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Federation board meeting 
open to community

The Jewish Federation will hold a full board meeting on Thursday, December 
8, at 7:30 pm. The community is invited to attend. Those interested in attending 
should make a reservation by calling the Federation at 724-2332 so that enough 
materials will be available.

For many years, the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Binghamton’s volunteers have 
delivered Meals on Wheels on Christmas 
Day, thereby enabling those who regularly 
volunteer to have the day off with their 
families. This year, Christmas Day falls 
on a Sunday, which is also the first day 
of Chanukah.

In a discussion with the head of Meals 
on Wheels, Roz Antoun, director of Jewish 
Family Service, learned that the meals for 
Christmas Day will be ordered directly by 

Operation Brotherhood
the recipients and home delivered under the 
auspices of the Bandera Family Christmas. 
Therefore, as this is a program in transi-
tion, and because Christmas Day falls on 
a weekend, the Jewish Federation will not 
organize volunteers this year.

Next year, this will be revisited and a 
decision will be made as to how the Feder-
ation can be involved in reaching out to the 
community-at-large to provide support and 
caring on Christmas Day. For any questions, 
call Antoun at 724-2332.

By Paula Rubin
Craig Goldman will be the featured speak-

er at the next Shabbat luncheon on Saturday, 
December 10, at Beth David Synagogue, 39 
Riverside Dr., Binghamton. His talk will 
stress the importance of play in one’s adult 
life. His talk, “The Importance of Play: A 
Professional’s Perspective,” will follow the 
free luncheon after services. Everyone in the 
community has been welcomed to attend.

Goldman has more than 30 years of 

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca will hold 
its annual Chanukah Festival and Jewish 
Book Fair on Sunday, December 11, from 
9 am-3 pm, in anticipation of the holiday, 
which will begin this year on Saturday, 
December 24. The temple is located at 
the corner of Court and Tioga streets in 
downtown Ithaca. The event, which will 
be free and open to the public, will feature 
an indoor market with traditional holiday 
foods, the music of klezmer musicians 

Temple Beth-El Ithaca to host Chanukah Festival 
and Book Fair on Dec. 11
and a Chanukah sing-along. The main 
attractions are a day-long holiday crafts 
fair and a Jewish book fair.

Crafts for sale will all be by local artists 
and will include jewelry, textiles, wooden 
toys, ceramics and honey and other apiary 
products. This year’s event will also feature 
the participation by Graham Ottoson, of 
Gourdlandia, who makes products from 
the shells of gourds.

Attendees can participate in the Cha-

nukah Sing-along/Dance-along from 
noon-12:30 pm. Other family activities 
will include storytelling from 1-1:30 pm, 
in celebration of the PJ Library Jewish Sto-
rybook Program, and family craft activities 
from 1:30-3 pm.

The book fair will offer many different 
types of books, aimed to appeal to varied 
Jewish interests. Volunteers from Sister-
hood of Temple Beth-El selected the books, 
and worked with Buffalo Street Books this 
year to provide access to volumes said to 
be “rarely found” in local bookstores. The 
selection will include fiction, non-fiction, 

cookbooks and books for grade school, 
middle and young adult readers. Some of 
the many titles available will be “Farmer 
Kobi’s Hanukkah Match” for children, the 
new cookbook “Everything I Want to Eat: 
Sqirl and the New California Cooking” 
and the fiction novel “Flying Couch: A 
Graphic Memoir.”

The Annual Chanukah Festival is sup-
ported by the Temple Beth-El Arts Commit-
tee and the Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El. 
For more information, contact Temple 
Beth-El at 273-5775 or 257-9924, or look 
for its schedule online at www.tbeithaca.org.

Importance of play to be discussed at Dec. 10 
Beth David luncheon

experience in the recreation and physical 
education field, starting with the Binghamton 
Jewish Community Center. He progressed 
to several JCCs in the Northeast, running 
health clubs and children’s sports programs, 
and directing summer camps. Since 1997, 
Goldman has been working at the Joseph 
Kushner Hebrew Academy and Rae Kush-
ner Yeshiva High School in Livingston, 
NJ, as the physical education teacher and 
the athletic director. During the summer, he 

runs Hoop Connections, a summer program 
using basketball as a means for teenagers 
from Ofakim and Arad Israel to become 
friends with New Jersey teenagers through 
clinics run in the U.S. and Israel. Goldman 
has introduced “play” programs for adult and 
teen conventions, and has organized training 
seminars in play, along with sports clinics.

Born in Binghamton, he graduated from 
Hillel Academy and Binghamton High 
School. He has a master’s in health service 

administration from Russell Sage College 
and a B.S. in physical education from SUNY 
Cortland. He is an ASEP/NFHS certified 
instructor, SCW certified personal trainer 
and yoga instructor. He has been trained as 
a physical fitness specialist with the Aerobic 
Institute. He now resides in West Orange, 
NJ, with his wife, Andre, and 15-year-old 
son, Seth. He has two other children, Deena, 
a senior at Queens College, and Michael, 
who lives in Israel.

Sarah Lynne Adamit reported that her 
family was affected by the fires that occurred 
in Israel the week of November 25. “We 
were at our son Gilad’s house in Neveh Tzuf 
for Shabbat and a fire [occurred] behind his 
house and we were evacuated to a nearby 
yishuv,” she wrote. “Eighteen homes were 
destroyed, at least, and there are many more 
all over Israel. Gilad’s house was miracu-
lously spared, but the two houses next to 
theirs were destroyed. There is devastation 
everywhere. We smelled of smoke for days.”

By Sean Savage
JNS.org

Improving weather conditions, a massive 
influx of support from the international 
community and efforts by Israeli first re-
sponders have enabled the Jewish state to 
get an outburst of raging wildfires under 
control. The fires are expected to be among 

Israel’s raging fires come under control after 
massive international response

Former Binghamtonian 
evacuates during fires

She added, “The flames were up to the 
second story and the wind was gloriously 
cooperative that night. We grabbed the 
children and a few belongings, and drove 
to a nearby settlement called Hashmonaim.” 
She also noted that “there was a smokey 
haze all over the country.”

Those interested in donating to rebuild 
the 18 houses that were burnt in Neve 
Tsuf can find information at www.pro-
jector.org.il/en/projects/73/donate/?dona-
tion=186&monthly=0.

the costliest in Israeli history, with unofficial 
preliminary estimates projecting about $520 
million in damage. The direct damage to 
Israeli homes is reportedly estimated to be 
more than $182 million, while destruction 
to public property such as roads, electrical 
power systems and other infrastructure 
amounts to at least $78 million. 

“These damages are on an enormous 
scale, the likes of which we have not 
encountered in any natural disaster in 
Israel’s history – only in wars,” said an 

official at the Israeli Finance Ministry, 
Yediot Achronot reported. “The final 
calculations of the damages caused by 
See “Fires” on page 3

The Jewish Federations of North 
America is raising funds for those af-
fected by the recent fires in Israel. Funds 
may be donated online at https://fedweb.
fedwebpreview.org/emergency-funds/
israel-fire-emergency-fund or by sending 
a check to Jewish Federations of North 
America, 25 Broadway, Suite 1700, New 
York, NY 10004.

Israel Emergency Fire Fund
“People must now return to their dam-

aged homes, schools and neighborhoods,” 
said the JFNA website. “Thousands 
have no homes to return to at all. Many 
community institutions that provide vital 
programs and services – including those 
of our partners – have been hit hard. They 
will be struggling to rebuild just when they 
are needed most.”
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In My Own Words

It’s sitting near the kitchen table just daring me to order 
something. I’m speaking of a bakery’s holiday catalogue. 
For my birthday this year, friends gave me an awesome 
cheesecake that they ordered from a bakery in Brooklyn. It 
was one of the best – if not the best – cheesecakes I’ve ever 
eaten. Since the bakery has my address, it, of course, sent 
me a seasonal catalogue. It includes a chocolate cheesecake, 
which features a layer of chocolate cake and chocolate 
mousse, in addition to the cheesecake, and a version of 
one of my favorite desserts, a tiramisu cheesecake – both 
of which are calling to me. Usually catalogues like this go 
immediately in the recycling bag, but I just can’t let this 
one go. That’s because part of my brain is saying, “You 
haven’t bought yourself a Chanukah present in years and 
one, if not two, of these cakes would be perfect.” However, 
another part of my brain is resisting, noting that “not only 
don’t you need the sugar or the calories, but the cost of 
the cake and the shipping is ridiculous.”

Yes, now that Thanksgiving is over, we’ve entered the 
season of overspending. I know it’s good for the economy 
and we certainly love holiday ads at The Reporter, but 
December is usually not a month where I overspend. 

