reserve your
team spot, contact
the JCC at 724-2417!

3 p

www.binghamtonjcc.org
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the Torah is teaching us that this is the chok of the Torah; 
this is the quintessential of all mind-defying, trans-rational 
mitzvot in the Torah.

But there is another way to understand these words: The 
Torah is teaching us that ultimately, on the most essential 
level, each and every commandment in the Torah is a chok. 
That is, even the many mitzvot which we seem to under-
stand, whose logic is compelling, are – in the final analysis 
– laws to which we adhere in spite of our rational selves.

The underlying premise of a mitzvah is in its being a 
commandment of God. A mitzvah is an action through which 
the infinite and the finite meet, through which the creator 
and the created bond. The etymological root of mitzvah is 
the Aramaic tzavta, which means “to connect,” “to mesh.” 
A mitzvah, then, is an avenue, a conduit, a bridge to the 
Divine. As such, it not only defines how we live, but rep-
resents why we live at all. The mitzvah has intrinsic value 
in it being the fulfillment of the Divine wish; this is true 
regardless of how or if it benefits us, or how it makes us 
feel. This has been most dramatically illustrated in times of 
religious persecution, but is just as true in our own times, 
when a mitzvah is simply inconvenient or downright dif-
ficult. The fact that we do not dispose of these laws, even 

at risk of incurring loss, great or small, is testament to an 
adherence that supersedes methodology and logic.

Next week’s parasha, Balak, highlights the reciprocal 
dimension of this dynamic. In parasha Balak, we learn 
that just as God asks that we adhere to His word in a way 
that defies logic, so too has He fashioned our destiny to 
transcend the laws of nature.

When the heathen King Balak hires a renowned sorcerer 
and prophet to curse the Jewish nation, he is sorely disappoint-
ed. Despite numerous attempts and a valiant effort, Balam is 
unable to curse the Jewish people; in fact, each time he opens 
his mouth he accords them the highest accolades and showers 
upon them blessing. In exasperation he cries, “...I gaze upon it 
from the hills; behold! A people which shall dwell alone and 
will not be reckoned among the nations.” (Numbers 23:9) He 
gives voice to the truism that the Jewish people are a nation 
apart, whose existence is completely supra natural.

Sometimes it takes an enemy to teach us a profound 
truth: It behooves us moderns to move beyond reason to 
wisdom; to an understanding that there are things – in fact, 
the most important things – we will never understand. We 
are who we are and do what we do for a reason far beyond 
our limited selves.

Wishes Continued from page 6

From JTA
Jewish groups condemn racism, 
antisemitism in 2016 campaign

The Anti-Defamation League and 27 other Jewish so-
cial justice organizations penned an open letter imploring 
political candidates to put an end to the racism, antisemi-
tism and xenophobia they say has emerged in this year’s 
campaign. Although the letter released on July 7 does not 
mention a candidate by name, it comes during a week in 
which one candidate has fended off charges of sharing a 
tweet, perceived by some as antisemitic, that originated on 
a far-right internet bulletin board. The letter also alludes to 
affronts to Muslims, Syrian refugees and Mexicans, all of 
whom have been singled out by the presumptive Republi-
can candidate during his presidential campaign. “We are 
deeply concerned by suggestions that Muslim Americans 
should be targeted by law enforcement, simply because of 
their faith,” according to the letter. “We object to hurtful 
characterizations of entire ethnic groups as criminals. We are 
pained by antisemitic epithets hurled at Jewish Americans 
on social media.” Organized by the Jewish Social Justice 
Roundtable, a coalition of Jewish organizations, the open 
letter’s signers include HIAS, the Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism, Jewish Council for Public Affairs, Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women, and groups representing 
the Conservative and Reconstuctionist denominations. “We 
share a belief that public figures, including those who aspire 
to hold elected office in service to people of all races and 
religions, have a responsibility to forcefully and unequivo-
cally condemn these dangerous phenomena,” the letter said. 
The letter invokes the experiences of Jews to emphasize the 
danger of allowing prejudice to spread through the words 
of public figures. “The Jewish community knows all too 
well what can happen when particular religious or ethnic 
groups become the focus of invective. We have witnessed 
the dangerous acts that can follow verbal expressions of 
hate,” it said. The 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations among 
the signatories are not permitted to be directly involved with 
political activism nor show partisanship, although they may 
engage in advocacy on behalf of their principles. “This letter 
is not about left or right, it’s about Jewish and American 
values,” Abby Levine, director of the Jewish Social Justice 
Roundtable, told JTA. “If any Jewish person in this country 
doesn’t understand, doesn’t at least acknowledge this concern 
and shock at what’s happening in our country, they are just 
not being honest about our community and our society.”
Netanyahu makes landmark visit to 
Ethiopia

