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Jan DeAngelo will perform, 
singing and playing piano, for 
Havdalah Happy Hour on Sat-
urday, January 21, at 6 pm, in 
the Kilmer Mansion at Temple 
Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Bing-
hamton. All members of the 
community have been invited.

DeAngelo has recorded sev-
eral albums and is “a much 
sought after vocalist,” according 
to program organizers. He has 
performed across the United 
States, Canada and Italy. He performs in 
many styles, including musical theater, 
cabaret, opera and pop. He was the recipient 
of the Friars Club Award from the Theater 
Department at Binghamton University in 
1987. DeAngelo received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Broome 

By Paula Rubin
SUNY Broome Professor 

Emeritus Ben Kasper will be 
the guest speaker at the Shabbat 
luncheon planned for Saturday, 
January 14, at Beth David 
Synagogue, 39 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton. His talk, “What I 
didn’t learn at my bar mitzvah,” 
will follow the free luncheon 
after services. Everyone in the 
community has been invited 
to attend.

Kasper will base his talk on his partici-
pation as an auditor in one of Binghamton 
University’s Judaic Studies Department 
courses. To audit, participants must be at least 
60-years-old, there must be space available 
and the instructor must grant permission 
to do so. Kasper audited Professor Randy 

TC to hold Havdalah 
Happy Hour on Jan. 21

Ben Kasper to speak at 
January BD luncheon

Jan DeAngelo Ben Kasper

County Arts Council in 2012.
Following drinks and snacks, 

DeAngelo’s music and singing, 
and a brief Havdalah service, 
attendees can attend a dinner 
at 8 pm at a local restaurant. 
Those planning to attend have 
been asked to call 785-6787 or 
e-mail cbischo@binghamton.
edu so organizers can plan ahead. 
Those who will come to dinner 
should leave their name and 
phone number for a reservation. 

Reservations must be made by Wednesday, 
January 18. Messages can be left on the 
answering machine.

Havdalah Happy Hour is free and spon-
sored by the Temple Concord Outreach 
Committee. The inclement weather date 
will be Saturday, February 4.

Friedman’s course on American 
Jewish thought. He will describe 
how someone becomes a partic-
ipant in the Older Adult Auditor 
Program. In addition, he will 
elaborate on what he learned 
about Jewish culture and reli-
gious perspectives and how the 
course expanded his knowledge 
about contemporary Judaism.

Courses including Holocaust 
studies, Zionist thought, and 
Yiddish and Jewish literature are 

among the courses offered for study. A list 
of courses offered during the spring 2017 
semester will be available for each attendee 
at the luncheon. (See also the December 23 
issue of The Reporter for a list of classes.)

For more information, call Beth David 
Synagogue at 722-1793.

With U.S. abstention, Israel again forced to face 
reality of world’s rejection of settlements

Berlin attack highlights divide over refugees in 
fractious German Jewish community

By Toby Axelrod
BERLIN (JTA) – Even before the 

deadly attack on a Christmas market in 
Berlin, Jews in Germany were divided in 
their approach to the arrival of hundreds 
of thousands of immigrants from Muslim 
countries since 2014. Citing a Jewish 
moral duty to aid the displaced, many 
Jewish organizations, synagogue groups 
and individuals have rallied to help the 
newcomers, including asylum seekers flee-
ing the civil war in Syria. But some Jews 
have warned that the influx of immigrants 
risks importing to Germany the homicidal 
antisemitism of Muslim extremists who 
attacked Jewish targets in France, Belgium, 
Denmark and beyond.

At right: Mourners 
lay flowers and 
c a n d l e s  a t  a 
makeshift memorial 
i n  B e r l i n  o n 
December 21 near 
the site where, two 
days earlier, a man 
drove a heavy truck 
into a Christmas 
m a r k e t  i n  a n 
apparent terrorist 
attack. (Photo by 
Sean Gallup/Getty 
Images)

In the December 19  attack, a man de-
scribed by the Islamic State terrorist group 
as one if its “soldiers” killed 12 people 
and wounded 48 by plowing a stolen truck 
through the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial 
Church market.

Following the attack, the top priority 
is to take on “this army of Muslims from 
the wildest part of the earth,” said Pavel 
Feinstein, a member of Berlin’s Jewish 
community who supports the far-right 
Alternative for Germany party, whose 
manifesto from April declares that “Islam 
is not part of Germany.” AfD, as the party 
is known, also is accused of being a hotbed 
for antisemites.
See “Berlin” on page 8

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Barack Obama met at the White 
House on November 9, 2015. The Obama administration allowed a reminder last week 
on December 23 that the international community does not recognize the validity of 
Israel’s presence in eastern Jerusalem and the West Bank. (Photo by Haim Zach/Israeli 
Government Press Office)

have exercised its veto power. Instead, the 
resolution passed, 14-0.

For 24 years, the United States under 
Presidents Bill Clinton, George W. Bush 
and Barack Obama insulated Israel from 
an international community that since 1967 
has sought to exact consequences for its 
continued presence in disputed lands. After 
the signing of the Oslo Accords in 1993, 
those three administrations considered the 
isolation of the Jewish state at the United 
Nations to be counterproductive to encour-
aging Israel to take “bold steps” for peace.

The number of Security Council res-
olutions opposed by Israel dropped sig-
nificantly during those three presidential 
eras and were narrowly focused on limited 
crises. During the Clinton presidency, Israel 
objected to just three resolutions adopted by 

By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Ahead of the 

unknowns a Trump administration will 
bring to American Middle East policy, the 
Obama administration allowed a reminder 
on December 23 that the international com-
munity does not recognize the validity of 
Israel’s presence in eastern Jerusalem and 
the West Bank.

The U.S. abstention on the recent 
U.N. Security Council vote was hardly 
unprecedented, but neither was it entirely 
consistent with recent U.S. policy. The 
Obama administration did not quite en-
dorse Resolution 2334, but its abstention 
ensured the resolution, reaffirming the 
illegality of Israeli settlement in lands cap-
tured by Israel in 1967, would be adopted. 
As one of the five permanent members of 
the 15-member council, the U.S. could See “Reality” on page 5
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In My Own Words

I just realized my favorite part of the secular New Year: 
the new 2017 wall and desk calendars. I didn’t always feel 
this way, but there’s no better way to start the day than with 
a laugh. A co-worker and I share our daily calendars since 
we both love the comic strips “Pearls Before Swine” and 
“Non Sequitur.” It doesn’t matter that we already read the 
strips when they first appeared. It’s fun to read them again 
(and, in the case of “Pearls Before Swine,” yet again when 
they appear in book format).

Some years, I buy a second daily calendar. One of my 
favorites showed frogs in an amazing number of shapes, 
colors and sizes. This year, I had a Grumpy Cat daily cal-
endar. Yes, the cat’s grumpy face is based on genetics, not 
emotions, but the photos are funny and the sayings make 

The changing of the calendars
me laugh. Not only do they appear on the walls near my 
desk, I’ve put a few photos on sticks for other staff in the 
office because the sayings fit them perfectly.

I decided to go in a different direction this year for my 
new second daily calendar: Sandra Boynton. For those who 
are unfamiliar with her work, she draws adorable animals 
with sweet or warm sayings – and some really bad puns. 
I’ve been a fan of hers for years and jumped at the chance 
of buying her first daily calendar.

However, I figured out I need to balance her sweetness 
with some tartness, so my new office wall calendar is (drum 
roll here, please)... Grumpy Cat! Yes, I can still look at 
that grumpy face every day, although only one new face 
a month. It replaces a calendar featuring beautiful front 

porches. However, December’s picture shows a warm beach 
that makes me wish I could walk straight into the photo. 
So, I figure it’s better to look at Grumpy Cat than images 
that make me wish I were somewhere else.

Some of you may be thinking this is not a serious way 
to look at the new year. Well, I do my serious New Year’s 
thinking at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. For me, the 
main change that occurs after January 1 is the different year 
I have to write on checks and letters. Yes, parts of 2017 look 
to be very scary, but that just means we need all the light 
and laughter we can find to give us strength to fight any 
upcoming battles. If a cute cat or a funny dog picture can 
help, then I’m grateful for them. Enjoying a light moment 
once a day can make a bigger difference than you think.

By Richard Friedman
It was a couple of years ago. I got an e-mail from a 

friend, someone I liked and respected. Mine was one of 
about 15 names listed as CC’s.

The e-mail was about President Obama. More spe-
cifically, it was an e-mail about him appearing on the 
well-respected news show “Meet the Press” in September 
of 2008, two months before he was elected president, 
and talking about America’s national anthem, “The Star 
Spangled Banner.”

“There are a lot of people in the world to whom the 
American flag is a symbol of oppression,” the e-mail 
quoted Obama as saying on the show. “And the anthem 
itself conveys a war-like message. You know, the bombs 
bursting in air and all. It should be swapped for something 
less parochial and less bellicose. I like the song ‘I’d Like 
to Teach the World to Sing.’ If that were our anthem, then 
I might salute it.”

I studied the e-mail which contained what appeared 
to be an actual transcript of Obama’s “Meet the Press” 
interview. It looked authentic. At the same time, I had my 
doubts. As someone who follows the news closely, I had 
never heard of this. 

So I went to Snopes, a website that tracks down items 
circulated on the Internet, to verify if they are accurate. 
Snopes reported that the Obama National Anthem story 
was bogus and that no such interview ever took place.

The creation of this fabrication did not surprise me. It 

The importance of combating fake news
clearly was intended to feed doubts that Obama was an 
American citizen and that he believed in American excep-
tionalism, a belief that America is a unique country with a 
distinct mission in the world.

I e-mailed the friend who had sent this item out, to give 
him a heads up that what he had sent out regarding Obama 
and the National Anthem was false. I even included the 
link to the Snopes site and suggested that he let all of the 
others who he had cc’d know it was false. 

His reply was that it was something Obama would have 
said, and he showed no inclination to pull it back. This 
bothered me as a former journalist and current community 
leader committed to accuracy and a belief that information 
shared in any forum should be honest and truthful. 

I shamefully said and did nothing further. And I am 
sure people who received that e-mail forwarded the fake 
National Anthem story to others who then forwarded it to 
others, spreading this false tale.

Today, we are hearing a lot about “fake news.” Fake news 
is real. I saw it take hold in the situation described above.

Though it might take some time, I do believe that 
mainstream journalism will find a way to respond – to 
counter this trend of falsehoods gaining legitimacy – and 
in the process find a new relevance and identity. We are 
moving into an era where we need media sources we can 
trust, free of bias and dedicated to reporting honest and 
accurate information, more than ever.

In the interim, I must come to grips with the reality 

that I failed in the above instance by just going about my 
business rather than leaning on my friend to pull back the 
Obama National Anthem story. In fact, I could’ve just cc’d 
everyone on the original e-mail directly to let them know 
the story was fake, but I didn’t want to embarrass my friend.

