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Spotlight

Happy Chanukah

Children in the Jewish Community Center’s Kids Connection after-school program 
were ready to celebrate Chanukah.

ars: The Emergence of Orthodox Girls’ 
Education in Interwar Poland,” will be a 
preview of her in-progress biography of 
Sarah Schenirer, the founder of the Bais 
Yaakov network of Orthodox Jewish girls’ 
school. The event will be co-sponsored with 
Feminist, Gender and Sexuality Studies.

Barbara Kirschenblatt-Gimblett, curator 
at POLIN Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews, will give a lecture on “Materializing 
History: Time and Telos at POLIN Museum 
of the History of Polish Jews” on Thursday, 
April 27, at 5:30 pm. Kirschenblatt-Gim-
blett’s appearance, made possible by the 
University Lecture series, will be held at a 
location to be determined later.

The final event of the year, to be held on 
Thursday, May 4, will be with Dorit Rabin-
yan, bestselling author of “Persian Brides” 
and “Strand of a Thousand Pearls.” She will 
speak about and read excerpts from her new 
novel, “All the Rivers” (also known as “Bor-
derlife”). The book tells a story “crisscrossed 
by physical and emotional borderlines” and 

Local Jewish war veteran 
participates in Honor Flight

By Michael Nassberg
Marvin Kaplan, a veteran of the Korean 

War, was one of several participants in the 
Twin Tiers Honor Flight trip to Washington, 
DC, on November 12. Along with more than 
50 other veterans of Korea, World War II 
and Vietnam, Kaplan toured the various war 
monuments throughout the day after being 
flown in from Binghamton.

Serving in the Army at the age of 24, 
Kaplan was stationed for more than a year, 
from 1952-53, in a part of South Korea 
known as the Punchbowl. Located near the 
38th Parallel and the enemy’s position, the 
region was nicknamed for its distinctive 
round valley. “I was 1,000 yards from the 
main line of resistance so you heard machine 
guns and the big guns. It would light the 
sky up for a couple of seconds,” he recalled 
in a telephone interview. Kaplan noted that 
fighting in the area was near constant, with 
gunfire audible as much as 20 hours a day.

Though Kaplan did not see direct com-
bat, his time in the war featured a variety 
of dangerous situations and conditions. 
His service began with a treacherous 
trek to his base, which required traveling 
for hours by jeep on steep, poorly made 
roads; with no railings for protection, a 
slip of a tire at the wrong time could send 
a two-ton vehicle plummeting down a 
mountain. At times, Kaplan was tasked 
with bringing directions to heavy gun 
batteries – indicating where they should 
fire. “On the way back, they would fire 
shots, trying to hit me in my jeep, so 
I had to zigzag my way down the hill 
to get back,” he noted. One potentially 
life-threatening situation did not even 
come from an enemy fighter: as a fresh 

arrival, one night he was out and spotted a 
pair of eyes looking at him. Recognizing 
that it could have belonged to a tiger, he 
prepared his rifle and bayonet, but, after 
a tense moment, the animal fled from 
the compound. Kaplan mentioned going 
back later and finding its tracks, which 
indicated that it leapt over a barbed wire 
fence to escape up the side of the mountain.

“We were never overrun, thankfully, like 
some other gun batteries were; it remained 
that way until the end of the fighting,” said 
Kaplan, who witnessed many casualties 
during his 14-15 months in Korea. “I have 

Marvin Kaplan stood in front of medals he 
received while a soldier in the Army during 
the Korean War.

See “Honor” on page 5

BU Judaic studies spring semester courses announced
By Reporter staff

The Judaic Studies Department, the 
Center for Israel Studies and the Religious 
Studies Department at Binghamton Univer-
sity will offer a variety of courses during 
the spring 2017 semester. Classes will begin 
on Tuesday, January 17. Senior citizens 
can register through the university’s Older 
Adult Auditor Program. Those interested 
should contact Lynn Datto at 777-6305, 
and additional information can be found 
at www.binghamton.edu/harpur/advising/
non-degree/older-adult.htm. Non-senior 
community members can audit courses as 
non-matriculated students and should visit 
www.binghamton.edu/harpur/advising/
index.html for more information.

“The Judaic Studies Department loves 
when members of the community take our 
courses,” said Professor Randy Fried-
man, chairman of the department. “It’s 
a great way for community members and 
students to share knowledge and get to 
know each other better. Close ties make 
for a better community.”

The courses being offered this spring 
include:

 � Through the Golden Door: Survey of 
American Jewish Literature – The course, 
taught by Connie Beth Burch, will trace 
through literature the realities and challeng-
es of being Jewish in America from after 
the Civil War to the present. Students will 
read in all genres, exploring topics such as 

the immigrant experience, acculturation 
and assimilation, antisemitism, genera-
tional conflicts and differences, gender 
issues and continuing themes in the body 
of work. Classwork will include quizzes, 
short pieces of writing, and mid-term and 
final examinations.

 � Yiddish II – The class, taught by Gina 
Glasman, will continue on from Yiddish 
101. Students will be able to sharpen 
their linguistic skills with more complex 
sentence structure, a deeper knowledge of 
tenses and cases, and a broader vocabulary. 
In addition, students will explore Yiddish 
culture through film, stories, folk sayings 
and the occasional joke. Lyrics from Yid-
dish songs will provide the backbone of 

the class. Note: Interested students can join 
102 directly without having taken 101 with 
instructor permission.

 � Jewish History 1500 to Modern – Jona-
than Karp will teach the second half of the 
survey course on Jewish history, which can 
be taken independently and requires no pre-
vious background. It will cover the period 
from the 1492 expulsion of the Jews from 
Spain to the creation of the modern state of 
Israel. Topics covered will include Jewish 
messianic movements, emancipation, the 
rise of American Jewry and the Holocaust.

 � Early Zionist Thought – The course will 
explore early Zionist thought in its histori-
cal contexts, focusing on debates between 

Cornell Jewish Studies Program announces spring events
The Cornell Jewish Studies Program 

has announced its spring 2017 line-up of 
events. As always, admission for all of 
these events will be free, and faculty, stu-
dents and community members have been 
invited to attend.

Film director Michael Levine, along with 
Elissa Sampson, Cornell’s resident expert 
on New york City’s Lower East Side, will 
be present for a viewing and discussion of 
his film “Streit’s: Matzo and the American 
Dream” on Monday, February 13, at 7:15 

pm, at Willard Straight Theater. A film 
about the last matzah bakery on the Lower 
East Side, it has been called “a story of 
tradition, of resistance and resilience, and a 
celebration of a family whose commitment 
to their heritage and to their employees is 
inspiring proof that the family that bakes 
together, stays together.” The event will be 
co-sponsored with Cornell Cinema.

Author Shulem Deen will discuss his 
National Jewish Book Award-winning book 
“All Who Go Do Not Return” on Tuesday, 
March 14, at 5:30 pm, in 165 McGraw Hall. 
The book is a memoir about growing up in 
and then leaving the community of Skver 
Chasidim in Rockland County’s New Square, 
considered one of the most insular Chasidic 
groups in the United States. The event will 
be co-sponsored with Cornell Hillel.

Naomi Seidman, Koret Professor of 
Jewish Culture at the Graduate Theological 
Union, will give the Benjamin and Rachel 
Siegel Lecture in Jewish Women’s Studies 
on Monday, March 27, at 5:30 pm, in 165 
McGraw Hall. Her talk, “Sister Schol- See “Cornell” on page 3

See “BU” on page 3
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In My Own Words

Each year the Federation engages in what we call 
an allocation process. The Jewish organizations of the 
community fill out a question sheet, submit a multi-year 
budget, come to the allocation meeting (which is open 
to the public and announced in The Reporter), make a 
presentation and answer all posed questions. A week 
later, the board meets and, after much careful thought and 
deliberation, decisions are made. This is a very important 
and critical function of the board. The amount allocated 
is not just based on need, but also on the availability of 
funds, which is based on the annual Campaign. As pres-
ident, I thank the board for its thoughtful and difficult 
work in this regard. 

The Federation was created some 75 years ago with the 
purpose of fund-raising and helping sustain the vital ser-
vices for our Jewish community through one central body. 
Over the years, these services and agency financial needs 
have grown, but, in the last decade, the fund-raising has 
held steady. We have a very dedicated community whose 
generosity has continued despite declining demographics 
and finances. To all contributors and volunteers, I extend 
my heartfelt thanks.

The Federation altered the sequence of allocation 
and fund-raising last year with the purpose of allowing 

but it’s so hard to actually say that our political leaders 
believe it’s OK to lie if the lies are what their audience 
wants to hear.

This is particularly distressing when the person is the 
president-elect of the United States. Donald Trump calls 
his promises “euphemisms,” although no definition I’ve 
seen fits what he really means by that word. He and his 
staff have expressed surprise that people expected him 
to follow through on what he said. In simple terms, he 
never meant for his promises to be taken seriously and 
his condemnations were to be treated the same. In Horton 
terms, he didn’t mean what he said and he didn’t say what 
he meant. If his words made people cheer for him, then 
that was OK, even if that’s not what he really planned to 
do. Trump also admits to making up facts when he didn’t 
have data to support his assertions, rather than admitting 
he needed more information. And who does he blame for 
the problem? The media and the American citizens who 
voted for him because they should have known better than 
to take his words literally.