‘Tis the season
The only people I exchange Chanukah presents with 
are the longtime friends who gave me the cheesecake. 
My major gift exchanges are for people’s birthdays. I 
prefer when Chanukah comes early in December since, 
after that celebration, I can sit back and relax – and stay 
out of the stores. Plus, fewer books are released this 
month, so there is less temptation for me to absolutely 
need to own a copy of a book I just heard about for 
the first time 10 minutes ago. (Yes, that does happen 
far too often.) That’s also a reason I rarely look at the 
advertising inserts that come with the daily paper: I 
don’t want to suddenly crave a product I didn’t know 
existed until they told me about it.

That does not mean I’m the Jewish version of a 
Scrooge – although I do think it’s neat to have your 
name become an English adjective. (And please, don’t 
tell me what you think a Rachel or an Esserman should 
mean. I really don’t want to know.) I love looking at 
the holiday decorations and have been tempted to buy 
a six-foot inflatable menorah for my front yard. (That 
idea was nixed by the person who shares the house with 
me.) As for celebrating Chanukah, I’m content to say 

the blessings, light the candles and sing holiday songs. 
I’m sure I’ve written before how I take out the candles 
before I leave for work in the morning. Deciding which 
pattern of candles to use – red, white and blue, or pink 
and white, or green, yellow and blue? – is part of the fun. 
I don’t usually make my own latkes, but manage to eat 
more than enough before the holiday is over.

All the holidays that fall during December – Chanukah, 
Christmas and Kwanzaa – use candles or lights as part of the 
celebration. Whether or not they were originally intended 
for this purpose, those lights give hope during the darkest 
season of the year. So, keeping with the true holiday spirit, 
we should use these outer lights to spark our inner one. 
The burning of that light helps keep despair at a distance, 
gives us courage when life seems difficult and offers us 
the strength to make the world a better place.

This year – no matter which holiday you celebrate – keep 
the glow of that light burning in the midst of the bustle and 
the fuss. ‘Tis the season to remember our blessings and to 
extend them to others – to give light to those who live in 
darkness and help those in need by extending our hands, 
hearts and wallets.

By Rabbi Francine Green Roston
(Kveller via JTA) – My family is not unfamiliar with 

being vigilant. We are always aware that we live in a country 
in which we are a minority as Jews – especially where we 
live, in Whitefish, MT. We are always listening to voices 
in the classroom, the news and on the streets.

Our family moved from New Jersey for a change in 
lifestyle and surroundings. We welcomed the opportunity 
for our kids to learn how to maintain their Jewish identity 
when they are not surrounded by Jews. I enjoy being a 
part-time rabbi focused on outreach and engaging Jews 
in meaningful gatherings and learning. I am also a rabbi 
in a town that is home to one of the leaders of the alt-right 
movement and white nationalism, and a county that brought 
a man to trial for tweeting threats to put two bullets in the 
head of a rabbi and shoot up a school.

Every day we are learning how to speak up and face 
down hatred. Last year, my son’s middle school learned 
what happened on April 20 – Hitler’s birthday. The sev-
enth-grade boys sang “Happy Birthday” to Hitler during 
lunchtime. We learned from my son that the song leaders 
had been making antisemitic comments and telling “Ho-
locaust jokes” in my son’s presence.

My son is one of four Jewish-identified kids in his school. 
While the principal immediately disciplined the students who 
sang, I met with the principal to make it clear how we inter-
preted these incidents. This was not merely bullying. When 
a group of students tells another that his community should 
have been wiped out in the Holocaust, that is terrorizing.

Last year, my daughter had to defend the veracity of 
the Holocaust to a classmate. In their AP European history 
class, a student said the Holocaust wasn’t really that bad, 
the Jews had just blown it out of proportion for sympathy. 

What it’s like being a Jewish family who lives in Montana
Rather than unleash her teenage-girl power, my daughter 

patiently asked her fellow student why he thought this. What 
led him to this conclusion? In the back of her mind she 
imagined that he could not have arrived at this conclusion 
by himself. She refuted his statements calmly and put her 
faith in her teachers to help this student learn the truth.

When we hear something, we must say something. If 
our children are unable to say something to the speaker, 
then we must consistently remind them that they can say 
something to us. My son had not told us about the “Holo-
caust jokes” because he didn’t want to repeat them and he 
said “I could handle it.” We told him that he never has to 
handle such things. “Holocaust” and “joke” should never 
go together. One “Holocaust joke” is one too many.

The movie “Denial” is showing around the country and I 
am advocating for it to be shown in our neighborhood. It is 
the story of Deborah Lipstadt, who spoke out and fought in 
Britain’s courts and the world press against all those who would 
deny the Holocaust. We not only need to refute Holocaust 
deniers, we also need to strengthen those who are hesitant to 
speak out. I hope that every teenager and adult who is able will 
see the movie and share its lessons with friends and family.

After the surprising results of this presidential election, 
we are all opening our eyes to a new reality. The future 
will be moving in a different direction than some of us had 
hoped. We also realize that our understanding of the past 
was not necessarily as clear as we thought. There were 
voices and stories out there that were not being heard by 
the other side. This is still happening, and it must stop if 
we are ever going to truly be the United States of America.

What I do know about the future is that I will continue 
to speak out and encourage my children to do the same. If 
you hear something hateful, say something. Not something 

angry. Something that questions, challenges respectfully and 
something that begins dialogue. Like my daughter asked: 
“What makes you say that? Why do you think that?” And 
if our children are unable to say something in the moment, 
they must be encouraged to tell a trusted guidance counselor, 
teacher and their parents. My son could continue going to 
school because he felt the strong support of his principal, 
teachers and classmates.

Teenagers do not like to be singled out. They do not 
like to report inappropriate behavior or speech to adults 
because they do not want to continue to be singled out. 
It is up to us to instill in our teenagers that speaking out 
is their duty as a citizen. If someone is speaking hateful 
words, terrorizing a minority or oppressing an “other,” we 
cannot allow it. If we want to live in healthy communities 
that represent the best of our democracy, we must speak up 
and open up conversations as much as possible.

Now is not the time to retreat. Now is not the time 
to withdraw to insular communities. Now is the time 
to listen to our neighbors. Now is the time to hold each 
other accountable. Now is the time to make sure that our 
communities will be led and filled with people who respect 
each other and care for each other.

Francine Green Roston lives in Whitefish, MT, with her 
family and is a co-founder and rabbi of Glacier Jewish 
Community/B’nai Shalom. She previously served con-
gregations in New Jersey for 16 years and was the first 
Conservative woman rabbi to serve a congregation larger 
than 500 member units.

Kveller is a community of women and parents who 
convene online to share, celebrate and commiserate their 
experiences of raising kids through a Jewish lens.Visit 
Kveller.com.

Israel’s blood goes underground
By Mara Fahl

JNS.org
For most organizations, moving underground would be 

an ominous decision. For Israel’s National Blood Services 
Center, it’s an exciting one. November 16 marked the 
groundbreaking for the Jewish state’s new state-of-the-art 
central blood bank. Located in Ramla, the facility will be 
the world’s first completely underground national blood 
services center. Israel’s reality affects every key aspect of 
the design of the center, including its subterranean location. 

Every day, bright yellow vans traverse Israel to collect blood 
donations. Many who donate through the vans are simply passing 
by, and sometimes communities organize blood donor events. 

Essentially all Israelis are familiar with these vans, which they 
can’t help but notice. The fully equipped vehicles, which collect 
17 percent of Israel’s annual blood supply, are the most visible 
part of the mobile units of Magen David Adom – Israel’s na-
tional emergency medical, disaster, ambulance and blood bank 
service. The entire system of mobile units gathers 90 percent 
of the blood that is donated annually. 

What happens to the blood after it is collected? That 
is lesser-known – and it will soon be even harder to see. 

Just 15 minutes outside of Tel Aviv, Israel’s technology and 
culture capital, is the country’s current central blood bank. 
The National Blood Services Center is a clearinghouse for 
sorting, packaging and storing blood, which is then delivered 

to hospitals and critical care units around the country. Of 
the 280,000 blood units that pass through the center’s doors 
each year, 250,000 are sent to hospitals around the country 
as needed. An additional 37,000 liters of surplus plasma are 
used by MDA’s pharmaceutical plant to prepare products 
such as Factor VIII, albumin and gamma globulin. 

No drop of this resource goes to waste, but because it is 
concentrated in a single and vulnerable location, there is a risk 
that major damage to the center could decimate the nation’s 
entire system of blood resources. In fact, any damage to the 
center could reverberate throughout Israel if it slowed down or 
cut off the blood supply for hospitals and emergency centers. 
See “Blood” on page 12



December 2-8, 2016 Page 3 - The Reporter

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their 
parents, will be held on Saturday, December 17, from 
9:30-10:30 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton. The focus this month will be on Chanukah. 
After Tot Time, the group will join the religious school’s 
Chanukah celebration.

Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood for 
children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public. Reservations 
will be appreciated and can be made by e-mailing Lauren Fitch 
at TCTots@gmail.com. A parent must attend with children.