In thinking back, I realize that not only did I drop the 
ball by not intervening, but we all drop the ball when we 
allow overt falsehoods to be promoted on the Internet or 
in other venues.

Who would’ve thought we’d each have to play this role 
– to be guardians of objective truth? Yet, this is a challenge 
now facing all of us, one that is crucial to maintaining the 
integrity of our free speech rights, which are so integral 
to our democracy.

As Benjamin Franklin so memorably said at the time of 
America’s founding, in response to being asked whether he 
and the other Founding Fathers were creating a monarchy 
or a republic, it would be a republic, “if you can keep it.”

In this era of fake news and virtually everyone having 
the tools to manufacture and distribute falsehoods posing 
as facts, we must fight this alarming trend if we want to 
keep our republic. Faith and trust in objective truth are 
crucial to maintaining a democracy.

Richard Friedman is the executive director of the Bir-
mingham Jewish Federation.

The above is from Update, a daily e-newsletter published 
by the Birmingham (AL) Jewish Federation. To subscribe, 
e-mail the Federation at Update@bjf.org.

I’m wearing a kippah now – for solidarity and visibility
By David A.M. Wilensky

(JTA) – I do not like wearing a kippah.
I grew up in a Reform synagogue where few people 

wore them, including the rabbi. The gendered nature of it 
bothers me. (Why, in some “egalitarian” synagogues, are 
men forced to wear them, but not women?) And, quite 
frankly, I don’t like being told what to wear.

But two days after the election of Donald Trump, I put 
on a kippah. Since then, I’ve been wearing this visible 
symbol of my Jewishness all day, every day. I’m not 
wearing it to remind myself that God is above me – one 
of the explanations for the custom. This isn’t about God.

It’s about this: Since the surprise of Election Day, mem-
bers of the “alt-right,” white nationalist groups and racists, 
misogynists, Islamophobes, homophobes, ableists and, of 
course, antisemites of every stripe have been emboldened. 
As a Jew, I want the bigots and their victims to know that 
I stand with the outsiders.

According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, there 
was a massive uptick in hate crimes following November 
8. By November 11 – just about 72 hours into this new 
reality – the SPLC had counted 201 “incidents of hateful 
harassment and intimidation since Election Day.” About a 
month after Election Day, the New York Police Department 

reported a 115 percent increase in bias crimes in the city, 
with Jews being targeted in 24 of the 43 incidents.

In a parking garage at San Jose State University, not far 
from where I live in San Francisco, a sophomore Muslim 
psychology student was attacked on November 9 by a man 
who “grabbed her hijab from behind and yanked it back-
ward.” In Los Angeles, a substitute teacher was recorded 
telling an 11-year-old Latina, “If you were born here, your 
parents got to go. They will leave you behind and you will 
be in foster care.”

Since Election Day, swastika graffiti has been popping 
up all over, including dorm rooms and sidewalks in New 
York City. My friend and teacher Rabbi Francine Green 
Roston and other Jews in her town of Whitefish, MT, have 
been the target of a call to “take action” published by the 
white supremacists at The Daily Stormer. In the so-called 
City of Brotherly Love, graffiti on a Philadelphia shop 
window spelled out “Sieg Heil” and “Trump,” with the 
“T” replaced by a swastika.

There have been attacks on other groups, too. At a 
Veterans Day parade in Petaluma, CA, some knuckleheads 
who really missed the point of the parade showed up with 
Confederate flags. And over the December 18 weekend, 
a group of LGBTQ activists coming out of an art space 

in Manhattan were accosted by men who identified as 
Trump supporters. The activists were physically attacked 
and verbally abused.

The swastikas and other targeting of Jews, of course, 
should trouble us. But the incident in San Jose, the day after 
Election Day, is the one that sent me over the edge. Attacks 
on hijab-wearing women are happening elsewhere; there was 
one on a bus in Queens, NY, and in Ann Arbor, MI, where 
a man forced a woman to remove her hijab by threatening 
to set her on fire. Violently forcing a person to remove an 
article of religious clothing should horrify you as a Jew.

During the campaign I was disgusted by the social media 
attacks on my Jewish colleagues in the press, which featured 
disturbing imagery and language. Just a swarm of online 
trolls, I thought. Now, however, I can see that the United 
States is home to an environment of newly unabashed hate.

As a white man, my minority status isn’t always visible. 
That’s why, a couple days after the election, I went to a 
local Judaica shop and bought two kippot. As a Jew, I am 
an outsider. And so I stand in solidarity with all outsiders.

“Now is exactly the time to wear our kippahs and tsitsit 
out. To be ‘Jews on the street,’ as new Eastern European 
Jewish immigrants so strongly tried to hide and assimilate 
See “Kippah” on page 3
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The Jewish Community wishes to express 
its sympathy to Diana Lin and Peter 

Donovick on the death of their son,
Paul Donovick

The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to Scott Gottlieb on the death of 

his wife, 
Betsy Gottlieb

At right: Beth David Sisterhood’s December 
meeting featured a talk by Claire Landenheim 
on the resurgence of a Jewish community in 
Harlem. Her talk informed attendees about 
Jewish Harlem in the past and explored 
the future of the New York City community. 
Nancy Basmann followed the talk by sharing 
her photos from a recent visit to Harlem. 
L-r: Cathy Velenchik, Lillian Sommer 
(mostly hidden), Harold Kohn (in back), 
Judy Silber, Meryl Sasnowitz and Marlene 
Serkin socialized after the talk. (Photos by 
Nancy Basmann)

At left: Attendees listened as Claire 
Ladenheim shared her research.

By Paula Rubin
In keeping with tradition, Beth David Sisterhood will 

hold its January meeting “off campus” on a different day 
of the week. The program will be held on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 10, at 1 pm, in the computer center of the George F. 
Johnson Library, 1001 Park St., Endicott.

Beth David Sisterhood to offer computer workshop
Gail Szeligh will lead a hands-on workshop on 

computer skills. She noted that all levels of computer 
knowledge are welcome. Beverages and light refresh-
ments will be served.

“We want to accommodate all interested members 
of the community, so we are moving our meeting to the 

second Tuesday in January, so as not to conflict with the 
Friendship Club,” organizers noted.

The venue is handicapped accessible. There will be no 
charge for the meeting. All interested members of the com-
munity, men and women, have been invited to attend. For 
more information, call Beth David Synagogue at 722-1793.

Beth David Sisterhood held December meeting

into white WASPyness,” a friend of mine wrote on Facebook 
the day before I first donned my kippah. “We need to be 
visible right now and shed this shame. People’s hijabs are 
literally being torn off.”

I don’t know that it’s shame that has kept kippot off 
liberal Jewish heads. But it is time to put them on. For 
me, wearing a kippah is not just an act of solidarity and 
visibility; it is a reminder that none of this is normal.

This is not normal. This is not normal. This is not normal. 
That will be my mantra in the coming months and years.

I’m not the only person I know doing this. Since I first 
came out as a kippah wearer, I have heard from about a 
dozen other Jewish friends and acquaintances doing the 
same all over the country. Even my mom is doing it.

It’s been about a month and a half since I started wearing 
a kippah. I’ve had a few interactions with strangers about 
it, none negative. The greatest effect has been on myself; 
I feel my Jewish otherness more sharply than ever.

Join our movement. Be a Jew. Show the world you’re 
a Jew. Show our fellow minorities that we are with them, 
that we are in this together.

The hate and the bigotry are real. It is vocal and it 
is visible. Things may get worse. And if they do, I will 

Kippah Continued from page 2
continue to stand with the Muslim woman in San Jose 
and others like her. Unlike the old kippah I wore when 
I visited synagogues that require it – small, black, as 
inconspicuous as it could be – my new ones have some 
color. You can’t miss them.

I won’t be an invisible minority any longer. I hope 
you’ll join me.

A version of this article originally appeared in J., the 
Jewish news weekly of Northern  California, where David 
A.M. Wilensky is the assistant editor.

“City” of military training bases is the latest 
game-changer in southern Israel

The new Israel Defense Forces City of Training Bases in 
the Negev. (Photo by Judy Lash Balint)

L-r: Training commander Major Kobi Assulin  and base 
commander Col. Avi Motola spoke at the Israel Defense 
Forces City of Training Bases in the Negev. (Photo by 
Judy Lash Balint)

By Judy Lash Balint
JNS.org

A not-so-quiet demographic and geographic revolution 
is taking place in Israel these days. After years of planning, 
concrete efforts are underway to shift populations – particu-
larly educated and younger sectors of Israeli society – away 
from the overcrowded and overpriced center of the country. 
The new destination is the southern Negev region and its 

wide-open spaces, ushering in the 21st century version of 
pioneering Zionism. 

At the expansive new Israel Defense Forces City of 
Training Bases that rises up out of the Negev sands on Route 
40, base commander Col. Avi Motola, 46, explains how 
the region will be affected as the IDF closes old training 
bases scattered throughout Israel and centralizes the most 
advanced training for defense forces in the world at the 
ultra-modern facility under his command. With 10,000 
soldiers from every part of Israel’s armed forces, the base 
– known in Hebrew as Ir HaBahadim and named for late 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon – functions like a small town. 

“They call me Mayor Motola,” quips the commander 
as he encourages visitors to view the six dining halls, two 
synagogues, a convention center, sports facilities, extensive 
housing, schools of military medicine and military logistics, 
and a range of state-of-the-art simulator facilities that train 
combat medics and military drivers. 

Training commander Major Kobi Assulin is responsible 
for what he calls “the most advanced training in the world to 
produce professional soldiers in the shortest time.” The base 
uses an array of the latest high-tech educational techniques, 
taught by proficient soldier-teachers in their mid-20s.
See “Training” on page 11
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

What determines a person’s destiny during a war? Luck 
and chance play a great role – perhaps more than most people 
would like to admit. Yet, even during the worst of times, 
moral and ethical decisions must be made. However, these 
decisions are even more punishing and heart-breaking to 
make because none of the options available may be mor-
ally acceptable. But choices must be made – even if they 
scar a person’s soul. The three novels in this review look 
at ethical choices made in Poland, Germany, the United 
States and France during World War II.

“Mischling”
Josef Mengele – called the angel of death by those on 

whom he experimented in Auschwitz – was fascinated by 
twins. At first, that seems to be an advantage for 12-year-
olds Pearl and Stasha Zamorski in “Mischling” by Af-
finity Konar (A Lee Boudreaux Book/Little, Brown and 
Company). The twins believe being part of his “zoo” will 
protect their mother and grandfather from harm. However, 
it slowly becomes clear that their medical treatments are 

War across the world – part two
not what they seem – knowledge that leads to heartbreak 
and pain when the twins are separated and condemned to 
separate fates. Will they both survive the war? And, even 
if they do, will their special bond be destroyed?

The narrative alternates between Pearl and Stasha. Each 
girl has a distinct voice and personality: Pearl is the realist, 
someone willing to face facts, while Stasha weaves stories 
in order to create a softer, less painful existence. This 
works for Stasha until she’s forced to face the one thing 
she cannot willingly accept: that she might never see Pearl 
again. Then her focus turns to revenge – to bring Mengele 
to justice at any cost.