Trump seems stunned that the alt-right is upset that 
he won’t be putting Hillary Clinton in jail (as if he ever 
could have). He’s said he didn’t really mean to make 

The 2017 allocation process
better planning in distributing funds. Through the hard 
work of former President Arieh Ullman, Executive 
Director Sima Auerbach and other board members, this 
change has helped in understanding funds available for 
allocation. This information was used in the allocation 
process for 2017.

For the year ending December 2016, we expect a deficit 
of about $14,000 between fund-raising and committed 
allocations to the various agencies. We will use the income 
generated from our endowment to cover the shortfall. For 
2017, we expect a similar deficit and will again use income 
from the endowment to cover the shortfall. However, this 
depends upon adequate growth in our endowment funds, 
which cannot be assured for the long term. 

In recent years, we have been fortunate to aid our 
agencies with funds for capital improvements as well. 
These projects have included funds for projects at the 
Jewish Community Center, including a new playground, 
renovations of the building to meet fire codes and the like, 
and a repaired parking lot. During the rebuilding of Temple 
Israel, funds were given to Hillel Academy to help with 
the cost of the school wing, which is their space. Clearly, 
the ability to do such help in the future is limited as the 
Endowment Funds are somewhat restricted, which is why 

a Reserve Fund was also formed, which is unrestricted. 
Fortunately, many individuals left money in their wills 
or made donations to the Endowment or Reserve Funds, 
making the capital improvements possible. We will shortly 
be embarking on a very necessary and important legacy 
campaign – asking you to help us prepare for the future. 
If you are interested in contributing to our Endowment or 
Reserve Funds through a direct contribution, or through 
a donation in your will, please contact Sima Auerbach at 
the office at 724-2332. 

We have already begun the fund-raising for the year 
2017. I am happy to report that so far 320 people have 
committed to our Campaign; that number is 84 persons 
less than the numbers of donors to the 2016 Campaign. 
We hope to reach those people to ensure adequate funds 
for the coming year. I ask all those that have the means to 
contribute any amount (none is too small) to the Campaign 
for 2017 to call our office at 724-2332. If you have the 
financial means to make additional contributions, please 
do so to JFBC or any of the member agencies if you so 
desire. We are one community working together to keep 
each entity vital. With your help and support we can fulfill 
our commitments and perhaps even help more during the 
coming years.

“I meant what I said...”
“I meant what I said and I said what I meant and an 

elephant’s faithful 100 percent.” Those words are from my 
favorite childhood book, “Horton Hatches an Egg” by Dr. 
Seuss. Since I can’t quote from books I read last week, 
the fact that I can still recite this sentence by heart shows 
the effect those words had on my psyche. While I’m far 
from perfect, I do try to keep my word, something I later 
learned is very important in Judaism. The ancient rabbis 
disliked oaths because you were swearing by God’s name 
and that was serious. If you failed to keep your promise 
(to do or not do something), the punishment was severe. 
They also felt that oaths once made should be kept, which 
explains why rabbis throughout the centuries have disliked 
the Kol Nidre prayer that releases people from their oaths. 
Our word is supposed to be our bond, and the words we 
speak should not be taken lightly.

After reading this, you can imagine how disturbed I 
am by the new “post-truth” political era. Well, that’s an 
understatement. For those of you who are unfamiliar with 
this phrasing, the idea of “post-truth” means that not only 
do our politicians feel they don’t have to follow through on 
their promises, but that they shouldn’t be condemned for 
speaking “unfactually.” Yes, I know that’s not a real word, 

all Muslims register with the federal government. I’m 
guessing he figured that the statements would get him 
cheers and votes, and it worked. He said what people 
wanted to hear – and shame on them, and us, for taking 
it seriously.

But our words are serious. They do matter, as has 
been seen by the increase in antisemitic, anti-Muslim 
and anti-LBGTQ attacks that have occurred across 
the country. Trump didn’t expect people to act on his 
words, but he should have. The man was running for 
president: that’s about as serious as it gets. This was 
not a game show or a reality show. Millions of lives 
are at stake, not only in our country, but across the 
world. Other nations pay close attention to what the 
president of the United States says and Trump may 
someday wish he could take his words back. But by 
then, it may be too late.

Our words are our bond. Our words matter. And our 
leaders are supposed set an example. There is no such 
thing as a “post-truth.” There is no such thing as saying 
people shouldn’t take me at my word. A true leader is 
someone whose words you trust and who thinks carefully 
before he speaks.

Raising $300K … again
By Arieh Ullmann

I would like to bring your attention to pieces of informa-
tion included in the Federation’s annual report which was 
published in the September 23-29 issue of The Reporter. 

First, the Campaign has been holding steady at around 
$275,000 for the past three years despite the loss of donors 
due to resettlement and health issues. Second, the average 
contribution has been increasing from an average of $603 
three years ago to $669. Taken together, we can be proud 
of the result given the fact that the demographics and the 
economy in our region are serious obstacles. We obviously 
don’t give up. We increase our efforts!

In 2003, the annual Campaign netted $372,000. Wouldn’t 
it be great if we could reach this goal again? Imagine how 
much good we could do for our community with an extra 

$100,000! Of course, you will tell me that our community 
then was bigger and younger. True. But this doesn’t absolve 
us from trying. After all, our collective efforts that have 
resulted in a growing overall average shows that we are 
committed to keeping our community vital.

Maybe increasing the Campaign by $100,000 from one 
year to the next is overly ambitious. How about a more 
realistic target like I suggested in my headline – $300,000, 
which equals a $25,000 increase? Of course, some of 
you will say that they cannot increase their pledge by 10 
percent. Many live on a fixed income and it is likewise 
understandable that family needs come before charitable 
donations. But could we possibly increase the number of 
donors and increase the pool? 

Realistically, we should aim at doing both – growing our 

individual gift and finding new donors. In fact, preliminary 
results after the first week of solicitations show that many 
have increased their gift. Fantastic and a huge shanem 
dankh from the board and all the recipient agencies. 

My first appeal is to those who we haven’t reached yet. 
I’m asking you: Can you increase your 2016 pledge by 20 
percent, chai (18) percent? Or 10 percent? And those who 
have made their 2017 pledge already, I’m asking you the 
same question: Would an increase of say 10 percent paid 
over eight months change the way you live? Look at all the 
things our community has accomplished in the past year: A 
brand new parking lot for the Jewish Community Center, 
a new home for Temple Israel and for Hillel Academy, 
Temple Beth El windows in new homes or on their way. 
See “Raising” on page 4
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Community 
Calendar

The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.”

“Have you forgotten the date of your organization’s 
event? Can’t remember when the CJS lecture is? Do you 
want to hear what’s happening at the next Federation 
board meeting? Are you planning an event and want to 
make sure there are no conflicts? Then go to www.jfgb.
org and hit ‘calendar,’” said Sima Auerbach, executive 
director of the Federation.  “This is your Community 
Calendar! All the events this amazing community 
holds are listed – and if you do not see what you were 
looking for, call us at 724-2332. In a community of this 
size – where people belong to several organizations or 
synagogues – we want to make certain that people don’t 
miss an important event or meeting.”

Updates or additions of events for the calendar can be 
made by contacting the Federation through its website 
(click on “calendar” and then “click here to request a 
change to the calendar”) or by calling 724-2332.

is said to “mark the deceit in the separation between you’ and 
‘I,’ and between us’ and ‘them.’” There will be one event 
held in English and one in Hebrew.

For more information on the events, visit jewishstudies.
cornell.edu as the dates approach. To join the Cornell Jewish 
Studies mailing list and receive event announcements, vist 
https://goo.gl/forms/FcMp5arpuerJzkUG3.

political, cultural and religious Zionists. The course, taught 
by Randy L. Friedman, is intended to provide a grounding 
in the foundational 19th and early 20th century texts of Zi-
onism, and to understand the philosophical and religious 
background, ideas, consequences and debates between some 
of the various voices in early Zionist thought. Topics and 
themes will include emancipation, antisemitism, assimi-
lation, sources of authority, models and visions of nation 
and nationalism, religion and secularism, exile, Diaspora 
and relation to ancient history and tradition.

 � Radical Religious Movements – Religion and Popular 
Culture, 1400-1700 – The course, taught by Douglas 
Jones, will cover a variety of topics in the study of what 
historians have commonly termed “popular culture,” 
from late-medieval magic to ghost stories in early New 
England c. 1400-1700). Particular focus will be given to 
the relationship between popular or folk culture and the 
mainstream cultures of Judaism and Christianity in Europe. 
Other topics will include the circulation of cheap print, 
tales of the demonic and monstrous, wonder literature and 
popular utopias.

 � Modern Yiddish Culture – Gina Glasman will teach a 
course that explores Yiddish-speaking culture and society 
from the early 19th century up to World War II. Cinema 
and fiction, poetry and song, as well as historical literature, 
will provide a vehicle to examine East European Jewry in 
a time of “transformation and catastrophe.” All Yiddish 
material will be presented in English translation.

 � Mapping the Modern Middle East – Shay Rabineau will 
teach the course, which will look at the history of modern 
efforts to map the Middle East. The class will cover topics 
such as pre-modern maps created by the Ottomans and 
others; Napoleon’s mapping of Egypt and Palestine at the 
end of the 19th century; religious maps; surveys conduct-
ed by American and European Christians; maps created 
for commercial and colonial interests; conflicts between 
modern mapping/land ownership regimes and nomadic 
tribal boundaries; and contemporary/open-source maps. 
Although the focus will be on the geographic area of Israel/
Palestine/Holy Land, the course will also explore the wider 
Middle East and North Africa.