Children are introduced to Judaism through a story, 
snack and a craft each month. For more information, contact 
Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.

By Paula Rubin
The December Beth David Sisterhood meeting will 

feature Claire Ladenheim, who will speak on “The Jews 
of Harlem.” Her talk will follow a short business meeting, 
which will be held on Wednesday, December 14, at 7:30 
pm, at the synagogue, 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. All 

TI Sisterhood to hold “white 
elephant” party on Dec. 13

The Temple Israel Sisterhood will start celebrating 
Chanukah early by having a “white elephant” party on 
Tuesday, December 13, at 7 pm.

Attendees will exchange gifts and have refreshments and 
traditional holiday desserts. Members should bring a wrapped 

gift under $5 for a gift exchange, and $3 to cover refreshments.
Guests will be welcome. Those interested in attending 

should RSVP with Tammy Kunsman at 723-7461 before 
Thursday, December 8. A short business meeting will 
precede the event.

Tot Time at TC

Jews of Harlem to be discussed 
at next BD Sisterhood meeting

women in the community have been invited to attend.
“You never know when an idea for a program will confront 

you,” Ladenheim noted while watching a program on this 
topic that led her to several articles about this subject. A Jewish 
Community Center is about to open in the neighborhood, 
a century after a Jewish renaissance in a neighborhood that 
was one of the most prominent Jewish areas for several de-
cades in the 19th and 20th centuries. (See related article in The 
Reporter at www.thereportergroup.org/Resources/Website/
file/Current-Past-Issues/r1642.pdf.)Along with the influx of 
Jewish growth, Jews are continuing to move into the area.

For more information, call Beth David Synagogue at 
722-1793.

the fires—both to the state’s coffers and to the public 
in general – could only be done weeks after the event. 
These are very complicated calculations.”

Haifa, Israel’s third-largest city, was under considerable 
threat from the fires. More than 60,000 people were evacu-
ated on November 24 from the city as flames burned nearby. 
Haifa residents were able to return home on November 25 
after fire crews were able to get the flames under control. 

At a Cabinet meeting on November 27 in Haifa, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu praised Israeli first re-
sponders for their work to combat the fires. “I salute all those 
who took part in dealing with this crisis, in extinguishing the 
fires, and in guarding life and property,” Netanyahu said. “We 
have built an impressive ability to fight fires on the ground 
and from the air and it proved itself. I do not want to imagine 
what might have happened if we hadn’t built this ability.”

The hundreds of fires that erupted across Israel came 
largely as a result of extremely dry and windy weather 
conditions, but also from attacks by arsonists, who likely 
used the weather conditions as a means to inflict heavy 
damage on the Jewish state. 

In response to the fires, the international Jewish com-
munity stepped up its efforts to provide relief to affected 
Israelis. According to the Jewish National Fund, which has 
launched an emergency response campaign to help Israelis 
rebuild their homes and forests, the fires destroyed more 
than 32,000 acres of forests. In Haifa alone, 700 homes 
were damaged, 37 were destroyed and 400 were deemed 
uninhabitable. At least 569 homes burned down throughout 
Israel and 137 people suffered fire-related injuries. 

The Jewish Agency for Israel, with help from the Jewish 
Federations of North America, announced that it will pro-
vide immediate financial assistance of $1,000 per family to 
Israeli families who cannot return home. “At trying times 
like these, world Jewry feels closely connected to what 
is taking place in Israel and comes to our help without 
hesitation,” Jewish Agency Chairman Natan Sharansky 
said. “We are proud of our partners in Jewish communities 
around the world, and particularly in North America, and 
appreciate their solidarity when it matters the most.”

The international community, including several of Isra-
el’s Arab and Muslim allies, were instrumental in helping the 
Jewish state combat the flames. Egypt, Jordan, Azerbaijan 
and Turkey all sent firefighting equipment to Israel. The 
Palestinian Authority also pitched in, sending several fire 
trucks to the Jewish state. Netanyahu phoned P.A. President 
Mahmoud Abbas to thank him for his assistance, marking 
a rare direct conversation between the two leaders.

Israeli opposition leader Member of Knesset Isaac Herzog 
also thanked the Palestinians for their help, saying that “from this 
tragedy, there is a glimmer of hope that things can be different.”

The show of solidarity from Arab and Muslim allies 
was a welcome sign for Israel after Arabic-speaking social 
media users had used the hashtag “Israel is burning” to 
celebrate the fires that ravaged the country.

Several of Israel’s close allies in Europe, as well as the 
U.S., also sent firefighting equipment. America dispatched 
its Boeing 747 Supertanker, the largest aerial firefighting 
aircraft in the world. The supertanker is capable of carrying 
up to 19,600 gallons of fire retardant or water.

The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations expressed gratitude to the countries that 
assisted Israel. “Among those nations sending firefighters 
and equipment were Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Egypt, France, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Palestinian Author-
ity, Romania, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine” and the U.S., the 
Conference of Presidents said in a press release, noting 
that Israel “has often responded when other countries faced 
natural disasters or violent attacks.”

“The outpouring of international support for Israel in 
response to the widespread threats to the safety and property 
of tens of thousands of Israelis is an example of international 
cooperation at its best,” said Conference of Presidents leaders 
Stephen M. Greenberg and Malcolm Hoenlein.

Fires Continued from page 1

On November 26, the American-dispatched Boeing 747 
Supertanker plane helped extinguish a forest fire that broke out 
in Nataf, near Jerusalem. (Photo by Hadas Parush/Flash90)

Swing Street Station on Dec. 3 to 
benefit JCC sports programming

JCC Stage Door Canteen is this year’s annual Jewish 
Community Center fund-raiser to support the JCC’s sports 
programming. It will be held on Saturday, December 3, 
from 7-10 pm. The event will cost $50 per person, with 
additional sponsorship levels available. Reservations are 
not necessary; walk-ins are welcome. The entire community 
has been encouraged to attend.

The event will feature live music from Swing Street 
Station, a singing group including Jan and Shannon DeAn-
gelo, Alex Mendoza and Tom Federowicz. DeAngelo noted 
that this group has performed as far away as the St. Louis 
Jazz Club in Rome, Italy, “all around the eastern seaboard” 
and at the Times Square Marriott Marquis hotel with the 
Tommy Dorsey Orchestra. The program will feature a se-
lection of swing music and dancing, as well as memories 
of the Broadway stage door canteens of the 1930s and ‘40s. 
The event will also feature food and casino games, such 
as over-and-under tables and blackjack.

The fund-raiser will support the Jewish Community 
Center’s youth and adult sports programming, including the 
Sunday Hoopsters program, Elite Product Training, Men’s 
Basketball Leagues and the Duck N’ Dive Dodgeball Tour-

nament. These programs are designed and managed by Dan 
Whalen, the JCC health, physical education and recreation 
director. According to Whalen, “The main focus of our sports 
programs is to strengthen our community and provide a safe 
place for our youth to grow. This is a great opportunity for 
all of us to come together as a community. Doing so, we will 
all have a great time and support a great cause.”

Whalen added, “Here at the JCC, we aim to run the 
highest quality program at the lowest possible price. This 
event is instrumental in keeping our costs affordable for 
those from all socioeconomic statuses. It also helps us to 
provide price breaks for families who are going through 
tough times.”

For more information, to sponsor or to participate, 
contact the JCC office at 724-2417 or jccoffice@
binghamtonjcc.org.

The JCC is a not-for-profit organization and partner 
agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Binghamton that serves the community-at-large 
regardless of age, race, religion or sexual orientation. 
Financial assistance is offered to all who qualify, as long 
as funds are available.

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com
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New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Ever hear a joke that’s so funny that you can’t stop 
laughing? It may not even really be that hilarious: it’s just 
it hits you in exactly the right way at exactly the right 
time. That’s why it’s almost impossible to fully explain 
why any particular joke is funny – at least, enough to 
make someone laugh. If you have to explain it, the humor 
disappears. In fact, not everyone agrees on which jokes 
are funny and humor changes across cultures. I once read 
about a Japanese comedian whose jokes simply didn’t 
translate into Western culture because they spoke to a 
specific type of understanding.

Jewish humor is often thought of as belonging to a cate-
gory of its own. So it was interesting to read two nonfiction 
works about Jewish jokes: the second edition of “Life Is 
Like A Glass of Tea: Studies of Classic Jewish Jokes” by 
Richard Raskin (Quid Pro Books), which contains two 
new chapters, and “Let There Be Laughter: A Treasury of 
Great Jewish Humor and What It All Means” by Michael 
Krasny (William Morrow). The former is a serious study 
of the development of particular jokes, while the latter is a 
comical attempt at a cultural understanding of Jewish humor.