However, not everyone who survives the camp feels 
the same way. In one of the most moving paragraphs in 
the novel, one character visits a prison where a nurse who 
helped Mengele is waiting trial. The nurse is unrepentant, 
but the former concentration camp inmate feels the need to 
offer forgiveness: “Forgiving her did not restore my family; 
it did not remove my pain or blunt my nightmares. It was 
not a new beginning. It was not, in the slightest, an end. 
My forgiveness was a constant repetition, an acknowl-
edgment of the fact that I still lived; it was the proof that 
their experiments, their numbers, their samples, was all 
for naught – I remained, a tribute to their underestimation 
of what a girl can endure. In my forgiveness, their failure 
to obliterate me was made clear.”

Konar also does an excellent job creating memorable 
secondary characters, for example, adult inmates who are 
forced to help Mengele in an attempt to protect the children 
as best they can, Nazis who believe the experiments are 
scientifically sound and children from “the zoo” who reach 
out to help each other. This depth makes “Mischling” a 
moving, powerful work – although one filled with disturbing 
ideas and images. Sections were extremely difficult to read, 
partly because the beautiful prose heightens the emotions 
– emotions that remain after the last page is turned.

“Sirius”
Ever read the description of a novel and think, “This 

is a really weird idea for a book”? That was my reaction 
when a review copy of “Sirius: The Little Dog Who Almost 
Changed History” by Jonathan Crown (Scribner) appeared 
in my office. Why would someone write a lighthearted book 
about World War II that included the point of view of a dog? 
Yet, this unusual novel charmed me  – perhaps because I 
had already read so many serious books about the war.

The novel tells the story of Levi, a fox terrier, who 
lives with the Liliencrons family in Berlin. At first, the 

family doesn’t take seriously the Nazi threat against the 
Jews. Even as anti-Jewish laws are enforced, the head of 
the family, Carl Liliencron, opposes leaving – his idea of 
resistance is to change Levi’s name to Sirius because it’s 
now dangerous for a dog to be Jewish. It’s only after their 
house is attacked that they manage to escape with the aid 
of a friend. Their move to California is not an easy adjust-
ment for some members of the family. Carl, who was a 
professor in Berlin, finds work as a chauffeur to a movie 
star and soon Sirius is not only asked to audition for a part, 
but becomes a canine star in his own right. Then disaster 
happens: Sirius not only finds himself back in Germany, 
but accepted as a member of Hitler’s inner circle. Can a 
canine star change the direction of the war?

“Sirius” is described as a fairy tale and the term is fitting. 
The light, airy prose is easy to read and difficult topics are 
breezily discussed. Although part of me feels like I should 
condemn the plot as frivolus and ridiculous – and some 
parts are really silly – I found the book so delightful my 
enjoyment overroad my objections.

“A Hero of France”
Citizens in Nazi-controlled France had several options: 

Collaborate with the Germans, try to ignore their presence 
or actively work against them. “A Hero of France” by Alan 
Furst (Random House) focuses on those who chose active 
resistance, in this case, helping downed British airmen 
escape capture and return to England. Mathieu, the leader 
of the Resistance cell, worries that unless they help the 
airmen, the Germans might win the war. Members of the 
cell come from all levels of society and are connected 
by one bond: a willingness to risk everything in the fight 
against Germany. Although Mathieu is not Jewish, a few 
cell members are, something that puts their lives at even 
greater risk. Their rescue attempts become even more 
precarious when the German military police send a spe-
cialist to find and capture members of the cell. Once he 
arrives in Paris, a dangerous cat-and-mouse game begins. 
The question becomes whether or not the Germans will 
succeed, and at what cost.

Furst’s prose is blunt and the pages move quickly. While 
the action was interesting and absorbing, the suspense 
never built. While a few parts kept me wondering about 
what would happen next, there was limited excitement 
and little sense of danger. The author does do a good job 
of filling in details, particularly at the novel’s end, which 
made for satisfying reading. However, this novel works 
best for those seeking a quieter, low-key thriller.

Annual kosher food and wine 
experience 

The 11th Annual Kosher Food and Wine 
Experience will be held on Monday, February 
13, at Pier 60/Chelsea Piers in New York City. 

The event will be open to the public from 6:30-10 pm. This 
year’s show will feature new wine selections, rare vintages 
and limited editions of wines and spirits imported from 
vineyards from across the globe. Many are award-winning 
and have been featured in trade publications. It will also 
feature gourmet fare from restaurants and chefs who are 
making news in the world of kosher food with “unexpected 
ingredients and innovative recipes.” Guests can indulge 
in gourmet specialty foods including barbecue, sushi and 
Asian/fusion fare, as well as desserts and specialty coffees. 

Tickets to the evening portion of KFWE 2017 are $125 
for general admission and $200 for VIPs. They are only 
available online to the public at www.kfweny.com. The event 
has sold out every year and no tickets will be sold at the door.
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against the Company, to the 
Company, Attn: Casey Dean, 505 
East 6th St., Unit 814, Charlotte, NC 
28202. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of the Midwest, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/15/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Green 
Mountain - Vestal, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/23/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1550 Vestal Pkwy. East, 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: Alpine Distribution, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was December 1, 2016. The county in 
which the principal place of business 

Binghamton, NY 13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is OASIS
 STONE SCAPES LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is
 NOVEMBER 21, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The
 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
 NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DEAN CONSOLIDATED, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was November 28, 2016. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Taylor Irene
 Properties LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 15, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 1199 Cornell Avenue,
 Binghamton, NY 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Articles of organization for Sweetie’s 
Homemade Italian Ice, LLC 345 Harry 
L. Drive, Johnson City, NY 13790 filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY 
(NYSS) on 11/21/2016. Office of LLC 
is in  Broome Co. NYSS is designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served. NYSS shall 
mail process to 1172 Lynch Road, 
Little Meadows, Pa. 18830. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 401 Main 
Building LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/14/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 137 Powers Rd., 

of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Peoria, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/7/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Brighton, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 81 North 
Media Group, LLC. The date of filing 
of the Articles of organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was 10/6/16. The County in which 
the principal place of business shall 
be located is Broome County. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to United States Corporation Agents, 
INC, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose. Date of dissolution: 
None.

of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company, 
to Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP, 
Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 80 Exchange 
Street, Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 
13901. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

DAJAMA, LLC

Articles of Organization were filed with 
the NY State Dept. of State, Division 
of Corporations and State Records on 
October 25, 2016. Office and principal 
business location: 133 Rogers Road, 
Port Crane, Broome County, New 
York. Secy. of State designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to: 133 Rogers Road, Port 
Crane, NY 13833, principal business 
address of the LLC, Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Murfreesboro, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/1/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Columbus, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
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the council, and six adopted during the George W. Bush 
tenure – none of which spoke directly to the legality of 
Israel’s presence in the West Bank and Jerusalem. In the 
25 years prior, according to a comprehensive listing posted 
by Americans for Peace Now, Israel objected to 68 council 
resolutions allowed by the United States.

But with a couple of notable exceptions – Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon’s pullout from Gaza and a patch of the West 
Bank in 2005, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
2010 settlement freeze – Israeli settlement expansion 
continued unabated in that period, despite widening co-
operation between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 
By 2004, George W. Bush had effectively recognized the 
large settlement blocs bordering 1967 Israel as “realities 
on the ground” and suggested that the Palestinians would 
be compensated for the territory with land swaps.

Obama’s apparent message to the world on December 
23 is that incentives did not work in slowing settlement 
expansion. The carrot having wilted, the president rein-
troduced the stick.

Obama administration officials have said plainly that 
the expansion of settlements absent a peace process led to 
the decision to abstain. Samantha Power, the U.S. envoy 
to the United Nations, in her explanation of the abstention, 
listed the considerations that made the administration 
hesitate to allow the resolution – chief among them the 
historic anti-Israel bias at the United Nations and Pales-
tinian intransigence. But she also noted that since the Oslo 
Accords, the settler population has increased by 355,000.

“It is precisely our commitment to Israel’s security that 
makes the United States believe that we cannot stand in 
the way of this resolution as we seek to preserve a chance 
of attaining our long-standing objective: two states living 
side by side in peace and security,” she said.

As much as the language in the resolution has stirred 
cries of “unprecedented” in Israel and in some pro-Israel 
precincts in the United States, it is broadly consistent with 
resolutions that the United States allowed from 1967 at 
least through the end of Jimmy Carter’s presidency in 
January 1981.

The recent resolution reaffirmed “that the establishment 
by Israel of settlements in the Palestinian territory occupied 
since 1967, including East Jerusalem, has no legal validity,” 
and constituted a “flagrant violation” of international law. 
Resolution 465, passed in March 1980 under Carter with 

a U.S. vote in favor, determined that “all measures” that 
would change the physical or demographic character of 
the occupied lands, including Jerusalem, “have no legal 
validity” and are a “flagrant violation” of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. It further called on countries to “distinguish” 
between Israel and the West Bank.

Under the administrations of Ronald Reagan and George 
H.W. Bush, the council did not explicitly reject settlements 
as illegal, but referred to earlier resolutions that did so while 
continuing to assail the occupation as untenable. Resolu-
tion 605, passed under Reagan with a U.S. abstention in 
1987, “recalled” Resolution 465 passed under Carter and 
said the council was “gravely concerned and alarmed by 
the deterioration” in the territories. Under George H. W. 
Bush, Security Council resolutions consistently decried 
the “deteriorating” situation and admonished Israel for its 
“violation” of Geneva conventions.

Critics say that what’s new is the call to distinguish 
between Israel and the territories, though Resolution 465 
calls on countries “not to provide Israel with any assistance 
to be used specifically in connection with settlements in 
the occupied territories.”

The practical consequences of the recent resolution seem 
limited. Its provisions already exist in the U.N. canon and if 
any harm seems immediately forthcoming, it is in pledges 
by leading members of the Republican-led Congress to cut 
funding to the United Nations in the wake of its passage.

If there was an unprecedented element to the affair, it 
was in the response by Israel’s leadership and some in the 
U.S. pro-Israel community. Relations between Obama 
and Netanyahu have never been smooth, but even critical 
statements have been tempered by thanks for enhanced 
security assistance and other signals of friendship.

Not after this vote. Language reserved for anonymous 
attacks or “leaks” from closed-door meetings went on 
the record. “The Obama administration carried out a 
disgraceful and anti-Israel trap at the United Nations,” 
Netanyahu said on December 24 at the lighting of the 
first Chanukah candle.

Statements by mainstream pro-Israel groups were 
relatively temperate – the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee called the abstention “particularly regrettable.” 
On the right, the responses were more unleashed.

“Obama’s an antisemitic Israel hater sympathizing with 
radical Islamic terrorists,” said Morton Klein, the president 

of the Zionist Organization of America, in his first-ever 
tweet. “He likes his Jewish friends, not the Jewish people.”