 � Sex and Sexuality in Judaism – Rabbi Akiva Weiss will 
teach a class exploring traditional, ancient and modern 
views of sex and sexuality in the Jewish religion and com-
munity, from the Book of Genesis to today. The class will 
utilize primary sources, as well as articles, current events 
and discussion, covering as many aspects of the topic as 
time allows, including religious views on sex and desire, 
procreation, marriage (and divorce), gender roles, modesty 
laws, homosexuality, auto-eroticism and sexual abuse, as 
viewed in traditional Jewish sources, texts, law, religion 
and current articles and events.

 � Hebrew and Death of Yiddish – Before World War II, 
in Europe, Yiddish was seen as a contender for the title 
of the national Jewish language. After the war, the Jewish 
state saw an influx of European, Yiddish-speaking refugees 
and a larger influx of Jews from Arabic speaking countries, 
yet neither Yiddish nor Arabic became the language of the 
new state – Hebrew did. Using fiction, film and political 
literature, instructor Gina Glasman will guide students in 
examining how language was used in Israel as a political 
tool and as a vehicle for nation building in the early years 
of statehood.

 � Religions of the World – The course, taught by Douglas 
Jones, is intended as introduction to the study of religion 
in the sense of what it means to approach various religions 
from an academic perspective. How do students, as out-
siders at a public university, discuss different traditions 
responsibly? The class will take a thematic approach to 
a number of traditions, including Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Themes will include 
the history of religious studies as a discipline, religion 

BU Continued from page 1
and popular culture, religion and violence, the history of 
utopian thought and the status of new and controversial 
movements across the globe.

 � Jewish Mysticism – The course, taught by Rabbi Aaron 
Slonim, will focus on the Jewish mystical response to 
existential questions about the origin and purpose of the 
universe, the relationship of man and God, the source and 
nature of man’s soul, and the cosmic effects of humankind’s 
actions and its interplay with other spheres of existence. 
Through a study of various literary forms – from the earliest 
biblical sources to 20th century texts – the course will seek to 
provide a survey of basic concepts in Kabbalah, the Jewish 
mystical tradition, such as “Ein Sof: The Dialectic of the 
Infinite;” “Tzimtzum: a Kabbalistic Theory of Creation”; 
“Sefirot: Foundations for a Ten Dimension Universe”; and 
“Olamot: The Worlds as described in Kabbalah”; among 
others. Books will include “The Anthology of Jewish Mys-
ticism” by Raphael Ben Zion, “The Kabbalistic Tradition” 
by Alan Unterman and “The Thirteen Petaled Rose” by 
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz.

 � The Jewish American Novel – In 1977, critic of Jewish 
culture Irving Howe lamented what he feared was the end 
of American Jewish literature: “What,” he worried, “is the 
likely future of American Jewish writing? Can we expect 
a new generation of writers to appear who will contribute 
to American literature a distinctive sensibility and style 
derived from the Jewish experience in this country?” 
Students in the class, taught by Connie Beth Burch, will 
address that question by reading Jewish American novels 
from early immigration through the golden era of Jewish 
American literature (1960-1970s) to the present day. The 
class will be reading- and writing-intensive, with 10 nov-
els, in-class close readings/writings and two short papers.

 � The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict – Israel-Palestine com-
prises the territory that lies between the Mediterranean Sea 
on the west, Lebanon in the north, the Gulf of Aqaba and 
the Sinai Peninsula on the south, and the Jordan River on 
the east. Although it covers a small geographic area and 
includes a relatively small population (compare present-day 
Israel’s eight million citizens with Egypt’s 90 million), the 
dispute between the two rival sets of nationalisms, which 
claim the sole right to control this territory, has remained 
at the forefront of international attention for more than 
half a century. The course, taught by Shay Rabineau, will 
examine the origins of the Arab-Israeli dispute from the 
mid-19th century through the founding of the state of Israel 
and expulsion/flight of three-quarters of a million Pales-
tinians from their homes until the present day. Among the 
topics to be examined are the social history of Palestine 
up to Zionist colonization, the origins of Zionism and 
Palestinian nationalism, varieties of Zionism, Zionism 
and colonialism, seminal events and their consequent 
symbolic connotations (the 1936 “Great Revolt,” the 1948 
“Nakba” [disaster]), the creation of the state of Israel, the 
construction of a national consensus in Israel, 1967 and 
its aftermath, the intifada, the redefinition of the conflict 
as a result of Oslo, the second intifada, the security fence, 
Hamas, Hezbollah and the Lebanon War.

 � Holocaust Fiction – Issues of memory, representation 
and voice are addressed in the reading of Holocaust fic-
tion. Students in the class, taught by Paul Burch, will read 
through the prism of the literature of witness novels and 
short stories, most by Holocaust survivors. Several short 
papers, and mid-term and final examinations are required. 
The class will be accompanied by a speaker/lecture series. 
The class is not appropriate for first-year students. Required 
texts may include Lawrence Langer’s “Art from the Ashes 
(Anthology),” “Blood from the Sky” by Piotr Rawicz, “The 
Painted Bird” by Jerzy Kosinski, “Gates of the Forest” by 
Elie Wiesel, “The Death of the Adversary” by Hans Keilson, 
“See Under: Love” by David Grossman and “The Last of 
the Just” by André Schwarz-Bart.

 � Post-Holocaust Literature – The course, taught by Paul 
Burch, will address primarily fiction and memoirs written 
after the Holocaust by second- and third-generation descen-
dants of survivors of the Holocaust. Central to students’ 
reading will be issues of representation, authenticity, the 
role of memory, the problems and limits of language, 
questions of trauma, the phenomenon of post-memory and 
the development of post-Holocaust Jewish identities. The 
class is not appropriate for first-year students.

 � Jews and Crime – Jonathan Karp will teach this course, 
which will examine both stereotypes of Jewish criminality, 
including medieval myths of murderous Jewish attacks on 
Christians, and specific cases of Jews’ actual involvement 
in criminal activity, from criminal gangs in 18th-century 
Germany, smuggling rings in 19th-century Eastern Europe 
and the rise of Jewish mobsters like Louis “Lepke” Buchalter 
and Meyer Lansky in 20th-century America.

For more information on specific courses, visit www.
binghamton.edu/judaic-studies/undergraduate/courses.
html or contact the university at 777-2000. For more infor-
mation on Judaic studies faculty, visit www.binghamton.
edu/judaic-studies.

Cornell Continued from page 1
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Let’s keep the momentum going! 
My second appeal goes to all of us: Do you know some-

one in our Jewish community who for whatever reason has 
abstained from giving to the Campaign? Is there a way that 
you or one of your friends could talk to them, tell them 
about the wonderful things we’ve accomplished and plan 
to accomplish in the future? Maybe they use the JCC or 
read The Reporter without realizing that the Federation 
provides an essential gift year after year? We could try 
talking to them to join in our project of maintaining a vibrant 
Jewish community! Think about it: Is it feasible that we, 
the 400 supporters of the Campaign, collectively find 40 
new donors and together with our own extra contributions 
move the Campaign above the $300,000 mark?

It seems to me that we definitely should try because not 
trying certainly will not help. If you have other ideas, I am 
sure the Campaign co-chairwomen are eager to hear from 
you. Just call the Federation office at 724-2332.

Thank you for reading my thoughts and ideas. We are 
all in this together and together we can make a difference!

Arieh Ullmann is the past president of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Binghamton.

Raising Continued from page 2

the few supplies available and chafes at the limitations 
placed on the Jewish community by the Japanese; his 
daughter, Hannah, now a teenager with a mind of her 
own; and Sunny, Franz’s Eurasian wife, who also works 
at the refugee hospital. Life is dangerous for the Chinese 
and the immigrants, and little food is available. Although 
Franz and Sunny rarely disagree, a crack appears in their 
relationship when Sunny informally adopts a baby whose 
Chinese mother refuses to care for her. Sunny has longed 
for a child, but Franz fears having to feed and worry about 
yet another human being when they don’t know what the 
future holds. Hannah has become friends with a young man 
who is interested in the Zionist movement and wonders 
whether they should move to Palestine if – or when – the 
war ends. Even more danger enters their lives when Sunny 
helps a downed U.S. pilot and Franz is sent to work at a 
Japanese army hospital close to the front.

Readers who are already familiar with the characters 
will enjoy learning how – or if – the characters manage 
the last years of the war. Kalla slowly fills in enough de-
tails about the action so those who haven’t read the first 
two books can understand what’s happening, although 
reading all three gives a more complete understanding of 
the characters’ actions and thoughts. What struck me as 
particularly interesting were the mixed reactions at the 
war’s end: happiness at it finally being over, combined 
with horror and sorrow as information about concentration 
camps and other Nazi actions slowly became available. 
“Nightfall Over Shanghai”is a satisfying ending to a well 
done series.

“The One Man”
Could one man change the direction of the war? Per-

haps, if that person held the knowledge necessary for the 
United States to create the atomic bomb. But what if that 
person were imprisoned in a concentration camp? Would 
it be possible to rescue him – that is, if he’s still alive – by 
sending someone into the camp to help him escape? This 
idea is the starting point for the plot of “The One Man” 
by Andrew Gross (Minotaur Books), a first-class thriller 
that will keep readers guessing until its concluding pages.