Raskin analyzes eight jokes with an emphasis on how 
they developed over time and place. What’s striking is not 
that all of these were originally Jewish jokes. Raskin focuses 
on what had to change in a specific joke in order for it to 
be what he considers a Jewish one – meaning that another 
religion or ethnicity could not be substituted for Judaism. 
His discussions of the twists that turn non-Jewish – and even 
antisemitic – jokes into Jewish ones are thought provoking.

The author evaluates each joke using what he calls “the 
basic triad” of properties – role-fiasco, tactical maneuver 
and exemplary deviance – which I found confusing, perhaps 
because he also features a chart listing five frameworks for 
each member of the triad. Instead, I focused on the dis-
cussions of other jokes offered that compared the different 
elements featured in each. For example, the elements the 
jokes contain include:

 � Reversible perspective – This means the joke may be 
understood in more than one way. For example, if the joke 
contains a rabbinic figure, his speech may be considered 
either wise or foolish depending on one’s perspective. There 
may also be an unexpected turnabout – a character speaking 
one way and then suggesting the opposite – that leaves 
readers unbalanced. Examples include a rabbi who agrees 

So, you think that’s funny? Two looks at Jewish humor

with everyone, even though each person coming to him for 
advice contradicts the other, or a dying businessman who, 
after asking if all his family is gathered with him, wonders 
who is watching the store. Raskin believes the jokes allow 
you to laugh either with the main figure or at him.

 � Impossible figures: The logic of these figures is so 
twisted that their statements are absurd. An example is 
the person who carries a useless umbrella – one filled with 
holes – because he didn’t expect it to rain.

 � Realities of human behavior: The humor is based on 
real life, rather than elaborate wordplay or abstractions. 
Raskin notes that “each of these jokes is like a lesson on 
human nature, counteracting any tendency we might have 
to overestimate the degree to which people act in a manner 
consistent with logic.” One example of this is Groucho Marx 
resigning from a club because “I don’t want to belong to 
any club that would accept me for a member.”

Some of these jokes began their lives as non-Jewish 
ones that featured either different ethnicities with similar 
characteristics (for example, frugalness) or characteristics 
that can be found in almost any group (overbearing parents). 
For them to become strictly Jewish jokes – jokes that could 
only make sense if understood in a Jewish context – Ruskin 
suggests what changes had to occur. These include featuring 
references to Jewish culture, for example, grafting “the logic 
of the punchline onto an old talmudic legend”; changing the 
identity of an idealized person to God; including “a mixture 
of positive and negative attitudes toward the embodiment 
of Jewishness”; and making certain the joke has more than 
one interpretation, “one of which invokes seeing the story 
as playing with and parodying the stereotypes it evokes.” 
Ruskin’s very strict definition means that many jokes that 
are normally considered Jewish would not qualify.

While not easy reading, Raskin’s book is a worthy 
endeavor. Readers may prefer to skip the complicated 
discussions and just enjoy the jokes and the simpler com-
mentary on them. Those interested in the development 
of the jokes will love the “Publication History” sections 
at the end of each chapter, which show many different 
versions and include variations originally published in 
French, Yiddish and German, among other languages. I 
found “Life Is Like A Glass of Tea” worth reading for 
the insights it offers and will never look at Jewish jokes 
through the same lens again.

While parts of Ruskin’s work took great concentration, 
the same is not true for Krasny’s book. Yes, while he does 
analyze the themes, forms and subject matter used in 
Jewish humor, his work is filled with jokes and personal 
anecdotes that don’t demand the same type of brain power. 
The two authors would also disagree about what constitutes 
a Jewish joke: Krasny sees much of Jewish humor as also 
qualifying as American and even global humor. However, 
Krasny does notes another type of Jewish joke, the ones that 
“stand utterly alone and nearly cry out with three simple 
words: WE ARE DIFFERENT.”

The chapters are organized by subject matter: for ex-
ample, “Jewish Mothers and Jewish Bubbies,” “Sex and 
Marriage,” “Schlemiels and Schmucks,” “Yiddish, Gener-
ations and Assimilation,” “Celebration,” “Suffering” and 
“Separate and Distinct.” Stereotypes abound and some of the 
jokes will make readers groan rather than laugh. However, 
Krasny is an excellent raconteur and his personal anecdotes 
can be great fun. For example, he notes his mother’s reaction 
“to Eugene O’Neill’s great Irish-American tragedy, ‘Long 
Day’s Journey Into Night,’ with all its ambivalence, guilt 
and blame, [that] had parallels to our Jewish family. After 
she saw the play, my mother said, ‘Honey, we aren’t like 
those people. We don’t drink.’”

Most of Krasny’s commentary focuses on the back-
ground of the jokes, for example, placing them into Yiddish 
or Jewish context. He explores the stereotypical reactions 
of Jewish mothers and hapless rabbis, and explains the 
differences between Jews and Gentiles reflected in these 
jokes. He notes that many make fun of other Jews or portray 
Jews in an unflattering light and that, in the past, “Jewish 
jokes were looked at as repositories of self-hatred or mas-
ochism and despair.” However, he believes that “many of 
these jokes are celebrations of the ability to survive by 
whatever means are necessary. With mordant humor, they 
show a dogged resilience in the face of dreadful, even lethal 
adversity.” These types of jokes show Jews’ determination 
to survive the unsurvivable: “A Jew is told the earth will 
soon be flooded and all living organisms will drown and 
die. He says he will begin to study how to live underwater.”

“Let There Be Laughter” is light and easy reading. 
Krasny doesn’t exactly explain “what it all means,” as 
his subtitle suggests, but most readers will be too busy 
laughing to care.
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designated as agent for service of 
process against it. NYSS shall mail 
process to 1963 Bradley Creek 
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

279 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic 
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/24/16. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
The LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson 
City, NY 13790. General purpose.
______________________

277 S 2nd Street LLC, a domestic 
LLC, filed with the SSNY on 10/21/16. 
Office location: Broome County. 
SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
The LLC, 331 Arthur Ave., Johnson 
City, NY 13790. General purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
Mindful Health & Wellness, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/2016. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: The LLC, 515 East Main Street, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Woodmere, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/20/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Florence, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/11/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None. 
______________________

Not ice of  Format ion of  MDM 
Enterprises of Farmington, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/13/16.  Office location: 
Broome County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 2224 Pierce 
Creek Rd., Binghamton, NY  13903.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

801 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of 801 Gage 
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary 
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office 
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 
designated as agent for service of 
process against it. NYSS shall mail 
process to 1963 Bradley Creek 
Road, Endicott, NY 13760. Business 
purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

749 GAGE RD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(“LLC”)

Articles of Organization of 749 Gage 
Rd, LLC filed with the NYS Secretary 
of State (NYSS) on 10/5/2016. Office 
of LLC is in Broome County. NYSS 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of formation of Standard Land 
Co, LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 10/12/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, PO Box 584, Binghamton, 
NY 13902-0584.  Purpose: any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 138 Henry 
Street LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/30/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 3 Bond St., Binghamton, 
NY 13903.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Fayetteville, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/03/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Amherst, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/11/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of Ithaca, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/11/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 

______________________

Notice of Formation of Woods Ravine 
Farm LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/01/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 677 Castle Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13901.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Taylor Irene
 Properties LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 15, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 1199 Cornell Avenue,
 Binghamton, NY 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Articles of organization for Sweetie’s 
Homemade Italian Ice, LLC 345 Harry 
L. Drive, Johnson City, NY 13790 filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY 
(NYSS) on 11/21/2016. Office of LLC 
is in  Broome Co. NYSS is designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served. NYSS shall 
mail process to 1172 Lynch Road, 
Little Meadows, Pa. 18830. Business 
purpose: any unlawful activity.

Notice of Formation of: TOMCO, 
LLC.  Articles of Organization filed 
with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) October 4, 2016. Office and 
Principal Business Location: 8 Kress 
St,  Binghamton, New York 13903, 
Broome County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 8 Kress St,  Binghamton, New York 
13903, Broome County. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Activity
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is VARIKO 123
 LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 10, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of
 any process against the LLC
 served upon him or her is: 7806
 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
 11228.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 5F3D99, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/07/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
99 Hawley St., Ste. 200, Binghamton, 
NY  13901.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
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By Jeffrey Barken
JNS.org

Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds never spoke about his 
experiences as a prisoner of war during World War II. 
Captured during the Battle of the Bulge, Roddie survived 
an arduous march through frozen terrain and was interned 
for nearly 100 days at Stalag IXA, a POW camp near Zie-
genhain, Germany. “Son, there are some things I’d rather 
not talk about,” Roddie would tell his boys, Kim and Chris 
Edmonds, when they were young. “We were humiliated.”