Netanyahu, who in the weeks before was boasting to 
all comers about Israel’s expanding relations with India, 
China, Russia and a host of African countries, launched 
steps redolent of the “you and me against the world” era 
that predated Oslo. He suspended ties with New Zealand 
and Senegal, two of the four nations that reintroduced the 
resolution after Egypt pulled it under pressure from Net-
anyahu and President-elect Donald Trump. He summoned 
for rebukes ambassadors from the United States and other 
Security Council member states with diplomatic ties to 
Israel. And he canceled a visit by the prime minister of 
Ukraine, which supported the resolution. His government 
cut off all but security ties with the Palestinian Authority.

Netanyahu and his ambassador to Washington, Ron 
Dermer, said they were counting on the Trump administra-
tion to reverse course. Dermer said in multiple interviews 
he had evidence that the Obama administration did not 
simply abstain, but colluded in framing the resolution, an 
accusation “strongly denied” by administration officials.

Israel is now looking ahead to a new American order. 
At the Chanukah ceremony, Netanyahu spoke of “our 
friends in the incoming administration” – David Fried-
man, Trump’s ambassador designate, is a supporter of the 
settlement movement – and warned that “in this new era, 
there will be a much higher price to be paid for harming 
Israel, and it will be exacted not only by the United States, 
but by Israel.”

Will Trump usher in that era? His pronouncements after 
the resolution were relentlessly critical, promising in one 
tweet that “things will be different” at the U.N. after he 
assumes the presidency and lamenting in another that the 
council’s action “will make it much harder to negotiate 
peace.” In a third, he said the United Nations had become 
“a club for people to get together, talk and have a good 
time. So sad!” In total, the statements appeared to regret 
the passage of the resolution – but stopped well short of 
pledging to reverse its effects.

Trump said early in his campaign that he wanted to 
negotiate a peace deal as a neutral party and that he did 
not believe in coming into negotiations with preconditions. 
One result of the recent U.S. abstention may be to lay the 
groundwork for an incoming administration to pressure 
Israel to end settlements.

Josh Radnor, beyond “How I Met Your Mother”

Josh Radnor and Elizabeth Reaser in “The Babylon Line” 
(Photo by Jeremy Daniel)

By Curt Schleier 
(JTA) – Josh Radnor is starring these days in Richard 

Greenberg’s off-Broadway play “The Babylon Line.” For 
the 42-year-old actor, it is the latest in a long and impres-
sive list of credits. However, the odds are that no matter 
what else he accomplishes in life, for most people he will 
always be Ted Mosby, the man who spent nearly a decade 
telling his TV children – along with millions of viewers 
across the country – how he met their mother.

The beloved sitcom “How I Met Your Mother” aired 
for nine seasons and won nine Emmy Awards. Radnor’s 
Mosby transformed him from episodic actor to star. But 
given the Jewish actor’s impressive range of projects since 
“Mother” ended in 2103 – starring in a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning Broadway production; writing a book; appearing in 
another TV series, PBS’s “Mercy Street,” as well as writing, 
directing and starring in two films – it makes one wonder: 
Is Mosby ever a burden?

“When something becomes very popular and people 
identify you with that, they sometimes have a narrow view 
of you,” Radnor told JTA in a telephone interview. “[‘How 
I Met Your Mother’] is a loved series and a lot of people 
want you to be that person and get slightly offended when 
you’re not. It’s a strange thing.”

He added: “The blessings far outweigh the burden – 
that’s not the right word. But it does cast a long shadow. 
So I try to move in a different direction while at the same 
time honoring the thing.”

Among those “different directions” are his film projects, 
“Happythankyoumoreplease,” which won the audience 

award at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival, and “Liberal 
Arts,” which premiered in 2012. Radnor expects to start 
production on a third film this spring.

“If you told me I had to stop acting for some reason, I 
could really say I’ve had a nice run,” he said. “I’ve worked 
on a couple of TV shows, been on Broadway twice, worked 
with great playwrights. But writing and directing [provides] 
a sense of newness. I think the truth is I love them all, but 
for different reasons. I like that my career has branched 
out, which means I don’t have to choose.”

At least for the near future, Radnor will be concentrat-

ing on acting. “The Babylon Line” has received mixed to 
positive reviews – none of which he has read. “I find as an 
actor it doesn’t help me,” he said. “Even a positive review 
can get in my head.”

Radnor plays Aaron Port, a less than successful writer who 
commutes on the Long Island Rail Road from his Greenwich 
Village home to teach an evening adult ed. writing class. 
His six students are a mixed bag; they include three Jewish 
women who signed up for the course because the ones they 
wanted were booked. They are joined by a woman none of the 
locals know, an agoraphobe out of her house for seemingly 
the first time in years. Through their writing, the students 
make discoveries about themselves. 

“I think it’s about the stories we tell ourselves about 
ourselves – and how we can be wrong about those stories,” 
Radnor said. “It’s about people who think they’re at the 
end of their story, who think they’re living some kind of 
tragedy, and it’s just a moment in their lives. It’s sad and 
not sad, and if you really unpack the structure and what 
[Greenberg] is doing, there’s a sweetness to it and things 
work out for these people in spite of their worst fears.”

In that regard, Radnor finds the play very Jewish, a 
subject that led to his own Jewish influences. “I actually 
struck up a friendship with a rabbi in New York,” Radnor 
said. “We had a very long lunch a couple weeks ago and 
he told me something fascinating: There’s no Hebrew 
word for tragedy in drama. There’s a Hebrew word for 
comedy, but not tragedy. As a filmmaker, I like to leave my 
audiences with a future that’s better. My characters have 
See “Radnor” on page 6
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If you’re ever involved in an accident on the highway, 
take heed of a particular hazard: In many cases, people in 
multiple-vehicle accidents are hurt or even 
killed after surviving the initial crash largely 
unscathed. Safety experts at the Accident 
Attorneys Organization note three things to 
remember to avoid being among them are:

1. Stay Inside: Stay in your car. According 
to the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, about 16 percent of pedestrian 
traffic deaths occur on freeways. People who 
get out of their cars are killed and injured 
far more often than those who stay inside.

2. Stay Belted: Even those who do stay 
in the car, but unbuckle their seat belt, are 
more easily and severely hurt by subsequent 
cars that pile into them.

3. Stay Calm and Connected: Don’t panic and don’t get 
into a discussion on the spot with another driver. Do try to 
signal the other drivers to get off the road to somewhere safe 
where you can exchange information and contact the police.

As one California Highway Patrol officer put it, “The best 

Surviving accidents on major roads
safe practice would be to stay in your vehicle with your seat 
belt on. If your vehicle is drivable, we always recommend 

getting out of the roadway. Bottom line: 
The freeway is a very dangerous place 
for pedestrians to be, and people need to 
realize that the potential for major injuries 
or death skyrockets as opposed to being in 
your car with your seat belt on.”

Added an EMT after a crash, “Never, 
never, never get out of your car on a roadway 
unless your life is in imminent danger if you 
do not. I can’t stress how dangerous it is 
to ever get out of your car on a road. You 
have absolutely no protection if someone 
plows into you, and if you are stopped, 
chances are much higher that someone 

will get hurt than if traffic were moving normally. Plus, if 
you are out of your car, busy exchanging information with 
someone else while standing in the road, you aren’t paying 
100 percent attention to what might be coming up behind 
you, lessening your chances of getting out of the way when 
something goes wrong.”

(NAPSI) – It’s a cold, hard fact: Icy roads are dangerous for 
even the most experienced driver, and even in dry weather, 
multi-car pileups have closed interstates.

somewhat Jewish last names, but whether they’re Jewish 
or not, they are always caught in certain ethical situations, 
forks in the road.”

Radnor says his films “are about good people getting 
better at being themselves. I’m not interested in evil or how 
terrible we can be toward each other,” he said.

It’s an attitude he likely developed attending the Co-
lumbus Torah Academy in Ohio, where he grew up. “I 
think [my parents] wanted me to have a strong Jewish 
upbringing and wanted me to know where I came from 
and what tradition I was inheriting,” he said.

The training stuck. In conversation with this writer a 
couple of years ago, Radnor said, “I read somewhere that 
Tony Kushner was asked why so many Jews are attracted 
to the theater – he said reading the Talmud and reading 
a play are very similar. There’s a surface read and then 
digging underneath the text. I feel having this background, 
having this love of literature, looking at something on the 
surface and excavating and finding out what more can be 
gleaned from it, you get from a Jewish way of learning.”

Radnor and his sisters attended day school until the 

eighth grade, then transferred to a public high school in 
their freshman years – a move that may have been proved 
bashert. A friend asked him to accompany her to auditions 
for that year’s school production, “Oklahoma!”

“I went and I was watching everyone audition and 
thought, ‘Man, I think maybe I can do this a little better 
than these people,’” Radnor recalled. “They pointed at me 
and asked if I wanted to audition. I said yes and ended up 
getting one of the leads.”

He played Will Parker that year, the emcee in “Cabaret” 
the following season and was hooked. In 2005, following 
brief appearances on shows like “Law and Order” and “ER,” 
Radnor was cast as the lead in “How I Met Your Mother.”

The series was a hit. But like two other revered long-run-
ning shows – “The Sopranos” and “Seinfeld” – the series 
ended with a finale that disappointed many fans.

“I actually don’t talk about it,” Radnor said, clearly tired 
of the question. “I defended it quite a bit whenever I was 
asked about it. Either people got enraged by how it ended 
or loved it. It aroused so much emotion.”

As with the rest of his career, Radnor has moved on.

Radnor Continued from page 5

Married couple to face off in international Bible 
contest in Jerusalem

Yair Shahak, left, and Yaelle Frohlich, are married and 
are also competing against each other in the International 
Adult Bible Contest in Jerusalem, which was scheduled 
for December 28. (Photo by David Khabinsky/Yeshiva 
University)

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Some couples argue over movies, 

others disagree about how to squeeze the toothpaste. But 
one of the earliest debates Yaelle Frohlich and Yair Shahak 
had was over which biblical figure was the most tragic. 
Shahak chose Jeremiah, the ridiculed and ignored prophet 
of doom. Frohlich picked Leah, Jacob’s neglected wife.

Nine years later, on a chilly Monday night in Manhattan, 
the couple sat in the library at Yeshiva University engaged 
in another spirited discussion – this time about Samson, 
the tragic hero in the Book of Judges.

“You do not fall in love with a Philistine woman and tell 
her all your secrets after you killed a thousand Philistines!” 

Frohlich exclaimed, Shahak nodding in agreement. “That’s 
just ridiculous!”

Frohlich and Shahak, both 28 and living in Manhattan, 
met in 2007 when they were studying at Y.U. They soon 
bonded over their mutual love of the Bible. The couple 
married in 2012 and since then have spent many Saturdays 
together poring over prophetic texts or reading verses 
aloud to each other.