Opening in contemporary times, an unnamed elderly 
man is finally ready to reveal his part in World War II. 
The narration then turns to the past and focuses on several 
different characters. The most important are Alfred Mendel, 
a physicist who waited too long to escape the Nazis and 
is now living in a concentration camp, and Nathan Blum, 
a Polish refugee in the United States who works for mil-
itary intelligence. Blum feels guilty about having left his 
family in Poland, even though his father encouraged him 
to escape. He’s given a chance to assuage his guilt when 

War across the world – part one
When I was growing up, if someone mentioned “the 

war,” that always meant World War II. Any other war 
was given a specific name – the Korean War, the Vietnam 
War, etc. – mostly likely because my father was a Marine 
during World War II. In fact, he didn’t wait to be drafted: 
he signed up for the Marines because, as the family story 
goes, he told his mother, “They get there first.” My father 
didn’t glorify his war experiences and never wanted his 
children to go into the armed services, but that didn’t stop 
his fascination with novels about that time period – ones he 
shared with me. Perhaps that’s why I never tire of reading 
about those events. The books featured in this two-part 
review offer a glimpse of life during the war in Shanghai, 
Poland, France, Germany and the United States.

“Nightfall Over Shanghai”
Readers who’ve been impatiently waiting for the third 

book in Daniel Kalla’s trilogy about World War II in Shang-
hai can rejoice: “Nightfall Over Shanghai” (Forge/A Tom 
Doherty Associates Book) is a worthy finale to the series. 
Featuring a look at a little-known aspect of the war – Jews 
from Germany who found refuge in China – the novel 
offers insights into those who escaped the Nazis only to 
live under Japanese rule.

“Nightfall Over Shanghai” continues the story of the 
Adlers: Dr. Franz Adler, who runs a Jewish hospital with 

he’s offered an intelligence mission: return to Poland and 
help Mendel escape from the camp. Although the Army 
refuses to tell Blum why they need Mendel, he agrees to 
the mission. In the meantime, Mendel tries to survive the 
horrors of the camp while also imparting his mathematical 
formulas to Leo Wolciek, a young man who plays chess 
with great skill and who also has an extraordinary memory. 
The intertwining of the two plots – and several interesting 
tangents – make for thrilling, page-turning reading.

“The One Man” is a morally complex work, which 
challenges readers to wonder what they might do under 
similar circumstances. At first, one secondary plot seemed 
unnecessary, but it not only later played an important role 
in the action, but created yet another moral dilemma to ex-
plore. As the plot progressed, I reread the prologue several 
times looking for clues about the identity of the unnamed 
character in the first section, but was unable to make a final 
decision. It was only during the novel’s heart-rending ending 
that his identity is revealed. This powerful work is perfect 
for book clubs that enjoy discussing moral dilemmas and 
anyone who loves a good thriller.

“Abrakapow”
Did you know that captured German soldiers were 

brought to the United States during World War II? Based 
on a real event, the tween novel “Abrakapow” by Isaiah 
Campbell (Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers) 
is set in Texas near one of the prisoner of war camps. 
Maxine Larousse is not happy that she and her mother 
moved from New York City to Abilene, although she is 
glad her father has returned from the front, even if only 
because he was wounded. To make matters worse, he’s in 
charge of the POW camp, which leaves him little time for 
Max or her mom.

Max tries to fit in at her new school, although it’s 
not long before she finds herself friends with the school 
misfits. Her real love is magic and she longs to perform, 
even when her only audience is her pet ferret, Houdini. 
Max’s life becomes more complicated when she’s given 
the opportunity to do a magic performance for the POWs. 
Unknown to her father, she receives aid from one of the 
German prisoners. Is he really trying to help Max and her 
friends, or does he have an ulterior motive? 

Max is an appealing character and the plot moves quickly. 
It’s not apparent at first that Max is Jewish – the first meal 
she eats includes a ham sandwich – but her religion does 
play a role in the novel. Adult readers will be a step or two 
ahead of Max, but that’s part of the fun. Younger readers 
who enjoy magic will find a bonus in illustrated sections 
called “Houdini’s Guide,” featuring tricks they can perform.
See “War” on page 6
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5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Articles of organization for Sweetie’s 
Homemade Italian Ice, LLC 345 Harry 
L. Drive, Johnson City, NY 13790 filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY 
(NYSS) on 11/21/2016. Office of LLC 
is in  Broome Co. NYSS is designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served. NYSS shall 
mail process to 1172 Lynch Road, 
Little Meadows, Pa. 18830. Business 
purpose: any unlawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 401 Main 
Building LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/14/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 137 Powers Rd., 
Binghamton, NY 13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is OASIS

of NY (SSNY) on 11/07/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
99 Hawley St., Ste. 200, Binghamton, 
NY  13901.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Woods Ravine 
Farm LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/01/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 677 Castle Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13901.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is Taylor Irene
 Properties LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 15, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 1199 Cornell Avenue,

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of Formation of: TOMCO, 
LLC.  Articles of Organization filed 
with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) October 4, 2016. Office and 
Principal Business Location: 8 Kress 
St,  Binghamton, New York 13903, 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 8 Kress St,  Binghamton, 
New York 13903, Broome County. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Activity
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is VARIKO 123
 LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is November
 10, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary
 of State shall mail a copy of
 any process against the LLC
 served upon him or her is: 7806
 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
 11228.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 5F3D99, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 

______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife of the Midwest, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/15/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, 
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of Green 
Mountain - Vestal, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/23/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1550 Vestal Pkwy. East, 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  
The name of the limited liability 
company is: Alpine Distribution, 
LLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary 
of State was December 1, 2016. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against 
the Company, to Hinman, Howard 
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead, 
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose 
of the business of the Company is any 
lawful business purpose.

 STONE SCAPES LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is
 NOVEMBER 21, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The
 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
 NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:  The 
name of the limited liability company 
is: DEAN CONSOLIDATED, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was November 28, 2016. 
The county in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  The Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against 
the Company, to the Company, 
Attn: Casey Dean, 505 East 6th 
St., Unit 814, Charlotte, NC 28202. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.

To place a legal notice,
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two battle scars from the battles that we had while I was 
involved there. I was fortunate, very fortunate. We had a 
lot of casualties. I remember one gun that exploded, we had 
to get the men ...Two of them had legs torn off [and others] 
were dead from when the gun misfired.” He added, “It was 
a time that will always live in my mind, an experience that 
happens. I’m glad I was able to do my share.”

The trip down to Washington, DC, in November was Ka-
plan’s first participation in the Honor Flight program. “It was 
wonderful,” he said. “[We] had maybe 1,000 or 1,500 people 
there at the airport to see us off. It was very, very nice and very 
encouraging, very touching.” After a short flight, the group of 
Binghamton-area residents caught buses that brought them to 
the various monuments and memorials. Kaplan mentioned 
running into Bob Dole, who frequents the area regularly and 
is known for speaking with visitors and taking photos.

“I thought the Korean monument was the best because 
it has 18 soldiers, beautifully made, who were on patrol 
with their rifles, looking in all different directions. It was 
very, very touching to me,” said Kaplan. He noted that the 
Honor Flight participants received a “tremendous ovation” 
leaving from Ronald Reagan Airport, and were met back 
in Binghamton by thousands. “They gave us a tribute and 
everything was absolutely splendid. It was a wonderful ex-
perience and occasion, and that’s something to remember.”

Kaplan was accompanied by family members throughout 
the program. His step-son, Brian Tuberman, joined him for 
the flight down to Washington, while riding on the bus with 
him throughout the day was his granddaughter Melanie 
Tuberman, a George Washington University student.

“Everything was fabulous,” commented Kaplan, who 
added that the trip “couldn’t have been better for me,” and 
that he “never expected the welcome that we received.” He 
spoke of officers saluting him and the group as they passed 
by, and of watching the changing of the guard, which he 
particularly enjoyed.

“It was a great experience,” Kaplan concluded.

Marvin Kaplan served in the Army during the Korean War.

Honor Continued from page 1

Website targets Jewish community 
in white supremacist’s home town

By JTA staff
(JTA) – A white supremacist website has called on its 

readers to “troll” Jewish residents of Whitefish, MT, home 
to white supremacist leader Richard Spencer.

The Daily Stormer, a white supremacist publication, 
published a call on December 16 to “take action” against 
Jews in Whitefish by writing and calling them with an-
tisemitic messages. The post included the names, phone 
numbers and addresses of Jewish Whitefish residents – in 
addition to the Twitter handle and photo of a child.

The post also included photos of Jewish residents of 
Whitefish emblazoned with yellow stars. Along with using a 
number of antisemitic slurs, the post warned readers against 
using “violence or threats of violence or anything close to that.”

The post claimed that Jewish residents were “threaten-
ing” Spencer’s mother’s business.

Spencer is president of the National Policy Institute, a 
white supremacist think tank. In November, he spoke at a 
white supremacist event in Washington, DC, celebrating 
President-elect Donald Trump’s victory. At the event, Spen-
cer said “Hail Trump!” and was greeted by Nazi salutes.

One of the Jewish residents named by the Daily Stormer, 
Rabbi Francine Green Roston, is a member of Love Lives 
Here, a local anti-discrimination group. Roston, who 

moved to Whitefish with her family from New Jersey in 
2014, told CNN recently that “Whitefish is way bigger 
than Richard Spencer.

“He’s not powerful,” she said. “He’s just spreading a 
message of hatred. And we have to keep calling that out, 
and showing that that is not representative of this country, 
certainly not representative of this community.”