When Roddie died in 1985, Chris, now a Baptist 
pastor, inherited his father’s war diaries. The books are a 
chronological record of POW camp life and, among other 
pastime anecdotes, detailed plans for a restaurant that 
Roddie and three of his compatriots had hoped to open 
after the war. Now that his father’s wartime stories are 
known, Chris said his life has been “turned upside down.” 
The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous, an organization 
that identifies non-Jewish rescuers of Holocaust survivors 
and pays tribute to their courage, were scheduled to honor 
Roddie’s memory on November 28 with the Yehi Ohr 
Award during the foundation’s annual dinner at the New 
York City Public Library. 

Roddie has already been recognized by Yad Vashem 
– the state of Israel’s official Holocaust memorial and 
research institute – as “Righteous Among the Nations,” 
the Israeli honorific for non-Jewish saviors of Jews during 
the Holocaust.

For Chris, there was initially an element of mystery to 
his father’s writings. He could only guess what the faded 
“ticks” in the margins of the diary entries referred to. “Jewish 
friends moved out,” “Dogs,” “Before the Commander,” 
“Scottish Chaplain,” read several of the startling, undated 
notes. “Those must have been reminder markers,” Chris 
told JNS.org. “Something happened in the camp that he 
didn’t want to talk about.”

Answers to Chris’ questions about his father’s war record 
finally began trickling in when he discovered a New York 

“Ticks” in the margins: how a Baptist pastor 
unearthed his father’s Holocaust heroism

Times article published in late 2008, in which 
Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds is mentioned. 
The article rehashed the difficulty that 
disgraced former President Richard Nixon 
experienced in the 1970s, when he sought 
a place to live in New York and found that 
most prospective neighbors despised him. 
Oddly enough, a lifelong Democrat named 
Lester Tanner, although fundamentally op-
posed to the former Republican president’s 
policies, found space in his heart to forgive 
Nixon and offered to sell him his house. In 
the 2008 article, Tanner reflects on how his 
experiences as a Jewish prisoner of war 
during World War II, and specifically the 
bravery of Roddie Edmonds, saved his life 
and inspired his worldview.  

Several years passed before Chris Edmonds managed to 
track down Tanner. “Not a day goes by that I don’t thank 
Roddie,” Tanner told Chris during their 2013 meeting. The 
portrait of Roddie that has emerged from their subsequent 
conversations, as well as meetings with other associated vet-
erans, has unlocked the stories behind the mysterious notes 
in the margins of Roddie’s diary. “Before the Commander,” 
it turns out, refers to a display of extraordinary bravery that 
saved the lives of nearly 200 American-Jewish POWs. 

In January 1945, Tanner explained to Chris, “all the 
Jewish POWs in Stalag IXA were ordered to report to the 
parade ground.” Since Roddie was the highest-ranking 
non-commissioned officer at the camp, he had assumed 
command of the prisoners. Unwilling to sell out his fellow 
soldiers, Roddie ordered his men, both Jews and non-Jews, 
to report in solidarity. The American POWs dutifully 
followed his order. 

The sight of all the camp’s inmates standing at attention 
in front of the barracks stunned and infuriated the German 
officer, Maj. Siegmann, who had issued the sordid order. 
“They cannot all be Jews!” he barked. 

“We are all Jews,” Roddie replied. 
Blinded by rage, Siegmann pointed his 

pistol at Roddie’s head. “Your father didn’t 
waiver,” Tanner recalled when speaking to 
Chris. Roddie told the German commander, 
“[Per] the Geneva Convention, we only have 
to give our name, rank and serial number. 
If you shoot me, you’ll have to shoot us 
all and when we win the war, you will be 
tried for war crimes.” At this point, Tanner 
remembered that the German commander 
“turned white as a ghost. Then he began to 
tremble.” Eventually, Siegmann lowered his 
weapon and retreated from the scene. In the 
final days of the war, the POWs ultimately 
self-liberated the camp and rejoined the 
approaching American army.

“Over the years, we have worked with and honored 
many Holocaust survivors and their rescuers, but the 
story of Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds saving 200 Jew-
ish-American soldiers truly distinguishes the man and 
leader he was,” said Harvey Schulweis, chairman of the 
JFR foundation, in a statement on the upcoming posthu-
mous honor for Roddie.

Chris recounted the unexpected call he received from 
Stanlee Stahl, JFR’s executive vice president. “Is this the 
real Chris Edmonds?” she asked. Once Chris confirmed his 
identity, he embarked on an adventure he had previously 
only dreamed about. JFR made it possible for Chris to travel 
to Germany and retrace his father’s wartime path. “The 
more I learn, the more alive [Roddie’s] diaries become,” 
Chris told JNS.org.

Yehi Or, the name of the honor Roddie will receive, is 
translated in Hebrew as “let there be light.” In line with 
the award’s name, Chris said he is pleased that JFR will 
“share dad’s story with students around the world through 
their educational programs.” 

Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds. 
(Photo courtesy of Chris 
Edmonds)
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By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – A rare 3,800-year-old 

Bronze Age figurine was unearthed by a 
team of archaeologists and Israeli high 
school students, the Israel Antiquities 
Authority announced. 

According to Gilad Itach, the IAA’s 
excavation director, the eight-inch-
tall figurine sitting upon a jug was 
unearthed on the last day of exca-
vations at a site in the central Israeli 
town of Yehud, before construction 
was about to commence.

“It seems that at first the jug, 
which is typical of the period, was 
prepared, and afterward the unique 
sculpture was added, the likes 
of which have never before been 
discovered in previous research,” 
Itach said. “The level of precision 
and attention to detail in creating 
this almost 4,000-year-old sculpture 

Israeli high school students help 
unearth Bronze Age figurine

The Bronze Age figurine unearthed by 
archaeologists and Israeli high school 
students. (Photo by Clara Amit)

is extremely impressive.
“The neck of the jug served as a 

base for forming the upper portion 
of the figure, after which the arms, 
legs, and a face were added to the 
sculpture,” he added. “One can see 
that the face of the figure seems to 
be resting on its hand as if in a state 
of reflection.” 

The figurine was discovered 
along with a number of other items, 
including daggers, an axe head and 
arrows that archaeologists believe 
were buried as part of funeral of-
fers for a respected member of the 
ancient community.

The Israeli high schoolers who 
took part in the dig were part of a new 
high school matriculation program 
offered by the IAA and the Israeli 
Education Ministry to help train 
future archaeologists.

Naomi Kutin, now 15, still trains and competes, albeit in 
a different weight class. (Photo courtesy of “Supergirl”/
Jessie Auritt)

By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) – Have you seen “Supergirl” yet?
No, we’re not talking about the TV series about Super-

man’s fair-haired cousin, currently in its second season on 
The CW. Rather, we’re talking about the new documentary 
“Supergirl” about Naomi (pronounced “Na-AH-mee”) 
Kutin, a real-life Orthodox Jewish girl who broke world 
weightlifting records when she was just 9 years old.

She has accomplished some incredible feats, but Kutin 
says powerlifting is only about 30 percent physical – the rest 
is mental. That might help explain how the now 15-year-
old made her name in the world of powerlifting in 2012. 
Back then, she squatted a whopping 214.9 pounds – more 
than twice her body weight (which, at the time, was a 
slight 97 pounds).

That’s also the theory held by film-maker Jessie Auritt, 
who directed “Supergirl.” The documentary follows Kutin 
on her “improbable and sometimes gut-wrenching” jour-
ney, from her precocious weightlifting prowess to her bat 
mitzvah. “She has this incredible willpower and motivation 
and drive,” Auritt told JTA. “I think if she didn’t have that 
inner strength, she wouldn’t be able to lift the weights.”

“Supergirl” documents what is, at its core, a pretty absurd 
story. Powerlifting consists of three lifts: the squat, which 
involves bending one’s legs into a seated position while 
holding weight; the bench press, in which one pushes a 
bar of weight up and down while lying on a bench; and the 
deadlift, which involves picking up weight from the ground 
and straightening one’s back while holding it. It is not a sport 
for the faint of heart – it’s meant for building serious muscle.

Should this slight girl from Fair Lawn, NJ, be lifting 
twice her body weight on a regular basis? The obvious 
answer is probably not. It’s compelling theater, but Kutin 
often pushes herself too far: At one point, she tries to lose a 
pound in a day to stay in her weight class for a competition. 
Another time she continues to train through a serious health 
issue that causes her to miss months of school.

At times, the film is almost hard to watch – albeit in a 
car-accident-on-the-highway, can’t-look-away kind of way. 
Yet by the end of the film, it’s nearly impossible not to root 
for Kutin, who comes off as a sweet, lovable underdog 
caught up in possibly the world’s most macho sport.

Auritt trains her lens tightly on the Kutin family: She 

This Orthodox weightlifting girl broke records – 
and is now the star of a new documentary

follows Naomi through intense workouts in her basement 
– we see her eyes bulge and face turn red as she strains 
to hoist a bar sagging with weights – and stress-inducing 
competitions, where she is often dwarfed by enormous 
men and much more muscular women.