Recently they’ve been quizzing each other on the Bible’s 
obscure details. That’s because Frohlich and Shahak were 
scheduled to be one of two people representing their respec-
tive countries – Canada and the United States – in the Inter-
national Adult Bible Contest in Jerusalem on December 28.

The contest – sort of a spelling bee, but with biblical 
verses rather than words – has the contestants answer the 
minutest of details about the most obscure of biblical books. 
Contestants must locate or complete fragments of biblical 
verses, identify who said which quotation to whom, or 
name geographical details of the ancient Land of Israel.

“The term ‘Holy One of Israel’ appears mostly in Isaiah, 
but a couple of times in Jeremiah,” Shahak explained. “If 
you’re given a ‘Holy One of Israel’ and another couple 
words, just because you’ve learned the entire material 
doesn’t mean you know anything.”

The contest draws 27 finalists from all over the world, 
ages 24 and up, who take a written exam. The competition 
ends in a final round of 16, where contestants are quizzed 
orally in front of an audience – one that includes govern-
ment ministers – at the International Convention Center. 
See “Bible” on page 11
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Don’t get left out in the cold – 
practice tire safety

(NAPSI) – Rough roads aren’t the only 
thing to worry about when the temperature 
drops. Tires also get cold and need extra grip 
to perform at their best. That’s something 
your all-season tires might not be ready for. 
In fact, in temperatures of 45°F or below, the 
rubber in all-season tires gradually hardens, 

leading to decreased road traction and less 
grip. That can cause difficulty with braking 
and turning. Winter tire safety experts urge 
drivers to consider the weather; if you often 
drive when it’s below 45°F – snow or no 
snow – it’s time for a set of winter tires to 
See “Tire” on page 9

news from around the u.s.
From JTA

NY’s first Chasidic female judge sworn in
Rachel Freier of Brooklyn officially became the first Chasidic woman to be sworn in as a 

judge in New York state. Freier, a mother of six and former lawyer who practiced commercial 
and residential estate law, was sworn in on Dec. 22 as the Civil Court judge in Kings County’s 
5th Judicial District, CBS reported. She won the post in a September election. Her district 
encompasses the Brooklyn communities of Kensington, Sunset Park and Windsor Terrace, 
among others. At the swearing-in ceremony, the Chasidic performer Lipa Schmeltzer performed 
the song “God Bless America” in Yiddish while wearing a white suit with colorful doodles, 
the vosizneias website reported. Freier, 51, who is also known as Ruchie, worked as a legal 
secretary and paralegal to support her husband’s talmudic studies. She is a graduate of Touro 
College and Brooklyn Law School, and founded the all-female EMT agency Ezras Nashim.
Two Boston-area schools scrap hockey season over players’ 
antisemitism

Two Boston-area high schools canceled the hockey season for their joint boys’ team over 
what faculty said was antisemitic comments and actions by players against a teammate. 
Officials at Keefe Regional Technical School and Marian High School in Framingham, a 
suburb of Boston situated 25 miles east of the city, declined to give details about the behav-
ior, the Boston Globe reported on Dec. 21. A letter to players from Marian High, which is 
a Catholic school, and their parents said an investigation found “a pattern of locker room 
activity” by players who admitted to participating in it. Robert Trestan, who directs the 
New England branch of the Anti-Defamation League, applauded Marian High for reaching 
out and said the team is not the only one confronting incidents of bias, the Globe reported. 
According to Trestan, 2016 is on track to be a record year in Massachusetts for bias inci-
dents, particularly in schools. The conduct, he said, has been fueled by a divisive election 
campaign and the spread of hate speech through social media channels that reach adults and 
children. “They are seeing everything that adults see and are responding in similar ways,” 
he said. In March, students from the all-boys’ Catholic Memorial School in West Roxbury 
shouted, “You killed Jesus!” as its basketball team played Newton North High. The taunt 
stunned the Newton North crowd, many of whom are Jewish. Three incidents of antisemitic 
graffiti were reported at Newton North after the basketball game and another episode was 
reported in December 2015. In November, antisemitic symbols, profanities and the words 

“Trump 2016” appeared on a prominent rock on the campus of The Bromfield School in 
Harvard. Earlier in December, a swastika and the word “Trump” were found written on a 
blackboard at the William H. Lincoln School in Brookline. Robert Leikind, director of the 
American Jewish Committee’s New England Office, said incidents of bias are on the rise. 
“Anybody who cares about the health of our country needs to care about this,” he said. “It 
is encouraging to know that educational leaders take this problem seriously.”
Jewish family faces backlash after being blamed for 
Christmas play cancellation

A Jewish family in Pennsylvania has faced a backlash after being blamed for causing a 
local elementary school to cancel its annual production of “A Christmas Carol.” The Lancaster 
County family has declined to have its name published. Rabbi Jack Paskoff of Congregation 
Shaarai Shomayim, who has spoken with the family, confirmed to JTA on Dec. 22 that the 
family was falsely accused of pushing Centerville Elementary School to scrap the play. Right-
wing news outlets Fox News and Breitbart News claimed that the cancellation took place 
partly because of objections to the play’s religious content. Commenters on the Breitbart 
article said they would want to seek out the home address of the family or families involved 
in the cancellation, while another commenter wrote, “Why don’t the HUNDREDS tell the 
two to get the f’out, never come back, and not to ever sign up for a play again?” Lancaster 
Online, a local publication, reported that the family’s son, who attends the school, has been 
harassed by classmates since the play was canceled. The story said the family “headed out of 
the area for a bit,” but hoped to be able to keep their fifth-grader in the school. The regional 
director of the Anti-Defamation League’s Philadelphia office, Nancy Baron-Baer, told JTA 
that the family was not fleeing their home and had in fact gone on a pre-planned vacation. 
Both the family and the school say the accusations against the family are not true. Accord-
ing to Paskoff and reports in the Lancaster media, the family asked only that its son not be 
required to participate in the play, which the school said has been a tradition at the school for 
decades. A Dec. 15 letter from Centerville’s principal, Tom Kramer, states that the production 
was canceled because it took some 20 hours of instructional time that had to be devoted to 
other subjects. He called the rumor that one or two families forced the cancellation “just not 
true.” A further clarification from the school, published on Dec. 21, said the decision “had 
nothing to do with a religious concern” and “was not influenced by parents. ...The family, 
most importantly, did not ask for the school to cancel the show,” Paskoff told JTA. “It was 
distorted. The facts were not researched or presented. It has created a very potent situation.” 
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(NAPSI) – Now is a good time to ready your vehicle in 
preparation for rough weather conditions ahead.

“Vehicle service is always more convenient when you do 
it on your own schedule. An investment of an hour or so to 
have your vehicle checked will help make sure it can weather 
the storm when arctic temperatures strike again,” said Rich 
White, executive director of the Car Care Council.

Because preventative maintenance helps avoid the hassle 
and cost of an emergency breakdown, the Car Care Council 
recommends the following steps:

 O Check the battery and charging system for optimum 
performance. Cold weather is hard on batteries.

Help your car weather the storm
 O Check the antifreeze. As a general rule of thumb, 

clean, flush and put new antifreeze in the cooling system 
every two years.

 O Check that heaters, defrosters and wipers work 
properly. Consider winter wiper blades and use cold weath-
er washer fluid. As a general rule, wiper blades should be 
replaced every six months.

 O Check the tire tread depth and tire pressure. If snow 
and ice are a problem where you plan on driving, consider 
special tires designed to grip slick roads. During winter, tire 
pressure should be checked weekly.

 O Check the oil and filter and be diligent about 

changing them at recommend-
ed intervals. Dirty oil can spell 
trouble in winter. Consider 
changing to “winter weight” oil 
if you drive in cold places. Have 
your technician check the fuel, 
air and transmission filters at the 
same time.

 O Check engine perfor-
mance. Winter magnifies existing problems such as hard 
starts, sluggish performance and rough idling.

 O Check the brakes. The braking system is the vehicle’s 
most important safety item.

 O Check the exhaust system for carbon monoxide leaks, 
which can be especially dangerous during cold weather 
driving when windows are closed.

 O Check to see that exterior and interior lights work and 
headlights are properly aimed.

During winter, drivers should keep their vehicle’s gas tank 
at least half full to decrease the chances of moisture forming 
in the gas lines and possibly freezing. Motorists should also 
check the tire pressure of the spare in the trunk and stock an 
emergency kit with an ice scraper and snow brush, jumper 
cables, flashlight, blanket, extra clothes, bottled water, dry 
food snacks and any needed medication.

The Car Care Council is the source of information for 
the “Be Car Care Aware” consumer education campaign 
promoting the benefits of regular vehicle care, maintenance 
and repair to consumers. For the latest car care news, visit 
the council’s online media room at http://media.carcare.
org. To order a free copy of the “Car Care Guide,” visit the 
council’s consumer education website at www.carcare.org.

Feinstein, 56, told JTA that he came to espouse the AfD 
view after hearing the slogan “Hamas, Hamas, Jews to the 
gas” being chanted at an anti-Israel demonstration two years 
ago in Berlin. “They weren’t just Islamists, they were also 
normal Muslims, students and so on,” he recalled. “And 
no one was charged or punished. Up to then I felt at home 
in Berlin. And now this feeling is gone.”

The hostility expressed by Feinstein, an artist who 
immigrated to Germany from the former Soviet Union 
with his family in 1980, may be more common among 
Russian-speaking Jews, who constitute the largest of the 
three contingents that make up Germany’s present-day 
Jewish population of some 200,000 people. And such 
views are likely to only harden after the attack, in which 
one Israeli was wounded. His wife was among the dead.

Feinstein’s sentiment seems less prevalent among Jews 
who grew up after World War II in a society whose youth 
were taught to reject any semblance of the murderous Nazi 

xenophobia and antisemitism. His rhetoric seems to be 
even rarer among the 7,500 Israelis living in Berlin, some 
of whom say they left for Germany partly over what they 
see as Israel’s rising nationalism.

To be sure, many Russian-speaking Jews, including 
Sergey Lagodinsky, a Green Party politician and member 
of the Berlin Jewish community council, do not subscribe to 
Feinstein’s embrace of a far-right vision. Meanwhile, among 
Jews with deeper roots in Germany, many speak openly 
and clearly of the risks connected to massive immigration 
from Arab countries, as do some of Berlin’s Israeli Jews.

Jews of all backgrounds here tend to be “skeptical” of the 
wisdom of letting in large numbers of Muslims, as has been 
the policy of German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Lagodin-
sky said. But Russian-speaking Jews in Germany generally 
express this “through a more populist way,” including by 
“engaging with populist parties and ideas,” he added.

Russian speakers of all religions, who make up a large 
minority of several million people in Germany, are not 
the only ones showing a proclivity to populism amid what 
some pundits are calling Germany’s immigration crisis.

On the eve of a big election year in this country, the 
immigration issue is bolstering AfD, which the mainstream 
representatives of Jews in Germany reject for the xenophobic 
and sometimes antisemitic rhetoric of some of its members.