The local government of Whitefish, which has 6,000 
full-time residents, has rejected Spencer’s ideas. Recently, 
the Whitefish City Council reread an anti-discrimination 
ordinance passed unanimously in 2014 that supports “the 
dignity, diversity and inclusion of all of its inhabitants and 
visitors, and condemn ideologies, philosophies and move-
ments that deny equality of human rights and opportunities 
and challenge our Constitutional freedoms granted by the 
United States and the State of Montana.”

Montana Republican Sen. Steve Daines tweeted on 
December 18 that the antisemitic post was “repulsive.”

Colleagues of Roston’s from around the country have 
deluged her Facebook page with expressions of support. 
“Dear Friends, thank you for your messages of love and 
support,” she responded on December 19. “I’m moved to 
tears easily these days and I am incredibly moved by our 
friends standing up to hate.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
Bulgarian Jews raising money for 
Muslim victims of train explosion

Bulgarian Jews donated some $6,000 to victims of an 
explosion inside a heavily populated Muslim village, in 
one of the most successful fund-raisers in the history of 
their impoverished community. The fund-raiser organized 
by the Shalom Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria was 
for victims of the Dec. 10 accident in Hitrino, in northeast-
ern Bulgaria. Seven people were killed and more than 20 
injured in a fire that raged through the village as a result 
of the explosion of a derailed tanker train. “The donations 
are still coming in, and we have extended the fund-raiser 
by one more week,” Alexander Oscar, the president of 
Shalom, told JTA on Dec. 19. He noted that $6,000 “is a lot 
for Bulgaria,” where the average monthly salary is $500. 
“I think the response has been amazing,” said Oscar. “We 
have pensioners, who donate 10 percent to 15 percent of 
their monthly stipend,” he said. “We have children giving 
up their Chanukah pocket money and it’s just an uplifting 
experience to see this spirit of giving and mutual assistance, 
crossing faiths and ethnicities, communities.” Bulgaria 
is home to approximately 2,000 Jews, according to the 
World Jewish Congress. The donations raised in Shalom’s 
fund-raiser came from private individuals, not organiza-
tions, Oscar added, “which is remarkable considering that 
the culture of philanthropy is not well-developed here.” 
The Bulgarian Red Cross has collected close to $1 million 
in its campaign for Hitrino, the Sofia Globe reported.
No Oscar for Israeli entry

Israel’s hopes for an Oscar as best foreign language film 
were dashed when “Sand Storm” failed to make the cut as the 
entries from 85 countries were narrowed to nine semifinalists. 
Noticeably, however, three of the nine movies on the shortlist, 
which was determined on Dec. 15, deal with the Nazi era, 
indicating again the hold that World War II and Holocaust 
themes have on the imagination of film-makers. Among the 
nine surviving entries are Russia’s “Paradise,” Norway’s “The 
King’s Choice” and Denmark’s “Land of Mine.” 
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“Tasa’s Song”
It’s obvious just how much Linda Kass loves music. 

The best prose in her novel “Tasa’s Song” (She Writes 
Press) features her main character’s thoughts about music 
and playing her violin. However, music is not Tasa’s first 
concern after her village in Poland is taken over by the 
Nazis. Fortunately, a family friend hides her and several 
other family members. The novel then moves backward in 
time – showing the development of her relationship with 
her cousin, Danik, and what occurs as the war moves closer 
and closer to her village. With threats from the Soviets 
on one side and the Nazis on the other, the family tries to 
survive the war and hopes to be reunited with those trapped 
on the other side of the new border.

Although the novel is written for adults, its prose re-
minded me more of works written for young adults. The 
writing can be stilted, but the events are well-covered 
and the ending feels realistic, particularly in showing 
the changes in Jewish life during and after the war. Kass 
carefully portrays how Tasa tries to distance herself from 
what’s occurring in the world – how music becomes her 
refuge – and those sections are the best part of the work. 
What the novel lacks on the literary front is redeemed by 
its moving sections about music and family.

War Continued from page 4

First person

At Chanukah, finding light in a time of illness and darkness
By Elicia Brown

NEW YORK (JTA) – It is “the witching hour,” around 
4:30 pm, when darkness descends swiftly on the streets 
of New York, and exhausted children and their parents 
tend to quarrel. But my son Joel, now 12, is full of good 
cheer. He keeps a steady bounce in his step. He smiles 
into the wind.

“The black sky at this early hour,” Joel explains, his tall 
frame swaying in sync with his springing step, “means that 
the Chanukah lights will be coming soon.”

For a parent, it is a sweet moment like so many others: 
My adolescent boy, 5-foot-7 and prone to irony, still de-
lights in the simplest pleasures of the world around him. 
What’s more, we share the same feeling about Chanukah, 
that it punctuates and brightens what would otherwise be 
December’s darkest, shortest days.

For a cancer patient like me, the moment means even 
more. For this evening, I, too, can keep a bounce in my 
step. The chemo drugs haven’t, for the time being, zapped 
my energy, or stiffened my back, or thrown my digestive 
track off kilter. I exult in my own personal miracle of light.

If there’s any blessing in sickness, it’s the greater aware-
ness one brings to the bright moments in life, which can 
be as mundane as listening to the sound of wind whistling 
through a tree’s bare branches or as profound as witnessing 
your daughter’s graduation from middle school.

When I stand under a steaming hot shower, and the 
pressure and warmth wash away physical distress, I am 
grateful almost to the point of bliss. I am similarly uplifted 
when a pain reliever allows me to sit in a desk chair and 
type these words, and when the howling pain that gripped 
my stomach all morning has quieted to a distant grumble.

People often tell me that I’m brave to face a diagnosis of 
ovarian cancer without sinking into despair. But I’m not a 
particularly courageous person. As Oliver Sacks, the author 
and neurologist who died in 2015, wrote, “I can’t pretend I’m 
without fear. But my predominant feeling is one of gratitude.”

I’m lucky to be under the care of a top oncologist who 
remains optimistic about my plight. I’m lucky to be the 
beneficiary of a support system that includes a fan club of 
friends, my ready-to-drop-anything parents and a superhero 
husband – in the guise of a balding, bearded Jewish dad 
who is capable of rescuing, in a single bound, a teenager 
confused by biology homework, a child needing to be 
picked up from basketball and an ailing wife. Meanwhile, 
of course, he’s preparing dinner, cleaning dishes and, not 
incidentally, working as a lawyer.

Yet I’m also lucky in another way: Like others “living 
with cancer” or some other chronic illness, I have a deeper 
appreciation of the present moment and a stronger grasp how 
one’s world can flip upside down without warning. So while 
I plod through the darkness of sickness, I am also illuminated 
by the expected and unexpected marvels of every day.

The Chanukah story invokes the joy and hope that light 
can offer us in difficult times. The “miracle of light”  – that 
a single vessel should contain enough oil to burn for eight 
nights – signifies the Jews’ ability to endure amid adversity. 
To reflect upon the “miracles of light” in our own lives 
helps us cope when hardships strike. The practice helps 
us remain strong in situations where we lack much con-
trol, whether we’re confronting a personal tragedy or an 
unprecedented challenge in the larger world.

I used to be a fervent reader of parenting blogs. I was 
especially drawn to tales that seemed most tragic – a 
See “Time” on page 11

Elicia Brown, left, and her family in November 2016. 
(Photo by Jennifer Bowles)
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Chanukah menorahs, more than ceremonial art

A Chanukah lamp, from 1950, made of 
copper alloy. (Photo courtesy of the Jewish 
Museum, gift of Karl Nathan)

This “deer” Chanukah lamp is from 19th 
century Eastern Europe. (Photo courtesy 
of the Jewish Museum, gift of Dr. Harry 
G. Friedman)

By Robert Gluck
JNS.org

New York’s Jewish Museum is shining a 
bright light on the many forms and enduring 
ritual uses of Chanukah lamps from around 
the world in a new exhibit that runs through 
the winter holiday season. 

The museum’s collection of 1,022 Cha-
nukah lamps date from the Renaissance 
period to modern day. They are made from 
a wide variety of materials and come from 
virtually every part of the world, including 
North and South America, Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East and North Africa. Each lamp 
holds a unique history.

“They are wonderful objects and the 
largest part of the museum’s collection. 
Over time, the lamp became more signif-
icant for a variety of reasons,” said Susan 
Braunstein, Ph.D., the museum’s Henry J. 
Leir curator and an expert on Chanukah 
lamps. She’s authored several books on 
menorahs, published a catalogue of the mu-
seum’s collection of Chanukah lamps and 
is an adjunct instructor of Jewish art at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America.  

Braunstein provides museum visitors 
with an overview of the Chanukah lamp, 
sharing its origins in Jewish tradition, 

innovative forms, enduring ritual uses and 
its social context.  

The Jewish Museum’s current exhibit, 
“Masterpieces and Curiosities: Memphis 
Does Chanukah” (now through February 12) 
features Judaica by modern artists including 
Los Angeles-based designer Peter Shire’s 

“Menorah #7.” The museum’s permanent 
collection, “Culture and Continuity: The 
Jewish Journey,” has Chanukah lamps on 
view year-round. 

Shire’s menorah, which he said is in-
spired by his family’s Jewish roots, is a set 
of oddly shaped and balanced geometries, 

fabricated with industrial materials, bright 
colors and “finish-fetish” detailing. Shire’s 
style is influenced by Russian Constructiv-
ism and the Bauhaus, as well as the radical, 
irreverent and often humorous history and 
style of West Coast art.