For Naomi, her powerlifting career was inspired by 
her father, Ed, who’s been competing in the sport for de-
cades and holds national records in the deadlift. When his 
daughter was 8, the elder Kutin asked her if she wanted to 
try lifting with him. “I was like whoa, that could be really 
cool,” Naomi told JTA. “I could spend time with my dad, 
and it’s like a really different sport, none of my peers at 
the time were doing it.”
See “Star” on page 9
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In Madagascar, “world’s newest Jewish 
community” seeks to establish itself

Elysha Netsarh visited the U.S. from Madagascar to speak 
about the Jewish community there. (Photo by Josefin 
Dolsten)

By Josefin Dolsten
(JTA) – Though there is no synagogue, mikvah or Jew-

ish school in Madagascar, visitors to the African island 
nation can enjoy a strictly kosher meal, Shabbat services 
and weekly learning programs. The Jewish community 
of 121 people – all of whom converted to Judaism earlier 
this year – can’t afford to build a synagogue. So now, one 
member is touring the U.S. to raise awareness and funds 
to bolster a Jewish presence there.

“If people were rich enough, maybe each family would 
save money and we’d gather this to raise a synagogue – 
[but] that’s [the] kind of thing we can’t afford to do,” said 
Elysha Netsarh, a university lecturer in plant chemistry 
and a member of the Jewish community, which is based 
in Madagascar’s capital, Antananarivo.

Over three-quarters of Madagascar’s population lives 
below the international poverty line ($1.90 per day), ac-
cording to 2012 World Bank data. The Jewish community 
is mostly middle class, said Netsarh – most members earn 
enough to make ends meet, but not to put aside any savings.

Some members of Madagascar’s fledgling community 

started practicing Judaism around 2010, but they became 
officially Jewish in May, when three Orthodox rabbis trav-
eled to the island off the coast of southeast Africa to conduct 
the conversions. The conversions make Madagascar home 
to the world’s newest Jewish community, according to the 

nonprofit group Kulanu, which supports the community 
as well as other isolated groups around the world looking 
to learn about Judaism.

In what Netsarh termed an “extraordinary event,” 
121 Malagasies, as the locals are called, answered 
questions in front of a rabbinical court and immersed 
in a river, which served as a ritual bath. Men underwent 
symbolic circumcisions and 12 couples wed according 
to Jewish tradition.

Netsarh, like most Malagasy Jews, arrived at Judaism 
through Christianity. Although she was raised Catholic, she 
found herself unsatisfied with her faith and tried exploring 
other Christian denominations. None of them clicked. “I had 
this deep thirst inside of me, it was a feeling of something 
lacking,” she told JTA in October at the Upper West Side 
apartment of Kulanu’s president, Harriet Bograd, which 
also doubles as the organization’s office.

Judaism had always lingered in the background for 
Netsarh. Her grandfather had told her as a young girl that 
he had Jewish ancestry. Though it wasn’t until years later 
See “Madagascar” on page 9
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Chris has also observed a change in his mission as a 
Baptist pastor. “I’m an ambassador of the Christian faith 
to the Jewish world and I’m also an ambassador from the 
Jewish world to the Christian world,” he said, reflecting 
on the close relationships he has forged with the three 
90-year-old Jewish veterans who helped him piece together 
Roddie’s story. 

While Chris regrets that his father never told him about 
his heroic deeds and couldn’t be honored during his life-
time, he knows that a powerful set of morals resonate in 
the diaries Roddie left behind. “My father’s story teaches 
that life is about all of us, not one of us,” Chris said. “We 
need to esteem others much more than ourselves.”

Heroism Continued from page 6

But the fledgling lifter quickly showed that she possessed 
otherworldly strength. Naomi began training with serious 
intentions and quickly broke the world female record for 
the squat in her weight class. She has since broken the 
mark three more times (in 2012 and 2013) and holds seven 
other national records. She was dubbed the “strongest girl 
in the world” and her feats spread across the web in 2012.

Auritt, who defines herself as culturally Jewish, came 
across Naomi Kutin’s story in 2013 when she was look-
ing for ideas for a feature film. “The initial draw to the 
story for me was the intersection of the sport that she was 
doing – which is very male dominated and testosterone 
driven – and then this religion, which has very traditional 
gender roles,” she said. “I was interested to see what that 
actually looked like beyond the headlines, how this young 
girl was living her life.”

“Supergirl” devotes nearly equal time to Naomi’s ev-
eryday life, such as her preparations for her bat mitzvah 
– from practicing her Torah portion to picking the perfect 
dress for her after-party. The result is a nuanced portrait of 
a deceptively typical teenager. While at school, around the 
house or with her autistic brother, Naomi is essentially a 
normal young Orthodox girl – albeit one who is practiced 
at acting affable on camera, as Auritt points out. While 
lifting, however, Naomi has been called determined, rabid, 
almost ominously fierce.

Through it all, her dedication to powerlifting never 
seems to clash with her religious identity at home or school 
(she attends the Maayanot Yeshiva High School for Girls 
in Teaneck). Shabbat and other holidays do not impede 
Naomi’s training, and her family has no qualms with her 
participation in the sport.

While the film doesn’t show us what their fellow syna-
gogue-goers think of the Kutins’ hobby, the scenes showing 
Naomi’s bat mitzvah convey that they are fairly beloved 
members of their congregation.

Asked if her athletic training has ever been motivated by 
or linked to her religious prayer, Naomi sounds surprised. 
“I’m not sure I’ve ever thought about it like that,” she said. 
“I think they’re definitely two separate parts of my life.”

Star Continued from page 7

that she explored Judaism, when she did, it felt right. “I 
wanted to seek for something to fulfill me, and I didn’t get 
it until I had Jewish life,” she said.

Netsarh, 40, isn’t alone in believing she has Jewish 
roots – a vast majority of Malagasies believe they are de-
scended from Jews, and some community members were 
hesitant to convert in May because they believed they 
were already Jewish. Genetic research hasn’t been able 
to corroborate their stories, instead showing that the first 
people to settle on the island were of Malayo-Indonesian 
origin, explained Nathan Devir, an associate professor of 
Jewish studies at the University of Utah, who has studied 
the group since 2012. Later, African Bantu migrants also 
settled on the island.

But Devir doesn’t completely dismiss the possibility of 
Jewish heritage. “I don’t really have a definitive opinion 
on whether or not they are actually racially descended 
from people that belonged to one of the 10 lost tribes... 
Given the genetic research that’s been done, it’s unlikely 
but possible,” he said.

Bograd considers the authenticity of the “Malagasy 
secret” – as the belief in Jewish heritage is referred to – 
irrelevant to her work with the group. “Kulanu’s position, 
and my position as president, is that when people want to 
practice Judaism, we welcome them, and if they have sacred 
stories, we honor those... but it is not our job to prove or 
disprove what actually happened,” she said.

Through December, Netsarh will be speaking at 
synagogues and Jewish organizations around the United 
States in order to raise money for Kulanu’s efforts in 
her community and around the world. Kulanu is in 
touch with two potential donors to build a synagogue 
and mikvah in Madagascar – but plans have yet to 
be finalized, said the group’s vice president, Bonita 
Nathan Sussman.

Kulanu leaders are hoping Netsarh can shed light on 
the organization’s work in Madagascar and around the 
world. In the last five years, the organization has seen 
an increase in groups reaching out to them to learn more 
about Judaism, Sussman said. “We’re getting e-mails 

Madagascar Continued from page 8

every week from individuals and new communities... 
People [are] clamoring at the door for Jewish attention,” 
Sussman said, citing contact with interested individuals 
and communities in Rwanda, Malaysia, Afghanistan, 
India and Cote d’Ivoire. Sussman’s motivation stems 
from Jewish history – she sees her work as a way to 
“rebuild the Jewish people” following the Holocaust and 
the persecution of Jews in Arab countries.

Meanwhile, the newly “rebuilt” community in 
Madagascar continues to balance daily struggles and 
responsibilities with a serious commitment to learning 
more about their new religion. In Netsarh’s case, that 
means finding time to study Torah in between two jobs 
and family duties – she works both as a lecturer at the 
University of Antananarivo and as a consultant for a 
homeopathic medical company, and helps to take care of 
her sister’s children, waking up around 4:30 am to do so. 
“Each morning when I have my Torah reading it’s like I 
am drinking energy,” she said.

Most of Madagascar’s Jews cannot study Jewish texts 
with such ease. Only one other person in the community 
speaks English and, while most people understand some 
French, reading complex texts in the language is a struggle. 
To that end, Netsarh is working on producing the first-ever 
Malagasy translation of the Five Books of Moses and the 
Jewish prayer book. So far, she has completed the book of 

Genesis, but she says her work schedule keeps her from 
progressing as quickly as she would like.

Despite her responsibilities, she hesitates to call herself 
a leader, saying that in her Orthodox community, even 
though men and women are considered equal, “men 
should lead.”