While the AfD missed the 5 percent mark needed to enter 
parliament in the last federal elections in 2013, polls from 
before the market attack predicted the party would win 16 
percent of the vote next year. The party currently holds seats in 
10 of Germany’s 16 state parliaments, up from five a year ago.

Against this background, terrorist attacks may well cost 
the centrist Merkel her post and send Germany swinging 
harder to the right than it has in decades. Her decision in 
2015 to allow into Germany 800,000 immigrants from the 
Middle East has already come under attack even inside 
her own party amid a string of incidents involving that 
population – including last summer’s brutal axe attack in 
Wurzburg by a 17-year-old from Afghanistan.

Commenting on the attack, the Berlin director of the 
American Jewish Committee, Deidre Berger, told JTA that 
she was worried about the “more than 100,000 unaccom-
panied minors” among the asylum seekers who “are highly 

susceptible to the easy answers of radical Islamist ideology.”
Such events have also brought to a head tensions over 

this issue within the Jewish community, where some 
members describe the influx of Muslim immigrants as an 
existential threat. The Central Council of Jews in Germany, 
which is the country’s main Jewish umbrella group and has 
also organized activities to assist Middle Eastern asylum 
seekers, has warned against a rightward tilt as an answer to 
the terrorist threat. And Charlotte Knobloch, 84 – a child 
survivor and head of the Munich and Bavarian Jewish 
communal organizations – told JTA that the AfD is “totally 
out of the question for Jewish people.”

On the other hand, in October 2015, the council’s pres-
ident, Josef Schuster, said in a widely read interview with 
Die Welt that “there is now fear that with people of Arab 
origins, antisemitism in Germany could increase. I share this 
concern.” Schuster said the issue should be addressed by 
emphasizing integration initiatives among the newcomers. 
He also said he supported a “magnanimous policy” toward 
asylum seekers, though he added that “eventually” a quota 
would have to be agreed upon.

But his remarks exposed him to criticism by some 
Israelis In Berlin. Several dozen of them, along with 
non-Israeli activists, protested Schuster’s remarks at a 
rally in November 2015 outside the council’s offices, 
carrying posters of Anne Frank and of the biblical quote 
“Love Thy Neighbor.”

“I cannot stand by when the president of the Central 
Council of Jews in Germany assumes a far-right position, 
supports limiting refugee quotas and instrumentalizes an-
tisemitism, homophobia and sexism while pretending to 
speak for ‘the Jews’ in Germany,” wrote Shaked Shapir in 
Berlin’s Hebrew-language magazine, Spitz, which devoted 
an entire edition to discussing Schuster’s 2015 remarks.

While most Jews in Germany don’t see the influx of 
migrants from Middle Eastern countries as an invasion, the 
issue is nonetheless particularly divisive to their commu-
nities, according to the German Jewish historian Michael 
Wolffsohn. “Every conscious Jew knows or remembers 
what refugee problems are all about,” he said. “At the same 
time every conscious Jew knows that many Muslims are 
more hostile to Jews than, say, Eskimos.”

Berlin Continued from page 1

Jews and TV
The Jewish Museum in New York City is 

holding the exhibition “The Television Project: 
You Don’t Have to Be Jewish” through Febru-
ary 12. This third installment in an exhibition 

series explores advertising produced for Jewish audiences 
or with Jewish content, and examines the way religion, eth-
nicity and identity play out on American television. It also 
features art and artifacts from the collection of the Jewish 
Museum relating to advertising and consumer culture, from 
a photorealistic painting by artist Audrey Flack depicting 
a selection of pre-packaged foods including, three boxes 
with the Manischewitz label, to the well-known “You Don’t 
Have to Be Jewish to Love Levy’s” rye bread print ad.

For more information, visit  http://thejewishmuseum.org 
or contact the museum info@thejm.org or 212-423-3200.
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keep you and your family safe on the roads this year.
“Winter tires are not just for drivers in cities that get 

snow and ice,” explained Mark Marrufo of Discount Tire. 
“Customer safety is our number one priority at Discount 
Tire, so we urge drivers to swap out their all-season 
tires to help ensure they don’t suffer from any 
performance issues when driving regularly in 
temperatures below 45°.”

Winter tires use specially engineered tread 
rubber with enhanced compound to add the 
extra grip needed in winter driving conditions that 
helps keep a car safely in motion without skidding 
off the road. This added grip provides 25-50 percent 
more traction in snow and ice than regular all-season tires. 
Tread design in winter tires also uses thousands of extra 
traction edges for exceptional grip in cold weather driving 
conditions where ice, snow, slush and water may be present. 
What many drivers may not realize is that precipitation can 
actually pack in the larger grooves of all-season tires, leading 

Tire Continued from page 7
to dangerous skidding and impaired braking.

Consider these five tire and road safety tips:
1. Replace your all-season tires with cold traction winter 
tires if you regularly drive in temperatures of 45°F or 

below. Make sure to replace all four tires to avoid an 
unsafe traction mismatch.

2. Don’t forget the wheels when switching to 
winter tires. Having a set of wheels specifically for 
your set of winter tires will save money in the long 
run. They pay for themselves by eliminating the 
cost of changeovers at the beginning and end of the 

winter season, and by saving your expensive wheels 
from the wear and tear of ice, slush, snow and salt.

3. Check tire pressure regularly and don’t forget to check 
the spare. Under-inflated or over-inflated tires may result in poor 
handling, uneven tread wear and poor fuel consumption. For 
every 10° change in temperature, tire air pressure changes 1 psi.

4. Rotate your tires at least every 6,000 miles or earlier if 
irregular or uneven wear develops.

5. Make sure your tire shop properly torques the lug 
nuts to the specifications for your vehicle when changing 
over to winter tires.

By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – Just in time for this year’s 

celebration of Chanukah (December 24-Jan-
uary 1), the Israel Antiquities Authority 
announced archaeologists’ discovery of a 
2,100-year-old stone bowl bearing the He-
brew inscription “Hyrcanus,” which was the 
name of two of the leaders of the Chanukah 
story’s Jewish Hasmonean dynasty.

A fragment of the bowl was unearthed in 
2015 during an archaeological excavation 
at Jerusalem’s City of David landmark, but 
the finding was not revealed until December 
22. Researchers said the bowl was fashioned 

In time for Chanukah, Israel reveals artifact 
bearing name of Hasmonean leaders

At right: A fragment of a 2,100-year-old 
stone bowl that bears the Hebrew inscription 
“Hyrcanus,” which was the name of two 
Jewish Hasmonean dynasty leaders from the 
era of the Chanukah story. Israel announced 
the discovery on December 22. (Photo by 
Clara Amit/Israel Antiquities Authority)

from chalk – a type of limestone – and 
is “one of the earliest examples of chalk 
vessels to appear in Jerusalem.”

“These stone vessels were extensively 
used by Jews because they were consid-
ered vessels that cannot become ritually 
unclean,” the IAA’s Dr. Doron Ben-Ami 
and Bar-Ilan University’s Prof. Esther Eshel 
said in a statement.

The name Hyrcanus, explained the 
researchers, was “fairly common in the 
Hasmonean period. ...We know of two per-
sonages from this period who had this name: 
John Hyrcanus, who was the grandson of 

Matityahu the Hasmonean and ruled Judea 
from 135-104 B.C.E., and John Hyrcanus 
II, who was the son of Alexander Jannaeus 
and Salome Alexandra. However, it is not 
possible to determine if the bowl belonged 
specifically to either of them,” said Ben-
Ami and Eshel.

news from around europe
From JTA

Barcelona court scraps suburb’s BDS resolution
A Barcelona court nullified a resolution endorsing a boycott of Israel that a suburb of 

that Spanish city had passed illegally earlier this year. The Administrative Appeals Court 
No. 3 in November scrapped the motion passed in March by the municipality of Sant Adria  
de Besos on the grounds that it was unconstitutional, according to a statement published on 
Dec. 23 by ACOM, the pro-Israel group that initiated the judicial review. In the ruling, which 
was made public that week, the court said that the municipality’s adoption of a resolution 
that declared it “an Israeli apartheid-free space” and part of the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement against Israel was discriminatory and “establishes unconstitutional 
limitations of academic liberty,” free speech and commerce, ACOM said. Over the past 
year, Spanish tribunals have issued several rulings against BDS initiatives in Spain, where 
in recent years about 50 municipalities endorsed BDS – the highest number of any Euro-
pean country. Promoting BDS is illegal in France, where doing so is considered a form of 
incitement. Britain’s government said it was considering similar legislation. In an interview 
on Dec. 23, Pinchas Goldschmidt, the president of the Conference of European Rabbis, who 
earlier in December met with Spain’s King Felipe VI in Madrid, said he believed that the 
popularity of anti-Israel sentiments in Spain and elsewhere in Europe was diminishing amid 
the rise of Islamist terrorism. “Anti-Israel sentiment in Europe is a problem that I believe is 
diminishing with the changes we see unfolding, as Islamist terrorism is gaining strength, as 
every capital in Europe becomes a potential target for terrorism. I think European leaders 
are increasingly seeing eye to eye with Israeli leaders,” Goldschmidt said. Goldschmidt 
visited Spain on Dec. 13 to present the king with his organization’s Lord Jakobovits Prize 
for European Jewry in recognition of Spain’s outreach to Jews in recent years. Approxi-
mately 5,000 people have become citizens of Spain or Portugal following the passing of 
laws in both countries on the naturalization of descendants of Sephardic Jews. Spain has 
naturalized more than 4,500 applicants for citizenship by Sephardim since its law went into 
effect last year, shortly after the going into effect of the Portuguese one. In both countries, 

the passing of the laws of return for Sephardim was described as an attempt to atone for 
the state and church-led mass expulsion, dispossession, torture and forced conversion into 
Christianity of Jews during the Inquisition – a period that began in the 15th century and 
ended with the disappearance and dispersion of what used to be one of the world’s largest 
Jewish communities. On Dec. 19, President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa of Portugal visited 
Lisbon’s Shaare Tikva synagogue, the Lusa news agency reported. “One cannot express 
enough gratitude to this heritage, which has enriched us in the past and had a major role 
in shaping our identity,” the president said in reference to Judaism.
Russian Jews celebrate 25 years of community events 
at Kremlin

Twenty-five years after the Kremlin hosted its first-ever Jewish event, thousands of 
Russian Jews gathered at the government compound in Moscow to celebrate Chanukah. 
About 6,000 people arrived on Dec. 21 to the State Kremlin Palace, a 1961 building 
that once hosted the congresses of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, for the 
annual Fiddler on the Roof awards ceremony, the L’Chaim Jewish weekly reported. The 
event was keynoted by Rabbi Berel Lazar, a chief rabbi of Russia whose Federation of 
Jewish Communities of Russia – the country’s largest Jewish group – honors several 
individuals for their “exceptional contributions” to Russian Jewry. It was the 14th Fiddler 
on the Roof ceremony, thought it happened 25 years after the first Jewish event at the 
Kremlin, which prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 housed some of its 
most rabidly antisemitic governments. “It is very symbolic, but not only for us, I think,” 
Lazar said at the ceremony. “Everyone realizes that a new era is upon Russia, in which 
the state not only merely permits religious holidays, but supports them, congratulates 
believers, provides them with the most prestigious buildings, halls and squares.” While 
Russia under President Vladimir Putin has been widely criticized internally and abroad 
for human rights abuses and anti-gay legislation, his government has prosecuted cases 
of antisemitic hate speech and violence with relative severity. 
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Congregational Notes

RABBI DANIEL FELLMAN, TEMPLE CONCORD OF SYRACUSE

Weekly Parasha
Miketz – Chanukah, Genesis 41:1-44:17

Friday, December 23, light candles .................... 4:18 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 24 ................ 5:19 pm
Friday, December 30, light candles .................... 4:23 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 31 ................ 5:24 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural, 
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York 
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY; 
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

A Chanukah party will be held on Friday, December 
30, from 6-8 pm.