Each Chanukah lamp in the show, 
whether contemporary or from hundreds 
of years ago, reflects a history of decisions 
and events that happened over centu-
ries, Braunstein said. “Different forms 
developed over time and are taken from 
different sources,” she said. “A baroque 
lamp was the modern art of its time. That’s 
something to think about and remember 
as we look at things that come out now, 
like Shire’s work.”

While the shiny gold and silver meno-
rahs on view are eye-catching, Braunstein 
said it’s important to remember that Jews 
in many parts of the world, living in poor 
and difficult conditions, have used plain, 
everyday materials to keep with Judaism’s 
teaching at Chanukah to remember the vic-
tory of the Maccabees over the Greeks, and 
the rededication of the Second Temple in 
Jerusalem on Temple Mount in the second 
century B.C.E. 
See “Menorahs” on page 11
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At right: The  
2 , 1 0 0 - y e a r -
old wine press 
unear thed  a t 
a n  A s h k e l o n 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
site. (Photo by 
Assaf  Peretz /
Israel Antiquities 
Authority)

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – 
An archaeological survey by the Israel 
Antiquities Authority in preparation for 
the construction of a new elementary 
school in the city of Ashkelon has revealed 
a 2,100-year-old wine press dating back 
to the Hellenistic Period.

Alongside the wine press, which is the 
oldest one ever found in the area, exca-
vations uncovered the remains of a large 
building. The findings appear to indicate 
that a large farm existed and operated 
there during the late Hellenistic Period. 
The square wine press consists of a flat 
surface where people trampled wine grapes 
with their bare feet to extract the juice, a 
pit used to separate the grape skins from 
the grape juice, and a collecting vat into 
which the filtered grape juice was piped. 

A 2,100-year-old wine press unearthed at Israeli 
school construction site

All sections of the press were covered 
with a thick layer of white plaster mixed 
with seashells to prevent the liquid from 
leaking out.

Ilan Peretz, the excavation’s director, 
explained that the building discovered 
next to the wine press appears to have 
been used for storing wine jugs and for 
housing workers. “Although we knew 
that there had been extensive agricultural 
activity, especially wine production, in 
the area during Roman and Byzantine 
times, we are now seeing evidence that 
the farming activity began much earlier 
than that,” Peretz said. 

The IAA and Ashkelon authorities intend 
to preserve the wine press in the yard of the 
school and to have children take part in the 
preservation efforts.

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) 
– A bronze coin that was in circulation 
in the time of King Antiochus IV Epiph-
anes, who decreed that the Jews must be 
annihilated and during whose reign the 
Maccabean revolt recalled in the Chanu-
kah story took place, has been discovered 
at the Tower of David archaeological site 
in Jerusalem.

The discovery, made during routine 
maintenance work, was a surprise to ar-
chaeologists working at the Tower of David 
citadel. The archaeologists believed they 

Coin dating to Maccabean revolt unearthed in Jerusalem
had thoroughly excavated the site during 
the last few decades. Nevertheless, chief 
conservator Orna Cohen noticed a metal 
object among the stones of the Hasmonean 
Wall inside the citadel. A careful examina-
tion revealed that it was a bronze prutah, 
a coin that was used more than 2,000 
years ago. The front of the coin features 
Antiochus wearing a crown. The other side 
features the image of a goddess wrapped 
in a scarf.

Officials from the Tower of David noted 
that while there is no date on the coin, “we 
know that these coins were minted in Acre, 

which in that time was called Ptolemais, 
apparently between 172 and 168 B.C.E.”

Antiochus’ death sentence on the Jewish 
people sparked the Maccabean revolt, in 
which a small minority defeated much great-
er forces, leading to the re-sanctification the 
Holy Temple and the miracle of the oil that 
lasted eight days, an event commemorated 
by this month’s Chanukah holiday. 

Director and Chief Curator of the Tower 
of David Museum Eilat Lieber said the coin 
“offers additional evidence that backs up 
historical accounts and upholds what took 
place here.”

The newly discovered bronze coin dating 
to the era of the Chanukah story. (Photo 
by Israel Antiquities Authority)
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301 Nantucket Dr.,
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Comprehensive Women’s Healthcare offered in office:

41 Arch Street, Johnson City
607.729.2121

Lee Medical, PC
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Holocaust museum blames presidential transition 
“vacuum”for slow response in Aleppo, elsewhere

By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) – The transition 

between the Barack Obama and Donald 
Trump presidencies is creating a vacuum 
that is increasing the threat of genocide in 
trouble spots, according to a top official 
at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Cameron Hudson, the director of the 
museum’s Simon-Skjodt Center for the 
Prevention of Genocide, told JTA that 
transitions in Washington and at the United 
Nations, where Antonio Guterres replaces 
Ban Ki-moon as secretary-general in Jan-
uary, were distracting the institutions from 
genocides or potential genocides in Syria, 
Burma, Iraq and South Sudan. “We’re facing 
a moment in time, with the U.S. and U.N. 
in transition, we’re faced with this moment 
where there could be a leadership vacuum,” 
Hudson said.

The intensified attacks by the Assad re-
gime and its allies on the rebel stronghold of 
Aleppo in Syria, whose scenes of bloodshed 
are being widely shared on social media, was 
just the latest example of the kinds of mass 
atrocities detailed in a museum statement 
issued on December 9. Others include the 
U.S. government determination in March 
that the Islamic State was carrying out 

of our failure to address them.”
Hudson was responding to a request 

to expand on the statement. Some of the 
areas have been at risk; why put out the 
statement now? 

He said the museum perceived that 
instruments put in place in recent years to 
counter genocide were being neglected. Sa-
mantha Power, the U.S. envoy to the United 
Nations, delivered an “impassioned” speech 
recently singling out envoys from Russia, 
Iran and Syria for the Aleppo atrocities, 
asking them,  “Is there literally nothing that 
can shame you?” But the outgoing Obama 
administration has not offered concrete 
proposals to end the carnage.

Hudson said the U.S. has the means to do 
so at its disposal. Three years ago, Obama 
created an Atrocities Prevention Board that 
brings together officials from an array of 
agencies to create a coordinated prevention 
strategy. “It’s a locus of information sharing 
and decision-making,” he said.

It’s not clear what the fate of the board 
will be under a Trump administration, 
Hudson said, but he also emphasized 
that the museum’s concerns are not about 
Trump’s policies, and would be expressed 

Syrians fleeing violence in Aleppo arrived in the city’s Fardos neighborhood on December 
13 after government troops retook the area from rebel fighters. (Photo by Stringer/AFP/
Getty Images)

genocide against religious minorities in Iraq; 
the intensified Burmese military campaign 
against the Rohingya, the country’s Muslim 
minority; and the slaughter of civilians in 
South Sudan caught among the military, 

rebels and ethnic militias.
The December 9 statement called on the 

United States and the international commu-
nity to recognize “not only these very real 
threats, but also the dramatic side effects See “Aleppo” on page 11
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Congregational Notes

RIVKAH SLONIM, EDUCATION DIRECTOR, CHABAD CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDENT LIFE AT 
BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

Weekly Parasha
Vayeshev, Genesis 37:1-40:23 

Friday, December 23, light candles .................... 4:18 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 24 ................ 5:19 pm
Friday, December 30, light candles .................... 4:23 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 31 ................ 5:24 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program 
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 
5-14, who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, 
with student volunteers who will visit participating youngsters 
weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventh-
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call 
the office for details.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural, 
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York 
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY; 
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1 
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, December 23 ...........................................4:20 pm
Shabbat, December 24.............................................9 am
 ................................................... Mincha/Maariv 5:40 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., December 25 .............................................8:30 am
Mon.-Thurs., December 26-29 .................................7 am
Fri., December 30 ................................................6:50 am
Evenings:
Sun., December 25 .............................................4:25 pm
Mon.-Thurs., December 26-29 .................................7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, December 23, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services with Jean and Lew Hecht and Tyler Watkins.

On Saturday, December 24, there will be no religious 
school, Torah study or family services for winter break. 
From noon-4 pm, Hanukkah House Museum will be open.

On Sunday, December 25, from noon-4 pm, Hanukkah 
House Museum will be open.

On Tuesday, December 27, there will be no Hebrew 
school due to winter break. From noon-4 pm, Hanukkah 
House Museum will be open.

On Thursday, December 29, the last day of Hanukkah 
House Museum, the museum will be open from 4-8 pm. 
There will be no Hebrew school due to winter break. At 7 
pm, there will be an Adult B’nai Mitzvah class.

On Friday, December 30, at 6 pm, there will be a con-
gregational Chanukah potluck dinner celebration. Attendees 
should bring a menorah and with eight candles to light. At 
7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat Chanukah services.

On Saturday, December 31, there will be no religious 
school, Torah study or family services for winter break.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, December 24, at 9:30 am, there will 
be Shabbat services led by Howard Schwartz and Steve 
Gilbert. The Torah portion will be Genesis 37:1-40:23. 
The haftarah will be Amos 2:6-3:8. Bima guest will be 
Sylvia Horowitz.

On Friday, December 23; Tuesday, December 27; 
and Monday, January 2, the temple office will be closed 
for the holidays.

On Thursday, December 29, at 6 pm, there will be a 
Latkes and Vodka party for adults only at the home of 
the Piakers. To attend, one must RSVP to Julie Piaker 
or Barbara Gilbert, and bring a platter of home-cooked 
latkes for sharing. The Piakers will provide additional 
foods. Attendees can also bring their own menorahs and 
candles for communal candle lighting.