Netsarh cites tzniut, the Hebrew term for modesty, 
in explaining her ensemble, a brown coat that covers 
most of her body and a head covering that she custom 
ordered from a tailor. She isn’t the only community 
member who follows a strict interpretation of Jewish 
law, or halachah.

The community, which has three spiritual leaders, but 
no rabbi, errs on the side of caution, rather than potentially 
transgress Jewish law. For years, when there was no access 
to kosher meat, members ate a strictly pescatarian diet. 
“All the people in the community want to progress in a 
spiritual level so getting a higher spiritual level is much 
more important [than eating meat],” she said.

While on tour in the U.S., in addition to raising 
funds for her community, Netsarh hopes that the unique 
Malagasy Jewish experience can inspire American 
Jews. She has heard that “religion sometimes here is 
superficial because of the social environment.” Jews 
here can “learn from our life and mainly from our way 
to be Jewish,” she said.
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Congregational Notes

RABBI BARUCH BINYAMIN HAKOHEN MELMAN, TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS,
STROUDSBURG, PA

Weekly Parasha
Toldot, Genesis 25:19-28:9

Friday, December 2, light candles ...................... 4:14 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 3 .................. 5:14 pm
Friday, December 9, light candles ...................... 4:13 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 10 ................ 5:14 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour after 
candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 5-14, 
who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, with student 
volunteers who will visit participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates 
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi 
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture 
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part 
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a 
national association with over 30 member communities and 
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of 
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for 
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those from 
mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen the Jewish 
experience in their lives and provide their children with a Jewish 
identity and experience.

On Sunday, December 11, at 10 am, a Chanukah cele-
bration will be held at the Just Be Cause Center.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, December 2, services will be held at 8 pm.
On Saturday, December 3, services will be held at 10 

am, Tot Shabbat at 11:15 am and Tea ‘n Talmud at 4:30 pm. 
At 5:30 pm, a Havdalah Gathering and Game Night will be 
held; dinner will cost $5 per person or $10 per family, and 
RSVPs are requested online at tbeithaca.org/purchase-event.

On Sunday, December 4, religious school and minyan 
will be held at 9 am; adult ed. at 10 am and 11 am; and 
a USY and Kadima laser tag event will be held from 
12:30-2:30 pm.

On Monday, December 5, Sisterhood wil meet at 104 
West! for challah braiding.

On Tuesday, December 6, the temple board will meet 
at 5:30 pm.

On Wednesday, December 7, religious school will 
meet at 3:45 pm.

On Thursday, December 8, Lunch ‘n Learn will be 
held at noon; at 6 pm, Rabbi Suzanne Brody will discuss 
“What Does It Mean to Be Human.”

On Friday, December 9, a Nitzanim Shabbat dinner 
will be held at 5 pm, followed by services at 8 pm.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, December 2 ..............................................4:14 pm
Shabbat, December 3................................................9 am
 .................................................... Mincha/Maariv 5:35 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., December 4 ................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., December 5-9 ...........................................7 am
Evenings:
Sun., December 4 ................................................4:15 pm
Mon.-Thurs., December 5-8 ......................................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, December 10, Craig Goldman will be the 
featured speaker at the next Beth David Shabbat luncheon. 
His talk will address the importance of play in people’s 
daily lives. The talk will follow the free luncheon after 
services. (See article on page 1.)

On Wednesday, December 14, at 7:30 pm, there will 
be a Beth David Sisterhood meeting. Claire Ladenheim 
will speak on “The Jews of Harlem.” Her talk will fol-
low a short business meeting, which will be held. All 
women in the community have been invited to attend. 
(See article on page 3.)

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, December 2, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Saturday, December 3, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, Torah study will be held. At 10:35 am, 
there will be a hey class service with Rabbi Barbara Goldman 
Wartell and Jeff Strosberg. At 11:30 am, a congregational 
potluck lunch will be held. From noon-4 pm, Hanukkah 
House Museum will be open.

On Sunday, December 4, from 10 am-2 pm, there will be 
the Temple Concord Sisterhood rummage sale. From noon-4 
pm, Hanukkah House Museum will be open.

On Tuesday, December 6, at 10:30 am, the Tuesday 
Morning Book Club will meet. From noon-4 pm, Hanukkah 
House Museum will be open.

On Wednesday, December 7, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Temple Concord Sisterhood board meeting.

On Thursday, December 8, from 4-8 pm, Hanukkah 
House Museum will be open. At 7 pm, there will be an adult 
b’nai mitzvah class.

On Friday, December 9, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services.

On Saturday, December 10, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 10:35 am, 
there will be Shabbat family services. From noon-4 pm, 
Hanukkah House Museum will be open.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, December 3, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. 
The Torah portion will be Genesis 25:19-28:9. The haftarah 
will be Malachi 1:1-2:7. Bima guest will be Phyllis Heller.

On Friday, December 9, at 5:30 pm, there will be 
Shabbat on the Road at Riverside Towers, 5 Riverside 
Dr., Binghamton.

On Saturday, December 10, there will be family pro-
gramming. Games and Pillow Polo will be held at 4:15 
pm, followed by Havdalah at 5:30 pm.

Toldot: holy names/holy laughter

Our name is our essence, the keenest description of our 
most innate beingness. In parashat Toldot, we experience 
the birth and the naming of Ya’akov and Esav, the disparate 
twins of Yitzhak and Rivka. Ya’akov means “supplanter,” 
or “heel,” the ergonomically accessible point by which to 
pull another back and pass him by in the process, in the 
very same instant.

The blessings which accrue to Ya’akov give the Divine 

imprimatur to the biblical idea of merit over birth order, of 
moral primacy over primogeniture. Yitzhak’s rising over 
Ishmael was arguably won by dint of the power struggles 
between Sarah (wife) and Hagar (handmaid-concubine), 
beyond solely the purity of the merit of the children.

But with the ascendancy of the younger Ya’akov over 
the older Esav, there is no question that they shared the 
same set of parents, all control factors accounted for and 

everything else being equal. The name Ya’akov in its deepest 
essence alludes to the ikvei mashiach, the footsteps of the 
annointed one, the future redeemer.

The age of redemption will be characterized by the 
vanquishing of the stronger by the weaker, of the still small 
voice of quiet prayer over the gluttonous, raucous, brutish 
impetuosity of strength and power and might. Hakol kol 
See “Holy” on page 11
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Ya’akov (“the voice is the voice of Jacob”) 
will win in the end over hayadayim y’dei 
Esav (“but the hands are the hands of Esau”).

“Esav” means “done,” already made, his 
spiritual growth already completed by the 
time he left the womb. The name Esav has 
the rank odor of fermentation on the brink 
of spoilage, of the psychological security 
of amassed comforting false remembranc-
es of the glory of things past asserting 
domination over the hope, aspirations and 
promise of the emerging moment of a new 
day that is dawning.

Yitzhak himself achieves fulfillment, by 
earning in the end his own name. Avimelech 
is gazing out his window (Genesis 26:8) 
and saw, and lo and behold, Yitzhak was 
“enjoying himself” with his wife Rivka: 
“...vayar vehiney Yitzhak mitzachek eyt 
Rivka ishto.”

Well, finally Yitzhak himself is living 
his name, whatever it may mean. Does 
anyone remember “laughter” in the Torah? 
In Lech Lecha (Genesis 17:17), Avraham 
laughs when God tells him that he and the 
newly named Sarah will have a son in their 
old age. Further on, in Vayera, Sarah now 
laughs (Genesis 18:12) when she overhears 
the angel/man saying, “Your wife Sarah 
will have a son.” Later, however, in the 
same parasha, Sarah sees the son of Hagar 
“mitzachek-ing” with Yitzhak, which our 
holy commentaries say possibly allude to 
sex-play or scornful mockery.

Why was Ishmael’s behavior seen as 
unworthy by the text in light of Sarah’s 
insistence that Hagar and son be expelled on 
account of it, whereas it is seen as valorized 
and worthy when performed by Avraham, 
Sarah and, now, by Yitzhak himself? That 
is because, like the gift of speech, laughter 
itself is holy and must never be misused.

In all three of the latter cases, the laughter 
occurred in the presence of the holy. Avra-
ham’s laughter was in the presence of God, 
Sarah’s likewise was in the presence of the 
angels, emissaries of the Divine. Finally, 

Yitzhak’s holy laughter happened in the pres-
ence of Avimelech’s glimpse into a Divinely 
granted vision of the future. How’s that?

It says (Genesis 26:8), “vayehi ki archu 
lo sham hayamim...” customarily translated 
as “when he had been there a long time.” It 
could also be read deeply and metaphori-
cally as “when they made his days long,” 
alluding to a Divinely granted vision of the 
eschaton, the end of history, a long day, when 
all will be in a constant state of Shabbat, 
a yom shekulo Shabbat, a “day” which is 
entirely like Shabbat.