Benjamin Netanyahu became the first Israeli prime 
minister to visit Ethiopia. Netanyahu met on July 7 at the 
national palace with Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn. 
The prime ministers and their delegations discussed ways 
to increase bilateral cooperation on a series of issues in-
cluding water, agriculture, communications, tourism and 
education. Agreements were signed in science, technology 
and tourism. In response to a question, Netanyahu said, “I 
am proud of Ethiopian Jews’ contribution in Israel. They 
constitute a living link with Ethiopia and Africa. It starts with 
our ambassador who is here and also the fact that I brought 
lawmakers [Avraham] Neguise and [Penina] Tamanu-Shata, 
who represent this link.” Neguise, of Netanyahu’s Likud 
party, met on July 7 with two local Jewish leaders, Melese 
Sedeto of Addis Ababa and Ambanesh Tekeba of Gondar, at 
the Israeli delegation’s hotel, and expressed disappointment 
to the Times of Israel that Netanyahu had not scheduled a 
tour of Jewish institutions or meetings with representatives 
of Ethiopia’s Jewish community. Neguise came to Israel 
from Ethiopia in 1985 and entered the Knesset last year. 
He is the chairman of the parliament’s Immigration and 
Absorption Committee. Meanwhile, Netanyahu denied 
reports that that there had been an attempt on his life while 

visiting Kenya during his five-day, four-nation trip to Africa. 
He said he heard about the assassination attempt during his 
news conference in Ethiopia, according to the Associated 
Press. Kenyan officials also denied a report of an assassi-
nation attempt, AP reported. The report first appeared in a 
Kuwaiti paper, Al-Jarida, quoting an anonymous source.
Jewish artifacts in glass decanter of 
valuables found in Polish town

A backhoe operator working on a construction site 
in Poland dug up a glass decanter filled with valuables, 
including Jewish artifacts. Among the objects discovered 
inside the decanter found on June 15 in Minsk Mazowiecki 
were kiddush cups, silver cutlery, a gold pocket watch and 
gold coins. The owner of the objects, whose material value 
was estimated to be about $10,000, was not identified. 
The discovery was reported on July 7 on the website of 
the city, which is located about 25 miles east of Warsaw. 
Minsk Mazowiecki, in central Poland, was the site of a 
Jewish ghetto that was liquidated in July 1942. Officials at 
the Museum of Minsk Mazowiecki said the arrangement 
of the objects shows that they were buried in a hurry and 
the owner intended to return for them. The Provincial 
Conservator Office will decide where the items will go; 
the local museum would like to keep them in the town.
Family of slain Palestinian teen asks 
Israeli court to raze Jewish killers’ homes

The family of a Palestinian teen killed in a revenge attack 
by three Jewish extremists has asked Israel’s Supreme Court 
to order the demolition of the murderers’ homes. “The state 
needs to operate in the same way against Jewish terrorists 
as it does against Palestinians,” the family of Muhammad 
Abu Khdeir said on July 6 in its request, according to the 
Times of Israel. “Just like the homes of Palestinian terrorists 
are sealed, the same should be done to Jews.” The family 
turned to the Supreme Court after the Defense Ministry 
determined in June that there was no need to demolish 
the Jewish killers’ homes, since Jewish terrorism is not as 
widespread as Palestinian terror, according to the Times of 
Israel, which saw the official letter sent to the family. Abu 
Khdeir, of eastern Jerusalem, was kidnapped and killed on 
July 1, hours after the bodies of three kidnapped Jewish 
teens were discovered near Hebron. Abu Khdeir’s charred 
body was discovered in the Jerusalem Forest, where he 
was burned alive by the killers. In May, Yosef Ben-David, 
31, of Jerusalem, was sentenced to life in prison plus 20 
years. The names of Ben-David’s accomplices, who were 
both 16 at the time of the killing, have not been released 
publicly. The accomplices were sentenced last April: one 
to life in prison, the other to 21 years.
Brooklyn pool can keep women-only 
swim times

Women-only swimming hours will be allowed to con-
tinue at a public pool in a heavily Orthodox neighborhood 
of Brooklyn. The New York City Parks Department de-
cision on the indoor pool at the Metropolitan Recreation 
Center in Williamsburg closes a chapter on a controversy 
that erupted in May. It follows a revision of the gender 
discrimination policy by the city Commission on Human 
Rights announced on July 6. However, the special hours, 
which have been in effect since the 1990s without com-
plaint, will be reduced from seven-and-a-quarter to four 
a week in an effort to appease those who felt the program 
was unfair, the website DNAinfo reported. The hours cater 
to Chasidic women, who may not swim with men under 
strict religious law. The Parks Department had canceled 
the women-only hours when an anonymous complaint was 
filed with the city’s Commission on Human Rights. The 
decision was put on hold following objections by local 
politicians and activists, including Assemblyman Dov 
Hikind, an Orthodox politician from nearby Borough Park. 

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or

I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!

References Available
607-760-0530

griles45@gmail.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

754-6376pbaker927@yahoo.com

SERVING BROOME & TIOGA COUNTIES

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Residential & Commercial
We Also Do Natural Gas Conversions & All Plumbing Work

We Install, Service & Repair...

These care services 
include but are not 
limited to:
 • Bath Assistance
 • Meal Prep
 • Cleaning
 • Shopping, etc.

HANDYMAN
4 SENIORS, INC.

All your home
maintenance and 
repairs, along with 

in-home care services. 

John Jacoby M.C.
Valerie Jacoby C.N.A.
(Licensed & Insured)

888-540-0320
www.handyman4seniors.com

Sharon Witte
NY State Certified and

insured personal care aide

Caring for you and
Your home, in your home

607-727-4534