On Tuesday, January 10, at 7 pm, there will be a 
Sisterhood meeting.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Dena Bodian
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

A Chanukah party will be held on Friday, December 
30, from 6-8 pm.

The next Adult Ed. study session will be held on 
Saturday, January 14, at 10 am.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther 
Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet 
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school) 
classes will meet at times designated by their respective 
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Monday, December 26, the annual Chanukah 
party will be held in the social hall beginning at 6 pm. 
RSVPs were required by noon on December 22 through 
the temple website, www.tbeithaca.org.

On Saturday, January 7, Tot Shabbat will be held at 
11:15 am.

A light unto the nations

“A light unto the nations.” For most of us this is a familiar 
theme, a platitude we tout without too much thought about 
if or how this mandate is reflected in our personal lives. 
For the biblical Joseph, however, this was no tagline, it 
was, quite literally, the story of his life.

In parashat Vayeshev, we read the story of Joseph’s 
descent to Egypt. From the beginning, Joseph’s life is 
punctuated by crisis. Time and time again he is mistreated 
and maligned. Yet, even in his lowly state, cast in the role 
of a young immigrant servant, those around him come 
to recognize his uniqueness. The Egyptians discern that 
Joseph enjoys Divine accompaniment and thus inordinate 
fortune and achievement: “His master realized that God 
was with Joseph and God granted success to everything 
he did.” (Genesis 39:3)

Despite many challenges that come his way, he retains 
his dignity and, more importantly, a determination not 
to veer from what is right. One case in point is Joseph’s 
refusal to be seduced by his master’s wife. He resists her 
many overtures, knowing full well the dire consequences 
of his actions.

Because of his unyielding position, he is confined to 
prison. There again, surrounded by unsavory characters, 
Joseph draws upon his reservoir of spiritual strength to 
rise above his circumstance. Again, the fact that God is 
with him is apparent to those around him: “God was with 
Joseph and God granted him success in everything he did.” 
(Genesis 39:24)

Through a series of events in prison, Joseph’s greatness 
becomes known to Pharaoh, who crowns him as viceroy. 

His rise to this position does not take a conventional course. 
Again and again, it is perceived that he is a man of God, 
possessed of supernal vision and energy. Through his convic-
tions, he has a profound effect on Egyptian society, bringing 
the masses to a realization of a higher power that guides all.

Of all biblical characters, only Joseph enjoys the dis-
tinction of being called a tzadik, for he, unlike any other, 
ventured into a dark, immoral place to shed the light of 
God. Joseph thus becomes the model for Jewish behavior in 
the exile; unwavering, unflinching devotion to God’s word 
keeps the Jew alive and earns him not only recognition, but 
respect. More than that, it is the way in which the world 
comes to recognize the Divine and bring His word into 
their lives. And that brings us to Chanukah.
See “Light” on page 11
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“Some rabbis ranked the materials that could be used 
and, at the bottom of the list, are walnut and egg shells,” 
she said. “A visitor from Romania told me he remembers 
his mother took potatoes and cut them up and carved a little 
hole in them and put a candle or oil in them for Chanukah.”

The menorah is only part of what makes Chanukah, the 
Jewish Festival of Lights, so enduring. “Chanukah is a joyous 
holiday,” Braunstein said. “It’s a holiday of light, which is 
always wonderful, and it comes at the time of the year in the 
Northern Hemisphere where it gets dark early. Religiously, 
it’s mandated and it has to do with the wish for the restoration 
of the Temple, an important thing in Jewish culture.”

The museum’s Chanukah lamps serve a function beyond 
what their creators and previous owners originally intended. 
“They help illuminate the multitude of events and people 
that have contributed to the practice, interpretation and 
preservation of Jewish culture over the centuries,” Braun-
stein has written. “Their survival represents its own kind 

The Miss Liberty Chanukah lamp was made with wood covered 
in fabric and plastic by Mae Rockland Tupa of Princeton, NJ, 
in 1974. (Photo courtesy of the Jewish Museum)

of miracle – of the link between the Jewish past and its 
future, effected through courage, intellect, creativity, piety, 
passion and generosity of so many actors in their stories.”

Menorahs Continued from page 7

The JCC Friendship Club met on December 14 and heard 
Dorothy Gardner talk about “Living Well.” She started by 
giving us flowers to cheer us up on a cold winter day with 
snow all around. It looks beautiful but can be treacherous 
to drive on. We missed Morty Hofstein, who left a message 
that he was snowed in.

Dorothy started by saying that this time of year we 
celebrate our holidays, whether Christmas or Chanukah. It 
is also the time when we miss friends and family members 
who have passed on. It is important to be positive and have 
faith. She related this to Chanukah, about the oil that was 
expected to burn for one day but lasted eight days. Be 
around positive people and laugh often. Keep busy. It is 
OK to be sad when someone dies. Let yourself grieve and 
don’t feel guilty. Be thankful to be alive. She added that 
you should not feel guilty about not being able to do all the 
things you used to do. Tell people you love them. They may 
know it but it is nice to hear. Keep moving. Don’t just sit. 
When watching TV, get up and walk during commercials. 

We ended the program with each one telling about an 
event that changed our lives. Sylvia Diamond told about 

her miscarriage years ago. She joked about going to heaven 
and being chased out because she was not wanted there. 
She told about a movie in which Jerry Lewis played the 
role of a doctor who joked all the time. When he was told 
to be serious, he ended up sitting in a corner and crying. 

Bruce Orden told about his daughters, who are 28 and 
30. One of them let problems that arose prevent her from 
doing things. He said that everybody has problems, but it 
is important to find solutions. Ann Brillant says she finds 
comfort in praying. She likes to read and because she lives 
alone she can read when she wants. Roz Antoun said that 
if you can’t get out of the doldrums, seek help. Because 
of her work as director of Jewish Family Service, she has 
developed skills to help cope during times of stress. Don’t 
be judgmental. 

We ended by saying the holidays of Chanukah and 
Christmas are times of hope. We are one family.

Come join us on Wednesday, December 28, at 1:30 pm, 
at the JCC for our Chanukah party.

Sylvia Diamond
President

Chanukah is unique among our festivals in that a 
formalized rabbinic dictum urges Jews to publicize the 
miracle and share the message with the world-at-large. 
Originally, menorahs were lit outside the entrance of 
each Jew’s home. It was only later, for fear of religious 
persecution, that menorahs were moved inside, yet they 
were still lit with the intention of maximum publicity, at 
doors or windows. Additionally, the Chanukah lights are 
lit specifically at night, when the contrast of the flames 
against the darkness is most clear.

Like Joseph in Egypt, the Chanukah lights bring God’s 
eternal message into the dark night. Their radiance illumi-

Light Continued from page 10

bereaved mom bringing up a baby without her spouse; 
parents raising a child with multiple cognitive disorders; a 
mom dealing with a grave diagnosis of cancer. I remember 
sobbing while I read the story about this last mom, of how 
her life transformed in one day. She had been stressed 
about mortgage bills and college tuitions, about getting 
everyone out the door on time, about ambitions for both 
career and family, when suddenly – bang. Cancer knocked 
at her door, and she never looked back at the frustrations 
of the old life. She entered a foreign land – that of the sick.

In reality, the lands of the sick and the healthy aren’t as 
far apart as I once imagined. Paul Cowen, author of “An 
Orphan in History,” about finding Judaism, was diagnosed 
with leukemia just before his 47th birthday. “Until that day, I 
had assumed that health and sickness were separate, distinct 
terrains,” he wrote in the Village Voice. “I’ve since learned 
that those boundaries don’t really exist. Instead the world 
is composed of the sick and the not-yet sick.”

While that is a sobering concept, I’m more surprised by 
how my new world continues to resemble my old one. I’m 
still impatient when a child chatters on incessantly about 
the magic of chromosomes because, well, it’s 8:30 pm and 
it’s me-time. I am still infuriated when one child, teasing, 
pretends to snap an unflattering iPhone picture of her broth-
er. I am still bogged down by irritations and insecurities.

But I also celebrate. The many small graces of life loom 
larger and brighter. I sing the body electrified by winter sun-
shine. I honor a recent memory of running in Riverside Park. 
I rejoice over the thought of wrapping myself in the warmth 
of family and friends when we kindle the lights of Chanukah.

Elicia Brown is a writer living in Manhattan.

Time Continued from page 6

nates “the outside” so that it no longer looms as a threat, 
but rather beckons as an opportunity; another part of the 
world we can bring “inside.”

Each one of us is Joseph with a message to share. Each 
one of us is a menorah with a unique glow to cast and, like 
on Chanukah, we must add to our luminescence constantly.

Next Shabbat, which falls during Chanukah, we 
read the prophetic portion from Zecharia in which the 
prophet so succinctly and unequivocally captures the 
essence of Joseph and the holiday with the exclamation, 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the 
Lord of hosts.”

whatever transition was underway because of the coin-
cidence of four regions enduring genocides or similar 
crimes. “We often talk about genocide being a very rare 
event, but we’re seeing a rare moment now where the 
Islamic State is carrying out genocide against religious 
and ethnic minorities in Iraq, and a high and mounting 
threat of genocide in South Sudan and Burma – we’ve 
seen recently both situations take a turn for the worst. 
And everything going on in Aleppo, in Syria, is a crime 
against humanity,” he said. “When you see these crimes 
being committed, it requires a robust response.”