At the end of time, Yitzhak will be 
mitzachek – i.e., we, his descendants, will 
be in a state of holy bliss brought about by 
the awareness of being in the presence of 
the Divine. On Shabbat, we experience a 
temporary vision of the yom shekulo Shab-
bat, of the bliss that awaits the righteous at 
the end of days.

And “archu” is prefigurative of the 
psalmist’s “orech yamim asbiayhu va’aray-
hu beyeshuati... (Tehillim 91), “With long 
life I will satisfy him, and I will show him 
my salvation.” I.e., “He will witness the 
salvation I will bring about at the advent 
of the Messianic age.” This, on the deepest 
level, is the meaning of Avimelech’s gaze, 
connecting Yitzchak to the Divine laughter 
awaiting each of us in the end of days. Here 
(Genesis 26:8), the “hashkafa” (gazing) of 
Avimelekh precedes the ultimate revelation 
of the end of days.

Divine laughter, holy laughter, is the cel-
ebration of all life on earth, that everything 
occurs according to God’s plan, following 
the teleological timeline to cosmogonic 
bliss. But Hagar’s son’s laughter was a 
mocking laughter, not the laughter of the 
Divine presence. He had crossed that fine 
line and Sarah’s holy intuition perceived 
it. He is called in the text “ben-Hagar” 
purposely on account that he had learned 
the art of mockery from his own mother, 
who had herself scorned and mocked Sarai 
when she had conceived while Sarai had not.

Holy Continued from page 10

Art classes and more for ECC and KC kids

L-r: Julian Gottl ieb and Sriram 
Chakravadhanula played a game during 
Kids Connection.

At right, clockwise from 
bottom left: Annabella 
Cintron, Abby Pietras, 
Adriana Wenban, 
Emaleigh Campbell 
a n d  M e e n a k s h i 
Chakravadhanu la 
participated in the 
j e w e l r y  m a k i n g 
class offered during 
af ter-school  Kids 
Connection.

Thomas Gregor participated in the 
gymnastics and tumbling class.

At left: Catherine Robinson painted 
a picture frame in the “Tiny Artists” 
class.

At left: Thomas Fisher worked on a painting 
in the “Tiny Artists” class.

Above: Audriann Glazer finger-
painted a tree in the “Tiny Artists” 
class.

The three angels gazed (vayishkefu) at 
Sodom (Genesis 18:16), immediately prior 
to God’s revelation of His plans for the city 
to Avraham. There, “hashkafa” (gazing) 
immediately precedes revelation. Likewise, 
Avimelekh’s gaze prefigures awareness of 
the ultimate redemption.

May we all, like Yitzchak, live our true 
essence, becoming the persons we were 
destined to be, and in our own worthy way, 
help bring about the vision of Avimelech and 
taste the salvation of that long day, when 
the Great Light shall shine forth from Zion, 
and when all darkness shall be banished.
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After the Hamas terror group’s rockets rained down on Tel 
Aviv during the Gaza conflicts of 2012 and 2014, forcing the 
current central blood bank to operate from what it described 
as the woefully insufficient workspace of a bomb shelter, the 
need to secure the country’s blood supply became clearer 
than ever. Israel has responded by starting the construction 
of the forthcoming underground blood services center in 
Ramla. But security is just the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to the carefully considered elements of the center.

While Ramla is not one of Israel’s largest cities, it is one 
of the country’s most centrally located municipalities and 
is about 11 miles from Ben Gurion International Airport. 
Even though Israel is a small country, the new building’s 
easy access to major highways is considered crucial for 
the quick delivery of blood to hospitals.

The dangers that Israel faces, meanwhile, are not always 
related to war and terrorism. Israel lies on two geologi-
cal fault lines and is subject to small-scale earthquakes 
somewhat regularly. Although there hasn’t been a major 
earthquake in the country in 100 years, earthquakes are a 
real concern in the Israeli construction industry, and the 
new center will meet the highest level of safety standards. 

When Israel’s current national blood center was built in 
1987, the country’s population was just 4.4 million. Today, 
it is more than eight million. With MDA supplying blood for 
both civilians and members of the military in need, capacity 
is as much a concern as security, said MDA Director General 
Eli Bin, who told JNS.org that “due to the challenges faced 
by our country both in terms of security and possible natural 
disasters, MDA must maintain its high standard and build a 
blood services center that’s compatible with Israel’s popula-
tion growth rate as well as the aforementioned challenges.”

A sketch of Israel’s new Marcus National Blood Services 
Center. (Photo courtesy of Magen David Adom)

The facility will be named the Marcus National Blood 
Services Center following the Marcus Foundation’s recent 
$25 million donation toward the cost of the $110 million 
project. A total of about $74 million has been raised for the 
project so far, largely as a result of the efforts of American 
Friends of Magen David Adom, the Israeli organization’s 
U.S.-based fund-raising arm. Once the center is built, Israel’s 
current National Blood Services Center will be used as an 
annex, allowing MDA to expand its services even further.

While the rocket attacks from Hamas-ruled Gaza may 
have been a catalyst for the project, Professor Eilat Shinar, 
MDA’s chief blood services officer, said the rockets only 
confirmed what the organization already knew. “After 
the Second Lebanon War in 2006, Operation Cast Lead 
in 2008, and the other conflicts with Gaza in 2012 and 
2014, it became very clear to us at MDA that the current 
National Blood Services Center simply doesn’t cut it,” 
Shinar told JNS.org. “We realized that if we wanted to 
prevent a major health crisis in Israel, we must build an 
improved and highly secured blood bank.”

Blood Continued from page 2

From JNS.org
Israeli Air Force launches two strikes 
against Islamic State in Syria

The Israeli Air Force struck Islamic State forces on Nov. 
28 in Syria, Israel’s second strike against the jihadist terror 
group in just more than a day. The IAF had killed four 
Islamic State terrorists on Nov. 27 in Syria in response to 
mortar and artillery fire on Israeli troops patrolling along 
the Israel-Syria border. According to the Israel Defense 
Forces, the Nov. 28 strike targeted an Islamic State post in 
the southern Syrian Golan Heights. The post is believed to 

be an abandoned United Nations military installation that 
had been used by the terror group to gain a foothold near the 
Israeli border. The IAF dropped 10 one-ton bombs on the 
site, completely leveling the facility and destroying weapons 
stored there. “There have been several attempts to attack 
Israel’s forces along the border,” Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said. “We will not allow any drizzle 
[of assaults], and if necessary, we will attack the enemy.”
Israel approves acquisition of 17 
additional F-35 fighter jets

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israeli Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu announced on Nov. 27 that Israel 
will purchase 17 additional F-35 fighter jets from the U.S. 
Israel’s diplomatic-security cabinet unanimously approved 
the acquisition, saying American defense aid funds would be 
used to finance the deal. Once the deal is completed, Israel’s 
F-35 squadron will include 50 stealth jets. The Israeli Cabinet 
also decided on Nov. 27 that one of the jets acquired as part 
of the latest deal will be used as a test aircraft, on which 
the Israeli Air Force can install and test new operating and 
weapon systems. Israeli ministers are believed to already be 
considering a third purchase, this time for 25 F-35 jets. This 
acquisition may also include the F-35B STOVL, an advanced 
stealth takeoff and vertical landing variant aircraft.
Reform shul in Israel vandalized with 
threats to Jewish leaders

The Kehilat Raanan Reform synagogue in the central 
Israeli city of Ra’anana was found vandalized Thursday with 
threatening messages to Jewish leaders. Alongside graffiti 
referencing biblical verses saying that evil people have 
no place in the world to come, there were three envelopes 
bearing the words “Maimonides, the Laws of Murder.” Also 
discovered at the scene were a knife and the names of three 
Reform leaders: Anat Hoffman, leader of the Women of the 
Wall egalitarian prayer rights group and executive director 
of the Israel Religious Action Center; Gilad Kariv, executive 
director of the Israel Movement for Reform and Progressive 
Judaism; and Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism. “It’s hard to grasp how shocking the sight 
of the graffiti that has marred the building’s facade is. The 
shock is even worse when you read the quotes on the wall,” 
said Kariv, who added that the vandalism is not an isolated 
incident, but a “violent phenomenon that must be handled 
seriously and thoroughly.” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu condemned the vandalism, saying, “Such acts 
have no place in our free society.”
Iran using civilian airlines to arm 
Hezbollah, Israeli U.N. envoy says

Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon 
sent a letter to the U.N. Security Council revealing newly re-
leased intelligence indicating that Iran is using civilian flights 
to Lebanon to send arms and ammunition to Hezbollah. Danon 
said that the arms are either flown by “commercial flights to 
Beirut” or flown to Damascus “and transferred by land” to 
Hezbollah. The Israeli U.N. envoy stated that these actions 
blatantly violate “numerous Security Council resolutions.” 
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