The next adult ed. study session will be held on Sat-
urday, January 14, at 10 am.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) 
classes will meet at times designated by their respective 
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, January 7, Tot Shabbat will be held at 
11:15 am.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, December 30 .............................................4:25 pm
Shabbat, December 31...............................................9 am
 ..................................................... Mincha/Maariv 5:45 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., January 1 .....................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., January 2-6 ................................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., January 1 .....................................................4:30 pm
Mon.-Thurs., January 2-5 ...........................................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Tuesday, January 10, at 1 pm, Beth David Sis-
terhood will hold its January meeting in the computer 
center of the George F. Johnson Library, 1001 Park St., 
Endicott. Gail Szeligh will lead a hands-on workshop 
on computer skills. Beverages and light refreshments 
will be served.

On Saturday, January 14, SUNY Broome Professor 
Emeritus Ben Kasper will be the guest speaker for a 
Shabbat luncheon. His talk, “What I didn’t learn at my 
bar mitzvah,” will follow the free luncheon after services. 
Everyone in the community has been invited to attend.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, December 30, at 6 pm, there will be a con-
gregational Chanukah potluck dinner celebration. Attendees 
should bring their menorah and with eight candles to light. 
At 7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat Chanukah services.

On Saturday, December 31, there will be no religious 
school, Torah study or family services for winter break.

On Tuesday, January 3, at 10:30 am, the Book Club will 
meet. At 7 pm, there will be an adult b’nai mitzvah class.

On Wednesday, January 4, at 7 pm, there will be a Temple 
Concord Sisterhood board meeting.

On Friday, January 6, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, January 7, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, Torah study will be held. At 10:35 am, 
there will be Shabbat family services with Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg.

On Sunday, January 8, from 10 am-2 pm, there will be 
a Temple Concord Sisterhood rummage sale. It will feature 
a buy-one-get-one-free deal on skirts.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, December 31, at 9:30 am, there will 
be Shabbat services led by Howard Schwartz and Steve 
Gilbert. The Torah portion will be Genesis 41:1-44:17. 
The haftarah will be Zechariah 2:14-4:7. Bima guest 
will be Alan Piaker.

On Monday, January 2, the temple office will be closed 
for the holidays.

For the weekend of Friday, January 6, Interim Rabbi 
Geoffrey Brown will be with the congregation.

On Tuesday, January 10, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood meeting.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish 
during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz 
at schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-
a-half weeks or more before the date to provide enough 
time to send out an e-mail notice to the congregation 
encouraging attendance in order to make up a minyan. 

For our grandparents and great-grandparents, Chanukah 
was a minor, simple holiday, marked by candle lighting 
and not much more. But thanks to Hallmark and a rising 
rate of interfaith marriages, Chanukah has become, and is 
becoming, something greater.

The holiday itself marks a historic event – the triumph 
of the Jews over a larger and stronger enemy. The symbol 
of expanding light helps that miracle shine brightly as the 
eight days of Chanukah elapse.

The bigger theme of the holiday, though, that of build-
ing a stronger identity, of uniting to pursue a cause, even 
against great odds, merits new attention. Hallmark saw a 
marketing window and, to its credit, it has exploited that 
opening. But in doing so, Hallmark has also offered us 

Celebrating Jewishness
the chance to better understand and appreciate our Jewish 
history and our Jewish selves.

In our world today, Jewish identity remains a major chal-
lenge. So often we lament the lack of involvement, the rates of 
assimilation and apathy, the wandering away of our children. 
And Chanukah, even with its commercialism and seeming 
emptiness when compared to other holidays on the Jewish 
calendar, provides a unique and intriguing set of possibilities.

Imagine spending a week celebrating Jewishness – a 
full week marveling at our people’s accomplishments, 
our people’s heroes, our people’s ability to withstand 
even the harshest of enemies. Would not such a week be 
a time of ingathering, a time of nurturing and celebrating 
and growing?

Many suggest that Chanukah’s stature is being raised to at-
tempt to balance it with Christmas. For the family who celebrates 
two traditions, this pattern makes sense and brings comfort. 
Many see in Chanukah a time to celebrate Jewishness, with 
its tribulations and triumphs all wrapped up into one package.

What a gift our interfaith families are giving us! They, 
who too easily are ostracized, are showing us the force 
and sanctity so easily overlooked because of Chanukah’s 
historic status as a minor festival!

Perhaps the time has come to follow this new model 
and allow ourselves to build Chanukah into something 
greater. After all, a week spent celebrating and enhancing 
Jewish identity, noting the strength and survivability of 
our people, cannot possibly be detrimental for any of us.
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The transient young inductees who complete their ul-
tra-sophisticated training at the base will move on to regular 
service in combat units on all of Israel’s battlefronts. It’s 
the more mature career officers and training staffers – set 
to be permanently stationed at the base and to reside in 
the surrounding towns – who will have a role in changing 
the face of Israel’s southern sector. 

Motola points out that 65 percent of Israel’s population 
currently lives in the center of the country, between Tel 
Aviv and Hadera. The city of Be’er Sheva and the Negev 
region comprise around 60 percent of Israel’s total land 
area and contain only 9 percent of the country’s popula-
tion. Traditionally, many Negev towns were perceived as 
downtrodden “peripheral” areas. “Encouraging high-level 
career personnel to come and populate the Negev is a great 
contribution to the country,” Motola asserts.

Over the next five years, two additional massive bases 
are expected to be completed in the Negev – one dedicated 
to intelligence, the other to communications  – and “the IDF 
ultimately sees itself relocating the majority of soldiers to 
the Negev,” Motola says.

The need for support staff for the 10,000 soldiers – main-
ly consisting of food and maintenance services workers 
– provides jobs for hundreds living in nearby towns like 
Yeruham. Building supplies and construction labor for the 
bases are also based in the Negev.

The ambitious initiative is based on the vision of Israeli 
founding father Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, who 
stated in 1955, “Israel’s capacity for science and research 
will be tested in the Negev… and this effort will determine 
the fate of the state of Israel.”

There are two main anchors of the current Negev plan, 
which was adopted into law by several Israeli government 
resolutions – including Resolution 546, passed in 2013, 
which called for the transfer of IDF bases to the Negev, and 
Resolution 5154, adopted a year earlier, which designated 
Be’er Sheva as a “priority area in order to establish it as 
the Negev Regional Metropolis.”

With the implementation of the plan and the leadership 
of 45-year-old Mayor Ruvik Danilovich, Be’er Sheva has 
undergone a swift transformation from a “dry, hot and 
neglected backwater” – as Ishay Avital, the city’s foreign 
press liaison, describes it – to “the rising star of Israel.” 

The rise in Be’er Sheva’s fortunes is obvious to anyone 
visiting the city, with its hundreds of new high-rise apart-
ment blocks, brand new River Park and amphitheater, new 
stadium, revitalized and restored Old City, new performance 
halls and 15 shopping malls. 

But it’s the Advanced Technologies Park that’s the 
centerpiece of its economic revitalization. After the IDF 
moved its Computer Services Directorate to the Be’er 
Sheva-based Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in 2013, 
the foundation was set for a joint initiative between the 
Be’er Sheva municipality and the university. 

According to BGU spokesman Ehud Zion Waldoks, the 
three elements of academia, industry and the government/
army led to a “unique opportunity” for a “collaborative 
research ecosystem.” BGU’s student body of 20,000 in-
cludes 8,000 engineering students, ultimately producing 
one-third of all engineers in Israel. As a result, several 

The Israel Defense Forces City of Training Bases in the 
Negev created hundreds of jobs for residents of nearby 
towns like Yeruham, which is pictured here. (Photo by 
Judy Lash Balint)

international companies – including Dell, T-Mobile, IBM 
and Oracle – have opened operations in Be’er Sheva’s 
Advanced Technologies Park, which is connected by a 
walkway to the university and Soroka Hospital.

With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 2013 
designation of Be’er Sheva as “the cyber capital of the 
Eastern Hemisphere,” the plan to implement that vision 
is forging ahead. The National Cyber Center, which will 
integrate the cyber industry with cutting-edge research and 
development as well as a strong academic base, is expected 
to be operational in Be’er Sheva within the next few years. 

Foreign press liaison Avital notes the substantial foreign 
interest in Be’er Sheva from countries like Taiwan and 
China, in addition to the “significant outside investment” 
pouring into the city. “There are Israeli and foreign in-
vestors, and it’s not just out of Zionism – it’s very good 
business,” says Avital.

Both Avital and Waldoks believe that forward-think-
ing development will encourage college graduates to 
remain in Be’er Sheva. In fact, the city’s population is 
already one of the youngest in Israel, with more than 
50 percent of residents under age 40. “Bibi mentions 
Be’er Sheva all the time,” Avital says, using the prime 
minister’s nickname. “Like him, we believe the future 
of Israel is here.”

Training Continued from page 3

The winner receives a cash prize of $10,000. Shahak was 
one of the international competition’s final eight contestants 
when it was last held in 2014.

Shahak and Frohlich love the Bible for different reasons. 
Frohlich, who grew up in Edmonton, Alberta, enjoys its 
narrative and moral questions. She delved into the Bible 
during her post-high school year studying at Midreshet 
Harova, a seminary in Jerusalem’s Old City, where she 
took a Bible class that had her memorize details of chapter 
upon chapter of book after book. “Once it gets into your 
system, it’s there forever,” she said.

Frohlich is now a graduate student at New York Uni-

versity studying 19th-century Jewish intellectual history. 
Sometimes she will decipher a difficult biblical Hebrew 
word by looking at its translation in Yiddish, a language 
she uses for her graduate studies. She remembers details by 
writing a summary of each chapter by hand. Reading a new 
biblical book, she said, is “like a whole world opening up.”

“Judges is a compilation of some of the most bizarre 
stories anywhere in the Bible, and it can be very difficult 
to read,” said Frohlich, recalling her days in seminary. “I 
would come back to my dorm at night and be so upset at 
the stories in Judges.”