Nonetheless, Hudson appeared to tailor his message 
to concerns that Trump expressed on the campaign trail 
about what he saw as deteriorating national security stan-
dards, and the president-elect’s rejection of the notion that 
America should intervene overseas as a moral matter and 
not simply out of self-interest. “We are less safe when we 
allow situations unfolding in Syria, in South Sudan,” he 
said. “They undermine democratic norms, create refugee 
outflows, create a breeding ground of ungoverned spaces.

Aleppo Continued from page 9
Jewish groups in recent days have responded to the 

crisis in Aleppo, where Syrian troops, backed by Russian 
and Iranian allies, are clearing out the last pockets of re-
sistance to the regime of President Bashar Assad. There 
have been reports of summary killings of civilians who 
had been promised safe passage.

The Jewish Council for Public Affairs, the umbrella 
body for the community’s public policy groups, condemned 
the atrocities, saying, “Never again means never again for 
everybody,” referring to the phrase Jews invoke to ensure 
that the Holocaust is never repeated.

Other Jewish groups also alluded to world inaction 
during the Holocaust. “We know all too well from history 
the tragic consequences of governments that failed to 
find the will to act in the face of such unspeakable crimes 
against humanity,” said David Harris, the American Jewish 
Committee CEO.

“The complexity of the conflict cannot be an excuse 
for continued inaction in the face of increasing atrocity,” 
Jonathan Greenblatt, the Anti-Defamation League’s CEO, 
said in a blog post the week of December 16.

Israel’s defense minister, Avigdor Liberman, has 
called Assad a “butcher” and for his removal, and a 
number of Jewish groups plan to hold rallies worldwide 
to protest the atrocities.

Hudson wondered if people were not growing inured 
to the tragedy, seeing it unfold in real time on TV and 
in social media postings from the conflict zones. “There 
really has been no conversation I’ve seen to prevent” 
genocide in Syria, he said. “For someone who studied 
the Holocaust and past genocides, that’s a staggering 
revelation. It used to be said, ‘had we done more, more 
would have been done.’ We can no longer make that ar-
gument now – we can’t know any more than we already 
know of what’s going on in Aleppo. But knowing has not 
translated into a response.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
Israeli bronze medalist donates Olympic 
jacket to benefit disabled children 

An Olympic team jacket worn by an Israeli bronze 
medalist in judo was auctioned off for $100,000 at a 
fund-raiser for children with disabilities. Israeli judo star Ori 
Sasson, who won his medal at the Rio Summer Olympics, 
donated his team jacket to Shalva, an Israeli organization 
for children with disabilities. Sasson also announced at 
the organization’s annual dinner that he will be heading a 
new judo program for children with disabilities at the new 
Shalva National Center in Jerusalem.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Israeli tourist among those injured in Berlin Christmas 
market attack

An Israeli tourist was among those injured in the Dec. 19 terror attack on a crowded 
Christmas market in Berlin, in which 12 people were killed and 50 others were injured when 
a tractor-trailer plowed into the market. The Israeli Foreign Ministry confirmed on Dec. 
20 that an Israeli tourist in his 60s was among those injured. The man underwent surgery 
and was in stable condition, the ministry said. Authorities initially believed the attack was 
committed by a 23-year-old man from Pakistan or Afghanistan, who came to Germany 
as a refugee and was apprehended near the scene of the attack. Police have yet to confirm 
that the man was the tractor-trailer’s driver. “I know that it would be particularly difficult 
for all of us to bear if it is confirmed that this deed was carried out by a person who sought 
protection and asylum in Germany,” said German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
Netanyahu condemns assassination of Russian 
ambassador in Turkey

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu condemned the Dec. 19 assassination of 
Russia’s ambassador to Turkey, Andrey Karlov. “Israel condemns the brutal assassination 
of Ambassador Andrey Karlov this evening in Ankara. We send our deepest condolences 
to his family and to the Russian people,” Netanyahu said, adding, “The murder of a dip-
lomat serves as a stark reminder of the need for the civilized world to come together in 
fighting the forces of terrorism.” While Karlov was speaking at the opening ceremony 
of a photo exhibit at an art gallery in Ankara, Turkey’s capital, the gunman – identified 
as 22-year-old Turkish police officer Mevlut Mert Altintas, who was dressed in a black 
suit and tie standing behind him – shot Karlov several times in the back. A video of the 
assassination shows the gunman shouting in Turkish, “Allahu akbar. Do not forget Alep-
po! Do not forget Syria!” The gunman was shot following the attack. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan both called the assassination 
a “provocation” aimed at undermining the normalization of Russian-Turkish relations, 
which have been strained since a Turkish fighter jet shot down a Russian fighter jet near 
the Syria-Turkish border in November 2015.
Israel reaches deal to sell Iron Dome technology to 
Azerbaijan, Czech Republic

Israel has reached a deal to sell the Iron Dome missile defense system to Azerbaijan, 
just days after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited the Central Asian country. 
The Azerbaijani Press Agency reported on Dec. 17 that Azerbaijan Defense Industry 
Minister Yaver Jamalov had agreed to the deal with Israel. Netanyahu said during his 
Cabinet meeting on Dec. 18 that both countries have “extensive ties.” During Netanyahu’s 
meeting the week of Dec. 16 with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev, the Central Asian 
leader revealed that his country has purchased nearly $5 billion in defense equipment 
from Israel to date. Israel also reached a deal with the Czech Republic for the eastern 
European nation to purchase MMR radars from Israel Aerospace Industries. It is the same 
radar system used for the Iron Dome and David’s Sling anti-missile systems. The Czech 
Republic will reportedly be purchasing eight radar systems for a total of $100 million 
to replace old Soviet-era radar systems, the Associated Press reported. Czech Defense 
Minister Martin Stropnicky said the radars will be used for air defense.
Video shows activist telling upstate NY third-graders to be 
“freedom fighters for Palestine”

A newly released video has surfaced showing a Palestinian activist telling third-grade 
children in upstate New York that they should become “freedom fighters for Palestine.” 
The video shows a presentation given on Sept. 18, 2015, at the Beverly J. Martin Ele-
mentary School in Ithaca, NY, by a number of pro-Palestinian activists, including Bassem 
Tamimi, Ariel Gold and Mary Anne Grady Flores, meant to address the issue of human 
rights with the third-graders. “The wall that we would like to build to protect ourselves 
is your solidarity, you’re important [in] what you can do for us,” Tamimi is seen telling 
the children. “You all defend us, you can do a lot for [us], and be the freedom fighters 
for Palestine.” The video was obtained by Cornell Law School Prof. William Jacobson, 
who has fought the Ithaca City School District over the past year to release all documents 
from the event. “In and of itself it was bad, but it is a reflection that the anti-Israel activ-
ists don’t recognize boundaries, not even as to children,” Jacobson told The Jerusalem 
Post. Following the video’s release, Ithaca’s superintendent of schools, Luvelle Brown, 
denounced the incident as “politically skewed, inflammatory and not endorsed by the 
Ithaca City School District.”
U.N. leader Ban Ki-moon admits anti-Israel bias at world body

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who is stepping down at the end of 
the year, acknowledged in a departing speech that there is “disproportionate” bias against 
Israel at the world body. “We must never accept bias against Israel within U.N. bodies,” 
Ban said on Dec. 16. Ban went on to admit that the U.N. has a “disproportionate volume 
of resolutions, reports and conferences criticizing Israel,” and that “in many cases, rather 
than helping the Palestinian cause, this reality has hampered the ability of the U.N. to 
fulfill its role effectively.” Israeli Ambassador to the U.N. Danny Danon commended Ban’s 
statement and noted the disproportionate number of anti-Israel resolutions passed at the 
U.N. in recent years. “The secretary-general admitted the clear truth – the U.N.’s hypocrisy 
toward Israel has broken records over the past decade. During this time the U.N. passed 
223 resolutions condemning Israel while only eight resolutions condemning the Syrian 
regime as it has massacred its citizens over the past six years. This is absurd,” said Danon. 
Plans unveiled for $50 million arts campus in Jerusalem

Jerusalem is scheduled to have a new 2.5-acre, $50 million campus for the arts by 
January 2020, with the space featuring four of Israel’s leading performing arts schools 
as well as performance venues and an outdoor plaza, the project’s partners announced on 
Dec. 14. The forthcoming Jerusalem Arts Campus is a joint initiative of the UJA-Federa-
tion of New York, the Jerusalem municipality, the Israeli government and the Jerusalem 
Foundation, with the stated goal “to transform Israel’s capital city into a global arts and 
cultural center.” “For thousands of years, Jerusalem has been a center of innovation and 
creativity; my vision for the city includes an essential focus on growing the city’s creative 
class,” Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat said in a statement. “The Jerusalem Arts Campus will 
have a significant impact on attracting young people to the city, strengthening downtown 
Jerusalem and bringing the vibrant creative class to the city to stay.” The academic in-
stitutions that will call the arts campus home include the Nisan Nativ Acting Studio, the 
Sam Spiegel Film and Television School, the School of Visual Theater and the Center 
for Middle Eastern Music. The campus is expected to accommodate 1,100 students, far 
exceeding the four schools’ current combined enrollment of 650. Natie Kirsh, a member 
of the family that is donating $10 million toward the cost of the $50 million project, said 
the Kirsh family “has long been committed to both Israel and UJA. It is our privilege to 
be involved in such a meaningful project that will be of such great benefit to Jerusalem.”
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