Shahak, the son of Israeli parents, grew up in the haredi 

Orthodox neighborhood of Borough Park, Brooklyn, and 
loved immersing himself in the Bible’s rich Hebrew. He 
has since enjoyed mapping Hebrew’s connections to other 
ancient Semitic customs and languages, like Akkadian. 
But his love of words extends beyond the Middle East – a 
J.R.R. Tolkien buff, he once had a conversation in Middle 
Elvish on the New York City subway.

In addition to being a cantor, Shahak studies violin at 
the Aaron Copland School of Music. One of the ways he 
remembers biblical details is by putting them to song. He’s 
also a former professor of Hebrew at Y.U., his alma mater. 
“Something that bothers me is how little most Orthodox Jews 
know about Jewish history, and you can’t know Jewish history 
without knowing Bible,” he said. “Biblical history is not in 
a vacuum, that it maybe happened but we don’t really talk 
about it. I think it was real and it did happen, and we have 
to understand how it happened and what it means for us.”

The way the Bible contest finals are structured, Shahak 
and Frohlich must face off as two of the final eight contes-
tants to compete directly against each other. Ultimately, they 
are rooting for each other. “This is an amazing opportunity 
to do the contest together,” Frohlich said. “I’m excited and 
I’m looking forward to finally going.”

But Shahak said that once you get up on stage, all of 
the reviewing, memorizing, singing and debating can only 
help so much. “At this point I think you just need to not 
drive yourself crazy, and get in there and do your job,” he 
said. “It is a crapshoot. You can be asked everything you 
know or everything you don’t.”

Bible Continued from page 6

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Israel exploring ways to provide help to wounded 
Syrians in Aleppo

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his country’s Foreign Ministry is explor-
ing ways to provide assistance to Syrian civilians who have been wounded in the fighting 
in Aleppo. “We see the tragedy of the terrible suffering of the civilians,” Netanyahu said at 
an end-of-year event with foreign press on Dec. 20. “We are prepared to take in wounded 
women and children, and also men if they are not combatants. Bring them to Israel, [we 
will] take care of them in our hospitals as we have done with thousands of Syrian civilians. 
We are looking into ways of doing this. It is being explored as we speak,” he said. While 
Israel has treated more than 2,000 Syrians in its hospitals since Syria’s civil war began, 
most of those injured Syrians were from areas close to the Israeli-Syrian border in the 
Golan Heights. According to one Israeli government official, Israel is attempting to deter-
mine how to transfer civilians from Aleppo, which is a much more complicated logistical 
issue, The Jerusalem Post reported. Netanyahu added that he does not believe there is a 
clear solution to the situation in Syria right now and that the Arab country is likely to be 
fractured for the foreseeable future. “Will it come together and be a unified Syria? I doubt 
it,” Netanyahu said. “I think you have enclaves there and they are not about to disappear, 

but the suffering is great and the one initiative we took is to help – as I said – thousands of 
Syrians who are sometimes mutilated beyond belief. We help them. I offered to do more 
today. I don’t know if we can resolve [the crisis in] Syria, but we can help mitigate some 
of the suffering. That is the best that Israel can do,” he said.
Moroccan king attends historic synagogue inauguration 
in Casablanca

Morocco’s King Mohammed VI attended the inauguration of the historic Ettedgui 
Synagogue and the adjacent El Mellah Jewish Museum the week of Dec. 16 in Casablanca. 
The ceremony to rededicate the synagogue museum is part of an effort by the Moroccan 
government to restore Casablanca’s Old Medina. A government grant of about $844,000 
funded most of the restorations. Serge Berugo, head of the Council of Moroccan Jewish 
Communities, told Maghreb Arab Presse that the restoration of the synagogue and the 
museum will include exhibits with paintings retracing the history of Judaism in Morocco 
and “will also preserve the authentic Moroccan identity. ...The synagogue and museum’s 
restoration display the king’s commitment to conserving spaces of cultural dialogue and 
coexistence,” Berugo added. Morocco was once home to more than 250,000 Jews, many 
of whom immigrated to Israel in the mid-20th century. Recent efforts have been made by 
Morocco to protect its Jewish history and to encourage Jewish tourism.

How To Kill A Business
in 10 eAsy sTeps

1. Don’t advertise. Just pretend everybody knows 
what you have to offer.

2. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself you just don’t 
have the time to spend thinking about promoting 
your business.

3. Don’t advertise. Just assume everybody knows 
what you sell.

4. Don’t advertise. Convince yourself that 
you’ve been in business so long customers will 
automatically come to you.

5. Don’t advertise. Forget there are new potential 
customers who would do business with you if 
they were urged to do so.

6. Don’t advertise. Forget that you have 
competition trying to attract your customers 
away from you.

7. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself it costs too much 
to advertise and that you don’t get enough out 
of it.

8. Don’t advertise. Overlook the fact that 
advertising is an investment in selling – not an 
expense.

9. Don’t advertise. Be sure not to provide an 
adequate advertising budget for business.

10. Don’t advertise. Forget that you have to keep 
reminding your established customers that you 
appreciate their business.

Reprinted with permission from the National Jewish Post & Opinion.

To advertise, please contact Bonnie Rozen at
724-2360, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org.

www.thereportergroup.org
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Court postpones Amona outpost eviction by 45 days

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israel’s High Court of Justice agreed on Dec. 
22 to postpone the evacuation of the Amona outpost in Samaria one last time, giving 
residents a grace period of 45 days until Feb. 8, 2017. The ruling came after a day during 
which the court rejected residents’ petition to make the eviction, originally set for Dec. 
25, contingent upon a compromise being reached on the outpost’s relocation. Eventually, 
the residents agreed to leave Amona quietly and without preconditions. “Outposts” such 
as Amona are settlements that did not receive appropriate administrative authorizations 
and are therefore illegal, according to Israeli law. Explaining its decision to grant the 
state’s motion and postpone the eviction, the court said, “There is now a commitment 
to leave peacefully, without clashes or opposition. ...This commitment is unconditional 
and therefore we are going so far as to accede to the request.”
Israel foils Hamas plot to carry out suicide bombings in 
major cities

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israel recently thwarted a Hamas plot to carry 
out a series of suicide bombings in major Israeli cities and shooting attacks across Judea 
and Samaria, the Shin Bet security agency announced on Dec. 22. A joint Shin Bet, Is-
rael Defense Forces and police operation uncovered a Nablus-based Hamas network of 
20 operatives who were planning the attacks. Many of those arrested had served prison 
sentences in Israel for security offenses. All the suspects have implicated themselves 
in the plot, the Shin Bet said. The network had set up an explosives lab where bombs 
and suicide vests were being manufactured. The group also purchased assault rifles and 
recruited four suicide bombers who were intending to target crowded areas in Jerusalem 
and Haifa, as well as several major bus stations in central Israel.
Israeli woman missing since Berlin terror attack confirmed 
killed

The dead body of Dalia Elyakim, 60, who was missing since the Berlin terror attack 
at a Christmas market carried out by an Islamic State terrorist, was identified by Berlin 
police on Dec. 21. German authorities said Elyakim’s body was located that morning, 
but that DNA results to corroborate her identity would not be available until Dec. 25. The 
Israeli Embassy in Germany intervened and expedited the results. Elyakim’s husband, 
Rami, was injured in the attack and underwent surgery. He was in stable condition. “From 
here I send my sympathies and offer strength to her family who are by the bedside of 
her husband Rami, who was seriously injured in the attack, and we pray for his speedy 
recovery,” Israeli President Reuven Rivlin said. “We will remain united and determined 
in the face of this murderous terror which strikes across the world, and we will fight 
relentlessly against extremism and hatred.”
MK Michael Oren says U.S. should recognize Israel’s Golan 
Heights

Member of Knesset Michael Oren (Kulanu) said the U.S. should recognize Israel’s 
control over the Golan Heights region, and that he has advised Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to discuss the issue with President-elect Donald Trump. “It’s very 

important for the U.S. to back a formal recognition of Israel’s control of the Golan,” Oren, 
the deputy minister for diplomacy at the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office, told Bloomberg 
News recently. “If it weren’t for Israel’s presence, the Syria war would be spilling over 
to Jordan. So Israel’s presence in the Golan is indispensable for Mideast stability.” Israel 
gained control of the strategically important Golan Heights region from Syria as a result 
of the 1967 Six-Day War, when Syria invaded northern Israel. In 1981, Israel extended 
sovereignty over the region, a status the international community has not recognized.
New website lists professors to expose “propaganda,” tops 
500K views in first month

The new professorwatchlist.org website, which aims to “expose and document college 
professors who discriminate against conservative students and advance leftist propaganda 
in the classroom,” has amassed more than 500,000 views in its first month, a spokesman 
for the initiative said. The website provides a directory of professors listed by name and 
the college that employs them. Visitors either click on the school name or search by indi-
vidual name to see a list of professors. Each entry on the list contains a summary of the 
professor’s views and a link to a news story documenting that information. The website is 
run by a nonprofit organization called Turning Point USA, which according to its website 
is a “24/7-365 activist organization” whose goal is “to identify, educate, train and organize 
students to promote the principles of fiscal responsibility, free markets and limited govern-
ment.” Matt Lamb, a spokesman for Turning Point USA, told JNS.org that the organization 
“started working on [the professor list] over the summer after hearing from students, donors, 
parents, etc. that there was a need for a central database of all these radical professors we 
regularly hear about in the news.” While the website has exceeded half a million views 
since its Nov. 21 launch, the platform has also received its fair share of criticism. “Many of 
our students and supporters love the idea, but as you can expect, the academia groups are 
not happy,” Lamb said. “Many of the groups, such as the AAUP (American Association of 
University Professors) and groups of professors at different universities, have yet to decide 
if this website harms their academic freedom or if it’s a good idea to be put on the list as 
an ‘act of solidarity.’ Their contradictory position is astonishing.”
IDF official: Hezbollah using American military equipment

A senior officer in the Israel Defense Forces has confirmed that the Lebanese terror 
group Hezbollah is using American-made military equipment. “These APCs (armored 
personnel carriers) are of the Hezbollah [forces], while fighting in Syria, that they took 
from the Lebanese armed forces,” the anonymous IDF officer said on Dec. 21, The 
Jerusalem Post reported. “We shared this information with other countries, including 
the U.S. of course, and I can even say that we recognized these specific APCs with 
some specific parameters that we know... these were given to the Lebanese armed 
forces. It’s not an assumption,” the officer added. In November, Hezbollah held its 
first-ever military parade in Syria showcasing a wide array of equipment, including 
Soviet-made T-72 tanks, Russian Kornet anti-tank missiles, rapid response motorcycles, 
KS-12A anti-aircraft weapons and, most notably, American-made M113 APCs. At the 
time, U.S. officials said that they were investigating how Hezbollah came to possess 
the American APCs, with reports suggesting the carriers may have come from the 
Lebanese army, which received several dozen pieces of U.S. equipment last summer 
as part of a military aid package. 
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